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GARMENT POCKET FOR CARRYING AN
OBJECT IN A CONCEALED STATE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a divisional of U.S. application Ser. No.
12/242,082, filed Sep. 30, 2008, which claims the benefit of

U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/048,043, filed Apr. 25,

2008, both of which applications are incorporated by refer-
ence 1nto this Application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention 1s directed to garment pocket and,
more specifically, to a garment pocket for carrying, 1n a con-
cealed and readily-accessible state, a handgun or other object.

Law-enforcement personnel are usually authorized to
carry protection devices, e.g., handgun, stun gun, pepper
spray, etc. However, when working undercover or on duty in
plain clothes, law-enforcement personnel can have a problem
with telegraphing, which 1s sometimes referred to as “gun
profiling” or “mapping.” “Telegraphing” 1s the tendency for a
concealed handgun or other object to show through the con-
cealing garment, rendering it readily detectable by others.
Holsters and other known carrying devices worn by law-
enforcement personnel do not suificiently minimize tele-
graphing. Furthermore, when the law-enforcement officer or
wearer 1s wearing only one or two layers of clothing, such as
when the wearer 1s dressed appropriately for warm weather or
for working indoors 1 a temperature-controlled environ-
ment, the presence of the carrying device becomes even more
evident. In many instances, the carrying device, 1itself, will
telegraph the potential presence of a handgun or other object.
One way to attempt to avoid this particular problem 1s to carry
the handgun (or other object) 1n a front pocket of the person’s
pants, thus foregoing the use of the carrying device altogether.
This practice, however, has at least several disadvantages.
First, the pocket 1s usually mnsufficient 1n size to store and
conceal most sizes of handguns, including standard size (also
known as “full s1ze”), compact size, and even subcompact
s1ze (also known as “pocket pistol”). Second, telegraphing of
the handgun or other object 1s not minimized because the
object 1s commonly carried 1n the pocket such that a protu-
berance 1s present that 1s not sufliciently concealed by the
person’s pants. Third, the object 1s commonly carried 1n the
pocket such that the person’s ability to kneel, run, and sit are
restricted. Fourth, the person’s ability to quickly remove the
object from the pocket 1s compromised because the size of the
person’s hand gripping the object 1s usually greater than the
s1ze of the pocket opening.

Accordingly, what 1s needed 1s a solution to the foregoing
problems. More specifically, there 1s a need for a pocket that
1s especially suitable for carrying, in a concealed and readily-
accessible state, a handgun or other object.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a
pocketfor a garment1s disclosed. The pocket comprises a first
layer and a second layer, which 1s attached to the first layer to
form a partially enclosed space. The partially enclosed space
comprises a region defined by (1) a first line corresponding
substantially to a line of flexion of a hip joint of a wearer of the
garment and (2) a second line corresponding substantially to
a centerline of a thigh of a wearer of the garment. The region
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2

1s configured and disposed to substantially conceal an object
stored 1n the region from a person viewing the garment.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
a garment for a person 1s disclosed. The garment comprises a
pocket, which comprises a first layer and a second layer. The
second layer 1s attached to the first layer to form a partially
enclosed space. The partially enclosed space comprises a
region defined by (1) a first line corresponding substantially
to a line of flexion of a hip joint of a wearer of the garment and
(2) a second line corresponding substantially to a centerline
of a thigh of a wearer of the garment. The first layer and the
second layer are configured and disposed to form an opening,
to provide access to the space. The opening 1s configured to be
adjustable from a first s1ze to a second size, the second size of
the opening being larger than the first size of the opening.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present inven-
tion, a method of making a garment for a person 1s disclosed.
The method comprises the following: (1) providing at least
one layer of material; (2) forming a pocket having an opening
from the at least one layer of material, the pocket comprising
a region defined by a first line corresponding to a line of
flexion corresponding to a hip joint of a wearer of the garment
and by a second line corresponding to a centerline of a thigh
of the wearer of the garment, the region being configured and
disposed to substantially conceal an object disposed 1n the
region from a person viewing the garment; (3) attaching a first
part of a fastener to the at least one layer of material proximate
to the opening of the pocket; (4) attaching a second part of a
fastener to the pocket opposite the first part of a fastener; (5)
engaging the first part of a fastener and the second part of a
fastener to provide areduction 1n the size of the opeming of the
pocket; (6) connecting the first layer and the second layer with
a first seam, the first seam being configured and disposed to
orient the object 1n the region; (7) connecting the first layer
and the second layer with a second seam, the second seam
intersecting the first seam and being configured and disposed
to guide the object into the region; and (8) attaching the
pocket to the garment.

In accordance with still yet another aspect of the present
invention, a system for carrying a handgun in a garment 1s
disclosed. The system comprises a pocket to be attached to a
garment. The pocket comprises at least one sheet of material
configured to form a partially enclosed space, the partially
enclosed space comprising a region to store a handgun. The
region 1s defined by (1) afirst line corresponding substantially
to a line of flexion of a hip joint of a wearer of the garment and
(2) a second line corresponding substantially to a centerline
of a thigh of a wearer of the garment. The pocket further
comprises (1) an mner edge to be disposed proximate to an
inseam of the garment; (2) a base intersecting the inner edge;
and (3) a seam disposed adjacent to the region, the seam
extending substantially parallel to the inner edge for a prede-
termined distance. The mner edge, the base and the seam
define a zone 1n the region to receive a portion of a handgun.
The zone 1s configured to (1) position a barrel of the handgun
adjacent to the mner edge; (2) position a muzzle of the hand-
gun substantially adjacent to the base; and (3) position a
trigger guard of the handgun proximate to an end of the seam
opposite the base. The seam and the inner edge are configured
and disposed to restrict lateral movement of the handgun
when positioned 1n the zone.

Among the advantages of the present invention are that 1t
enables the wearer to carry, 1n a concealed and readily-acces-
sible state, a handgun or other object. The present invention
minimizes telegraphing of the handgun or other object and
also renders it extremely difficult for a person other than the
wearer to access the handgun or other object carried therein
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without the wearer’s knowledge. Additionally, 1t 1s difficult
for the wearer to lose possession of the handgun or other
object carried therein, including even while the wearer 1s
engaging 1n strenuous physical activity (e.g., fighting, run-
ning, jumping). The present invention does not significantly
compromise the wearer’s freedom of movement because the
handgun or other object does not intersect (1) the line of
flexion of the wearer’s hip joint or (2) the line of flexion of the
wearer’s knee joint. For example, the ability of the wearer to
kneel, run, and sit 1s not sigmficantly compromised. The
wearer also benefits from having “constant recognition” or
“constant feel” that the handgun or other object 1s on his
person because 1t 1s carried adjacent to his inner thigh,
increasing the possibility that the wearer would notice 1f 1t
went missing.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be apparent from the following more detailed description of
the corresponding embodiments, taken 1n conjunction with
the accompanying drawings which illustrate, by way of
example, the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic front plan view of an exemplary
embodiment of a pocket in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

FI1G. 2 1s a schematic front plan view of the pocket of FIG.
1 showing a handgun therein.

FI1G. 3 1s a partial front view of a conventional pair of pants
showing the pocket of FIG. 1.

FI1G. 4 1s a schematic front plan view of another exemplary
embodiment of the pocket of the present invention showing a
handgun being carried therein.

FIG. 5 15 a side view of a wearer wearing a conventional
pair of pants showing an exemplary embodiment of the
pocket of the present invention 1n an enlarged position.

FIGS. 6 A-6E collectively show the process by which a
wearer wearing pants having an exemplary embodiment of
the pocket of the present invention removes a handgun from
the pocket.

FIG. 7 1s a side view of a wearer wearing a conventional
pair of jeans showing another exemplary embodiment of the
pocket of the present invention 1n an enlarged position.

Wherever possible, the same reference numbers are used
throughout the drawings to refer to the same or like parts.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 1s a schematic front plan view of an exemplary
embodiment of a pocket in accordance with the present inven-
tion. Pocket 10, which 1s configured for a left-handed user, 1s
intended for incorporation 1nto a garment (e.g., pants, shorts).
By way of example, pocket 10 may be used as the left front
pocket of a conventional pair of pants. It 1s to be understood
that pocket 10 actually includes two layers of material to form
the pocket. More specifically, pocket 10 includes an outer
layer of maternial (outer layer 20) and an 1nner layer of mate-
rial (see, e.g., FIG. 5 at 136). Only outer layer 20 1s shown 1n
FIG. 1 because outer layer 20 and the corresponding inner
layer are substantially congruent. Outer layer 20 and the
corresponding mner layer each may be formed from a single
piece of pliable material. The pliable materials that can be
used include (without limitation) ripstop cloth and ripstop
nylon. Outer layer 20 1s fastened (e.g., secamed or sewn) to the
corresponding inner layer along inner edge 24; first and sec-
ond segments 28, 30 of base edge 26; and segment 34 of outer
edge 32. Alternatively, outer layer 20 and the corresponding
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4

inner layer may be from a single piece of pliable material with
only minmimal fastening being required. For example, a sub-
stantially symmetrical piece of pliable material may be folded
over upon itself along inner edge 24. In such an instance, outer
layer 20 still 1s fastened to the corresponding inner layer along
base edge 26 and segment 34 of outer edge 32.

In pocket 10, the corresponding inner layer (but not outer
layer 20) can be fastened to the waistline of the garment along
top or first edge 38. As used herein, “waistline” 1s defined as
the part ol a garment that generally covers the waistline of the
person and/or an adjoining area above or below the waistline.
Similarly, the corresponding mnner layer (but not outer layer
20) 1s intended to be fastened to the garment along segment 36
of outer or fourth edge 32, which coincides with the typical
pocket opening 44 (explained below). Both outer layer 20 and
the corresponding inner layer are intended to be fastened to
the garment along segment 34 of outer edge 32. Outer edge 32
can be extended to provide for segment 34 to maintain pocket
10 1n a proper position following incorporation 1nto the gar-
ment, especially as pocket 10 1s not fastened to the garment
along inner or second edge 24 or base or third edge 26.
Additionally, 1n pocket 10, outer layer 20 1s releasably fas-
tened to the corresponding 1nner layer along waistedge 38 via
readily-releasable fasteners 40 (that are disguised or hidden
within a flap in the garment that also serves as a waistband).
As shown in FIG. 1, readily-releasable fasteners 40 are snaps;
however, other readily-releasable fasteners, including (with-
out limitation) hook and loop-type fasteners (e.g., Velcro®)
may be used instead of, or in combination with, snaps. In
another embodiment, outer layer 20 can be releasably fas-
tened to the corresponding mner layer along outer edge 32.
See e.g., FI1G. 7.

In FIG. 1, the pocket 10 1s shown with an unenlarged
pocket opening 44, which opening 1s comparable 1n size to a
conventional pocket opening. The wearer can freely insert his
hand into pocket 10 by way of unenlarged pocket opening 44
and grip an exemplary object (e.g., handgun) carried therein.
However, the wearer cannot readily remove the exemplary
object from pocket 10 by way of unenlarged pocket opening
44 because, when gripping the exemplary object, the size of
his hand 1s greater than the size of unenlarged pocket opening
44. Upon the release of readily-releasable fasteners 40, the
opening of pocket 10 becomes enlarged pocket opening 50,
which 1s shown 1n phantom 1n FIG. 1. Enlarged pocket open-
ing 50 1s significantly larger than a conventional pocket open-
ing. Enlarged pocket opening 50 1s dimensioned such that the
wearer can readily remove the exemplary object from pocket
10 because the size of the enlarged pocket opening 1s greater
than the size of the wearer’s hand gripping the object.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic front plan view of pocket 10 showing,
a handgun 60 to be carried therein. Pocket 10 1s incorporated
into a garment (e.g., pants) such that 1t 1s oriented as shown 1n
FIG. 2. Line 62 through pocket 10 represents approximately
the line of flexion corresponding to the wearer’s hip joint.
Line 64 through pocket 10 represents approximately the cen-
terline of the wearer’s thigh. Line 66 through pocket 10
represents approximately the wearer’s waistline. Origin point
70 1s defined by the intersection of line 62 and line 64.

Assuming that line 62 and line 64 correspond respectively
to the x-axis and y-axis of a Cartesian coordinate system,
pocket 10 can be considered as having four quadrant-like
regions. First region 72 1s defined by (1) the line of flexion
corresponding to the wearer’s hip joint (1.e., line 62); (2) the
centerline of the wearer’s thigh (i.e., line 64); (3) inner edge
24 of pocket 10, which corresponds approximately to the line
defined by the wearer’s inseam; and (4) base edge 26, which
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1s located above the line of flexion corresponding to the wear-
er’s knee joint, and includes first segment 28.

Second region 74 1s defined by (1) the line of flexion
corresponding to the wearer’s hip joint (1.e., line 62); (2) the
centerline of the wearer’s thigh (i.e., line 64); (3) outer edge 5
32; and (4) second segment 30 of base edge 26. Handgun 60
1s shown as being carried 1n first region 72 of pocket 10,
significantly decreasing the possibility that an observer will
notice that the wearer 1s carrying a handgun.

Pocket 10 includes various features for maintaining hand- 10
gun 60 in the orientation shown 1n FIG. 2. More specifically,
pocket 10 1includes first seam 80, which 1s substantially par-
allel to mner edge 24 and 1s substantially perpendicular to
segment 28 of base edge 26. First seam 80, mnner edge 24, and
first segment 28 define recerving zone 82, which 1s configured 15
to receive barrel portion 84, muzzle 86, and trigger guard 88
of handgun 60. Receiving zone 82 1s dimensioned to aid 1n
maintaining handgun 60 1n first region 72 and to provide an
ergonomic orientation of handgun 60. Ergonomic orientation
refers to one or more of (1) barrel portion 84 being substan- 20
tially adjacent to inner edge 24; (2) muzzle 86 being substan-
tially adjacent to first segment 28 of base edge 26; and/or (3)
trigger guard 88 being proximal to the end of first secam 80
opposite base edge 26 (1.e., first end 100). Width 90 of receiv-
ing zone 82 is defined by the approximate distance between 25
inner edge 24 and first seam 80. First seam 80 prevents move-
ment of trigger guard 88 away from inner edge 24 to prevent
handgun 60 (or a portion thereof) from entering second region
74. First secam 80 and inner edge 24 restrict lateral movement
of handgun 60, maintaining barrel portion 84 in an orientation 30
substantially adjacent to inner edge 24. If width 90 1s too
great, barrel portion 84 can move and not maintain such
adjacent orientation. Conversely, 11 width 90 1s too small, the
wearer may experience difficulty 1n inserting barrel portion
84 and trigger guard 88 into recerving zone 82. 35

Height 92 of recerving zone 82 1s defined by the approxi-
mate length of first seam 80, unless a removable spacer (see
FIG. 4 at 122) 1s placed 1n the bottom portion of receiving
zone 82. (In such an 1nstance, height 92 of recerving zone 82
1s defined as the approximate length of first seam 80 from first 40
end 100 to removable spacer 122.) As shown 1n FIG. 2, the
length of first seam 80 can be selected such that, once hand-
gun 60 1s mserted 1nto receiving zone 82, the muzzle 86 of
handgun 60 rests on base edge 26 (or removable spacer 122)
and forms a finger gap 94 between grip 96 of handgun 60 and 45
firstend 100 of first seam 80. Finger gap 94 enables the wearer
to grip and remove handgun 60 from pocket 10 more readily.
The wearer, 1n preparing to remove handgun 60 from pocket
10, does not have to force his fingers between grip 96 and first
end 100 of first scam 80 1n order to grasp grip 96. Accord- 50
ingly, finger gap 94 and the length of barrel portion 84 of
handgun 60 are factors 1n selecting the length of first seam 80.

As shown 1n FIG. 4, height 92 of receiving zone 82 can be
decreased by placing a removable spacer 122 1n the bottom
portion of recerving zone 82. The use of removable spacer 122 55
allows pocket 10 to accommodate a handgun having a shorter
barrel portion, while still providing for finger gap 94. Thus,
pocket 10 can be used to carry handguns of varying barrel
length, unlike many holsters and many other conventional
carrying apparatuses, which are manufactured for one spe- 60
cific handgun only.

In another embodiment, pocket 10 could be modified to
carry a handgun having a longer barrel portion by extending
inner edge 24, first seam 80, and base edge 26 downward (1.¢.,
in the direction of the wearer’s knee), increasing height 92 of 65
receiving zone 82. However, it 1s preferable that neither inner
edge 24, first seam 80, nor base edge 26 1s extended so far
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downward that they meet or intersect the line of flexion of
corresponding to the wearer’s knee joint, as this would
adversely affect the wearer’s mobility when carrying the
handgun. For example, the wearer’s ability to kneel, run, or sit
could be compromised. Additionally, the possibility of tele-
graphing of the handgun would be present.

Pocket 10 also includes second seam 102, which meets first
end 100 of first seam 80 and segment 34 of outer edge 32.
Second seam 102 can be provided to seal off adjoining zone
104, which includes part of first region 72 and part of second
region 74. The second seam 102 can be configured to aid the
wearer 1n correctly inserting barrel portion 84 of handgun 60
into receiving zone 82 by preventing the wearer from mistak-
enly inserting handgun 60 into adjoining zone 104.

FIG. 3 1s a partial front view of a conventional pair of pants
110 having pocket 10 incorporated therein. Specifically,
pocket 10 has been substituted for the leit front pocket of
pants 110. An approximate outline of pocket 10 1s shown 1n
phantom, because pocket 10, 1n its first state (1.e., 1ts unen-
larged state), 1s not visible when viewing pants 110. As shown
in FI1G. 3, the inner edge 24 of the pocket 10 1s positioned near
a fly area or fly front of the pants 110. For purposes of
comparison, FIG. 3 includes an approximate outline of a
conventional right front pocket 114. As suggested by FIG. 3,
even a relatively large conventional front pocket, such as right
front pocket 114, does not allow for a handgun (or other
object) to be carried 1n first region 72a, which 1s the counter-
part to first region 72 of pocket 10. Telegraphing of a handgun
carried 1n conventional right front pocket 114 1s likely
because, inter alia, the handgun would intersect the centerline
of the wearer’s thigh, which 1s represented approximately by
line 64a (the counterpart to line 64). Additionally, there 1s a
significant possibility that a handgun carried 1n conventional
right front pocket 114 would intersect the line of flexion
corresponding to the wearer’s hip joint, which is represented
approximately by line 62a (the counterpart to line 62). As
discussed previously, such intersection by the handgun of
lines 62a and/or 64a would compromise movement by the
wearer and would increase the probability of telegraphing the
handgun. In further contrast to pocket 10, conventional right
front pocket 114 does not include any features for maintain-
ing a handgun in a position and 1n an orientation that facili-
tates the removal of the handgun by the wearer. Conventional
right front pocket 114 also does not include an enlargeable
pocket opening to facilitate removal of a handgun by the
wearer.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic front plan view of another exemplary
embodiment of the present invention having a handgun being
carried therein. Pocket 120 1s configured for a nght-handed
wearer and 1s intended to be substituted for the right front
pocket of a conventional pair of pants. A handgun 60 having
a relatively short barrel portion 84 1s shown being carried
therein, specifically within first region 72. Removable spacer
122 (shown 1n phantom) 1s present in the bottom portion of
the receiving zone 82 and limits the distance muzzle 86 can
travel 1n recerving zone 82. As discussed previously, remov-
able spacer 122 reduces the (effective) height 92 of receiving
zone 82, thus providing for finger gap 94 when a handgun 60
having a relatively short barrel portion 84 1s being carried in
the pocket. Removable spacer 122 can be a foam 1nsert, one or
more pins attached to inner and outer layers (e.g., safety pin),
buttons, hook and loop-type fasteners (e.g., Velcro®), or any
other suitable means that can reduce the height of receiving
zone 82.

FIG. 5 1s a side view of wearer 130 wearing pants 132
having another exemplary embodiment of the pocket of the
present mvention icorporated therein. The opening of pocket
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134 1s shown 1n 1ts second state (i1.e., enlarged state), as
readily-releasable fasteners 40 are not fastened. As stated
carlier, enlarged pocket opening 50 1s dimensioned such that
wearer 130 can readily remove an exemplary object (e.g.,
handgun) from pocket 134 even though the size of his hand 1s
greater when gripping such object. FIG. 5 also shows the
relationship between iner layer 136 and outer layer 20.
Where possible, pre-existing seams of pants 132 are used to
incorporate pocket 134, to minimize the possibility that an
observer will notice that pants 132 have been modified. For
example, waist edge 38 of inner layer 136 1s fastened (e.g.,
scamed) along waistline 138 of pants 132, beneath beltline
140. When fastened, fasteners 40 are concealed by beltline
140, hading the presence of a pocket opening that 1s enlarge-
able (see enlarged pocket opening 50). Additionally, there 1s
no rigid requirement that inner layer 136 and outer layer 20 be
congruent. As shown in FI1G. 5, side edge 144 of outer layer 20
extends further toward side seam 142 of pants 132 than does
iner layer 136.

FIGS. 6A-6E collectively show the process by which
wearer 130 removes a handgun from pocket 134. FIG. 6A
shows the opening of pocket 134 in 1ts first state (i.e., its
unenlarged state), as represented by unenlarged pocket open-
ing 44. As suggested by FIG. 6A, pre-existing seams of pants
132 have been used 1n mcorporating pocket 134. FIG. 6B
shows wearer 130 having inserted his hand mto pocket 134
via unenlarged pocket opening 44 to grip the handgun. FIG.
6C shows wearer 130 having released readily-releasable fas-
teners 40, thereby changing the opening of pocket 134 from
its first state to 1ts second state (1.e., its enlarged state), as
represented by enlarged pocket opening 50. The release of
readily-releasable fasteners 40 can be accomplished by out-
ward movement by wearer 130 of his wrist and/or lower
forearm away from his waist. FIG. 6D shows wearer 130
removing the handgun from pocket 134. The handgun can be
readily removed from pocket 134 because, inter alia, the
handgun 1s being carried therein 1n an ergonomic orientation.
More particularly, pocket 134, as 1n all other embodiments of
the present invention, includes a recerving zone (see, €.g.,
FIG. 2 at 82) that 1s dimensioned to aid 1n maintaining the
handgun 1n the first region (see, e.g., FIG. 2 at 72) and 1n an
ergonomic orientation. As stated previously, ergonomic ori-
entation refers to one or more of (1) the barrel portion (see,
¢.g., FIG. 2 at 84) being substantially adjacent to the inner
edge 24 (see, e.g., F1G. 2 at 24); (2) the muzzle (see, e.g., FIG.
2 at 86) being substantially adjacent to the first segment (see,
e.g., FIG. 2 at 28) of the base edge (see, e.g., FIG. 2 at 26) or
a removable spacer; and/or (3) trigger guard (see, e.g., F1G. 2
at 88) being proximal to the first end of the first seam (see,
e.g., FIG. 2 at 80, 100). The onentation of the handgun, as 1t
1s carried 1n pocket 134, 1s roughly similar to the ornientation
of a handgun carried in a holster. However, the position of the
handgun carried 1n pocket 134 (1.e., within the first region)
offers ergonomics that are superior to a conventional holster
because wearer 130 does not have to awkwardly contort his
arm and wrist to access the handgun, as he would when
accessing a handgun carried 1n a holster. For example, the
handgun 1s positioned further down on wearer’s 130 body
than a conventional holster ordinarily would be, thereby
requiring less contortion of the arm and wrist to access the
handgun. Additionally, the position of the handgun in the first
region renders 1t extremely difficult for a person other than
wearer 130 to access the handgun without wearer’s 130
knowledge. In addition, the location of the handgun 1n the first
region also renders 1t difficult for wearer 130 to lose posses-
s1on of the handgun as 1t 1s being carried, even during strenu-
ous physical activity (e.g., fighting, running, jumping).
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Wearer 130 also benefits from having “constant recognition™
or “‘constant feel” that the handgun 1s on his person because 1t
1s carried adjacent to his inner thigh, increasing the possibility
that wearer 130 would notice 11 1t were no longer present in
pocket 134. FIG. 6E shows wearer 130 having completed
removing the handgun from pocket 134.

FIG. 7 shows another embodiment of the pocket of the
present 1mvention. Pocket 150 1s suitable for jeans (pants
usually made of jean or denim) and other garments 1n which
waist edge 38 of outer layer 20 does not substantially coincide
with the waistline of the jeans or other garment. In many
jeans, including jeans 152 shown 1n FIG. 7, the pocket open-
ing curves downward, away from the waistline. This down-
ward curve renders 1t difficult to incorporate and conceal
readily-releasable fasteners 40 along waist edge 38. Also, the
presence of rivet 152, which 1s a common feature in jeans,
may 1nterfere with providing a suitable range of release, sig-
nificantly limiting the size of any resulting enlarged pocket
opening. While rivet 154 could be removed, such an alteration
may render it somewhat more likely that an observer will
notice that jeans 152 had been modified. For these reasons,
the readily-releasable fasteners 40 i pocket 150 are provided
along outer edge 32 of outer layer 20, 1nstead of along waist
edge 38 of outer layer 20 (as shown i FIGS. 1, 2, and 4).
Upon their release, the opening of embodiment 150 assumes
its second state (1.e., 1ts enlarged state), as represented by
enlarged pocket opening 50. Despite the change 1n their loca-
tion, release of readily-releasable fasteners 40 still can be
accomplished by outward movement by wearer 130 of his
wrist and/or lower forecarm. As shown in FIG. 7, respective
outer edges 32 of outer layer 20 and mnner layer 136 substan-
tially coincide with side seam 142. (In the mterest of clarity,
outer edge 32 of outer layer 20 substantially coincides with
side seam 142 only when readily-releasable fasteners 40 are
tastened.) Where possible, pre-existing seams of jeans 152
are used 1n incorporating pocket 150, to minimize the possi-
bility that an observer will notice that jeans 152 have been
modified. Pocket 150 evidences that the present invention can
be adapted to suit a variety of pants. In another embodiment,
rivet 154 can be removed and replaced with a readily-releas-
able fastener 40 that has an appearance similar to a rivet. In a
turther embodiment, the pocket 134 can have releasable fas-
teners 40 on both waist edge 38 and outer edge 32.

Each of the embodiments of the pocket of the present
invention disclosed herein enables its wearer to carry, 1n a
concealed and readily-accessible state, a handgun or other
object. Each embodiment minimizes the telegraphing of the
handgun or other object and also renders 1t extremely difficult
for a person other than the wearer to access the handgun or
other object carried therein without the wearer’s knowledge.
Furthermore, 1t 1s difficult for the wearer to lose possession of
the handgun or other object 1n each embodiment, including
even while the wearer 1s engaging in strenuous physical activ-
ity (e.g., fighting, running, jumping). None of the embodi-
ments significantly compromises the wearer’s freedom of
movement because the handgun or other object does not
intersect (1) the line of flexion of the wearer’s hip joint or (2)
the line of flexion of the wearer’s knee joint. For example, the
ability of the wearer to kneel, run, and sit 1s not significantly
compromised. The wearer also benefits from having “con-
stant recognition” or “constant feel” that the handgun or other
object 1s on his person because 1t 1s carried adjacent to his
inner thigh, increasing the possibility that the wearer would
notice if 1t went missing.

While the invention has been described with reference to a
preferred embodiment, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various changes may be made and equivalents
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may be substituted for elements thereol without departing
from the scope of the invention. In addition, many modifica-
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the invention without departing from the
essential scope thereof. Therefore, 1t 1s mtended that the
invention not be limited to the particular embodiment dis-
closed as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this
invention, but that the invention will include all embodiments
talling within the scope of the appended claims.

The mvention claimed 1s:
1. A pant garment for a person, the garment comprising;
a pant body having an outer layer with an inseam, a waist-
band, and leg portions;
the waistband having a top edge and a bottom edge, the
bottom edge having attached segments and unattached
segments, the attached segments of the bottom edge are
stitched to the pant body and the unattached segments of
the bottom edge are free from attachment allowing
access to the pant body underneath the waistband;
a pocket attached to the pant body and positioned under-
neath the outer layer, the pocket comprising;
a first layer having an exterior surface and an interior
surface:
a second layer having an exterior surface and an 1nterior
surface, the second layer i1s positioned opposite the
first layer and attached to the first layer forming a
partially enclosed space;
a first edge extending along a waistline of the pant body;
a second edge extending from the first edge;
a third edge positioned opposite the first edge and
extending from the second edge;
a fourth edge positioned opposite the second edge and
extending from the third edge to the first edge;
an opening positioned along the fourth edge;
a plurality of fasteners located along the first edge on the
interior surface of the first layer;
a plurality of corresponding fasteners located along the
first edge on the exterior surface of the second layer

and positioned underneath the unattached segments
of the bottom edge of the waistband;
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wherein the plurality of fasteners and the plurality of cor-
responding fasteners when mated are concealed by the
waistband:

wherein upon release of the plurality of fasteners and the
plurality of corresponding fasteners, the opening 1s con-
verted from a first size to a second si1ze, the second size
of the opening being larger than the first size of the
opening.

2. The garment of claim 1, wherein the plurality of fasten-
ers and the plurality of corresponding fasteners are config-
ured to bereleasable by ahand of a user present 1n the partially
enclosed space.

3. The garment of claim 2, wherein the plurality of fasten-
ers and the plurality of corresponding fasteners are config-
ured to be releasable by movement of at least one of a wrist or
forearm of the user.

4. The garment of claim 1, wherein a fastener 1s positioned
along the fourth edge and the opening further extends along
the fourth edge to form the second size.

5. The garment of claim 1, wherein the plurality of fasten-
ers and the plurality of corresponding fasteners comprise one
ol a snap fastener or a hook and loop fastener.

6. The garment of claim 1, further comprising:

a first seam extending from an intermediate point of the
third edge toward the first edge for a predetermined
distance to an end of the first seam, the first seam being
positioned parallel to the second edge over the predeter-
mined distance;

the third edge comprising a segment, the segment extend-
ing from the second edge to the first seam;

the first seam, the segment and the second edge define a
receiving zone to store an object; and

the first seam 1s positioned to orient the object in the receiv-
ing zone and to prevent lateral movement of the object 1in
the receiving zone.

7. The garment of claim 6, wherein the object comprises a
handgun having a barrel and a muzzle being positioned in the
region.

8. The garment of claim 7, wherein the second size of the
opening permits a user to withdraw the handgun from the

region and the partially enclosed space.
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