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(57) ABSTRACT

An oven rack constructed from an expanded or punched metal
1s provided. The oven rack can be coated with one or more
coatings to e.g., protect the metal from discoloration or dam-
age, and/or to provide certain properties to the surface of the
rack that may be desirable for cooking operations. An oven
appliance incorporating such an oven rack 1s also provided.

20 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
METAL RACK FOR AN OVEN APPLIANCE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The subject matter of the present invention relates gener- >
ally to rack for an oven appliance that 1s constructed from
metal.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

10

Conventional ovens are typically equipped with one or
more racks for the receipt of utensils containing food 1tems
for cooking. For convenience, the racks are usually extend-
able by sliding 1n and out of the oven cavity. Such movement
¢.g., can allow for more easily removing or inserting items 15
into the oven or for allowing an item to cool before being
removed from the rack. The racks may also be removable for
cleaning and/or height adjustment.

A common construction used for oven racks utilizes elon-
gated rods that are e.g., welded together. The rods are config- 20
ured 1n a grid-like manner that allows for the support of food
or a cooking utensil. Open spaces between the rods also allow
for a free flow of air that promotes more uniform heating and
proper cooking. Unfortunately, the manufacturing process for
such racks can be complex and time consuming. The rods 25
must be provided at appropriate lengths and shapes and then
welded together 1n the configuration desired.

Another challenge 1n the design and construction of oven
racks relates to the cleaning and appearance of the racks.
During use, the racks are exposed to very high temperatures 30
during both the cooking and cleanming process. Depending on
the material of construction, the high temperatures can dis-
color the racks 1n a manner that 1s displeasing to the user.
Additionally, food may be deposited on the racks during use.
Again, depending on the material of construction, such 35
deposits can be difficult to remove during cleaning and/or
may leave an undesirable discoloration even after cleaning.,

Accordingly, an oven rack that can provide an alternative to
conventional rack constructions would be useful. More spe-
cifically, an oven rack that can be manufactured without the 40
clongated rod construction of conventional designs would be
usetul. A rack that can also provide for the even distribution of
heat and flow of air through the rack during cooking would be
beneficial. Such a rack that can also be provided with one or
more coatings for protection of the rack would also be useful. 45
An oven containing one or more such racks would also be
beneficial.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

50

Aspects and advantages of the invention will be set forth 1n
part in the following description, or may be obvious from the
description, or may be learned through practice of the mven-
tion.

In one exemplary embodiment, the present invention pro- 55
vides a rack for an oven appliance. The rack includes a sheet
of metal having a plurality of openings spaced over the sheet.
The sheet has multiple peripheral edges. A frame 1s attached
to one or more peripheral edges of the sheet of metal. A brace
1s positioned adjacent to the sheet of metal, connected with 60
the frame, and extends between at least two of the peripheral
edges of the sheet.

In another aspect of the present invention, a method for
manufacturing an oven rack 1s provided. The method includes
the steps of providing an expanded metal sheet comprising 65
iron; cutting the expanded metal sheet into a predetermined
shape for the oven rack; providing a frame for attachment to

2

the periphery of the expanded metal sheet; and, joining the
frame to the expanded metal sheet.

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present mnvention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following description and appended claims. The
accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and con-
stitute a part of this specification, 1llustrate embodiments of
the invention and, together with the description, serve to
explain the principles of the mnvention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A full and enabling disclosure of the present invention,
including the best mode thereof, directed to one of ordinary
skill 1n the art, 1s set forth 1n the specification, which makes
reference to the appended figures, 1n which:

FIG. 1 provides a front view of an exemplary embodiment
of an oven of the present invention.

FIG. 2 provides a partial perspective view of the oven
cavity of FIG. 1 with an exemplary embodiment of an oven
rack of the present invention extending from the cavity.

FIG. 3 15 a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
ol an oven rack of the present invention.

FIG. 4 provides an exploded view of the exemplary
embodiment of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 1llustrates a detail of an edge or side of the exem-
plary oven rack of FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 15 a cross-sectional view of the edge or side of the
exemplary oven rack of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 illustrates a detail of another edge or side of the
exemplary oven rack of FIG. 3.

FIG. 8 1s another cross-sectional view of an edge or side of
the exemplary oven rack of FIG. 3.

FI1G. 9 1s a top down view of a portion of the front end of the
exemplary oven rack of FIG. 3.

Another exemplary embodiment of an oven rack of the
present invention 1s 1llustrated with a perspective view 1n FIG.

10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an oven rack constructed
from an expanded or punched metal. The oven rack can be
coated with one or more coatings to e.g., protect the metal
from discoloration or damage, and/or to provide certain prop-
erties to the surface of the rack that may be desirable for
cooking operations. The present invention also includes an
oven appliance icorporating such an oven rack.

Retference now will be made in detail to embodiments of
the invention, one or more examples of which are illustrated
in the drawings. Each example 1s provided by way of expla-
nation ofthe invention, not limitation of the invention. In fact,
it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the scope or spirit of the
invention. For instance, features illustrated or described as
part of one embodiment can be used with another embodi-
ment to yield a still further embodiment. Thus, 1t 1s intended
that the present mvention covers such modifications and
variations as come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents.

Referring to FIG. 1, an exemplary embodiment of an oven
100 according to the present invention 1s shown. FIG. 1 pro-
vides a front view of oven 100 while FIG. 2 provides a partial
perspective view mto the cooking chamber or cavity 105.

Oven 100 includes a door 104 with handle 106 that provides
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for opening and closing access to a cooking chamber 105. A
user of the appliance 100 can place a variety of different items
to be cooked 1n chamber 103.

One or more heating elements (not shown) positioned at
the top of chamber 105 provide heat for cooking. Such heat-
ing element(s) can be gas, electric, microwave, or a combi-
nation thereof. Other heating elements could be located at the
bottom of chamber 105 as well. A window 110 on door 104
allows the user to view e.g., food items during the cooking
process. For purposes of cooling, vent 108 allows for an
inflow of ambient air into a ventilation system while vent 134
allow for the outflow of such air after it has been heated by
oven 100.

Oven 100 1ncludes a user mterface 102 having a display
103 positioned on top panel 114 with a varniety of controls
112. Interface 102 allows the user to select various options for
the operation of oven 100 including e.g., temperature, time,
and/or various cooking and cleaning cycles. Operation of
oven appliance 100 can be regulated by a controller (not
shown) that 1s operatively coupled 1.e., 1n communication
with, user interface panel 102, heating element(s), and other
components of oven 100 as will be further described.

For example, 1n response to user manipulation of the user
interface panel 102, the controller can operate heating ele-
ment(s). The controller can recetve measurements from a
temperature sensor (not shown) placed 1n cooking chamber
105 and e.g., provide a temperature indication to the user with
display 103. By way of example, the controller may include a
memory and one or more processing devices such as micro-
processors, CPUs or the like, such as general or special pur-
pose microprocessors operable to execute programming
instructions or micro-control code associated with operation
of appliance 100. The memory may represent random access
memory such as DRAM, or read only memory such as ROM
or FLASH. In one embodiment, the processor executes pro-
gramming instructions stored in memory. The memory may
be a separate component from the processor or may be
included onboard within the processor.

The controller may be positioned 1n a variety of locations
throughout appliance 100. In the 1llustrated embodiment, the
controller may be located under or next to the user interface
102 otherwise within top panel 114. In such an embodiment,
input/output (“I/O”) signals are routed between the controller
and various operational components of appliance 100 such as
heating element(s), controls 112, display 103, sensor(s),
alarms, and/or other components as may be provided. In one
embodiment, the user interface panel 102 may represent a
general purpose 1/0 (“GPIO”) device or functional block.

Although shown with touch type controls 112, 1t should be
understood that controls 112 and the configuration of appli-
ance 100 shown 1n FIG. 1 1s provided by way of example only.
More specifically, user interface 102 may include various
input components, such as one or more of a variety of elec-
trical, mechanical or electro-mechanical input devices
including rotary dials, push buttons, and touch pads. The user
interface 102 may include other display components, such as
a digital or analog display device designed to provide opera-
tional feedback to a user. The user interface 102 may be in
communication with the controller via one or more signal
lines or shared communication busses. Also, oven 100 1s
shown as a wall oven but the present invention could also be
used with other appliances such as e.g., a stand-alone oven, an
oven with a stove-top, and other configurations as well.

FIG. 2 also illustrates an exemplary embodiment of an
oven rack 132 of the present mvention that, as shown, 1s
partially extending from the cavity 105 of oven 100. Interior
wall 116 provides a plurality of guides 128 that, 1n conjunc-
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tion with guides placed on an opposing interior wall (not
shown), provide for the positioning of rack 132 at various
levels within oven 100. Such adjustability allows the user of
the appliance to accommodate differently s1zed cooking uten-
sils and/or food 1tems as well as determine the placement of a
food 1item relative to one or more heating elements in cavity
105. Additionally, for purposes of convenience and accessi-
bility, rack 132 can be slid 1n and out of cavity 1035 along
guides 128. Although only one rack 132 1s shown, multiple
racks 132 may be employed with oven 100.

FIG. 3 provides a perspective view of the exemplary oven
rack 132, while FIG. 4 provides an exploded, perspective
view of rack 132. Rack 132 includes a shelf structure 118 that,
for this exemplary embodiment, 1s constructed from
expanded metal sheet 120. In general, the expanded metal
sheet 120 1s created by e.g., subjecting a closed sheet of metal
to a process that shears and stretches the metal to create a
plurality of openings 122 within a grate or lattice of the
expanded metal. While a vaniety of different shapes can be
created, the plurality of openings 122 typically have a dia-
mond configuration created by the lattice of parallel bars 124
and 126. The sheet of expanded metal 1s then cut into e.g., a
square, rectangle, or other shape as may be desired for an oven
rack. While a variety of different metals may be used, pret-
erably the expanded metal 1s 1n the range of about 80 to 99.9
percent 1ron.

Proper cooking operations depend on the flow of radiant
energy and the movement of heated air within cavity 105. In
order to facilitate both radiant and convective elfects, the
expanded metal 120 of rack 132 must include an adequate
amount ol open area or else cooking operations will be
adversely affected because the radiant and convective energy
sources will be blocked. This need 1s particularly acute where
multiple racks 132 are used in oven cavity 105. Accordingly,
preferably the amount of open area (i.e. the amount of area
representing open spaces or holes 1 rack 132 versus the
amount of blocked space represented by the metal making up
metal sheet 120) 1s equal to or greater than about 50 percent
and, still even more preferably, equal to or greater than about
30 percent.

In order to enhance its structural stiffness, rack 132 1s
provided with a plurality of braces 136 that extend from a
front frame portion 138 to a rear frame portion 140. The
braces 136 are positioned adjacent—i.e., 1mmediately
below—expanded metal 120 to provide support thereto. For
this exemplary embodiment, each brace 136 includes tabs
142 at each end of brace 136. Tabs 142 can be used to affix
brace 136 to front frame portion 138 and rear frame portion
140. For example, tabs 142 can be used to weld braces 136 to
portions 138 and 140.

For this exemplary embodiment, braces 136 extend from
the front frame portion 138 to rear frame portion 140 as
shown. However, other configurations may be used as well.
For example, braces 136 could extend between side frame
portions 144 and 146 in a manner perpendicular to what 1s
shown 1 FIGS. 3 and 4. Combinations where braces 136
extend between all portions 138, 140, 144, and 146 could also
be used. Additionally, a different number of braces 136 other
than what 1s shown may be employed depending upon the
amount of stifiness desired for rack 132.

Frame portions 138, 140, 144, and 146 also provide addi-
tional stifiness for support of the expanded metal 120 of rack
132. Such stifiness 1s provided against both torsional and
bending forces that may act upon rack 132 during cooking
operations. Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6, the construction
of frame portion 138 1s illustrated and serves as an example of
how other frame portions may be constructed as well. As
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shown, frame portion 138 1s L-shaped and defines a slot 148
into which one of several peripheral edges 125 (FIG. 4) of the
expanded metal 120 may be recerved. The L-shaped frame
portion includes legs 154 and 156. In one exemplary method
of construction, leg 154 can be welded to expanded metal 120
using e.g., spot welds at locations 150 and 152. Leg 156 also
provides an edge by which the user may withdraw or pull rack
132 from cavity 105 of oven 100.

FIGS. 7 and 8 show the construction for frame portion 144,
it being understood that a similar construction could be used
for frame portion 146. Frame portion 144 1s L-shaped as with
frame portion 138 but 1s oriented difierently to accommodate
the msertion of rack 132 between guides 128 on opposing
interior walls 116 of cavity 105 (FIG. 2). Frame portion 144
defines a slot 149 into which one of several peripheral edges
125 (FIG. 4) of the expanded metal 120 may be received. The
[-shaped frame portion 1ncludes legs 135 and 157. In one
exemplary method of construction, leg 155 can be welded to
expanded metal 120 using e.g., spot welds at locations 151
and 153. Leg 157 provides for structural support and also
helps orient rack 132 along guides 128.

A top view of one edge of rack 132 1s shown in FIG. 9. For
this embodiment, front frame portion 138 includes an exten-
sion 160 that projects past side frame portion 146. A similar
extension (not shown) can be provided for the other side of
rack 132 that projects past side frame portion 144. A groove
158 1s defined by interior wall 117 at the end of guide 128. A
similar groove can be provided on the opposing interior wall
116. Groove 158 1s configured for mating receipt of extension
160 along each side of front frame portion 138. Extension
160, therefore, provides a stopping point when the consumer
pushes rack 132 into cavity 105 to protect the rear wall of
cavity 105 and the rear frame portion 140 from damage. Other
configurations to protect the rear wall of cavity 105 may be
employed as well.

As shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 3, for this exemplary embodi-
ment, rear frame portion 140 of rack 132 1s angled relative to
side portions 144 and 146 and serves as a catch or stop to
delimit the movement of rack 132 out of the oven cavity. More
specifically, when a user pulls rack 132 out of cavity 105, rear
frame portion 140 makes contact with a protuberance 129 1n
guide 128. This contact serves to stop rack 132 from further
movement out of oven 100. However, by lifting the front of
rack 132 up slightly, rack 132 can still be removed from oven
cavity 105, which allows cleaning and/or repositioning of
rack 132 as desired.

FI1G. 10 illustrates another exemplary embodiment of rack
132. For this embodiment, rack 132 1s equipped with a pair of
drawer slides 162 and 164 that allow for the movement of rack
132 into, and out of, cavity 105. More specifically, slides 162
and 164 can be equipped with bearings and other features that
tacilitate the sliding movement of rack 132 relative to interior
walls 116 and 117 to which slides 162 and 164 are mounted.
Other configurations and/or mechanisms for the movement of
rack 132 into, and out of, oven 100 may be employed as well.

The above construction for rack 132 1s by way of example
only. Using the teachings disclosed herein, one of skill 1n the
art will understand that other configurations can be employed
to support expanded metal 120 and provide the stifiness nec-
essary for oven applications. Additionally, as opposed to
expanded metal 120, a punched metal could also be used with
rack 132 1n alternative embodiments of the invention. More
specifically, a sheet of metal could be punched to provide
openings ol various shapes. The resulting sheet could then be
supported by a frame and/or braces as described herein.

Rack 132 may be provided with a varniety of different
coatings. Such coatings can e.g., serve to protect expanded
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metal 120 from damage and discoloration that can be caused
by the extreme temperatures or other conditions that can
occur 1n cavity 105. Such coatings could also provide protec-
tion from foods spilled or deposited onto the rack 132 during
use. By way of example, such coatings could be constructed
from an enamel. Alternatively, a ceramic coating could be
applied. In still another embodiment, a nickel coating could
be used. Other coatings can be used as well. Non-stick coat-
ings may also be employed.

By way of example, rack 132 could be cleaned by acid
washing and then sprayed with one or more powder coatings
using an electrostatic coating process. Alternatively, a wet
spray method may be employed to coat rack 132 using wet
spray, electrostatic wet spray, wet flow coating, wet dip and/or
clectrophoretic deposition. The wet coating processes can be
single step or multiple step process followed by one or more
heating steps.

Although the above exemplary embodiment has been
described using a single metal sheet 120 that 1s connected
with the frame portions along its peripheral edges, using the
teachings disclosed herein 1t will be understood that rack 132
could be constructed using one or more metal sheets cut into
shapes as desired and positioned with the frame portions to
provide the desired rack configuration. For example, rack 132
could be constructed from two or three metal sheets placed
side-by-side and joined to the frame portions. Braces 136
could be located adjacent or directly under the seams where

such metal sheets meet. The sheets could be welded or oth-
erwise joined to the braces to provide structural support and
rigidity.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, mcluding the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled 1n the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
1s defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled i the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims 11 they include
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language
of the claims, or 11 they include equivalent structural elements
with 1nsubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A rack for an oven appliance, the rack comprising:

a metal sheet comprising a plurality of openings spaced
over the metal sheet between multiple peripheral edges
that are coplanar with the metal sheet;

a frame comprising a pair of L-shaped portions attached
along opposing peripheral edges of the metal sheet, each
L-shaped portion comprising a pair of legs that are
respectively horizontally-oriented and vertically-ori-
ented, each of the pair of legs defining a slot, wherein the
opposing peripheral edges of the metal sheet extend into
the slot along only the horizontally-oriented leg, and
wherein each L-shaped portion 1s positioned such that
the horizontally-oriented leg extends further away from
a center of the metal sheet than a vertical plane associ-
ated with the vertically-oniented leg, such that the
respective peripheral edge of the metal sheet that
extends along the horizontally-oriented leg of each
L-shaped portion extends beyond the vertically-oriented
leg:

a brace positioned adjacent to the metal sheet, connected
with the frame, and extending between at least two of the
multiple peripheral edges of the metal sheet.
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2. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 1, wherein for
cach L-shaped portion the pair of legs are orthogonal to each
other.

3. Therack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 2, wherein the
oven appliance includes guides positioned along opposing
interior walls, wherein each L-shaped portion 1s configured
tor receipt ol one o the guides between the pair of legs of each

L-shaped portion.

4. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 1, wherein the
metal sheet comprises an expanded metal.

5. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 4, wherein the
openings of the metal sheet are diamond shaped.

6. The rack for an oven appliance as 1in claim 1, wherein the
frame comprises multiple frame portions, each of the frame
portions being attached to at least one peripheral edge of the
metal sheet.

7. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 1, wherein the
frame portions and the metal sheet are welded together.

8. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 1, wherein the
frame comprises multiple frame portions, and wherein each
frame portion 1s L-shaped and defines a slot into which at least
one peripheral edge 1s recerved.

9. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 8, wherein the
frame portions and the sheet are welded together.

10. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 1, wherein
the brace includes one or more tabs positioned at opposing,
ends of the brace, the tabs being connected to the frame.

11. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 10, wherein
the tabs are welded to the frame.

12. The rack for an oven appliance as in claim 1, wherein
the frame comprises multiple frame portions, and wherein at
least one of the frame portions 1s angled relative to the other
frame portions so as to provide a stop that delimits the sliding
movement of the rack within the oven appliance.

13. The rack for an oven appliance as in claim 1, wherein
the metal sheet 1s coated with a metal plating matenal.

14. The rack for an oven appliance as in claim 1, wherein
the metal sheet has an open area of about 80 percent or greater.

15. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 1, wherein
the metal sheet 1s coated with a non-metallic, ceramic mate-
rial.

16. An oven comprising the rack of claim 1.

17. A method for manufacturing an oven rack, comprising:

cutting an expanded metal sheet into a predetermined

shape for the oven rack, the metal sheet having multiple
peripheral edges lying within a plane defined by the
metal sheet;
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creating a frame for attachment to the periphery of the
expanded metal sheet, the frame comprising an
L-shaped portion that includes a pair of legs that are
respectively horizontally-oriented and vertically-ori-
ented, each of the pair of legs defining a slot; and

inserting at least one peripheral edge of the expanded metal
sheet 1nto only the slot defined by the horizontally-ori-
ented leg such that the at least one peripheral edge of the
expanded metal sheet remains within the plane of the
metal sheet and the vertically-oriented leg 1s positioned
beneath the metal sheet, wherein each L-shaped portion
1s positioned such that the horizontally-oriented leg
extends further away from a center of the metal sheet
than a vertical plane associated with the vertically-ori-
ented leg.

18. A method for manufacturing an oven rack as 1n claim
17, turther comprising the step of coating the expanded metal
sheet with a non-metallic material, a metallic material, or a
combination thereof.

19. A rack for an oven appliance, the rack comprising;

a metal sheet having a plurality of openings spaced over the
sheet, the sheet having multiple peripheral edges lying
within a plane defined by the metal sheet;

a frame attached to atleast one peripheral edge of the metal
sheet such that the at least one peripheral edge 1s within
the plane of the metal sheet, wherein the frame com-
prises multiple frame portions, and wherein at least one
frame portion 1s L-shaped and includes a slot defined by
a first horizontally-oriented leg and a second vertically-
oriented leg, wherein the metal sheet 1s positioned out-
side of the second vertically-oriented leg and within a
portion of the slot defined by the first horizontally-ori-
ented leg, wherein the L-shaped portion 1s positioned
such that the first horizontally-oriented leg extends fur-
ther away from a center of the metal sheet than a vertical
plane associated with the second vertically-orniented leg,
and wherein the portion of the metal sheet positioned
within the slot defined by the first horizontally-oriented
leg extends beyond the second vertically-oriented leg;
and

a brace positioned adjacent to the metal sheet, connected
with the frame, and extending between at least two of the
peripheral edges of the metal sheet.

20. The rack for an oven appliance as 1n claim 19, wherein

the metal sheet comprises an expanded metal.
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