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CUTTING ASSEMBLY WITH ENHANCED
COOLANT DELIVERY

BACKGROUND OF THE

INVENTION

The invention pertains to a cutting assembly for removing,
material from a workpiece. More specifically, the invention
pertains to such a cutting assembly that includes a toolholder,
which carries a cutting insert, wherein the toolholder provides
the capability to supply coolant to the cutting insert.

In a cutting operation, such as, for example, a grooving,
operation, a grooving or cutting insert engages a workpiece so
as to remove material from the workpiece. In some cutting
assemblies, an upper seat and a lower seat retain the cutting
insert. Exemplary cutting assemblies wherein an upper seat

and a lower seat retain a cutting insert are shown in U.S. Pat.
No. 6,261,032 and PCT Patent Application Publication WO

2009/141815 Al.

Material removal operations can generate heat at the inter-
face between the cutting insert and the workpiece. Typically,
it 1s advantageous to provide coolant to the vicinity of the
interface between the cutting nsert and the workpiece. The
following patent documents are exemplary of arrangements
that delivery coolant to the vicinity of a cutting insert: U.S.
Pat. No. 5,439,3277; U.S. Pat. No. 5,775,854; U.S. Pat. No.
6,705,805; and U.S. Pat. No. 7,641,422.

Even though the arrangements disclosed 1n some of the
above patent documents deliver coolant, 1t remains highly
desirable to provide a cutting assembly that delivers 1n an
eificient fashion coolant to the interface between the cutting
insert and the workpiece. This 1s especially true for a cutting
operation 1n which the cutting msert engages the workpiece
surface at the outside diameter (1.e., outside workpiece sur-
tace) for the purpose of cutting a groove. During the cutting
operation, as the depth of the groove increases, the difficulty
connected with coolant delivery to the cutting insert-work-
piece interface increases. As can be appreciated, 1t would very
beneficial to provide a cutting assembly (and especially a
toolholder) that delivers coolant to the cutting insert-work-
piece interface even as the depth of the groove increases
during the cutting operation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The inventors have solved the problem of delivering cool-
ant to the cutting insert-workpiece interface by providing a
coolant channel formed in the shank portion of the cutting
isert. More specifically, the coolant channel 1s formed 1n a
protuberance on the top surface of the cutting insert that 1s
directly opposite the coolant discharge of the toolholder. The
coolant channel acts as a nozzle to enhance the tlow rate of
coolant to the cutting 1insert-workpiece interface.

In one aspect, the invention 1s a cutting assembly compris-
ing a toolholder and a cutting insert. The toolholder has an
axial forward end and an axial rearward end, the toolholder
having a head portion at the axial forward end and a shank
portion at the axial rearward end. The head portion contains a
slot separating the head portion 1nto a lower section and an
upper section, the lower section defining a lower seat and the
upper section adapted to retain the cutting insert therebe-
tween. The head portion contains a coolant entrance passage
in fluid communication with a fastener bore, and the head
portion containing a coolant delivery passage 1n tluid com-
munication with the fastener bore, and the coolant delivery
passage having an exit adapted to direct coolant to the cutting,
insert. The cutting insert includes a top surface with an
upwardly extending protuberance that can be engaged by the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

toolholder to rigidly mount the cutting insert in the head
portion of the toolholder. The cutting 1nsert further includes a
coolant channel formed 1n the top surface ofthe cutting insert,
wherein the coolant channel 1s positioned directly opposite of
the exit when mounted 1n the toolholder, thereby causing the
channel to act as a nozzle to enhance the flow rate of the
coolant delivered to an interface between the cutting insert
and a workpiece.

In another aspect, the invention 1s a cutting assembly for
removing material from a workpiece having a workpiece
surface upon the cutting assembly engaging the workpiece at
a cutting 1insert-workpiece mterface. The assembly comprises
a toolholder and an elongate cutting insert, the elongate cut-
ting insert having a central longitudinal cutting insert axis
wherein the central longitudinal cutting insert axis being gen-
erally perpendicular to the workpiece surface. The toolholder
has an axial forward end and an axial rearward end, the
toolholder having a head portion at the axial forward end and
a shank portion at the axial rearward end. The head portion
has a narrow axial forward extension having a central longi-
tudinal extension axis. The head portion contains a slot sepa-
rating the narrow axial forward extension into a lower axial
forward extension section and an upper axial forward exten-
s10n section wherein the upper axial forward extension sec-
tion 1s movable relative to the lower axial forward extension
section. The lower axial forward extension section defines a
lower seat and the upper axial forward extension section
defining an upper seat wherein the lower seat and the upper
seat being adapted to retain the elongate cutting insert there
between such that the central longitudinal cutting 1nsert axis
being generally parallel with the central longitudinal exten-
s1on axis. The head portion contains a fastener bore. The head
portion contains a coolant entrance passage 1n fluid commu-
nication with the fastener bore, and the upper axial forward
extension section contains at least a portion of a coolant
discharging section having a longitudinal coolant discharge
axis. A fastener 1s received within the fastener bore, and the
fastener has an axial fastener bore with an inlet and an outlet,
the axial fastener bore inlet being in fluild commumnication
with the coolant entrance passage and the axial fastener bore
outlet being 1n fluid communication with the fastener bore.
The coolant discharging section 1s 1 fluild communication
with the fastener bore, and the coolant discharging section has
an exit 1 the upper axial forward extension section wherein
the exit opens towards the cutting insert-workpiece interface
so as to discharge coolant towards the cutting insert 1n a
direction generally parallel to the central longitudinal cutting
isert axis. The cutting msert includes a top surface with an
upwardly extending protuberance that can be engaged by the
toolholder to rigidly mount the cutting insert in the head
portion of the toolholder. The cutting insert further includes a
coolant channel formed 1n the top surface of the cutting insert,
wherein the coolant channel 1s positioned directly opposite of

the exit when mounted in the toolholder, thereby causing the
channel to act as a nozzle to enhance the flow rate of the

coolant delivered to an interface between the cutting insert
and a workpiece.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

While various embodiments of the invention are illus-
trated, the particular embodiments shown should not be con-
strued to limait the claims. It 1s anticipated that various changes
and modifications may be made without departing from the
scope of this invention.
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FIG. 1 1s an 1sometric view of the cutting assembly, which
has the toolholder and a cutting insert retained by the tool-

holder;

FI1G. 2 1s a top view of the head portion of the toolholder of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s cross-sectional view of the head portion of the
toolholder of FIG. 1 taken along section line 3-3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 1s cross-sectional view of the head portion of the
toolholder of FIG. 1 taken along section line 4-4 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 1s cross-sectional view of the head portion of the
toolholder of FIG. 1 taken along section line 5-5 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 1s an enlarged view showing the flow of coolant
through the toolholder and onto the cutting insert;

FIG. 7 1s an 1sometric view of the cutting insert according
to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 8 1s a top view of the cutting insert;

FI1G. 9 1s an end view of the cutting insert;

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of the cutting insert of
FIG. 7 taken along section line 10-10 of FIG. 8; and

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view of the cutting insert of
FIG. 7 taken along section line 11-11 of FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring to the drawings wherein like reference charac-
ters designate like elements there 1s shown a cutting assembly
generally designated as 20. The specific kind of cutting
assembly 20 1llustrated 1s a grooving assembly. The 1llustra-
tion of a grooving assembly 1s not intended to restrict the
scope of the invention. Further, the mention of the cutting
assembly and cutting insert as a grooving assembly and
grooving insert 1s not itended to restrict the scope of the
invention. The kinds of cutting assemblies to which the mnven-
tion relates includes, without limitation, a turning assembly, a
cut-oif tool assembly, and a face grooving assembly. The true
scope and spirit of the mvention 1s indicated by the claims
hereof.

Cutting (or grooving) assembly 20 comprises a toolholder
22 and a cutting insert (or grooving mnsert) 24. As shown 1n
FIG. 7, the cutting insert 24 has a central longitudinal cutting
isert axis A-A. The cutting insert 24 1s secured 1n the tool-
holder 22 such that the central longitudinal cutting insert axis
A-A 1s generally perpendicular to the workpiece surface (not
shown). The toolholder 22 has an axial forward end 28 and an
axial rearward end 30. The toolholder 22 has a shank portion
32 at the axial rearward end 30 and a head portion 34 at the
axial forward end 28.

The head portion 34 contains a slot 36. The slot 36 divides
the head portion 34 into an upper section (see bracket 40) and
a lower section (see bracket 42). The head portion 34 has a
narrow (or thin) axial forward extension 44, which has a
central longitudinal extension axis B-B (see FIG. 1). The
narrow axial forward extension 44 forms a lower axial for-
ward extension 44A and an upper axial forward extension
44B. The slot 36 separates the lower axial forward extension
44 A and the upper axial forward extension 44B so they are
movable relative to one another. The upper section 40 (in the
form of the upper axial forward extension 44B) has an upper
seat 46 1n the vicinity of the axial forward extension 44. The
lower section 42 (in the form of the lower axial forward
extension 44 A) has a lower seat 48 1n the vicinity of the axial
torward extension 44. The upper seat 46 and the lower seat 48
comprise a seating region generally designated as 50.

The head portion 34 has a maximum transverse dimension
“G” as shown 1n FIG. 2. The narrow axial forward extension
44 has a transverse dimension “F” as shown in FIG. 2. As
shown 1n FIG. 2, the ratio (F/G) of the transverse dimension
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ol the narrow axial forward extension to the maximum trans-
verse dimension of the head portion 1s about 0.16. The ratio
(F/G) of the transverse dimension of the narrow axial forward
extension to the maximum transverse dimension of the head
portion ranges between about 0.15 and about 0.50. In an
alternate range, the range of F/G 1s between about 0.25 and
about 0.40.

The head portion 34 has a top surface 52 and a selected side
surface 54, which 1s visible 1n a drawing such as FIG. 1.

As will be described hereinatter, the coolant 1s delivered to
the vicinity of the cutting insert-workpiece mterface by dis-
charging coolant from an opening in the narrow axial forward
extension 44 of the head portion 34. Advantages result from
discharging coolant directly at the cutting 1nsert-workpiece
interface throughout the entire cutting operation.

Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, the head portion 34 con-
tains a coolant entrance passage 60, which has an entrance
opening 62 in the one side surface 534. As shown in FIG. 3, the
coolant entrance passage 60 extends from the entrance open-
ing 62 into the interior of the head portion 34. In particular, the
coolant entrance passage 60 extends 1nto the lower section 42
of the head portion 34, and it terminates 1n the interior of the
lower section 42. The entrance opening 62 1s 1n fluid commu-
nication with a source of coolant 64, which 1s shown 1n
schematic, wherein the coolant source typically 1s under pres-
sure.

The head portion 34 also contains a fastener bore 70, which
has an open end 72 at the top surface 52 and extends 1nto the
interior of the head portion 34. The fastener bore 70 intersects
the coolant entrance passage 60 wherein the region of inter-
section has the designation 56. It 1s 1n the region of intersec-
tion 56 that the fastener bore 70 terminates.

In reference to the geometry of the fastener bore 70 and 1n
particular looking at FIG. 3, the fastener bore 70 has a counter
bore section 74 adjacent to the open end 72. The fastener bore
70 further has a coolant reservoir section 76 wherein an
annular shoulder 78 separates the counter bore section 74
from the coolant reservoir section 76. The fastener bore 70
turther has an upper terminal bore section 80, which extends
from the coolant reservoir section 76 to the slot 36. The

tastener bore 70 further has a lower bore section 82 that
extends from the slot 36 and terminates in the lower section 42
of the head portion 34 of the grooving toolholder 22. The
lower bore section 82 terminates in such a fashion that 1t
intersects the coolant entrance passage 60 1n the intersection
region 56. This 1ntersection places the lower bore section 82
in fluid commumnication with the coolant entrance passage 60.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the upper section 40 of the head
portion 34 contains a coolant delivery passage 90, which has
a recerving section 92. The recerving section 92 has a gener-
ally transverse orientation and has an opening 94 at the one
surface 54 of the head portion 34. A plug 100 (or the like)
stops up the recetving section 92 at the opening 94. The
receiving section 92 of the coolant delivery passage 90 travels
from the openming 94 past the fastener bore 70 in such an
orientation to intersect the coolant reservoir section 76. The
receiving section 92 of the coolant delivery passage 90 1s in
fluid communication with the coolant reservoir section 76 of
the fastener bore 70.

The coolant delivery passage 90 has a discharging section
96, which terminates at a discharge opening (or exit) 98, as
shown 1n FIG. 5 (shown 1n phantom 1n FIG. 6). The discharg-
ing section 96 has a longitudinal coolant discharge axis E-E
(see FIG. 6). The receiving section 92 1s in fluid communica-
tion with the discharging section 96. Coolant discharges from
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the discharge opening 98 toward the cutting insert-workpiece
interface from a position (or location) that 1s above the cutting
insert-workpiece interface.

There should be an appreciation that the coolant discharges
from the discharge opening 98 1n a direction directly toward
the cutting 1nsert 24. Keeping 1n mind that the cutting insert
24 1s elongate with a central longitudinal axis, the coolant
discharges the discharge opening 98 in a direction generally
aligned with the central longitudinal axis of the elongate
cutting isert 24 throughout the entire cutting operation. As
will be discussed hereinaiter, certain advantages arise from
the discharge of the coolant directly to the vicinity of the
cutting msert-workpiece interface throughout the entire cut-
ting operation.

The fastener bore 70 receives an elongate fastener 110 for
serving the dual purpose of clamping the cutting insert 24 1n
the toolholder 22, while allowing the coolant 64 to pass there-
through. The fastener 110 has a top (one) axial end 112 and an
opposite bottom (other) axial end 114. The fastener 110 has a
head section 118 adjacent to the top axial end 112. The fas-
tener 110 further has a threaded shank section 122, as well as
a mediate section 120 between the head section 118 and the
shank section 122. The fastener 110 has a seal groove 124 1n
the mediate section 120 and the seal groove 124 carries a
resilient seal 126. The seal 126 creates a fluid-tight seal with
the upper terminal bore section 80. The fastener 110 contains
an axial fastener bore 130 which has an open end 132 adjacent
the bottom end 114 of the fastener 110. The fastener 110
further contains a transverse fastener bore 136, which inter-
sects the axial fastener bore 130, and has openings 138.

Referring to FIGS. 3-6, in operation, coolant under pres-
sure from the coolant source 64 enters the coolant entrance
passage 60 via the entrance opening 62. Coolant travels

through the coolant entrance passage 60 and into the volume
of thelower bore section 82. Coolant then passes 1nto the axial
tastener bore 130 via the open end 132 thereotf. Coolant then
travels up the axial fastener bore 130 and 1nto the transverse
tastener bore 136. Coolant exits the transverse fastener bore
136 at the openings 138 and 1nto the coolant reservoir section
76. Coolant then enters into the recerving section 92 of the
coolant delivery passage 90, and then into the discharging
section 96 of the coolant delivery passage 90. Coolant, which
1s under pressure (see arrows “C” 1n FIGS. 5 and 6), then exits
the discharge opening 98 1n a direction toward the cutting
insert 24.

Referring to FIGS. 7-11, the cutting insert 24 includes a
pair of cutting portions 140, 142 disposed on either side of a
shank portion 144. During use, the shank portion 144 of the
cutting 1nsert 24 1s clamped to the toolholder 22, as shown 1n
FIG. 1, which locates and support one of the cutting portions
140, 142. When one of the cutting portions 140, 142 1s worn,
for example, the cutting portion 140, the cutting insert 24 1s
rotated 180° 1n the toolholder 22 in order to locate the other
cutting portion 142 at the machining position. As shown 1n
FIGS. 8 and 9, the cutting insert 24 includes a top surface 145
with an upwardly extending protuberance 146 that can be
engaged by the toolholder 22 to rigidly mount the cutting
insert 24 1n 1ts operative position.

In one embodiment, the cutting insert 24 1s formed from a
relatively hard material, such as carbide, cermet, ceramic, and
the like. The cutting msert 24 can be molded using powder
metal technology that 1s known in the art. However, the inven-
tion contemplates other methods and technologies for form-
ing and making the cutting insert, as well as materials other
than those 1dentified above.

The cutting portions 140, 142 are substantially 1dentical
and, hence, only the cutting portion 140 will be described for
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brevity. The cutting portion 140 includes a forward cutting
edge 148 and a clearance face 150 extending downwardly
from the forward cutting edge, as shown 1n FIGS. 9 and 11. In
the 1llustrated embodiment, the forward cutting edge 148 1s
oriented at a lead angle equal to O degrees. However, it should
be appreciated that the mvention 1s not limited by the magni-
tude of the lead angle, and that the invention can be practiced
with any desirable lead angle, for example, a lead angle
between 0 degrees and 10 degrees. A rake surface 152 extends
rearwardly from the forward cutting edge 148, 1.¢., toward the
shank portion 144, to the protrusion 146.

During the enftire cutting operation, it 1s 1mportant to
deliver coolant to the cutting insert-workpiece interface. By
the nature of the cutting operation that forms a groove, as the
cutting operation progresses the cutting insert, which has an
clongate geometry with a central longitudinal axis perpen-
dicular to the surface of the workpiece, moves deeper 1nto the
workpiece. Further, as the cutting operation progresses, the
cutting 1nsert-workpiece interface moves deeper into the
mass of the workpiece. As a result, 1t becomes more difficult
to deliver coolant from an external side nozzle to the cutting
isert-workpiece 1interface because the workpiece itself
blocks coolant from reaching the cutting insert-workpiece
interface.

The problem of delivering coolant to the cutting insert-
workpiece interface has been solved by the mvention by pro-
viding a coolant channel, shown generally at 154, formed 1n
the shank portion 144 of the cutting insert 24. In the 1llustrated
embodiment, the coolant channel 154 1s formed 1n the protu-
berance 146 on the top surface 145 of the cutting 1nsert 24.
However, 1t will be appreciated that the invention 1s not lim-
ited to the coolant channel formed 1n the protuberance, and
that the invention can be practiced by providing a coolant
channel in the top surface of a cutting insert that does not
include the protuberance, so long as the coolant channel 1s
substantially aligned with the discharge opening 98 of the
toolholder 22.

In the illustrated embodiment, the coolant channel 154 1s
substantially V-shaped in cross section and 1s defined by a pair
of side walls 156, 158 and a bottom surface 160 therebetween.
However, it will be appreciated that the invention 1s not lim-
ited by the cross-sectional shape of the channel, and that the
invention can be practiced with any desirable cross-sectional
shape that provides the desired behavior characteristics of the
coolant flow. For example, the channel 154 may be elliptical,
oval, U-shaped, and the like, 1n cross section. The forward end
of each side wall 156, 158 1includes an angled surface 162 for
facilitating the flow of coolant through the channel 154.

It 1s noted that the channel 154 1s aligned with and parallel
to the central longitudinal cutting 1nsert axis A-A of the cut-
ting insert 24, as shown 1n FIG. 8. It 1s also noted that the
channel 154 1s positioned directly opposite of the discharge
opening 98 when mounted in the toolholder 22, as shown 1n
FIG. 6. This feature causes the channel 154 to act as a nozzle
to enhance the tlow rate of the coolant that 1s delivered
directly to the cutting 1nsert-workpiece intertace, and hence,
the delivery of coolant has a higher level of efficiency. More
coolant 1mpinges the cutting insert-workpiece interface,
thereby providing for more efficient cooling of the cutting
insert-workpiece interface.

Overall, it 1s apparent from the above description 1n con-
nection with the drawings that the cutting assembly delivers
coolant in an efficient fashion to the vicinity of the interface
between the cutting insert and the workpiece.

The patents and other documents 1dentified herein are
hereby incorporated by reference herein. Other embodiments
of the mvention will be apparent to those skilled in the art
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from a consideration of the specification or a practice of the
invention disclosed herein. It 1s intended that the specification
and examples are 1llustrative only and are not intended to be
limiting on the scope of the invention. The true scope and
spirit of the mvention 1s indicated by the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A cutting assembly, comprising:

a toolholder and a cutting insert;

the toolholder having an axial forward end and an axial
rearward end, the toolholder having a head portion at the
axial forward end and a shank portion at the axial rear-
ward end;

the head portion containing a slot separating the head por-
tion 1nto a lower section and an upper section, the lower
section defining a lower seat and the upper section
adapted to retain the cutting insert therebetween;

the head portion having an exit adapted to direct coolant to

the cutting 1nsert;
the head portion containing a fastener bore;
the head portion containing a coolant entrance passage 1n

fluid communication with the fastener bore, and the
upper axial forward extension section containing at least

a portion of a coolant discharging section having a lon-

gitudinal coolant discharge axis;

a fastener being received within the fastener bore to clamp
the cutting insert in the toolholder and allow coolant to
pass therethrough, the fastener having an axial fastener
bore with an inlet and an outlet, the axial fastener bore
inlet being 1n fluidd communication with the coolant
entrance passage and the axial fastener bore outlet being
in fluid communication with the fastener bore:

the cutting insert includes a pair of cutting portions dis-
posed on either side of a shank portion, each cutting
portion including a forward cutting edge and a clearance
face extending downwardly from the forward cutting
edge, the forward cutting edge being oriented at a lead
angle of between 0 degrees and 10 degrees, the cutting
isert further including a rake surface extending rear-
wardly from the forward cutting edge of each cutting
portion toward the shank portion to a protuberance
extending upwardly 1n the shank portion, the upwardly
extending protuberance engaged by the toolholder to
rigidly mount the cutting insert 1n the head portion of the
toolholder, the cutting insert turther including a coolant
channel formed 1n the protuberance of the shank portion
of the cutting 1nsert adjacent each rake surface,

wherein the coolant channel 1s positioned directly opposite
of the exit when the cutting insert 1s mounted 1n the
toolholder, thereby causing the coolant channel to act as
a nozzle to enhance the flow rate of the coolant delivered
to an interface between the cutting insert and a work-
piece.

2. The cutting assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
coolant channel 1s formed in the protuberance on the top
surface of the cutting insert.

3. The cutting assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
coolant channel 1s V-shaped in cross section.

4. The cutting assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
coolant channel 1s aligned with and parallel to a central lon-
gitudinal cutting insert axis of the cutting insert.

5. The cutting assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
tastener further includes a transverse fastener bore intersect-
ing the axial fastener bore.

6. The cutting assembly according to claim 5, wherein the
fastener bore defines a coolant reservoir section, and the
transverse fastener bore opening into the coolant reservoir
section.
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7. The cutter assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
head portion comprises a narrow axial forward extension, at
least a portion of the coolant delivery passage being 1n the
narrow axial forward extension, and the exit being in the
narrow axial forward extension.

8. A cutting assembly for removing material from a work-
piece having a workpiece surface upon the cutting assembly
engaging the workpiece at a cutting insert-workpiece inter-
face, the assembly comprising:

a toolholder and an elongate cutting insert, the elongate
cutting isert having a central longitudinal cutting insert
ax1s wherein the central longitudinal cutting 1nsert axis
being generally perpendicular to the workpiece surface;

the toolholder having an axial forward end and an axial
rearward end, the toolholder having a head portion at the
axial forward end and a shank portion at the axial rear-
ward end;

the head portion having a narrow axial forward extension
with a central longitudinal extension axis, the head por-
tion containing a slot separating the narrow axial for-
ward extension into a lower axial forward extension
section and an upper axial forward extension section
wherein the upper axial forward extension section 1s
movable relative to the lower axial forward extension
section, and the lower axial forward extension section
defining a lower seat and the upper axial forward exten-
sion section defining an upper seat wherein the lower
seat and the upper seat being adapted to retain the elon-
gate cutting insert therebetween such that the central
longitudinal cutting insert axis being generally parallel
with the central longitudinal extension axis;

the head portion containing a fastener bore;

the head portion containing a coolant entrance passage 1n
fluid communication with the fastener bore, and the
upper axial forward extension section containing at least
a portion of a coolant discharging section having a lon-
gitudinal coolant discharge axis;

a fastener being recerved within the fastener bore to clamp
the cutting insert in the toolholder and allow coolant to
pass therethrough, the fastener having an axial fastener
bore with an inlet and an outlet, the axial fastener bore
inlet being 1n fluidd communication with the coolant
entrance passage and the axial fastener bore outlet being,
in fluid communication with the fastener bore:

the coolant discharging section being in fluid communica-
tion with the fastener bore, and the coolant discharging
section having an exit in the upper axial forward exten-
sion section wherein the exit opens towards the cutting,
insert-workpiece interface so as to discharge coolant
towards the cutting 1nsert 1n a direction generally paral-
lel to the central longitudinal cutting insert axis;

the cutting 1nsert including a pair of cutting portions dis-
posed on etther side of a shank portion, each cutting
portion including a forward cutting edge and a clearance
face extending downwardly from the forward cutting
edge, the forward cutting edge being oriented at a lead
angle of between 0 degrees and 10 degrees, the cutting,
isert further including a rake surface extending rear-
wardly from the forward cutting edge toward the shank
portion to a protuberance extending upwardly in the
shank portion, the upwardly extending protuberance
engaged by the toolholder to rigidly mount the cutting
isert in the head portion of the toolholder, the cutting
insert further including a coolant channel formed 1n the
protuberance of the shank portion of the cutting insert
adjacent each rake surface,
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wherein the coolant channel 1s positioned directly opposite
of the exit when mounted in the toolholder, thereby
causing the coolant channel to act as a nozzle to enhance
the flow rate of the coolant delivered to an interface
between the cutting insert and a workpiece.

9. The cutting assembly according to claim 8, wherein the
coolant channel 1s formed in the protuberance on the top
surface of the cutting insert.

10. The cutting assembly according to claim 8, wherein the
coolant channel 1s V-shaped 1n cross section.

11. The cutting assembly according to claim 8, wherein the
coolant channel 1s aligned with and parallel to a central lon-
gitudinal cutting insert axis of the cutting insert.
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