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PORTABLE HEATING APPARATUS FOR
HEATING INTERIOR PIPING SYSTEMS

This invention 1s a divisional patent application of Ser. No.
12/571,561 filed Oct 1, 2009, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,399,813,
which 1s a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 12/378,670 filed Feb 18, 2009, now U.S. Pat. No.
8,206,783, which 1s a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/946,107 filed Nov 28, 2007, now U.S.
pat. No. 8,696,823 and U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/649,647 filed Jan 4, 2007, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,858,149,
which 1s a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/246,825 filed Oct 7, 2005, now U.S. Pat. No.
7,517,409, which was a divisional application of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 10/649,288 filed Aug. 23, 2003, now U.S.
Pat. No. 7,160,574, which claims the benefit of priority to
U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 6/406,602 filed Aug.
28, 2002. The entire disclosure of each of the applications
listed 1n this paragraph are incorporated herein by specific
reference thereto.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to piping systems, 1n particular to
apparatus, devices, systems and methods of heating the inte-
rior of piping systems, and for generating heated air that adds
heat to the air from an air blower or vacuum, or both, or in
combination, for the use in heating the inside of metallic or
non metallic pipes.

BACKGROUND AND PRIOR ART

Over the years many attempts have been used to clean and
restore pipes in-place using various processes and various
devices that mvolve moving heated air through the piping
section or system. See for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,160,574
and 7,517,409 to Gillanders, which 1s by the same assignee
and includes a co-mnventor of the subject mvention; 5,930,
6812 to Reimelt, 4,503,613 to Koga, and 5,007,461 to Nat.

Conventionally 1n the restoration or placement of a barrier
coating to the interior of a pipe, heat 1s generally 1) added at
the source of the air blower, 2) added at the suction/open end
of the piping system when a vacuum 1s used, or 3) heating
wires are mserted into the pipe.

Each of these techniques has presented challenges to the
operator 1n controlling heat to the pipe sections. For example
when wires are inserted there 1s difficulty in the wires navi-
gating bends and intersections. When confronted with valves
or other restrictions within a pipe, such as rust build up, wires
may not be able to be 1nserted at all.

A heater connected at the blower may have to be located
some distance to the actual pipe leaving the heated air subject
to heat loss as it travels from the blower source to the pipe. The
use ol heaters associated with compressors as the heat gen-
erating source are also generally bulky and costly to operate.

In the presently applied processes, heated air 1s an essential
component and 1s used 1n at least three stages of the process 1)
drying the pipes, 2) heating the pipes for application of the
barrier coating and 3) drying the barrier coating. Presently
whether one pushes air into a piping system with a compres-
sor or pulls air through with vacuums, typical heating devices
are located at the air driver source 1.¢.: compressor or in the
case ol a vacuum working alone a heating unit may be
installed at the main entry point to the piping system.

Various types of heating devices that usually have a com-
pressor and similar types of generator components are typi-
cally located outside the building or at a distance to the pipe
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source. The physical locations of these exterior devices are
also undesirable due to their size and noise and exhausting

considerations. These types of units that are associated with
heating and moving air are often large, bulky and typically
tossil tuel driven.

Various drawbacks with prior art heating devices include:

1) heat loss while the air travels from source to the piping
system

2) run up 1n costs when relying on the use of diesel or gas
type fuels

3) limaits to the heat achieved

4) limited control to the operator to adjust the heat for each
piping section. For example, pipe sections may be
located at varying distances from the source yet the heat
generated 1s from one source and can be used to service
multiple service points involving pipe sections of vary-
ing diameters and connections 1n varying distances form
the source

5) The typical heat sources are over sized due to common
usage of a single source of equipment during the various
stages of the pipe restoration operation. One typically 1s
using, for example, a compressor during the epoxy dry-
ing stage when in reality what 1s actually required 1s a
source of low volume heated air flow. The same can be
said for the imitial drying stage, when one can economi-
cally set up and heat and dry the piping system with out
the use of compressed air.

6) Lack of adjustable control of heat and air flow at each
inlet/outlet.

7) Limited ability to independently adjust air flow and heat.
Current techniques have a limited use of the primary air
delivery source limiting it to a single application per
phase of application.

Asreferenced above, all of these systems do not adequately
address the application and use of portable heating apparatus
and techniques that permit the operator greater operational
flexibility and operating eificiencies. Thus, the need exists for
such an apparatus and application solutions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A primary objective of the invention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for providing controlled heated air to
flow or be drawn through the interior walls of pipes while the
pipes are 1n place, without having to physically remove and
replace the pipes.

A secondary objective of the invention 1s to provide meth-
ods, systems and devices for providing controlled heated air
to flow or be drawn through the interior walls of pipes, n
place, to assist 1n the drying for the cleaning process of the
interior walls of pipes.

A third objective of the mvention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for providing controlled heated air to
flow or be drawn through the 1nterior walls of pipes that are 1n
place, to enhance the application of the placement and drying
ol a corrosion protection barrier coating to the interior walls
of the pipes.

A fourth objective of the invention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for providing controlled heated air to
flow or be drawn through the interior walls of pipes, 1n place
in a cost eflective and efficient manner.

A fifth objective of the invention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for providing controlled heated air to
flow or be drawn through the interior walls of pipes, 1n place
which 1s applicable to small diameter piping systems up to
approximately 2" in diameter in piping systems or piping
sections made of various materials such as galvanized steel,
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black steel, lead, brass, copper or other materials such as
composites mncluding plastics.

A sixth objective of the mvention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for providing controlled heated air to
flow or be drawn through the 1nterior walls of pipes, 1n place,
reducing energy costs and reliance on the use of equipment
using diesel or gas.

A seventh objective of the invention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for heating the interior of pipes where
users benefit from the savings in time associated with the
restoration of an existing piping system.

An eight objective of the invention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for heating the interior walls of pipes
where the equipment package 1s able to function safely,
cleanly, and efficiently 1n high customer traflic areas.

A ninth objective of the mvention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for heating the interior walls of pipes
where the equipment components are mobile and maneuver-
able 1nside and outside buildings and within the parameters
typically found 1n single-family homes, multi unit residential
buildings and various commercial buildings and around ser-
vice lines.

A tenth objective of the invention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for heating the interior walls of pipes
where the equipment components can operate quietly, within
the strictest of noise requirements.

An eleventh objective of the mnvention 1s to provide meth-
ods, systems and devices for heating the interior walls of pipe
in a variety of piping environments, and operating parameters
such as but not limited to a wide temperature range, at a wide
variety of airtlows and air pressures, and the like.

A twellth objective of the invention 1s to provide methods,
systems and devices for heating the interior walls of pipes
where the barrier coating material and the process 1s func-
tionally able to deliver turnaround of a restored piping system
to service within approximately 12 hours or less.

A thirteenth objective of the mvention 1s to provide meth-
ods, systems and devices for heating the interiors of a piping
system 1n a single set up operation 1n various sized pipes that
can 1nclude diameters larger than approximately 2"

A fourteenth objective of the invention 1s to provide meth-
ods, systems and devices for heating interiors of piping sys-
tems with a portable heating apparatus and techniques that
permits the operator greater operational flexibility and oper-
ating elficiencies over existing techniques.

A preferred embodiment the portable heating device or
apparatus for generating heated air can include a manifold for
transporting a flow of air having an air inlet through which air
1s drawn and at least one air outlet for the emission of the
heated air, a heater with a heating chamber that 1s attached to
the manifold, and a heater control valve for controlling the
heating elements and valves to control the tlow of air.

The heating chamber can include a heating element having,
an 1nlet end for directing air into the chamber and an outlet
end for emitting heated air therefrom.

The manmifold can include a first inlet end a second 1nlet end
tor drawing air therethrough, the manifold having a first outlet
end and a second outlet end for passing air therefrom, at least
one of the first mlet end and the second inlet end being
attached to the outlet end of the heating chamber, and wherein
at least one of the first outlet end and the second outlet end
being attached to an end of a pipe.

The portable heating device or apparatus can include a first
shut-oil valve for opening and closing the first outlet end of
the mamfold, a first handle for operating the first shut-off
valve, a second shut-oif valve for opening and closing the
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4

second outlet end of the manifold, and a second handle for
operating the second shut-off valve.

The portable heating device or apparatus can 1nclude heat
dissipating legs attached to at least one of the heating chamber
and the manifold, for dissipating external heat therefrom.

The portable heating device or apparatus can include quick
disconnect {fittings attached to the inlet end of the heating
chamber, and attached to at least one of the first inlet end and
the second inlet end of the manifold, and attached to at least
one of the first outlet end and the second outlet end of the
mamnifold. Each quick disconnect fitting can have opposing
clamp edges and protruding portions between the clamp
edges, wherein each quick disconnect fitting lockably
attaches to another quick disconnect fitting by rotating the
clamp edges of each fitting about the protruding portions of
cach fitting.

The portable heating device or apparatus can include a
mechanically actuated air regulator having an air inlet end
and an air outlet end, the outlet end being attached to the mnlet
end to the heating chamber, the air regulator for regulating air
pressure between zero up to 200 CFM and between zero and
200 PSI.

The portable heating device or apparatus can include a
mechanically actuated air regulator having an air inlet end
and an air outlet end, the outlet end being attached to one of
the first inlet end and the second inlet end of the manifold, the
air regulator for regulating air pressure between zero up to
200 CFM and between zero and 200 PSI.

The portable heating device or apparatus can include a
mechanically actuated air regulator having an air inlet end
and an air outlet end, the outlet end being attached to one of
the first outlet end and the second outlet end of the manitold,
the air regulator for regulating air pressure between zero up to
200 CFM and between zero and 200 PSI.

A method of using a portable heating unmit can include the
steps of providing a heating chamber with a heating element
having an inlet end for directing air into the chamber and an
outlet end, providing a manifold having a first inlet end a
second inlet end, and a first outlet end and a second outlet end,
attaching at least one of the first inlet end and the second inlet
end to the outlet end of the heating chamber, attaching at least
one of the first outlet end and the second outlet end of the
mamnifold to an inlet of a piping system, generating heated air
from the outlet end of the heating chamber, drawing the
heated air through the one of the first inlet end and the second
inlet end of the manifold and passing the heated air from one
ol the first outlet end and the second outlet end of the manifold
into the inlet of the piping system.

The method can include dissipating external heat from the
heating chamber and from the manifold.

The method can include regulating air pressure into the
inlet end to the heating chamber between zero up to 200 CFM
and between zero and 200 PSI.

The method can include regulating air pressure into at least
one of the first ilet end and the second inlet end of the
mamnifold between zero up to 200 CFM and between zero and
200 PSI.

The method can 1nclude regulating air pressure 1nto one of
the first outlet end and the second outlet end of the manifold
between zero up to 200 CFM and between zero and 200 PSI.

The method can include generating compressed air from a
compressor 1nto at least one of the first mlet end and the
second inlet end of the manifold, and forming a vacuum with
a blower to pull air from at least one of the first outlet end and
the second outlet end of the manifold.

The method can include dispensing a liquid coating into an
inlet of the piping system and generating a sand emission into
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another ilet of the piping system. The Air Distribution Mani-
fold in combination with air regulator assembly or shut off

valves can be used to regulate air during the sanding stage and
during the coating stage.

A portable heater unit for a piping system can include a
heating chamber with a heating element having an inlet end
for directing air into the chamber and an outlet end for emiut-
ting heated air therefrom, a manifold having a first inlet end a
second inlet end for drawing air therethrough, the manifold
having a first outlet end and a second outlet end for passing air
therefrom, at least one of the first inlet end and the second
inlet end being attached to the outlet end of the heating cham-
ber, and wherein at least one of the first outlet end and the
second outlet end being attached to an end of a pipe, a heater
control valve for operating the heating element 1n the heating
chamber, a first shut-oif valve for opening and closing the first
outlet end of the manifold, a first handle for operating the first
shut-oil valve, a second shut-oil valve for opeming and clos-
ing the second outlet end of the manifold, a second handle for
operating the second shut-off valve, heater heat dissipating
legs attached directly to the heater for dissipating heat from
the heater chamber, manifold heat dissipating legs attached
directly to the manifold for dissipating heat from the mani-
fold, and quick disconnect fittings attached to the inlet end of
the heating chamber, and attached to at least one of the first
inlet end and the second inlet end of the manifold, and
attached to at least one of the first outlet end and the second
outlet end of the manifold, each quick disconnect fitting hav-
ing opposing clamp edges and protruding portions between
the clamp edges, wherein each quick disconnect fitting lock-
ably attaches to another quick disconnect fitting by rotating
the clamp edges of each fitting about the protruding portions
of each fitting.

The novel invention has applicability 1n the heating of the
interior surfaces of metal and nonmetal pipes. In a process of
drying, cleaning, and application and drying of an internal
barrier coating of a pipe, heat can be used to accelerate the
various processes used in preparing the inside of pipes for
receipt of an internal barrier coating. Heat can also be used to
accelerate the curing process of the barrier coating applied to
the 1nside of the pipe.

Further objects and advantages of this mnvention will be
apparent from the following detailed description of the pres-
ently preferred embodiments which are illustrated schemati-
cally 1n the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 1s a top front perspective view of a heating and air
distribution module apparatus for use in the invention.

FIG. 2 15 a top rear perspective view of the apparatus of
FIG. 1.

FI1G. 3 1s a top view of the apparatus of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 1s a bottom view of the apparatus of FIG. 1.

FIG. § 1s a night side end view of the apparatus of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 1s a left side end view of the apparatus of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 1s a top rear perspective exploded view of the appa-
ratus of FIGS. 1-2 with optional air regulator assembly and
quick disconnect plug positioned for assembly.

FIG. 8 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus of
FIG. 2 showing basic configuration, with inlet and outlet air
flows are 1dentified as compressed air 1n and heated air out.

FI1G. 9 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus of
FIGS. 2 and 7 showing basic configuration with the air regu-
lator installed to main air inlet and quick disconnect plug
installed to alternate air inlet. Inlet and outlet air flows are
identified as compressed air in and heated air out.
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FIG. 10 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus of
FIG. 2 showing main air inlet plugged and alternate air inlet
being used, and optional air regulator assembly 1s shown
installed on the alternate air inlet. Inlet and outlet air flows are
identified as compressed air 1n and heated air out. Although
only one outlet 1s shown open, both can be used.

FIG. 11 1s another top rear perspective ol apparatus of
FIGS. 2 and 7 showing basic configuration with alternate air
inlet plugged and optional air regulator assembly 1nstalled to
air outlet. Inlet and outlet air flows are 1dentified as com-
pressed air in and heated air out.

FIG. 12 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus of
FIGS. 2 and 8 showing basic configuration with alternate air
inlet plugged. Air flows are defined as ambient air into the
main 1nlet with heated air out of the air outlet via a vacuum
being applied at the outlet.

FIG. 13 shows a configuration setup of the portable heater
invention used with a compressor at one end of a piping
system and a collector/blower at an opposite end.

FIG. 14 shows another configuration setup with a blower
pushing air through the portable heater invention into a piping
system.

FIG. 15 shows another configuration setup with a collector
sucking air at an opposite end of the piping system from the
portable heater invention.

FIG. 16 shows another configuration setup using the setup
of FI1G. 13 with a hand-held epoxy dispenser and mini sander.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Before explaining the disclosed embodiments of the
present mnvention in detail 1t 1s to be understood that the
invention 1s not limited 1n 1ts applications to the details of the
particular arrangements shown since the invention 1s capable
of other embodiments. Also, the terminology used herein 1s
for the purpose of description and not of limitation.

The subject invention can be used with the Barrier Coating,
Corrosion Control Methods and Systems for Interior Piping

Systems described and shown 1n parent patent applications
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/649,288 filed Aug. 27,

2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,160,574 and U.S. patent applica-

tion Ser. No. 11/246,825 filed Oct. 7, 2005, now U.S. Pat. No.

7,517,409, both to the same assignees as that of the subject

invention and both of which are incorporated by reference.
The subjectinvention also relates to U.S. patent application

Ser. No. 12/571,561 filed Oct. 1, 2009, now allowed, This

invention 1s a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. patent application

Ser. No. 12/378,670 filed Feb. 18, 2009, now U.S. Pat. No.

8,206,783, which 1s a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. patent

application Ser. No. 11/946,107 filed Nov. 28, 2007 and U.S.

patent application Ser. No. 11/649,64/ filed Jan. 4, 2007, now

U.S. Pat. No. 7,858,149, which 1s a Continuation-In-Part of

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/246,825 filed Oct. 7,

2005, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,517,409, which was a divisional

application of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/649,288

filed Aug. 23, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,160,574, which

claims the benefit of priority to U.S. Provisional Application

Ser. No. 60/406,602 filed Aug. 28, 2002, assigned to the same

assignee as the subject invention and which are all incorpo-

rated by reference.
The components 1n the figures will now be described.

10. Portable heating unit.—the base unit embodies the opera-
tional components, the unit 1s designed to operate with
using multi directional airtlow, that are connected from
outside side sources.
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20. Airtlow heater.—1s an electrically powered air heater
designed for high flow rates at low pressure drops. It incor-
porates an open coil spiral wound element which provides
quick heat up and cool down cycles with maximum heat
transter. Capable of handling airflows up to approximately
200 CFM and up to approximately 200 PSI. Maximum
outlet temperature 1s approximately 900° F. (approxi-
mately 482° C.). Maximum 1inlet temperature 1s approxi-
mately 250° F. (approximately 121° C.) Maximum wattage
approximately 6 kw

30. Controller.—contains, fuse, power switch (40) and rheo-
stat (50), indicator light (60) and power cord (70)

40. Power switch.

50. Rheostat.

60. Indicator light.

70. .

Power cord.
80. Air distribution manifold.—capable of handling at least

one inlet and at least one outlet, up to approximately 200
CFM and approximately 200 PSI

90. Air outlet.

100. Main air inlet.

110. Quick disconnect air {fitting having opposing clamp
edges and protruding portions therebetween.

120. Shutotf valve.

130A, 130B. Heat dissipating legs.

140. Alternate air 1nlet.

150. Shutoif handle in no flow position.

160. Shutoif handle 1 flow position.

170. Inlet/outlet quick disconnect plug prevents flow.

180. Air regulator assembly with quick disconnects.

185. Rotatable turn knob

190. Air regulator.—capable of handling up to approximately

200 CFM and approximately 200 PSI
195. Meter
200. Piping system inside of a building (commercial or resi-

dential)

300. Setup configuration with Compressor

400. Compressor

500. Mim Dust Collector/blower

600. Setup configuration with Blower and no compressor
700. Setup configuration with collector and no compressor
CA=Compressed Air

HA=Heated Air

VA=Vacuum

AB=Ambient

The mvention 1s an improved device for generating heated
air which 1s particularly, but not exclusively used for provid-
ing heat to air tlow for heating the interior of a pipe or pipes 1n
a piping system.

FIG. 1 1s a top front perspective view of a heating and air
distribution module apparatus 10 for use in the ivention.
FIG. 2 1s a top rear perspective view of the apparatus 10 of
FIG. 1. FIG. 3 1s atop view of the apparatus 10 of FI1G. 1. FIG.
4 1s a bottom view of the apparatus 10 of FIG. 1. FIG. 515 a
right side end view of the apparatus 10 of FIG. 1. FIG. 6 1s a
left side end view of the apparatus 10 of FIG. 1.

Referring to FIGS. 1-6, the portable heating unit 10 can
operate using multi directional airtlow, that are connected
from outside sources. The portable heating unit 10 can
include an airflow heater 20 with controller 30 and main air
inlet 100 with quick disconnect air fitting 110. The controller
30 can include a fuse, power switch 40 and rheostat 50,
indicator light 60 and power cord 70 to run the components
and the heater 20. Heat dissipating legs 130 can be attached to
the airflow heater 20 to dissipate heat therefrom.

On the opposite end of the airflow heater 20 can be an air
distribution manifold 80 that 1s capable of handling at least
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one inlet and at least one outlet, up to approximately 200
CFM and approximately 200 PSI. Another quick disconnect
air fitting 110 can extend from one side of the air distribution
manifold 80 by an alternate air inlet 140, and an air outlet 90
with shutoff valve 120 and another quick disconnect air fitting
110 with shutoif handle 150 can extend {from another side of
the air distribution manifold 80. Extending from an end of the
air distribution manifold 80 can be still another shutoff valve
120 with a quick disconnect air fitting 110 and shutoff handle
150. Another set of heat dissipating legs 130A and 130B can
also be attached to the air distribution manifold so as to assist
in dissipating heat therefrom.

The Distribution Manifold 80 in combination with air regu-
lator assembly 180 or shut off valves 120 can be used to
regulate air during the sanding stage and during the coating
stage, and during the drying stage.

The airflow heater 20 used 1n FIGS. 1-6 can be an electri-
cally powered air heater designed for high flow rates at low
pressure drops, and can include an open coil spiral wound
clement which provides quick heat up and cool down cycles
with maximum heat transfer.

The airflow heater 20 which can be capable of handling
airflows up to approximately 200 CFM and up to approxi-
mately 200 PSI. Maximum outlet temperature 1s approxi-
mately 900° F. (approximately 482° C.). Maximum 1nlet tem-
perature 1s approximately 250° F. (approximately 121° C.)
Maximum wattage approximately 6 kw.

FIG. 7 1s a top rear perspective exploded view of the appa-
ratus 10 of FIGS. 1-2 with optional air regulator assembly 180
and quick disconnect plug 170 positioned for assembly. FIG.
8 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus 10 of FI1G. 2
showing basic configuration, with inlet and outlet air flows
are 1dentified as compressed air in (CA) and heated air out
(HA). FIG. 9 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus
10 of FIGS. 2 and 7 showing basic configuration with the air
regulator 180 1nstalled to main air inlet and quick disconnect
plug 110 installed to alternate air inlet. The inlet and outlet air
flows are 1dentified as compressed air 1n (CA) and heated air
out (HA).

Reterring to FIGS. 7-9, the air regulator assembly 180 has
a rotatable control knob 185 that controls airflow through an
air regulator 190, which 1s capable of handling up to approxi-
mately 200 CFM (cubic feet per minute) and approximately
200 PSI (pounds per square inch) airtlow therethrough.

A meter 195 can be calibrated for CFM and PSI scales. On
both the inlet and outlet ends of the air regulator assembly can
be quick disconnect fitting(s) 110, the outlet end of which can
connect to like quick disconnect fitting 110 on the inlet end of
the portable heating unit 10. The mateable quick disconnect
fitting(s) 110 can mateably lock onto one another by rotating
one quick disconnect fitting relative to the other so that the
pair of clamp edges on each fitting lock about protruding
portions between each of the clamp edges.

Additionally, unused 1nlet and outlet ends of the air distri-
bution manifold 80 can be closed off with an inlet/outlet quick
disconnect plug 170. Each quick disconnect plug can have a
turnable handle end and an opposite end having a quick
disconnect air fitting 110, so that rotating the clamp edges of
the quick disconnect air fitting 110 about the quick disconnect
air fitting 110 off an alternative air inlet 140 can close oif and
plug that alternative air inlet 140.

FIG. 10 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus 10
of FI1G. 2 showing main air inlet 100 plugged and alternate air
inlet being used, and optional air regulator assembly 1s shown
installed on the alternate air inlet. Inlet and outlet air flows are
identified as compressed air in (CA) and heated air out (HA).
Although only one outlet 1s shown open, both can be used.
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Here, the main air inlet 100 1s closed off by a quick dis-
connect plug 170. The clamp edges on the quick connect air
fitting 110 locks to the protruding portions on the quick dis-
connect air fitting 110 on the main air inlet 100, and vice versa
where the clamp edges on the quick disconnect air fitting 110
on the main air mnlet 100 locks to the clamp edges on the quick
disconnect air fitting 110 on the plug 170. The air regulator
180 outlet end 1s attached to the alternative inlet end 140 on
the manifold 80 by mateably rotating like quick disconnect
fitting(s) 110 to one another.

FIG. 11 1s another top rear perspective of apparatus 10 of
FIGS. 2 and 7 showing basic configuration with alternate air
inlet 140 plugged and optional air regulator assembly 180
installed to air outlet of the manifold 80. Inlet and outlet air
flows are 1dentified as compressed air 1n (CA) and heated air
out (HA).

Here, the alternate air mnlet 100 1s closed off by a quick
disconnect plug 170. The clamp edges on the quick connect
air fitting 110 locks to the protruding portions on the quick
disconnect air fitting 110 on the alternate air inlet 100, and
vice versa where the clamp edges on the quick disconnect air
fitting 110 on the alternate air inlet 100 locks to the clamp
edges on the quick disconnect air fitting 110 on the plug 170.
The air regulator 180 1nlet end 1s attached to one of the outlet
ends on the manifold 80 by mateably rotating like quick
disconnect fitting(s) 110 to one another.

FIG. 12 1s another top rear perspective of the apparatus 10
of FIGS. 2 and 8 showing basic configuration with alternate
air mnlet 140 plugged. Air tlows are defined as ambient air
(AB) into the main inlet with heated air (VA) out of the air
outlet via a vacuum being applied at the outlet at the point
identified as VA.

FIG. 13 shows a configuration setup 300 of the portable
heater invention apparatus 10 used with a compressor 400 at
one end of a piping system 200 and a collector/blower 500 at
an opposite end of the piping system.

The compressor 400 can be attached to an compressed air
(CA) inlet end of the apparatus 10 shown 1n FIGS. 9-11, and
the mini-dust collector/blower 500 can be used on the outlet
end of the piping system 200. Although one outlet end on the
manifold 1s shown attached to the piping system, the outer
outlet end can be attached to other pipe(s) in the piping
system. Similarly, the mini-dust collector/blower 500 can be
attached to more than one outlet end of the piping system.

The compressor 400 can be a compressor that can provide
compressed air up to approximately 200 CFM and up to
approximately 200 PSI, and can include compressor compo-
nents such as those described 1n the parent inventions to the
subject mvention, such as U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/246,825 filed Oct. 7, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,517,409,
which was a divisional application of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 10/649,288 filed Aug. 23, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No.
7,160,574, which are both incorporated by reference. The air
compressors 100 can provide filtered compressed air.

The filtered compressed air employed 1n various quantities
can be used, to dry the interior of the piping system, by itself.
Alternatively, the compressor can be used to move air as a
propellant to drive abrasive material used in cleaning of the
piping system. Additionally, the compressor can be used as
the propellant 1n the application of the epoxy barrier coating
and the drying of the epoxy barrier coating once 1t has been
applied. The compressors also provide compressed air used to
propel ancillary air driven equipment.

The collector/blower 300 can be a vacuum generating,
mini-dust collector/blower, such as the air filter Manufac-
tured By: Media Blast & Abrasives, Inc. 591 W. Apollo Street,

Brea, Calif. 92821, and vacuum generating collector/blower
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shown and described in reference to components such as
those described 1n the parent inventions to the subject inven-
tion, such as U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/246,825 filed
Oct. 7, 2005, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,517,409, which was a
divisional application of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
10/649,288 filed Aug. 23, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,160,574,
which are both incorporated by reference.

During a pipe profiling stage, mini1 dust collector/blower
500 can be the final stage of the air filtration process. The dust
collector/blower 500 can filter the passing air of fine dust and
debris from the piping system 200 after the contaminated air
first passes. During the epoxy coating drying stage the dust
collector/blower 500 can be used to draw air through the
piping system 200, keeping a flow of air running over the
epoxy and enhancing 1ts drying characteristics. The dust col-
lector/blower 500 creates a vacuum 1n the piping system 200
which 1s used as method of checking for airtlow 1n the piping
system. The dust collector/blower 500 can be capable of
filtering air in volumes up to approximately 200 CFM.

There are many novel parts and benefits to the dust collec-
tor/blower 500. The air filter has portability and is easy to
move and maneuver 1n tight working environments.

The collector/blower 500 can be used on common house-
hold electrical currents while still being able to maintain its
capacity to filter up to approximately 200 CFM of air. The
dust collector/blower 50 can keep a flow of air running over
the epoxy and enhancing its drying and curing characteristics.
The dust collector/blower 500 creates a vacuum 1n the piping
system, which 1s used as method of checking for airtflow 1in the
piping system.

FIG. 14 shows another configuration setup 600 with a dust
collector/blower 500 being used for pushing air through the
portable heater invention apparatus 10 into an inlet end of the
piping system 200. Here, no compressor 400 1s needed. Addi-
tionally, the filter part of the collector/blower 500 1s not
needed as well. The dust collector/blower 300 can be attached
to an compressed air (CA) inlet end of apparatus 10 shown in
FIGS. 9-11. The outlet end of the manifold 80 of the invention
apparatus 10 can also have multiple lines attached to inlets of
the piping system 200.

FIG. 15 shows another configuration setup 700 with a
collector 500 forming a vacuum for sucking air at an opposite
end of the piping system 200 from the portable heater mnven-
tion apparatus 10. Here, no compressor 400 1s needed, and the
apparatus configuration 10 of FIG. 12 can be used. Similarly,
the outlet end of the manifold 80 of the invention apparatus 10
can also have multiple lines attached to inlets of the piping
system 200. Additionally, the collector/blower 500 can be
attached to other outlets of the piping system 200.

FIG. 16 shows another configuration setup 800 using the
setup of FIG. 13 with a hand-held epoxy dispenser 900 and
min1 sander 1000. An example of a handheld dispenser 900

can 1nclude but 1s not limited to hand held dispensers avail-
able from: COX North America, Inc. 8181 Coleman Road,

Haslett, Mich. 48840 USA. An example of amini sander 1000
can include but 1s not limited to a min1 sander manufactured
by Media Blast and Abrasives, Inc. 591 W. Apollo St., Brea,
Calif. 92821.

The novel portable heating unit 10 was invented partially 1n
view ol the 2008 fuel prices hitting record highs, 1n order to:
1) reduce our dependency on running the compressor which 1s

reliant on expensive fuels
2) how to speed up the drying process and
3) use a common on site power source: household electricity

1.e. will work on a North American 110-120V, 60 Hz, 15

amp service and has been adapted to European circuit

220-240V, 50 Hz 15 amp service
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4) create more heat as unit 1s situated close proximity to the
piping section

5) give the operator greater flexibility on the control of heat
using a combination the following varnables:

a) adjustable heat source, 1.e.: rheostat, (50)

b) control of air pressure, with regulator (180 and 190)

¢) control of air flow, with use of valves (120)

d) location of heating devise. We can place the novel appa-
ratus setup at or very near the pipe end and often right in
the room

1) controlling air flow on multiple outlets (90 and 140) or
combinations of above on multiple outlets using a com-

bination of air flow via valves, regulating temperature

for each connection 1.e. pipe section via use of regulator
for control of air pressure, airflow control via valves and
umt heat source control via rheostat.

In testing, the portable heating unit 1s able to continue

drying the pipe or epoxy and move the compressor oif to
another section or job while the drying continued using
novel apparatus with a non compressor dependant vacuum
or blower. The ivention 1s able to achieve, greater heat,
and greater flexibility of use which significantly reduced
drying and cure time, reduced dependence on the use of the
compressor, complete work on multiple sections at a single
time.

7) The novel portable heating unit can be used with blower air
or pulling air 1.e.: with a vacuum or both (another distinc-
tive feature)

The mvention has novel results in the areas of heat
improvement, etlects on barrier coating cure rates, and opera-
tor tlexibility.

Examples of Heat Improvement
Table 1 shows various examples of heat improvement

using the novel portable heating unit 10.

0)

TABL.

L1

1

Electrical mput 1500 Watts, Temp increase shown is increase over
incoming air temperature

CFM

10 20 60 80 100 115

450 225 75 56 45 39

Temp Increase © L.

Note:

owing to safety and general application factors 1t 1s not likely to apply temperatures of over
approximately 160° F. Typically with the novel portable heater we can set up to achieve an
operating temperature of up to approximately 160° L.

A problem with using the type of heat source at the com-
pressor 1s the so-called standard heater 1s based on moving,
higher volumes of CFM through the heater 1n the compressor.
As referred above, a compressor 1s often used to also blow an
epoxy through a piping system 1n order to coat the 1nsides of
the pipes. Once the epoxy 1s placed nside the pipe it 1s not
ideal to run high volumes of air through the pipes, since this
can result 1n overblowing the epoxy making it thin out. The
volume of moving air in conventional heaters running on
compressors 1s required to keep up the heat. The novel por-
table heater 1s able to achieve higher temperatures using lower
CFM which permits less or no use of the compressor and
gives the operator faster cure times by achieving higher air
temperatures and better control over maintaining the epoxy at
its desired thickness inside the pipe. Table 1 shows these
novel results.

Effect on Barrier Coating Cure Rates

The 1mvention has had a positive effect on barrier coating

cure rates. The invention has been able to reduce a 24 hour
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rated barrier coating when rated to cure at room temp 1.¢.
approximately 75° F. (approximately 25° C.) to less than 2
hours with the novel portable heater on single or multiple
piping sections. Application of heat to coatings 1s not new or
novel by any means. Table 2 shows the effects that have been
achieved using the novel portable heater.

TABLE 2
CEFM
10 20 60 80 100 115
Temp Increase ° L. 450 225 73 56 45 39
Curing Time (approx) <10min <lOmin 1hr 3 hrs 3.5hrs 4 hrs

Operator Flexibility

The mvention allows for controlling air flow on multiple
outlets or combinations of above on multiple outlets using a
combination of air tlow via valves, regulating temperature for
cach connection 1.¢. pipe section via use of regulator for
control of air pressure, airtlow control via valves and unit heat
source control via rheostat. The operator can place the novel
portable heater unit 1n a room, on a tloor for example and the
heat of the unit 1s dissipated through the specially designed
heat dissipater legs 130A, 130B which allow the heat to
dissipate to safe levels at the base of the legs 130A, 130B.

Heat Dissipating Legs 130A, 130B include legs 130A
located under the Controller 30 and legs 130B are the legs
located under the Air Distribution Manifold 80. Table 3 shows
the temperatures of the heat dissipating legs 130A, 1308 with
the outlet air temperatures from the Manifold 80.

TABLE 3

Manifold 80 Outlet Air Temp degrees F.

109 114 127 140 154 167
Temp Leg 130A degrees T. 78 78 80 80 80 80
Temp Leg 130B degrees F. 89 91 110 114 120 121

In a preferred embodiment Leg 130A can be stainless steel,
and has been built with a thickness of approximately 0.058"
(expressed in 10007 of an inch) Leg 103B can be powder
coated black steel thickness of approximately 0.130" Air
Distribution Manifold 80 can be powder coated black steel,
having a thickness of approximately 0.203" and a diameter of
approximately 2.5".

Ideal Piping Sizes Using the Described Invention and Other
Data

Given the wattages and air flow described the mvention
described 1s 1deally suited for pipes up to approximately 2" 1n
diameter. The invention can be used with pipes that can be
metallic or non metallic. Pipes may be used to carry water,
natural gas, other fluids such as water used 1in heating systems,
pipes may be pressurized or non pressurized types. Multiple
pipe sections of various sizes may be heated at the same time
using the invention. The invention relies on outside sources of
air movement that 1s outside the device. There 1s no blower or
vacuum contained within the unit. Adjustment to the wattage
and size of the heating unit would allow an operator to heat
larger diameter pipes 1.€.: larger than approximately 2".

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has
described the quick disconnect air fittings having opposing
clamp edges and protruding portions, types of other fittings
that can be used are called “lug” type fittings, which can have
2 or more lugs that mate by interlocking. Such fittings have
also been referenced under names that include Air King,
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Crows foot, Universal and Chicago fittings. Additionally,
other types of quick disconnect fittings can be used such as
Cam Locks, where a male or female coupler 1s joined to a
male or female adapter, they are held together with a locking
device on the coupler that fits into the adapter. Other discon-
nects may work with this invention.

While the 1invention has been described, disclosed, 1llus-
trated and shown 1n various terms of certain embodiments or
modifications which 1t has presumed 1n practice, the scope of
the invention 1s not intended to be, nor should it be deemed to
be, limited thereby and such other modifications or embodi-
ments as may be suggested by the teachings herein are par-
ticularly reserved especially as they fall within the breadth
and scope of the claims here appended.

I claim:

1. A portable heating apparatus, comprising;:

a portable heating chamber with a heating element having
a single inlet end for directing air into the chamber and a
single outlet end for emitting heated air therefrom, the
chamber providing one path of air flow between the
single mnlet end and the single outlet end; and

a manifold having a first inlet end a second inlet end for
drawing air therethrough, the manifold having a first
outlet end and a second outlet end for passing air there-
from, at least one of the first inlet end and the second
inlet end being attached to the outlet end of the heating
chamber.

2. The portable heating apparatus of claim 1, further com-

prising an airflow control that includes:

a first shut-oil valve for opening and closing the first outlet
end of the manifold;

a first handle for operating the first shut-off valve;

a second shut-oil valve for opening and closing the second
outlet end of the manitfold; and

a second handle for operating the second shut-off valve.

3. The portable heating apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

heat dissipating legs include:

heater heat dissipating legs attached directly to the heater
for dissipating heat from the heater chamber; and

manifold heat dissipating legs attached directly to the
manifold for dissipating heat from the manifold.

4. The portable heating apparatus of claim 1, further com-

prising:

quick disconnect fittings attached to the inlet end of the
heating chamber, and attached to at least one of the first
inlet end and the second inlet end of the manitfold, and
attached to at least one of the first outlet end and the
second outlet end of the manifold, each quick disconnect
fitting having opposing clamp edges and protruding por-
tions between the clamp edges, wherein each quick dis-
connect fitting lockably attaches to another quick dis-
connect fitting by rotating the clamp edges of each fitting
about the protruding portions of each fitting.

5. The portable heating apparatus of claim 1, further com-

prising;:

operator controls selected from: an adjustable heater con-
trol for operating and controlling temperature of the
heating element 1n the heating chamber, an adjustable air
pressure control for controlling air pressure through the
manifold, and an adjustable air flow control for control-
ling air flow through the manifold.

6. The portable heating apparatus of claim 5, wherein the

adjustable air pressure control includes:

a mechanically actuated air regulator having an air inlet
end and an air outlet end, the outlet end being attached to
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the inlet end to the heating chamber, the air regulator for
regulating air pressure between zero up to 200 CFM and
between zero and 200 PSI.

7. The portable heating apparatus of claim 5, wherein the
adjustable air pressure control includes:

a mechanically actuated air regulator having an air inlet
end and an air outlet end, the outlet end being attached to
one of the first inlet end and the second inlet end of the

manifold, the air regulator for regulating air pressure

between zero up to 200 CFM and between zero and 200
PSI.

8. The portable heating apparatus of claim 5, wherein the
adjustable air pressure control includes:

a mechamically actuated air regulator having an air inlet
end and an air outlet end, the outlet end being attached to
one of the first outlet end and the second outlet end of the
manifold, the air regulator for regulating air pressure

between zero up to 200 CFM and between zero and 200
PSI.

9. A method of using a portable heating unit with a piping
system, comprising the steps of:

providing a portable heating chamber with a heating ele-
ment having a single mlet end for directing air into the
chamber and a single outlet end;

providing one path of air flow between the single inlet end
and the single outlet end of the chamber;

providing a manifold having a first inlet end a second 1nlet
end, and a first outlet end and a second outlet end;

attaching at least one of the first inlet end and the second
inlet end to the outlet end of the heating chamber;

attaching at least one of the first outlet end and the second
outlet end of the manifold to a piping system:;

generating heated air from the outlet end of the heating
chamber:

passing the heated air from one of the first outlet end and
the second outlet end of the manifold into the piping
system; and

heating interior surtaces of the piping system.
10. The method of claim 9, turther comprising:

providing adjustable controlling operating parameters for
the portable heating apparatus selected from: controlling
and adjusting temperature of the heated air with an
adjustable temperature control, controlling and adjust-
ing air pressure through the manifold with an adjustable
air pressure control, and controlling and adjusting air
flow through the manifold with an adjustable air tlow
control.

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of:

dissipating external heat from the heating chamber and
from the manifold.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of providing
adjustable controlling operating parameters includes the step

of:

regulating air pressure into the inlet end to the heating

chamber between zero up to 200 CFM and between zero
and 200 PSI.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of providing
adjustable controlling operating parameters includes the step

of:

regulating air pressure into at least one of the first inlet end
and the second inlet end of the manifold between zero up

to 200 CFM and between zero and 200 PSI.
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14. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of providing

adjustable controlling operating parameters includes the step
of:

regulating air pressure into one of the first outlet end and
the second outlet end of the manifold between zero up to
200 CFM and between zero and 200 PSI.

15. The method of claim 9, turther comprising the steps of:

generating compressed air from a compressor nto at least
one of the first ilet end and the second inlet end of the
manifold; and

forming a vacuum with a blower to pull air from at least one
of the first outlet end and the second outlet end of the
manifold.

16. A portable heater unit, comprising:

a portable heating chamber with a heating element having
one inlet end for directing air into the chamber and one
outlet end for emitting heated air therefrom, the chamber
for providing one path of air flow between the single
inlet end and the single outlet end;

a manifold having a first inlet end a second inlet end for
drawing air therethrough, the manifold having a first
outlet end and a second outlet end for passing air there-
from, at least one of the first inlet end and the second
inlet end being attached to the outlet end of the heating
chamber:; and

quick disconnect fittings attached to the inlet end of the
heating chamber, and attached to at least one of the first
inlet end and the second inlet end of the manifold, and
attached to at least one of the first outlet end and the
second outlet end of the manifold.
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17. The portable heating unit of claim 16, further compris-
ng:

operator controls that are selected from at least one of: an
adjustable heater control for operating and controlling
temperature of the heating element 1n the heating cham-
ber, an adjustable air pressure control for controlling air
pressure through the manifold, and an adjustable air flow
control for controlling air flow through the manifold,

the adjustable heater control including a heater control
valve for operating and controlling temperature of the
heating element 1n the heating chamber, the adjustable
air pressure control including an air pressure regulator
for regulating air pressure, the adjustable air flow control

including a first shut-oif valve for opening and closing
the first outlet end of the manifold, a first handle for
operating the first shut-oif valve, a second shut-oif valve
for opening and closing the second outlet end of the
manifold, a second handle for operating the second shut-
off valve.

18. The portable heating unit of claim 17, further compris-
ing: heat dissipators attached to the heater for dissipating heat
from the heater chamber and from the manifold.

19. The portable heating unit of claim 16, wherein each
quick disconnect fitting having opposing clamp edges and
protruding portions between the clamp edges, wherein each
quick disconnect fitting lockably attaches to another quick
disconnect fitting by rotating the clamp edges of each fitting
about the protruding portions of each fitting.
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