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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
PROCESSING A PREAMBLE OF A PACKET

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS D

This application 1s a divisional application of U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/467,010, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,175,119,
entitled “Efficient Physical Layer Preamble Format,” filed on
May 15, 2009, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 1©
Patent Applications Nos. 61/053,526, filed on May 15, 2008,
61/078,9235, filed on Jul. 8, 2008, 61/080,514, filed on Jul. 14,
2008, 61/084,133, filed on Jul. 28, 2008, 61/084,776, filed on
Jul. 30, 2008, 61/083,763, filed on Aug. 1, 2008, 61/090,038,
filed on Aug. 19, 2008, 61/091,885, filed on Aug. 26, 2008, 15
61/098,128, filed on Sep. 18, 2008, 61/098,970, filed on Sep.

22, 2008, 61/099,790, filed on Sep. 24, 2008, 61/100,112,
filed on Sep. 25, 2008, and 61/102,1352, filed on Oct. 2, 2008.
The disclosures of the above-referenced applications are
hereby incorporated by reference herein in their entireties. 29

This application 1s also related to the following commonly-
owned patent applications: U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/466,984, entitled “FEftlicient Physical Layer Preamble For-
mat” and ﬁled on May 15, 2009, U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 12/466,997, entitled “E icient Physical Layer Preamble 25
Format,” ﬁled on May 15, 2009, and 1ssued as U.S. Pat. No.
8,175,118, and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/467,022,
entitled “Apparatus for Generating Spreading Sequences and
Determining Correlation™ and filed on May 15, 2009. The
disclosures of these related applications are hereby incorpo- 3Y
rated by reference herein 1n their entireties.

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

The present disclosure relates generally to communication 35
systems and, more particularly, to information formats for
exchanging information via communication channels.

BACKGROUND
40
An ever-increasing number of relatively mnexpensive, low
power wireless data communication services, networks and
devices have been made available over the past number of
years, promising near wire speed transmission and reliability.
Various wireless technology 1s described 1n detail 1in several 45

[ 1

IEEE standards documents, including for example, the IEEE
Standard 802.11b (1999) and its updates and amendments, as

well as the IEEE 802.15.3 Drait Standard (2003) and the
IEEE 802.15.3¢ Dratt D0.0 Standard, all of which are collec-
tively incorporated herein fully by reference. 50

As one example, a type of a wireless network known as a
wireless personal area network (WPAN) mnvolves the inter-
connection of devices that are typically, but not necessarily,
physically located closer together than wireless local area
networks (WLANs) such as WLANs that conform to the 55
IEEE Standard 802.11a. Recently, the interest and demand
for particularly high data rates (e.g., in excess of 1 Gbps) 1n
such networks has signiﬁcantly increased. One approach to
realizing high data rates in a WPAN 1s to use hundreds of
MHz, or even several GHz, of bandwidth. For example, the 60
unhcensed 60 GHz band provides one such possible range of
operation.

In general, transmission systems compliant with the IEEE
802 standards support one or both of a Single Carrier (SC)
mode of operation or an Orthogonal Frequency Division Mul- 65
tiplexing (OFDM) mode of operation to achieve higher data
transmission rates. For example, a simple, low-power hand-

2

held device may operate only 1n the SC mode, a more com-
plex device that supports a longer range of operation may
operate only 1 the OFDM mode, and some dual-mode
devices may switch between SC and OFDM modes.

Generally speaking, the use of OFDM divides the overall
system bandwidth into a number of frequency sub-bands or
channels, with each frequency sub-band being associated
with a respective subcarrier upon which data may be modu-
lated. Thus, each frequency sub-band of the OFDM system
may be viewed as an independent transmission channel
within which to send data, thereby increasing the overall
throughput or transmission rate of the communication sys-
tem. During operation, a transmitter operating in the OFDM
mode may encode the information bits (which may include
error correction encoding and interleaving), spread the
encoded bits using a certain spreading sequence, map the
encoded bits to symbols of a 64 quadrature amplitude modu-
lation (QAM) multi-carrier constellation, for example, and
transmit the modulated and upconverted signals after appro-
priate power amplification to one or more receivers, resulting
in a relatively high-speed time domain signal with a large
peak-to-average ratio (PAR).

Likewise, the recervers generally include a radio frequency
(RF) receiving unit that performs correlation and demodula-
tion to recover the transmitted symbols, and these symbols
are then processed 1n a Viterb1 decoder to estimate or deter-
mine the most likely identity of the transmitted symbol. The
recovered and recognized stream of symbols 1s then decoded,
which may include deinterleaving and error correction using
any ol a number of known error correction techniques, to
produce a set of recovered signals corresponding to the origi-
nal signals transmitted by the transmutter.

Specifically with respect to wideband wireless communi-
cation systems that operate 1n the 60 GHz band, the IEEE
802.15.3¢ Draft D0.0 Standard (“the Proposed Standard™)
proposes that each packet transmitted via a communication
channel include a preamble to provide synchronization and
training information; a header to provide the basic parameters
of the physical layer (PHY) such as length of the payload.,
modulation and coding method, etc.; and a payload portion. A
preamble consistent with the Proposed Standard includes a
synchronization field (SYNC) to indicate the beginning of a
block of transmitted information for signal detection, a start
frame delimiter (SFD) field to signal the beginning of the
actual frame, and a channel estimation sequence (CES).
These fields can carry information for recerver algorithms
related to automatic gain control (AGC) setting, antenna
diversity selection or phase array setting, timing acquisition,
coarse Irequency offset estimation, channel estimation, etc.
For each of the SC and OFDM modes of operation, the
Proposed Standard specifies a umique PHY preamble struc-
ture, 1.e., particular lengths of SYNC, SFD, and CES fields as
well as spreading sequences and cover codes (sequences of
symbols transmitted using the corresponding spreading
sequences ) for each PHY preamble field.

In addition to being associated with separate structures 1n
SC and OFDM modes, the frame of a PHY preamble consis-
tent with the Proposed Standard fails to address other poten-
tial problems such as low sensitivity, for example. In particu-
lar, the recerver of a PHY preamble may use either a coherent
or a noncoherent method to detect the beginning of the SFD
field and accordingly establish frame timing. In general, the
coherent method requires channel estimation based on the
signal 1n the SYNC field, which may be performed 1n an
adaptive fashion. However, the SYNC signal may be too short
for channel estimation adaptation to converge to a reliable
value. On the other hand, the noncoherent method 1s not based
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on channel estimation and 1s generally simpler. However, the
noncoherent method 1s associated with low sensitivity, 1.e.,

frame timing accuracy may be poor at low signal-to-noise
(SNR) levels. Because frame timing 1s critical to recerving the
entire packet, low sensitivity 1n frame timing detection sig-
nificantly limits overall performance.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a method for processing a preamble of
a data packet, recerved via a communication channel, using a
pair of complementary sequences, wherein a sum of out-oi-
phase aperiodic autocorrelation coetficients of the pair of
complementary sequences 1s zero, and wherein the preamble
includes a first field that provides synchronization informa-
tion and a second field that provides channel estimation infor-
mation, includes at least one of (1) correlating a received
signal corresponding to the preamble with at least one
sequence of the pair of complementary sequences to generate
a plurality of respective correlation signals, or (1) autocorre-
lating the received signal to generate an autocorrelation sig-
nal. The method also includes determining a cover code 1n the
preamble using at least one of (1) the plurality of respective
correlation signals, or (11) the autocorrelation signal. The
method also includes using the cover code to decode the
preamble.

In various implementations, one or more of the following
features may be included. The cover code may be 1n the first
field. The cover code may indicate at least one of (1) a piconet
identity, (11) a header rate, or (111) one of a single carrier (SC)
mode or an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) mode. The cover code may be 1n the second field.
The method may further include determining a beginning of
the second field based on the plurality of respective correla-
tion signals or the autocorrelation signal. Each of the pair of
complementary sequences may be a 128-chip Golay spread-
ing sequence associated with a weight vector W and a delay
vector D, Wmay beequalto[11-11-11-1], and D may be
oneof[1248163264],[6416321824],0or[64321684
2 1]. The method may further include detecting a first channel
estimation (CES) symbol 1n the second field and detecting a
second CES symbol in the second field, and the first CES
symbol and the second CES symbol may be complementary
sequences. A length of each sequence of the pair of comple-
mentary sequences may be an integer N, and a length of each
of the first CES symbol and the second CES symbol may be
at least 4N. The first CES symbol may be u consistent with the
format v=[_.,a ,b _,a .b], the second CES symbol may be v
consistent with the format v=[c.ac b c.a c,b], a may be a first
Golay spreading sequence, b may be a second Golay spread-
ing sequence complementary to a, each of ¢, ¢,, €5, C4, Cs, Ce.,
C-,, and ¢, may be +1 or -1, ¢, may be equal to ¢, and u and
v may be complementary Golay sequences. An ending por-
tion of the first CES symbol may serve as a cyclic prefix of the
second CES symbol, and/or a beginning portion of the second
CES symbol may serve as a cyclic postfix of the first CES
symbol.

In another embodiment, a device configured to receive, via
a communication channel, a data packet having a preamble
that includes a first field that provides synchronization infor-
mation and a second field that provides channel estimation
information, icludes a processor. The processor 1s config-
ured to, at least one of, (1) correlate a recerved signal corre-
sponding to the preamble with at least one sequence of a pair
of complementary sequences to generate a plurality of
respective correlation signals, wherein a sum of out-of-phase
aperiodic autocorrelation coetlicients of the pair of comple-
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mentary sequences 1s zero, or (11) autocorrelate the recerved
signal to generate an autocorrelation signal. The processor 1s
also configured to determine a cover code 1n the preamble
using at least one of (1) the plurality of respective correlation
signals, or (11) the autocorrelation signal, and to use the cover
code to decode the preamble.

In various implementations, one or more of the following
features may be included. The cover code may be 1n the first
field. The cover code may indicate at least one of (1) a piconet
identity, (11) a header rate, or (111) one of a single carrier (SC)
mode or an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) mode. The cover code may be 1n the second field.
The processor may be further configured to determine a
beginning of the second field based on the plurality of respec-
tive correlation signals or the autocorrelation signal. Each of
the pair of complementary sequences may be a 128-chip
Golay spreading sequence associated with a weight vector W
and a delay vector D, W may beequalto[11-11-11 -1],
and Dmaybeoncol[1248163264],[6416321824],or
[6432 168 4 2 1]. The processor may be further configured to
detect a first channel estimation (CES) symbol in the second
field and detect a second CES symbol 1n the second field, and
the first CES symbol and the second CES symbol may be
complementary sequences. A length of each sequence of the
pair ol complementary sequences may be an integer N, and a
length of each of the first CES symbol and the second CES
symbol may be at least 4N. The first CES symbol may be u
consistent with the format uv=[c,a c,b cia c,b], the second
CES symbol may be v consistent with the format v=[c.a c b
C«a Cb], amay be a first Golay spreading sequence, b may be
a second Golay spreading sequence complementary to a, each
of ¢, C,, C5, Cy, Cs, Cg, C5, and ¢, may be +1 or -1, ¢, may be
equal to c,, and u and v may be complementary Golay
sequences. An ending portion of the first CES symbol may
serve as a cyclic prefix of the second CES symbol, and/or a
beginning portion of the second CES symbol may serve as a
cyclic postiix of the first CES symbol.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a communication system
including a transmitter and a receiver that may communicate
using eificient PHY preambles;

FIG. 2 depicts block diagrams of a transmitter and a
receiver that may operate 1n the system of 1 FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram of a prior art PHY preamble for
the SC communication mode;

FIG. 4 15 a block diagram of a prior art PHY preamble for
the OFDM communication mode;

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram of an example PHY preamble
controller that generates an etficient PHY preamble;

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram of an example PHY preamble
processor that processes the efficient PHY preamble gener-
ated by the PHY preamble controller illustrated 1n FIG. §;

FIG. 7 depicts several example correlation diagrams of a
received signal and a pair of complementary Golay
sequences;

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram of a general structure of an
example efficient PHY preamble including a short training
field (STF) and a long training field (LTF);

FIG. 9 15 a block diagram of an efficient PHY preamble 1n
which a pair of complementary spreading sequences signal
the boundary between two training fields;

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram of an efficient PHY preamble

that omits cyclic postfixes in the long training field;
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FIG. 11 1s a block diagram of an efficient PHY preamble in
which the last period of the short traiming field corresponds to

the cyclic prefix of the first CES symbol 1n the long training,

field;
FIG. 12 1s a block diagram of an etficient PHY preamble

with four-period CES symbols, in which a pair of comple-
mentary spreading sequences signal the boundary between
two training fields;

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram of an efficient PHY preamble

with four-period CES symbols that omits cyclic postiixes in
the long training field;
FIG. 14 1s a block diagram of an etficient PHY preamble

with four-period CES symbols in which the last period of the
short training field corresponds to the cyclic prefix of the first

CES symbol 1n the long training field;

FIG. 15 1s a block diagram of an efficient PHY preamble
with four-period CES symbols in which the last period of the
short training field corresponds to the cyclic prefix of the first
CES symbol 1n the long training field, and the first period of
the second CES symbol corresponds to the cyclic postiix of
the first CES symbol;

FIG. 16 1s a block diagram of an efficient PHY preamble
that includes a frame delimiter that corresponds to the cyclic
prefix of the first CES symbol of the long training field;

FIG. 17 1s a block diagram of an etficient PHY preamble
that includes a frame delimiter that includes a cyclic prefix of
the first CES symbol of the long training field;

FIG. 18 1s a block diagram of an etficient PHY preamble
with four-period CES symbols in which the last period of the
short training field corresponds to the cyclic prefix of the first
CES symbol in the long training field, and the last period of
the first CES symbol corresponds to the cyclic prefix of the
second CES symbol;

FI1G. 191s ablock diagram of the efficient PHY preamble of
FIG. 18 1n which the cyclic postiix of the second CES symbol
1s omitted;

FIG. 20 1s a block diagram of another example of a PHY
preamble that includes a frame delimiter at the end of STF;

FIG. 21 1s a block diagram of the efficient PHY preamble of
FIG. 20 1n which the cyclic postiix of the second CES symbol
1S omitted;

FI1G. 22 1s a block diagram of the efficient PHY preamble of
FIG. 16 thatuses other CES symbols 1n the long training field;

FI1G. 23 1s ablock diagram of the efficient PHY preamble of
FIG. 22 1n which the cyclic postiix of the second CES symbol
1s omitted;

FIG. 24 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format
corresponding to the preamble of FIG. 15 in which the selec-
tion of one of two complementary sequences 1n the STF and

[LTF fields indicates the selection of a PHY communication
mode (e.g., SC mode or OFDM mode);

FIG. 25 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format
corresponding to the PHY preamble of FIG. 16 1n which the

selection of one of two complementary spreading sequences
in the STF and LTF fields indicates the selection of a PHY

communication mode (e.g., SC mode or OFDM mode);
FIG. 26 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format
corresponding to the PHY preamble of FIG. 16 in which the
selection of one of two complementary spreading sequences
in the STF field indicates the selection of a PHY communi-

cation mode (e.g., SC mode or OFDM mode);
FIG. 27 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format
corresponding to the PHY preamble of FIG. 20 in which the

selection of one of two complementary spreading sequences
in the STF and LTF fields indicates the selection of a PHY

communication mode (e.g., SC mode or OFDM mode);
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FIG. 28 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format
corresponding to the PHY preamble of FIG. 20 in which the

selection of one of two complementary spreading sequences
in the STF field indicates the selection of a PHY communi-
cation mode (e.g., SC mode or OFDM mode);

FIG. 29 1s a block diagram of an efficient PHY preamble in
which an SFD sequence between the STF and LTF fields
indicates the selection of a PHY communication mode:

FIG. 30 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format 1n
which a cover code applied to the STF field indicates the

selection of a PHY communication mode (e.g., SC mode or
OFDM mode);

FIG. 31 1s a block diagram of another PHY preamble
format 1n which a cover code applied to the STF field 1ndi-
cates the selection of a PHY commumnication mode (e.g., SC
mode or OFDM mode);

FIG. 32 1s a block diagram of an PHY preamble format 1n
which the order of CES symbols indicates the selection of a
PHY communication mode (e.g., SC mode or OFDM mode);

FIG. 33 1s a block diagram of another PHY preamble
format 1n which the order of CES symbols indicates the
selection of a PHY communication mode (e.g., SC mode or
OFDM mode);

FIG. 34 1s a block diagram of several example STF codes 1n
which the selection of a sequence and a cover code indicates
the selection of a PHY communication mode (e.g., SC Regu-
lar mode, SC Low Rate mode, or OFDM mode);

FIG. 35 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format in
which the selection of one of sequences in the STF, and
selection of SFD fields signals the selection of a PHY com-
munication mode (e.g., SC Regular mode, SC Low Rate
mode, or OFDM mode);

FIG. 36 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format 1n
which selection of sequences in the STF field and the pattern
in the SFD field indicates the selection of a PHY communi-
cation mode (e.g., SC Regular mode, SC Low Rate mode, or
OFDM mode);

FIG. 37 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format 1n
which cover codes 1n the STF and SFD fields indicate the
selection of a PHY communication mode (e.g., SC Regular
mode, SC Low Rate mode, or OFDM mode);

FIG. 38 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble format 1n
which the selection of a sequence 1n the STF field and the
order of CES training symbols indicates the selection of a
PHY communication mode (e.g., SC Regular mode, SC Low
Rate mode, or OFDM mode);

FIG. 39 1s a block diagram of a PHY preamble 1n which the
length of the LTF field 1s different for different PHY commu-
nication modes;

FIG. 40 1s a block diagram of a Golay code generator that
generates elficient Golay sequences for use by devices 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 41 1s a block diagram of a correlator for correlating,
with Golay sequences;

FIG. 42 1s a block diagram of a correlator for use with the
PHY preamble illustrated in FI1G. 15 and that incorporates the
correlator of FIG. 41; and

FIG. 43 1s a block diagram of a correlator for use with the
PHY preamble illustrated in FI1G. 18 and that incorporates the

correlator of FIG. 41.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of an example wireless commu-
nication system 10 1n which devices, such as a transmitting
device 12 and arecerving device 14, may transmit and recerve
data packets via a shared wireless communication channel 16.
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In one embodiment, the devices 12 and 14 may communicate
according to a communication protocol that utilizes an effi-
cient PHY preamble format as described in greater detail
below. Each of the devices 12 and 14 may be, for example, a
mobile station or a non-mobile station equipped with a set of
one or more antennas 20-24 and 30-34, respectively.
Although the wireless communication system 10 illustrated
in FIG. 1 includes two devices 12, 14, each with three anten-
nas, the wireless communication system 10 may, of course,
include any number of devices, each equipped with the same
or a different number of antennas (e.g., 1, 2, 3, 4 antennas and
SO on).

Also, 1t will be noted that although the wireless communi-
cation system 10 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1 includes a transmitting
device 12 and a recerving device 14, devices 1n the wireless
communication system 10 may generally operate in multiple
modes (e.g., a transmit mode and a recetve mode). Accord-
ingly, in some embodiments, antennas 20-24 and 30-34 may
support both transmission and reception. Alternatively or
additionally, a given device may include separate transmuit
antennas and separate receive antennas. It will be also under-
stood that because each of the devices 12 and 14 may have a
single antenna or multiple antennas, the wireless communi-
cation system 10 may be a multiple input, multiple output
(MIMO) system, a multiple input, single output (MISO) sys-
tem, a single input, multiple output (SIMO) system, or a
single mput, single output (SISO) system.

FIG. 2 illustrates, 1n relevant part, the architectures of the
transmitting device 12 and the recerving device 14. The trans-
mitting device 12 may generally convert a sequence of infor-
mation bits into signals appropriate for transmission through
a wireless channel (e.g., channel 16 of FIG. 1). More specifi-
cally, the transmitting device 12 may include an encoder 52
(e.g., a convolution encoder) that encodes information bits, a
spreader 34 that converts each encoded bit to a sequence of
chips, and a modulator 56 that modulates the encoded chips
into data symbols, which are mapped and converted to signals
appropriate for transmission via one or more transmit anten-
nas 20-24. In general, the modulator 56 may implement any
desired modulation techniques based on one or more of phase
shift keying, binary phase-shift keying (BPSK), /2 BPSK (in
which modulation 1s rotated by /2 for each symbol or chip so
that the maximum phase shiit between adjacent symbols/
chips 1s reduced from 180° to 90°), quadrature phase-shiit
keying (QPSK), m/2 QPSK, frequency modulation, amplitude
modulation, quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM), m/2
QAM, on-oif keying, minimum-shiit keying, Gaussian mini-
mum-shiit keying, dual alternative mark mversion (DAMI),
etc In some embodiments, the modulator 56 may include a
bit-to-symbol mapper 70 that maps encoded bits mto sym-
bols, and a symbol-to-stream mapper 72 that maps the sym-
bols mto multiple parallel streams. If only one transmit
antenna 1s utilized, the symbol-to-stream mapper 72 may be
omitted. Information 1s transmitted 1n data units such as pack-
ets. Such data units typically include a PHY preamble and a
PHY payload. To generate the PHY preamble, a PHY pre-
amble controller 74 receives controls parameters via a control
input 76 and sends commands to the spreader 54 and, option-
ally, the modulator 56, as discussed 1n more detail below. The
transmitting device 50 may include various additional mod-
ules that, for purposes of clarity and conciseness, are not
illustrated 1n FIG. 2. For example, the transmitting device 50
may include an interleaver that interleaves the encoded bits to
mitigate burst errors. The transmitting device 30 may further
include a radio frequency (RF) front end for performing fre-
quency upconversion, various filters, power amplifiers, and
SO On.
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The recerving device 14 may include a pre-processor for
space-time processing and equalizer 90 coupled to one or
more recerve antennas 30-34, a PHY preamble processor 92,
a demodulator 94, and a decoder 96. The unit 90 may include
an equalizer. It will be understood that the recerving device 14
may also include other components such as filters, analog-to-
digital converters, etc. that are omitted from FIG. 2 for the
purposes of clarity and conciseness. The preamble processor
92 may process the recerved signal in co-operation with the
demodulator 94.

In some embodiments, the devices 12 and 14 may commu-
nicate using an efficiently formatted PHY preamble that
includes the information included in the PHY preamble
specified by the IEEE 802.15.3¢ Dratt D0.0 Standard, but 1s
of a shorter duration. In some embodiments, the devices 12
and 14 convey additional information via the PHY preamble
(e.g., PHY communication mode, piconet 1d, etc.). Further,
the devices 12 and 14 may use a common preamble 1n differ-
ent modes of operation (e.g., SC mode and OFDM mode).

To better 1llustrate the techniques of efficient PHY pre-
amble formatting, prior art formats for SC and OFDM PHY
preambles 1 the IEEE 802.15.3¢ Draft D0.0 Standard, as
well as several relevant concepts related to wireless commu-
nications, are first discussed with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4.
FIG. 3 1s a diagram of a SC mode packet 120 that includes an
SCPHY preamble 122 having a SYNC field 124, an SFD field
126, and a CES field 128; a frame header 130; and a payload
with a frame check sequence (FCS) 132. As indicated above,
receivers generally use the PHY preamble for AGC setting,
antenna diversity selection or phase array setting, timing
acquisition, coarse frequency olifset estimation, packet and
frame synchronization, and channel estimation. The SYNC
field 132 of the PHY preamble 122 has n periods, each of time
T, during each of which a 128-chip preamble sequence (or
“code”) s, 4 ,, 18 transmitted with a positive or negative polar-
ity. In general, the time of transmission of a preamble
sequence may be T. In some embodiments, the length of
transmission ol a preamble sequence may be less than T.

Depending on the modulation scheme, one, two, four, or
other numbers of data bits or chips may be mapped to a single
symbol. For example, BPSK modulation maps each binary
digit to one of two symbols, while QPSK maps each pair of
binary digits to one of four symbols or constellation points.
For example, a {0,0} bit tuple may be mapped to a first
constellation point, a [0,1] bit tuple may be mapped to a
second constellation point, a [1,0] bit tuple may be mapped to
a third constellation point, and a [1,1] bit tuple may be
mapped to a fourth constellation point. Thus, QPSK defines
four symbols, and each symbol may correspond to a particu-
lar combination of two binary digits. Other modulation
schemes such as 8-QAM, 16-QAM, 32-QAM, 64-QAM etc.,
may also be utilized.

According to the IEEE 802.15.3¢ Dratft D0.0 Standard, the
sequences s, q . are modulated using a 5t/2 binary phase-shift
keying (BPSK) scheme. In the n/2 BPSK scheme, each chip
1s mapped to one of two symbols that are 180° apart, and the
modulation scheme rotates counterclockwise by m/2 each
chip. For instance, a first chip in the sequence may be mapped
to one of -1 or +1, whereas the next chip 1n the sequence 1s
mapped to one of 4] or —. The sequences s,,5 ,, and —s, .z ,,
may be viewed as binary complements of each other. Also, the
modulated signals corresponding to the sequences +s,,z ,
and -s,,5 ,, Will have a 180° phase shift with respect to each
other.

Referring again to FIG. 3, in the notation s, 4 ,,, the sub-
script m 1s an index of one of several available sequences s .
In particular, three sequences, S,z 1, S;,55, and 8,4 3, are
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specified for SC mode, with each of the sequences corre-
sponding to a respective piconet 1d. Once selected, the same
spreading sequence 1s applied in every period of the fields
SYNC 124 and SEFD 126, as 1llustrated in FIG. 3.

Asused herein, the term “cover code” refers to how a series
of preamble sequences are augmented to form a longer
sequence. For example, for a sequence [+a, —a, +a, —a], where
a 1s a preamble code, the cover code may be represented as
[+1, -1, +1, -1], where -1 may indicate that the binary
complement of the code a is utilized, or that the modulated
signal corresponding to code —a 1s phase shifted by 180° with
respect to the modulated signal corresponding to code +a. In
this example [+a, —a, +a, —a], the cover code could be repre-
sented differently, such as [1, 0, 1, 0], where O indicates that
—a1s utilized. In some embodiments, the longer sequence can
be formed by spreading the cover code by one or more pre-
amble sequences. For istance, the sequence [+a, —a, +a, —a]
could be generated by spreading the cover code [+1, -1, +1,
—-1] (or [1, O, 1, O]) by the preamble (or spreading) code a.
Similarly, a sequence [+a, —b, —a, +a] could be generated by
spreading a cover code [+1, -1, -1, +1] (or[1, 0, O, 1]) by the
preamble (or spreading) code a and a preamble (or spreading)
code b. In other words, +a could be generated by spreading +1
with a, —b could be generated by spreading —1 with b, and so
on. Referring again to FIG. 3, the cover code for the SYNC
field 124 may be represented as [+1, +1, . . . +1]. The cover
code for the SFD field 126 1s a sequence with a length of four.
It may vary depending on the particular preamble that 1s to be
transmitted (e.g., one of two different lengths for the CES
ficld 128, and one of four different header spreading factors),
but 1t always begins with —1 (or some other indicator, such as
0, to indicate that the code -s, 5 ,, 15 to be utilized).

With continued reference to FIG. 3, the CES field 128
includes 256-chip complementary Golay sequences a, s,
and b, .. To reduce the effect of inter-symbol interterence
(ISI), the sequences a5 ,, and b, s, are preceded by respec-
tive cyclic prefixes (a,,, ,, and b, ., copies ot the last 123
chips ofthe corresponding sequence) and followed by respec-
tive postfixes (a,, ,,and b copies of the first 128 chips of

OS5, 711 pos,n’

the corresponding sequence).

FIG. 4 1s a diagram of an OFDM mode packet 150 that
includes an OFDM PHY preamble 152 having a SYNC field
154, an SFD field 156, and a CES field 158; a {frame header
160; and a payload with a frame check sequence (FCS) 162.
During each period of the SYNC field 154, a sequence s, 15
transmitted. Fach sequence s, , corresponds to four 128-chip
preamble sequences a,,, augmented according to a cover
code [c,, C,, C5, C4]. Stmilarly, he SFD field 156 1s a sequence
t.,, that corresponds to four sequences a,,., but augmented
according to a cover code [d,, d,, d,, d,]. The CES field 158
comprises 512-chip sequences us, , and v, , and correspond-
ing prefixes (u,,, and v, ). The entire packet 150 1s OFDM
modulated.

As can be seen 1n FIGS. 3 and 4, different preamble formats
are utilized for SC mode packets and OFDM mode packets.
Additionally, the preambles 1n the SC mode and the OFDM
mode are modulated differently. The present application dis-
closes embodiments of efficient PHY preamble formats and
techniques for formatting and processing such PHY pre-
ambles that permit a common preamble format to be utilized
tor both SC mode packets and OFDM mode packets. Further,
in some embodiments, efficient PHY preamble formats allow
devices to detect boundaries of and/or between preamble
fields (e.g., detecting the beginning of the CES field) based on
signal correlation and without relying on cover codes. More-
over, 1n some embodiments, the SFD field may be entirely
omitted 1n the PHY preamble 1f desired. In some embodi-
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ments, the efficient PHY preamble of the present disclosure
includes a short training field (STF) generally associated with
synchronization information, followed by a long training
field (LTF) generally associated with channel estimation
information. Still further, in some embodiments, efficient
PHY preamble formatting allows certain preamble sequences
to tulfill multiple functions, and thereby reduce the overall
length of the PHY preamble. For example, a preamble
sequence may serve as both a cyclic prefix of a CES symbol
and a field delimiter. In some embodiments, an efficient PHY
preamble may signal additional information using CES
sequence ordering.

Referring again to FI1G. 2, the PHY preamble controller 74
of the transmitter 12 generally controls the generation of the
PHY preamble. Similarly, the PHY preamble processor 92 of
the receiver 14 generally analyzes the PHY preamble to, for
example, 1dentily the location of fields and/or field bound-
aries 1n the PHY preamble, decode information encoded 1n
the PHY preamble, etc. The PHY preamble controller 74 1s
discussed 1n detail with reference to FIG. 5, followed by a
discussion of the PHY preamble processor 92 with reference
to FIG. 6.

Referring to FIG. 5, the PHY preamble controller 74 may
receive various mput parameters via the control input 76. In
one embodiment, the mput parameters may include a PHY
mode selector 190 to indicate, for example, one of various SC
and OFDM modes of communication; a piconet identifier
selector 192 to receive piconet information; a header rate
identifier 194 to recerve, for example, an indication of a rate
(e.g., SC (Regular) rate or SC Low Rate Common Mode rate);
channel estimation parameters 196; etc. In some embodi-
ments, the control input 76 may be coupled to a processor
such as a PHY processor, other components servicing higher
layers of the communication protocol, etc. The PHY pre-
amble controller 74 may include an STF formatter 200 and an
LTF formatter 202, each of which may be implemented using
hardware, a processor executing machine readable nstruc-
tions, or combinations thereof. Each ofthe formatters 200 and
202 1s communicatively coupled to at least a signal generator
204 and a cover code generator 206. Although FI1G. 5 does not
depict connections between the formatters 200-202 and the
input signals 190-196, the formatters 200-202 may be respon-
stve to at least some of the signals of the control input 76.

The signal generator 204 generally receives cover codes
and indications of when to generate signals using either a chip
sequence a or a chip sequence b from the STF formatter 200,
the LTF formatter 202 and the cover code generator 206. The
chip sequences a and b are complementary sequences. In
some embodiments, the signal generator 204 may include a
memory device 212, such as RAM, ROM, or another type of
memory, to store the complementary sequences a and b. In
other embodiments, the signal generator 204 may include a
and b sequence generators. In one embodiments, the signal
generator 204 includes a binary selector 210 to select one of
the two complementary sequences a and b for preamble signal
generation. The two complementary sequences a and b have
correlation properties suitable for detection at a receiving
device. For example, the complementary spreading
sequences a and b may be selected so that the sum of corre-
sponding out-oi-phase aperiodic autocorrelation coellicients
of the sequences a and b 1s zero. In some embodiments, the
complementary sequences a and b have a zero or almost-zero
periodic cross-correlation. In another aspect, the sequences a
and b may have aperiodic cross-correlation with a narrow
main lobe and low-level side lobes, or aperiodic auto-corre-
lation with a narrow main lobe and low-level side lobes. In
some of these embodiments, the sequences a and b are
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complementary Golay sequences. Although various lengths
of the sequences a and b may be utilized, each of the
sequences a and b, 1n some of the embodiments, has a length
of 128-chips.

As 1s known, complementary Golay sequences may be
cifectively defined by a weight vector W and a delay vector D
that, when applied to a suitable generator, produce a pair of
complementary sequences. In one embodiment, the weight
and delay vectors associated with the sequences a and b are
given by

W=/11-11-11-1] and (1)

D=/1248163264] (2)

The vectors W and D produce the pair of 128-chip Golay
sequences

a=1DI12E2121 D121 DEDE2EDIDEDI D121 DED; (3)

b=1D12E2121 D121 DEDIDI12FE212E2EDE?12, (4)

expressed herein 1n the hexadecimal notation.
In another embodiment, the delay vector D 1s given by

D=/641632 182 4]. (5)

Using D with the vectors W given by (1) produces a pair of
128-chip Golay sequences

a=0C950C95463F59C00C9SF364463FA63F,; (6)

b=03940394493056 CFO39A4FC6549304930. (7)

In yet another embodiment, the vector W given by (1) 1s used
with the delay vector

D=/643216842 1] (8)

to generate

a=484TH 747484 TARBRARA T ]ATHTHRET4T; (9)

b=1D12E2121 D121 DEDID12FE212E2EDE?12. (10)

With continued reference to FIG. 5, the cover code genera-
tor 206 may include a memory device 220, such as RAM,
ROM, or another type of memory, to store sets of cover codes.
Similarly, the cover code generator 206 may include a
memory device 222, such as RAM, ROM, or another type of
memory, to store u/v sequences. The cover code generator
206 also may include one or more other memory devices to
store other sequences that span all or parts of the STF field, all
or parts of LTF field, or both the STF field and the LTF field.
In response to commands from the STF formatter 200 and the
LTF formatter 202, the cover code generator 206 may gener-
ate cover codes for a particular PHY preamble.

From the foregoing, 1t will be appreciated that the PHY
preamble controller 74 may control the signal generator 204
to generate a PHY preamble using only one pair of sequences
a and b. In general, however, 1n addition to the sequences a
and b, the PHY preamble controller 74 may also control the
signal generator 204 to utilize other sequences x and y to
generate certain parts ol the same PHY preamble. Further, the
signal generator 204 may include a cyclic shifter 230 to
generate sequences a' and b' by cyclically shifting the
sequences a and b 1n response to certain commands from the
formatters 200 and 202.

Now referring to FIG. 6, the PHY preamble processor 92
may iclude an a/b correlator 250 having an input 252 and two
outputs Xa and Xb coupled to a cover code detector 254; au/v
correlator 258; an STF/LTF boundary detector 260; a channel
estimator 262; and a PHY preamble decoder 264. In some
embodiments, the channel estimator 262 may be a component
separate from the PHY preamble processor 92. The PHY
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preamble decoder 264 may provide several output signals
including, for example, a PHY mode identifier 270, a piconet
identifier 272, and a header rate identifier 274.

In general, as a correlator (such as the a/b correlator 250)
correlates the received signal with a sequence s, a peak will
occur when the sequence s and a corresponding sequence 1n
the preamble field overlap. When no signal s 1s present or
when the signal-to-noise level 1s poor, no peak or only small
peaks may occur. One technique for measuring peaks in a
correlation signal 1s to generate a peak-to-average measure of
the correlation signal. Referring specifically to the a/b corr-
clator 250, the signal received via the input 252 may be
cross-correlated with the sequence a, cross-correlated with
the sequence b, or auto-correlated with itsell. It desired, the
a/b correlator 250 may perform two or all three of these
operations. The a/b correlator 250 may output the correlated
signals for use by other components of the PHY preamble
processor 92. Optionally, the a/b correlator 250 may include
detection logic to determine when the sequence a has been
detected and when the sequence b has been detected 1n the
received signal. The a/b correlator 250 may output indications
of detections of the sequence a and the sequence b. Thus, the
output Xa and Xb may be correlation signals, or a and b
detection signals.

Next, the cover code detector 254 may determine cover
codes associated with detected a and b sequences. The cover
code detector 254 may supply detected cover codes and,
optionally, detected a and b sequences to the PHY preamble
decoder 264 for further processing. For example, 11 a signal
corresponding to [+a, —b, —a, +b] 1s received, the cover code
detector 254 could send to the PHY preamble decoder 264 an
indication of the cover code [+1, -1, -1, +1] or, optionally,
and indication of the sequence [+a, b, —a, +b].

The STEF/LTF boundary detector 260 may monitor the out-
put of the a/b correlator 250 to detect patterns indicative of
boundaries between PHY preamble fields. For example, the
STE/LTF boundary detector 260 may detect the transition
from the repeating sequences a, a, . . . a to b to generate a
signal indicative of a boundary between the STF and the LTF
fields. It will be noted that the STE/LTF boundary detector
260 may similarly detect a transition from a to b, from b to
a, a'to b', etc. More generally, a detector such as the STE/LTF
boundary detector 260, may detect a change from a first
sequence (e.g., a) to a second sequence (e.g., b) that 1s the
complementary sequence to the first sequence. It will be also
noted that the STF/LTF boundary detector 260 may detect
multiple transitions in a preamble and accordingly generate
multiple signals, possibly indicative of different transitions in
the preamble. To take one example, the STEF/LTF boundary
detector 260 may generate a {irst signal in response to the
transition from a to b, and a second signal in response to the
transition from b to a. The PHY preamble processor 92 in
some embodiments may interpret the first transition as a
transition from SYNC to SFD, and the second transition as a
transition from SFD to CES.

With continued reference to FIG. 6, the u/v correlator 258
may detect symbol patterns defining CES symbols (e.g., uand
v or u' and v') which may have lengths that are 2, 4, 8, efc.
times greater than individual a and b sequences. The symbols
u and v (or u' and v') may be comprised of 2, 4, 8, efc.
individual a and b sequences augmented by cover codes. To
this end, the u/v correlator may 258 may, 1n some embodi-
ments, receive cover code information from the cover code
generator 254. In some embodiments, the functionality of the
u/v correlator may 258 may be distributed among the PHY
preamble decoder 264, the cover code detector 254, etc. Upon
detecting symbol patterns u and v, the u/v correlator may 258
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may supply signals that indicate occurrences of u and v in the
received signal to the channel estimator 262 for further pro-
cessing. Optionally, the u/v correlator may 258 also may
supply signals that indicate occurrences of u and v in the
received signal to the PHY preamble decoder 264.

Based on the output from the cover code detector 254,
STE/LTF boundary detector 260, and possibly other compo-
nents (e.g., the a/b correlator 250), the PHY preamble
decoder 264 may determine various operational parameters
communicated in the PHY preamble. In particular, the PHY
preamble decoder 264 may determine whether the PHY pre-
amble specifies SC or OFDM mode, regular or low SC, deter-
mine a header rate, determine a piconet ID, etc.

By way of illustration, FIG. 7 depicts examples of cross-
correlation and autocorrelation outputs that the a/b correlator
250 may generate 1n response to an example signal recerved
via the mput 252. In particular, the graph 310 corresponds to
the cross-correlation with a (XCORR A), the graph 312 cor-
responds to the cross-correlation with b (XCORR B), and the
graph 314 corresponds to the autocorrelation (AUTO-
CORR). A plurality of peaks 318 in the graph 310 correspond
to the locations of the sequence a in the recerved signal.
Similarly, plurality of peaks 320 in the graph 320 correspond
to the locations of the sequence b in the recerved signal. A
vertical line 324 generally corresponds to the STEF/LTF
boundary. To the left of the STEF/LTF boundary, which corre-
sponds to the time before the STEF/LTF boundary has
occurred, there are a plurality of peaks 1n XCORR A that
occur at intervals corresponding to the length of a, and no
peaks 1n XCORR B. Then, generally at the STEF/L'TF bound-
ary, no peak occurs in XCORR A, but a peak occurs 1n
XCORR B. This pattern could be used, for example, to detect
the STF/LTF boundary. Alternatively, the STEF/LTF boundary
may be detected using the graph 314 by detecting, for
example, the falling edge of the autocorrelation “plateau”
322.

Thus, by analyzing patterns 1n one or more of XCORR A,
XCORR B, and AUTO-CORR, the STF/LTF boundary detec-
tor 260 may detect transitions between a and b sequences.
Similarly, other components of the PHY preamble processor
92 may use the one or multiple correlation outputs from the
a/b correlator 250 to further process the recetved signal, e.g.,
to determine cover codes, to take one example.

Various example PHY preamble formats will now be
described. Such preambles may be generated by the system of
FIG. 5, for example. Similarly, such preambles may be pro-
cessed by the system of FIG. 6, for example. FIG. 8 15 a
diagram of one example of a PHY preamble format 350. In
general, the PHY preamble 350 may precede a frame header
and a payload similar to the frame header 160 and the payload
162 discussed above with reference to FIG. 4, or may be used
with any other desired format of a data unit. The PHY pre-
amble 350 includes an STF field 352 and an LTF field 354.
The STF field 352 may include several repetitions of the same
sequence a, including the last mnstance 356. In some embodi-
ments, the STF field 352 may perform the function of the
SYNC field 124 (see FIG. 3) and/or the SYNC field 154 (see
FIG. 4) of the prior art PHY preambles, 1.e., the receiving
device 14 may use the repeating sequences in the STF field
352 to detect the beginning of transmission, synchronize the
clock, etc.

Similarly, the LTF field 354 may perform the function of
the CES fields 128 or 158 (see FIGS. 3 and 4) of the prior art
PHY preamble 1n at least some of the embodiments of the
cificient PHY preamble format 350. For example, the LTF
field 354 may include a pair (or a longer sequence) of comple-
mentary CES symbols (u, v) and, 1n some embodiments,
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corresponding cyclic prefixes and/or cyclic postiixes. As indi-
cated above, a CES symbol may be comprised of multiple
individual a and b sequences augmented by cover codes. In
some cases, a CES symbol may have a corresponding
complementary sequence. For example, 11 sequences a and b
are complementary Golay sequences, then [a b] and [a —b] are
also complementary Golay sequences, and [b, a] and [b -a]
are complementary Golay sequences. It 1s also possible to
form longer sequences by recursively applying this rule to the
pairs [ab] and [a -b], [b, a] and [b —a], etc. As used herein, the
term “complementary CES symbols” refers to a pair of CES
symbols that are complementary sequences such as, for
example, complementary Golay sequences.

Generally with respect to Golay sequences, 1t 1s also noted
that if a and b define a pair of complementary Golay
sequences, then a and —b also define a pair of complementary
Golay sequences. Further, an equal cyclic shift of comple-
mentary Golay sequences a and b produces a pair of comple-
mentary Golay sequences a' and b'. Still further, a pair of
complementary Golay sequences a" and b" may be generated
by shifting each of the sequences a and b by a non-equal
number of positions.

In the example 1llustrated in FI1G. 8, a CES symbol 360 (u)
1s preceded by a cyclic prefix 362, which 1s a copy of the last
portion of the CES symbol u. For the purposes of clarity, FIG.
8 and other diagrams of the present disclosure depict prefix
and postiix relationships with arrows directed from a portion
of a CES symbol toward the corresponding copy outside the
CES symbol. To consider one particular example, the CES
symbol 360 may be a 512-chip long Golay sequence, and the
cyclic prefix 362 may be a copy of the last 128 chips of the
CES symbol 360. In general, the CES symbol 360 may be
followed by a cyclic postlix of the CES symbol 360, by
another CES symbol, by a cyclic prefix of another CES sym-
bol, etc. Further, 1t will be noted that the LTF field 354 may
include multiple repetitions of CES symbol patterns. At least
some of these embodiments are discussed 1in more detail
below.

As explained previously, the CES symbol u 1s comprised of
complementary sequences a (also used 1n the STF field 352)
and b, augmented by cover codes. Thus, the last portion 356
of the STF 352 1s a complementary sequence corresponding
to the first portion of the LTF 354, which 1n the embodiment
of FIG. 8 1s the cyclic prefix of the CES symbol 354. In at least
some embodiments, the sequences a and b are complemen-

tary Golay sequences. It will be noted that the boundary
between the STF field 352 and the LTF field 354 corresponds

to the end of the last portion 356 of the STF 352 and the
beginning of the cyclic prefix 362. The a/b correlator 250 and
the STEF/LTF boundary detector 260 may thus determine the
end of the STF field 352 and the beginning of the LTF field
354 by cross-correlating the received signal with one or both
sequences a and b, and/or generating an auto-correlation of
the received signal.

FIG. 9 1s a diagram of one particular example of a PHY
preamble consistent with the efficient format discussed above
with reference to FIG. 8. For the purposes of conciseness, the
STF and LTF fields shall be referred to hereinafter simply as
“STF” and “LTF.” The PHY preamble 370 includes a series of
sequences a transmitted repeatedly with the same polarity
(+1) until the end of STF, and L'TF with at least one cycle that
includes a pair of complementary CES symbols u and v, each
twice as long as the sequence a, and the corresponding cyclic
prefixes and postiixes of u and v. Of course, LTF may include
any suitable number of cycles. For the purposes of simplicity,
however, LTF 1n FIG. 8 and 1n the subsequent diagrams shall
be illustrated with only one cycle. It will be noted that the
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cyclic prefix +b of the CES symbol u 1s associated with a
spreading sequence b complementary to the spreading
sequence a used with the last portion of STF. Accordingly, the
cyclic prefix +b may serve both to reduce or eliminate ISI, and
to delimit the boundary between STF and LTF. The PHY
preamble 370 thus efficiently eliminates the SFD field (see
FIGS. 3 and 4), and 1s thus shorter than the prior art preambles
of FIGS. 3 and 4. Moreover, the PHY preamble 370 may be
used as a common preamble for both SC and OFDM modes of
communication.

FIG. 10 1s a diagram another example of a PHY preamble
consistent with the efficient format discussed above with
reference to FIG. 8. The LTF of a PHY preamble 380 includes
CES symbols u and v 1dentical to the symbols u and v of FIG.
9. However, LTF 1n the PHY preamble 380 omits the cyclic
postiixes of the CES symbols u and v. The format 1llustrated
in FIG. 10 may be particularly usetul for frequency-domain
channel estimation. The PHY preamble 380 may be also used
for SC communications, although the recerver may experi-
ence some IS 1n the estimated channels due to the absence of
postiixes. As 1n the format of FIG. 9, the receiver may detect
the STE/LTF boundary based on the difference 1n correlation
output between the last symbol of STF and the first symbol of
LTF.

FIG. 11 1s a diagram of example of a PHY preamble. LTF
of a PHY preamble 390 includes at least one cycle during
which complementary CES symbols u'=[b a] and v'=[b -a]
are transmitted. The CES symbol u' 1s transmitted immedi-
ately following the last period of STF (i.e., there 1s no cyclic
prefix to u'). However, because the sequence a transmitted in
the lastperiod of STF 1s 1dentical to the last portion of the CES
symbol ', the last sequence of STF advantageously serves as
the cyclic prefix of the u' (as well as the complement of the
first portion b of the CES symbol u'). In this manner, the
format illustrated 1n FIG. 11 further reduces the length of the
PHY preamble as compared to the example format of FI1G. 9.

FIG. 12 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 400 that includes a series of sequences a transmitted
repeatedly until the end of STF, and LTF with a pair of
complementary CES symbols u=[a b a -b] and v=[a b —a b]
and the corresponding cyclic prefixes and postfixes. In gen-
eral, the length of u and v symbols can be expressed as

Length(z)=Length(v)=xLength(a)=nLength(a), (11)

where n 1s a positive integer equal to or greater than two.
Preferably, n 1s a multiple of two. In the example of FI1G. 12,
n 1s Tour. In this example, the PHY preamble 410 corresponds
to a structure largely similar to the PHY preamble 370 (see
FIG. 9), in that the cyclic prefix —b of the CES symbol u 1s
associated with a spreading sequence b that 1s complementary
to the spreading sequence a, which 1s used as the last period of
the field STF.

FIG. 13 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 410. The LTF of the PHY preamble 410 includes CES
symbols u and v 1dentical to the symbols u and v of FIG. 12.
However, LTF 1n the PHY preamble 410 omits the cyclic
postiixes of the CES symbols u and v. The format 1llustrated
in FIG. 13 may be used 1n frequency-domain channel estima-
tion in OFDM or SC, for example, although the receiver may
experience some ISI 1n the estimated channels 1 the SC
mode. As 1n the format of FIG. 12, the receiver may detect the
STE/LTF boundary based on the difference in correlation
output between the last symbol of STF and the first symbol of
LTF.

FIG. 14 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 420. The CES symbol u' of the PHY preamble 420 1s

transmitted 1immediately following the last period of STF.
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However, because the sequence a transmitted in the last
pertod of STF 1s 1dentical to the last portion of the CES
symbol ', the last sequence of STF advantageously serves as
the cyclic prefix of u' (as well as the complement of the first
portion —b of the CES symbol u'). In this manner, the format
illustrated 1n FI1G. 14 further reduces the length of the PHY
preamble as compared to the example preamble format 400 of
FIG. 12.

From the discussion of FIGS. 9-14, 1t will be appreciated
that a common PHY preamble may be defined for use in SC
and OFDM modes of communication; that the STF/LTF
boundary may be signaled using complementary spreading
sequences such as Golay sequences, for example; that post-
fixes sometimes may be omitted at a relatively small cost to
the quality of channel estimation; and that the PHY may be
turther shortened by selecting the first CES symbol so that the
last sequence of the CES symbol are 1dentical to the sequence
transmitted in the last period of STF. It will be also noted that
in general, CES symbols of any desired length may be used.

FIG. 15 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 430. In the PHY preamble 430, LTF includes two CES
symbols u=[-b a b a] and v=[-b —a —b a]. The CES symbol v
1s immediately followed by 1ts cyclic postfix, —b. Similar to
the examples discussed above, STF includes a series of
repeated sequences a. In the particular embodiment of FIG.
15, the last period of STF 1s equal to the last period of the first
CES symbol u. The first symbol of the CES symbol u 1s —b,
which 1s complimentary to the spreading sequence a in the
last period of the STF. Thus, the last period of STF serves both
as a delimiter between STF and LTF and as a cyclic prefix of
the CES symbol u. Moreover, the last period of the CES
symbol u 1s equal to the last period of the symbol v, thus
providing the additional function of a cyclic prefix of the CES
symbol v. From the foregoing, 1t will be appreciated that
although the CES symbol v immediately follows the CES
symbol u which, 1n turn, immediately follows STF, each of
the CES symbols u and v 1s provided with both prefixes and
postiixes. As a result, the PHY preamble 430 1s a highly
elficient format that may accommodate information sufficient
for both SC and OFDM communication modes.

FIG. 16 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 440. The PHY preamble 440 includes CES symbols U’
and v'. In this example, the CES symbol u' 1s preceded by the
cyclic prefix b transmitted at the beginning of LTF. As com-
pared to the PHY preamble 440 of FIG. 15, each in the
sequence of symbols of u' 1s transmitted using a sequence
(e.g., a or b) complimentary to the sequence used with the
respective symbol of u while applying the same cover code to
the sequence (e.g., —a 1 u' corresponds to =b in u, b 1n u'
corresponds to ain u, etc.). The CES symbols v and v have the
same relationship. In other words, u' and v' are constructed by
“tlipping” each respective spreading sequence i every period
of u and v. Because STF 1n the preambles 430 and 440 1s the
same, b 1s transmitted at the beginning of LTF to provide an
STE/LTF delimiter and a cyclic prefix for u'. As 1n at least
some of the examples discussed above, the PHY preamble
440 may be used for both SC and OFDM modes of operation.

FIG. 17 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 450. The STF includes a relatively short field in which
the sequence b 1s repeatedly transmitted aiter a repeated trans-
mission of a in an earlier portion of STF. In a sense, several
repetitions of b (in this example, two periods) serve as an
explicit frame delimiter (“FID””) and, accordingly signal frame
timing in a reliable manner. LTF includes CES symbols u' and
v', with the last portion in u' matching the sequence and the
cover code 1n FD. As a result, the last period of FD both
signals the end of STF and provides a cyclic prefix of u'. It
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desired, the number of periods in FD could be increased (i.e.,
there could be three or more b sequences). Referring to FIG.
16, 1t will be also noted that the PHY preamble 440 illustrated
in FIG. 16 may be considered to include FD with the length of
1. Thus, the boundary between STF and LTF 1n the preamble
440 could be interpreted to be the beginming of the symbol u'.

FIG. 18 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 460. In the example preamble 460, CES symbols uand
v are adjacent, and u 1s transmitted immediately at the begin-
ning of LTF. Similar to the case discussed above with refer-
ence to FIG. 15, the last periods of STF and u provide addi-
tional functions of the respective prefixes of u and v. FIG. 19
1s a diagram of another example of a PHY preamble 470. The
PHY preamble 470 1s similar to the format of the PHY pre-
amble 460, except that the last period of LTF (the postiix of v)
1s omitted. As discussed above, this format may be used 1n
both SC and OFDM modes at some potential cost to the
quality of channel estimation.

FIG. 20 1s a diagram of another example of a PHY pre-
amble 480. The PHY preamble 480 includes a FD at the end
of STF. In this example FD 1includes two periods during
which the sequence b 1s transmitted. Of course, FD having
other lengths also can be used (e.g., one period or three or
more periods). The last sequence b of FD serves as a prefix for
u, and the last b sequence of u serves as a prefix for v. F1G. 21
1s a diagram of another example of a PHY preamble 490. The
PHY preamble 490 omits the last period of LTF which the
PHY preamble 480 uses to transmit the cyclic postiix of v.
FIGS. 22 and 23 are diagrams of further example of a PHY
preambles 500, 510. The preambles 500, 510 each include a
cyclic prefix of the first CES symbol 1n the first period of LTF,
and 1n which the cyclic prefix at the beginning of L'TF 1s also
a sequence complementary to the sequence used 1n the last
period of STF, and therefore serves as a reliable STE/LTF
delimiter. Also, the last b sequence 1n u serves as a prefix for
v. It will also be noted that the PHY preambles 500 and 510 of
respective F1IGS. 22 and 23 are similar except for the omission
of the cyclic postfix of v 1n the PHY preamble 510.

It will be noted that FIGS. 15-23 1llustrate various embodi-
ments 1n which four-period CES symbols u and v are effi-
ciently used to eliminate at least some of cyclic prefixes,
cyclic postiixes, and (1n at least some embodiments) explicit
SED fields. Further, 1t 1s shown 1n FIGS. 15-23 that the second
CES symbol may be transmitted immediately after the first
CES symbol while still eliminating ISI (1.€., because a cyclic
prefix for v 1s provided by u). Still further, 1n some embodi-
ments, the first CES symbol may be transmitted at the imme-
diate beginning of LTF (1.e., following STF without interven-
ing periods), where the last sequence 1n STF provides a cyclic
prefix for the first CES symbol.

Next, FI1G. 24 illustrates a technique whereby the selection
of a and b sequences 1n STF and LTF indicates different
modes of transmission (e.g., an SC mode or an OFDM mode).
PHY preambles 520 and 530 have the same format, except
that sequences a and b are swapped. In particular, the PHY
preamble 520 corresponds to a format similar to the one
illustrated 1n FIG. 15, with the spreading sequence a used 1n
STFE, whereas the PHY preamble 530 has the same format as
the PHY preamble 520, except that the sequences a and b are
swapped. The PHY preamble 520 may be used for commu-
nications while the PHY preamble 530 may be used for
OFDM communications. Of course, the opposite association
between the preambles 520 and 530 and PHY modes may be
used instead. In one aspect, FIG. 24 illustrates a common
preamble format that can be used 1n both SC and OFDM
communications and so that a recerving device (e.g., the
receiving device 14 of FIG. 1) can determine whether the

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

packet 1s transmitted via SC or OFDM by analyzing the
preamble. For example, an STF with a sequences may indi-
cate SCmode, whereas an STF with b sequences may indicate
OFDM mode.

FIG. 25 illustrates a technique of signaling SC/OFDM
selection but relies on the PHY preamble format discussed
above with reference FIG. 16. More specifically, PHY pre-
ambles 540 and 550 have an L'TF that includes a cyclic prefix
for u' at the beginning of L'TF, v', v immediately following u',
and a cyclic postiix of v. The preambles 540 and 5350 are the
same except that the sequences a and b are swapped. The STF
with a sequences may indicate SC mode, whereas an STF
with b sequences may indicate OFDM mode. The sequence a
in STF 1ndicates the SC mode of operation, while the spread-
ing sequence b 1n STF indicates OFDM mode (or vice versa).
Although FIGS. 24 and 25 were discussed with respect to
encoding the parameter to mdicate an SC mode versus an
OFDM mode, the same technique can be used to indicate
other modes or parameters.

FIG. 26 1llustrates a technique whereby the selection of a
and b sequences 1n STF indicates different modes of trans-
mission (e.g., an SC mode or an OFDM mode). Whereas LTF
in PHY preambles 560 and 570 1s essentially the same, STF 1n
the PHY preamble 560 (Whlch may correspond to SC) uses
the sequence a and STF 1n the PHY preamble 570 uses b
(which may correspond to OFDM). As a result, a receiving,
device (e.g., the recerving device 14) may detect the STE/LTF
boundary in the OFDM mode only after the first period of
LTFE. It desired, the PHY preamble 570 may be viewed as
having L'TF that begins with the first period of the first CES
symbol, and 1n which the cyclic prefix of the first CES symbol
1s the last period of STF. An STF with a sequences may
indicate SC mode, whereas an STF with b sequences may
indicate OFDM mode.

FIG. 27 uses the preamble format similar to the PHY
preamble 480 of FIG. 20, and applies a swap of the sequences
a and b to SC mode or OFDM mode. The technique of F1G. 27
1s stmilar to the technique of FI1G. 235, except that a different U’
1s utilized. FI1G. 28 1llustrates another technique whereby the
selection of a and b sequences 1n STF 1indicates different
modes of transmission (e.g., an SC mode or an OFDM mode).
FIG. 28 1s similar to the technique of FIG. 26, except that a
different u' 1s utilized.

As yetanother approach, PHY mode selection (or selection
of other operational parameters of the PHY layer or possibly
other layers) may be signaled by including an explicit SFD
field between the STF and LTF fields, and by altering various
parameters ol SFD. FIG. 29 1s an example PHY preamble
format 620 in which a PHY mode or parameter may be
indicated via cover codes 1 SFD, by applying particular
complementary sequences a, b (e.g., complementary Golay
codes) within SFD, or by various combinations of these tech-
niques. For example, LIF may utilize complementary
sequences a' and b', and the last period of SFD may utilize the
sequence complementary to the sequence of the first period of
LTF. Meanwhile, STF may be utilize another sequence such
as a. Thus, the PHY preamble 620 may use more than a single
pair of complementary sequences. Generally speaking, 1t 1s
possible to use any suitable sequences 1n STF 1n all but the last
period of SFD, as long as the boundary between SFD and LTF
1s clearly signaled by a pair of complimentary sequences.
Thus, STF may use one or two of the sequences a and b
utilized in L'TF, one or both sequences a' and b' corresponding
to cyclically shifted respective sequences a and b, or one or
several other sequences (e.g., ¢, d, etc.) mndependent of the
sequences a and b, 1.e., not equal to or derived from the
sequences a or b.
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FIG. 30 illustrates one example technique of using SFD to
indicate two or more physical PHY modes. For ease of 1llus-
tration, the frame delimiter field (FD) 1s illustrated in FI1G. 30
as the last part of STF 1n each of the PHY preambles 630 and
640. To signal between SC and OFDM without altering u' and
v', a pattern [b b] can be used for SC and another pattern [-b
b] can be used for OFDM. It will be noted that 1n each of these
two cases, the last period of FD 1s a sequence complimentary
to the sequence used 1n the first period of LTF, thus signaling,
the STF/LTF boundary. In general, the FD sequence used as
the last part of the STF may include any desired number of
perlods and the selection of SC or OFDM may be signaled
using different cover codes. As another example, FIG. 31
illustrates PHY preambles 650 and 660 that use another CES
symbol u' but otherwise are to the same as the preambles of
FIG. 30.

Next, FIG. 32 illustrates a method of indicating operational
parameters such as SC/OFDM selection by altering the rela-
tive order of CES symbols in LTF. As illustrated 1n FI1G. 32, a
PHY preamble 670 includes a CES symbol u transmitted
immediately before another CES symbol v. On the other
hand, a PHY preamble 680 includes the CES symbol v imme-
diately preceding the CES symbol u. In this embodiment,
STF of the PHY preamble 670 and 680 1s the same. Thus, t

he
PHY preambles 670 and 680 are identical except for the
ordering of the CES symbols in LTF. Further, u and v 1n this
particular example are selected so as to provide cyclic pre-
fixes and postfixes 1n the corresponding first and last parts of
the other CES symbol. Specifically, each of the u and v
symbols includes —b 1n the first period and a 1n the last period.
Thus, the first part (period) of u or v may serve as a cyclic
postiix of the other CES symbol u or v, and the last part of u
or v may serve as a cyclic prefix of the other CES symbol u or
v. In other embodiments, 1t 1s possible to use symbols u and v
that do not have this property, and a PHY preamble that alters
the ordering between u and v to signal PHY mode or other
parameters accordingly may include additional periods for
cyclic prefixes/postiixes.

FI1G. 33 illustrates another example of PHY preambles 690
and 700 1n which an ordering of u and v CES symbols indi-
cates an SC mode or an OFDM mode. However, 1t will be
noted that the preambles 690 and 700 omait the cyclic postiix
of u, and thus may not provide the same ISI protection as the
example of FIG. 33.

It will be further noted that 1n at least some embodiments,
it may be desirable to indicate other information 1n the PHY
preamble. For example indicating a piconet ID may allow the
receiving device associated with a particular piconet to pro-
cess data frames 1n that piconet and 1gnore, for example, data
frames 1n other piconets. To this end, multiples pairs of Golay
complementary sequences a_, b, (or other suitable sequences)
may be defined, and the selection of a certain pair (a,, b,) in the
STE, the LTF, or both may signal the piconet identity. For
example, the pair a,, b, may indicate piconet ID 1, the pair a,,
b, may indicate piconet 1D 2, etc.

Additionally or alternatively, cover codes in STF may sig-
nal piconet identity. If desired, a single pair of Golay comple-
mentary sequences a, b may be used for all piconets in this
case. For example, the cover code ¢,=(1 1 1 1) may indicate
piconet ID 1, the cover code ¢,=(1 -1 1 -1) may indicate
piconet ID 2, etc.

Moreover, combinations of a/b selections with cover codes
in STF may efficiently signal PHY modes, header rates, pico-
net 1dentity, and other operational parameters, possibly sig-

naling multiple parameters at the same time. For example,
cach of the four-period cover codes (1 11 1), (1 -1, 1, -1),

(_1: 1: _1: 1): (1: j: _1: _.]) and (1: _j: _1: .]) may Signal d

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

20

particular unique selection of a piconet identity, SC or OFDM
mode, header rate, etc. In PSK modulation schemes, for
example, each cover code defines a set of phase shifts. By
selectively applying each of these cover codes to the sequence
a or b, a transmitting device may communicate even more
parameters to the receiving device.

FIG. 34 1llustrates a simple example of applying a length-
four cover code to STF along with a particular selection of a
or b sequence to signal between SC regular, SC low rate
common mode, or OFDM. The STF format 710 uses the
sequence a along with a cover code (1, 1, 1, 1) to define an
STF sequence pattern [a, a, a, a]. The STF format 720 uses the
same sequence a along with a cover code (-1, 1, -1, 1) to
define an STF sequence pattern [-a, a, —a, a]. Finally, the STF
format 730 uses the sequence b along with a cover code (1, 1,
1, 1) to define an STF sequence pattern [b, b, b, b]. Although
any association between the formats 710-730 and operational
parameters are possible, the example illustrated in FIG. 34
maps the format 710 to the tuple {SC, regular header rate},
the format 720 to the tuple {SC, low header rate}, and the
tformat 730 to OFDM. Of course, this technique may also be
applied to signaling piconet identity, a combination ol piconet
identity with SC/OFDM, or other PHY layer parameters.

Referring to FIG. 35, acombination of a/b selection1in STF,
along with a particular SFD format, may also signal opera-
tional parameters of the PHY layer. In this example, the PHY
preambles 750 and 760 may share the same STF but may
differ 1n their respective SFD fields. The SFD fields may, for
example, be of a different length or may use different cover
codes or different sequences, etc. Meanwhile, the PHY pre-
amble 770 for use i OFDM uses a different spreading
sequence 1n each period of STF. A recerving device may first
select between SC and OFDM by correlating the STF field
with a or b and, 1n the event that the STF field correlates with
a, further process the subsequent SFD field to determine
whether the PHY preamble 1s associated with regular or low
header rate.

FI1G. 361llustrates an approach similar to the one illustrated
in FIG. 35, except that the header rate in PHY preambles 780,
790, and 800 1s indicated by the spreading sequence in STF.
Meanwhile, SC/OFDM selection 1s indicated by the SFD
field. As 1n the examples discussed above, the SFD field can
be spread using particular sequences, transmitted using dii-
ferent cover codes, varied 1n length, or otherwise altered to
distinguish between various modes of operation.

Now referring to FIG. 37, a combination of cover codes 1n
STF and varniations 1n the SFD field can be similarly used to
indicate parameters such as PHY mode. In PHY preambles
810, 820, and 830, STF 1s spread using the same sequence a
but the cover codes in at least one of the PHY modes are
different in STF. For the two remaining modes whose cover
codes 1n STF are 1dentical, variations in SFD may provide
turther differentiation.

Further, the technique illustrated 1n FIG. 38 with respect to
PHY preambles 840, 850, 860 relies on ordering of uand v 1n
LTF as well as on a selection of spreading codes a and b 1n
STE. Thus, the use of the sequence a in STF 1n combination
with the ordering {u, v} may signal one PHY mode/rate
configuration (e.g. SC regular). On the other hand, the use of
the same sequence with a different ordering of u and v, for
example, may signal a second PHY mode/rate configuration
(e.g. OFDM). Finally, the use of the spreading sequence b 1n
STF may signal the third PHY mode/rate configuration (e.g.
SC low rate). It will be also noted that for SC low rate com-
mon mode, the length of LUTF may be shorter than the length
of LTF of the PHY preamble used in SC regular (as 1llustrated
in FI1G. 39).
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Referring again to FI1G. 6, a preamble processor, such as the
preamble processor 92 may generally process a received sig-
nal to detect data frames, detect a start of an L'TF field, and
determine PHY parameters by analyzing the PHY preamble
using techniques such as described above. For example, the
STE/LTF boundary detector 260 can detect the start of the
LTF boundary based on detecting a change from a plurality of
a sequences to a b sequence, or a change from a plurality of b
sequences to an a sequence. The PHY preamble decoder 264
can determine PHY parameters such as a modulation mode, a
piconet 1D, a header rate, etc., based on one or more of 1)
determining whether an a or b sequence 1s utilized 1n the STF;

2)determining an order of u and v or u' and v' sequences in the
LTF; and 3) determining cover codes in the STF, the LTF,
and/or an SFD.

Next, FIG. 40 1illustrates one example of a generator 900
that generates a pair of complementary Golay sequences a
and b 1n response to an impulse signal [1 00 ... ] using a
length-seven weight vector W such as in (1) and a length-
seven delay vector D suchas in (2), (5) or (8). As illustrated 1n
FIG. 40, the generator 900 may include an mput 902, delay
clements 904-910, adders/subtractors 920-934, and multipli-
ers 936-942. Each value 1n the weight vector W, given by (1)
for example, 1s mapped to one of the imnputs of a corresponding
multiplier 936-942. For the weight vector given by (1), W, =1
1s assigned to the multiplier 936, W.,=1 1s assigned to the
multiplier 938, W_=1 1s assigned to the multiplier 940,
W.,==11s assigned to the multiplier 942, etc. The values of the
delay vector D given by (2), to take one example, are assigned
to the delay elements 904-910: D, =1 1s assigned to the delay
clement 904, D,=2 1s assigned to the delay element 906, etc.
The elements of the generator 900 are interconnected as 11lus-
trated 1n FIG. 40 to generate the Golay sequences a and b
given by (3) and (4) 1n response to the vectors D and W
considered 1n this example. Similarly, the generator 900 gen-
erates Golay sequences given by (6) and (7) in response to the
welght vector W given by (1) and the delay vector D given by
(5). Although the transmitting device 12 may include the
generator 900, store the desired vectors D and W 1n a memory
unit, and apply the vectors D and W to the generator 900 to
generate the sequences a and b, 1t 1s contemplated that the
transmitting device 12 preferably stores two or more pairs of
sequences a and b 1n memory for quicker application in
spreading bits and/or generating PHY preambles.

On the other hand, the receiving device 14 may implement
the correlator 250 1llustrated in FIG. 6 and again, in greater
detail, in FI1G. 41. The correlator 250 has a structure generally
similar to the structure of the generator 900. However, to
generate a correlation output between complementary Golay
sequences a and b (determined by vectors D and W), the
correlator 250 “flips™ the adders and subtractors of the gen-
erator 900 (1.e., replaces adders with subtractors, and subtrac-
tors with adders) and multiplies the output of the delay ele-
ment to which D, 1s assigned by —1. In general, other designs
of the correlator 250 are possible. However, 1t will be appre-
ciated that the example architecture illustrated in FIG. 41
implements the correlator as filter with impulse responses
which can be expressed as the reversal of the chip ordering
within the sequences aand b, or a,_, and b, ., respectively.

Further, the a/b correlator 250 1llustrated 1n FIG. 41 may be
ciliciently utilized 1n cooperation with the u/v correlator 258
(see FIG. 6). FIG. 42 1llustrates one embodiment of the u/v
correlator 258 that detects u/v correlation foru=[-bab a] and
v=[-b —a -b a]. In this example, a delay element 950 with a
delay of 128 1s connected to the b correlation output 952 (see
diagram 312 in FIG. 7 for one example of a cross-correlation
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tractor 956 1s connected to the a correlation output 954, eftc.
Delay elements 958 and 960, and several additional adders
and subtractors provide u/v correlation. Of course, the factors
in the delay elements 950, 958, and 960 may be adjusted 11 the
sequences a and b of lengths other than 128 chips are used.
The u/v correlator 258 may generate cross-correlation out-
puts 962 and 964 corresponding to cross-correlation between
the recerved signal and sequences u and v, respectively.

It will be noted that the u/v correlator 258 efficiently uses
the correlation output generated by the a/b correlator 250, and
requires only several additional components to correlate
sequences u or v. It will be further appreciated that a u/v
correlator for other sequences u and v may be similarly con-
structed. As one example, a u/v correlator 970 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 43 generates cross-correlation output between the
received signal and sequences u=[b a —b a] and v=[-b —a -b
a]. As 1n the example illustrated 1n FI1G. 42, the u/v correlator
970 elliciently uses the output of the a/b correlator 250.

As discussed above, certain CES symbols u and v in LTF
allow the PHY pream ble to efliciently communicate PHY
level parameters using fewer periods as compared to prior art
PHY preambles. The following examples illustrate further
techniques of developing efficient u and v sequences for use
in LTF. If STF 1s transmitted using repetitions of the sequence

a, let

u=fcib csa cyb cqal (12)

and let

(13)

where each of ¢,-c4 1s +1 or —-1. To make u, and v, more
efficient, use

vi=[csb cea c4b cgal,

Cqp—Cgq (14)

and, preferably,

(15)

Therest of the symbols c,, ¢4, ¢, and ¢, should be selected so
as to make u,; and v, complementary. It will be noted that
other sequences u and v can be used 1n at least some of the
embodiments discussed above. However, 1f conditions (14)
and (15) are met, LTF can be made shorter at least because
adjacent sequences u and v provide each other with cyclic
prefixes and/or postlixes. Further, the complementary
sequences u, and v, may be efficiently used with another pair
of complementary sequences u, and v, so that a transmitting
device may construct a PHY preamble using the pair {u,, v, }
or {u,, v,}, and the selection of one of these two pairs of
sequences may communicate one or several operational
parameters to the recerving device (e.g., SC or OFDM com-
munication mode, header rate, etc.). In the case where STF
unconditionally has multiple repetitions of the sequence a, the
second pair of CES symbols may be defined similarly to {u,,

v, }:

C|=Cs.

uy=Jd,b da dsb dyaj (16)

vo=[dsb dea db dga], (17)

where each of d,-d4 1s +1 or -1, where preferably

d,=ds (18)

and, also preferably,

d,=ds. (19)
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To enable the receiving device to distinguish between {u,, v, }
and {u,, v, }, the sequencesc,c, ...c,andd,d, .. .d, should
not be the same.

In another embodiment, STF 1s transmitted using repeti-
tions of either a or b. The pair of sequences {u,, v, } may then
defined according to (12)-(14), and {u,, v,} may then be
defined as:

u,=[d a d5b dya d,b] (20)

vo=fdsa db d-a dgb] (21)

where each of d,-d, 1s +1 or —1; where, preferably, conditions
(18) and (19) are also met; and where the rest of the symbols
d,, d,, d., and d, make u,, v, complementary. It at least some
of the cases consistent with this approach, u, can be derived
form u,, and v, can be derived from v, . Alternatively, u, can
be derived form v,, and v, can be derived from u,.

To consider some specific examples, {u,, v,} may be
defined according to (12) and (13), and {u,, v,} may be
defined as:

us=mfcsa cyb cya b (22)

vo=mfcsa c;b cga csb], (23)

where m 1s +1 or -1.

As another example, in which {u,, v, } is still provided by
(12) and (13), {u,, v,} can be defined as:

vo=mjfcoa c3b cqa ¢ b (24)

u,=mfcga c;b csa c5bj, (25)

where m 1s +1 or —1. It will be noted that this definition
corresponds to “swapping” definitions for u, and v, provided
by (22) and (23).

As yet further examples in which the definition of {u,, v,}
is consistent with (12) and (13), and where mis +1 or -1, {u.,,
v, } may be given by:

u,=mficaa cib coa c3bj, (26)
vo=mfcga csb cga c4b/, (27)
or

vo=mfcaa ¢ b coa c3b], (28)
u,=mjfcga csb cega c7bj, (29)
or

u,=mjicoa c3b cua cybj, (30)
vo=mfcga csb cqa b, (31)
or

vo=mfcoa cib cqia b, (32)
ur,=mficga csb cea c7bj, (33)
or

u,=mfcqaa ¢ b coa c3b], (34)
vo=mfcea c7b csa c5b/, (35)
or

vo=mfcaa ¢ b cra c3b], (36)
ur,=mjicea c7b cga csbj, (37)
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As indicated above, the use of STF patterns, SFD patterns,
CES symbols, a/b sequences, etc., as well as various combi-
nations of these parameters may advantageously serve as an
indication of one or PHY layer parameters associated with the
data frame. Moreover, transitions between patterns may also
be used to communicate PHY layer parameters or other data
to the recerving device. For example, a to —a transition
between the last period of SFD and the first period in CES
may indicate SC, a to —b transition may indicate OFDM, eftc.

Generally regarding the discussion above, 1t will be under-
stood that the terms “transmitting device” and “receiving
device” merely refer to operational states of physical devices
and are not intended to always limit these devices to only
receiving or transmitting in the respective communication
network. For example, the device 12 1n FIG. 1 may operate as
a receiver and the device 14 may operate as a transmitter at
some point during operation.

At least some of the various blocks, operations, and tech-
niques described above may be implemented utilizing hard-
ware, a processor executing firmware instructions, a proces-
sor executing soiftware instructions, or any combination
thereof. When implemented utilizing a processor executing
software or firmware instructions, the software or firmware
instructions may be stored 1n any computer readable memory
such as on a magnetic disk, an optical disk, or other storage
medium, 1n a RAM or ROM or flash memory, processor, hard
disk drive, optical disk drive, tape drive, etc. Likewise, the
software or firmware instructions may be delivered to a user
or a system via any known or desired delivery method includ-
ing, for example, on a computer readable disk or other trans-
portable computer storage mechanism or via communication
media. Communication media typically embodies computer
readable instructions, data structures, program modules or
other data 1n a modulated data signal such as a carrier wave or
other transport mechanism. The term “modulated data signal™
means a signal that has one or more of its characteristics set or
changed 1n such a manner as to encode information in the
signal. By way of example, and not limitation, communica-
tion media includes wired media such as a wired network or
direct-wired connection, and wireless media such as acoustic,
radio frequency, infrared and other wireless media. Thus, the
software or firmware instructions may be delivered to a user
or a system via a communication channel such as a telephone
line, a DSL line, a cable television line, a fiber optics line, a
wireless communication channel, the Internet, etc. (which are
viewed as being the same as or imterchangeable with provid-
ing such software via a transportable storage medium). The
soltware or firmware 1nstructions may include machine read-
able 1nstructions that, when executed by the processor, cause
the processor to perform various acts.

When implemented in hardware, the hardware may com-
prise one or more of discrete components, an integrated cir-
cuit, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), etc.

Although the forgoing text sets forth a detailed description
of numerous different embodiments, i1t should be understood
that the scope of the patent 1s defined by the words of the
claims set forth at the end of this patent. The detailed descrip-
tion 1s to be construed as exemplary only and does not
describe every possible embodiment because describing
every possible embodiment would be impractical, if not

impossible. Numerous alternative embodiments could be
implemented, using either current technology or technology
developed after the filing date of this disclosure, which would
still fall within the scope of the claims.
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What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method for processing a preamble of a data packet,
received via a communication channel, using a pair of
complementary sequences, wherein a sum of out-of-phase
aperiodic autocorrelation coetlicients of the pair of comple-
mentary sequences 1s zero, and wherein the preamble
includes (1) a first field that provides synchronization infor-
mation and (1) a second field that provides channel estimation
information, the method comprising:
at least one of (1) correlating a received signal correspond-
ing to the preamble with at least one sequence of the pair
of complementary sequences to generate a plurality of
respective correlation signals, or (11) autocorrelating the
received signal to generate an autocorrelation signal;

determining a cover code 1n the preamble using at least one
of (1) the plurality of respective correlation signals, or (11)
the autocorrelation signal; and

using the cover code to decode the preamble.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the cover code 1s 1n the
first field.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the cover code indicates
at least one of (1) a piconet 1dentity, (11) a header rate, or (i11)
one of a single carrier (SC) mode or an orthogonal frequency
division multiplexing (OFDM) mode.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the cover code 1s 1n the

second field.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining,
a beginning of the second field based on the plurality of
respective correlation signals or the autocorrelation signal.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein:
cach of the pair of complementary sequences 1s a 128-chip
Golay spreading sequence associated with a weight vec-
tor W and a delay vector D;
W=[11-11-11-1];and
Disoneof [1248163264],[6416321824],or[6432
16 842 1].
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising;
detecting a first channel estimation (CES) symbol 1n the
second field; and
detecting a second CES symbol 1n the second field,

wherein the first CES symbol and the second CES symbol
are complementary sequences.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein:
a length of each sequence of the pair of complementary
sequences 15 an mteger N; and
a length of each of the first CES symbol and the second
CES symbol 1s at least 4N.
9. The method of claim 7, wherein:
the first CES symbol 1s u consistent with the format u=[c;a
C,b ciac,b];

the second CES symbol 1s v consistent with the format

v=|[c.a c.b c.a cgb];

a 1s a first Golay spreading sequence;

b 1s a second Golay spreading sequence complementary to

a;

eachofc,, c,, C5,Cy, Cs, Cyx, C5, and c4 15 +1 Or —1;

C,=Cq; and

u and v are complementary Golay sequences.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein at least one of (1) an
ending portion of the first CES symbol serves as a cyclic
prefix of the second CES symbol, or (11) a beginnming portion
of the second CES symbol serves as a cyclic postiix of the first
CES symbol.

11. A device configured to recerve, via a communication
channel, a data packet having a preamble that includes (1) a
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first field that provides synchronization information and (11) a
second field that provides channel estimation information, the
device comprising:

a processor configured to,

at least one of,

(1) correlate a received signal corresponding to the
preamble with at least one sequence of a pair of
complementary sequences to generate a plurality of
respective correlation signals, wherein a sum of
out-of-phase aperiodic autocorrelation coelficients
of the pair of complementary sequences 1s zero, or

(1) autocorrelate the recerved signal to generate an
autocorrelation signal,

wherein the processor 1s also configured to

determine a cover code in the preamble using at least one
of (1) the plurality of respective correlation signals, or

(1) the autocorrelation signal, and

use the cover code to decode the preamble.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein the cover code 1s 1n the
first field.

13. The device of claim 12, wherein the cover code 1ndi-
cates at least one of (1) a piconet identity, (1) a header rate, or
(111) one of a single carrier (SC) mode or an orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing (OFDM) mode.

14. The device of claim 11, wherein the cover code 1s 1n the
second field.

15. The device of claim 11, wherein the processor 1s further
configured to:

determine a beginning of the second field based on the

plurality of respective correlation signals or the autocor-

relation signal.

16. The device of claim 11, wherein:

cach of the pair of complementary sequences 1s a 128-chip
Golay spreading sequence associated with a weight vec-
tor W and a delay vector D;

W=[11-11-11-1];and

Disoncof[1248163264],[6416321824],0r[6432
16 84 2 1].

17. The device of claim 11, wherein the processor 1s further

configured to:

detect a first channel estimation (CES) symbol 1n the sec-
ond field; and

detect a second CES symbol 1n the second field,

wherein the first CES symbol and the second CES symbol
are complementary sequences.

18. The device of claim 17, wherein:

a length of each sequence of the pair of complementary
sequences 1s an mteger N; and

a length of each of the first CES symbol and the second
CES symbol 1s at least 4N.

19. The device of claim 17, wherein:

the first CES symbol 1s u consistent with the format u=[c,a
c,b cia c,b];

the second CES symbol 1s v consistent with the format
v=[csa c.b c.a cgb];

a 1s a first Golay spreading sequence;

b 1s a second Golay spreading sequence complementary to
a;

cach of ¢, C,, C5, C,4, C<, Cy, C7, and ¢y 15 +1 or —1;

C,=Cq; and

u and v are complementary Golay sequences.

20. The device of claim 17, wherein at least one of (1) an
ending portion of the first CES symbol serves as a cyclic
prefix of the second CES symbol, or (11) a beginning portion
of the second CES symbol serves as a cyclic postiix of the first

CES symbol.
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