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(57) ABSTRACT

A foldable and collapsible jewelry storage device including a
flexible substratum having a top portion and two opposing
substantially planar surfaces, a plurality of pockets disposed
on at least one of the surfaces, and an attachment clasp dis-
posed adjacent to a top edge of at least one of the pockets. A
hanger 1s attached to the top portion of the substratum to
provide a point of attachment to a rigid body, such as a closet
rod. Each of the pockets comprises a tlexible translucent strip
attached to the substratum along at least the lower edge and
sides of the strip, leaving the top edge open, forming a storage
pocket. The pockets are spaced apart and arranged 1n a matrix
or grid. The attachment clasp provides enhanced organization
for longer jewelry pieces and prevents kinking and tangling.
The substratum may comprise two layers with a hanger dis-
posed between the two.

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 1
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DEVICE FOR ARRANGING AND STORING
JEWELRY HAVING ORGANIZING CLASPS

CROSS REFERENCED TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation-in-part of co-pending,
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/304,886 filed on Nov. 28,

2011.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present mvention relates generally to a device for
storing jewelry and more specifically to a collapsible and
foldable jewelry storage device which allows the pieces of
jewelry to be stored 1n an array and be visible to an observer
while the jewelry 1s beings stored.

2. Description of Related Art

Traditionally, jewelry 1s stored 1n rigid boxes that often
include one or more storage compartments or tiers. Usually
the individual pieces of jewelry are stacked on top of each
other or jumbled about within the storage box without any
particular regard to organization or containment. Conse-
quently, 1n order for the user to see the individual pieces of
1ewelry, the box must be opened and 1individual pieces manu-
ally removed. This often requires space around the boxes to
allow room for the box to open for one to see its contents.
Furthermore, ambient light does not readily shine into the
box, making 1t difficult to see jewelry stored 1n the various
tiers and compartments of the box.

More recently, hanging jewelry storage devices have been
implemented. Such devices typically include a hanger or
other hook means at the top thereof, from which a flexible
panel hangs. The flexible panel often includes a variety of
pockets or slot 1n which jewelry 1s placed for storage, which
pockets may be transparent or translucent to render the jew-
clry visible even while stowed away. These flexible and hang-
ing jewelry storage devices are often foldable, allowing for
convenient storage of same. While the pocket arrangement of
the hanging devices offer a substantial improvement over
prior jewelry storage products, longer jewelry pieces like
bracelets and necklaces will tend to get kinked or tangled
when placed within the pockets. Such a result 1s unsightly and
1s of course inconvenient when a user wishes to retrieve a
particular jewelry piece. Consequently, there 1s a need 1n the
art to enhance hanging jewelry storage devices to provide a
more functional, usetul, and aesthetically pleasing configu-
ration. It 1s, therefore, to the effective resolution of the afore-
mentioned problems and shortcomings of the prior art that the
present invention 1s directed. However, 1n view of the jewelry
storage devices 1n existence at the time of the present inven-
tion, 1t was not obvious to those persons of ordinary skill in
the pertinent art as to how the identified needs could be
tulfilled 1n an advantageous manner.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a foldable and collapsible
jewelry storage device, comprising a tlexible substratum hav-
ing a top portion and two opposing substantially planar sur-
faces, a plurality of pockets disposed on at least one of the
surfaces, and an attachment clasp disposed adjacent to a top
edge of at least one of the pockets. Of course, the pockets and
attachment clasps could be disposed on both sides of the
substratum. In some embodiments, a hanger 1s attached to the
top portion of the substratum to provide a point of attachment
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to arigid body, such as a closet rod. In some cases, each of the
pockets comprises a flexible translucent strip attached to the
substratum along at least the lower edge and sides of the strip,
leaving the top edge open, forming a storage pocket. In some
embodiments, the pockets are spaced apart and arranged 1n a
matrix or grid. Also, the pockets may vary 1n size and shape,
as desired.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
flexible substratum comprising two substantially planar sub-
stratum layers, each of the layers having a top portion, an
outer surface, and an 1nner surface. A plurality of pockets 1s
disposed on at least one of said outer surfaces and may be
present on both outer surfaces, which surfaces are opposing
one another. An attachment clasp may be disposed adjacent to
a top edge of at least one of the pockets. In this embodiment,
a hanger may be disposed between the two 1nner surfaces of
the substratum layers, and secured by hook and loop fasten-
ers, or other fastening means attached to the top portion of the
two layers.

Accordingly, 1t 1s an object of the present invention to
provide collapsible, foldable jewelry storage device that pro-
vides a means for organizing and storage jewelry pieces and
other items while keeping the 1tems visible to the user while
stored.

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
collapsible, foldable jewelry storage device that can be hung
from a rigid body, such as a closet rod, for ease of use and
convenience.

It 1s yet another objection of the present invention to pro-
vide a collapsible, foldable jewelry storage device that
includes attachment clasps disposed adjacent to the top edge
of each of the pockets, which clasps are configured to recerve
longer jewelry pieces or other items, to allow for storage of
same without the risk of tangling, kinking, or damage thereto.

In accordance with these and other objects which waill
become apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will now
be described with particular reference to the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a front elevation view of one embodiment of the
present 1nvention.

FIG. 2 1s an expanded view of one aspect of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 1s another expanded view of one aspect of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 a front perspective view of one embodiment of the
jewelry storage device 10 of the present invention. Jewelry
storage device 10 comprises a flexible and foldable substra-
tum 11 having a top portion 12. In some embodiments, flex-
ible substratum 11 1s a generally planar, flexible panel com-
prised of a quilted, padded, or matted cloth material. In some
embodiments, substratum 11 1s sewn or stitched around 1its
perimeter to prevent fraying and to enhance appearance. Lace
or other decorative materials may also be sewn around the
perimeter substratum, to enhance appearance. It 1s appreci-
ated that the material of the substratum may be of any suitable
flexible material and may include any desired color, print, or
pattern. A hanger 20 may be attached to or recerved in the top
portion 12, for hanging the jewelry storage device 10 from a
substantially rigid protrusion as desired, enhancing the
usability and visibility of the device 10.
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A plurality of pockets 13 are placed across the surface of
substratum 11. In some embodiments, the pockets are com-
prised ol a transparent and/or translucent material such as
plastic so that objects stored therein are visible. In some
embodiments, the pockets 13 are generally rectangular 1n
shape, but other shapes may be used, such as squares or
irregular shapes. The pockets 13 comprise tlexible strips of
translucent and/or transparent material which are attached to
the substratum 11 along the lower edge 14 and sides 15 of the
flexible strips. The pockets 13 may be attached by known
means such as sewing or the like. The top edge 16 of each of
the pockets 13 1s preferably not attached to the substratum 11,
thereby leavening an opening whereby jewelry pieces can be
placed within pockets 13. The top edge may include fabric
trim to provide a finished edge to protect the pocket 13 as well
as the user. By attaching the pockets 13 at the lower edges 14
thereol, a natural fold line 1s created which aid in the folding
and storage of the jewelry storage device 10. In some embodi-
ments, the fold lines are uniform across the substratum, pre-
venting overlaps and enhancing foldability.

In some embodiments, pockets 13 are arranged 1n a matrix
configuration to provide order and arrangement of jewelry
pieces placed within the pockets 13. For example, as shown in
FIG. 1, one embodiment of the present invention includes
twelve pockets 13 arranged in three columns of four pockets
13 each. The pockets 13 are generally spaced apart both
horizontally and vertically in order to provide room ifor
expansion of the pockets 13 as well as space for placing and
removing jewelry items into the pockets 13. While the
embodiments depicted herein demonstrate that the pockets 13
are uniform 1n shape and size, this generally need not be the
case. Fach pocket 13 1n the matrix may have a different size
and shape, however it 1s appreciated that having at least uni-
tormly shaped pockets 13 across each row will create a uni-
form fold line across the lower edges 14 thereof, preventing
overlaps and improving the overall foldability and stowabaility
of the storage device 10.

With reference to FIG. 2, shown 1s an expanded view of a
portion of the jewelry storage device 10 of the present inven-
tion. Shown 1s pocket 13 attached to substratum 11 at lower
edge 14 and side 15 and having a top edge 16 that 1s not
attached to substratum 16. Also shown in part 1s another
pocket 13" above pocket 13, which pocket 13' includes a lower
edge 14'. Further, also shown 1n another pocket 13" below
pocket 13, which pocket 13" includes a top edge 16". Dis-
posed between lower edge 14" of pocket 13' and top edge 16
of pocket 13 1s an attachment clasp 17. Likewise, another
attachment clasp 17 1s disposed between lower edge 14 of
pocket 13 and upper edge 16" of pocket 13". Accordingly, an
attachment clasp 17 may be located adjacent to the top edge of
at least one pocket 13 of the device 10 and, 1n some embodi-
ments, a plurality of attachment clasps 17 may be provided,
cach located adjacent the top edge of each corresponding
pocket. In some embodiments, the attachment clasps 17 are
provided within the space above the top edges, 1t being under-
stood that the pockets are vertically spaced apart as noted
above. The attachment clasps 17 may be secured to the sur-
face substratum 11 by a loop 18 or other attachment means.

Attachment clasps 17 may comprise a metal, plastic, or
other suitably rigid material and are intended to receive
longer jewelry 1tems such as bracelets and necklaces in order
to prevent kinking and tangling. Accordingly, in some
embodiments, a bracelet or necklace 1s at least partially pro-
vided through attachment clasp 17, with the remainder of the
bracelet or necklace placed within the pocket 13 there below
such that the 1tem remains untangled yet securely stowed
away and contained. The attachment clasp feature improves
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functionality of the storage device, while also protecting long
jewelry 1items and improving aesthetics. Of course, 1t 1s appre-
ciated that other jewelry 1tems and accessories can be
received by attachment clasps 17; their functionality and use-
fulness 1s not merely limited storage and containment of
bracelets and necklaces. The attachment clasps 17 may com-
prise “bocklebee clasps” or any clasp having a spring loaded
release that provides access to the clasp. These releasable
clasps provide a substantial advantage when attaching and
removing jewelry items as the release allows for easy access.

It 1s appreciated that the jewelry storage device 10 of the
present mvention may include a plurality of pockets 13 on
both sides thereof. In some embodiments, a single-ply con-
figuration of substratum 11 1s provided wherein each of the
opposing sides of the generally planar substratum 11 includes
pockets 13 and attachment clasps 17 as described above. It 1s
appreciated that the size, shape and location of the pockets 13
and clasps 17 need not be 1dentical with respect to both sides;
however 1t 1s realized that aligning the lower edges 14 of each
pocket 14 will provide a uniform fold line for easier folding
and storage.

In an alternate configuration, with reference to FIG. 3, the
substratum 11 1s two-ply, having a first substratum layer 11'
and an opposing second substratum layer 11". The outwardly
facing surfaces of both layers 11' and 11" include the same
pockets 13 and attachment clasps 17 described above how-
ever the arrangement, size, and shape of such features need
not be 1dentical with respect to both layers. In this embodi-
ment, at least a portion of the perimeter of substratum layers
11' and 11" are sewn or stitched to one another. In some
embodiments, the top portion 12 of each of the layers 11' and
11" are removably attached to one another by one or more
hook and loop fasteners 21 located on the respective opposing
surfaces thereof. Accordingly, hanger 20 may be disposed
between inside surfaces of the two layers 11'and 11" at the top
portions 12 thereol and secured there between by the engage-
ment of the corresponding hook and loop fasteners 21. It 1s
appreciated that other removable attachment means may be
used to secure the two the substratum layers 11' and 11" to
cach other, such as buttons, snaps, hooks, ties or the like.
Hanger 20 can be utilized to hang the jewelry storage device
10 from a substantially rigid protrusion such as a closet rod or
the like. Hanging the device 10 allows the entire substratum to
hang substantially vertically, providing easy access to each of
the pockets 13 while also providing visualization of the con-
tents of each of the translucent and/or transparent pockets 13.

It 1s realized that the present invention provides a collaps-
ible and foldable jewelry storage device 10 that includes at
least two operative states, an open, and a folded state. The
open state provides access to substantially all of the pockets
13 disposed on either side of the substratum 11 (or in the case
of the two-play configuration, substratum layers 11' and 11").
In the open state, the device can be hung to a substantially
rigid protrusion or other body by way of hanger 20. In a folded
state, the device 10 may be collapsed and folded about the
lower edged 14 thereof and may be folded several times,
depending on the number and configuration of pockets 13.
Accordingly, the entire device 10 can be collapsed and folded
while still containing jewelry 1tems, to allow a user to store
and/or transport the entirety of the contents of the device 10
without having to remove any such contents. Furthermore,
the attachment clasps 17 provide a sigmificant advantage in
containing and organizing longer jewelry pieces without the
risk of kinking, tangling, or damage.

The instant invention has been shown and described herein
in what 1s considered to be the most practical and preferred
embodiments. It 1s recognized, however, that departures may
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be made therefrom within the scope of the invention and that
obvious modifications will occur to a person skilled 1n the art.
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A collapsible and foldable device for arranging and
storing jewelry comprising: 5
a rectangular, flexible substratum having a length and
height, said substratum having a top edge and two
opposing substantially planar surfaces; a plurality of
flexible transparent members attached to a first of said
two opposing substantially planar surfaces, each of said 10
first plurality of flexible members having a plurality of
side edges and a top edge and a bottom edge, each of said
first plurality of flexible members attached to said first
substantially planar surface along their respective plu-
rality of side edges and respect the bottom edge to form 15
a first plurality of pockets on said first substantially
planar surface to create a natural fold line at the bottom
edge for aiding 1n compactly folding and storing said
device, said top edge of each said first plurality of flex-
ible members attached to said first substantially planar 20
surface to provide access with respect to the respective
pocket of said first plurality of pockets;

means attaching said substratum to a hanger along the top
edge of said substratum, said hanger thereby supporting
said substratum; and 25

a respective rigid jewelry attachment releasable clasp dis-
posed on said substratum adjacent the top edge of each
of said pockets, each of the releasable clasps having a
spring-loaded release that provides access to open said
clasp. 30
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