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DUPLICATION ELIMINATION IN A
STORAGE SERVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELAT
APPLICATION

T
»

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-

17032, filed on Jan. 30, 2012, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments described herein are related to storage
services such as an mmformation storage service or the like
provided by a service provider to users, and particularly to a
technique of eliminating duplications of storage in a storage
service.

BACKGROUND

Businesses that rent storage (memory regions secured on a
hard disk, or the like) to clients for a price (storage business)
have recently developed under the name of storage service
provider (SSP). Specifically, the storage service provider side
prepares storage that 1s associated with a server of a client
(requesting processing apparatus), and the client requests a
necessary volume of the storage from the storage service
provider and pays a rental fee 1n response to the volume he or
she requested.

Because clients pay fees corresponding to the storage vol-
ume, a wastetul situation where the same data 1s stored in
duplicate 1s not desirable to them. A duplication elimination
technique 1s for eliminating this kind of waste. Specifically, a
duplication elimination technique 1s a technique by which,
when data (referred to as target data hereinafter) 1s to be
stored 1n storage, whether or not the same data has already
been stored 1n that storage 1s detected, 1.e., the data duplica-
tion 1s detected, and 11 the same data has already been stored,
the target data 1s replaced by, for example, linking so as to put
together the duplicated data into one piece of data (elimina-
tion) (See Patent Documents 1 and 2, for example). The name
duplication elimination technique 1s also used to refer to a
technique of eliminating all pieces of the same data that have
already been duplicated except for one piece of that data.

A duplication elimination system using this kind of a dupli-
cation elimination technique divides information 1n a file or
storage 1nto prescribed units, uses a collision-safe hash value
such as an encoded hash value, and performs determination of
duplication by comparing the hash values. The purpose of this
1s to avoid duplicate recording of data, and to reduce the
volume 1n a storage system.

This duplication elimination technique can reduce the vol-
ume of storage necessary for storing data. Effective utiliza-
tion of storage such as this leads to suppression of power
consumption and a use rate of an installation place.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2009-80671

Patent Document 2: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-

tion No. 2011-118712

SUMMARY

According to one aspect of the embodiments, a method of
managing storage implemented 1 a storage management
device that manages storage to which access for information
1s made by a requesting processing apparatus includes: mak-
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ing a data sampling unit randomly obtain a prescribed number
of data units from among data units that constitute the infor-
mation from the storage, making a sample duplication ratio
calculation unit calculate a sample unit duplication ratio,
which 1s aratio at which the obtained data units duplicate each
other, making an overall duplication ratio estimation unit
estimate an overall data unit duplication ratio, which 1s a ratio
at which all data units stored in the storage duplicate each
other, by using a prescribed function that utilizes the calcu-
lated sample umt duplication ratio, and making an estimation
result output unit output the estimated overall data unit dupli-
cation ratio to an output device.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out 1n the claims.

It 1s to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates functional blocks of a storage manage-
ment device to which the present invention has been applied;

FIG. 2 illustrates the relationship between the number of
sampled data units (the number of samples) and the number of
pieces of unique data;

FIG. 3 1s a graph 1n which the y axis represents (s—k)C(a)
and the x axis represents k in order to illustrate the relation-
ship between them (first);

FIG. 4 1s a graph 1n which the y axis represents (s—k)C(a)
and the x axis represents k in order to illustrate the relation-
ship between them (second);

FIG. 5 1s a graph 1n which the y axis represents (s—k)C(a)
and the x axis represents k in order to 1llustrate the relation-
ship between them (third);

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart explaining a process ol managing
storage to which the present invention has been applied;

FIG. 7 illustrates the relationship between the number of
pieces ol unique data and the number of samples;

FIG. 8 illustrates the relationship between the number of
pieces ol unique data and the number of samples 1n the form
of a double logarithmic graph;

FIG. 9 1llustrates the relationship between a sampling rate
and an estimation rate;

FIG. 10 illustrates a hardware configuration of a storage
management device to which the present invention has been
applied; and

FIG. 11 1llustrates a way to provide programs and data to an
information processing apparatus.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinaftter, the embodiments of the present invention will
be explained 1n detail by referring to the drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates functional blocks of a storage manage-
ment device to which the present invention has been applied.

In FIG. 1, a storage management device 1 includes a
sample obtainment function 11, a sample value storage func-
tion 12, a storing unit 13, a unique data determination func-
tion 14, an estimation function 15, and an output unit 16 so as
to manage storage 2 to which accesses for information are
made from a requesting processing apparatus as a server of a
client.

The sample obtainment function 11 randomly obtains a
prescribed number of data units among data units constituting
the above information as samples 21 from the storage 2. The

purpose of obtaining samples at random 1s to avoid uneven-
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ness caused by differences in positions, and the randomness 1s
caused by, for example, randomly selecting the oflsets of the
storage 2 as the target.

The sample value storage function 12 stores, 1n the storing,
unit 13, the positions 1n the storage 2 for storing the samples
21 obtained by the sample obtainment function 11, and the
data of the samples 21.

The unique data determination function 14 calculates a
sample unit duplication ratio, which 1s a ratio at which the
samples 21 obtained by the sample obtainment function 11
duplicate. A method of calculating a sample unit duplication
ratio will be explained later.

The estimation function 15 uses a prescribed function
based on the sample unit duplication ratio calculated by the
unique data determination function 14 so as to estimate the
overall data unit duplication ratio, which 1s the ratio at which
all data units stored 1n the storage 2 duplicate.

Then, the output unit 16 outputs the overall data unit dupli-
cation ratio estimated by the estimation function 15.

As described above, the storage management device 1 to
which the present invention has been applied focuses on the
relationship between the number of the samples 21 to be
obtained and the duplication ratio instead of calculating the
duplication ratio of all data units, and thereby eificiently
estimates the duplication ratio of all data unmits by sampling.
Because of this, the present invention can be used as a bench-
mark tool for determination of whether to apply the duplica-
tion elimination of storage 2. Also, by estimating the overall
data unit duplication ratio dynamically, the situation of the
system can be monitored.

Also, the above sampling 1s repeated continuously so as to
intermittently calculate the sample unit duplication ratios
during the repeating. And when the number of sampling
iterations has increased to a value sufficient to estimate the
overall data unit duplication ratio, approximation based on a
prescribed function of the number of the samples and the
duplication ratio 1s performed so as to estimate the duplica-
tion ratio of all data units from that function.

Various functions can be used as the prescribed function
described above. For example, a first function 1s an n-dimen-
sional function obtained by approximating the relationship
between the prescribed number of the obtained data units and
the sample unit duplication ratio, an example of which 1s a
quadratic function. Also, a function utilizing Heaps’ law can
be used as a second function when 1t 1s based on Zip1 distri-
bution.

Next, explanations will be given for duplication ratios.

For simplicity, data units stored in the storage 2 are
expressed 1n the form of sets.

For example, it is assumed that a set {“A”, “B”, “B”, “B”,
“C”, “D”, “D”, “D”, “D”, “D”} constitutes all the data units
stored 1n the storage 2. There are four types of data units that
constitute this set.

In such a case, the total number of pieces of data 1s “107,
and the number of pieces of unique data s “4”. Theratio of the
number of pieces of unique data to the total number of pieces
of data 1s herein referred to as a unique data ratio. In the above
example, the unique data ratio 1s “0.4(=40%)”.

The duplication ratio 1s “0.6(=60%)”, which 1s the result of
subtracting the unique data ratio (0.4 (=40%)) from the total
(1 =100%)).

FI1G. 2 1llustrates the relationship between the number of
sampled data units (the number of samples ) and the number of
pieces of unique data.

As 1llustrated in FIG. 2, as the number of samples
increases, the number of pieces of unique data also increases.
This relationship can be expressed by a prescribed function.
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However, the characteristic feature of this function 1s that
while the number of samples increases sharply where there
are not so many samples (sampling region 22), the increase
becomes moderate as the number of samples increases. The
number of pieces of unique data in a region where all data
units are sampled (final region 23) can be estimated from the
relationship between the number of samples in the sampling
region and the number of pieces of unique data.

Here, attention 1s paid to how many sampling iterations it
takes to find a plurality of the same data unaits.

As an example, a case 1s assumed where balls are put in b
boxes. There are no limitations on the number of balls that can
be put 1n each box.

In such a case, probability P(k) that the first ball will be
found at the k-th opening of a box when the leftmost box 1s
opened first 1s expressed by equation (1) below.

P(ky=((b-k+1)H(a))/ () H(a))=((b+a-k)C(a))/((b+a-
DC(a))

In the above equation, H 1s the number of duplicated com-
binations, C 1s a binomial coefficient, and K 1s a constant
term.

When s=b+a 1s satisfied, probability P(k) 1s expressed by
equation (2) below.

equation (1)

Pky=K(s-k) (s-1-k) ... (s—a+1-k) equation (2)

P(k) above 1s a polynomial of k.

Also, all terms are positive 1n the range satistying 1<k=b,
and when k=b, s—a+1-k=1 1s satisfied.

The relationship between (s—k)C(a) and k will be depicted
in the form of a graph, where b=100 and a=1, ... 29.

FIGS. 3 through 5 are graphs 1n which the y axis represents
(s—k)C(a) and the x axis represents k. These graphs employ
different scales for the y axes.

As 1llustrated 1 FIGS. 3 through 5, the curves have a
similar shape regardless of the values of “a”. In regions where
k 1s a small value, the relationship can be approximated by a
straight line. Also, the increase rate 1s linear, and negative.

As described above, 1n an embodiment to which the present
invention has been applied, attention 1s paid to how many
sampling iterations 1t takes to find a plurality of the same data
units.

As a general rule, such data units tend to be found 1n a
smaller number of sampling iterations, and it 1s less likely that
they will be found 1n the last sampling iteration.

When the number of samples 1s assumed to be S, and the
number of pieces of unique data 1s U, equations (3) and (4)
below are satistied.

dU/dS=—ayxS+a | (a=0) equation (3)

U=—ay/2xS°+a xS+a, equation (4)

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart explaining a process of managing,
storage to which the present invention has been applied.

The method of managing storage illustrated i FIG. 6 1s
implemented by the storage management device 1 explained
by referring to FIG. 1.

In step S601, 1t 1s assumed that the total number of blocks
1s N, the total number of samples 1s S (1nitial value 1s zero), the
accumulated number of pieces of unique data 1s U (1nitial
value 1s zero), and the number of samples obtained 1n one
sampling 1teration 1s n.

Steps S602 through S603 below are repeated r times, which
1s a suilicient number of sampling 1terations.

First, 1n step S602, n data units that have not been obtained
are obtained as new samples 21 at random from the storage 2
by referring to the memory device 13, from among data units
stored 1n the storage 2.
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In step S603, the samples 21 obtained 1n previous step S602
are compared with the samples 21 obtained previously in step
S602, and the number of unique samples 21 1s assumed to be
x. Next, S+n 1s substituted into S, and U+x 1s substituted into
U.

Next, 1 step S604, the combination of S and U 1s assigned
to the above n-dimensional function, such as, for example, a
quadratic function, and coelficients a,, a,, a, are obtained by
using the least square approach. U when S=N 1s calculated,
1.e., U(N)=-a,/2xN+a,xN+a, 1s calculated, and the result 1s
handled as the estimated value of U.

In step s603, when the calculated value of U(IN) 1s sudfi-
ciently smaller than the value calculated previously, such as
being within a prescribed range, it 1s determined that the
number of sampling 1terations has reached a suificient num-
ber (r) of sampling 1iterations (Yes in step S605), and this
storage management process 1s terminated. When the com-
pared value 1s not within the prescribed range (No 1n step
s605), the process returns to step S602.

As described above, the relationship between the number
of samples and the importance can be approximated by an
n-dimensional function such as a quadratic function or the
like. Random sampling enables the estimation of the total
importance by utilizing the approximation of an n-dimen-
sional function. This can reduce the time necessary for the
process.

A method of managing storage and a storage management
device to which the present invention has been applied can
use other functions in place of the above n-dimensional func-
tion.

FI1G. 7 1llustrates the relationship between the number of
pieces ol unique data and the number of samples. FIG. 8
illustrates the relationship between the number of pieces of
unique data and the number of samples 1n the form of a double
logarithmic graph. FIG. 9 illustrates the relationship between
the sampling rate and the estimation rate.

As 1llustrated in FIG. 7, as the number of samples
increases, the number of pieces of unique data also increases.
Also, the relationship 1n the logarithms between the number
of pieces of unique data and the number of samples can be
approximated by a straight line, as illustrated as a graph 1n
FIG. 8.

A relationship close to this relationship 1s referred to as
being based on Heaps’ law.

As a general rule, Heaps’ law can be expressed by equation

(5) below.

M=kT?

equation (3)

Inthe above equation, M represents the number of pieces of
unique data, T represents the number of samples, and k rep-
resents a prescribed constant which 1s preferably within a
range between 10 and 100. b represents a prescribed constant
preferably within a range between 0.4 through 0.6.

The double logarithm of the functions expressing this
Heaps’ law 1s expressed by equation (6) below.

log(M)=bxlog(1)+log(k)

Because this function, expressing Heaps™ law, 1s a power
function, this function is linear 1n a double logarithmic graph.

FIG. 10 1llustrates a hardware configuration of a storage
management device to which the present invention has been
applied.

The storage management device illustrated in FI1G. 1 canbe
implemented by using, for example, an mformation process-
ing apparatus (computer) 1000 illustrated in FIG. 10. The
information processing apparatus 1000 illustrated in FIG.
1000 includes a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 1001, a

equation (6)
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6

memory device 1002, an input device 1003, an output device
1004, an external recording device 1005, a medium driving
device 1006, and a network connection device 1007, all of
which are connected to each other through a bus 1008.

The memory device 1002 1s a semiconductor memory
device such as, for example, ROM (Read Only Memory),
RAM (Random Access Memory), flash memory, and the like,
and stores programs and data used for storage management
processes. Programs stored in the memory device 1002
include a program that implements the storage management
process 1llustrated in FIG. 6. For example, the CPU 1001
executes the program by using the memory device 1002 so as
to perform the above storage management process. The
memory device 1002 can also be used as the storing unit 13
illustrated in FIG. 1.

The mput device 1003 1s, for example, a keyboard, a point-
ing device, or the like, and 1s used for inputting instructions or
information from operators. The output device 1004 1s, for
example, a display device, a printer, a speaker, or the like, and
1s used for outputting inquiries to operators or process results.
The output device 1004 can also be used as the output unit 16
illustrated 1n FIG. 1.

The external recording device 1005 1s, for example, an
optical disk device, an magnetic disk device, a magneto-
optical disk device, a tape device, or the like. Examples of this
external recording device 1005 also include a hard disk drive.
The information processing apparatus 1000 can store pro-
grams and data 1n this external recording device 1003 so as to
load them onto the memory device 1002 to use them.

The medium driving device 1006 drives a portable record-
ing medium 1009 so as to access mnformation on 1t. The
portable recording medium 1009 1s, for example, a memory
device, a flexible disk, an optical disk, a magneto-optical disk,

or the like. Examples of this portable recording medium 1009
also include a CD-ROM (Compact Disk Read Only

Memory), a DVD (Digital Versatile Disk), a USB (Universal
Serial Bus), and the like. Operators can store programs and
data in this portable recording medium 1009 so as to load
them onto the memory device 1002 to use them.

As described above, examples of a computer-readable
recording medium for storing programs and data used for
storage management processes include a physical (not tem-
porary) recording medium such as the memory device 1002,
the external recording device 1003, and the portable record-
ing medium 1009.

The network connection device 1007 1s a communication
interface that 1s connected to a wired or wireless communi-
cation network such as a LAN (Local Area Network) or the
like, for performing data conversion necessary for communi-
cation. The information processing apparatus 1000 can
receive programs and data from an external device via the
network connection device 1007 so as to load them onto the
memory device 1002 to use them. The network connection
device 1007 can also be used as the output unit 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 1.

FIG. 11 illustrates a method of providing programs and
data to an information processing apparatus.

For example, programs and data stored in the external
recording device 1005 are loaded onto the memory device
1002 of the information processing apparatus 1000. Also, an
external device that can be connected via the network con-
nection device 1007 generates a carrier signal for carrying the
programs and data 1120, and transmits the signal to the infor-
mation processing apparatus 1000 through an arbitrary trans-
mission medium on the communication network.

Detailed explanations have been given for the disclosed
embodiments and the advantages thereof. However, those
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skilled 1n the art are allowed to make various modifications,
additions, and omissions without departing from the scope of
the present invention, as clearly described in claims.

According to the present invention, 1t 1s possible to reduce
processing time for predicting the amount of duplicated data
or time taken to eliminate the duplication.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader 1n under-
standing the mvention and the concepts contributed by the
inventor to furthering the art, and are to be construed as being
without limitation to such specifically recited examples and
conditions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the mvention. Although the embodiments of the
present invention have been described 1n detail, 1t should be
understood that the various changes, substitutions, and alter-
ations could be made hereto without departing from the spirit
and scope of the mvention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method of managing storage implemented 1n a storage
management device that manages storage to which access for
information 1s made by a requesting processing apparatus,
comprising;

making a data sampling unit randomly obtain a prescribed

number of data units from among data units that consti-
tute the information from the storage;

making a sample duplication ratio calculation umt calcu-

late a sample unit duplication ratio, which 1s a ratio at
which the obtained data units duplicate each other;
making an overall duplication ratio estimation unit esti-
mate an overall data unit duplication ratio, which 1s a
ratio at which all data units stored in the storage dupli-
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cate each other, by using a prescribed function that uti-
lizes the calculated sample unit duplication ratio; and
making an estimation result output unit output the esti-
mated overall data unit duplication ratio to an output
device.
2. The method of managing storage according to claim 1,

wherein:

the prescribed function 1s a function that expresses a rela-
tionship between the prescribed number of obtained data
units and the sample unit duplication ratio 1n a form of an
n-dimensional function.

3. The method of managing storage according to claim 1,

wherein:

the prescribed function 1s a function utilizing Heaps’ law.

4. A storage management device that manages storage to

which access for information 1s made by a requesting pro-
cessing apparatus, comprising:

a data sampling unit that randomly obtains a prescribed
number of data units from among data units that consti-
tute the information from the storage;

a sample duplication ratio calculation unit that calculates a
sample unit duplication ratio, which 1s a ratio at which
the obtained data units duplicate each other;

an overall duplication ratio estimation umit that estimates
an overall data unit duplication ratio, which 1s a ratio at
which all data units stored 1n the storage duplicate each
other, by using a prescribed function that utilizes the
calculated sample unit duplication ratio; and

an estimation result output umt that outputs the estimated
overall data unit duplication ratio to an output device.
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