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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
COLLAPSIBLE AND EXPANDABLE
ELECTRICAL DEVICE COVER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of the earlier patent
application entitled “Apparatus and Method for Collapsible
and Expandable Electrical Device Cover,” Ser. No. 12/6953,
985 to Shotey et al., filed Jan. 28, 2010, now U.S. Pat. No.
8,106,295, 1ssued Jan. 31, 2012, which claims the benefit of
priority to U.S. provisional application Ser. No. 61/147,946 to
Shotey et al., entitled “Collapsible/Expandable Cover,” filed
Jan. 28, 2009, the disclosures of which are hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

Aspects of this document relate generally to electrical
device covers.

2. Description of Related Art

Electrical device covers are conventionally used to protect
clectrical devices from water and other contaminants, prevent
access to electrical wires, and/or provide a particular decora-
tive look to an 1nstalled electrical device. Conventional elec-
trical device covers may include a variety of components,
such as bases and lids, and may be mounted in a variety of
orientations, such as horizontal or vertical. Electrical device
covers may be used 1n a variety of locations, including inte-
rior/exterior walls or recessed within a wall or other structure.

SUMMARY

In an aspect, an electrical device cover may comprise a
base having a wall structure comprised of at least a first pair of
opposing walls and a second pair of opposing walls located
perpendicular to the first pair of opposing walls and an open-
ing 1n a back side large enough to receive an electrical device.
The device further comprises at least one rail on an exterior
surface of at least one of the first pair of opposing walls, the at
least one rail running perpendicular to a plane 1n which the
back side of the base resides and a detachable hinge compo-
nent having a base that1s slidably coupled to at least one of the
rails, the detachable hinge component further comprising at
least one hinge member that 1s parallel to the base of the hinge
component. A lid comprises at least one hinge tab 1n which
the at least one hinge member seats such the lid 1s pivotally
coupled to the hinge component.

Particular implementations may include one or more of the
following. At least one stop on an exterior surface of the at
least one of the first pair of opposing walls may run parallel to
a plane 1n which the back side of the base resides. When the
base of the detachable hinge component is slidably coupled to
the at least one rail and rests against a front lip of the base, the
l1d 1s pivotable through the hinge member with respect to the
base between an open position and an expanded closed posi-
tion. When the base of the detachable hinge component 1s
slidably coupled to the at least one rail and located 1n a
proximal position relative to the back side of the base of the
clectrical device cover, the 11d 1s pivotable through the hinge
member with respect to the base between an open position
and a collapsed closed position.

The electrical device cover may further comprise at least
one rail on an exterior surface of at least one of the second pair
of opposing walls, the at least one rail running perpendicular
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2

to the plane 1n which the back side of the base resides. When
the base of the detachable hinge component i1s slidably
coupled to the at least one rail and rests against a front lip of
the base, the lid 1s pivotable through the hinge member with
respect to the base between an open position and an expanded
closed position.

The Iid may further comprise a latch component that mates
with a latch component on the base to secure the lidin a closed
position.

When the base of the detachable hinge component 1s slid-
ably coupled to the at least one rail on the outer surface of one
of the first pair of opposing walls and the detachable hinge
member 1s located between the front lip of the base and the
plane 1n which the back side of the base resides, the lid 1s
pivotable through the hinge member with respect to the base
between an open position and a closed position that 1s
between an expanded closed position and a collapsed closed
position. When the base of the detachable hinge component 1s
slidably coupled to the at least one rail on the outer surface of
one of the second pair of opposing walls and the detachable
hinge member 1s located between the front lip of the base and
the plane 1in which the back side of the base resides, the 1id 1s
pivotable through the hinge member with respect to the base
between an open position and a closed position that 1s
between an expanded closed position and a collapsed closed
position.

When the base of the detachable hinge component 1s slid-
ably coupled to two rails on the outer surface of one of the first
pair of opposing walls, the lid 1s pivotable through the hinge
member with respect to the base between an open position
and a closed position that 1s between an expanded closed
position and a collapsed closed position. When the base of the
detachable hinge component 1s slidably coupled to two rails
on the outer surface of one of the second pair of opposing
walls, the lid 1s pivotable through the hinge member with
respect to the base between an open position and a closed
position that 1s between an expanded closed position and a
collapsed closed position.

In another aspect, an electrical device cover, comprises a
base having a wall structure comprised of at least a first pair of
opposing walls and a second pair of opposing walls located
perpendicular to the first pair of opposing walls and an open-
ing 1n a back side large enough to receive an electrical device.
The device cover turther comprises at least a first rail on an
exterior surface of at least one of the first pair of opposing
walls, the at least first rail running perpendicular to a plane in
which the back side of the base resides and at least a second
rail on an exterior surface of at least one wall that 1s perpen-
dicular to the at least one of the first pair of opposing walls, the
at least second rail running perpendicular to a plane 1n which
the back side of the base resides. The device further comprises
a detachable hinge component having a base that 1s slidably
couplable to the least first rail and the at least second rail, the
detachable hinge component further comprising at least one
hinge member that 1s parallel to the base of the hinge com-
ponent and a Iid comprising at least one hinge tab in which the
at least one hinge member seats such the lid 1s pivotally
coupled to the hinge component.

Particular implementations may include one or more of the
following. When the base of the detachable hinge component
1s slidably coupled to the at least first rail of the at least one of
the first pair of opposing walls and the hinge component 1s
located proximal relative to the front lip of the base, the 11d 1s
pivotable through the hinge member with respect to the base
between a vertically expanded open position and an expanded
closed position and when the base of the detachable hinge
component 1s slidably coupled to at least the second rail of the
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at least one of the second pair of opposing walls and the hinge
component 1s located proximal relative to the front lip of the
base, the lid 1s pivotable through the hinge member with
respect to the base between a honizontally expanded open
position and an expanded closed position. When the base of
the detachable hinge component 1s slidably coupled to the at
least first rail of the at least one of the first pair of opposing
walls and located 1n a proximal position relative to the back
side of the base of the electrical device cover, the lid 1s
pivotable through the hinge member with respect to the base
between a vertically collapsed open position and a collapsed
closed position and when the base of the detachable hinge
component 1s slidably coupled to the at least second rail of the
at least one of the second pair of opposing walls and located
in a proximal position relative to the back side of the base of
the electrical device cover, the lid 1s pivotable through the
hinge member with respect to the base between a horizontally
collapsed open position and a collapsed closed position.

The lid further comprises a latching component that mates
with a latch component on the base to secure the lidin a closed
position. When the base of the detachable hinge component 1s
slidably coupled to the at least first rail on the outer surface of
one of the first pair of opposing walls, the lid 1s pivotable
through the hinge member with respect to the base between an
open position and a closed position that 1s between an
expanded closed position and a collapsed closed position.
When the base of the detachable hinge component 1s slidably
coupled to the at least second rail on the outer surface of one
of the second pair of opposing walls, the lid 1s pivotable
through the hinge member with respect to the base between an
open position and a closed position that 1s between an
expanded closed position and a collapsed closed position. In
another aspect, a method of adjustably covering an electrical
receptacle comprises mounting a base of an electrical cover
device to a wall surface, the base having at least one rail on an
exterior surface of two perpendicular walls of the base that
run perpendicular to the wall surface to which the base 1s
mounted, securing a hinge component to the base by slidably
coupling a base of a hinge component to at least one rail on a
first perpendicular wall, and pivotally coupling a Iid having at
least one hinge tab to the hinge component by seating at least
one hinge member of the hinge component within the at least
one hinge tab such that the lid pivots between an expanded
open position and an expanded closed position.

Particular implementations may include one or more of the
following. The method may further comprise sliding the
hinge component along the rail so that the hinge component 1s
located 1n a proximal position relative to the back side of the
base of the electrical device cover such that when the lid 1s
pwvotally coupled to the hinge component, the lid pivots
between a collapsed open position and a collapsed closed
position.

The method may further comprise slidably decoupling the
base of the hinge component from the at least one rail on the
first perpendicular wall, slidably coupling the base of the
hinge component to the at least one rail on the second per-
pendicular wall, and pivotally coupling the lid to the hinge
component such that the Iid pivots between an expanded open
position and an expanded closed position. The method may
turther comprise sliding the hinge component along the rail
so that the hinge component 1s located 1n a proximal position
relative to the back side of the base of the electrical device
cover such that when the lid 1s pivotally coupled to the hinge
component, the lid pivots between a collapsed open position
and a collapsed closed position.

The method may also further comprise securing the lid to
the base by mating a latch component on the lid with a latch
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component on the base. Aspects and applications presented
here are described below in the drawings and detailed

description. Unless specifically noted, 1t 1s intended that the
words and phrases 1n the specification and the claims be given
their plain, ordinary, and accustomed meaning to those of
ordinary skill 1n the applicable arts. The inventors are fully
aware that they can be their own lexicographers 11 desired.
The mventors expressly elect, as their own lexicographers, to
use only the plain and ordinary meaning of terms in the
specification and claims unless they clearly state otherwise
and then turther, expressly set forth the “special” definition of
that term and explain how it differs from the plain and ordi-
nary meaning. Absent such clear statements of intent to apply
a “special” definition, 1t 1s the inventors’ intent and desire that
the simple, plain and ordinary meaming to the terms be
applied to the interpretation of the specification and claims.

The inventors are also aware of the normal precepts of
English grammar. Thus, 1 a noun, term, or phrase 1s intended
to be further characterized, specified, or narrowed 1n some
way, then such noun, term, or phrase will expressly include
additional adjectives, descriptive terms, or other modifiers 1n
accordance with the normal precepts of English grammar.
Absent the use of such adjectives, descriptive terms, or modi-
fiers, 1t1s the intent that such nouns, terms, or phrases be given
their plain, and ordinary English meaning to those skilled in
the applicable arts as set forth above.

Further, the inventors are fully informed of the standards
and application of the special provisions of 35 U.S.C. §112,
6. Thus, the use of the words “Tunction,” “means” or “step”
in the Detailed Description or Description of the Drawings or
claims 1s not intended to somehow indicate a desire to mvoke
the special provisions of 35 U.S.C. §112, 96, to define the
invention. To the contrary, if the provisions o 35 U.S.C. §112,
116 are sought to be invoked to define the inventions, the claims
will specifically and expressly state the exact phrases “means
for” or “step for, and will also recite the word “function™ (i.e.,
will state “means for performing the function of [1nsert func-
tion]”), without also reciting in such phrases any structure,
material or act 1n support of the function. Thus, even when the
claims recite a “means for performing the functionof ... or
“step for performing the function of . . . ,” if the claims also
recite any structure, material or acts 1 support of that means
or step, or that perform the recited function, then it 1s the clear

intention of the inventors not to 1invoke the provisions of 35
U.S.C. §112, 96. Moreover, even 1f the provisions of 35

U.S.C. §112,96 are invoked to define the claims, 1t 1s intended
that the disclosure not be limited only to the specific structure,
material or acts that are described in the preferred embodi-
ments, but in addition, include any and all structures, mate-
rials or acts that perform the claimed tunction as described in
alternative embodiments or forms of the invention, or that are
well known present or later-developed, equivalent structures,
maternal or acts for performing the claimed function.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding may be derived by refer-
ring to the detailed description when considered 1n connec-
tion with the following illustrative figures. In the figures, like
reference numbers refer to like elements or acts throughout
the figures.

The electrical device cover will hereinaiter be described 1n
conjunction with the appended drawings, where like desig-
nations denote like elements, and:

FIGS. 1A-1B depict a perspective view of an electrical
cover device hinged 1n vertical expanded closed and open
positions.
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FIGS. 2A-2B depict a perspective view of an electrical
cover device hinged 1n vertical collapsed closed and open

positions.

FIGS. 3A-3B depict a perspective view of an electrical
cover device hinged 1n horizontal expanded closed and open 5
positions.

FIGS. 4A-4B depict a perspective view of an electrical
cover device hinged 1n horizontal collapsed closed and open
positions.

FIG. § depicts a hinge component. 10

FIG. 6 depicts a base of an electrical cover device.

FIGS. 7TA-7B depict a horizontal base with a hinge com-
ponent 1n two different positions.

FIGS. 8A-8B depict cross-sectional side views of an elec-
trical cover device. 15
Elements and acts 1n the figures are illustrated for simplic-
ity and have not necessarily been rendered according to any

particular sequence or embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 20

In the following description, and for the purposes of expla-
nation, numerous specific details are set forth 1 order to
provide a thorough understanding of the various aspects and
implementations of the apparatus and methods. It will be 25
understood, however, by those skilled in the relevant arts, that
the present disclosure may be practiced without these specific
details. In other instances, known structures and devices are
shown or discussed more generally 1n order to avoid obscur-
ing the aspects of this disclosure. In many cases, a description 30
of the operation 1s suilicient to enable one to implement the
various forms of the disclosure. It should be noted that there
are many different and alternative configurations, devices and
technologies to which the disclosed aspects may be applied.
The tull scope of the disclosure 1s not limited to the examples 35
that are described below

This disclosure, 1ts aspects and implementations, are not
limited to the specific components or assembly procedures
disclosed herein. Many additional components and assembly
procedures known 1n the art consistent with the intended 40
operation and assembly procedures for an electrical device
cover will become apparent for use with implementations of
an electrical device cover from this disclosure. Accordingly,
for example, although particular lids, bases, and hinge com-
ponents are disclosed, such lids, bases, and hinge components 45
and other implementing components may comprise any
shape, size, style, type, model, version, measurement, con-
centration, material, quantity, and/or the like as 1s known 1n
the art for such implementing components, consistent with
the intended operation of an electrical device cover. 50

There are a variety of implementations of an electrical
device cover assembly possible from the present disclosure.
FIGS. 1A-8B illustrate some non-limiting examples of imple-
mentations of electrical device cover assemblies, but those of
ordinary skill in the art will readily comprehend other par- 55
ticular implementations and vanations from the disclosure
provided 1n relation to the particular implementations pro-
vided here. Referring now to FIGS. 1A-4B, i one particular
implementation, an electrical device cover 100 comprises a
base 10 configured to mount to an electrical box. The base 10 60
comprises an opening in a back side 80 large enough to
receive an electrical device, such as, by non-limiting
example, an electrical outlet or switch of any of the conven-
tional varieties found 1n the art. The base 10 also comprises a
first pair of opposing walls 30, and a second pair of opposing 65
walls 40 perpendicular to the first pair of opposing walls 30.
Examples of structures and configurations that may be used to

6

enable electrical device covers to be interchangeably oriented
horizontally or vertically while in use may be found in U.S.
Pat. No. 7,071,415 to Shotey, et al. (1ssued Dec. 4, 2007)
entitled “Horizontal and Vertical in-use Electrical Device
Cover”, the disclosure of which 1s hereby incorporated herein
by reference for its descriptions relating to while-in-use elec-
trical device covers. The exterior surfaces of at least one base
wall includes one or more rails 50, grooves, or tracks (collec-
tively “rails”) that allow a detachable hinge component to
slidably couple to the one or more rails. The rails 50 run
perpendicular to the plane of the back side 80 of the base 10.
Instead of, or 1n addition to, rails near the edges of the walls 30
and 40, 1t 1s contemplated that one or more rails may run near
the center of the wall and {it 1nto a track within the detachable
hinge component.

The detachable hinge component 90 has a base 110 and at
least one hinge member 70 that 1s located parallel to the base
of the detachable hinge component 90. The device further
comprises a l1id 20 that has at least one hinge tab 60 1nto which
the hinge members 70 seat so as to pivotally couple the base
110 of the hinge component 90 to the lid 20. FIGS. 1A, 1B,
3A, and 3B provide illustrative examples of the hinge com-
ponent being slidably coupled to one or more rails 50 so that
the base 110 of the hinge component 90 slides along the one
or more rails 50 which form a track or slot into which the base
110 of the hinge component 90 1s mounted or housed. When
positioned between the two rails 50, 1n a position that 1s distal
relative to the back side 80 and proximal to the front lip 85 of
the base 10, the Iid 20 1s pivotally coupled to the hinge
component 90 such that the lid p1ivots between an expanded
closed position and an expanded open position. As shown 1n
FIGS. 1A and 1B, the rails 50 to which the hinge component
90 1s slidably coupled may be located on an exterior surface of
a wall of a first pair of opposing walls 30 of the base so that the
orientation of the cover device 100 1s vertical. Also, as 1llus-
trated 1n FIGS. 3A and 3B, the rails 50 to which the hinge
component 90 1s slidably coupled may be located on an exte-
rior surface of a wall of the second pair of opposing walls 40
of the base so that the orientation of the cover device 100 1s
horizontal.

FIGS. 2A, 2B, 4A, and 4B illustrate the detachable hinge
component 90 being slidably coupled to a rail 50 located on
the exterior surface of a wall of a second pair of opposing
walls 40 and to the wall surface itself to which the cover
device 100 1s mounted. This placement of the hinge compo-
nent 1n a location proximal relative to the back side 80 of the
base allows the 1id 20 and hinge component 90 to be pivotally
coupled so that the lid 20 pivots between a collapsed closed
position and a collapsed open position. As to the embodi-
ments disclosed herein, one of ordinary skill 1n the art would
recognize that the number of rails on any side of the base 1s not
limited to one or two, but may be any number of rails 30 that
would provide for usetul positioning of the hinge component
90 so that the 11d 20 p1vots between an expanded or collapsed
open position and any position that may be between expanded
and collapsed closed positions. As shown 1n FIGS. 2A and
2B, the rails 50 to which the hinge component 90 1s slidably
coupled may be located on an exterior surface of a wall of a
second pair of opposing walls 40 of the base so that the
orientation of the cover device 100 1s vertical. Also, as 1llus-
trated 1n FIGS. 4A and 4B, the rails 50 to which the hinge
component 90 1s slidably coupled may be located on an exte-
rior surface ol a wall of a second pair of opposing walls 40 of
the base so that the orientation of the cover device 100 1s
horizontal.

The expanded closed position may be preferable when the
clectrical outlet 1s 1n use as this position allows for maximum
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wire volume to pass through a cord port 1n the cover device
100. When the outlet 1s not 1n use, however, 1t may be prei-
erable to position the detachable hinge component 90 so that
the l1id 20 1s 1n the collapsed closed position as this position
provides a “low profile” so as to be less obtrusive by protrud-
ing a lesser distance from the wall surface.

FI1G. 5 illustrates an implementation of a hinge component
90 having four hinge members 70 running parallel to the base
110 of the hinge component. Implementations need not be
limited to four hinge members 70 as any number of hinge
members 70 may be used, preferably a number equal to the
number of hinge tabs 60 located on the 11d 20. Alternate hinge
styles and types may also be used. Additionally, for the par-
ticular implementations shown, the barrel portion of the pin
and barrel hinge style shown may be on the slidably detach-
able hinge component 90 and the pin portion on the lid 1f
desired for a particular arrangement.

FIG. 6 depicts a rear view of the base 10 of an implemen-
tation of an electrical device cover 100. As shown, the base 10
has rails 50 located on exterior surfaces of perpendicular
walls of the base so that the hinge component 90 may be
slidably detached from a proximal or distal position relative
to the back side 80 of the base 10 so as to allow for closing in

expanded and collapsed positions. This allows for ease of
installation of the electrical device cover 100 as contractors
need only bring one type of cover to installations 1n the field
because once a determination 1s made as to whether a hori-
zontal or vertical installation 1s preferable, the detachable
hinge component 90 may be slidably coupled to one or more
ol the rails 50 to allow the cover to be installed with its desired
orientation and remain so that gravity can cause the cover
device 100 to move from an open to a closed position. It also
allows the 11d to swing closed from a collapsed or an expanded
position. One or more stops 45 may be located between the
front lip 45 and the back side 80 of the base on an exterior
surface of the wall. The one or more stops 45 may run parallel
to the plane 1n which the back side 80 of the base 10 resides,
or may comprise just single point bumps at some point along
the travel path for the hinge component 90. The one or more
stops 45 may provide slight resistance to indicate the pre-
terred stopping point when the hinge component 90 1s sliding
along the rail 50.

FIGS. 7A and 7B depict a rear view of a horizontally
oriented base 10 of an electrical cover device 100. FIG. 7A
shows a hinge component 90 slidably coupled 1n a proximal
locationrelative to the back side 80 of the base 10 and FIG. 7B
shows a hinge component 90 slidably coupled 1n a distal
location relative to the back side 80 of the base 10. When a Iid
20 (FIGS. 1-4) 1s pivotally coupled through the hinge mem-
bers 70 seating within the hinge tabs 60 of the lid 20, 1.¢. the
barrel portions of a pin and barrel hinge, this allows for the lid
20 to p1vot between collapsed and expanded open, and col-
lapsed and expanded closed positions.

FIGS. 8A and 8B provide a cross-sectional side view of an
clectrical device cover 100, illustrating the difference 1n the
distance that the lid 20 protrudes from the back side 80 of the
base 10 for both distal (expanded closed position) and proxi-
mal (collapsed closed position) hinge component 90 place-
ments, respectively. Thus, when the electrical outlet 1s not in
use, the detachable hinge component 90 may be placed 1n its
proximal (collapsed) position to minimize the cover’s protru-
sion from the wall surface.

Any of the implementations described herein may also
include one or more locking or latching components (not
shown) so that the l1d 20 and base 10 may be latched together
in any of the possible closed positions.
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It will be understood that implementations are not limited
to the specific components disclosed herein, as virtually any
components consistent with the intended operation of a
method and/or system implementation for an electrical
device cover may be utilized. Accordingly, for example,
although particular lids, hinges, and bases may be disclosed,
such components may comprise any shape, size, style, type,
model, version, class, grade, measurement, concentration,
material, weight, quantity, and/or the like consistent with the

intended operation of a method and/or system implementa-
tion for an electrical device cover.

The concepts disclosed herein are not limited to the spe-
cific implementations shown herein. For example, it 1s spe-
cifically contemplated that the components included 1n a par-
ticular implementation of an electrical device cover may be
formed of any of many different types of materials or com-
binations that can readily be formed into shaped objects and
that are consistent with the intended operation of an electrical
device cover. For example, the components may be formed
of: rubbers (synthetic and/or natural) and/or other like mate-
rials; polymers and/or other like materials; plastics, and/or
other like materials; composites and/or other like materials;
metals and/or other like materials; alloys and/or other like
materials; and/or any combination of the foregoing.

Furthermore, the electrical device covers, lids, bases,
removable tabs, adapters, hinges, cord ports, and electrical
devices, and any other components forming a particular
implementation of an electrical device cover may be manu-
factured separately and then assembled together, or any or all
of the components may be manufactured simultaneously and
integrally joined with one another. Manufacture of these com-
ponents separately or simultaneously may involve extrusion,
pultrusion, vacuum forming, injection molding, blow mold-
ing, resin transier molding, casting, forging, cold rolling,
milling, drilling, reaming, turning, grinding, stamping, cut-
ting, bending, welding, soldering, hardening, riveting, punch-
ing, plating, and/or the like. If any of the components are
manufactured separately, they may then be coupled or remov-
ably coupled with one another 1n any manner, such as with
adhesive, a weld, a fastener, any combination thereof, and/or
the like for example, depending on, among other consider-
ations, the particular maternial(s) forming the components.

In places where the description above refers to particular
implementations of an electrical device cover, it should be
readily apparent that a number of modifications may be made
without departing from the spirit thereof and that these imple-
mentations may be applied to other electrical device covers.
The accompanying claims are intended to cover such modi-
fications as would fall within the true spirit and scope of the
disclosure set forth 1n this document. The presently disclosed
implementations are, therefore, to be considered in all
respects as 1llustrative and not restrictive, the scope of the
disclosure being indicated by the appended claims rather than
the foregoing description. All changes that come within the
meaning of and range of equivalency of the claims are
intended to be embraced therein.

We claim:

1. An electrical device cover system, comprising:

a base comprising two or more side walls adjacent one
another and extending from a back wall to an open front,
the back wall comprising an opening large enough to
recerve an electrical device;

two rails positioned substantially perpendicular to the back
wall on an exterior surface of a first of said two or more
side walls:
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a detachable hinge component comprising at least one
hinge member and a hinge base sized to slidably mount
between the two rails; and

a lid comprising at least one hinge tab sized to seat the at
least one hinge member and pivotally couple the Iid to
the base when the hinge base i1s slidably mounted
between the two rails and the at least one hinge member
1s seated within the at least one hinge tab.

2. The electrical device cover system of claim 1, wherein:

the two or more side walls comprises at least four side
walls; and

said system further comprises two rails positioned perpen-
dicular to the back wall on a second side wall of the four
side walls; and

the hinge base 1s sized to slidably mount between the two
rails on the first side wall and sized to slidably mount
between the two rails on the second side wall.

3. The electrical device cover system of claim 2, further
comprising at least one stop positioned between the two rails
on the first side wall and at least one stop positioned between
the two rails on the second side wall.

4. The electrical device cover system of claim 3, wherein

the at least one stop positioned between the two rails on the
first side wall comprises two stops, and

the at least one stop positioned between the two rails on the
second side wall comprises two stops.

5. The electrical device cover system of claim 4, wherein

the two stops on the first side wall comprise an elongated
stop extending substantially parallel to a plane of the
back wall, and

the two stops on the second side wall comprises an elon-
gated stop extending substantially parallel to the plane
of the back wall.

6. The electrical device cover system of claim 3, wherein
the hinge component comprises four hinge members, and the
at least one hinge tab of said lid comprises four hinge tabs, the
four hinge members each comprising a pin sized to fit at least
partially in a respective hinge tab.

7. The electrical device cover of claim 6, wherein

a first stop of the two stops on the first side wall 1s posi-
tioned to stop the hinge base between the open front and
the first stop, and a second stop of the two stops of the
first side wall 1s positioned to stop the hinge base
between the first stop and the second stop, and

a first stop of the two stops on the second side wall 1s
positioned to stop the hinge base between the open front
and the first stop, and a second stop of the two stops of
the second wall 1s positioned to stop the hinge base
between the first stop and the second stop.

8. An electrical device cover, comprising;:

a base comprising a first side wall and a second side wall
adjacent one another and extending from a back wall to
an open front, the back wall comprising an opening large
enough to receive an electrical device;

two rails positioned perpendicular to the back wall on an
exterior surface of said first side wall;

two rails positioned perpendicular to the back wall on an
exterior surface of said second side wall;

a detachable hinge component slidably coupled either
between the two rails on the first side wall or between the
two rails on the second side wall; and

a lid pivotally coupled to the hinge component.

9. The electrical device cover of claim 8, wherein:
the base comprises four side walls;
the detachable hinge component comprises at least one

hinge member and a hinge base, the hinge base slidably
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coupled between either the two rails on the first side wall
or between the two rails on the second side wall; and
the lid comprises at least one hinge tab, the at least one
hinge member seated within the at least one hinge tab to
pivotally couple the lid to the hinge component.

10. The electrical device cover of claim 9, turther compris-
ing at least one stop positioned between the two rails on the
first side wall, and at least one stop positioned between the
two rails on the second side wall.

11. The electrical device cover of claim 10, wherein the at
least one stop positioned between the two rails on the first side
wall comprises a first stop and a second stop, and at least one
stop positioned between the two rails on the second side wall
comprises a first stop and a second stop.

12. The electrical device cover of claim 11, wherein the
first stop on the first side wall and the second side wall 1s
positioned to stop the hinge base between the open front and
the first stop, and the second stop on the first side wall and on
the second side wall 1s positioned to stop the hinge base
between the respective first stop and the second stop.

13. The electrical device cover system of claim 12, wherein
the stops on the first side wall and on the second side wall
comprise an elongated stop extending substantially parallel to
a plane of the back wall.

14. The electrical device cover system of claim 13, wherein
the at least one hinge member comprises four hinge members
and the at least one hinge tab comprises four hinge tabs, the
four hinge members each comprising a pin sized to {it at least
partially one of the four hinge tabs.

15. A method of pivotally coupling a lid to an electrical
device cover base, said electrical device cover base having
two or more side walls adjacent one another and extending
from a back wall to an open front, the back wall having an
opening large enough to receive an electrical device, said
method comprising,

sliding a hinge component having at least one hinge mem-

ber and a hinge base between two rails on an exterior
surface of a first of said side walls of the electrical device
cover base to removably couple the hinge component to
the electrical device cover base; and

seating the hinge member extending from the hinge com-

ponent within at least one hinge tab extending from the
l1d to prvotally couple to the electrical device cover base.
16. The method of claim 15, further comprising:
removing the hinge component from between the two rails
on the exterior surface of the first side wall; and

sliding the hinge component between two rails on an exte-
rior surface of a second of said side walls of the electrical
device cover base to removably couple the hinge com-
ponent to the electrical device cover base at the second
side wall.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the step of sliding the
hinge component between the two rails on the exterior surface
of the first of said side walls of the electrical device cover
COmprises

sliding the hinge component between the two rails on the

exterior surface of the first of said side walls of the
clectrical device until the hinge component 1s positioned
between a front lip on the electrical device cover base
and a first elongated stop, the first elongated stop posi-

tioned between the two rails on the first of said side
walls.

18. The method of claim 15, wherein the step of sliding the
hinge component between the two rails on the exterior surface
of the first of said side walls of the electrical device cover
comprises
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sliding the hinge component between the two rails on the
exterior surface of the first of said side walls of the
clectrical device until the hinge component 1s positioned
between a first elongated stop and a second elongated
stop, each of the first and the second elongated stops 5
positioned between the two rails on the first of said side
walls.
19. The method of claim 15, wherein the step of seating the
at least one hinge member extending from the hinge compo-
nent within the at least one hinge tab extending from the lid 10
Comprises
separately seating four hinge members extending from the
hinge component within four hinge tabs extending from
the Iid.
20. The method of claim 15, further comprising 15
latching the lid to the electrical device cover base.
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