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VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION, TRACKING
AND ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser.

No. 12/875,923, filed Sep. 3, 2010, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,120,
513, and 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/131,
443, filed Jun. 2, 2008, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,791,501, and 1s a
continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 11/156,380, filed
Jun. 16, 2005, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,382,277, and 1s a continu-
ation of U.S. application Ser. No. 10/419,414, filed Apr. 21,
2003, now abandoned, each of which are incorporated by
reference for all purposes.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention pertains to vehicle tracking and
parking enforcement, and more specifically to a system for
vehicle tracking and parking enforcement that generates
vehicle 1dentification data and tracks vehicles using the
vehicle identification data.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Parking meter systems are known 1n the art. Such parking
meter systems generally use cellular telephones or other
devices to allow a user to pay for parking, and may also alert
the user when additional funds are required to pay for an
additional parking interval. Nevertheless, 11 the meter expires
and the vehicle 1s still parked, parking enforcement personnel
must be present to place a ticket on the vehicle for a parking,
violation. Likewise, 1f the vehicle leaves the parking space
and a new vehicle parks in the meter while time 1s still present
on the meter, then the new vehicle occupant gets a “Ifree ride”
on the parking toll paid by the previous user. Thus, prior art
systems require significant enforcement resources and also
result 1n lost potential revenue.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, a system for
vehicle 1dentification, tracking and parking enforcement 1s
provided that can be used to decrease parking enforcement
costs and increase revenue generation.

In particular, a system for vehicle identification, tracking
and parking enforcement 1s provided that allows vehicles to
be tracked so as to allow parking enforcement personnel or
jurisdictional vehicle parking violation ticket 1ssuing systems
to be notified when a vehicle 1s present that should be ticketed.

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, a system for monitoring parking is pro-
vided, such as to monitor vehicles 1n parking spaces without
the need for parking enforcement personnel. The system
includes a meter system that generates image data of a vehicle
1in a parking space, such as by creating an array of pixel data
in a predetermined field of view that includes a vehicle 1den-
tification tag. An enforcement and tracking system receives
the 1image data, and extracts a digitized form of the vehicle
license number from the 1mage data, such as by analyzing the
image data to identify the vehicle license number based on the
expected location of the license tag, image data characteris-
tics of the license tag, or other suitable data.

The present mnvention provides many 1mportant technical
advantages. One important technical advantage of the present
invention 1s a system for vehicle identification, monitoring,
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2

and parking enforcement that allows vehicles to be identified
and tracked without operator involvement.

Those skilled in the art will further appreciate the advan-
tages and superior features of the invention together with
other important aspects thereol on reading the detailed

description that follows 1n conjunction with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagram of a system for vehicle 1identification,
tracking and parking enforcement in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FI1G. 21s adiagram of a system for resetting a parking meter
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
imnvention;

FIG. 3 1s a diagram of a system for monitoring violations in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 1s a diagram of a system for providing watch list
functions 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. § 1s a diagram of a system for determining a jurisdic-
tion for providing an alert to in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 1s a diagram of a system for providing tag 1dentifi-
cation data 1n accordance with the exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 7 1s a diagram of a system for providing video moni-
toring 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart of method for performing vehicle
identification, tracking and parking enforcement 1n accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 9 1s a diagram of a method for providing notification
data to authorties of the presence of a perpetrator in accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the present mven-
tion;

FIG. 10 1s a flowchart of a method for momtoring parking
areas 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 111s a flowchart of a method for generating video data
from one or more meter systems or monitor systems 1n accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the description that follows like parts are marked
throughout the specification and drawings with the same ref-
erence numerals, respectively. The drawing figures are not
necessarily to scale and certain features may be shown in
somewhat generalized or schematic form 1n the interest of
clarity and conciseness.

FIG. 1 1s a diagram of a system 100 for vehicle identifica-
tion, tracking and parking enforcement 1n accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. System 100
allows vehicles to be identified and tracked for parking
administration and law enforcement without significant per-
sonnel mtervention.

System 100 includes meter system 102, monitor system
104, law enforcement dispatcher 106, meter reset system 108,
watch list system 110, vehicle identification system 112, vio-
lation system 114, jurisdiction system 116, and video moni-
toring system 118, each of which can be implemented in
hardware, software, or a suitable combination of hardware
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and software. In one exemplary embodiment, meter system
102 can include a coin-operated parking meter with 1mage
capture, data storage, data processing, and communications
functionality. Likewise, monitor system 104 can be coordi-
nated for use with existing meter systems 102 and can provide
image capture, data storage, data processing, and communi-
cations functionality. Monitor system 104 can provide the
functions of a parking meter but can be adapted not to recerve
coins or other payment, such as where monitor system 104 1s
used with parking metering systems that are based solely on
vehicle identification tags or other vehicle identification.

Enforcement and tracking system 100 and 1ts associated
systems can be implemented 1n software on a general purpose
server platform, such as 1n a central location to coordinate the
activities of a plurality of meter systems 102 and monitor
systems 104. Each meter system 102 and monitor system 104
can be coupled to enforcement and tracking system 100 via
the public switched telephone network (PSTN), a wireless
network, a fiber optic network, suitable wireless or wireline
signaling, inifrared signaling, intermediary devices such as
hand-held polling systems or cellular devices with wireless
communications to an enforcement and tracking system 100
server, or other suitable systems or processes. For example,
polling system 120 can be a hand-held device carried by
parking enforcement personnel that 1s used to poll meter
system 102 or monitor system 104, and which collects data
from either meter system 102 or monitor system 104, and
which provides the data to system 100 and its associated
systems.

Law enforcement dispatcher 106 can be an existing law
enforcement dispatcher system that recerves alert data and
provides noftification data to a dispatch operator for use in
notifying law enforcement personnel. In one exemplary
embodiment, law enforcement dispatcher 106 can include an
enforcement and tracking system interface 122. In another
exemplary embodiment, system 100 can provide data to law
enforcement dispatcher 106 1n a data format that 1s compat-
ible with that already used by law enforcement dispatcher
106.

Meter system 102 can capture the image data of a vehicle
after the vehicle has parked in a parking area. In one exem-
plary embodiment, weight sensors, metal sensors, 1mage
data, heat sensors, motion sensors, or other suitable sensors
can be used to activate meter system 102 to generate 1mage
data. In another exemplary embodiment, meter system 102
can continuously generate and analyze image data, and can
initiate tracking of a vehicle that 1s parked 1n a parking area,
such as by determiming that a vehicle has remained stationary
in the parking area for a pre-determined period of time based
on 1mage analysis. Meter system 102 can also receive coins,
banknotes, credit cards, or other suitable payment, such that a
period of time associated with the amount of payment
received can be displayed by the meter.

Monitor system 104 can provide monitor functions similar
to those provided by meter system 102, with the exception
that receipt of coinage or other payment types does not need
to be provided by monitor system 104. In this exemplary
embodiment, monitor system 104 can be used to minimize the
risk of vandalism or other damaging attacks that may be
committed to retrieve the coinage or other payment stored 1n
monitor system 104. Non coinage collecting “posts™ can also
used to 1dentily and track vehicles entering or leaving high-
ways and non-coinage collection parking spaces.

Meter reset system 108 receirves meter data from meter
system 102 and generates meter reset data. In one exemplary
embodiment, the meter data recerved from meter system 102
can include automobile arrival data, automobile departure
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data, meter time data, or other suitable data. Meter reset
system 108 can reset meter system 102 after a vehicle has left
a parking area, such as where an amount of time remains on
meter system 102. In this exemplary embodiment, a user can
pay for parking 1n a parking area for a period of time at a meter
system 102, but may utilize the parking area for less than the
tull period of time. Meter reset system 108 resets meter sys-
tem 102 so that a subsequent user cannot park in the parking
area controlled by meter system 102 and thus act as a “free
rider” on the previously paid meter toll. Likewise, meter reset
system 108 can be implemented as part of meter system 102,
such as where meter system 102 includes data processing and
other suitable functions.

Watch list system 110 receives watch list data and deter-
mines whether a vehicle parked in a parking area that 1s
monitored by meter system 102 or monitor system 104 1s on
the watch list. In one exemplary embodiment, watch list sys-
tem 110 can interface with law enforcement databases,
“Amber Alert” databases, homeland security databases, or
other suitable databases, and can be periodically updated to
provide a list of vehicle identification data for which the
vehicle, driver, occupants, or other persons associated with
the vehicle are being sought.

Vehicle identification system 112 receives image data from
meter system 102 and identifies license tag data, handicap
identification tag data, reserved (permit) parking area tag data
and other suitable tag data from the image data. In one exem-
plary embodiment, vehicle identification system 112 can be
implemented 1n conjunction with meter system 102, such as
where meter system 102 includes suitable data processing
and storage functions to perform tag identification functions.
Vehicle 1dentification system 112 can also i1dentity vehicles
based on pre-determined allowable outlines or shapes of
vehicles, and can look for tag data 1n pre-determined loca-
tions where tag data 1s expected, to prevent spurious 1denti-
fication of bumper stickers or other data as tag data. Likewise,
vehicle 1dentification system 112 can use distinctive features
of license tags, handicap tags, or other suitable tags as keys to
locate the vehicle 1dentification number, can receive radio
frequency ID tag data, barcode data, or other suitable tag
identification data. Notification data can also be generated
and transmitted or otherwise provided to the authorities 1f
vehicle identification system 112 1s unable to 1dentify license
plate or 1dentification tag data from the vehicle.

Violation system 114 determines whether a parking viola-
tion or other wviolation has occurred. In one exemplary
embodiment, violation system 114 receives data from meter
system 102 and determines whether the amount of time that
has been paid for has been exceeded. In another exemplary
embodiment, violation system 114 can alert a user of an
impending violation, such as where the user has registered a
phone number or other suitable address at which the user can
be contacted. Likewise, violation system 114 can receive data
from vehicle 1identification system 112, such as to determine
whether a non-handicapped person 1s parking in a parking
area that has been reserved for handicapped persons, whether
an unauthorized person 1s parking in a parking area that has
been reserved for predetermined vehicles, or whether other
violations have occurred. Likewise, violation system 114 can
be used to determine when a violation has occurred by some-
body parking in a parking area during a time period when
parking 1s not allowed, such as during rush hours, overnight,
or at other mnappropriate times.

Jurisdiction system 116 recerves location data from meter
system 102 or monitor system 104 and jurisdiction data from
watch list system 110, and provides notification data to a
suitable jurisdiction when a match with a watch list system
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110 1s 1dentified. In one exemplary embodiment, watch list
system 110 can include severity level indicators regarding the
severity level of the violation for which the vehicle 1s on the
watch list. For example, 1f a violent felon has been sighted
driving a vehicle and the vehicle 1dentification number has
been placed on the watch list, watch list system 110 can
indicate that the driver of the vehicle should be approached
with caution and the level of force that should be used if
necessary. Jurisdiction system 116 can receive this watch list
data and can generate suitable notification data to appropriate
jurisdictions, such as state authorities, federal authorities, city
authorities, county authorities, homeland security authorities,
Amber Alert authorities, or other suitable authorities.

Video monitoring system 118 allows video monitoring to
be performed by meter system 102 and monitor system 104.
In one exemplary embodiment, meter system 102 and moni-
tor system 104 can generate video data or a sequence of
images that approximate video data and can transmit the
image data for storage by video monitoring system 118 in a
centralized location. Likewise, video monitoring system 118
can be implemented at meter system 102 or monitor system
104, such as by using a pre-determined amount of memory for
storing a loop of video data 1n a pre-determined area, or other
suitable functions. Video monitoring system 118 can provide
additional video data processing, such as to extract license tag
data, facial image data, or other suitable data, to compare
facial image data with a facial image database to determine
whether the facial image data matches stored facial image
data, and can perform other suitable functions.

In operation, system 100 allows parking areas to be moni-
tored to aid 1n parking revenue collection and enforcement,
and also 1n law enforcement activities. System 100 aids 1n
parking revenue and enforcement by ensuring that all parking
violations are detected and fined, and by allowing meters to be
reset so as to avoid free riders or other losses of revenue
sources. System 100 also allows law enforcement activities to
be supported by helping to 1dentify vehicles that are under
suspicion or that may have occupants that are sought by law
enforcement agencies, and by notifying appropriate authori-
ties 1n a real-time environment. In this manner, system 100
not only generates additional revenue but also provides for
improved law enforcement activities.

FI1G. 2 1s a diagram of a system 200 for resetting a parking
meter 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present mvention. System 200 includes meter reset system
108 and timer system 202, space monitor system 204, notifi-
cation system 206, and billing system 208, each of which can
be implemented in hardware, software, or a suitable combi-
nation of hardware and software, and which can be one or
more software systems operating on a general purpose pro-
cessing platform.

Timer system 202 generates timer data for a parking meter
based on an amount of money that has been provided, such as
by depositing the money at the meter. In one exemplary
embodiment, timer system 202 can be activated upon collec-
tion of coinage, banknotes, entry of an amount from a keypad
alter entry of a credit card, or other suitable processes includ-
ing eclectronic payment through wireless communication.
Likewise, timer system 202 can track the amount of time that
a vehicle 1s parked 1n an area, such as where the vehicle uses
a radio frequency ID tag, driver’s license tag ID data, or other
suitable processes for assessing parking charges to the
vehicle. Timer system 202 can also generate timer expiration
data, such as where timer system 202 1s used to track the
amount of time based on payment made at the meter, and can
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generate total time data such as for systems where the total
amount of time that a vehicle 1s parked 1n an area 1s used to
assess parking charges.

Space monitor system 204 monitors one or more parking
spaces and generates space occupation data. In one exem-
plary embodiment, space monitor system 204 can use sound
waves, metal sensors, weight sensors, lasers, image data, or
other suitable processes to determine whether a parking space
has a vehicle parked in 1t. For example, 1f image data 1s used,
image data of a parking space can be generated and the image
data can be analyzed to determine whether a vehicle 1s present
in the space. Space monitor system 204 can generate timer
initiation data, timer termination data, tag identification sys-
tem 1nitiation data, or other suitable data.

In one exemplary embodiment, notification system 206
generates notification data when an amount of time on a
parking meter has expired or 1s about to expire. In this exem-
plary embodiment, notification system 206 can notily park-
ing enforcement personnel or other suitable systems that a
meter has expired and that a violation has occurred. In another
exemplary embodiment, notification system 206 can notily a
user who has registered with the system of the impending
expiration of their meter, thus to allow the user to return to the
meter and provide additional coins or currency, to authorize
payment of an additional time increment using a cell phone, a
credit card or other suitable processes. The notification time
period can also be programmable, such as to allow the user to
adjust the time he or she needs to refill the meter based on the
method he or she will use to pay (e.g., i1f the user 1s far way
from the parking spot and plans on paying cash for the park-
ing spot, he or she would need a reasonable notification time
to reach the meter 1n question). Notification system 206 can
allow the user to adjust the notification time based on the
user’s need at that specific time.

Billing system 208 receives parking time data and per-
forms billing processes. In one exemplary embodiment, bill-
ing system 208 can receive vehicle identification data and
time data for the vehicle if a vehicle remained 1n a parking
area and can assess charges against a credit card, bank
account, credit balance, or other suitable systems to charge
the vehicle for parking charges. Likewise, billing system 208
can handle currency payment and coinage, banknotes, or
other suitable processes.

In operation, system 200 allows a meter system 102, moni-
tor system 104, or other suitable systems to be operated and
reset, so as to prevent the opportunity for parkers to get a free
ride based on parking fees paid by others, so as to allow
parkers to be notified of impending parking violations and to
allow them to pay additional funds or take alternate steps, or
to perform other suitable processes.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram of a system 300 for monitoring viola-
tions 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. System 300 includes violation system 114
and violation notification system 302, polling response sys-
tem 304, and violation warming system 306, each of which
can be implemented 1n hardware, software, or a suitable com-
bination of hardware and software, and which can be one or
more software systems operating on a general purpose pro-
cessing platform.

Violation notification system 302 generates violation noti-
fication data upon receipt of violation data from a timer sys-
tem 202, space monitor system 204, or other suitable systems.
In one exemplary embodiment, violation notification system
302 can generate a parking violation for transmittal to the
registered owner of a vehicle, such as a ticket that requires
payment or other suitable notifications. In another exemplary
embodiment, violation notification system 302 can generate
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and transmit notification data to parking enforcement person-
nel, so as to allow the parking enforcement personnel to travel
to the vehicle, verity that it 1s 1n violation, and write a ticket,
or perform other suitable procedures.

Polling response system 304 provides polling response
data to parking enforcement personnel or other suitable sys-
tems. In one exemplary embodiment, parking enforcement
personnel can carry a polling unit that emits infrared radia-
tion, radio frequency electromagnetic radiation, or other suit-
able signals and which queries the parking meters for parking
violation data. Polling response system 304 can then generate
response data that notifies the parking enforcement personnel
that the current vehicle in the parking area has incurred a
violation, that a vehicle that 1s no longer in the area has
incurred a violation, or other suitable polling response data.
Likewise, polling response system 304 can interface with
watch list system 110 or other suitable systems and can notify
law enforcement or parking enforcement personnel that the
operator or owner of the vehicle may be wanted for other
violations, that additional armed assistance may be required
for apprehension of the owner, or other suitable responses.

Violation warning system 306 generates violation warning
data to a user. In one exemplary embodiment, violation wam-
ing system 306 can contact a user at a registered cell phone
number or other suitable numbers and can notify the user of
an impending violation. Likewise, violation warning system
306 can notify a user that a violation has occurred and can
give the user a pre-determined period of time to correct the
situation by providing additional currency, an opportunity to
phone 1n and providing additional payment information, or
time to perform other suitable processes so as to avoid a
violation. Likewise, 1f 1t 1s determined that a user has not
previously violated a parking regulation for a pre-determined
period of time, violation warning system 306 can generate
warning data to notity the user that they would have received
a violation and that they will receive one the next time a
violation occurs. Likewise, other suitable processes can be
used.

In operation, system 300 allows violations for parking
infractions to be generated and monitored so as to isure that
any person incurring a parking violation is 1ssued a violation
or a warning. System 300 also allows parking enforcement
personnel to readily determine the status of a meter so as to
wirelessly obtain data from the meter regarding current and
previous parkers or users so as to allow the parking enforce-
ment personnel to verity that a violation has occurred and
1ssue citations where needed. System 300 can be used 1n a
“batch” mode, such as where data 1s collected and processed
periodically, 1n a “real-time” mode, where data 1s continu-
ously collected and processed, 1n a suitable combination of
batch and real-time processing, or in other suitable manners.

FI1G. 4 1s a diagram of a system 400 for providing watch list
functions 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. System 400 includes watch list system
110 and watch list update system 402, tag comparison system
404, perpetrator alert system 406, and vehicle tracking sys-
tem 408, each of which may be implemented in hardware,
software, or a suitable combination of hardware and software
which may be one or more soltware systems operating on a
general purpose processing platform.

Watch list update system 402 provides watch list update
functionality for updating a watch list of vehicle tag numbers
or other suitable identification data for tracking vehicles for
which violation of parking regulations or other losses occur.
In one exemplary embodiment, watch list update system 402
periodically interfaces with watch list systems on law
enforcement agencies or other suitable sources to obtain
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updated vehicle 1dentification data. For example, a vehicle
owner having past due parking violations or other infractions
may make payments on such infractions, and 1t may be nec-
essary to update the watch list on an hourly or daily basis so
as to minimize the amount of time spent detaining persons
who have already satisfied their obligations. Likewise, sys-
tems such as the Amber Alert system, homeland security
systems, or other suitable systems may require Ifrequent
updating. In one exemplary embodiment, watch list update
system 402 can both poll and be polled, such that an active
update can be performed where needed by some systems and
where watch list update system 402 can obtain updates on a
periodic basis from other systems.

Tag comparison system 404 receives vehicle identification
tag data or other suitable identification data such as radio
frequency 1D tag data or barcode data and compares that data
to watch list data. In one exemplary embodiment, tag com-
parison system 404 can request additional confirmation of tag
ID when contlicting data 1s obtained, such as when {first tag
comparison indicates that a vehicle 1s present 1n a first loca-
tion and a second tag comparison indicates that the same
vehicle 1s present 1n a second location that would not have
been accessible to the same vehicle within the time period
between observations.

Perpetrator alert system 406 generates perpetrator alerts
based on the results of tag comparison system 404. In one
exemplary embodiment, tag comparison system 404 may
indicate that a parking violation perpetrator i1s present, and
perpetrator alert system 406 can generate a suitable alert, such
as to alert the parking municipality personnel of the location
of the perpetrator. Likewise, 1f a law enforcement database
indicates that a violent criminal or other suitable perpetrator
of greater significance 1s present, perpetrator alert system 406
can notily the suitable personnel who can apprehend and deal
appropriately with such violent criminals or terrorists, or
other persons.

Vehicle tracking system 408 allows vehicle 1dentification
data and vehicle location data to be tracked, such as to allow
the path of a vehicle to be determined, an estimated destina-
tion to be determined, or other suitable data to be determined.
Vehicle tracking system 408 can store vehicle 1dentification
data, physical location data, time data associated with the
location at which the vehicle was tracked, and other suitable
data. Vehicle tracking system 408 can further provide esti-
mated location data, such as by determining a rate of travel,
time since a last tracking event, and possible roads that the
tracked vehicle could have taken.

In operation, system 400 allows vehicle identification data
to be momitored and compared against lists of vehicles that are
wanted by law enforcement personnel. System 400 thus
allows speedy apprehension of perpetrators of parking regu-
lations, felony laws, misdemeanor laws, or other suitable laws
based on 1dentification of such persons in parking locations.

FIG. § 1s a diagram of a system 500 for determining a
jurisdiction for providing an alert to 1n accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. System 500
includes jurisdiction system 116 and Amber Alert system
502, state jurisdiction system 3504, and federal jurisdiction
system 3506, cach of which can be implemented in hardware,
software, or a suitable combination of hardware and software,
and which can be one or more soltware systems operating on
a general purpose processing platform.

Amber Alert system 302 interfaces with one or more
Amber Alert systems and generates Amber Alert notification
data based upon vehicle 1dentification data recerved from the
amber alert systems. In one exemplary embodiment, an
Amber Alert notification may be generated when a child 1s
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abducted, and can include a vehicle tag number, vehicle
make, vehicle color, abductor information, or other identify-
ing data. In this exemplary embodiment, meter system 102 or
monitor system 104 provide this additional data to aid 1n the
location of the abductor or abducted child. Likewise, video
monitoring system 118 or other suitable systems can be acti-
vated by Amber Alert system 502 1n the vicinity of where an
abduction has occurred, such as to obtain 1mage data of the
perpetrator prior to the commaission the abduction, to obtain
image data to locate the perpetrator after commaission of the
abduction, or other suitable data.

State jurisdiction system 304 generates notification data
for state law enforcement personnel for violations of state
law. In one exemplary embodiment, state jurisdiction system
504 can include county jurisdiction systems, city jurisdiction
systems, or other suitable systems that alert the appropnate
law enforcement personnel based on the jurisdiction where
the vehicle data 1s obtained. For example, if meter system 102
or monitor system 104 1s located 1n a municipality, then the
dispatcher for that municipality can be alerted 11 the infraction
1s one that can be handled by law enforcement personnel from
the munmicipality. Otherwise, state jurisdiction system 504 can
notily the state, county, municipality, or other authorities, so
that such authorities can work in concert to apprehend the
perpetrator.

Federal jurisdiction system 506 generates federal jurisdic-
tion alert data, such as for matters of national security, home-
land security, Drug Enforcement Agency matters, FBI mat-
ters, CIA matters, or other suitable data. In one exemplary
embodiment, the data in federal jurisdiction system 506 can
be controlled or encrypted, such as to limit access to the data
to authorized personnel. In this exemplary embodiment, fed-
eral jurisdiction system 306 can be hosted 1n a secure loca-
tion, and can receive notification data and generate suitable
confirmation data to allow system 100 to confirm that the alert
has been recerved. Likewise, other suitable processes can be
performed.

In operation, system 300 allows appropriate authorities to
be notified 1n the event that a perpetrator has been 1dentified
from a watch list. System 500 helps to reduce the number of
false alarms or notifications to personnel who are unable to
provide assistance in detaining a perpetrator, and also ensures
that the security of the various dispatcher systems or other
noftification systems 1s maintained so as to prevent such sys-
tems from being compromised.

FIG. 6 1s a diagram of a system 600 for providing tag
identification data in accordance with the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention. System 600 includes vehicle
identification system 112 and license tag 1dentification sys-
tem 602, handicap tag identification system 604, handicap tag
comparison system 606, and reserved tag identification sys-
tem 608, each of which can be implemented in hardware,
software, or a suitable combination of hardware and software,
operating on a general purpose processing platform.

License tag 1dentification system 602 receives image data
and 1dentifies license tag data from the image data. In one
exemplary embodiment, license tag identification system 602
can use 1image analysis techniques to quickly identify license
tags, such as based on characteristics of license tags, the
location of the license tag data within a frame, or other suit-
able processes.

Handicap tag identification system 604 recerves image data
and determines whether a handicap tag 1s present. In one
exemplary embodiment, a handicap tag may be hung from a
rear view mirror, placed on a dashboard, or otherwise dis-
closed 1n a vehicle 1n a non-uniform manner. The handicap tag
can have a characteristic color, symbol, or other data that can
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be readily 1dentified through image analysis. Handicap tag
identification system 604 readily 1dentifies whether a handi-
cap tag 1s present, such as when 1image data 1s transmuitted
from a parking area that 1s reserved for handicapped persons.

Handicap tag comparison system 606 receives license tag
data and compares the license tag data to a list of approved
handicap license tags or performs other suitable functions. In
this exemplary embodiment, handicap tag owners can be
required to register the license tag of their vehicle, such as at
a website or when they obtain their license tag, such that the
failure to have registered at the website can result 1n genera-
tion of a parking violation. Likewise, registration of the
license tag can be performed by the medical personnel that
assess whether an individual 1s handicapped or other suitable
personnel. In addition, where handicap tags are not associated
to a specific license plate number, handicap tag comparison
system 606 can allow handicapped persons to register the
current tag of the vehicle they are in, such as by using a dial-1n
interactive voice response system or other suitable processes.

Reserved tag identification system 608 determines whether
a vehicle parking 1n a parking area has a tag, decal, or 1s
otherwise designated as being authorized to park in a reserved
area. In one exemplary embodiment, a list of license tags can
be pre-registered that are authorized to park 1n the reserved
parking areas. Likewise, a radio frequency ID tag, barcode
decal, a tag having a pre-determined color or location on the
vehicle, or other suitable features can be used to quickly
identify tags for reserved areas and to verity whether parking
in the area constitutes a parking iniraction. Reserve tag 1den-
tification system 608 can also interface with violation warn-
ing system 306, notification system 206, or other suitable
systems so as to notily a person that they have parked in an
iappropriate area and to allow them to move belfore gener-
ating an iniraction.

In operation, system 600 allows license tags, special park-
ing permits, handicap tags, or other suitable tags to be readily
identified, so as to allow parking areas that have been reserved
for handicapped or other personnel to be monitored to deter-
mine when unauthorized individuals have parked in those
locations.

FIG. 7 1s a diagram of a system 700 for providing video
monitoring 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. System 700 includes video monitoring
system 118 and video loop system 702, monitoring activation
system 704, monitoring freeze system 706, and facial image
system 708, each of which can be implemented in hardware,
software, or a suitable combination of hardware and software,
and which can be one or more soitware systems operating on
a general purpose processing platiform.

Video loop system 702 generates a loop of video data for a
pre-determined period of time. In one exemplary embodi-
ment, video loop system 702 can continuously loop video
data from a pre-determined area by generating real-time
video, a pre-determined number of video still frames during a
period of time, or other suitable video loop data. Video loop
system 702 can also receive data to stop recording, to mark a

period, to change the frame generation rate, or to perform
other suitable functions.

Monitoring activation system 704 recerves monitoring
activation data and causes video loop system 702 to begin
monitoring at a pre-determined time. In this exemplary
embodiment, monitoring activation system 704 can cause
video loop system 702 to increase the frequency of image data
generation, decrease the frequency of image data generation,
to re-direct video loop system 702 to observe pre-determined
locations, or to perform other suitable functions.
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Monitoring freeze system 706 generates data that causes
video loop system 702 to stop looping data or otherwise
crasing data that may be of interest to law enforcement per-
sonnel. In one exemplary embodiment, monitoring freeze
system 706 can cause all video monitoring devices associated
with meter systems 102 and monitor systems 104 to stop
recording additional data in the area where a crime has
occurred, so as to prevent the destruction of data that may be
usetul 1n solving the crime.

Facial image system 708 recerves image data, extracts
facial image data, and can search a database of facial image
data to determine whether a match has occurred. In one exem-
plary embodiment, facial image system 708 can extract facial
image data of a vehicle occupant, a pedestrian, or other suit-
able persons, and can search the facial image database to
identily the facial image data. In another exemplary embodi-
ment, the facial image data can be provided to jurisdiction
system 116 for use by law enforcement oflicers or other
suitable personnel.

In operation, system 700 allows meter systems 102, moni-
tor systems 104 or other suitable systems that have image data
generation capability to increase, decrease, stop, start, or
otherwise change the rate of video data generation and cap-
ture. In this manner, system 700 allows image data to be
generated and gathered for rapid identification and apprehen-
sion of perpetrators.

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart of method 800 for performing vehicle
identification, tracking and parking enforcement 1n accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the present imven-
tion. Method 800 allows vehicles to be tracked and 1identified
as they park 1n parking areas or enter predetermined locations
so as to ensure that parking violations are detected, to increase
parking revenue generation, to track vehicles of interest, and
to perform other suitable processes.

Method 800 begins at 802 where vehicle presence data 1s
received. In one exemplary embodiment, vehicle presence
data can be received using a weight sensor, metal sensor, laser
reflection data, image data, motion sensors, or 1n other suit-
able manners. The method then proceeds to 804.

At 804, image data 1s captured of a pre-determined area
that 1s known to have license tag data or other suitable vehicle
identification data. Likewise, radio frequency tag data can be
acquired, barcode data can be acquired, or other suitable data
can be acquired. The method then proceeds to 806.

At 806, 1t 1s determined whether a vehicle ID tag has been
located 1n the 1mage data In one exemplary embodiment, the
image data can be analyzed to detect a vehicle ID tag. If 1t 1s
determined at 806 that no suitable vehicle ID tag has been
located, the method returns to 804 where 1mage data 1s again
captured, such as after adjustments have been made to the
field of view, focus, or other parameters. Likewise, 1f a vehicle
ID tag 1s located at 806, 1t can be checked against a database
of vehicle ID tag data to determine whether the vehicle ID tag
1s an actual vehicle ID tag and has not been misread from a
bumper sticker or other sources of text data. After a vehicle ID
tag 1s located, the method proceeds to 808.

At 808, the vehicle ID tag data 1s compared to a watch list
of vehicle ID tags for which various parking violations or
other violations may exist. In one exemplary embodiment, the
watch list can be used to detect parking violations, parole
violations, escaped felons, for homeland security purposes,
or for other suitable purposes. The method then proceeds to
810.

At 810, it 1s determined whether the vehicle ID tag was
located on the watch list. If 1t 1s determined that the vehicle ID
tag was located on the watch list, the method proceeds to 812
where notification data 1s generated. In one exemplary
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embodiment, additional processes can be performed to gen-
erate notification data for appropriate law enforcement per-
sonnel. It 1t 1s determined at 810 that the vehicle ID tag 1s not
on the watch list, the method proceeds to 814.

At 814, 1t 1s determined whether the parking area in which
the vehicle 1s located 1s a handicap space, areserved space, or
other controlled space. If 1t 1s determined that the parking area
1s a controlled space, the method proceeds to 818 where the
vehicle ID tag 1s compared to a list of vehicles that have
authorization for parking 1n such controlled spaces. If no such
list 1s present or 1f a match 1s not found, the method proceeds
to 820 where 1t 1s determined whether a special tag 1s present,
such as by analyzing the image data to locate a pre-deter-
mined tag identifying a handicapped parking permit, a
reserved parking permit, recerving radio frequency tag data,
or other suitable data. The method then proceeds to 822.
Likewise, it 1f 1s determined that the parking area 1s not a
handicap or reserved space at 814, then the method proceeds
to 816 where the meter 1s monitored to determine whether the
time 1s expired. The method then proceeds to 822.

At 822, 1t 1s determined whether a violation has occurred,
such as whether the parking area 1s a handicap or a reserved
space and 11 the tag 1s not on a list of authorized vehicles for
such spaces, whether a suitable authorization tag has not been
detected, whether the time on the meter has expired, or
whether other suitable conditions exist. It 1t 1s determined at
822 that a violation has occurred, the method proceeds to 824
where violation notification data 1s generated, such as to
notily parking enforcement personnel, law enforcement per-
sonnel, or other suitable personnel, to generate a violation
record that will be transmitted to owner of record of the
vehicle, or other suitable processes. Likewise, 11 it 1s deter-
mined at 822 that a violation has not occurred, the method
proceeds to 826.

At 826, 1t 1s determined whether the vehicle has left the
parking area. I1 1t 1s determined that the vehicle has left the
parking area, the method proceeds to 828 and the meter 1s
reset. Otherwise, the method returns to 816 where the meter 1s
monitored to determine whether the time has expired.

In operation, method 800 allows parking areas to be moni-
tored to determine whether a parking violation has occurred,
such as whether a vehicle 1s parked 1n an area beyond a time
for which parking has been paid, whether the vehicle 1s
parked 1n an area at a time when parking 1s not permitted,
whether the vehicle parking 1n the parking area 1s not autho-
rized to park because the area 1s for handicapped persons or 1s
reserved, or whether other violations have occurred. Method
800 thus allows parking violations and other violations to be
detected and cited and does not require parking enforcement
personnel to be present to observe the violation.

FIG. 9 15 a diagram of a method 900 for providing notifi-
cation data to authorities of the presence of a perpetrator 1n
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Method 900 begins at 902 where watch list notifi-
cation 1s received. In one exemplary embodiment, the watch
list notification identity a perpetrator, the perpetrator’s
vehicle, the crime for which the perpetrator has been
arraigned, or other suitable data. The method then proceeds to
904.

At 904, the jurisdiction of the perpetrator 1s determined,
such as based on the location of the parking meter, the crime
for which the perpetrator has been arraigned, or other suitable
data. For example, 1f it 1s determined that the watch list
notification has been transmaitted to the imcorrect dispatcher,
then jurisdiction correction data can be provided. The method
then proceeds to 906.
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At 906, the urgency of the notification 1s determined based
on the crime for which the perpetrator has been arraigned, or
other suitable data, such as the length of time the perpetrator
has been at large, the severity of the crime for which the
perpetrator has been arraigned, or other suitable data. The
method then proceeds to 908.

At 908, a dispatcher 1s determined, such as a county dis-
patcher, a state dispatcher, a city dispatcher, a federal dis-
patcher, or other suitable dispatchers. The method then pro-
ceeds to 910 where notification data 1s transmitted to the
dispatcher. For example, the notification data can be trans-
mitted using a dedicated notification interface, using standard
law enforcement protocols, or 1n other suitable manners. The
method then proceeds to 912.

At 912, 1t 1s determined whether notice has been con-
firmed. In one exemplary embodiment, the dispatcher can be
required to confirm that notice has been received to prevent
re-transmission of the notification. If 1t 1s determined at 912,
that the notice has been confirmed, the method proceeds to
914 and terminates. Otherwise, the method proceeds to 916
where 1t 1s determined whether the wrong jurisdiction has
been provided with the notice. In one exemplary embodi-
ment, the dispatcher, can determine whether the wrong juris-
diction has been identified. Likewise, i no response 1is
received to the notice within a pre-determined period of time,

then the jurisdictional analysis can be performed locally or in
other suitable manners. If 1t 1s determined at 916 that the
wrong jurisdiction was 1dentified, the method proceeds to 918
where the jurisdiction 1s updated and the notice 1s transmitted
to the proper jurisdiction. The method then returns to 904.
Otherwise, the method proceeds to 920.

A1920, it determines whether the watch list data was incor-
rect. For example, if a watch list data was 1ssued for a perpe-
trator who has recently been apprehended or has resolved the
violation, then the method proceeds to 922 where the watch
list data 1s updated. Otherwise, the method return to 910 and
the notification 1s re-transmitted to the dispatcher, such as
with an 1indication that no response had been received to the
notification. Likewise, suitable upgrade procedures can be
used, such as where notification 1s transmitted to a police
olficer, an investigator, or other suitable personnel.

In operation, method 900 allows law enforcement person-
nel to be notified when data 1s obtained from vehicle 1denti-
fication system that indicates that a perpetrator or person
wanted for commission of a crime 1s present 1n a location.
Method 900 allows appropriate personnel to be notified, such
as where the perpetrator may be violent or armed, and also
allows ranking of the severity of the response so as apply
appropriate resources to the apprehension of perpetrators.

FIG. 10 1s a flowchart of a method 1000 for metering
parking areas in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention. Method 1000 begins at 1002 where
image data 1s generated. In one exemplary embodiment, the
image data can include 1mage data for one or more parking
locations, or other suitable image data. The method then
proceeds to 1004.

At 1004, vehicle ID data 1s 1solated, such as by analyzing
image data to identify pre-determined lettering types, images,
locations, or other suitable processes. The method then pro-
ceeds to 1006.

At1006, 1t 1s determined whether payment has been made,
such as whether coins or banknotes have been inserted 1nto a
meter, whether a credit card or other suitable payment device
has been used to pay for a parking time allotment or other
suitable processes have been performed. I1 1t 1s determined at
1006 that payment has not been made, the method proceeds to
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1012. Otherwise, the method proceeds to 1008 where a timer
1s 1nitiated and the method proceeds to 1010.

At 1010, 1t 1s determined whether the timer has expired. If
the timer has not expired, the method loops until timer expi-
ration occurs. Then the method proceeds 1012.

At 1012, 1t 1s determined whether a payment account 1s on
file. In one exemplary embodiment, a payment account can be
used and associated with a vehicle license number so that
parking charges for a vehicle can be paid for without provid-
ing coinage, banknotes, or otherwise prepaying at an area. If
it 1s determined that a payment account 1s on file, the method
proceeds to 1014 where the account 1s charged. Otherwise,
the method proceeds to 1016.

At 1016, 1t 1s determined whether notification data 1s on
file. In one exemplary embodiment, notification data can
include a cell phone number, a pager number, an email
address, short message service and instant message address,
or other suitable notification data that allows the operator of
the vehicle to be notified that a pending violation 1s about to
occur. If 1t 1s determined that notification data 1s on file, the
method proceeds to 1018 where a notification, warning,
request for approval to pay for additional time, or other suit-
able data 1s transmitted to the user. For example, 11 the opera-
tor of the vehicle has stored payment data, such as a credit
card number or ACH data, then payment for the additional
time can be used. Likewise, 11 there 1s a balance on a credit
account or other suitable sources of payment, the payment
can be pre-authorized, authorized upon receipt of approval, or
other processes can be used. Likewise, the user can be notified
of the pending violations so the user can decide whether or not
to remain or leave the parking area. The method then returns

to 1006.

I1 1t 1s determined that at 1016 that a notification number 1s
not on file, the method proceeds to 1020 where violation 1s
generated and stored. In one exemplary embodiment, the
violation data can be generated and stored locally at the
parking meter. The method then proceeds to 1022.

At 1022, 1t 1s determined whether a poll has been received.
In one exemplary embodiment, a poll can be recerved by or
from parking enforcement personnel who poll meters as they

approach using an infrared device, radio frequency device, or
other suitable devices. In this manner, 1f no parking violations
have occurred, the parking enforcement personnel can remain
in their vehicle and continue to travel while searching for
vehicles that have violations. IT poll 1s not received at 1022,
the method returns to 1002. Otherwise, the method proceeds
to 1024 where violation data 1s provided. In this exemplary
embodiment, the wviolation data can allow the parking
enforcement personnel to determine whether the perpetrator
1s st1ll located 1n the parking area, thus allowing the parking
enforcement personnel to verity that a violation has occurred
and to 1ssue a ticket. Likewise, the violation data can 1dentity
that the vehicle 1s no longer present, thus allowing the parking
enforcement personnel to provide the violation data to a cen-
tral database for generation of a violation notice for mailing to
the address of the vehicle owner or to perform other suitable
functions. Further, if the violating vehicle has departed the
parking space, notification on a real-time basis to a jurisdic-
tional parking violation ticket 1ssuing system can take place in
licu of polling by parking enforcement personnel.

In operation, method 1000 allows a parking meter to oper-
ate 1n a standalone mode such as where the meter 1s periodi-
cally polled or periodically transmits data to a centralized
server as opposed to being in real-time commumnication with
such a server. Method 1000 thus allows parking enforcement
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personnel to verily parking infractions, such as where verifi-
cation 1s required by local ordinances or other legal guide-
lines.

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart of a method 1100 for generating
video data from one or more meter systems 102 or monitor
systems 104 in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. Method 1100 begins at 1102 where
video data 1s generated. In one exemplary embodiment, the
video data can be generated in real-time, based on a pre-
determined number of frames per second so as to provide
limited video capability, can be generated 1in an adjustable
number of frames per second, or can be provided in other
suitable processes. The method then proceeds to 1104.

At 1104, 1t 1s determined whether the video data 1s to be
downloaded, such as by transmitting the video data to a
server, a data storage device, or other suitable processes. It 1t
1s determined that 1104 that the video data 1s to be down-
loaded, the method proceeds to 1106 where the video data 1s
transmitted to a server, a data storage device, or other suitable
areas. Otherwise, the method proceeds to 1108 where the data
storage 1s looped. In one exemplary embodiment, data storage
loop can be performed over a pre-determined period of time,
such as every two hours, every four hours, or 1n other suitable
period so as to allow the amount of data storage to be coor-
dinated with the ability of law enforcement personnel to
generate notification data for tracking of perpetrators or for
other suitable purposes. The method then proceeds to 1110.

AT 1110, 1t 1s determined whether monitor activation has
been recerwved. In one exemplary embodiment, the monitor
activation can include activation for starting a period of moni-
toring so as to maximize the amount of time from an 1nitiation
point that video data can be stored, and can also include
frames per second data or other suitable data for 1dentifying
the resolution of the video data, for directing the video moni-
tor 1n a pre-determined direction, or in other suitable pro-
cesses. IT 1t 1s determined that monitor activation has been
received at 1110, the method proceeds to 1112 where the data
storage 1s reset and the monitor activation data parameters are
implemented. Otherwise, the method proceeds to 1114.

At 1114, 1t 1s determined whether monitor freeze data has
been received. In one exemplary embodiment, monitor freeze
data can be received to keep a record of video data that has
been recorded after a crime has been commaitted so as to retain
evidence that may be useful 1n 1dentifying a perpetrator or
locating the location of a perpetrator. If 1t 1s determined at
1114 that monitor {freeze data has been received, the method
proceeds to 1116 where the data storage for the video data 1s
frozen. Otherwise, the method returns to 1102.

In operation, method 1100 allows meter systems 102,
monitor systems 104, or other suitable systems to be used to
provide video data for use 1n law enforcement activities.
Method 1100 allows such monitor systems to be reset to begin
tracking data, such as when a perpetrator 1s believed to be
entering an area, can be used to stop, overwriting or looping
of monitor data, such as where 1t 1s believed that a perpetrator
has passed through an area or committed a crime 1n an area, or
other suitable processes can be performed.

Although exemplary embodiments of a system and method
of the present invention have been described in detail herein,
those skilled 1in the art will also recognize that various sub-
stitutions and modifications can be made to the systems and
methods without departing from the scope and spirit of the
appended claims.

What is claimed 1s:
1. A surveillance system for monitoring a plurality of
vehicle license plates comprising:
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a portable license plate reader including a camera for auto-
matically imaging a license plate and extracting a char-
acter string from the image for each of a plurality of
moving vehicles that pass through a field of view of the
camera without detection by the moving vehicles;

a mobile surveillance unit positioned 1n proximity to the
license plate reader for recerving the extracted character
string from the reader, comparing each extracted char-
acter string with a list of target plate numbers, and gen-
crating an audible alarm and a visual display when a
match 1s found;

an operations center for communicating with the mobile
survelllance unit to receirve each extracted character
string from the mobile surveillance unit and to update
the list of target plate numbers stored at the mobile

surveillance unit; and

an alert system for transmitting an alert to one or more
external enforcement systems.

2. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the portable license plate reader
COmprises:

a camera for imaging of vehicle license plates; and

an 1mage acquisition and processing device coupled to the
camera to acquire images ol the vehicle license plates
from the camera and to extract character strings of each
detected license plate.

3. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 2 wherein the portable license plate reader
further comprises a device to control infrared emissions.

4. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 2 wherein the portable license plate reader
further comprises a wireless communications device for
transmitting extracted license plate character strings to the
mobile surveillance unit.

5. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the mobile surveillance unit com-
Prises:

a wireless communications device for receiving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader:;

a display device for displaying each received license plate
character string;

a storage device for storing the list of target plate numbers
and the captured license plate character strings from
cach license plate reader; and

a processing unit for comparing each received license plate
character string with the list of target plate numbers and
displaying each license plate character string that
matches an entry from the target list.

6. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the portable license plate reader 1s
mounted on a structure positioned adjacent to a roadway.

7. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the portable license plate reader
COmMprises:

a camera for imaging of vehicle license plates; and

an 1mage acquisition and processing device coupled to the
camera to acquire 1mages ol the vehicle license plates
from the camera and to extract character strings of each
detected license plate;

wherein the portable license plate reader further comprises
a device to generate infrared emissions; and

wherein the portable license plate reader further comprises
a wireless communications device for transmitting
extracted license plate character strings to the mobile
survetllance unait.
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8. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the mobile surveillance unit com-
Prises:

a wireless communications device for receiving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader;

a display device for displaying each received license plate
character string;

a storage device for storing the list of target plate numbers
and the captured license plate character strings from
cach license plate reader;

a processing unit for comparing each recerved license plate
character string with the list of target plate numbers and
displaying each license plate character string that
matches an entry from the target list; and

wherein the portable license plate reader 1s mounted on a
structure positioned adjacent to a roadway.

9. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the mobile surveillance umit com-
Prises:

a wireless communications device for recerving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader; and

a display device for displaying each received license plate
character string.

10. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the mobile surveillance unit com-
Prises:

a wireless communications device for receiving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader; and

a storage device for storing the list of target plate numbers
and the captured license plate character strings from
cach license plate reader.

11. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 1 wherein the mobile surveillance unit com-
Prises:

a wireless communications device for recerving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader; and

a processing unit for comparing each received license plate
character string with the list of target plate numbers and
displaying each license plate character string that
matches an entry from the target list.

12. A surveillance system for monitoring a plurality of

vehicle license plates comprising:

a portable license plate reader including a camera for auto-
matically imaging a license plate and extracting a char-
acter string from the image for each of a plurality of
moving vehicles that pass through a field of view of the
camera without detection by the moving vehicles;

a mobile surveillance unit positioned in proximity to the
license plate reader for recerving the extracted character
string {rom the reader, comparing each extracted char-
acter string with a list of target plate numbers, and gen-
erating an audible alarm and a visual display when a
match 1s found;

an operations center for communicating with the mobile
surveillance unit to receitve each extracted character
string from the mobile surveillance unit and to update
the list of target plate numbers stored at the mobile
surveillance unit; and

a violation system for generating a violation notice for one
or more of the moving vehicles.

13. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license

plates of claim 12 wherein the portable license plate reader
COmMprises:
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a camera for imaging of vehicle license plates; and

an 1mage acquisition and processing device coupled to the
camera to acquire 1mages ol the vehicle license plates
from the camera and to extract character strings of each
detected license plate.

14. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 13 wherein the portable license plate reader
further comprises a device to control infrared emissions.

15. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 13 wherein the portable license plate reader
further comprises a wireless communications device for
transmitting extracted license plate character strings to the
mobile surveillance unit.

16. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 12 wherein the mobile surveillance unit com-
Prises:

a wireless communications device for receiving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader:;

a display device for displaying each received license plate
character string;

a storage device for storing the list of target plate numbers
and the captured license plate character strings from
cach license plate reader; and

a processing unit for comparing each received license plate
character string with the list of target plate numbers and
displaying each license plate character string that
matches an entry from the target list.

17. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 12 wherein the portable license plate reader 1s
mounted on a structure positioned adjacent to a roadway.

18. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 12 wherein the portable license plate reader
COmMprises:

a camera for imaging of vehicle license plates; and

an 1mage acquisition and processing device coupled to the
camera to acquire 1mages ol the vehicle license plates
from the camera and to extract character strings of each
detected license plate;

wherein the portable license plate reader further comprises
a device to generate 1infrared emissions; and

wherein the portable license plate reader further comprises
a wireless communications device for transmitting

extracted license plate character strings to the mobile
surveillance unait.

19. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license
plates of claim 12 wherein the mobile surveillance unit com-
Prises:

a wireless commumnications device for receiving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader:

a display device for displaying each received license plate
character string;

a storage device for storing the list of target plate numbers
and the captured license plate character strings from
cach license plate reader;

a processing unit for comparing each received license plate
character string with the list of target plate numbers and
displaying each license plate character string that
matches an entry from the target list; and

wherein the portable license plate reader 1s mounted on a
structure positioned adjacent to a roadway.

20. The surveillance system for monitoring vehicle license

plates of claim 12 wherein the mobile surveillance unit com-
prises:
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a wireless communications device for receiving extracted
license plate character strings from each license plate
reader; and

a display device for displaying each recetved license plate
character string. 5

20
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