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BLISTER-TYPE PACKAGING UNIT HAVING
A WEAKENED REGION TO BE TORN

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The mvention relates to a blister-type packaging unit hav-
ing a front wall and a rear wall defining an article-receiving
space between them, wherein the front wall and the rear wall
have a circumierential joint along at least a main portion of a
peripheral region of the front and rear walls, and wherein
inwardly of said circumierential joint a weakened region 1s
present 1n at least one of the front and rear walls along a part
of the circumiferential joint, which weakened region 1s tear-
able by a user to separate the front and rear walls 1n order to
access said article-receiving space.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Such a blister-type packaging unit 1s disclosed 1n WO-A-
01/60711. This publication describes a packaging unit having
a so called tear-open strip comprising a part of the circumier-
ential joint. The tear open strip 1s connected with a remainder
part of the packaging unit by a weakened region 1n both the
front wall and the rear wall. The tear-open strip can be sepa-
rated from the packaging unit by tearing the weakened region

by the user. Subsequently, the packaging unit can be easily
opened in order to remove the article from the packaging unait.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The matenal of the walls can be plastic and/or cardboard or
any other material or combination of materials that can sur-
round the article to be packed. The material can be elastic in
order to be formed around the article, or one or both walls may
have a recessed part to accommodate the article. Preferably,
the rear wall ol the packaging unit 1s substantially flat. At least
one of the walls, preferably the front wall, 1s made of trans-
parent plastic, so that the article 1s shown. Apart from the
article, a cardboard or paper sheet may be present in the
packaging unit, for example to indicate how to open the
packaging unit and/or to give istructions about the use of the
article and/or to give a specification of it.

The circumierential joint can be welded with a heat seal
near the edges of the two walls, or the walls can be glued
together or fixed to each other 1n any other way 1n the periph-
eral region. Furthermore, a part of the circumierential joint
may consist of a fold of the material of the walls 1n case the
two walls are made out of one piece of material.

The blister-type packaging unit according to said WO-A -
01/60711 1s easy to open. Therefore, the packaging unit can
be opened in order to take away the article from a shop
without the theft protection that may be present 1n the pack-
aging unit. On the other hand, in order to achieve theft pro-
tection, a blister-type packaging unit 1s often hard to open.
This 1s a disadvantage, because 1t 1s preferred that the article
can be removed from the packaging unit 1n an easy way after
the article 1n the packaging unit 1s bought and taken home by
the user.

An object of the invention 1s a blister-type packaging unit
that can be easily opened by means of a pair of scissors, but
whereby the packaging unit 1s difficult to open without mak-
ing use of such a tool.

Another object of the invention 1s a blister-type packaging
unit whereby the front wall and the rear wall of the packaging,
unit can easily be separated by the user’s finger r who 1s
opening the packaging unait.
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2

In order to accomplish one or both these objects, a blister-
type packaging unit according to the mvention 1s character-
1zed 1n that said weakened region has two end portions which
are located inwardly of said peripheral region, whereby the
weakened region can be torn by the user after the user has
made a cut 1n the front and rear walls starting from said
peripheral region through said two end portions of said weak-
ened region. The weakened region may consist of perfora-
tions 1n both said front and rear walls or 1n one of the front and
rear walls, preferably only 1n the rear wall of the packaging
unit. Because the weakened region does not extend to the
peripheral region of the packaging unit, it 1s only possible to
tear the weakened region after making a cut starting from said
peripheral region towards and through said end portions of
the weakened region. In this manner, only a simple tool like a
pair of scissors 1s required to open the packaging unit, but
once a relative simple cut 1s made, the packaging unit can be
opened by tearing the material of at least one of the walls.

In a preferred embodiment, two weakened regions are
present located in opposite parts of the peripheral region of
the packaging unit, wherein a cutting line near a further part
of the peripheral region between said opposite parts crosses
both weakened regions. In this manner, when the packaging
unit has a substantially rectangular shape, a cut with a pair of
scissors along one of the four sides of the rectangle 1s suili-
cient to open the packaging unit at three of the four sides,
whereby the article 1s free to be removed from the packaging
unit.

In a preferred embodiment, the cutting line 1s indicated on
one of the front and rear walls, preferably on the rear wall, or
on a sheet of material between the front and rear walls,
wherein the cutting line crosses at least one weakened region.
The cutting line can be indicated by a dotted line provided
with the image of a pair of scissors, so that it1s clear to the user
how to open the packaging unit.

In a preferred embodiment, a notch 1n the peripheral region
of the packaging unit 1s present at a location where said
cutting line passes the peripheral region, 1.e. the location
where a cut has to be made through the peripheral region.
Such a notch facilitates the making of a cut by means of a pair
of scissors. Preferably, a notch 1s present at both ends of the
cutting line.

In a preferred embodiment, in order to hang up the pack-
aging unit, for example 1n a display, a slot-like opening 1s
present in the front and rear walls. Preferably, said slot-like
opening extends along a part of the cutting line, 1.¢. the cutting
line crosses the slot-like opening. In this manner, the length of
the cut to be made for opening the packaging unit 1s short-
ened, only the walls at both ends of the slot-like opening have
to be cut.

In a preferred embodiment, in one of the front and rear
walls, preferably 1n the rear wall, said opening 1s larger than
in the other of the front and rear walls, whereby separation of
the front and rear walls by the user’s finger 1s facilitated after
the user has made a cut along the cutting line through the
slot-like opening. Preferably, a larger part of the opening 1n
one of the front and rear walls overlaps a recessed part of the
other wall, so that a finger can easily be inserted in said
recessed part through said opening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The invention will now be further elucidated by means of a
description of an embodiment of a blister-type packaging unit
according to the ivention, wherein reference 1s made to the
drawing comprising diagrammatical figures, wherein:
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FIG. 1 1s a rear view of the packaging unit;

FIG. 2 1s a sectional view according to the line II-11 1n FIG.
1

FIG. 3 1s a sectional view according to the line III-III in
FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 shows 1nstructions for opening the packaging unait.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 shows the rear side of the blister-type packaging
unit. The rear wall 1 has an opening 3 through which opening,
a part of the front wall 2 of the packaging unit is visible. The
rear wall 1 1s flat and has a substantially rectangular shape.
Both walls, the rear wall 1 and the front wall 2, are made of
plastic, whereby the front wall 2 1s transparent. The rear wall
1 1s welded to the front wall 2 by means a heat seal 4 1n the
peripheral region of the packaging unit, forming a circumier-
ential joint of the two walls 1,2. The location of the heat seal
4 1s indicated in FIG. 1 by means of an area shaded by parallel
lines. At the top of the packaging unit 1s a horizontal slot-like
opening 5 in order to hang up the packaging unit in a display.
The slot-like opening 5 1s present in the front wall 2 and
corresponds with a part of opening 3 in the rear wall 1. The
other part of opening 3 in the rear wall 1 extends in the
downward direction (see FIGS. 1 and 2).

FIGS. 2 and 3 are sectional views of the packaging unit
showing the article receiving space 6 between the flat rear
wall 1 and a recessed part of the front wall 2. The recessed part
of the front wall 2 may have any shape, which shape can be
adapted to the shape of the article in the article recerving space
6.

The rear wall 1 comprises two weakened regions 7 near
opposite parts of i1ts peripheral region. The weakened regions
7 are created by two straight arrays of perforations through
the material of the rear wall 1. Furthermore, the rear wall 1 1s
provided with a dashed line 8 indicating the cutting line, 1.¢.
the line to be cut by means of a pair of scissors when opening,
the packaging unit. Two notches 9 in both walls 1,2 atthe ends
of the cutting line 8 facilitate the cutting operation when the
user 1s opening the packaging unit.

After the user has cut along the cutting line 8, he can easily
insert his finger through opening 3 of the rear wall 1 because
behind opening 3 1s the recessed part of the front wall 2. Then
he can tear the weakened regions 7 of the rear wall 1, so that
the packaging unit 1s opened and the packed article can be
removed out of the packaging unit.

FIG. 4 shows how to open the blister-type packaging unit
according to the FIGS. 1-3. These 1nstructions can be repre-
sented on the rear wall 1 1n order to elucidate the opening
operation for the person who opens the packaging unit. It
shows how to cut the cutting line by means of a pair of scissors
and how to isert the finger 1n order to tear the weakened
regions.

While the invention has been illustrated in the drawing and
the foregoing description, such an illustration and description
are to be considered 1llustrative or exemplary and not restric-
tive:; the invention 1s not limited to the disclosed embodiment.
The mere fact that certain measures are recited 1n mutually
different dependent claims does not indicate that a combina-
tion of these measures cannot be used to advantage. Any
reference signs in the claims should not be construed as
limiting the scope of the invention.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A blister-type packaging unit, comprising;:

a single layer front wall, and a single layer rear wall defin-

ing an article-receiving space between them, whereby
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both the front and rear walls are made of plastic and the
front wall 1s transparent, the front wall comprised of a
single section defining a front face of the blister-type
packaging unit and the rear wall comprised of a single
section defining a rear face of the blister-type packaging,
unit,

a horizontal slot-like opening located in the front wall
having a corresponding opening 1n the rear wall extend-
ing in a downward direction,

wherein the front wall and the rear wall have a circumfier-
ential joint along at least a main portion of a peripheral
region of the front and rear walls,

wherein inwardly of said circumierential joint one or both
of said walls includes weakened regions consisting of a
first weakened region and a second weakened region
located 1n opposite parts of the peripheral region being
separated there-between by a non-weakened region,

wherein said first and second weakened regions each
respectively have end portions which are located
inwardly of said circumierential joint,

wherein a cutting line near a further part of the peripheral
region between said opposite parts crosses both of said
first and second weakened regions 1n said opposite parts
of the peripheral region,

wherein the horizontal slot-like opening centrally bifur-
cates said cutting line thereby providing an opening to
allow a user to msert a finger through said corresponding,
opening 1n the rear wall,

wherein said first and second weakened regions are tear-
able by said user to separate the front and rear walls 1n
order to access said article-recetving space, and

wherein the first and second weakened regions can be
separately torn by the user after the user has made a cut
along the cutting line in the front and rear walls starting,
from said peripheral region through said two end por-
tions of said first and second weakened regions.

2. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the

cutting line 1s indicated on one of the front and rear walls.

3. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein a notch
in the peripheral region 1s present at a location where said
cutting line passes the peripheral region.

4. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
slot-like opening 1s present 1n the front and rear walls,
wherein said slot-like opening extends along a part of the
cutting line.

5. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 4, wherein in one

of the front and rear walls said opening 1s larger than in the
other of the front and rear walls.

6. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 5, wherein a larger
part of the opening in one of the front and rear walls overlaps
a recessed part of the other wall.

7. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein said first
weakened region extends from a first end point located 1n a
bottom leit hand portion of the peripheral region of the front
and rear walls and extends to a second end point located 1n a
top left hand portion of the peripheral region.

8. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
second weakened region extends from a first end point
located 1n a bottom right hand portion of the peripheral region
of the front and rear walls and extends to a second end point
located 1n a top right hand portion of the peripheral region.

9. A packaging unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein said first
and second weakened regions include respective first and
second end points which terminate 1n a non-weakened region.
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