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SYSTEM FOR ENABLING INTERACTIVE
SOCIALIZATION OF USERS AT A LOCATION
OR GEOGRAPHIC RADIUS THEREOFK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to social networking systems;
and, more particularly, to a peer-to-peer system for facilitat-
ing interactive socialization of users at a location or geo-
graphic radius or locus.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Millions of dollars in revenue are generated annually from
online dating and social networking sites. Interest 1n online
dating has soared over the years, and will continue to soar 1n
years to come. Most recently, 1t has become commonplace for
online dating websites to provide webcam chats between
members. In addition, as the online dating population
becomes larger, sites with specific demographics are becom-
ing more popular as a way to narrow the pool of potential
matches.

Online dating or Internet dating systems have been pro-
vided that allow individuals, couples and groups to make
contact and communicate with each other over the Internet,
usually with the objective of developing a personal or roman-
tic relationship. Online dating services usually provide
unmoderated matchmaking over the Internet, through the use
of personal computers or cell phones.

The services generally require a prospective member to
provide personal information before they can search the ser-
vice provider’s database for other individuals using critena
they set, such as age range, gender and location. Frequently
sites allow members to upload photos and browse the photos
of others. Additional services may also be ofifered; such as
webcasts, online chat, telephone chat (VOIP), and message
boards. Some sites provide free registration, but may offer
services which require a monthly fee, while other sites rely on
advertising for revenue. Many sites are broad-based, with
members coming from a variety of backgrounds looking for
different types of relationships. Other sites are more specific,
based on the type of members, 1nterests, location, or relation-
ship desired.

Contact with members of online dating services, or social
network services, 1s generally achieved through digital con-
tact or telephone communication until a face-to-face meeting
can be arranged. Smart phone and phone applications have
implemented online dating services. Generally, the phone
application notifies a member of other members who are 1n a
local area. Various management servers and methods have
been provided for yielding cloud computing services and
systems and methods using presence in a data network for
communication, and other server infrastructures. Addition-
ally, various systems and methods for online, Smartphone
application dating services have been provided.

Existing peer-to-peer social networking or dating applica-
tions generate notification of local matches where a member
1s located in the given vicinity—such as in the same store,
park or other public location. However, this technique does
not always provide a desirable effect. In many cases, the
notification 1s generated without computing compatibility
factors or match factors and there 1s a lack of confidence that
the recommendation will be a good {it or match. As a result,
unwanted solicitations may occur or otherwise unwanted,
incompatible meetings may ensue, resulting in uncomiort-
able social circumstances.

Accordingly, a troublesome problem with existing peer-to-
peer and/or date-meeting applications and systems 1s the pro-
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pensity for incompatible members to be prompted for con-
tacting or networking with one another. In such cases, the

value of the prompt or notification of a local member 1s low
and ineflective. The present invention overcomes the prob-
lems presented when peer-to-peer networking and dating 1s
carried out with disregard for real-time compatibility recom-
mendations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention provides a peer-to-peer system for
enabling interactive socialization of users at a location or
geographic radius or locus. The system, method and device
broadly provides a computer networking/cloud service that
extends IT existing capabilities, 1n real time, over the Internet
or a networking system, to users (subscription-based or pay-
per-use service). Members are notified of a compatibility
match at a given location or local radius via GPS latitude and
longitude positioning, thereby enabling them to connect at a
given location.

Also provided by the present invention i1s a system for
enabling interactive socialization of users at a venue. The
system 1s embodied by an application for a mobile device/a
wireless interactive device capable of (1) recerving and trans-
mitting messages, (11) accepting input via a user interface, and
(111) displaying messages on an electronic display; and turther
comprises registration means for registering a user or activat-
ing said system on said wireless interactive device.

In particular, the subject system or application may be used
in connection with a dating application for meeting others, or
as a networking/socializing application for people or users
with similar interests. The system has a location determina-
tion means comprising a global positioning system that iden-
tifies the longitude and latitude of other users. The system
turther includes on location update means for publishing the
availability of the service at a given venue or vicinity thereof
It 1s contemplated that the venue include the local vicinity of
a given mile radius, depending on the type of venue. For
example, where the venue 1s a shopping mall or sporting
event, the venue vicinity may include the parking lot of the
mall or event. During sporting events or concert events/or
other entertainment events, the venue preferably includes the
arena, while the vicinity includes the parking lot—so that
tailgaters at the sporting event/concert event can meet through
the application. The radius/vicinity can include a given radius
such as, for example, one—three city blocks from one
another, or the like. The user location means 1s carried out by
the system for checking for other active sessions within the
venue or vicinity. The system further includes data means for
running a list of active sessions against a user compatibility
engine. The system 1s appointed for the transmission of a
notification to each user 1ssuing a compatibility match listing
compatible users at the venue. Intercommunication means 1s
provided through the system/application wherein the user
receives the compatibility match notification and can (1)
respond with a message, (11) block or (111) ignore the message,
based on the compatible of the user/users located at the venue.

In another embodiment, the system for enabling interactive
socialization of users at a location or geographic radius or
locus comprises a network/cloud service, registration means
for registering a user, location determination means compris-
ing global positioning system providing a local latitude and
longitude location and on-location update means for publish-
ing the availability of the service. The system also 1ncludes
user location means carried out by the service for checking for
other active sessions within a geographic region based on the
location. Data means 1s also provided for running a list of
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active sessions against a user compatibility engine. Transmis-
s10n of a notification 1s provided to each user upon creation of
a compatibility match; the notification lists compatible users
in the location. The system further includes intercommunica-
tion means whereby the user receives the compatibility match
notification and can respond with a message, block or 1gnore
based on the compatible user/users present at the location.

An electronic processing method for using the above sys-
tem 1s also provided for generating a compatibility match
notification of users at a location or geographic radius or
locus. The electronic processing method comprises a process-
ing system containing one or more processors configured to
receiving applicable data, including registration data for a
users, location data comprising global positioning system
data providing local latitude and longitude locations, user
compatibility data, on-location update capability for publish-
ing availability of the system, and user location capability for
checking for other users within the geographical radius or
locus. The method further includes producing a compatibility
recommendation from the user compatibility data and the
location data, and transmitting a notification to each user
1ssuing a compatibility match at the location.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The 1nvention will be more fully understood and further
advantages will become apparent when reference 1s had to the
tollowing detailed description of the preferred embodiments
of the mvention and the accompanying drawings, 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s an illustration of a basic schematic view of the
platform that may be utilized by the system; and

FI1G. 2 1s a block diagram generally illustrating the method
and system applied on a platform.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

This mmvention 1s directed to a peer-to-peer system for
enabling interactive socialization of users at a location or
geographic radius or locus. The system, method and device
broadly comprises a computer networking/cloud service that
extends IT existing capabilities, 1n real time, over the Internet
or a networking system, to users (subscription-based or pay-
per-use service). The users are allowed to connect at a given
location based on GPS latitude and longitude positions. The
system broadly comprises: (1) a network/cloud service; (i1)
registration means for registering a user; (111) location deter-
mination means comprising global positioning system pro-
viding a local latitude and longitude location; (1v) on-location
update means for publishing the availability of the service; (v)
user location means carried out by the service for checking for
other active sessions within a geographic region based on the
location; (v1) data means for running a list of active sessions
against a user compatibility engine; (vi1) transmission of a
notification to each user 1ssuing a compatibility match listing
compatible users in the location; (vi11) intercommunication
means wherein the user receirves the compatibility match
noftification and can respond with a message, block or 1gnore
based on the compatible user/users located in the location.

The present invention provides a peer-to-peer system for
enabling interactive socialization of users at a location or
geographic radius or locus. The system, method and device
broadly provides a computer networking/cloud service that
extends IT existing capabilities, 1n real time over the Internet
or a networking system, to users (subscription-based or pay-
per-use service) that notifies members of a compatibility
match at a given location or local radius via GPS latitude and
longitude positioning to connect at a given location.
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The system 1s provided as an application for a mobile
device/a wireless interactive device capable of (1) receiving
and transmitting messages, (11) accepting input via a user
interface, and (111) displaying messages on an electronic dis-
play; and comprises a registration means for registering a user
or activating said system on said wireless interactive device.

Particularly, the subject system or application may be used
for a dating application for meeting others, or as a network-
ing/socializing application for people or users with similar
interests. The subject system includes location determination
means comprising a global positioning system that identifies
the longitude and latitude of other users. The system further
includes on-location update means for publishing the avail-
ability of the service at a given venue or vicinity thereof.

It 1s contemplated that the venue include the local vicinity
ol a given mile radius, depending on the type of venue. For
example, 1n cases where the venue 1s a shopping mall or
sporting event, the venue vicinity may include the venue’s
penumbra, such as a parking lot of the mall or event. During
sporting events or concert events/or other entertainment
events, the venue preferably includes the arena, while the
vicinity includes the parking lot—so that tailgaters at the
sporting event/concert event can meet through the applica-
tion. The radius/vicinity can include a given radius such as,
for example, 1 to 3 city blocks from one another or the like.
The user location means 1s carried out by the system, which
checks for other active sessions within the venue or vicinity.
The system further includes data means for running a list of
active sessions against a user compatibility engine. The sys-
tem 1s appointed to transmit a notification to each user upon
creation ol a compatibility match; the notification lists com-
patible users at the venue. Intercommunication means 1s pro-
vided through the system/application, so that a user that
receives the compatibility match notification can respond
with a message, block or 1ignore with respect to the compat-
ible user/users located at the venue.

In another embodiment, the system for enabling interactive
socialization of users at a location or geographic radius or
locus comprises (1) a network/cloud service, (11) registration
means for registering a user, (1) location determination
means comprising a global positioning system that provides a
local latitude and longitude location, and (1v) on-location
update means for publishing the availability of the service.
The system also includes user location means carried out by
the service for checking for other active sessions within a
geographic region based on the location. Data means 1s also
provided for running a list of active sessions against a user
compatibility engine. Transmission of a notification 1s pro-
vided to each user 1ssuing a compatibility match listing com-
patible users 1n the location. The system further includes
intercommunication means wherein the user receives the
compatibility match notification and can respond with a mes-
sage, block or 1gnore based on the compatible user/users
present at the location.

An electronic processing method for using the above sys-
tem 1s also provided for generating a compatibility match
notification of users at a location or geographic radius or
locus. Generally stated, the system comprises a processing
system containing one or more processors configured to
receive applicable data, including registration data for a users,
location data comprising global positioning system data pro-
viding local latitude and longitude locations, user compatibil-
ity data, on-location update capability for publishing avail-
ability of the system, and user location capability for
checking for other users within the geographical radius or
locus. The method further includes producing a compatibility
recommendation from the user compatibility data and the
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location data and transmitting a notification to each user
1ssuing a compatibility match at the location.

In another embodiment, the wireless interactive device
includes a recerving device that receives said location of
active users at a central processing station or distributed pro-
cessing stations; a storage device that stores recerved said
locations; a central processor adapted to process said loca-
tions and compare local said users compatibility data for
determining said compatibility match listing; and transmis-
s1ion means for transmitting said compatibility match listing
and location to said users within said location. Preferably, the
device 1s appointed to be a cellular phone, smart phone,
laptop, or smart phone or Smart pad.

The venue/location 1s preferably a public venue such as a
shopping mall, grocery store, sport stadium, restaurant, bar or
nightclub. The location or other niche locations are also pro-
vided, including churches, religious locations, tourist loca-
tions, sport locations, and/or professional meeting locations.
The venue includes a local radius vicinity or penumbra of the
venue. The vicinity may include a mile radius around an
event/venue, and may include a parking lot around a venue, or
the like. The system may further be integrated within the
venue location network wherein a user can respond to a local
compatibility match user by initiating a message through the
venue 1tself. For example, where the venue 1s a bar or restau-
rant, the user can send a message to the venue location net-
work to buy a drink or have a drink/message/delivered over to
the compatible local user by way of a waiter/waitress at the
venue. The system may further include mapping means/guid-
ance technology of the type provided through known map-
ping systems (1.e. such as Google Maps®) so that the appli-
cation of the system maps out each compatible user’s location
and guides each of the user’s to one another.

Activation of the system/application on the wireless device
may be automatic based on the venue and/or location of the
user. For example, i the venue 1s a bar/restaurant, when a user
walks through the door, the application 1n the wireless device
can automatically become activated/or a prompt for activa-
tion may be transmitted to the wireless device or phone. In
this manner, the user can then automatically be notified when
other compatible users are local. Alternatively, rather than
automatic activation, the user must 1initialize the system for
activating the system on the wireless interactive device.

The user compatibility engine preferably includes compat-
ibility data comprising sex, age, age range, interests, proies-
sional 1nterests, hobbies, relationship status, physical
attributes, physical activity level and/or sport team 1nterests.
Preferably, the compatibility match listing that 1s 1ssued to
cach of said users 1n said location includes a compatibility
rating score. If said compatibility rating score 1s less than a
given score said users are not notified of each other’s loca-
tions. Preferably, where the users have a significant number of
matching criteria and/or hobbies or 1nterests, or personality
traits, the compatibility rating score may be provided as a
numerical rating ranging between 85%-100%. Where the
compatibility rating 1s somewhat less of a match, but includes
some matching criteria, the numerical rating may be provided
as a numerical rating ranging between 70%-84%. Less com-
patibility may be provided as a numerical rating ranging on a
sliding scale of 55%-69%; 40-54%; 25%-39%; and 1%-25%.
Theusers can then decide 1f they would like to reach out to the
other use. If one of the users blocks or declines the notification
request, the other user will not be directed to the direct posi-
tion and location of the user. Only 1f both users accept the
notification will each user be notified as to the exact location
and profile/information attending to the other user, respec-
tively. Optionally, a user may elect to only be notified of
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matches within or above a given range or compatibility match
rating. For example, a user may specily that he/she only wants
notifications relating to another user who 1s rated as an 85%-
1009% match.

FIG. 1 1llustrates a basic schematic view of the platform of
the system. FIG. 2 1s a block diagram generally 1llustrating the
method and system applied on the platform of FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 1, a network/cloud infrastructure 1 1s
configured 1n communication with users 2a-» and system app
server 3 and telecom server 4. The network infrastructure 1 1s
achieved by means of the Internet, Intranet, VPN, LAN,
Wired, WikF1, Wireless, Cell, Phone App . . . ).

Referring to FIG. 2, a user registers through the registration
means. User information provided during registration may
include likes and dislikes, interests, personality types, and
dating preferences, as shown at 201. User register informa-
tion 1s stored 1n system database at 202. In application gen-
crally, the user 1initializes the social system when physically
present at a location. Initialization may include notifying the
system that the user 1s actively seeking other users at the
location or within a nearby vicinity thereof at 203. Note that
initialization may be automatic, without the need for the user
to have to notity the application. GPS or other locating means
are activated to lock in user’s location at 204. GPS or other
locating means are activated to search for other users in the
location or vicinity at 205. The system uses mapping means to
determine 11 other users match or correlate to the user’s infor-
mation at 206. A user 1s notified of other users 1n the location/
vicinity that match the user’s information. Non-matching
users can also be listed or provided to the user at 207. Alllocal
users are notified of activation and match or notification at
208. Each user 1s provided an option to accept/decline further
information dissemination at 209. If users select accept, the
users’ exact location will be provided and/or other direct
contact mformation may be provided so that the users can
meet at 210.

Through use of the subject system/application users/mem-
bers at a public establishment, such as a restaurant, shopping
mall or the like, can meet. Using the subject system/applica-
tion, users or members can enroll in the program to meet other
users/members with similar interests. During enrollment,
users enter information into an application to provide user
profile information, which may include interest, personality
information, hobbies, and/or status (single, etc.). After com-
pleting the application, the program stores user profile infor-
mation for matching users and determining compatibility. In
order to meet another user at a public establishment that 1s a
participant in the program, a user signs onto the program. The
program then computes the user’s coordinates and advises the
user of others 1n the immediate vicinity and alerts the user
and/or other users of other users 1n the vicinity. This process
facilitates meetings between program participants.

The subject system/application provides a peer-to-peer
system for enabling interactive socialization of users at a
location or geographic radius or locus; such system/applica-
tion, as herein described, can be modified 1n numerous ways
without departing from the scope of the invention. Optional
platiorm technology can be utilized to equip the peer-to-peer
system for enabling interactive socialization properties.

Having thus described the invention 1n rather tull detail, it
will be understood that such detaill need not be strictly
adhered to, but that additional changes and modifications may
suggest themselves to one skilled in the art, all falling within
the scope of the invention as defined by the subjoined claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at
a venue and employing a wireless interactive device capable
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of (1) recerving and transmitting messages, (11) accepting
input through a user interface, and (111) displaying messages
on an electronic display, the system comprising:

a. a registration means for registering a user or activating,
said system on said wireless interactive device;

b. location determination means comprising global posi-
tioning system;

c. on-location update means for publishing the availability
of the system:;

d. user location means carried out by said system for check-
ing for other active sessions within said venue;

¢. data means for running a list of active sessions against a
user compatibility engine;

f. transmission means for transmitting a notification to each
user 1ssuing a compatibility match listing compatible
users at said venue;

g. intercommunication means wherein said user receives
said compatibility match notification and can respond
with amessage, block or 1ignore based on the compatible
user/users located at said venue;

h. mapping means capable of mapping out each compatible
user’s location and guiding each of said user’s to one
another; and

1. said venue including a local radius vicimity or penumbra
of said venue.

2. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at

a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said wireless interac-
tive device includes a receiving device that recerves said
locations of active users at a central processing station or
distributed processing stations; a storage device that stores
said recerved locations; a central processor adapted to process
said locations and compare local said users compatibility data
for determining said compatibility match listing; and trans-
mission means for transmitting said compatibility match list-
ing and said locations to said users within said venue.

3. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at

a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said venue 1s a public
venue such as a shopping mall, grocery store, sport stadium,
restaurant, bar or nightclub.

4. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at

a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said venue 1s based on
a group or niche location, such as a church or professional
meeting or conference.

5. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at

a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said activating of said
system on said wireless interactive device 1s automatic, based
on said venue and/or location of said user.

6. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at

a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said user compatibility
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engine includes compatibility data comprising sex, age, age
range, interests, professional interests, hobbies, relationship
status, physical attributes, physical activity level and/or sport
team 1nterests.

7. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at
a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said compatibility
match listing that 1s 1ssued to each of said users in said venue
includes a compatibility rating score.

8. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at
a venue as recited by claim 7, wherein if said compatibility
rating score 1s less than a given score said users are not
notified of each other’s locations.

9. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users at
a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said system 1s 1nte-
grated within said venue and said user can respond with a
message to said compatible user through said venue.

10. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users
at a venue as recited by claim 1, wherein said user must
initialize said system for activating said system on said wire-
less 1interactive device.

11. A system for enabling interactive socialization of users
at a venue or geographic radius or locus, comprising:

a. a network/cloud service;

b. registration means for registering a user;

c. location determination means comprising a global posi-
tioning system providing a local latitude and longitude
location;

d. on-location update means for publishing the availability
of the service;

¢. user location means carried out by the service for check-
ing for other active sessions within a geographic region
based on the location;

f. data means for running a list of active sessions against a
user compatibility engine;

g. transmission means for transmitting a notification to
cach user that contains a compatibility match listing
compatible users in the venue;

h. intercommunication means wherein the user recerves the
compatibility match notification and can respond with a
message, block or 1gnore based on the compatible user/
users located at the venue;

1. mapping means capable of mapping out each compatible
user’s location and guiding each of said user’s to one
another; and

1. said venue including a local radius vicinity or penumbra
of said venue.
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