ne

1n a

d

retail setting by first being placed onto a table or other means

rini
rt for t

produce, while the foam construction of the stand protects the

produce from damage.

1S5 USC

cevvreennnnn, 206/711
cerrreien, 2117134

1ng suppo

Nov. 18, 2014

L B B B B N B L B B B BN BB B R 211/851'6

Deluca ...ooooovvvvviinn 211711

erereeaineen 211/85.12
5/2008 Polvereetal. ................ 206/763

vviriineeennnennnn.. 206/521.3
cerrerrrriiiennneennnnn. 200/521.6

722,719 A * 11/1955 Altstadter ..................... 264/155
vt e rrre e, 92/698

ta et al.

2/1976 Bustos et al.

US 8,887,931 B2

lly pleas

Allan

Ripps ....coovvvvvvneee... 211/119.009
ira

Koch

ABSTRACT

1/1995 Simons ............oeeeevvvnnn.. 206/370

6/1997
5/2009 Lan ..........cccoeveeennen. 206/308.1

4/2012 Crisman

3/2002 Shight .............ooeeevnnn.. D3/304
| * 11/2007

6/1997 de Muylder-Braun ........ 206/6.1
11/2003  Awalt

2/1974 Moller ....................... 206/521.9
9/1989 Long, Jr. ......oeeeevvvvnnnn... D9/456

7/1933 Roberts

9/1934
8/1935 Nuyts

3/2005 Awalt
7,128,000 B2* 10/2006 Mummert ....................... 108/92
7/2007  Awalt

2/1966
A * 10/1968 Villar-Kelly ............... 211/90.01

063 A *

US008887931B2

3
3

b

b

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets

A 3

194 A *

010437 A *
206 A * 11/1974 H

039987 A *

D303,218 S *
10N proviamng a visua

735
744 A *
939

ted divider panels. The display stand

E
k!

917
Q73
233
407
790
350
1en

1
1
k)
1
k)
k)
1
1

5,680,929 A * 10/1997 Von Seidel ................... 206/77.1

5,381,896 A *
5,640,821 A *
5,641,061 A *
D453,995 S *
0,648,154 B2
0,872,338 B2
7,249,746 B2
7,533,770 B2 *
8,162,156 B
2007/0272630 A

2,
3
3
3
3

1
3

1

45) Date of Patent
2

(10) Patent No.

2008/0121563 A
surface, among and between the divider panels. The divider

panels hold the produce onto the device, with the raised

(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — Anthony D. Pelleg

* cited by examiner

(57)
A monolithic display stand for the point-of-sale display of

produce manufactured out of a closed cell foam material and
of solid construction, with a raised central region and verti-
of support, and then having produce placed onto the top

Assistant Examiner — Kimberley S Wright

Primary Examiner — Joshua Rodden

central reg

cally or

3

S

ME (US)

lo,

1

ME (US)
ME (US)
M

220/5077, 553, 557

2
3

3

)
)
)

CPC .oorviiiinivvviineivvvnnnnn. A47F 7/0071 (2013.01)
USPC ..., 21178545 211/126.1

(58) Field of Classification Search

-~
—
-~
-
-4
—

Sep. 18, 2014

Dedham
Dedham

2

Brand ........................... 206/561

(2006.0

(2006.0

(2006.0
206/561, 557

211/135, 72,73, 133.6; 312/126, 128
See application file for complete search history.

2/1867 Salmon ........................ 211/70.6
9/1902

Prior Publication Data
10/1927 Buzza ......ooovvvvvvveiennn.., 40/534

US 2014/0263118 Al
References Cited

patent 1s extended or adjusted under 35

Subject to any disclaimer, the term of' t
U.S.C. 154(b) by 51 days.

JSI Store Fixtures, Inc.,

Terry Awalt
Terry Awalt,
Mar. 13, 2013

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

8 A *
3 AF
3 A

62,36

710,09

CPC e eeeennn. ADTE 57108
1,646,57

USPC ............ 211/85.4,59.4,126.1, 183, 134, 153,

Appl. No.: 13/801,080

A47J 47/00
A47F 7/00

A47F 3/14
(52) U.S.CL

Applicant
Inventor
Assignee

Awalt

12 United States Patent
(54) PRODUCE DISPLAY STAND

(71)
(*) Notice

(22) Filed
(51) Int.Cl.

(72)
(73)
(21)
(65)
(56)

e
-

ey R ey .

e A ........x..”.........”......."...“..m."..
Fre s T L e

LA LA L e
CR I It I P R Al L W x
e ....“.u. ......,...,..

e S T
A
SRR
s AR
]
et e

L

PRl Y
i Pl i,
T P
e L
e e O
AR R
i

.....:....._,............
......."........“........”.._“............" e
S
RN,

A
o .v..u.”.....”.....”.!...,.n...... o
DR

by

R
LA
i L]
ey
e
e

e
kIR
e R
R T T

G

o,
Rt IOk
SR )
e 2
PR AR,
LR
i

CAre ik o L
AT S
h u.......“....;..u......_.... R

O b e iy

i R Y
e L i P
T N A

-
e AR e L S

S
PRk by
e

A D A
et ......””....,..... ]
TR
T

o
PR

Ry

AT A T
TH I
L

i
e
e Dl

T,
..”....."_”....,...u.....,..... Syt

A H

ek
ErR iy
i Ja
ST
oL, v,
by ....,......._..“...” e
b ..................”...“?..........,...“ e
S
Do i ."....".u.}.,........ A ..“......
R T T .

.....
”,.,.m....”"..".“..""..."..“m."..... ¥
G

R AN
e

LRHLLH
Pt
A Y
WA

R
ey
Aoy
ey
i,

Sl
ot

XL

SRSt
T e
O L
Hae .........".........Hﬂ.,....”..,..,......n...... 37
ot
S 1
o e
P ety
A
et O
O e -
i By W e
e e e A o e,
PR i
”.”._....".,, AT
AR
s
e
e - A
SRR ;
L 5
I
e,
......:........,...,.u. .":...":ﬁ..._“.
T
R I
PR AL -
o
L - Y
A ey N,
H AR A it
St i At
A T Y PEaiti e e PP,
H e O rr..l/..rj.r‘
K ?
]
4
"
o
“......ﬂ“.....“. ..u...m.......
A
v
LA
S J_ﬂ.
5 S
R ._f;
Y
e



US 8,887,931 B2

Sheet 1 of 6

Nov. 18, 2014

U.S. Patent

" kbt H
A
e e
e ;
T A
e A
e e
A T
e

S
i, .-”...r S

e, L oy
RN L o
e i

Ak e
A TN
S T
PR .r-n--..r..r..r- -
e

P,
HEH Ly
e
Y ..,.,.._..,..r................................,.........
- fehar ity
i
e A A T,
SO ShE l

G

ey
e pret
EHE T

. o S e
. e
- A P
i s .....”...... ..............H.“”........"..H”........". s ....ﬂ A
e AN Lo :
e i ..f_..,......:u.....
o o i) ey :
oy e R T e -
A R e L
¥ e I AT 3
i B e
J o - O A R RN Do R
i PR e PRy

e L
AT A ...,..,...,.....,......,,....... .....,........,....
S
et

vt .“...un ;
T e,
i Y
.....ru“....r ...ﬁ...... .. ....”H...... h
htry ey
£

i P
; T,
B R AT e
i A e i :

A T R N b
o .....,w",......,.." -

H Hargs
e
o o R
ST
L
A

nhet ot et
AR H AP HE LY
R T
A T e
Al e

A

-
...._..".w?,.a.n...”."ﬁ

ST L,

it "
o Pt
e e -

kY et
ey
TSPy
IR
L H
I
Y -~

.

H

- o A e e

e ..n.....”"...v.w.."........... e,
v e oy

R
H AR T

o

. DRy

- ........,.,,.,.J......Mﬁ..ﬂ...hu..,. i
...

b e L
e e e e T S e
L T e
LR A
e
PR A -
s
e A A
eri e A s Tt
.... i
T AP
e A

AL . o e
H T et ...".........”..H....M..ﬂu....,.:..,.u.w..ﬁ....n..,........_“w.
et e A e e D ]
W et i e R
Ry e B L

)

A e 1
EE e e R
) - - H g
N T A E AT i T A A T 3
L

P
- e e
e R A ..,..? HOR P Hc
e e A e
e L T T T ~
i ek i
.r,.”.,..,.?......,.........,,..,......,

b

LA ] ..-.r.r...r..-.... L

5 ..\:
e iyt
e ﬁwhm.ﬁyﬁ#vﬂi.
S e e T e
TR I - e
i e LA T et SR,
o e e e T
RO BT T
e R RS
St o

hhe i
S I
ey s

LA LT
ey
.n".u._...,wm.m....."w...“."fa,“. i

.1 4 !
5 o R T, I e K
: T S s

R e e N L e

S Ll
e e T T,
e
T

o T
S
T b T

“.
ot
e e
i ok
TR
- e
e f..,.....................;.,.......

A

" AT

P T R

PH DRt R
a TN o e

) LT P

AN PACES
R " SNt LA

R R
i e e
o Pt
..&...“.....,,,.....,H.. NG,

5
T

P S s P
.....m..u.u,.,,.....,.. - ....“...“..u...,.......,,...................._.".._.”....

Bl

3 e e e e e -
B A 5 e BRI
3 .wcu."..uﬁauaawf,wﬁ.uﬂn?”.w ...n,.“w..”.....“. .....w.,“...;“ i .....m.,....,w,...ﬁv et
e e A 5
o - ..,,...,,..,.....”“....”...:...,.. e et d

? ....
........."c...c..“..?."..“......”......,,..
...." u.w..". Pt -

-, -5
v T,
....,.."..”“.......,..,.....,......... ........ &

e it
J .. A e
R PR
i R R LA ey
e e et ~ ...r:.:.
Ll u_...”.....,,..,. T ety
: i
AR

R
oo,

X o ftpioh
T . Lty

R,

3 e

O L LT

R o
G R

i

. i

PR A

. Ee ity
R T
3 et
Pt o

L] L L] o
N ....”..:.:..,.......u,,,.,...”..... H

T e e e A e e
T R

B Ly
¥ R L R o Ry
» G o

T
R
i
e T
e
SN,

e B e

il

st
AR L)
e R W
AL T SR
N e e e,
N AT T

A, ]

o e

. R
P

S
S
et et o

My

.....
R
R
T
e
P
FE L
R
sl
I

:
ST
et
A

e - .
LA S 8 LA
A e
A CH PO o
e L)
T SR e T
A

T Ly
A e
L A A S, L
e e Ry
A T e

I N
et e e e g,
e e R A
o -

5 LA [
e A LR e o
L T A

=
n i i L
e e R D R T
S A e e
:

......... .
i He Y L+ ", H
i R e B
e N ot e N H Wt H .
T L ERn T 3
e TR T e

- i

i

T e Tt

R Pl At

R o Rt e
S A
i i

PN "

et
B
s

e

e et
A

R
A,

X




0 o ", H
RTE A
AT
R
Lot A . Ly
R L
e e
S LA

T,
LR
e

US 8,887,931 B2

VR SETTITI IR A,
A e S L e T e
e T L L
A ey ot
A R ey
Ly

e

T T
TR i
o e

A T N
e e el e
R R T
f.....”........?....

R
L

Sheet 2 of 6

1
/

S
”...,U.,...n..."
s

o, g
e S L N R
S o
R e B
H e A
e e

f,,awu R

Ll e ..r.r. -
DX R

b Ay
e A T : H
..”.......... .,.w........,.... i St
- T T T AT A
....._...,...u..,. B o e T et Tt T Y
H Ay o T e b R LA
. P HC L ﬁ e “..._“..,.. RRCEART L
R I S AT
'

CA

T
et <
T R
Lttt i
e ", ) H
T A e A e T

bt B

P

e

e

:

Heh o
DR H R oy
i
At
e R A
PR

u.w.....r H

i
3
i

o
i

.

e

e
el

CA

T

:
S
e

z
,
2

i

" PR DA
B N e e R T
N A T A e
e

e e e s L
A
o PR
AR R L A
e e

g
R
........“......,.....n.......,.........,.,.....,wu......“.
Pttt ;
i Wi
T T

PrH s e - N
Tk HER
T B R T

L e S T

e e T

R e T e

e ........,..,.....,... e R
el

. .
o
- Lo

ot

=,

Nov. 18, 2014

Ay
e
A
Rt

i

A
KR

..

R

e ....".....m...."..... :

R e
A

Cpr e,
LG D
...."..........r.,.......... o

o

U.S. Patent



US 8,887,931 B2

Sheet 3 of 6

Nov. 18, 2014

U.S. Patent

....u.“..”...._.

RS
o

" ...;.._,....... L

i

e T

e o I S T

)

Eien

L H -,

Lt A L

Pt

Er,
'y

~ e .---
R,
e T e
i
) Rl
A
e fote I, ..".u...“. -,
Hrn A

. LT
e T
I B
e
e e
i S
ot

ol
.;..,.“.ﬂn......”...",..“..u..
RIS
T LN s
P

A

i ....h..”.m .,....m...... e
T o

ST

sy

R
S
e

X

P Aty

s no e
,.,.."".,.,".."..,.”,.,.,.”,.,.,.ﬂ pRRRA
RO
o s

o
" ..........u.r.r.......r.:...H....f.....

e

-

L

L
e L

gy

T
b

1
i ~,
A

et Lo L]
EREE P

Dy R
Rt x ..".,..u.,,.f”.... L

s
R
RSl
ChnTETh
LR T i
R
¢ F

)
SEART

e e

L P L
R

e
.r......”........... Lo

A

il
. TN R el .
A e A

S
A R

T

IR
R
o ...................,......"...n..”....................
A ey
A

-, -
R
o ...,,,,,............ o
e T

T

otk
SRR

H s
e
TN R T
N e
i
- . Ca e
LA ....,..........m............,,.............. b
ket
pn il
R
e,
Pyl
g o
S
e
et
i B T
Rt ;
LR Rt
L R
L H I e
H o R KL i, b L
e S T L S

L A

e Tt
e e L e
AR Lk
e e TR D iyt
.v.".»fsﬁ..m.w.."........f. P
e e s R s
S L e

e

T
- Ly A

S

P
+ ....n.“w LA R

A
L et Nt
A o
o S T
e A i
A L A T
ek
e
-

-
S .
..........,....,.“w......... ..,“...,.,.....”..w,..... ....;....,.,,. o,

Ty e
R,

L]
S e T
R e
I T L
PO AR
L

LS ", LAY
B

e R

oA
R R,
HEN AL R
e e
T A

s

&
Eetela
L]

SR

e
T

B e
i) Yo
SR

EEE
e,

0

e

FE

ST
]

SRR

"

ot

s

>
X
Ea b
e

gk

N . L
H .....:.....?u......r....,..""
.."....................."

kY
LRt

=
T,
Ly

e
o

S




US 8,887,931 B2

Sheet 4 of 6

Nov. 18, 2014

U.S. Patent

AT s e L 5 ROy A AN - D) - DO o T
iy ..........",..w... e A T i i LR o POt i u,".."..,............,....ﬂ.,.....w..,...... R AR o R
e A A T e i e L T AR ity " PO A I

e e T o i s e A L e L I L
i e L L e L L e e T I Rl A s
T A e L e T L e T T e L P it S Pt Y]
A S A e R A e S e S e L el % -, e
v o A R i L G A e . A
o e e e e HoH o, ., R Ay LS
e AL : S S s e T T X
e A P E e A B s, SN gy SOt A e
e et A e R kit C L oo RO e e e e
S PR L A T e L it ......r-.....-.r.. LU PR -, b L Her o H e e e
i H o T R R P Rt e .
D A A T NS e F e ATt e B
e T e A A H e e o e e Y
e T P L A Py e o T T
e STl s e, % A N A
e T s e, B T o
A, e S T R TRt
L L ....... R LR e S,
HE Lk L PR LA R Tt . P S .
w......,.".“.....,........“...m......"... e o ..........,.,...._..,r,.....,.u.. ..............,“.....U.m.r...,.....w.. ."......,.....".u..."..,..,......,..,,.#.."... .H,......,..,"...,,m,“ " ,...,.,".u”......ﬂf...mm“.....,.,...,. o
] s N R R R T s TR -
AR O] e e e DR T e R T
A S T e T R e T T T e A LY e L
P ey o P ...“.“.H,..,.”w.”.......".... R AN ,...,.,.h...,,..,."......n..“....u.h..r..,.,"..".#
e ;. 7 Ao ey A e T e A R
g e e ”.,.,H.....T.n".”....". R R
; FrE R sty )
",.....,.."..,..............“. -

. ............. .
H CApr HLE ok 1] L - 0 -
R SR
3 w3 AT
) LR e,
LR
L e A
S
N HH L,
e e .
i e
L e
- HY e, Lo P
e N T PR
e
e
s
R i i
e e A e
s i e L e S e L
e Y e A T
LRI HY T L e ] it
RS i X SRR
b

Bt Rl e o R

AT - Rt R
PR

ST

e.,
Py
AT,

4 HECEIERE
i T
e Y
...................

A
N LI ey
By R n....“.......,m....."...",.... - e T e
o) S el At 2
AR = TR L A
e
oA
o
e

m.
pE

iRl
R,
,,?,,u."..“..”. T

R L B
o

R
A A
R T S

e
oA ........"...u....w........ﬂ.,ﬁf..”. e
T R T A e e e,
SRR A AT
v Ry e e o
N B LA
e

S
.,..,......,........,....u.....r.,.. i
- o ﬂ."...,..........,........“. g
e > R e R
oot ) ™ A s A
ALY i
SRR AP

:
L]
e
D
e
ST

LA
" " e "
R L SR O Lt
. r A S Edearty
e e e
LR e Sl .............,.......,,..,......,.....
- Pt 5 e
rh e e e e T
o w.............,,...................:.......

o]

:

R
R SR
L T

e e e e

T
. g H S At
Ly FRO ARk R 73t prHa
4] 5 RS
2 e s
N R
e g
i i
Er o o, e L L
" it e A
PR = XL A
i A -

A i
Py - R Rt P -...u...
DA AT .x...”..........mxu.......”".

R N e
e e e
R 5 P
- ey Ll T
R S e
N e e, .........ﬁ.
Toi o

o

S

e
A T
I

R R

A e A ", "

R .,.,.,r..,..“"..f.....“........m...........; bR
i

o, R -
V. LR
e Rt

-

=
-
;
i : T
T T
P i L R e T T e
A L L AL
- ;

0 "
oy 4 N o
e % oA R
FROy AN O o L
et A i o
; T A, ;
...“.... R m...,,,.,,,...}.m. P b R Lt
RN ..,.;.uw G e B, ot
Y L
S R
L ) .ﬁ.u...,.... st
el
T
. DAt gy
TR

- ..r.r--
g He e
T AR
. R ..:.:.
A AT
A I A
" R
T e R : A
S e D, A P A R
T R s ; A R
s A XA R -
R o W R oA et St A LR A
R e P T B NP e e e e o T
..,...............,,...;...... o A Y A R X R .?,...,......,,....". i
HEy ot e e e T it (L e ) Ll R
R Ay 5 e L AT
T O R e A
R A
5 PRy
T e e e S R T T
; T R R e
e I R ey e e e A
2 u...;............ i A R O A L I
SRk Rt o e e
A i RRACH N e e
o, L e
L T EATeTh e s
LA L HE R i)
e AT ."...
ST
b u.”.,..”..n...._.... i
L 0 L
) L LT,
5 AT,
e 5 r G
PN L PR Sy
N L I D
; ;

] e
LAk 5 e e e B oy

o
- - - . Lt e,
A AL ,..n.u._,.“..,...u_ﬁm..{ﬂ,..n”.. . e A A R x L
A G T " R O R I T M TR e
AT e el L e S i A
4 IR e B B e P A e e AN A S i
W O il i e RO O T Bt A N e
. L R o A e e e S e
Bt LA Sl G L P Y i
R T . rd e R B A
L e e L e e T e T e
iy - ] e e o B e e e -
L LR
R,
..,.........,.........
&

Eioled

o
H " e
AR L M ) ] -
Lo A o R g
S S
Faiynh 5 fh et
LY ) T Y
.“....._“u.w"... i, SR,
- e
e
L
) e R A
e T L
g Bt Hy
e Y F..,.....;........" P
e A
e e I T
A ;
it :
A e e T i
N Ty LR
o S A N S = " “.“........,.”..”.I”...,...w,.
e -

A

L A s e AL
A 3 e e
A o L e T e T
L H : S T B SN AR
; : i i
H-

", e
A i e HCGOT, i

v

Tt 5
e Ak SR N
R e e e L i i
ndenA L i A - -
e I T sl BN AT N LA
R LT " P
i L L =" -~ H . .
e e R
R e et
e i RN R e
::
S F R g e " AL H it
AT LA R T g% A
A R i >
L L AR
AR T eEt] >
et R S i
e e O R H Hu ..,...w..?u....,..w.. .....f.
o TR
T 3 B X i e
A I R A o LI
L e i Py u.u...............“.......r......,............. o - -
h i
L (Rt e e e
AN MR A o " T e
: e A A i e O B !
PRy R Ry i e AR T e, DR
e . - o G e i ) .....,...u,........:.....;.,.,... o,
o e e e

%
o it
N S X
' e R S T
- i
... 5
it F
Lo n A R RO L
R pots H RN I P N g
R " Y e
2
e A T T TR Lok
. ey
Ly o e St i Ry
o
; - H P
S e D, L T L T
L
ot i e T,
-, T v,

ek i, e LA
A, ot g ]
AT ,..m,u.“".m,. h9% e Ty
i) e R
...._.“...... H A o
e i s
oy ...u......””.,.f.

...

A

SR
"

.

..r.r-.r.r--.r-.
T
T
o L e
i FALL R H L L e
D N A RN
e T A A b
A e e P Aot e
PR e R S NEHET
e L e A T H o S ey e T
e L T e LA RALRp ARG A
e R e i ] 2 : e
e T e S e T e I A RO,
R e T e T v i iR e S
e A L ey NS A T
A e, ! i AT e i = i e A
A e A e i D
e : i e A
A A A N R
H ................;.,,..u............ gy Ea

-,

Lol

oL
e
e T e
. e T T e L
il R Y
L .......r..n...u...n.......r.ﬁ..........r e A
R
et e Y .
e A T e R
T i Tt
ey Y i
e YA e Bk

LA

...,,..,.H.“.......,....
Pttty A H e e
" En o
e e
e e e
- o e
; i o e e
il R e i
e Gy 0y = RNt L P
e T e Rt RO
e L o e = e
N R T
A
A R,

H i ity
Selnie S
R
R
LN

ErE AL
EEEN
S
L
e R
S
T,

T
i

f
f.....u...... HY
L N Ry e ]
L,
SR
e L
T S
s

R P
PRR
R e e Gl -
S S A e D
Qo) el S ......,.w........." R e

b iy it S e LR
S Stk O A e
pr e P et ]

ot A L “........u.._...u..,..,...ﬂ....... ...,...u,.ﬂ,....s,..rﬁa? e d

..... .................... .

14



US 8,887,931 B2

Sheet Sof 6

Nov. 18, 2014

U.S. Patent

i R R ST iy
o u..”..u..u.uv,“.p..“.n”..... oy A e R Y i i ...,.wh..n.... - e, .........,.,.,”...””... - e ...”....,,...._,..w...
ST F AT R T e b ]
b R e R R
o o ST ...”..._n.........w......:;h = B A e
- I Ao o
el

Y
R T
ettt i LS
..,n,..:..,..r.:......m...._.“...,,.. e, S, “..ﬁc...._.n.”..

e

h. o bt iy
2 R A
h

by
ER

o e A R
-

-

..
L,
o o S L i
" it A e
i A
2 T

PR
R AL P N S XA
i ety e o o oL S ........,,.....“.. g .......“..."........ i .......,......._,ﬂ.,.. Ky P Ly
A N A A oty e e e e i e
oty e T i T s SO e e A,
A ! e, T e e L i LT N L L, i
- ] B P e vy e e T A T i
5 T ; el i " oy e T, SRR
e el ?,..,......... St et L e A
e L L T e e A SR s o ..,......r...,.,...."..... R
i R o
Tt
R e i A
e A
: PR

T

R s

g AL
Cth s e
e i LR
LI J..r---f-f.r.rn-- ) ", -,
A o N
i T, : ;
PR
T

A RS i o
e LR SRR ; L
Htle - o mn A N e A L ) L S .
A L A T B A bt oy R L I
L 7 e e T T R
N AR N R s S ~ o e . . e o b
i,.e;,{,,,,.w....q.as
...............,..... .v.u...::............r

..

. ..,.......... ... ....r.............

,, ..c...........“..,....“._.... ....:........

- Ly L Lt bl NG H P i CA Y

A T T T, 3 R
L e - A

" R P e R A

; i et
L ; S T

e

., Rt P
u...,,:.....;.... ot i
A e LR
R A T e T,
FHTR v.,........................,.”..._..,,.“......"... T
e T LN It e i o
B e e e S
o ) e A A
- Ao, e S
e e e A e
A e ..>........“........:...,",,,.....,..,,,......... A T ] T e
e T A A N “..,....“.".u.:... i e TR oy I Al AT A ...n............,....r..a,..r.?...”.....?,.e,.."."..".. .
e S e i o, e | P e S - . PR " e
TEER o S T i e L L L e e
Pt AL prH e 5 ] o L A i S
e A e H e e e e L T T e e A e S N
W i, A L T L R et e e L L
e - A R o L A e A T I S ...“,..“...,.Q AN
. e

s

o

e -, e h ety A e T e T L e e, e
EhCH e T, e e L ey e LA L] ..........u_..... Ltk Pt e SR
PR S o A T A R A A A R AR LT Rty PR
sl ; v R - e,
Hy o H pd Loyt H Hr il
ro St FR
L A
LR T
. H, e T ....... Rl
., LY FH -~ Rl
e e T
X L e T A A
By H L ) PP o e b R T e e
.,,..,....”......,..H......u.......p....,.......u..... et T T Fa AT T o
e e e e A R R o ...........,,.,..;....,,.....,.U.... RSP
R i R I D
e o e e e
R R U v o .
Ao o A e
S, d A
Ao : o, T
b Iy = ke ettt H = okt ekl i b ks L el bkt ek e R,
P T e e Al S D e, R T e e S e T
s e TR UL e e A e A e e e R EHH
A, e T R e o L o Za AR o
e e - e .. H S L T e it .._,.,....H bR -
o L - e Lot e
............."....”... .......“:...........

1
e,

Y

.,. .....
T S i
i A S i
P TN OO, A i ... i u......"..,,.... iyt
R o] i T A ;
L gk S ; T e

o i
% oS FREE A
e A R i e Y ; T T R
R e P o R ; e e T
T R - - R e T ] N RN A,
; R e
.

i N L oy HAN O, o 5 ey RO
A A AT ..................“........."..L..................... i T i Ve e A
A o e R R -
T e e :
-, HEL ]
T T A
Fy

R o
g v, Ed % e
AT : T e ......f;....

.,. ......
. s
s fortetey
2 T A e s L e e
e e L R A L
s i st ..,.u,...,“.......,,:.,... FEGEd :...,.......u.....
. A e ATV i,
Sl s AL SRR EeE A T e
Nt LT bR A S T s L I UL
P A A T T H e R e t L N R e L e e L e
e T ..,.,..,..................."......; Ha .".....v.n........ A o A e e B T o L T
) " e N L F A e e e TR AT R A e P o e
iy s T PO Ao e Rt i pe : S

FHONLY
o
i H A
R e T T “.......H”,“w....
"

e e :

Y AL L e e
ey ."..”....". ,....”....” “.u....n,....s.,..,.u. . .,f.."...””h..".,......w.".“

A N B T Y
e e e e e ety
o A R ] e iy
R e i PR
T A T e e PO

A L e o - e
T e TN R o e

R T DL ;

Tt s -
A e T
R o
Rty .,.....“...”.,. e

e i -,
A e e,
DR ¥ R
L b
AT
e
A
L) .,.“.,“.......
i, ......

.

e e
e
L
Rl A
e g A S T
. LNy I
e e
A AT
Lo, LA
S i
o e .,...,.."......r. o
) Ry
....ﬁ...n.h. .n...,....”..?ﬁw“.. ...,.....”........_H...........
R A
L i
".....n.......,........,..."."...u...,.......,....

o
iy
o ........._...,...................".
S,
L e S
o R
e
o

. oA il o iy P -— :
h A e w ...“..r..,,,.,....{.....,...,.“..”,.._....“,“.u,"......h....,........n..,........"..”."w.... - o ..“,“...,.?..........U..““.#...,.ra.....a.."a.”a?...r,h LR L e A S F i,
e e e S L R, B R ]
e e T e L L o, P A, etk P oty R R e e
el o L B e et SRR e, LA N S N R H R B
Y ; e e e TR T I e . s,
e e T A e o i T oLt A T A AL R
e it e e 3 R
s : > 4 oy " s b i H A At
..,...:.,........... iy T N A
e e e W e L R e
Lo ...u,..,,....,....,..,... R AR 5 BRSO
AT e P
Pt R 4 g
G

=
H L
ST e Bionhotan e -
pR e Tt RS R L e
e T T - ey T

- ; T e A A ; e HA T e
el o T R e e BRI
Rt . e i PRI

.. ...... X
2 LT R, i ..”” AR [y "
RN PR PERE ] B Pl Lt
s d et o, H ey
PRt B R A AR, bt L
et i & A e e e
H EFEREN, RO Ly A, ..,...,.“.......... R
A 4
) e ¥ : N e e
I R e
-, *

d 5 o
prasten ) A X s iy B
RN ; i Ry S
", . e A e v, . i) c
et .:,..u.............:.u Ry e .....u
e et :
e o PRk Qe A e £
B -
bty T T
gy E
L -

L) g
s 2
I o
ety S
e S
R
PR S
fop Ty )
RN ot i s o
e e e T e e T e
e RerrH ....,.....“........? T ...u.................."......... ety
P PR Nyt o
,.....”....,,..?.........,,,.”....n.....".. T
R R
R i H e
N R T

okt Ty
e )
LT R

o)

PR TOrK
ST
o
s
R s S

R
ot
R
i
ot i
e )
RN
i
A
EaCE

....,,,.,..
i Eaitd
o R
SRR A
N A N b Sl e
P W o Py
A e e H
AR e
T
......r.... v,
e
Py
R Ty
k) .......,n...........“.”.“...,......,..... et
PR
L L
A
e
H et

%

"
Pty
i

P
Y.
X s
b A e T T L
Lo o P R A Rt

.........J.. Py - e =

L ey ; .
R e e e
ST oA R S o

AR TR P A NI N e R
et e e D LTy e T e g3 A - S S R
SR i T T S R i i S i A A T R
TR e - STy e L 5 : R T
....,....,..........,..,.._......,.?.. e e e e B e e e e o L, s e e e I
L B L e o I, L LR e e B T A
A e e A e A T e T o SR
It R
o .,.........u.f T e

Pt o . AL o
i R e e A Y
A LR, SR R ; 5 B
T R TR e AR S
i e : i R ...“.._.ﬁ...."..“...".".w,.. ......"_”w..ﬁ.....,.
i R
................. L)
] ot e

Pl - ~

SRR

e i
: i R e Y T
R L T S o
R : e e T e R
i e L AL AL PR o ety st T e M - Rk
e S S
AR S

e

O e

...:....,. g
SRR
S T
T
o R S A R A
.....fr.............,.,.,...,....,......?..,......,.,.,. e e L e
- T RN FL
i i
L) L L o H o H H
e A s
PENE A i N P E R
o A Lo e
o i e 4
e i :
Nt R ;
A R .......... N N T T
e Sk . .L.u.......,.............. o o T e e
S, i ok, e e
S e L PO (R L
Tt i ) i EEH At
AL ..,.”.u..,....ﬂ....“........“. A L L PR - : .,,,.,...,.,.".."..,“.....".u.,,".”.....” e 7
R ot : A A e e L R o ; e
HERe, A S : ] SRR S e e T R e e e e
R A S i il i A e e e M A e e L
A P At RO ] Al A e L e T ey A e
ot o e T HH e Rt L - P ) . L L HEH T e e e T T T e -t P L rirR-pH
; R . ol R : ; i : R R
AT RN TS .“..“..u...fu..x.".uw"..”...».r..m. R e R e e R T
e S i ; e T L SR A e
."...v,,f...,.,.“."..“...uw PR Pt IRSANN, ..}.”,u.,,...w..".w..,“.wf“?,””ﬁﬁuc.“hfwu&?ﬁhi Rt e
% X PRy i % ! o :
PEN e, A T o " e T A S,
St T =
e
o o
Rt TN A +
M s T L
e L
x.{,,,,

RN

A e A e £ LAYy
Hapt A
o e e

......
e o
o .....,..H”......."...“.. et b e,
T e e
e e LT s e
G e TR e N e
" R T < i 7 W i H i
S ah e o L o N .....,........,....._........ﬂ....,. i N L A A Tt e
el - iR B TR T
AR B At A T § S e
e Al Py it e T K
Ay e Py e R s oy S e T
- [ RO P sy e S e S T e T e
s e prCiT A e e "
b o H " Ly e g R
et i e : s e
T e R R ! LAl s LAY H A P
A A T A St e ik e o i T
R T ™ e R PR i R, ,...“...“.,.I..,.,....”,.,..m..m..._ R A T .....“.........".“......
- o PRt H PR - -
o e
o .,..............“.......n..
e

-.---.r Pt o e
L

e e ;
sl AT

e
i
EaCE

.. .
. IR

RS A i

T LT

“..“.;.... Ty S, ]
R X oA

LTIy .._.."W....L.... et X

L i

L s

...u..uw...”.,,.......w.?..w...”“. N
et s

"...,................."........":.....

-

o
AR X
A st

el ol g "r....,....r..,..r..",.nru“u.........r L%
P H ey o e g
S e LAt ..:.,....._."..w ”....,.,:..

s T Tl !
EHoLh e e e ........_.“... .
i T e o e
o e R R e A T 0
A e e S T T e i Kbt P
i H " e S A e )
o 1 - e o e T . T Hhier
o N e e g e e e T ........;.... A P
e % A T S Rl R D R LN R L .
= e R T e T He et g T B ) A
A S AT T e g L e i e, L
Heaet et oo, T e T - F Ay e e e g Ak,
o AL S e T A R s b R T
PR, R i R A A 1 FEATSRH o
Pl PP . " e e D e P A S
A AT ) e T T W N R
T e Y e TR T - R e T
R T T P ety T Tty L) . . - e . LR Rh
e e L e e A L phat b e e x pith
. e L H . - o ..r...-.. PR Lt H . T L PRl
e e e e LT - R e e T e L e o
...u.......,".......”.,. LIS b L L T o ot
4 * ! :: i

ARG

e e
A

) . 5 H

- et P
R Rkt tvh: H s ) " P R o e e s L
e T e ko) A T, o N L T e i e L A s B A
e e T . - o Y e e A e e e A e T T e . i
oLty PR : e Sl o e S e e e T e H I % b et N FEA
L S .....”....... A e i e AT e b e " e e L i e e P ) i o L I T e e H EE




i n--..
A

i
EAREEEs,
SRt
AR

oS
T e
Fobe e
L R

US 8,887,931 B2

-
Dy

A R,
",....,.............:....::..

. e
PO
e
Y
e
" s
" R ST
T A TR
o L T IR
L A N
e H e e
e, o e L e A
T e R

. i e
g e R e e R

- S, LJ s ant o, e, ity ",
g e Tty T o -
K. JH e R T

e

e
Lo
PAE
I e P PR
* O N ot .ﬁ........
Fted Fi T
T
S

HA

it

i
by

Loty ---- - Ll L+
e ......,.............................. E

ks
Y .r....,....“............... e,
A ....”.....”... “m..._,......... PR

.
T
e A T e

Ll s L
.....f.........,.."..,..“...,.,.... T e e ..W".u,....“u.....".....,...:. Aty
- PR, Het Y L] -
g HatH, G T A R
..,w.u..,,,.r........,u.?....... PPy T -
it e

-

.r...“..,:.,,. ey

e AT

Sl R
:
.,

T

e, ..,......r....
b ] oo
e N A

A

...."._. T

e R T R A
~

o R
e
A T
e IR
- et et e
: e R e, Y
- T A e

i et
e LRI . L -
e e s
T S A
e H w T
e L T

el
R

o
S i
S i e R o
ot A i,
oy - R A A

R ol T ]
] e
FR R
o
At ...".....,“..”.“...,...n.v
; i A

e
T T,
P

Py
. e e o
¢ s ...,..w,<,,...........u..“... i
T, ST N e A
: R A T R R
ST i AT
S A T B L
.x....r......:..,... e

e e .
b S
RN

<~:.
T
S d I HE

Sheet 6 of 6

St ...:.......”.“....H....m.v..w.........n o
N A I LR L Y ol Pyl o "
T
e .;..“.........". L ey
o Ll it Bttt
S

] H
H PELCTHAEL,
e A

e c 0 e
e gt e
Hea

e Cr R
T

..
R I T
oA .;..“.",.,..."......,.?,,,.,, b

-

) .r.r. ot .
O EG
o e

e

e A e
R
-
o ..“.......,“._......... - Ehh
L N A
T A e .......
P et e
e

e e B
o, .
e T A
]
b RO

L e
. VT R (RN
e Ly e,

o

,.
S
e L F R
R

et

s
LR Ty
AT e
P RO I oy
PPHERT, ......"..,..ﬁ”........... SRy
PR -
>..r.......?w.”f
A
o
A
et
]
e
e

T

A R o P
Lt i L
R e .

o,

REIY ".....”.u..”...u.

e

s
L T P
i e
A T e
By Bl T A
e b R
oo e FRet g et
T T T B T T

u....,,......f.,.,.......... i,

R AH h) L
s R T

. e L. .
R A
L T 5 ]
T e o
2 e

H o
R

H LAY
ot
Rt

Nov. 18, 2014

s

e ik

e B

e T
o

S
I
BN ......._...."..”.....n.“...",.,..“...qf...,.
YR O

U.S. Patent




US 8,887,931 B2

1
PRODUCE DISPLAY STAND

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The present mvention relates generally to retail display
devices for the point-of-sale display of produce and, more
particularly, to a produce display stand constructed out of
closed cell foam to support and protect produce while creat-
ing an aesthetically pleasing display.

2. Description of Prior Art

Produce display stands are well known 1n the industry.
Conventional display stands are constructed of multiple com-
ponents mvolving a labor-intensive manufacturing process.
In addition, because of the multiple components, seams,
joints, gaps, and other structures are ol necessity utilized,
providing access points to water, mold, and bacteria, which
can damage the produce. The device claimed herein seeks to
reduce these deficiencies.

It 1s therefore an objective of the present invention to pro-
vide a produce display stand that 1s monolithic 1n construc-
tion.

It 1s a further objective of the present invention to provide
a produce display stand that does not contain seams, joints, or
gaps.

It 1s yet a further objective of the present mvention to
provide a produce display stand that 1s impervious to water,
mold, and bacteria.

It 1s yet a further objective of the present imvention to
provide a produce display stand that protects the produce
placed thereon from bruising.

It 1s yet a further objective of the present imvention to
provide a produce display stand that displays the produce
placed thereon 1n an aesthetically pleasing manner.

It 1s yet a further objective of the present imvention to
provide a produce display stand that 1s simple to manufacture.

It 1s yet a further objective of the present mvention to
provide a produce display stand that 1s light weight and easy
to ship.

Other objectives of the present mvention will be readily
apparent from the description that follows.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, the mvention 1s directed to a device for
displaying produce, comprising a monolithic display member
constructed of a closed cell foam material, such as closed cell
pvc foam, with the top surface being upwardly inclined from
front to center and from rear to center, producing a substan-
tially convex top surface onto which produce 1s placed.
Placed across the top surface are vertically oriented divider
panels, each panel extending laterally from side to side. The
panels serve to retain the produce onto the top surface of the
display device while also providing for retention means for
keeping produce dispersed among a front region, one or more
central regions, and a rear region of the top surface of the
display device.

This aspect may include one or more of the following
teatures: the display member has two or more divider panels;
the display member has four divider panels; the divider panels
are oriented substantially parallel to each other; each divider
panel 1s substantially the same width as each other divider
panel; each divider panel 1s substantially the same thickness
as each other divider panel; each divider panel extends from
the left edge of the display member to the right edge of the
display member; one divider panel i1s located substantially
along the front edge of the display member, one panel 1s
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2

located substantially along the rear edge of the display mem-
ber, and the remaining panels are located between the first two
divider panels and spaced apart from them and from each
other; the section of the top surface of the display member
located between the front adjacent pair of divider panels 1s
larger 1n area than the section of the top surface of the display
member located between the rear adjacent pair of divider
panels; the section of the top surface of the display member
located between the front adjacent pair of divider panels 1s
larger 1n area than all other sections of the top surface of the
display member located between all other adjacent pairs of
divider panels; each section of the top surface of the display
member located between each adjacent pair of divider panels
1s substantially planar; each section of the top surface of the
display member located between each adjacent pair of divider
panels 1s curved smoothly upward; the top edge of each
divider panel 1s rounded; the left and right sides of the display
member are substantially parallel; the front and rear sides of
the display member are substantially parallel; each lateral
side of the display member 1s substantially perpendicular to
cach other lateral side to which 1t 1s adjacent; and the display
member has a width of between forty inches and fifty inches,
a depth of between forty inches and fifty-five inches, and a
height of between four inches and six inches.

Other {features and advantages of the invention are
described below.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective top view of the display member.

FIG. 2 15 a plan side view of the display member depicted
in FIG. 1. The opposite plan side view of the display member
1s substantially identical to FIG. 2.

FIG. 3 1s a plan front view of the display member depicted
in FIG. 1. The plan rear view of the display member 1s sub-
stantially identical to FIG. 3.

FIG. 4 1s a plan top view of the display member depicted 1n
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 1s a plan bottom view of the display member
depicted 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective bottom view of the display member
depicted 1n FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of one embodiment of a
produce display stand 1. In this embodiment, the produce
display stand 1 1s a monolithic, flexible display member con-
structed entirely of a foam material, and having a top surface
10, a bottom surtace 20, a front surface 30, a rear surface 40,
a left surface 50, a right surface 60, and two or more divider
panels 70. See FIGS. 1 and 6. Produce 1s placed onto the top
surface 10 between and among the divider panels 70. The
divider panels 70 hold the produce 1n place, thereby reducing
the possibility that the produce will roll or slide off the pro-
duce display stand 1, while still allowing the produce to be
visible and easily accessible. The produce display stand 1 1s
manufactured using a foam material. The foam may be open
celled or closed celled. In the preferred embodiment the foam
1s closed cell, such as closed cell pvc foam. The foam con-
struction cushions the produce and reduces bruising or other
damage. Due to its foam construction, the produce display
stand 1 1s light weight, flexible, and fully immersible 1n water
for easy cleaning and storage.

The top surface 10 of the produce display stand 1 has a
central region 14. See F1G. 4. The central region 14 1s located
between the front surface 30 and the rear surface 40. The top
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surface 10 1s upwardly inclined from the front surface 30
towards the central region 14 of the top surface 10 and 1s
upwardly inclined from the rear surface 40 towards the cen-
tral region 14 of the top surface 10. See FIG. 2. As such, the
produce display stand 1 has an elevated central region 14.
This allows for a more full display of produce when produce
1s placed onto the top surface 10 of the produce display stand
1.

The bottom surface 20, the front surface 30, the rear surface
40, the left surface 50, and the right surface 60 are all sub-
stantially planar. See FIGS. 2, 3, 5, and 6. The top surface 10
1s adjacent to the front surface 30, rear surface 40, left surface
50, and right surface 60. The bottom surface 20 1s likewise
adjacent to the front surface 30, rear surface 40, left surface
50, and right surface 60. The front surface 30 1s further adja-
cent to the left surface 50 and the right surface 60. Similarly,
the rear surface 40 1s also adjacent to the left surface 50 and
the right surface 60. In some embodiments, the front surface
30 1s substantially parallel to the rear surface 40, and 1n other
embodiments left surface 50 1s substantially parallel to the
right surface 60.

In some embodiments the front surface 30, rear surface 40,
left surface 50, and right surface 60 may be oriented w1th
respect to each other at angles other than right angles, thereby
forming a produce display device 1 having an non-rectangu-
lar base shape. This allows for the produce display stand 1 to
have a trapezoidal, rhomboidal, or irregular polygonal shape.
In the preferred embodiments, however, the front surface 30 1s
substantially perpendicular to the left surface 50 and substan-
tially perpendicular to the right surface 60, and the rear sur-
face 40 1s substantially perpendicular to the left surface 50
and substantially perpendicular to the rnight surface 60,
thereby forming a rectangular produce display stand 1. See
FIGS. 4 and 5.

Each of the divider panels 70 1s elongate and extends
upward from the top surface 10 of the produce display stand
1. See FIGS. 2 and 3. Each divider panel 70 1s oriented
substantially vertically and spaced apart from each other
divider panel 70. Each divider panel 70 extends laterally from
the left surface 50 towards the right surface 60. In some
embodiments, each of the divider panels 70 1s oriented sub-
stantially parallel to each other divider panel 70. In yet other
embodiment each of the divider panels 70 1s substantially the
same width as each other divider panel 70 and substantially
the same thickness as each other divider panel 70. In yet other
embodiments the top edge 78 of each divider panel 70 is
rounded. See FIG. 2. In the preferred embodiments the
divider panels 70 exhibit all of these properties.

In a preferred embodiment the produce display stand 1
comprises four divider panels 70. See FIGS. 1 and 2. The
front divider panel 72 1s located substantially along a front
edge of the produce display stand 1 contiguous with the front
surtace 30. The rear divider panel 76 1s located substantially
along a rear edge of the produce display stand 1 contiguous
with the rear surface 40. The two center divider panels 74 are
located between the front divider panel 72 and the rear divider
panel 76, with each center divider panel 74 being spaced apart
from the front and rear divider panels 72,76 and from the
other center divider panel 74. In this embodiment each of the
four divider panels 70 extends laterally from the left surface
50 to the right surface 60, each of the four divider panels 70 1s
oriented substantially parallel to each other divider panel 70,
cach of the four divider panels 70 1s substantially the same
width as each other divider panel 70, and each of the four
divider panels 70 1s substantially the same thickness as each
other divider panel 70. See FIG. 4. So configured, the front
divider panel 72 and the central divider panel 74 located
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nearest the front divider panel 72 define therebetween the
front region 12 of the top surface 10, the rear divider panel 76
and the central divider panel 74 located nearest the rear
divider panel 76 define therebetween the rear region 16 of the
top surface 10, and the two central divider panels 74 define
therebetween the central region 14 of the top surface 10. The
front region 12 of the top surface 10 1s upwardly inclined from
the front divider panel 72 towards the center divider panel 74
located nearest the front divider panel 72 and the rear region
16 of the top surface 10 1s upwardly inclined from the rear
divider panel 76 towards the center divider panel 74 located
nearest the rear divider panel 76. The central region 14 1s
oriented substantially horizontally.

In some embodiments the front region 12 of the top surface
10 1s larger 1n area than the rear region 16 of the top surface
10. See FIG. 4. In other embodiments the front region 12 of
the top surtace 10 1s larger 1n area than the central region 14 of
the top surface 10. In yet other embodiments the front region
12 of the top surface 10 1s larger 1n area than either the rear
region 16 of the top surface 10 or the central region 14 of the
top surface 10. In yet other embodiments the central region 14
of the top surface 10 1s larger 1n area than either the front
region 12 of the top surface 10 or the rear region 16 of the top
surface 10. In yet other embodiments the front region 12 of
the top surface 10, the central region 14 of the top surface 10,

and the rear region 16 of the top surface 10 have substantially
the same surface area.

In the preferred embodiments the front region 12 of the top
surface 10, the central region 14 of the top surface 10, and the
rear region 16 of the top surface 10 are each substantially
planar. See FIG. 2. In other embodiments the front region 12
of the top surface 10, the central region 14 of the top surface
10, and the rear region 16 of the top surface 10 are each curved
smoothly upward.

In other embodiments of the produce display stand 1 there
may be more than two central divider panels 76, defining
multiple central regions 14 of the top surface 10. In such
embodiments having an even number of central regions 14,
cach of the central regions 14 may be upwardly inclined
towards the center of the produce display stand 1. In such
embodiments having an odd number of central regions 14, the
center most central region 14 may be oriented substantially
horizontally and each of the remaining central regions 14 may
be upwardly inclined towards the center of the produce dis-
play stand 1.

The produce display stand 1 may, 1n some embodiments,
have one or more cavities 22 formed into 1ts bottom surface
20. See F1IGS. 5 and 6. The cavities 22 can be of any shape and
s1ze, and where multiple cavities 22 are used each may have
a shape and s1ze different from other cavities 22. No cavity 22,
however, may penetrate completely through the produce dis-
play stand 1, thereby preserving the integrity of the top sur-
face 10. The cavities 22 serve to lighted the overall weight of
the produce display stand 1, make it easier to be flexed and
even be rolled up, and save on manufacturing materials costs.
Where the produce display stand 1 1s placed onto an inclined
table or counter top, the cavities 22 may be placed over pegs
or other appendages extending upwardly from the inclined
surface, thereby preventing the produce display stand 1 from
sliding off the inclined surface.

The produce display stand 1 may be of varnied size. In one
embodiment, 1ts dimensions are between forty inches (101.6
cm) and fifty inches (127 cm) wide, as measured from left
surface 50 to the right surface 60, between forty inches (101.6
cm) and fifty-five inches (139.7 cm) deep, as measured from
front surface 30 to the rear surface 40, and between four
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inches (40.2 cm) and six inches (15.2 cm) high, as measured
from bottom surface 20 to the highest point of the top surface
10.
The produce display stand 1 may be manufactured using,
compression molding technology. It 1s created out of a foam
material, such as closed cell pvc foam. A liquid mixture of
closed cell foam material 1s first created. Then the liquid
mixture 1s placed into a mold through an aperture 1n the mold.
The liquid mixture within the mold 1s heated under pressure
until the liquid mixture expands and completely fills mold and
solidifies. The resulting solid material 1s removed from the
mold and cooled. During cooling, the solid material expands
to 1ts desired final size.
Among the advantages of the produce display stand 1 are
the following: The produce display stand 1 holds produce
securely and sately while also providing a visually appealing
display. The produce display stand’s 1 monolithic design
simplifies the manufacturing process and increases manufac-
turing efficiency. The monolithic design, coupled with its
foam material construction, eliminates the need for multiple
parts and provides a surface substantially impervious to
water, mold, bacteria, or other organic compounds. When
closed cell foam 1s used, 1ts properties also provide the benefit
that, should a surface of the produce display stand 1 sustain a
cut or have a portion broken off, the inner surface of the cut or
break will retain the same properties as the unbroken surtace.
In addition, because the invention 1s made of a foam material,
it provides greater protection against bruising or damage.
That 1s, 1f a surface of the produce display stand 1 1s damaged,
the underlying material has the same cushioning properties as
the surface. Thus, the produce 1s protected even 1f the produce
display stand 1 1s damaged.
The mvention 1s not limited to what 1s described in the
foregoing embodiments. For example, although a produce
display stand 1 1s described in detail, the principles described
herein may be used in the construction and manufacture of
any type of stand for displaying other types of perishable
and/or damageable goods.
Other embodiments not specifically set forth herein are
also within the scope of the following claims, whereby modi-
fications and variations can be made to the disclosed embodi-
ments of the method of the present invention without depart-
ing from the subject or spirit of the invention as defined 1n the
following claims.
What 1s claimed:
1. A device for displaying produce, comprising:
a monolithic, flexible display member constructed entirely
of a foam maternal, and having a top surface, a bottom
surface, a front surface, a rear surface, a left surface, a
right surface, and four divider panels;
with the top surface having a central region, a front region,
and a rear region, said top surface being adjacent to the
front, rear, left, and right surfaces,
said front region of the top surface located between the
front surface and the central region and being
upwardly inclined from the front surface towards the
central region of the top surface,

said rear region of the top surface located between the
rear surface and the central region and being upwardly
inclined from the rear surface towards the central
region of the top surface, and

said central region of the top surface located between the
front surface and the rear surface and

being oriented substantially horizontally,

the bottom surface being substantially planar, said bottom
surface being adjacent to the front, rear, left, and right
surfaces,
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the front surface being substantially planar, said front sur-
face being adjacent to left and right surfaces,

the rear surface being substantially planar, said rear surface
being adjacent to the leit and right surtaces,

the left surface being substantially planar, and

the right surface being substantially planar;

with each of the four divider panels being elongate and
extending upward from the top surface, each said divider
panel being oriented substantially vertically and spaced
apart from each other divider panel, wherein one of the
four divider panels 1s a front divider panel, one of the
four divider panels 1s a rear divider panel, and the
remaining two divider panels are center divider panels,

with the front divider panel located substantially along a

front edge of the display member contiguous with the

front surface,
the rear divider panel located substantially along a rear

edge of the display member contiguous with the rear

surface, and
the two center divider panels located between the front
divider panel and the rear divider panel each center
divider panel being spaced apart from the front and rear
divider panels and from the other center divider panel,
with each of the four divider panels extending laterally
from the left surface to the right surface

cach of the four divider panels oriented substantially par-

allel to each other divider panel,

cach of the four divider panels substantially the same width

as each other divider panel, and

cach of the four divider panels substantially the same thick-

ness as each other divider panel;

with said central region of the top surface located between

the two central divider panels,

said front region of the top surface located between the

front divider panel and the central divider panel located
nearest the front divider panel, and

said rear region of the top surface located between the rear

divider panel and the central divider panel located near-
est the rear divider panel.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the front region of the top
surface 1s larger 1n area than the rear region of the top surface.

3. The device of claim 1 wherein the front region of the top
surface 1s larger 1n area than the central region of the top
surtace.

4. The device of claim 1 wherein the front region of the top
surface 1s substantially planar, the central region of the top
surface 1s substantially planar, and the rear region of the top
surface 1s substantially planar.

5. The device of claim 1 wherein the front region of the top
surface 1s curved smoothly upward, the central region of the
top surface 1s curved smoothly upward, and the rear region of
the top surtace 1s curved smoothly upward.

6. A device for displaying produce, comprising:

a monolithic, flexible display member constructed entirely

of a closed cell foam material, and having a top surface,
a bottom surface, a front surface, a rear surface, a left
surface, a right surface, a front divider panel, a rear
divider panel, a first central divider panel, and a second
central divider panel,

with the top surface being adjacent to the front, rear, leit,

and right surfaces,
the bottom surface being substantially planar and having a
plurality of cavities formed 1nto 1t, said bottom surface
being adjacent to the front, rear, left, and right surfaces,

the front surface being substantially planar, said front sur-
face being adjacent to left and right surfaces,
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the rear surface being substantially planar, said rear surface
being adjacent to the left and right surfaces,

the left surface being substantially planar and substantially
perpendicular to the bottom surface, to the front surface,
and to the rear surface,

the right surface being substantially planar and substan-
tially perpendicular to the bottom surface, to the front
surface, and to the rear surface, and

cach of the divider panels 1s elongate and extends upward
from the top surtace, each said divider panel being ori-
ented substantially vertically and spaced apart from each
other divider panel, each of the four divider panels
extends laterally from the left surface to the right sur-
face, each of the four divider panels 1s oriented substan-
tially parallel to each other divider panel, each of the four
divider panels 1s substantially the same width as each
other divider panel, each of the four divider panels 1s
substantially the same thickness as each other divider

10

15

panel, and each of the four divider panels has a rounded 20

top edge,

with the front divider panel located substantially along a
front edge of the display member contiguous with the
front surface,

8

the rear divider panel located substantially along a rear
edge of the display member contiguous with the rear
surface,

the first central divider panel located between the front
divider panel and the second central divider panel, and

the second central divider panel located between the rear
divider panel and the first central divider panel,

wherein a front region of the top surface 1s located between
the front divider panel and the first central divider panel,
a rear region of the top surface 1s located between the
rear divider panel and the second central divider panel,
and a central region of the top surface 1s located between
the two central divider panels,

with the front region of the top surface being substantially
planar and upwardly inclined from the front divider
panel towards the first center divider panel, the rear
region of the top surface being substantially planar and
upwardly inclined from the rear divider panel towards
the second center divider panel, and the central region
being substantially planar and orniented substantially
horizontally, and

the front region of the top surface being larger in area than

cither the rear region of the top surface or the central
region of the top surface.

% o *H % ex



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

