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(57) ABSTRACT

The present premanufactured structures for constructing
buildings comprises a construction system for an energy etfi-
cient multi-story building with a plurality of standard single
or mixed units. The multi-story building 1s constructed using
premanufactured structures comprising: a plurality of non-
weight bearing walls, the plurality of non-weight bearing
walls with finished exterior including all electrical, msulat-
ing, plumbing and communications components that are pre-
manufactured at a site distant from a building site, and the
plurality of non-weight bearings walls are attached to a plu-
rality of floor and ceiling slabs and interfacing with each other
to enclose the plurality of units of the building; a plurality of
interior components that are premanufactured at the site dis-
tant from the building site to connect to 1nside portions of the
non-weight bearing walls; and a plurality of exterior compo-
nents that are premanufactured at the site distant from the
building site to attach to exterior surfaces of the building. The
plurality of non-weight bearing walls, the plurality of interior
components, and the plurality of exterior components are
installed and connected together to provide the energy effi-
cient multi-story building with the plurality of units with
different floor plans, and optionally, a retail level with under-
ground parking.
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PREMANUFACTURED STRUCTURES FOR
CONSTRUCTING BUILDINGS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to the construction
industry, and relates more specifically to a construction sys-
tem and method for constructing multi-story buldings
including high-rise buildings using premanufactured struc-
tures.

2. Description of Related Art

Conventional building construction methods have focused
on the cost and efficiency advantages of having construction
mostly manufactured at the manufacturing plants or factories.
Current construction techmques that use manufactured hous-
ing structures include building modules of a certain room to
be delivered to a construction site. Manufactured housing
techniques offer some advantages over on-site construction
methods. For example, construction for manufactured hous-
ing may be carried out year round regardless of the weather
since manufacturing within a factory or plant can occur
indoors. Manufactured housing methods also require less
time to complete construction since assembly lines are more
eificient than requiring less streamlined field work on-site.

However, 1t 1s not always cheaper to manufacture the mod-
ules at a manufacturing plant or factory to be delivered to the
construction site for further integration and finishing on-site.
Handling of modules can be extremely difficult, time-inten-
stve and cost-prohibitive since there are weight and craning
1ssues. Shipping modular structures or spaces can raise trans-
portation 1ssues due to weight and space problems. Due to
s1zes of the modules, trucks may only fit one to two modules
at the most to deliver to the construction site. Lifting the
modules to and from the trucks require huge cranes at the
manufacturing plants as well as at the construction sites.

On-site construction 1s conventionally preferred for build-
ing high-rise and multi-story buildings because manufactured
housing techniques are not adapted for building such building,
structures. Theretore, the present invention utilizes manus-
tructures or premanufactured structures to overcome the limi-
tations of utilizing manufactured housing structures or mod-
ules 1n constructing high-rise and multi-story buildings.

The advantages of the present invention 1s a construction
system and method using as many repetitive and self-sustain-
ing construction methods and as many preassembled and
prefinished components as possible. Preassembled and pre-
fintshed components are constructed 1 a manufacturing
tacility, transported to the construction site and permanently
installed within the structure 1n conjunction with other com-
ponents to create a fully finished, comiortable and weather-
tight living environment.

Standardizing the components and constructing them 1n a
manufacturing facility certainly provide the advantages of
reduced materials waste, reduced energy costs and increased
labor productivity. The 1nitial assembly of the components
may eventually become automated, but currently has the
advantage of being carried out by less skilled labor under the
supervision ol highly qualified managers. Given that assem-
bly will occur 1n an environmentally controlled setting, the
quality of the product can be closely monitored. The potential
for mold or materials damage due to exposure may be reduced
by the present invention.

The present mvention construction system and method
results 1 rapid construction of multi-story buildings with
istitutional grade construction quality by saving time and

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

money that takes half the time of conventional construction
approaches for truly sustainable multi-story buildings.

Therefore, the present ivention overcomes the disadvan-
tages and limitations associated with multi-story modular
construction and conventional construction methods to yield
an energy ellicient structure that can be constructed at a
highly accelerated schedule at a low cost and continue to
operate with very low maintenance expenses. The present
invention 1s directed to a construction system and method for
building structures of three or more stories comprised of
premanufactured, preassembled, and prefinished compo-
nents requiring little or no additional finishing after leaving
the factory. The present invention may be used to build resi-
dential, hospital, institutional, or any multistory buildings
alike for creating an energy efficient, inexpensive, and flex-
ible building for quick assembly for multiple purposes.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present premanufactured structures for constructing
buildings comprises a construction system for an energy eifi-
cient multi-story building with a plurality of units, the build-
ing being constructed using premanufactured structures com-
prising: a plurality of non-weight bearing walls, the plurality
of non-weight bearing walls with finished exterior including
all electrical, insulating, plumbing and communications com-
ponents that are premanufactured at a site distant from a
building site, the plurality of non-weight bearings walls
attached to a plurality of floor and ceiling slabs and intertac-
ing with each other to enclose the plurality of units of the
building; a plurality of interior components that are premanu-
factured at the site distant from the building site to connect to
inside portions of the non-weight bearing walls; and a plural-
ity of exterior components that are premanufactured at the site
distant from the building site to attach to exterior surfaces of
the building; wherein the plurality of non-weight bearing
walls, the plurality of interior components, and the plurality
of exterior components are 1nstalled and connected together
to provide the energy efficient multi-story building with the
plurality of units with different floor plans, and optionally, a
retail level with underground parking.

The premanufactured structures are used to construct
multi-story buildings with a plurality of units comprising a
plurality of standard single units or a plurality of mixed unats,
the mixed units comprising studios and one to multiple bed-
rooms. The multi-story buildings can also have a combination
of residential and retail levels.

The plurality of non-weight bearing walls comprises: pre-
manufactured, prefinished and preassembled exterior win-
dow walls comprising windows, insulation and weather seal;
premanufactured, prefinished and preassembled end walls
comprising electrical wiring, vapor barrier, insulation, studs
for framing and sound barrier, and fire-rated interior and
exterior surfaces; premanufactured, prefinished and preas-
sembled exterior walls comprising electrical wiring, vapor
barrier, mnsulation, studs for framing and sound barrier, and
fire-rated 1nterior and exterior surfaces; premanufactured,
prefinished, preassembled and prewired demising walls com-
prising electrical wiring, nsulation, studs for framing and
sound barrier, and fire-rated interior and exterior surfaces;
premanufactured, prefinished, preassembled, prebundled and
preplumbed interior plumbing walls comprising electrical
and communications connections for adjacent walls, electri-
cal service panel, kitchen and bath wall plumbing, fans, and
toilet mounting support with a water resistant, 1interior sur-
face; and premanufactured, prefimshed and preassembled
exterior plumbing walls comprising electrical wiring, vapor
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barrier, insulation, plumbing chase, studs for framing, and
sound and air barrier with a water resistant and fire-rated
exterior surface; wherein the non-weight bearing walls are
attached to a plurality of floor and ceiling slabs at top and
bottom portions of the non-weight bearing walls and inter-
facing with each other to enclose the plurality of units 1n
providing the energy eilicient multi-story building.

The plurality of interior components comprises: precast,
preformed and prefabricated bathroom floor pans wherein
preformed recess of the plurality of floor and ceiling slabs for
cach unit recetves the bathroom floor pans; preassembled,
prewired and prefinished entry doors wherein the entry doors
are 1nstalled between at least two non-weight bearing walls
and attached to the plurality of tfloor and ceiling slabs at top
and bottom portions of the entry doors; premanufactured,
configurable, removable and adjustable interior partitions
installed on 1nterior sides of the non-weight bearing walls of
the plurality of units for separating showers, kitchens, bath-
rooms, bedrooms and other living areas of the each unit; and
premanufactured, prefinished and preassembled kitchen and
bathroom components installed on interior plumbing walls of
the plurality of units; wherein the bathroom floor pans are
installed into the preformed recess betore mstallation of the
interior plumbing walls and exterior plumbing walls; and
wherein the entry doors, the interior partitions, the kitchen
and bathroom components are installed after installation of
the interior and exterior plumbing walls but before installa-
tion of the plurality of exterior components.

The kitchen and bathroom components comprise: pre-
manufactured, prefimshed and preassembled kitchen unit
with cabinets, countertops, preinstalled plumbing, plumbing,
connections, electrical wiring, vent ducting, and exhaust fans
and light fixtures; premanufactured, prefinished and preas-
sembled bathroom vanity with at least one sink and prein-
stalled plumbing; and premanufactured and preassembled
cabinets with integral exhaust fans and light fixtures; wherein
the premanufactured, prefinished and preassembled kitchen
units, the bathroom vanities and the cabinets are installed on
inner sides of the interior plumbing walls after installation of
the mterior and exterior plumbing walls, the entry doors, and
the interior partitions but before installation of the plurality of
exterior components.

The plurality of exterior components comprises roof com-
ponents and prefabricated, prebundled exterior walkways
with preassembled sections to support railing and decking for
rapid installation. The roof components are comprised of
premanufactured, prefimished and preassembled parapet
walls comprising studs for framing, fire-rated exterior surface
with corrugated siding, and integral flashing to prevent water
penetration, the roof components are 1nstalled on roof slabs
on top of the building after installation of the plurality of
interior components but before assembly of the exterior walk-
ways.

The present mvention further utilizes recycled products
and materials and incorporates alternative energy sources and
methods of environmental control. Water collection and
retention, and use of solar panels for heat and power are also
incorporated in the manner best-suited for the local condi-
tions and energy eificiency.

The foregoing and other objectives, features, and advan-

tages of the mvention will be more readily understood upon
consideration of the following detailed description of the
invention, taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ngs.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S)

The accompanying drawings, which are icorporated 1n
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate various
exemplary embodiments.

FIG. 1 1illustrates a multi-story building according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a building plan with various tloor plans of
the building of FIG.

FIG. 3 illustrates a side elevation view of the multi-story
building of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 1llustrates a side sectional view of an exemplary
portion of the multi-story building of FIG. 1.

FIG. S 1illustrates a tloor plan of an exemplary portion of the
various floor plans of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 illustrates various embodiments of a single unit for
the building of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 1llustrates the structural framing of the multi-story
building of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 1illustrates the structural framing for the floor and
ceiling assembly before the floor and ceiling slabs are
assembled into place.

FIG. 9 1illustrates the structural framing for the floor and
ceiling assembly after the floor and ceiling slabs are
assembled 1nto place.

FIGS. 10A-B illustrate a components plan of an exemplary
studio unit for various walls and components before and after
assembly.

FIGS. 11 A-B illustrate a components plan of two different
exemplary two-bedroom units for various walls and compo-
nents before and after assembly.

FIGS. 12A-F illustrate a perspective view of different
phases of assembling an exemplary studio unit.

FIGS. 13A-F illustrate a perspective view of different
phases of assembling a two-bedroom unit.

FIGS. 14A-G illustrate side and top views of the exterior
window wall assemblies for various units.

FIGS. 15-16 illustrate sectional details of structural mem-
bers for attaching exterior window walls to the structural
frame and slab.

FIG. 17-18 1llustrate cross-sectional details of interior par-
titions and bedroom doors before and after attaching to the
floor and ceiling slab.

FIG. 191llustrates cross-sectional details of demising walls
attached to the floor and ceiling slab.

FIGS. 20A-C illustrate sectional details of structural mem-
bers at a head portion before attaching the demising wall to
the floor and ceiling slab.

FIG. 21 1illustrates cross-sectional details of a demising
wall before attaching to the floor and ceiling slab.

FIGS. 22A-C 1llustrate sectional details of steps to secure
the demising walls to the floor and ceiling slab.

FIG. 23 illustrates cross-sectional details of additional
steps to secure the demising walls to the floor and ceiling slab.

FIG. 24 1illustrates cross-sectional details of additional
steps to secure the demising walls to the floor and ceiling slab.

FIG. 25A-B illustrate cross-sectional details of a demising
wall interfacing with an exterior window wall and entry door
assembly after attaching the exterior wall to the floor and
ceiling slab.

FIGS. 26 A-B 1llustrate top and side views of a bathroom
tfloor pan securely attached to arecessed tloor and ceiling slab.

FIG. 27 illustrates cross-sectional details of a utility wall
above and beneath the floor and ceiling slab for interior
plumbing assembly.



US 8,950,132 B2

S

FIG. 28 1llustrates a side view of the utility wall without
bath and kitchen components 1n place as well as the utility
wall with bath and kitchen components in place.

FIG. 29 illustrates cross-sectional details of utility walls
attached to the floor and ceiling slab.

FIG. 30 illustrates cross-sectional details of utility walls
betfore attaching to the tfloor and ceiling slabs.

FIG. 31 illustrates cross-sectional details of a utility wall
betfore attaching to the exterior sides of units.

FI1G. 32 1llustrates cross-sectional details of a utility wall
alter attachung to the exterior sides of units.

FIGS. 33A-C 1illustrate cross-sectional details of interior
partitions, entry doors and assembly of bathroom compo-
nents.

FIG. 34 1llustrates a top view of an entry way with utility
walls and demising walls installed.

FIGS. 35A-D illustrate a side view of an entry way and
attachment to the walls and floor slab.

FIG. 36 illustrates cross-sectional details of end walls
before attaching to the exterior wall panels.

FIGS. 37 A-B 1llustrate cross-sectional details of end walls
of FIG. 36 after attachung to the floor and ceiling slabs and
exterior wall panels.

FIGS. 38-39 illustrates cross-sectional details of installing,
a parapet wall component over a roof.

FIG. 40 illustrates cross-sectional details of installing a
garden rool drain next to the parapet wall component.

FIG. 41 illustrates cross-sectional details of a complete
garden rool assembly.

FI1G. 42 1llustrates cross-sectional details of constructing,
exterior common walkways.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Before describing the invention and the figures, some of the
terminology should be clarified. Please note that the terms
and phrases may have additional defimitions and/or examples
throughout the specification. Where otherwise not specifi-
cally defined, words, phrases, and acronyms are given their
ordinary meaning in the art. Exemplary embodiments may be
better understood with reference to the drawings, but these
embodiments are not intended to be of a limiting nature.

As used herein, “exterior window wall” refers to a pre-
fabricated and pre-bundled wall unit with pre-assembled sec-
tions with isulated aluminum and glass exterior, unitized
window wall system. The exterior window wall 1s an alumi-
num and glass panel with an operable window unit. The
exterior window wall may include an integral sliding door and
railing to create an open wall with a flush ‘Juliet” balcony. A
first type of exterior window wall 1s used in a straight con-
figuration. A second type of exterior window wall 1s used 1n
corner units located adjacently to a building’s corners. A third
type of exterior window wall, also referred to as “the exterior
wall panel” that 1s a pre-fabricated and pre-bundled wall unait
with pre-assembled sections with insulated aluminum and
glass exterior, unitized window wall system and a fixed
opaque window assembly positioned directly adjacent to unit
doors at the ends of a building. All of the exterior window
walls are fully weather-sealed and able to provide at least an
R-value of 20. An R-value refers to a measure of thermal
resistance that 1s typically used 1n the building industry.

As used herein, “exterior wall” refers to a pre-fabricated,
pre-bundled, and non-utility wall unit with pre-assembled
sections that includes electrical wiring, vapor barrier and
thermal 1nsulation with a finished interior surface. The exte-
rior wall may include plumbing for sprinklers.
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As used herein, “end wall” refers to a pre-fabricated, pre-
bundled, and non-plumbing wall unit with pre-assembled
sections that includes electrical wiring, vapor barrier and
thermal 1nsulation with a finished interior surface. The end
wall 1s very stmilar to the exterior wall except that the end wall
has a significantly different configuration, typically used as
the end wall for a building. The end wall may include plumb-
ing for sprinklers.

As used herein, “demising wall” refers to a pre-fabricated,
pre-bundled, and pre-finished wall unit with pre-assembled
sections that includes electrical wiring and may include elec-
trical radiant heat with an approximate length of 20 feet. The
demising wall may include plumbing for sprinklers.

As used herein, “utility wall” refers to a pre-fabricated and
pre-bundled wall with pre-assembled sections that includes
kitchen and bath wall plumbing, a unit’s electrical service
panel, exhaust vents/fans, and any associated electrical and
communications distribution wiring for the adjacent walls.
The utility wall’s plumbing includes the kitchen and bath
supply, waste lines and vent piping. The utility wall has a
finished interior surface and contains pre-installed exhaust
vents/fans and vent trims. The utility wall further includes
thermal insulation, and encapsulates a unit’s plumbing chase.
The utility wall has a finished exterior surface, and may
include fire-rated wall board and 1nsulation to act as integral
air and vapor barrier.

As used herein, “parapet wall” refers to a pre-manufac-
tured, pre-finished, and pre-assembled wall with approxi-
mately 16 to 18 feet at the top portion of the exterior wall that
connects to a roof slab and accommodates a building’s root-
ing and garden roof conditions.

As used herein, “entry door,” refers to a pre-fabricated,
pre-bundled entry door unit with operable re-light panel,
inner and outer frames, and all associated door hardware with
pre-assembled sections that includes electrical wiring and
may include plumbing for sprinklers as rapid installation and
to be set 1n place at the final exterior wall or next to the utility
walls. A threshold 1s provided for installation after the entry
door 1s 1n place.

As used herein, “exterior walkway” refers to a pre-fabri-
cated, pre-bundled walkway with pre-assembled sections that
supports railing and decking for rapid installation.

As used herein, “bathroom floor pan™ refers to a single
pre-cast and pre-fabricated unit with a sloped shower floor
and 1ntegral drain that 1s set 1n place. The bathroom floor pan
1s constructed for easy delivery and rapid installation.

As used herein, “kitchen unit” refers to a pre-fabricated and
pre-assembled kitchen unit that includes cabinets, prein-
stalled plumbing, plumbing connections, electrical wiring,
vent ducting, countertops, at least one sink, exhaust vents/
fans and light fixtures to be installed 1n the kitchen on the
utility walls.

As used herein, “bathroom vanity” refers to at least one
sink and preinstalled plumbing to be istalled in the bathroom
on the utility walls.

As used herein, “cabinets” refers to premanufactured and
preassembled cabinets with integral exhaust fans and light
fixtures to be installed 1n the kitchen and bathroom on the
utility walls.

Referring now in detail to the drawing figures, FIG. 1
illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a building 100 bualt
according to the construction system and method as described
in the present invention. FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary five-
story building 100 that 1s part of a development including
several residential buildings 101, 102, 103 with a plaza or
retail floor 110 at street level for commercial activity and
secure, below-grade parking underneath the building 100. All
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of the residential buildings 101, 102, 103 1n this development
are to be constructed using the same construction system and
method of the present invention.

FI1G. 2 1llustrates a building plan 200 with four variations of
floor plans 200A-D of the exemplary building 100 of FIG. 1.
As shown 1n FIG. 2, all of the buildings share common exte-
rior walkways. FIG. 3 illustrates a side elevation view of an
exemplary six-story building. This exemplary building com-
prises first through fifth levels of residential units 210, 220,
230, 240, 250 above a main, retail floor 110 for commercial
development at the street level and a level of below-grade
parking (shown in FIG. 4). FIG. 4 illustrates another side
sectional view of an exemplary portion of the multi-story
building of FIG. 1 with an approximate height of sixty-five
feet. As shown 1n FIGS. 3 and 4, the main, retail floor 110 for
commercial activity 1s shown with residential levels 210, 220,
230, 240, 250 above the retail tloor 110. Every residential
level from first through fifth levels 210, 220, 230, 240, 250 1s
identical 1n building floor plan and configuration. However,
the present invention 1s not limited to 1dentical building floor
plan and configuration for every floor and allows the number
bedrooms in any given residential umt and the layout of the
units on any given tloor to be modified by simplerelocation of
a demising wall. These modifications to the layout of the units
or number of bedrooms also do not require changing out of
the window wall components. However, depending on the
specific circumstances, there may be additional modifications
to the exterior walls to accommodate different floor plans and
layout of the units for various floor levels. A parking level 10
at below-grade 50 1s shown for parking cars for commercial
and residential use.

FIG. 5 1llustrates a floor plan 200A from FIG. 2 of the
building plan 200. The floor plan 200E of the building plan

200 1llustrates four, different layout types of units 200E-1 to
200E-7. FIG. 6 1llustrates exemplary floor plans 300A-J of the

different types of units and layout variations to be imple-
mented mto any floor level 210, 220, 230, 240, 250 of a
multi-story building 100. An efliciency floor plan 300A 1s
illustrated 1n the first exemplary unit type. A studio tloor plan
300B 1s 1llustrated 1n the second exemplary unit type. A
one-bedroom plan 300C, as possible corner units, 1s 1llus-
trated 1n the third exemplary unit type. A two-bedroom etfi-
ciency floor plan 300D, as possible units, 1s 1llustrated 1n the
fourth exemplary unit type. A two-bedroom plan 300E, as
possible end units, 1s 1llustrated 1n the fifth exemplary unit
type. In 300F, a two-bedroom with two bathrooms 1s 1llus-
trated in the sixth exemplary unit type. A three-bedroom with
three beds 300G, as possible end units, 1s 1llustrated 1n the
seventh exemplary unit type. A two-bedroom with two bath-
room floor plan 300H on a comer 1s illustrated in the eighth
exemplary unit type. A three-bedroom with two bathroom
tfloor plan 300J on a corner 1s illustrated 1n the ninth exem-
plary unit type.

The construction of the multi-story building 100 1s
described 1n detail for the load bearing assembly of the struc-
tural frame 400, and floor and ceiling slabs 450. More spe-
cifically, FIG. 7 illustrates the structural frame 400 of the
exemplary multi-story building 100 of FIG. 1. The structural
frame 400 material of the present invention 1s preferably steel
even though other materials with similar strength and dura-
bility may be used for constructing the building 100. The
structural frame 400 can also be made out of concrete or
concrete masonry unit. Therefore, utilizing steel or concrete
for the structural frame 400 1s not meant to be limiting.
Vertical columns 405 and lateral bracing are used for this load
bearing assembly of the structural frame 400. Structural steel
framing occurs only at the perimeter of the building’s slabs.
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All primary steel framing members are positioned exterior to
the building for providing support. Any number of structural
framing can be delivered only to be limited in s1ze by shipping
or trucking restrictions. The steel framing 400 1s delivered to
the site 1n as-complete-of-an-assembly as possible. Vertical
columns 405 are commonly hoisted by crane and bolted and
braced into place. The steel frame 400 only occurs above the
terrace level 210. All of the perimeter steel framing 400 for
the building 100 1s placed prior to pouring any of the build-
ing’s slabs 450 (as shown in FIGS. 8-9) above the terrace level
210. The horizontal support columns 410A-E are used to
hoist and support the building’s slabs 450 at their finished

clevations which will be described in more detail 1n FIGS.
8-9.

For preconstruction and excavation prior to building the
structural frame 400, conventional methods of surveying,
excavation and shoring may be utilized that are appropriate
for the existing soil/ground conditions and preferred depth
required for excavation. For example, deeper excavation
requires shoring and possible below-grade waterproofing.
Shoring may be constructed using concrete or wood depend-
ing on the best option for the area. Locating, trenching and
extending the existing utilities to the new structure utilize
conventional methods of construction and occur in conjunc-
tion with excavation and construction of the foundation.

For foundation construction, including basements, if appli-
cable, footing 1s first applied and spread and matted evenly.
Any forming, reinforcing, and casting of footings and foun-
dation walls utilize conventional methods of concrete con-
struction. For basements formwork and reinforcing of below-
grade walls may utilize conventional slip-form concrete
construction. Slip-form construction refers to a method by
which large towers or bridges are built from concrete by
pouring concrete into a form and moving the hardened con-
crete. Typically, slip-form construction minimizes the mate-
rials used in formwork and labor, and reduces the amount of
concrete waste produced. Slip-form construction also allows
for the foundation walls to be erected with the rapid speed
with minimal amount of concrete waste. Unlike other con-
crete methods, slip-form construction does not produce over-
shot concrete structures and requires very little clean-up or
hauling away of waste concrete product. All site utilities wall
be extended to the building’s service points while staged and
protected for future connections. Similarly for elevator and
stair foundation, excavation and forming of the foundation for
the elevator and stair systems are carried out 1n conjunction
with the rest of the building’s excavation and forming. Form-
work 1s properly placed, reinforcement added, and the foun-
dation concrete may be placed and finished.

For concrete slab on grade construction, conventional con-
struction practices are utilized. A slab-at-grade may occur
cither at the basement level or at grade level 11 no basement 1s
built. Utilities are extended so that they are 6 to 8 feet above
the top of the slab either at the basement level or at grade level.
Once this step 1s finished, the steps of placing the backiill,
providing compaction, installing gravel, positioning vapor
barrier 1f required for local geotechnical review and securing
the slab reinforcement to be followed by placing and finishing
the concrete slab. I a particular design incorporates below-
grade parking, the step of constructing a ramp 1s to be 1imple-
mented. Alternatively, the step of constructing a ramp can
occur after the slab-on-grade 1s positioned 1nto place. Typi-
cally, the ramp’s formwork 1s placed and followed by the step
of securing and installing of the slab reinforcement. After
these steps, the ramp’s concrete slab may be placed and

finished.
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Assuming that only one level of parking 1s constructed
below-grade, the steps of positioning the shoring and forming
the slab at-grade level are carried out after the basement slab
and ramp are placed. Afterwards, the steps of securing slab
reinforcement, any block-outs, or sleeves required for the
building’s mechanical, plumbing, electrical, communica-
tions, site planter drainage, 1rrigation, parking control sys-
tems and electrical connections for security and lighting are
implemented. The steps of pouring, fimshing and sealing
concrete are then implemented. If commercial or retail level 1s
being considered for the at-grade level, then the concrete slab
at the second story 1s placed by conventional shoring and
forming methods.

For constructing a plaza 110 for retail at the street level
with an exterior courtyard, a residential terrace may be con-
structed at the level immediately above the retail level as
shown 1n FIGS. 1, 3-4. Conventional methods for cast-in-
place concrete construction are used for all construction up to,
and including the terrace level slab. Cast-in-place concrete
construction has been in use for foundations, slabs-on-
ground, structural support such as walls, beams, columns,
tfloors, roots, large portions of bridges, pavements, and other
infrastructures by transporting concrete in its unhardened
state to the site for placement in forms. Similar to previous
conventional methods, the step of placing slab reinforcement,
any block-outs or sleeves required for the building’s
mechanical, plumbing, electrical and communications sys-
tems as well as any walkway drains, and electrical connec-
tions for security and lighting are implemented. Once rein-
forcement and block-outs are placed, concrete can be placed,
finished and sealed. All columns for the plaza at the street/
retail level 110 utilize cast-in-place concrete construction.
The reinforcement for the columns 1s placed first. Thereafiter,
the column formwork 1s placed before pouring the concrete
for forming the columns. These steps are carried out prior to
erecting any shoring for the terrace slab 205. Shoring 1s then
placed to support any decking made of wood or other similar
materials and other formwork for the terrace slab 205 at the
second story level above the plaza/retail level 110. This step 1s
tollowed by the step of placing the slab reinforcement, any
block-outs or sleeves required for the building’s mechanical,
plumbing, electrical and communications systems as well as
for any courtyard drains, 1irrigation supply lines and electrical
connections for security and lighting. Once the reinforcement
and block-outs are placed, the terrace slab of concrete 205 1s
placed, finished and sealed.

The next sequence of steps mvolves installation of eleva-
tors and stairs. The pre-fabricated, pre-bundled stairs with
pre-assembled sections 1s delivered to the site. Lower sections
of the stairs are set and anchored 1nto place simultaneously
with the placement of the street level slab or at-grade slab 430.
The logical installation of the stairs will track closely with the
installation of the building’s vertical columns 405. Installa-
tion of the structural framing for the elevator enclosure will
track 1n conjunction with installation of the rest of the build-
ing’s vertical columns 405.

FIGS. 8-9 illustrate the steps of forming the floor and
ceiling slabs 450 and placing the floor and ceiling slabs 450 at
cach level by lifting up the slabs 450A-FE and securing the
slabs 450A-E at 1ts approprnate elevation level. The floor and
ceiling slabs 450 above the plaza/retail level 110 utilize a
method of construction wherein the slab formwork 1s reused.
Determining whether the slabs are poured one-on-top-of-the-
other and hoisted to their appropriate elevation, or the roof
slab 1s placed first and then the formwork 1s lowered after the
placement of each slab, depends on a general contractor’s
decision based on the local conditions and logistics of each
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site. The preferred method 1s pouring the slabs 450 one-on-
top-oi-the-other which are then hoisted to their appropriate
clevation level. In the preferred method, a bond braking solu-
tion 1s applied to the surface of the lower slab between each
pour of the slab to ensure adequate separation between the
slabs 450 A-E. Each floor slab 450 A-D will use steel channels
as an edge form. These channels are cast into the slab 450A-D
to create the finished edge of the slab 450A-D.

Upon constructing the structural steel columns, the casting
of the typical floor and roof slabs may begin. If using the
plaza/retail level 110 slab as a base, the building’s typical
floor slabs and the roof slab are poured one on-top-of the
other, using the slab 450 below as the formwork for the slab
450 above. All of the slabs 450 will remain stacked on the
plaza/retail level 110 surface until the slabs 450 have cured
and reached the desired design strength. Upon curing, the
slabs 110 are ready to be hoisted or lifted up to their finished
clevation via a series of strand jacks mounted on the load
bearing steel framing. Upon creating all of the slabs 450, each
of the tloor and ceiling slabs 450 will then be lifted or hoisted
up to the appropriate elevation level via strand jacks that are
mounted on each horizontal column 410A-410F so that every
slab 450 15 securely positioned and attached at every level of
the building so that a plurality of non-weight bearing walls
505, 520, 535, 510, 515 (as described later), a plurality of
interior components 5535, 525, 562, 565, 567, 568, 559, 557,
571, 570, 573 (as described later) and a plurality of exterior
components 730, 800, 803, 815 (as described later) are
installed at every level 1n between a tloor slab and a ceiling
slab 450 A-E at each level.

The present construction system and method of construct-
ing energy elficient multi-story buildings with a plurality of
units comprises: premanufacturing a plurality of non-weight
bearing walls, the plurality of non-weight bearing walls with
finished exterior including all electrical, insulating, plumbing
and communications components; premanufacturing a plu-
rality of interior components adapted to connect to the plu-
rality of non-weight bearing walls; premanufacturing a plu-
rality of exterior components adapted to attach to exterior
surfaces of the multi-story building; transporting the pre-
manufactured and prefinished plurality of non-weight bear-
ing walls, the plurality of interior components, and the plu-
rality of exterior components to a building site; preparing a
foundation for the multi-story building at the building site for
providing support to a plurality of load-bearing structural
columns; constructing the plurality of load-bearing structural
columns of the building at the building site; forming floor and
ceiling slabs to attach to the plurality of structural columns at
cach level of the building; lifting each of the floor and ceiling
slabs to attach to each of the plurality of structural columns at
the each level while installing stairs and elevators to attach to
the plurality of structural columns and the floor and ceiling
slabs; installing the plurality of non-weight bearing walls and
the plurality of interior components between the floor and
ceiling slabs at the each level of the building; installing the
plurality of exterior components on exterior surfaces of the
building; and installing stairs and elevators to attach to the
plurality of structural columns and the floor and ceiling slabs;
wherein the plurality of non-weight bearing walls, the plural-
ity of interior components, and the plurality of exterior com-
ponents are assembled and installed to provide the energy
eificient multi-story building with the plurality of units with
different floor plans and optionally a retail level with under-
ground parking.

Using the first method of construction, the step of installing
the plurality of non-weight bearing walls, the plurality of
interior components and the plurality of exterior components
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for a plurality of standard single units comprises: nstalling
exterior window walls on exterior sides of the plurality of
standard single units and partially enclosing each of the plu-
rality of standard single units; installing demising walls 1n a
perpendicular direction interfacing with the exterior window
walls and partially enclosing the each of the plurality of
standard single units; 1nstalling utility walls on the interior
sides of the plurality of standard single units 1n a perpendicu-
lar direction interfacing with the demising walls and connect-
ing with the demising walls to completely enclose the each of
the plurality of standard single units; installing end walls on
the exterior sides of the plurality of standard single units at
ends of the building in a parallel direction as the demising
walls and completely enclosing the each of the plurality of
standard single units located at the ends of the building;
installing bathroom floor pans 1nto a preformed recess within
the floor and ceiling slabs 1n the each of the plurality of
standard single units; connecting utilities and plumbing fix-
tures to the utility walls; installing entry doors adjacently
positioned by the utility walls; installing interior partitions
within the each of the plurality of standard single units for
separating rooms and configuring the each of the plurality of
standard single units; mstalling kitchen and bathroom com-
ponents to the utility walls; installing roof components on top
of the building; and assembling exterior walkways depending
on the building’s configuration.

An alternative method may include lifting the top or roof
slab 450E (also referred to as a first ceiling slab) all the way to
the top at roof of the building. Immediately after securing the
first ceiling slab 450E, a plurality of non-weight bearing walls
520, 535, 510, 515, except for the exterior window walls 505,
(as described later) and some of the plurality of interior com-
ponents 555, 559, 557, 571, 570, 573 (as described later),
including the bathroom floor pans 535, kitchen and bathroom
components 559, 557, 570,571, 573 are installed on a second
slab 450D beneath the first slab 450E that 1s not yet lifted and
securely attached to the first slab 450E. Upon installation of
the plurality of non-weight bearing walls 520, 535, 510, 515
(as described later) and some of the plurality of interior com-
ponents 5535, 559,557,571, 570, 573 (as described later), and
upon loading of the exterior window walls 505 and rest of the
plurality of interior components 525, 562, 565, 567, 568 on
the second slab 450D below, the second slab 450D with the
plurality of non-weight bearing walls 505,520,535, 510, 515,
the second slab 450D 1s lifted or hoisted up under the first slab
at the top 450F and securely attached to the first slab 450E to
make the top floor or level.

Upon securely attaching the second slab 450D to the first
slab 450E, the loaded exterior window walls 505 and the rest
of the plurality of interior components 5235, 562, 565, 567,
568, including the entry doors 525 and interior partitions 562,
565, 5677, 568 are 1nstalled to the first slab 450E to complete
the top level of the building. A plurality of non-weight bearing,
walls 520, 535, 510, 515, except for the exterior window walls

505 and some of the plurality of mterior components 555,
539, 557, 571, 570, 573, including the bathroom floor pans

5355, katchen and bathroom components 539, 557, 570, 571,
573 are again installed on a third slab 450C beneath the
second slab 450D. Similar to the previously described pro-
cess for constructing the top level, the exterior window walls
505 and the rest of the plurality of interior components 525,

562, 565, 567, 568 are loaded on the third slab 450C below,
and the third slab 450C with the plurality of non-weight
bearing walls and the plurality of interior components,

whether installed or loaded, 1s lifted up or hoisted up under
the second slab 450D to make a level beneath the top level.
The exterior window walls 503 and the rest of the plurality of
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interior components 525, 562, 565, 567, 568 are 1nstalled to
the second slab 450D after the third slab 450C 1s securely
attached to the second slab 450D. This process of installing
and loading the plurality of non-weight bearing walls and the
plurality of the interior components 1s repeated until all the
levels of the building 1s completed. A plurality of exterior
components 730, 800, 803, 815 (as described later) are
installed on exterior surfaces of the building after the plurality
of non-weight bearing walls and plurality of interior compo-
nents are completely nstalled.

A method of constructing an energy etficient multi-story
building with a plurality of units comprises: (a) premanufac-
turing a plurality of non-weight bearing walls, the plurality of
non-weight bearing walls with finished exterior including all
clectrical, insulating, plumbing and communications compo-
nents; (b) premanufacturing a plurality of interior compo-
nents adapted to connect to the plurality of non-weight bear-
ing walls; (¢) premanufacturing a plurality of exterior
components adapted to attach to exterior surfaces of the
multi-story building; (d) transporting the premanufactured
and prefinished plurality of non-weight bearing walls, the
plurality of interior components, and the plurality of exterior
components to a building site; (e) preparing a foundation for
the multi-story building at the bulding site for providing
support to a plurality of load-bearing structural columns; (1)
constructing the plurality of load-bearing structural columns
of the building at the building site; (g) forming a plurality of
floor and ceiling slabs to attach to the plurality of structural
columns at each level of the building; (h) lifting a first slab
from the plurality of floor and ceiling slabs up to top of the
building; (1) installing the plurality of non-weight bearing
walls other than exterior window walls and some of the plu-
rality of interior components on a second slab located beneath
the first ceiling slab; (1) loading the exterior window walls and
rest ol the plurality of interior components on the second slab;
(k) lifting the second slab with the plurality of non-weight
bearing walls and the plurality of interior components
whether installed or loaded immediately beneath the first
ceiling slab; (1) attaching securely the second slab to the
plurality of structural columns located immediately below the
first slab to form a top level; (m) installing the exterior win-
dow walls, the rest of the plurality of interior components to
the first slab to complete the top level; (n) repeating steps (1)
through (m) until all levels of the building are completed; (o)
installing a plurality of exterior components on exterior sur-
faces of the building; and (p) installing stairs and elevators to
attach to the plurality of structural columns and the floor and
ceiling slabs; wherein the plurality of non-weight bearing
walls, the plurality of interior components, and the plurality
of exterior components are assembled and 1nstalled to provide
the energy efficient multi-story building with the plurality of
units with different floor plans and, optionally, a retail level
with underground parking.

Using the second method of construction, the step of
installing the plurality of non-weight bearing walls, the plu-
rality of interior components, and the plurality of exterior
components for a plurality of standard single units comprises:
(a) installing demising walls and partially enclosing the each
of the plurality of standard single units; (b) 1nstalling utility
walls on the mterior sides of the plurality of standard single
units 1n a perpendicular direction mterfacing with the demis-
ing walls and connecting with the demising walls to partially
enclose the each of the plurality of standard single units; (c)
installing end walls on the exterior sides of the plurality of
standard single units at ends of the building in a parallel
direction as the demising walls and substantially enclosing
the each of the plurality of standard single units located at the
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ends of the building; (d) installing bathroom floor pans 1nto a
preformed recess within the floor and ceiling slabs 1n the each
of the plurality of standard single units; () installing kitchen
and bathroom components to the utility walls; (1) connecting
utilities and plumbing fixtures to the utility walls; (g) loading
exterior window walls, entry doors and interior partitions on
the second floor slab before securely attaching the second
slab to the plurality of structural columns located immedi-
ately below the first slab; (h) installing the exterior window
walls on exterior sides of the plurality of standard single units
and to the first slab completely enclosing each of the plurality
of standard single units after securely attaching the second
slab to the plurality of structural columns located 1mmedi-
ately below first slab; (1) installing the entry doors adjacently
positioned by the utility walls and to the first slab after
securely attaching the second slab to the plurality of structural
columns located immediately below the first slab; (1) install-
ing the interior partitions within the each of the plurality of
standard single units for separating rooms and configuring the
cach of the plurality of standard single units, and to the first
slab after securely attaching the second slab to the plurality of
structural columns located immediately below the first slab to
complete the top level; (k) repeating steps (a) through (1) until
all levels of the building are completed; (1) installing roof
components on top of the building; and (m) assembling exte-
rior walkways depending on the building’s configuration.

Upon suspending the slab 450A-E at 1ts appropriate eleva-
tion level, each slab 450 A-FE 1s bolted to the vertical columns
405 which are load bearing steel framing. For example, the
first floor and ceiling slab 450A 1s held and supported by the
vertical columns 405 at the first horizontal support column
410A. The second floor and ceiling slab 4508 are held and
supported by the vertical column 405 at the second horizontal
support column 410B. The third floor and ceiling slab 450C 1s
held and supported by the vertical columns 405 at the third
horizontal support column 410C. The fourth floor slab 450D
1s held and supported by the vertical columns 405 at the fourth
horizontal support column 410D. The fifth floor slab 450E 1s
held and supported by the vertical columns 405 at the fifth
horizontal support column 410E. Conventional steel reinforc-
ing bars can be used in the slabs 450A-E. The span of the slab
450A-E 1s set at a distance that can be supported within the
depth and width of the slab 450A-E. Upon placing the slabs
450A-E at appropriate elevation levels, they will fully support
their spans without the use of supplemental beams or col-
umns. Electric radiant heat coils can be incorporated into the
concrete tloor and ceiling slabs 450 to heat each unait.

The structural, floor and ceiling slabs 450A-E act as the
finished floor slab for the unit above and the finished ceiling
slab for the unit below. The floor and ceiling of the units are
exposed surfaces of concrete slabs 450A-E. Acoustical 1sola-
tion at the slabs 450A-E 1s achieved by requiring the tenant to
provide throw rugs or other approved floor covering over
mimmal area of the slab 450A-E.

FIGS. 10A-B 1illustrate a components plan of an exemplary
studio unit 300B for various walls and components before and
after assembly. As shown 1n FIGS. 10A-B of the exemplary
studio umt 300B, the studio unit 300B 1s enclosed by the
exterior window walls 5058, exterior window wall panels
505G, demising walls 520A-B, utility wall 535. The studio
unit 300B further includes interior components such as a

kitchen unit 570, bathroom floor pan 355, bathroom vanity
557, toilet 559, shower base 560 with first and second bath-
room wall finishes 563A-B and 1ts first and second shower
partitions 562A-B, and reconfigurable partition 565 separat-
ing the bathroom from the kitchen area. The exterior window
wall panels 505G are used as fillers and positioned inbetween
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the exterior window walls S05B. On the opposing side of the
exterior window walls S05A-B 1n a parallel direction, the
utility wall 535 1s installed for connecting the bathroom and
kitchen components. The entry door 525 1s positioned at the
right lower-hand corner of the utility plumbing walls 533 for
casy entry into the studio unit 300B.

Each of the demising walls 520A-B 1s positioned directly
opposite of each other 1n a parallel direction to enclose the
studio unit 300B. The bathroom tloor pan 555 contains a toilet
5359, a bathroom vanity 557, and a shower base 560. The
bathroom tloor pan 355 1s positioned in the left-hand comer
against the utility wall 335 and the second demising wall
520B next to the kitchen island 575 The shower 566 (later
shown 1 FIG. 26) 1s partitioned oif by the first and second
shower partitions 362A-B, and first and second bathroom
wall finishes 563A-B. The bathroom 1s partitioned oif by the
sliding bathroom door 538 attached to the second shower
partition 562B and reconfigurable partition 565 on the lateral
side of the bathroom. Immediately adjacent to the bathroom,
the kitchen unit 570 1s installed against the utility wall 535
that has a stove 572, a kitchen sink 571, and cabinets (not
shown 1n FIG. 10). Other internal furniture such as a bed,
desks, chairs, dresser, coffee table, and couches may be
placed anywhere.

FIGS. 11 A-B 1llustrate component plans of an exemplary
two-bedroom unit for various walls and components before
and after assembly. As shown in FIGS. 11A-B of the exem-
plary two-bedroom unit 300E, the two-bedroom unit 300E 1s
enclosed by exterior window walls 505A-C, exterior window
wall panel 505G, demising walls 520A-B, and utility wall
535. The two-bedroom unit 300E further includes interior
components such as a kitchen unit 570, bathroom floor pan
5355, bathroom vanity 557, toilet 539, shower base 560 with
bathroom wall finishes 563A-B and 1ts first and second
shower partitions 562 A-B, reconfigurable glass partition 567
that separates the bedroom from the living room, and recon-
figurable partitions 565A-C further separating each bedroom
from the other. Each of the bedrooms can be closed off by
closing the slidable bedroom doors 368A-B attached to the
reconfigurable partitions S65A-B. Similar to the studio unat,
the exterior window wall panel 505G 1s used as a filler and
positioned inbetween the first and second exterior window
walls 505A-B.

On the opposing side of the exterior window walls 505 A-C
and exterior window wall panel 505G 1n a parallel direction,
the utility wall 535 1s installed for connecting the bathroom
and kitchen components. An exterior wall 510 1s also installed
adjacent to the utility walls 335 after the first entry door 525.
The exterior wall 510 encloses a portion of the first bedroom
of the two-bedroom unit 300E. The entry door 5235 15 posi-
tioned and installed at the corner of the utility walls 535 for
casy entry mnto the unit 300E. An entry door 525 may also be
located 1n the exterior wall 510.

The demising wall 520A-B 1s positioned directly between
the units at the end of the exterior window walls 505A-B 1n a
parallel direction to enclose the two-bedroom unmit 300E. The
bathroom floor pan 555 contains a toilet 559, a bathroom
vanity 557, and a shower base 560. The bathroom floor pan
555 1s positioned and installed 1n a pre-fabricated recess (as
shown 1n later figures), wall finishes 563 A-B 1n the middle
area against the utility wall 335 next to the kitchen unit 570
with the kitchen sink 571, stove 572, countertop, and cabinets
(as shown 1n later figures). The shower base 560 1s partitioned
off by the first and second shower partitions 562A-B. The
bathroom 1s partitioned oif by the sliding bathroom door 558
that 1s attached to the second shower partition 362B and
reconfigurable partitions 565A-B on each lateral side of the
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bathroom. Immediately adjacent to the bathroom, the kitchen
unit 570 1s installed against the utility wall 535 that has the
stove 572, sink 571, and cabinets. Other internal furniture
such as a bed, desk, chair, dresser, cotlee table, and couches
may be placed anywhere.

Alternatively, FIGS. 11C-D illustrate component plans of a
second exemplary two-bedroom unit for various walls and
components before and after assembly. For example, the exte-
rior wall 510 1s interchangeable with different walls such as
using two layers of exterior walls 510A-510B. The reconfig-
urable glass partition 567 that separates the bedroom from the
living room 1s interchangeable with a regular reconfigurable
partition 565A. Any of the layouts are tlexible and walls as
well as components can be changed around.

FIGS. 12-13 1llustrate an overview of wall construction of
the units of the present invention. In an effort to keep the
construction as efficient as possible for on-site staging, stor-
age ol materials, walls and components are minimal. All of
the fundamental elements of the building are delivered to the
site as pre-fabricated and pre-finished components. These
pre-fabricated and pre-finished components include all exte-
rior walls, demising walls, interior partitions, all kitchen and
bathroom units, and other components. Walls are typically
delivered as large a component as possible and unless noted
otherwise, are hoisted directly from the truck to their final
location for immediate 1nstallation.

More specifically, FIGS. 12A-F illustrate a perspective
view ol different phases of assembling an exemplary studio
unit and 1ts interior components. FIG. 12A 1llustrates an
exemplary studio unit floor 590 of the slab with a recess 595
tor the bathroom tloor pan 555. After the slabs 450 are inplace
the demising walls 520A-B are delivered to the site. Each of
the demising walls 520A-B 1s hoisted as a single wall com-
ponent and staged in the studio unit. In this particular embodi-
ment, the demising wall 520 1s single 19'-0" long component.
However, depending on the overall plan, the dimensions of
the demising wall 520 are easily changeable and not limited to
these dimensions. The demising walls 520A-B are merely
positioned and are not 1nstalled until istallation of the exte-
rior window wall 505 1s complete. As shown in FIG. 12B, the
demising walls 520A-B are delivered to the site as a preas-
sembled, prewired and prefimshed component with sprin-
klers.

As shown 1 FIG. 12C, the demising walls 520A-B are
installed to enclose the studio unit. In the next step as shown
in FIG. 12E, the bathroom floor pan 1s fitted into the recess
595 before 1nstalling the bathroom and kitchen components.
As shown 1n FIG. 12D, a utility wall 533 1s installed so that a
toilet 559 and a bathroom vamity 557 can be installed on top of
the bathroom tloor pan 5535 and against the utility walls 535.
Immediately adjacent to the bathroom, a kitchen unit 570
with a stove 572, cabinets 573, kitchen sink 571 with a coun-
tertop. As shown in FIG. 12F, the reconfigurable partition 565
separates the bathroom from the kitchen. The shower parti-
tion 562 separates the shower 566 and bathroom 553 from the
living space area. The entry door 525 may be 1nstalled either
alter or before 1nstallation of the bathroom and kitchen com-
ponents. The details of attachment of the demising walls
520A-B to the studio unit floor 590 or slab 450 are described
in and more readily understood in FIG. 19.

FIGS. 13A-F 1illustrate a perspective view of different
phases of assembling an exemplary two-bedroom unit. Simi-
lar to assembling the studio unit as shown 1n FIGS. 12A-F, the
demising wall 520 that 1s delivered to the site as a preas-
sembled, prewired and prefinished component 1s hoisted up to
the umit and staged to be installed after installation of the

exterior window walls S05A-C. As shown 1n FIG. 12B, the
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bathroom floor pan 5355 1s similarly fitted 1nto the recess 595
for easily 1nstalling the bathroom components. A utility wall
535 1s istalled to enclose the two-bedroom unit. All the
internal bathroom and kitchen components are similarly
installed as described in FIG. 12. The two bedrooms are
separated from each other by a first reconfigurable partition
5635 A. Each of the bedroom 1s separated from the living space
by second and third reconfigurable partitions 563B-C. Each
of the second and third reconfigurable partitions 563B-C have
an attached sliding bedroom door 568 for privacy. The bath-
room also has a sliding bathroom door 538 that 1s attached to
the shower partition 562 that also separates the bathroom. The
second reconfiguration partition 565B 1s interchangeable
with a reconfigurable glass partition 567 for allowing more
light into the bedroom. On the side of the utility walls 535, an
entry door 525 within an exterior wall and an exterior wall
510 are installed to fully enclose the two-bedroom unat.

As shown 1n FIG. 13C-F, there are two types of msulated
walls, including but not limited to the exterior window walls
505A-C. These exterior window walls 505 are delivered to the
site as pre-assembled and pre-finished components for rapid
installation. Exterior window walls 505A-C are installed on
the exterior sides of the units one right after the other at the
general contractor’s discretion. Upon 1nstalling the exterior
window walls 505A-D, they provide a tully weather-sealed,
exterior wall system for the plurality of units.

FIGS. 14A-G 1llustrate side and top views of various con-
figurations of the exterior window walls 505 for various units.
The exterior window walls 505A, 505B, 505D, 505E and
505F have operable windows 509 for easily opening the win-
dows for outside access. The operable windows 509 are
swinging, sliding or other mechanisms by which windows are
opened. In this exemplary embodiment, the exterior window
wall 505C does not have a swinging or sliding window 509.
The operable windows 509 may be opaque windows so that
light 1s not easily penetrated or clear windows. Any of these
exterior window walls 5035 may be 1nstalled to accommodate
different layouts of units. All of the exterior window walls
503 are delivered to the site for rapid installation.

FIGS. 15-16 illustrate sectional details of structural mem-
bers for attaching exterior window walls 505, 6035 to the
structural frame 600, 610 and slab 650. The top and bottom
exterior window walls 605A, 603B are each supported at the
edges by support members 610A, 610B. In order to install
exterior window walls 605A, 605B, an anchor 612 1n the
shape of an L with outer ledges bent inwardly 1s first placed
and anchored to the slab 650 by vertically inserting a fastener
621 A at the middle portion of the bottom side of the anchor
612 1nto the slab 650. The top anchor block 625A within the
slab 650 receives and catches the first fastener 621 A to firmly
secure the anchor 612 to the slab 650. The anchor 612 1s
positioned on and anchored to the slab 630 to leave room for
at least half of a large tflashing 635 to {it on the remaining
portion of the slab 650 towards the edge. Flexible, large
flashing 655 1s shaped around the adjacent components to
make a step-like structure with two upper and lower horizon-
tal portions and two upper and lower vertical portions. The
flexible, large flashing 655, which 1s waterproot, 1s positioned
immediately next to the anchor 612 so that the exterior, ver-
tical side of the anchor 612 fits with the upper vertical side of
the large flashing 655 and the lower horizontal portion of the
large flashing 653 fits snugly on the slab 650. Half of the lower
horizontal portion of the large flashing 635 protrudes out at
the edge of the slab 650 as shown in FIGS. 15-16.

A slip member 630 1s then anchored firmly to the underside
of the slab 650 at the ceiling portion or the head portion of the
exterior window wall 603B. The slip member 630 1s shimmed
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so that 1t 1s pertectly level to receive the bottom exterior
window wall 605B with the head support member 611B and
rests at 1ts exact elevation. The exterior window walls 605A,
6058 are constructed to allow approximately 34" of shim
space at the top and bottom for leveling and alignment. A third
fastener 621C 1s used to attach a head wedge 615B to the
underside of the slab 6350. The bottom anchor block 625B
within the slab 650 receives and catches the third fastener
621C to firmly secure the slip member 630 to the slab 650.
The small flashing 617 1s used to seal the head wedge 615B.
Upon anchoring the slip member 630A to 1ts proper position
under the slab 650, the exterior window wall 605B with the
head support member 611B 1s inserted into the slip member
630A. Upon securing the head portion of the exterior window
wall 605B with the slip member 630B, the bottom portion of
the exterior window wall 605A 1s p051t10ned tightly agalnst
the anchor 612 and at the bottom side (not shown in this
figure) of the exterior window wall 605B. As shown 1n FIG.

16, a bottom wedge 615A 1s attached on top of the slab 650
with the large flashing 655 inbetween before positioning the
exterior window wall 605 A against the anchor 612.

The exterior window walls 603 already have integrated
insulating panels 630 which are already included during
manufacturing. Therefore, the exterior window walls 605 are
installed and enclosed by trims 617 without a need to place
any 1nsulating panels 620 around the horizontal columns 610
to insulate the slab 650 and the exterior window walls 605A-B
from outer air and moisture. The completely assembled exte-
rior window walls 605A-B are shown in FIG. 16.

The next method of constructing a building 1s installing end
walls 515, particularly when a unit i1s located 1n the middle of
a building 101, 102, 103. A living unit that 1s located in the
middle of a building 101, 102, 103, 1s enclosed between two
demising walls 520 that are parallel to one another. In this
case, both the demising walls 520A-B with its structural
members are placed one aiter the other. However, for a living,
unit that 1s located at the end of a building 101, 102, 103, the
end unit requires installation of an end wall 515 1n lieu of a
second demising wall 520B or an exterior window wall 505,
605. The preferred sequence 1s to 1install the end wall 515 with
its structural members immediately following installation of
the exterior window walls 5035, 605 as shown 1n previous
FIGS. 15-16. This sequence of events helps to enclose the
construction as soon as possible.

FIG. 36 illustrates cross-sectional details of end walls
515A-B, before attaching a final panel 661 A made of metal or
other similar materials to the exterior surfaces of the end walls
515A-B and floor and ceiling slab 6350 located inbetween.
FIGS. 37A-B illustrate cross-sectional details of end walls of
FIG. 36 after attaching the final panel 661 A to the exterior
surfaces of the end walls 515A-B and floor and ceiling slab
650 located inbetween. An exemplary end wall 515 1s com-
posed of 334" metal stud framing with batt insulation, sprin-
kler plumbing, electrical, and communications components.
The wiring and plumbing are pre-installed at a factory and
connected at the site. The interior side of the end wall 5135
receives a layer of fire-rated, inner wall panel 657A-B with a
finished panel 660. The inner wall panel 657 A-B 1s preferably
a 12 mm magnestum oxide board, however, other types of
fire-rated wall panels with safety mechanisms may be used
and 1s not meant to be limiting. The finish for the mnner wall
panel 657A-B may be determined from several options that
are available and attached over the mterior side of the end wall
515 at a factory to pre-manufacture the end walls 5135. An
exemplary finish 1s a finished panel 660 over the inner wall
panel 657A-B. Examples of a finish would include stain,
paint, an additional layer of magnesium-oxide board, wood
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vaneer, wood paneling, plaster, metal, wallpaper, and cork
among others. The exterior side of the end wall 515 receives
a pre-finished metal panel 661 that 1s also insulated. Further-
more, pre-finished trims 682A-B cover the interior bottom
and head portions of the end walls 515A-B. Removable,
pre-finished trims 682A-B are placed to conceal the wall

insulation and connections of the head and bottom portions of
the end walls 515A-B.

A base anchor 612A 1s securely attached to the slab 650
using a first fastener 621 A that 1s drilled vertically down 1nto
the slab 650 for receiving the bottom portion of the end wall
515A. A second anchor 612B 1s also drilled upwardly into the
slab 650 to securely attach the head anchor 612E to the
underside of the slab 650. The end wall 5135 utilizes a ther-
mally 1insulated anchors 612A-B that are securely attached to
the slab 650 prior to installing the end wall 5315A-B. The end

walls 5135 are suspended via a crane and moved 1nto place
from the exterior of the building. The end wall 515A 1s set
onto the slab 650 and secured 1nto place via access from the
interior face of the building. Simultaneously, the head portion
of the end wall 515B 1s placed into the slip member 630 and
secured in place. In order to secure the head portion of the end
wall 515B to the anchor 612B, a third fastener 621C 1s
securely iserted horizontally through the vertical side of the
anchor 612B and into the end wall 515B. The vertical portion
of the anchor 612B has pre-punched slots (not shown 1n
figures) through which the third fastener 621 1s screwed hori-
zontally to accommodate vertical movement of the end wall
515B due to vibration of the slab 650. Consequently, a hori-
zontal gap 673 allows slight, vertical deflection of the slab
650. A vertical gap 672 also allows horizontal movement of
the slab 6350. These gaps 672, 673 may be filled with fire
saling materials 670 prior to attaching the metal panel 661.

A final insulated metal panel 661 A and a painted sheet
metal trims 665A-B are mstalled once the end walls 515A-B
are securely anchored into place. Normally, the metal panels
661B-C on the exterior side of the end walls 515A-B are
pre-manufactured and already attached to the end walls
515A-B. However, the final metal panel 661A 1s attached
aiter complete installation of the end walls 515 A-B to conceal
and 1nsulate the exterior edge of the slab 650 located between
the two end walls 515A-B.

FIG. 37B 1llustrates the cross-sectional details of connect-
ing the final metal panel 661A to the other metal panels
661B-C that are already pre-attached to the two end walls
515A-B. The upper portion 662 and lower portion 663 of the
metal panels 661 are oppositely 1dentical 1n that the portions
662, 663 arc protruding structures extending around 3" that
may {it together with other metal panels 661. The width of the
upper and lower portions 662, 663 1s about half of the width
of the metal panel 661. A clip member 680 shaped as a rigid
S 1s attached to the end wall S15A by a fastener 681 1nserted
horizontally through the clip member 680 into the end wall
515A. The upper portion of the first clip member 680 that fits
vertically into a small, space 677 of the lower portion 663B of
the metal panel 661B and holds the lower portion 663B to the
end wall 515A. A metal trim 682 1s also attached to the end
wall S15A by the same fastener 681 that holds the first clip
member 680 to the end wall 515A. A latch 684 shaped as an
L that protrudes out from the upper portion 662A of the final
metal panel 661A. The metal trim 682 catches onto and over
the latch 684 to hold the final metal panel 661 A to the end wall
515A. Upon installing the final metal panel 661 A and the
metal trim 682, a backer rod 683 1s sealed at the joint between
the two metal panels 661 A-B and over the panel fastener 681
to cover the joint. The installation of this final metal panel
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661A and trim 682 complete the installation of the end walls
515A-B creating a weather-tight and water-tight system.
The next step of constructing a building for the present

invention ivolves placing or installing the demising walls
520A-B as shown 1n FIGS. 19-25. FIG. 19 1illustrates com-

pletely installed demising walls 520A-B to the floor and
ceiling slab 650. As shown 1n FIG. 21, the exemplary demis-
ing wall 520 has a head section 641A and a base section 641B.
The demising wall 520 1s composed of staggered 334" metal
stud framing 633 with acoustical blanket insulation layer 637,
clectrical connections 639, sprinklers, and communications
components. The acoustical insulation layer 637 1s preferably
2" to 3" thick with weave-thru studs and has sound transmis-
sion class (STC) rating of at least 55 or higher. The life-safety
wiring 1s pre-installed at the factory and connected at the site
of constructing the walls 520 and building. Both sides of the
demising wall 520 receive a layer of fire-rated, 12 mm mag-
nesium oxide board finish. The finish for the finish panel 660
may be determined from several options that are available and
attached over both sides of the demising wall 520 at a factory
when the demising walls 520 are pre-manufactured. An
exemplary finish 1s a finished panel 660A-D such as stain,
paint, an additional layer of magnesium-oxide board, wood
vaneer, wood paneling, plaster, metal, wallpaper, and cork
among others. A preferred application for the inner wall panel
657 1s a 12 mm magnesium oxide board, however, other
similar fire-rated panels or matenals may be used. The head
and base sections 641A, 641B are each protected and lines
with magnesium oxide boards on the inside for acoustical
damping or that are preferably made of similar materials of
strength and durability.

As shown 1n F1G. 22C, the first step of installing the demis-
ing wall 520 utilizes pre-fimshed, acoustically sealed support
members 685A-B and fire-insulated, first and second base
anchors 686 A-B which are secured to the top and under sides
of the floor and ceiling slabs 650. As shown 1n detail 1n FIG.
22 A, the horizontal section of the L-shaped base support
member 685A has a pre-drilled hole 688A to receive the base
tastener 687A for securely attaching the base support mem-
ber 685A to the slab 650. Therefore, the base support member
685 A 1s securely attached to the top portion of the slab 650 by
drilling the base fastener 687A through the hole 688A, the
pad 690 and into the slab 650. The pad 690 1s approximately
314" long that 1s positioned immediately beneath the horizon-
tal section of the base support member 685A. Adjacent to the

pad 690, fire-sealant tape 693 A-B 1s placed on each side of the

pad 690 betfore dnilling the base fastener 687 A into the slab
650.

As shown 1n FIG. 23, upon securely attaching the support
members 685 to the top and under sides of the slab 650, the
entire demising wall 520A 1s set onto the base support mem-
ber 685A and secured into place. Simultaneously, the head
section of the demising wall 520B 1s placed adjacent to and
inside the head anchors 6868 and securely positioned nto
place. The next step 1s to insert a support fastener 689A
horizontally from the vertical side of the head support mem-
ber 685B through the demising wall 520B. In FIG. 20-23, the
head support member 685B has pre-determined slots (not
actually shown 1n figures) to allow vertical movement from
slab 650 vibration after support fastener 689A attachment
between the vertical side of the head support member 6858
and the head portion of the second wall 641 A. In FIG. 24, the
next step 1s to cover the iner side of the demising wall 520A
by attaching the trim 682, preferably made of metal or other
similar materials. More specifically, the trim 682 1s preferably
made of aluminum. After the trim 682 1s attached, the inner
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side of the demising wall 520A 1s backed by a magnesium
oxide board. A trim fastener 678 1s horizontally inserted into
the demising wall 520A.

The next step 1s filling the horizontal gap 673 created
between the underside of the slab 650 and the head portion of
the demising wall 520B with fire safing materials 670. The
next step 1s sealing any open spaces between the slab 650 and
the base portion of the demising wall 520A with caulk, pret-
erably fire-resistant caulk, to prevent any fire from getting
through the space. Caulk or similar fire-resistant material 1s
also used to seal the space between the horizontal portion of
the head support member 685B and the head portion of the
demising wall 520B whereby the fire safing materials 670 are
inserted. This horizontal gap whereby the fire safing materials
670 are filled also allows vertical movement of the slab 650
due to vibration. Upon sealing the open spaces between the
demising walls 520A-B and the slab 650, the first and second
trims 682 A-B are attached on each side of the demising wall
520B at the head portion. Removable, pre-finished pressure-
{1t trim 682 conceals bottom of the wall connections. The first
and second trims 682A-B are substantially Z-shaped with an
upper vertical portion and a lower vertical portion connected
by an upper horizontal portion. The lower vertical portion
also has a perpendicular, lower horizontal portion. The trims
682 also have a preattached fire rated, wall panel on the inside.
The lower horizontal portions of the trims 682A-B are
inserted between the slab 650, pad 690 and a horizontal
portion of the already attached head support member 6858
until the inner fire rated wall panel on the trims 682 A-B touch
the demising wall 520B as shown 1n FIG. 24. The pad 690 1s
preferably made of neoprene, however, other types of similar
materials can be used. The removable, pre-finished, pressure-
{1t trims 682 A-B conceal the fire-safing 670 and connections.

FIG. 25 1llustrates top views and cross-sectional details of
the mterface between a demising wall 320 with exterior win-
dow walls 505 and entry doors 525. In FIG. 25A, a top view
of the demising wall 520 interfacing with the exterior window
walls 5035 1s illustrated. The first window member 695A 1s
positioned on the right side of the closure panel 699A after
attaching the exterior window walls 505 and window member
695 A to the floor and ceiling slab 650 (as described 1n FIG.
15). Closure panel 699A with integral insulation 696 1s shid
into place attaching to the window member 695A and then
attached at the floor and ceiling slab 650 (as described in FIG.
15). Next exterior window wall 505 with a second window
member 6958 1s placed to the lett of the closure panel 699 A
and secured 1n the same manner. The first and second window
members 695A-B on each side of the closure panel 699A are
approximately 10" long and positioned to support the exterior
window walls 505 against the demising wall 520. Upon
secure attachment of the exterior window walls 505A-B, the
demising wall 520 1s positioned and secured. Upon secure
attachment of the demising walls 520, the rods 698A-D, fire
safing 670, trims 691C-D, and fire caulking 674 are provided
between the demising wall 520 and the exterior window walls
505A-B. Similarly, the rods 698A-D, trims 691C-D, and fire
safing 670 and fire caulking 674 are inserted between the
demising wall 520 and the closing panel 699B once the
demising walls 520 and entry doors 700A-B are securely
positioned perpendicularly. The first door member 700A 1s
positioned on the right side of the closure panel 699B after
attaching the exterior window walls 325 and first window
member 700A to the floor and ceiling slab 650 (as described
in FI1G. 35). Closure panel 699 with integral insulation 696 1s
slid into place attaching to the entry doors 700A and then
attached at the tloor and ceiling slab 650 (as described 1n FIG.
35). Next window wall 525 with a second window wall mem-
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ber 700B 1s placed to the left of the closure panel 699B and
secured 1n the same manner. The entry doors 525A-B are
attached on the door members 700A-B on each side of the
closure panel 699B. The entry doors 525A-B, more specifi-
cally the door portions are swinging doors, are hingedly
attached to the door members 700A-B of the closure panel
699B.

FI1G. 27 illustrates cross-sectional details of utility walls
535 installed above and beneath the floor and ceiling slab 650
for interior plumbing assembly. The recess 595 for the bath-
room floor pan 555 extends underneath the utility wall 533 to
allow the drain 556 to connect to a waste-line plumbing inside
of the plumbing chase to avoid exposing drain lines at the
ceiling slab 650 of the unit below. Each unit 300A-H as shown
in FIG. 6 has a utility wall 535 at the end of every kitchen and
bathroom. The utility wall 535 houses common mechanical,
plumbing and electrical risers that serve the units 300 A-H. All
of the utilities to and from the units are accessed at the utility
wall 535.

The next step of constructing a building 1s placing or
installing utility walls 535. FIG. 29 1llustrates cross-sectional
details of utility walls 533 attached to the floor and ceiling
slab 650. These utility walls 535 are delivered to the site as
pre-assembled, pre-plumbed, pre-wired and pre-finished
components. As shown i FIG. 29, the utility walls 535 are
finished on one side with the fire-rated, inner wall panels
657A-B and the other side with outer metal panels 661A-C.
Other possible cladding materials comprise metal panel,
cementitious board, phenolic resin board, wood siding, gyp-
sum reinforced fiber cement panels, precast concrete panels,
and ceramic tile. The exemplary utility wall 5335 1s composed
of 20 GA metal stud framing 635 at 16" 1n the center, inner
wall panels 657A-B preferably made of 12 mm magnesium

oxide board with a water resistant finish on the inner side of
the utility wall 535A-B. The utility wall 535 1

turther includes
an integrated 214" acoustical blanket insulation layer 637A-B
within the utility wall 535. The utility walls 335 arrive on site
with all the wall plumbing associated with the kitchen sink
571, toilet 5359, shower 566 already 1n place. The utility walls
535 also include all plumbing supply, vent and drain lines,
shower valves 551, shower head 561 and associated trim. The
utility walls 535 further contain the unit’s electrical panel
577. The other side of the utility wall 535 1s composed o1 325"
20 GA metal stud framing at 16" on center, 34" fire-rated wall
board and, 1n the preferred application from a range of 2" to
3", 1f local climate requires 1t, integrated insulated metal
panels with integral air and vapor barrier. The alternative
exterior {inish includes a layer of 2 cement board with a
water resistant finish. Other exterior finish materials include
cementitious board, phenolic resin board, wood siding, gyp-
sum remforced fiber cement panels, precast concrete panels,
and ceramic tile.

Installation of the utility walls 535 utilizes a pre-finished,
acoustically sealed head bracket member 685A that 1s sub-
stantially shaped as an L, a head anchor 686A at the head
portion of the utility wall 535 which are securely attached to
the ceiling slabs 650 with a pad 690 inbetween the head
bracket member 685 A and the ceiling slab 650. Installation of
the utility walls 535 further utilizes base anchors 687A-B at
the base portion of the utility walls 535 to securely attach to
the tloor slabs 650. First, the utility wall 535 1s set onto the
bathroom floor pan 555 of the floor slab 650 as shown in
FIGS. 29-30 and secured into place by anchoring the utility
wall 535 to the floor slab 650. A first base anchor 687A and a
second base anchor 6878 through a top anchor block 625 are
injected 1nto the tloor slab 650 to anchor the utility wall 535
over the bathroom tloor pan 5355 of the floor slab 650.
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Simultaneously, a head anchor 686A 1s drilled upwardly
into the slab 650 by permanently attaching a head bracket
member 6858 to the underside of the slab 650 for attaching a
utility wall 535B. The head anchor 686A may be a bolt or
similar attachment means to securely attach the head bracket
member 68358 to the slab 650. The head portion of the utility
wall 535A-B 1s then securely tilted into the head bracket
member 6858 while aligning the vertical portion of the angle
member 671 with the vertical portion of the head bracket
member 6835B. The utility wall 535 utilizes a thermally 1nsu-
lated head bracket member 6858 that 1s securely attached to
the slab 650 prior to installing the utility wall 535A-B. As
shown i FIG. 29-30, the utility wall 533 1s tilted during
installation of the wall 535 to catch the second head anchor
6868 1n the slots (not shown 1n this figure.) on the vertical side
of the angle member 671 and through the head bracket mem-
ber 685B attached above. As shown 1n FIGS. 29-30, the base
portion of the utility wall 535 1s anchored directly to the slab
650 via first and second base anchors 687A-B dnlled verti-
cally into the slab 650. A horizontal gap 673 created between
the underside of the slab 650 and head portion of the utility
wall 535 allows slight, vertical detlection of the slab 650. A
vertical gap 672 created between the edge portion 651 of the
slab 650 and a first metal panel 661A also allows horizontal
movement of the slab 650. These horizontal and vertical gaps
672, 673 may be filled with fire safing materials 670 prior to
attaching the metal panel 661B.

As shown 1n FIG. 29, a second head anchor 6868 1s drilled
through the vertical portions of the angle member 671 and the
head bracket member 6858 in a horizontal direction or per-
pendicular to the first head anchor 686A to attach the angle
member 671 of the utility wall 5335B to the head bracket
member 6835B. The angle member 671 has pre-punched slots
on the vertical portion of the L shape to allow any screw,
fastener or other means to attach the angle member 671 of the
demising wall 5358 to the head bracket member 6835B to
accommodate any vertical movement of the utility wall 3358
caused by the vibrational movement of the slab 650. Upon
attaching the angle member 671 to the head bracket member
685 at the head portion, a prefinished trim 682D, preferably
with a backer board, substantially shaped as a Z or a step-like
structure 1s placed over the head anchor assembly to cover the
connections. The iner portion of the utility wall 535 that 1s
adjacent to the shower 566 have a water resistant finish with
a metal flashing to prevent water from entering between the
bathroom floor pan 555 of the floor slab 650 and the utility
wall 535.

Upon securing the utility walls 535, insulated metal panels
661 A-C are installed once the utility walls 335A-B are
securely anchored into place. Normally, the metal panels
661B-C on the exterior side of the utility walls 535A-B are
pre-manufactured and already pre-finished by being attached
to the exterior side of the utility walls 535A-B. However, the
final metal panels 661A, 661C are attached after complete
installation of the utility walls 535 A-B to conceal and insulate
the exterior edge 651 of the slab 650 located between the two
utility walls 335A-B. FIG. 32 illustrates the cross-sectional
details of connecting the final metal panel 661 A, 661C to the
other metal panel 661A that is already pre-attached to the two
utility walls S35A-B. The upper portion 662 and lower por-
tion 663 of the metal panels 661 are oppositely 1dentical in
that the portions 662, 663 are protruding structures extending
out around 3" that may {it together with other, symmetrical
metal panels 661. The width of the upper and lower portions
662, 663 1s about half of the width of the metal panel 661.

An angle-shaped panel attachment angle 679 1s first
secured to the utility wall 5358 with a fastener 681B as shown
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in FIG. 31 to allow for the attachment of the final metal panel
661C. A clip member 680 shaped as arigid S 1s attached to the
utility wall 535A by a panel fastener 681 A inserted horizon-
tally through the clip member 680 1nto the utility wall 535A.
The upper portion of the first clip member 680 that fits verti-
cally into a small, space 677 of the lower portion 663B of the
metal panel 661B and holds the lower portion 663B to the
utility wall 535A. A trim 682 1s also attached to the exterior
surface of the utility wall 535A by the same fastener 681 that
holds the first clip member 680 to the utility wall 535A. The
trim 682 1s preferably made of metal but other similar mate-
rials can be used and 1s not meant to be limiting. A latch 684
shaped as an L that protrudes out from the upper portion 662A
of the final metal panel 661 A. The metal trim 682 catches onto
and over the latch 684 to hold the final metal panel 661 A to the
exterior plumbing wall 540A. Upon 1nstalling the final metal
panel 661 A and the metal trim 682, a backer rod 683 is sealed
at the joint between the two metal panels 661 A-B and over the
panel fastener 681 to cover the joint. The mstallation of this
final metal panel 661A and trim 682 complete the installation
of the utility walls 335A-B creating a weather-tight and
water-tight system.

The next step of constructing a building 1s connecting
utility components and installing fixtures. All of the unit’s
utility connections occur at the utility walls 5335. The electri-
cal and communications main lines run vertically in the utility
wall 535. Ateach unit, the electrical service feeds directly into
the utility wall’s 535 breaker panel. Wiring connections to
other wall components occur via pre-installed wiring. Elec-
trical and communications connections are carried out at the
time of installation of each adjacent utility wall 535. In FIG.
28 A, a side view of the utility wall 5335 1s shown without the
bath and kitchen components 1n place. The bathroom floor
pan 355 with the drain 556 is set 1n grout first after installing,
the utility wall 535. The utility wall 335 has first and second
vents 576 A-B located respectively 1n the bathroom 553 and
kitchen 569 on top portions of the utility wall 535. The utility
wall 535 also has first and second plumbing 580A-B for
supply and waste for connecting the bathroom vamity 557 and
sink 571A with a sink and kitchen unit 570. There are a
plurality of outlets 581 A-H located 1n the utility wall 5335 for
the bathroom 353 and kitchen 569. The utility wall 535 that
arrives on-site also has pre-integrated shower head 561 and
shower valves 551.

FI1G. 28B 1llustrates the utility wall 535 with bathroom and
kitchen components installed on the utility wall 535. Instal-
lation of plumbing fixtures occur immediately after utility
connections are made to the utility wall 535. Sinks 571 A-B
are pre-installed 1in the bathroom vanity 557 and kitchen unit
570. Cabinets 573A-B are delivered and installed immedi-
ately after the utility wall 335 1s 1nstalled. All wiring within a
given unit feed back to the umt’s electrical panel 577.

The next step of constructing a building 1s inserting a
bathroom floor pan 553 and a shower base 560 with an inte-
gral drain 556 1nto a recess 595 within the floor slab 650. The
recess 595 or depression 1s cast into the slab 650 and shaped
to recerve the bathroom floor pan 555 and shower base 560.
The bathroom floor pan 3555 1s a pre-cast, pre-formed com-
ponent with an integral shower base 560 and sloping floors
towards the drain 556 for directing water to the drain 556. The
bathroom floor pan 555 1s field set 1n grout after the installa-
tion of the utility wall 535. In FIG. 26B, the first shower
partition 5362A 1s shown to divide the shower 566 portion
from the bathroom 553 portion. The toilet 359 and bathroom
vanity 5357 are also shown. The next step of construction 1s
placing exterior walls 510. Living units that are 30 feet and
wider may have a room against the exterior wall 5310 at the
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chase wall side of the unit. If these rooms are to be used as
bedrooms, building code may require that a door or window
be provided that 1s large enough to accommodate egress. In
these types of conditions, exterior walls 310 can be used. The
exterior wall 510 1s composed and anchored 1n exactly the
same manner as the end walls 515 as shown 1n FIGS. 36-37.
The exterior walls 510 are provided 1n a different configura-
tion than the end walls 515 since the exterior walls 510 have
a window or door included. Similar to the end walls 515,
exterior walls 510 are composed of 334" metal stud framing
635 with batt msulation layer 637, electrical, communica-
tions, and life safety wiring which are installed at the factory
and connected at the site. The interior side of the exterior wall
510 receives a layer of 12 mm magnesium oxide board or a
finish panel 660 (finish to be determined from the several
options available) attached over the wall board. The exterior
side of the exterior wall 510 receive a pre-finished insulated
metal panel 661. The alternative exterior fimsh materials
include cementitious board, phenolic resin board, wood sid-
ing, gypsum reinforced fiber cement panels, precast concrete
panels, and ceramic tile. The exterior wall 510 utilizes a

thermally insulated head anchor 612 with a pre-fimished trim
682. These anchors 612 are secured to the ceiling and floor
slab 650.

Similar to the end walls 515, the exterior walls 510 are
suspended via a crane and moved 1nto place from the exterior
of the building. The exterior walls 510 are set onto the floor
slab 650 and secured into place. Simultaneously, the head
portion of the exterior wall 510 1s placed adjacent to the
anchor 612 and secured into place. The vertical side of the
head anchor 612 has pre-punched slots to allow screw or
fastener attachment to occur between the anchor 612 and the
exterior wall 510 to accommodate vertical movement caused
by vibration of the slab 650. An insulated metal panel 661 and
removable, pre-finished metal trim 665 are installed at the
head section to conceal the top of exterior wall 310 1nsulation
and connections once the exterior walls 5310 are securely
anchored 1nto place. The metal panel 661 conceals and 1nsu-
lates the vertical edge 651 of the slab 650. Upon installing the
final metal panel 661 A and the metal trim 682, a backer rod
683 1s sealed at the joint between the two metal panels
661 A-B and over the panel fastener 681 to cover the joint. The
installation of this final metal panel 661A and trim 682 com-
plete the installation of the exterior walls 510 creating a
weather-tight and water-tight system.

The next step of construction 1s installing the entry door
525. The entry door 525 is a pre-assembled, pre-wired and
pre-finished component. The entry door 525 comes with a
door portion 705, inner frame 707 to house the door portion
703, outer frame 706 to support the entry door 525, and an
operable relight panel 704 positioned above the door portion
705. All associated hardware for the door portion 705 1is
pre-installed except for thresholds or covers 710 to prevent
bottom draft, an outer frame 706, and a closure panel 699. The
closure panel 699 1s preferably made of aluminum, however,
other types of materials can be used to enclose the door
assembly. The entry door 525 may come 1n a right-hand or a
left-hand door configuration to accommodate different unit
layouts. The entry door 525 has an operable relight panel 704
above the door portion 705. Electrical connections to be made
between walls such as the demising wall 520 and the utility
wall 535 are made 1n the cavity between the door portion 703
and the operable relight panel 704. As shown 1n FIGS. 34-35,
the entry door 525 1s anchored to the floor via anchor clips
703 A-B provided at each side, and the anchor clips 703A-B
are used to attach the frames 706, 707 to the floor slab 650.
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Upon installing the entry door 525, the anchor clips 703A-B
are concealed under the unit’s cover 710.

The operable relight panel 704 of the entry door 525 1s
anchored to the ceiling slab 650 above via a head anchor 612
which 1s secured to the ceiling slab 6350. Attachment of the
removable panel 704 of the entry door 525 1s very similar to
the head connection of the exterior window walls 505, 605 as
shown 1n FIG. 15. The top of the entry door 3525 1s placed
adjacent to the head anchor 612 and securely attached in
place. The head anchor 612 has pre-punched slots to allow
screw attachment to occur between the anchor 612 and the
entry door 5235 to accommodate vertical movement caused by
vibration of the slab 650. The connection at the head of the
entry door 325 1s covered by the removable panel 704 placed
above the door. The wall cavity above the door houses the
clectrical connections linking the outlets in the demising wall
520 to the electrical service 1 the plumbing chase.

FIGS. 35B-D illustrate attaching the head and base por-
tions of the entry door 525 to the floor and ceiling slab 650.
The base portion of the entry door 525 is first set above the
tfloor slab 650 so that the bottom portion 702 of the entry door
525 1s sitting 1n a perpendicular direction from the bottom
anchor block 6235B as shown in FIG. 35B. The L-shaped
anchor clip 703 1s touching the front, bottom portion 702 of
the entry door 525 and also sitting perpendicularly above the
bottom anchor block 625B so that first and second fasteners
621A-B are drilled into the bottom portion 702 of the entry
door 525 and bottom anchor block 625B within the floor slab
650. The cover 710 then 1s 1nstalled over the bottom portion
702 of the entry door 525 to make the ground level gradually
declining from the door portion 705 to the floor slab 650. At
the head portion of the entry door 5235, a first slip member
630A substantially L-shaped and a second slip member 630B
substantially C-shaped are connected at the top end to be
anchored firmly to the underside of the slab 650 at the ceiling
portion or the head portion of the entry door 525. The slip
member 630 1s shimmed so that 1t 1s pertectly level to receive
the head entry door 525 with the head support member 611B
and rests at 1ts exact elevation. The entry doors 523 are con-
structed to allow approximately 34" of shim space at the top
and bottom for leveling and alignment. A third fastener 621C
1s used to attach a head wedge 615B, positioned between the
top anchor block 625A and the two slip members 630 to the
underside of the slab 650. The top anchor block 625A within
the ceiling slab 650 receives and catches the third fastener
621C to firmly secure the first and second slip members 630
to the slab 650. The slip members 630 in turn securely hold
both 1nner and outer sides of the entry door 525 by attaching,
on both sides as shown 1n FIGS. 35C-D. A small flashing 617
1s used to seal the head wedge 615B.

Upon anchoring the slip members 630A-B to its proper
position under the slab 650, the entry door 5235 with the head
support member 611B i1s inserted into the slip members
630A-B. Upon securing the head portion of the entry door
525 with the slip members 630A-B, the bottom portion of the
entry door 523 1s positioned tightly against the anchor 612
and at the bottom side (not shown 1n this figure.) of the entry
door 525. As shown 1n FIG. 35, a bottom wedge 615A may be
attached on top of the slab 650 with the large flashing 6535
inbetween before positioning the entry door 525 against the
head anchor 612. The wall cavity above the entry door 525
houses the electrical connections linking the outlets 1 the
demising wall 520 to the electrical service in the utility wall
535.

FIGS. 34A-B illustrate top views of the entry doors 525
attached adjacent to the utility wall 535 and perpendicularly
attached to the demising wall 520. Two entry doors 525 are
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currently shown to be installed side by side next to each other.
The door portions 705A-B are shown to be swinging doors
which are currently open. The door portions 705A-B can be
made of glass or any other type of maternials. FIG. 34B 1llus-
trates a detailed and magmfied top view of the outer frame
706 connecting adjacent to the utility wall 535. The head
anchor 612 shaped as an L 1s placed at the perpendicular
corner created between the utility wall 535 and the 1nner
frame 707 of the entry door 525 so that the first fastener 621 A
1s drilled through the anchor 612 into the inner frame 707
while the second fastener 621B 1s drilled through the anchor
612 1n a perpendicular direction from the first fastener 621 A
into the utility wall 535. The anchor 612 therefore anchors the
entry door 525 against the right side of the utility wall 335 as
shown 1n FIG. 34B. Upon anchoring the entry door 525 to the
utility wall 335, the outer frame 706 1s attached over the inner
frame 707 to conceal the attachments of the entry door 525 to
the utility wall 535. Furthermore, a rod 683 and sealant are
used 1n a channel created between the outer surface of the
entry door 525, more specifically the inner frame 707, and the
utility wall 535 whereby the entry door 525 was 1nserted 1nto
place before anchoring adjacently to the utility wall 535. On
the right side of the entry door 525 whereby the first entry
door 525A 1s adjacently attached to a second entry door 5258
and interfacing perpendicularly with a demising wall 520, a
closure panel 699C 1s placed inbetween the two entry doors
525A-B so prevent the space to be left open. As shown in FIG.
34, the closure panel 699C 1s inserted and attached between
the two entry doors 525A-B, more specifically two outer
frames 706A-B of the two entry doors 525A-B.

Thenext step of construction 1s installing interior partitions
562, 565,567 and bedroom doors 568 for separating rooms or
configuring rooms with different layouts as shown in FIGS.
17-18. Interior partitions 562, 565, 567 and bedroom doors
568 are minimal. In most cases, the interior partitions 562,
565, 567 and bedroom doors 568 are removable, and the
location of the partitions 1s easily adjustable. The two main
exemplary types of partitions include 34" tempered glass and
3" thick, tull-height reconfigurable partitions. Shower parti-
tions 562 for the bathroom are full height 34" tempered and
frosted glass panels that fit into a head track 713 A and are held
in place via wall anchors. A sliding bedroom door 568
mounted on a sliding door track 715 at the head portion and
sitting over a sliding door guide 716 may also be provided as
shown 1 FIGS. 17-18. Head anchors 612B and bottom
anchors 612 A are brushed aluminum and attach directly to or
drill 1nto the surface of the floor and ceiling slabs 650 as
shown 1n FIGS. 17-18.

At the head portion of the partitions 562, 565, 567 and
bedroom doors 568 whereby they attach to the bottom side of
the celling slab 650, a rigid C-shaped receptor channel 713 A
1s attached to the bottom side of the ceiling slab 560 using a
first head anchor 612B. The receptor channel 713A 1s
approximately 2" deep and 2" wide so that the top portion of
the partition 565 1s inserted at least half way to 34" into the
receptor channel 713 A. Before inserting the partition 365 into
the receptor channel 713A and set 1n place, shims 718 are
placed between the vertical portions of the receptor channel
713 A and the top portion of the partition 565 to create friction
and to provide additional support for securely holding the
partition 5635 1n place. At the receptor channel 713 of the head
portion, a continuous rubber glazing gasket 719 will be
inserted between channel and partition to secure the panel
onto place. Sealant will be provided at vertical wall joints
where the glazing acts as a shower enclosure. The partition
563 1s anchored to the walls via edge angles (not shown 1n this

figure.).
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A sliding bedroom door 568, whether made of glass or
other matenials, 1s attached to a sliding door guide 715 previ-
ously attached to the ceiling slab 650 via a second head
anchor 612B. The sliding door guide 715 basically guides the
sliding bedroom door 568 at the top portion so that it can slide
open and close easily. The sliding bedroom door 568 1s sus-
pended from a sliding door track 715 mounted to the under-
side of the ceiling slab 650. The protruding structure 733 from
the top portion of the sliding bedroom door 568 extends 1nto
the sliding door track 715 and to catch the sliding door track
715. A trim 714, preferably made of aluminum or other types
of matenals, 1s used to attach the top portion of the sliding
bedroom door 568 to the underside of the ceiling slab 650 via
a second head anchor 612B as shown in FIG. 17B. The top
part of the trim 714 1s attached directly to the ceiling slab 650
and the bottom, side portion of the trim 714 1s attached to top,
side part of the sliding bedroom door 568 by linking the hook
748.

At the bottom portion of the partition 565 and bedroom
door 568, a bottom receptor channel 713C 1s attached to the
floor slab 650 by a bottom anchor 612A to insert a partition
base member 711. The partition base member 711 1s fully
positioned within the bottom receptor channel 713C so that a
third fastener or fastening means 717D 1s horizontally drilled
through the bottom receptor channel 713C and 1nto the par-
tition base member 711 for securely attaching the bottom
portion of the partition 565. Furthermore, a sliding door guide
716 1s adjacently positioned on the tloor slab 650 next to the
bottom receptor channel 713C and attached to the floor slab
650 by dnlling two bottom anchors 612A through the flat
portions of the sliding door guide 716 and into the floor slab
650. The sliding bedroom door 568 has a groove 738 that fits
over the protruding sliding door guide 716. An attachment
member 739 that extends below the end of the sliding door
568 keeps the sliding door 568 above the ground of the floor
slab 650 for easy sliding of the door 568. The majority of the
weilght of the sliding door 568 will be carried on rollers in
ceiling-mounted track 715. This mechanism 1s typically used
between the kitchen and bathroom. The partitions 5635 may
also be used to help establish privacy between bedrooms. A 4"
thick reconfigurable glass wall system will be used where
partitions 563 are called for between living and dining areas
and bedrooms. In these applications, the sliding aluminum
and glass doors are suspended from a sliding door track that 1s
supported by the wall system’s vertical mullions.

The next step of construction 1s installing kitchen and
bathroom components. As shown in FIGS. 28A-B, toilets 559
are 1nstalled on the utility wall 535. Bathroom vanities 557
arrive on site pre-assembled with the sink 371 A and associ-
ated out-of-wall plumbing pre-installed and ready for imme-
diate connection to the building’s systems. The shower base
560 and floor drain 556 are integral parts of the bathroom
floor pan 555 as shown 1 FIG. 26. Kitchen units 570 are
pre-fabricated, pre-finished kitchen wall and base cabinets.
These kitchen units 570 arrive at the site pre-drilled and
trimmed for plumbing, electrical connections and vent duct-
ing. Cabinets 573B have integral exhaust fans and light fix-
tures to be 1nstalled on the utility wall 535. Dishwasher and
under-counter refrigerator are also delivered to be installed on
the utility wall 535.

The next step of construction 1s installing parapet wall 730
tor the roof as shown 1 FIGS. 38-39. In a preferred applica-
tion, the installation of the parapet wall 730 and the roof
membrane 750 occur simultaneously with the installation of
the 1nterior partitions 562, 565, 567. This 1s one of several
options for a unitized prefabricated system of enclosing the
root of the building that could include panelized overhangs,
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shading devices, canopies, solar panels and/or fabric tent
structures. Therefore, this example 1s not to be limiting 1n
nature. The top tier of the exterior window walls 505, 605, 606
1s the parapet wall 730. The exemplary parapet wall 730 1s an
18" high wall that connects to the roof slab 650 and accom-
modates the building’s roofing membrane flashing and gar-
den roof conditions. Upon placement or installation of all of
the building’s typical exterior window walls 505, 605, 606
and/or exterior walls 510, the parapet walls 730 and associ-
ated parts arrive at the site 1n components of reasonable length
to be immediately mstalled. The parapet wall 730 consists of
6 1inch, 20 GA metal stud framing at 16" on center with an
integrated, 1nsulated panel 732 on one side only. The inte-
grated, insulated panel 732 1s preferably made of metal, how-
ever, other similar materials may be used. Alternative exterior
finish materials include cementitious board, phenolic resin
board, wood siding, gypsum reinforced fiber cement panels,
precast concrete panels, and ceramic tile. The parapet wall
730 typically has integral flashing to prevent water penetra-
tions between the parapet wall 730 and the top of the exterior
window walls 505, 605, 606. Exemplary parapet walls 730
are approximately 10 feet long. As shown 1n FIG. 38, the
parapet wall 730 1s securely anchored on top of the roof slab
650 directly through the bottom track 737 to the roof slab 650
by drilling a fastener 735 or similar structure into the slab 650.

Upon 1nstalling and anchoring the parapet wall 730, exte-

rior sheathing 740A 1s applied on the opposite side of the
insulated panel 732 to the roof side of the parapet wall 730. As
shown 1n FIG. 39, after applying the exterior sheathing layer
740A, the roof membrane 750 1s applied on top of the parapet
wall 730 over the block 731 and also over the sheathing layer
740A on the vertical side of the parapet wall 730. In FIGS.
39-40, a flashing cap member 745 1s attached over the cap
support member 746 on top of the parapet wall 730. The cap
support member 746 1s placed on top of the parapet wall 730
and the cap latch member 1s attached to the upper, roof side of
the parapet wall 730. The cap support member 746 supports
the top, horizontal part of the tlashing cap member 7435 while
the cap latch member 747 catches the vertical part on the roof
side of the flashing cap member 745. The top portion of the
insulated panel 732 catches the vertical part on the exterior
side of the flashing cap member 745 to tightly keep the tlash-
ing cap member 745 over the parapet wall 730.
The next step of construction 1s installing the roof. The
majority of the building’s roof is a flat membrane roof. In one
of the exemplary applications, the roof area has a garden roof
system. The garden roof system 1s a low-maintenance, green
roof system which helps reduce the site storm water run-oif
flow rates. This garden roof system uses high quality recycled
materials and improves air quality via the creation of oxygen
and the reduction of dust. The cover provided by the planting
770 minimizes the impact from UV and varying temperatures
on the surrounding environment and increases the life of the
rool. Sloped roofing may be used 1n selective locations such
as independent walkways, areas with stairs and elevator land-
Ings.

Translucent roof panels may be used at sloping roofs to
allow as much natural light as possible to the areas below. Any
run-oif from the roof surfaces are collected and stored as gray
water for irrigating the plants on the green roof and in-the-site
landscape. In one of the exemplary applications, an Insulated
Rool Membrane (IRMA) also called a Protected Roof Mem-
brane (PMR) System may be installed aiter the parapet wall
730 1s installed. A monolithic, thermoplastic roofing mem-
brane 750 1s placed directly on the concrete roof slab 650.
This monolithic, thermoplastic roofing membrane 750 1s a
tully adhered, seamless, self-healing membrane that can be




US 8,950,132 B2

29

mopped onto the top of the root slab 650. Upon applying the
roofing membrane 750, the roof 1s covered with a fiberglass-
reinforced protective layer or root barrier, and additionally
covered with a layer of CFC-iree, closed cell ngid insulation
as an air barrier. The thickness of the nsulation layers are
determined by the local environment and governing thermal
design values.

As shown 1n FIGS. 40-41, the rigid msulation layer 755
over the roofing membrane 750 1s covered by a water reten-
tion mat 757 that provides drainage and aeration for the
planting 770. The mat 757 also retains some of the run-oif
water and provides plant 1irrigation via capillary action. This
mat 757 1s further covered with soil filter fabric and then a
mimmum of 8 inches of lightweight engineered soil or growth
media 760. The lightweight growth media 760 1s further
covered with a wind barrier planting fabric. The wind barrier
planting fabric reduces soil erosion and dust while allowing
the planting 770 to grow. The planting 770 1s a shallow,
pre-packaged, root drought-tolerant planting. I an 1rrigation
system 1s to be installed, the irrgation system can be installed
in conjunction with the placement of growth media 760.
Plants used in the planting 770 are typically of shallow root
and drought-tolerant variety. The planting 770 may be deliv-
ered to the site in pre-planted blankets or in pre-planted
modular grids.

The next step of construction 1s assembling exterior walk-
ways. The application of the exterior walkways are deter-
mined by the overall building configuration and the need for
structural framing adjacent to the face of the building. In
another embodiment wherein the building takes on a rectilin-
car or L-shape scenario, all sides have diagonal bracing. In
FIG. 42, this scenario 1s 1llustrated whereby the building takes
on a rectilinear or L-shape scenario. In these conditions, there
1s continuous horizontal beam 803 framing on all elevations.
The horizontal beam 803 framing acts as drag struts for the
braced frames and helps provide torsional restraint for the
vertical columns 800 under jacking loads. For the rectilinear
and L-shape scenarios, a column support member 813 or a
bolt-on system may be used for all exterior walkways. The
column support member 815 1s bolted to the horizontal beam
framing system. Alternatively, common walkways can be part
of the unit floor slab 850 and utilize the same support system
as the unit slabs 850. In these conditions, a thermal brake 1s
cast into the slab 850 under a umt’s exterior wall 810. The
extension of the slab 850 helps reduce reinforcing require-
ments 1n the main portion of the slabs 850, and there 1s no
horizontal beam 803 framing to interfere with lifting.

The steps described 1n FIGS. 19-42 describe the sequence
of assembling a standard s1zed studio unit 300B, 300C or FIG.
6. Utilizing standard walls 1s easily modifiable 1n creating a
unit with multiple bedrooms and bathrooms as described in
the next steps for two and four bedroom unaits.

Two and Four Bedroom Uniuts:

A typical two-bedroom unit 1s one and half times longer
than a studio unit. Four-bedroom units are typically twice the
s1ze of a standard studio unit. There are also standard plans for
two and three-bedroom corner units and efficiency units as
shown 1n FIG. 6. Standard wall and partition components are
available which accommodate the larger units. If the overall
plans for the building include a mix of unit types, the follow-
ing sequence of assembly 1s applicable for multiple bedroom
units.

The first step of constructing multiple bedroom units 1s
delivering and staging of demising walls 520 as described 1n
FIGS. 19-25. As previously described in FIGS. 19-25 for
standard application, the demising walls 520 are delivered to
the site and staged 1n each unit for mstallation immediately
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alter 1nstallation of the exterior window walls 505. As also
described in FIG. 13, the demising wall 520 1s installed after
installation of the exterior window walls 5035.

As previously described 1n FIGS. 13 and 15-18, the next
step of constructing multiple bedroom units 1s installing the
exterior window walls 505. The sequence for the delivery and
installation of the exterior window walls 305 and components
are described for the standard applications in FIGS. 15-18.
Immediately after installing the exterior window walls 505,
demising walls 520 are placed and installed as described 1n
FIGS. 13-14 and 19-25.

The next step of constructing multiple bedroom units 1s
placing end walls 5135 for units as described m FIGS. 36 and
377. The longer two- and four-bedroom units utilize the same
utility walls 535 as a standard studio unit. However, 1n order
to accommodate the longer multi-bedroom unit, an additional
exterior wall 510 1s to be provided. The exterior walls 510 are
composed and anchored in exactly the same manner as the
end walls 515. The exterior walls 510 are to be provided 1n a
different configuration than the end walls 515 and may have
a window or door 1ncluded. If the exterior wall 310 encloses
a bedroom then the building code may require that a door or
window be provided that i1s large enough to accommodate
egress within the exterior wall 510. The exemplary exterior
wall 5310 1s composed of 334" metal stud framing with batt
insulation, electrical, communications, and life safety wiring
which are installed at the factory and connected at the site.
The interior side of the exterior wall 510 recetves a layerof 12
mm magnesium oxide, inner wall panel 657 with a finished
panel 660 (finish to be determined from the several options
available) that 1s attached over the mnner wall panel 657. The
exterior side of the exterior wall 510 recerves a prefinished,
insulated metal panel 661. The exterior wall 510 system uti-
lizes a thermally 1nsulated head anchor 612 with a prefinished
trim 665. These anchors 612 are securely attached to the
ceiling slabs 630 to hold the exterior walls 510 as shown 1n
FIG. 36.

The exterior wall 510 1s then suspended via a crane and
moved 1nto place from the exterior of the building. The exte-
rior wall 510 1s set onto the floor slab 650 and secured 1nto
place via access from the exterior face of the building. Simul-
taneously, the head portion of the exterior wall 510 1s placed
into the slip member 630 and secured 1n place. In order to
secure the head portion of the exterior wall 510 to the head
anchor 612, a fastener 621 1s securely 1nserted horizontally
through the vertical side of the anchor 612 and 1nto the exte-
rior wall 510. The head anchor 612 further has pre-punched
slots to allow any screw or fastener attachment to occur
between the anchor 612 and the inner wall panel 657 to
accommodate vertical movement caused by slab 6350 vibra-
tion. Removable, prefinished, metal head trim 665 1s placed to
conceal the top of the exterior wall 510 1nsulation and con-
nections. Upon anchoring the exterior wall 510 into place, a
final, insulated metal panel 661 and a painted sheet metal trim
682 are 1nstalled on the outer surface of the exterior wall 510.
The final metal panel 661 conceals and insulates the edge 651
of the floor and ceiling slab 650. As shown 1n FI1G. 37, a rod
683 and sealant are set at the joint between the two exterior
metal panels 661 once the final panel 661 and trim 682 are in
place.

The next step of construction is placing the utility wall 535
as previously described for the standard application in FIGS.
28-30. The next step of constructing multiple bedroom units
1s connecting utility components and installing fixtures. The
sequence of the utility connections and placement of the
plumbing fixtures are previously described for the standard

application 1n FIGS. 10-13 and 30.
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The next step of constructing multiple bedroom units 1s
inserting a bathroom tloor pan 555 with an integral drain 556
into a recess 593 within the floor slab 650 as standard appli-
cation and previously described in FIGS. 26 and 27.

The next step of constructing multiple bedroom units 1s 53
installing the entry door 525 and its associated parts. Instal-
lation of the entry door 525 1s previously described for the
standard application in FIGS. 34 and 35. The next step of
constructing multiple bedroom units 1s 1nstalling interior par-
titions 562, 565, 567 for separating rooms or configuring 10
rooms with different layouts as described in FIGS. 10-13, 17,

18 and 33. The next step of constructing multiple bedroom
units 1s installing kitchen and bathroom components as pre-
viously described 1n FIGS. 10-13, 26, and 30.

The next step of constructing outer structures such as the 15
parapet wall 730 for the roof, roof, and exterior or common
walkways are the same as previously described in FIGS.
38-42.

It should be noted that relative terms are meant to help in
the understanding of the structures and are not meant to limit 20
the scope of the invention. Similarly, the term “head” 1s meant
to be relative to the term “base,” and the term “top” 1s meant
to be relative to the term “bottom.” It should also be noted that
the term “right” 1s meant to be relative to the term “left,” and
the term “horizontal” 1s meant to be relative to the term 25
“vertical.” Furthermore, the present invention 1s described 1n
terms of perpendicular and parallel 1n direction, the terms are
not meant to be limiting. It should be further noted that
although the present invention 1s described in terms of first
and second walls, the terms are not meant to be limiting. It 30
should be fturther noted that although the present invention 1s
described using certain structures such as fasteners, however,
any other types of means can be used to attach the walls.

The terms and expressions that have been employed in the
foregoing specification are used as terms of description and 35
not of limitation, and are not intended to exclude equivalents
of the features shown and described. This application 1is
intended to cover any adaptations or variations of the present
invention. It will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill 1n
the art that any arrangement that 1s calculated to achieve the 40
same purpose may be substituted for the specific embodiment
shown. It 1s also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of the
invention herein described and all statements of the scope of
the invention which, as a matter of language, might be said to 45
tall therebetween.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A multi-story building, the multistory building compris-
ng:

at least two monolithic slabs, each slab spanning an entire 50

story of the multi-story building;

an exterior visible load-bearing steel structural frame

located around the perimeter of the monolithic slabs,
wherein the exterior visible load-bearing steel structural
frame provides lateral outermost planar surfaces of the 55
multi-story building that are offset and external to any
outermost planar surfaces provided by premanufactured
non-weight bearing walls, wherein the exterior visible
load-bearing steel structural frame includes horizontal
and vertical support members, wherein all of the hori- 60
zontal and vertical support members are arranged
around the perimeter of the monolithic slabs, and
wherein each of the at least two monolithic slabs are
supported by the vertical support members and a respec-
tive horizontal support member; 65
premanufactured non-weight bearing walls, the non-
weight bearing walls having a finished exterior and
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including at least one of electrical, insulating, plumbing,
or communications components;

wherein each of the premanufactured non-weight bearing
walls attach to two monolithic slabs; and

wherein the monolithic slabs, the exterior visible load-
bearing steel structural frame, and the premanufactured
non-weight bearing walls are arranged to form units in
the multi-story building.

2. The multi-story building of claim 1, wherein the units
comprise standard single units or mixed units, the mixed units
comprising at least one of studios, units having one bedroom,
and units having multiple bedrooms.

3. The multi-story building of claim 1, wherein the non-
weilght bearing walls comprise at least one of:

premanufactured, prefinished and preassembled exterior
window walls comprising windows, insulation and
weather seal;

premanufactured, prefimshed and preassembled end walls
comprising electrical wiring, vapor barrier, insulation,
studs for framing and sound barrier, and fire-rated inte-
rior surfaces;

premanufactured, prefinished and preassembled exterior
walls comprising electrical wiring, vapor barrier, 1nsu-
lation, studs for framing and sound harrier, and fire-rated
interior surfaces:

premanufactured, prefinished, preassembled and prewired
demising walls comprising electrical wiring, insulation,
studs for framing and sound barrier, and fire-rated inte-
rior and exterior surfaces; or

premanufactured, prefinished, preassembled, prebundled
and preplumbed utility walls comprising electrical and
communications connections for adjacent walls, an
clectrical service panel, kitchen and bath wall plumbing,
fans, vapor barrier, insulation, plumbing chase, studs for
framing, and a sound and air barrier with a water resis-
tant exterior surface.

4. The multi-story building of claim 1, further comprising
interior components, and wherein the interior components
comprise at least one of:

a precast, preformed and prefabricated bathroom floor pan
wherein a preformed recess of a monolithic slab receives
the bathroom floor pan;

a preassembled, prewired and prefimshed entry door
installed between at least two non-weight bearing walls
and attached to the monolithic slabs at a top portion and
a bottom portion of the entry door;

a premanufactured, configurable, removable and adjust-
able 1nterior partition mstalled on an interior side of the
non-weight bearing wall of the unit; or

a premanufactured, prefinished and preassembled kitchen
and bathroom component installed on a utility wall of
the unit.

5. The multi-story building of claim 4, wherein the precast,
preformed and prefabricated bathroom floor pan further com-
prises a shower base and an integral drain.

6. The multi-story building of claim 4, wherein the preas-
sembled, prewired and prefinished entry door comprises a
door portion, an inner frame and an outer frame, preinstalled
hardware with either a right-hand or left-hand door configu-
ration, an operable relight panel, and electrical connections to
be made with at least one non-weight bearing wall.

7. The multi-story building of claim 4, wherein the pre-
manufactured, configurable, removable and adjustable inte-
rior partition further comprises preassembled attachment
members and attaches to an interior side of at least one non-
weilght bearing wall and to the monolithic slabs.
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8. The multi-story building of claim 4, wherein the kitchen
and bathroom component comprises at least one of:

a premanufactured, prefinished and preassembled kitchen
umt with cabinets, countertops, preinstalled plumbing,
plumbing connections, electrical wiring, vent ducting,
and exhaust fans and light fixtures;

a premanufactured, prefimshed and preassembled bath-
room vanity with at least one sink and preinstalled
plumbing; or

a premanuiactured and preassembled cabinet with an inte-
gral exhaust fan and a light fixture;

wherein the premanufactured, prefinished and preas-
sembled kitchen unit, the bathroom vanity and the cabi-
net install on an 1nner side of a utility wall.

9. The multi-story building of claim 1, further including
exterior components comprising a roof component and a
prefabricated, prebundled exterior walkway with preas-
sembled sections that support railing and decking.

10. The multi-story building of claim 9, wherein the roof
component comprises a premanufactured, prefinished and
preassembled parapet wall comprising studs for framing, an
exterior surface with siding, and integral flashing to prevent
water penetration, and wherein the roof component 1s
installed on top of the building.

11. The multi-story building of claim 1, wherein the mono-
lithic slabs form finished floors and ceilings of the units.

12. The multi-story building of claim 1, wherein the at least
two monolithic slabs fully support their spans within the
exterior visible load-bearing steel structural frame.

13. A multi-level building comprising:

premanufactured non-weight bearing walls;

multiple monolithic slabs, each slab spanning an entire
level of the multi-level building; and

an exterior visible load-bearing structural frame compris-
ing vertical columns and horizontal beams located
around the perimeter of the monolithic slabs, wherein
the exterior visible load-bearing structural frame pro-
vides lateral outermost planar surfaces of the building
that are offset and external to any outermost planar sur-
faces provided by premanufactured nonweight bearing
walls;

wherein a top surface of a first monolithic slab forms a floor
of at least an upper unit of the multi-level building, and
a bottom surface of the first monolithic slab forms a
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ceiling of at least a lower unit of the multi-level building,
wherein the upper and lower units are further defined 1n
part by respective ones of the premanufactured non-
weilght bearing walls.

14. The multi-level building of claim 13, wherein the
monolithic slabs are mounted directly to the exterior visible
primary load-bearing structural frame to create multiple
building levels.

15. The multi-level building of claim 14, wherein at least
one of the monolithic slabs spans the entire interior surface
area defined by the exterior visible primary load-bearing
structural frame free of additional interior load-bearing struc-
tural framing.

16. The multi-level building of claim 14, wherein the
monolithic slabs are mounted directly to only vertical col-
umns of the exterior visible primary load-bearing structural
frame.

17. The multi-level building of claim 16, wherein a space
ex1sts between an edge of the monolithic slabs and the hori-

zontal beams of the exterior visible primary load-bearing
structural frame.

18. The multi-level building of claim 17, further compris-
ing premanufactured exterior window walls that cover and
seal the monolithic slab edges.

19. The multi-level building of claim 14, wherein the
monolithic slabs include anchor blocks within the monolithic
slabs.

20. The multi-level building of claim 14, wherein the
monolithic slabs include steel channels as an edge form.

21. The multi-level building of claim 13, wherein the pre-
manufactured non-weight bearing walls attach to both the
floor and the ceiling formed by the multiple monolithic slabs.

22. The multi-level building of claim 13, wherein each
premanufactured non-weight bearing wall attaches to at least
one other non-weight bearing wall and to both the floor and
the ceiling formed by the multiple monolithic slabs.

23. The multi-level building of claim 13, wherein the
monolithic slabs are supported by the vertical columns and at
least a respective horizontal beam.

24. The multi-level building of claim 13, wherein the mul-
tiple monolithic slabs support their spans within the exterior
visible load-bearing structural frame.
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