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CLOCK AND DATA RECOVERY CIRCUITRY
WITH AUTO-SPEED NEGOTIATION AND
OTHER POSSIBLE FEATURES

BACKGROUND

This invention relates, inter alia, to clock and data recovery
(“CDR”) circuitry, especially CDR circuitry that may be
included on an integrated circuit (“IC”) device. Illustrative
ICs that may employ the invention include programmable (or
configurable) ICs such as programmable logic-devices
(“PLDs”), field-programmable gate arrays (“FPGASs™), pro-
grammable microcontrollers, and the like.

An 1mportant block 1n transceiver circuitry 1s the CDR
circuit that resides 1n the recerver portion of the transceiver.
CDR 1s used to extract high-speed clock information and
high-speed data information from a recerved high-speed
serial data signal. For example, the transcerver may be on one
IC 1n a larger system, and the high-speed serial data signal
may be recerved by that IC from another IC 1n the system.

The CDR uses a reference clock signal at a particular
frequency (having a known relationship to the nominal fre-
quency, bit rate, or data rate of the high-speed serial data
signal) to imitially train 1ts frequency. (Although the reference
clock signal has a known frequency relationship to the high-
speed serial data signal, there 1s typically no required phase
relationship between these two signals.)

After the above 1nitial frequency training, the CDR then
uses the data stream (1n the high-speed serial data signal) to
frequency-and-phase align the CDR with the data. Such fre-
quency and phase alignment allows the CDR to output a
recovered clock signal having phase and frequency that are
suitable for recovering (and possibly also further processing)
data information from the high-speed serial data signal. (The
recovered data may be contained 1n a so-called retimed data
signal.)

CDR circuitry may be required for inclusion in relatively
general-purpose devices. For example, ICs like PLDs,
FPGAs, programmable microcontrollers, and the like may be
designed for use 1 any of a wide range of applications. The
manufacturer of the IC does not know all the specifics of all
the uses to which various users of the IC may wish to put the
IC 1n larger systems being built by such users. It 1s desirable
for the IC manufacturer to be able to provide an IC product
that can meet the requirements of a wide range of uses,
because this increases sales volume of the IC (which can help
to lower unit cost of the IC). In such contexts, 1t can be
desirable for the CDR circuitry to be able to support any of
many high-speed serial data communication (signalling) pro-
tocols, standards, or specifications. Each of these protocols
requires the CDR to extract data and clock signal information
from a data stream running at a particular frequency.

An example of a high-speed serial interface (“HSSI”) pro-
tocol that 1s fairly widely used 1s so-called Peripheral Com-
ponent Interface Express (“PCIE”). There are three different
PCIE standards: Genl, Gen2, and Gen3. These standards
require data running at 2.5 Gigabits per second (“Gbps™), 5.0
Gbps, and 8.0 Gbps, respectively. In general, PCIE can
include so-called auto-speed negotiation among these three
speed standards. This means that a transmitter may signal that
it wishes to communicate at a particular one of these speeds,
and the receiver must respond by switching to that speed
(assuming that the receiver can operate at that speed). A
desirable attribute of CDR circuitry (especially 1n general-
purpose circuitry of the various kinds that are mentioned
above) 1s the ability to support auto-speed negotiation such as
1s characteristic of PCIE. (Auto-speed negotiation 1s also
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2

sometimes referred to as auto-negotiation.) CDR circuitry 1s
also desired that can operate at any frequency 1n a wide band
of data rates (Irequencies) in order to support any of a large
number of different HSSI protocols.

SUMMARY

In accordance with certain possible aspects of the inven-
tion, an 1ntegrated circuit (“IC”) may include clock and data
recovery (“CDR”) circuitry for recovering clock and data
information from an mput serial data signal. The CDR cir-
cuitry may include a circuit element that 1s controllable by a
control signal to perform in any of a plurality of different
ways. For example, the circuit element may be able to scale
(e.g., multiply or divide) the frequency of a signal in the CDR
circuitry by any selectable one of a plurality of different scale
factors. The control signal may affect (1.e., at least partially
control the selection of) the scale factor that the circuit ele-
ment employs at any given time. Other control circuitry on the
IC may monitor the data information that the CDR circuitry
recovers from the input serial data signal 1n order to detect
occurrence of a communication change request 1n the recov-
ered data information. The control circuitry may respond to
such a change request by changing the above-mentioned con-
trol signal to change how the CDR circuitry operates.

In accordance with certain other possible aspects of the
invention, an IC may mclude CDR circuitry and control cir-
cuitry. The CDR circuitry may include a reference clock loop
and a data loop. Each of these loops may include respective
frequency scaling circuitry for scaling (multiplying or divid-
ing) the frequency of a signal recirculating (feeding back) 1n
the respective loop. The scale factor employed 1n each loop
may be selectable at least partly independently of the scale
tactor selection made in the other loop. The above-mentioned
control circuitry may provide at least partly separate control
signals for controlling the scale factor selection made and
employed in each loop. The control circuitry may base pro-
duction of these control signals at least 1n part on communi-
cation change requests that occur 1n the data information the
CDR circuitry recovers from the input serial data signal on
which the CDR circuitry operates.

In accordance with certain still other possible aspects ol the
invention, an IC may include phase-locked loop (“PLL”)
circuitry, which in turn includes charge pump circuitry, volt-
age-controlled oscillator circuitry, and phase-frequency
detector circuitry coupled to one another 1 a closed loop
series. The IC may further include circuitry for supplying a
controllably variable amount of charge pump current to the
charge pump circuitry.

In accordance with still turther possible aspects of the
invention, an integrated circuit may include phase-locked
loop circuitry, which 1n turn includes charge pump circuitry,
voltage-controlled oscillator coupled, and phase-frequency
detector circuitry coupled to one another 1 a closed loop
series. The IC may further include controllably variable volt-
age regulator circuitry for applying a regulated voltage to the
charge pump circuitry, the regulated voltage being controlla-
bly varniable.

Further features of the invention, its nature and various
advantages will be more apparent from the accompanying
drawings and the following detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a sitmplified schematic block diagram of an 1llus-
trative embodiment of circuitry 1n accordance with certain
possible aspects of the mnvention.
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FIG. 2 1s a chart showing illustrative values for several
circuit operating parameters for use in supporting several

illustrative serial data signal communication protocols 1n
accordance with certain possible aspects of the invention.

FI1G. 3 1s a simplified schematic block diagram of an illus-
trative embodiment of more extensive circuitry 1n accordance
with certain possible aspects of the invention.

FIG. 4 1s a chart showing 1llustrative values for several
control signals under various illustrative operating conditions
of circuitry 1n accordance with certain possible aspects of the
invention.

FI1G. 5 1s similar to FIG. 4 for certain other control signals.

FIG. 6 1s a sitmplified schematic block diagram of an 1llus-
trative embodiment of circuitry 1n accordance with certain
possible aspects of the invention.

FI1G. 7 1s similar to FIG. 6 for certain other circuitry.

FIG. 8 1s a simplified block diagram of an illustrative
embodiment of still more circuitry 1n accordance with certain
possible aspects of the invention.

FI1G. 9 1s a simplified schematic block diagram of an illus-
trative embodiment of further circuitry in accordance with
certain further possible aspects of the invention.

FI1G. 10 1s a chart showing an 1llustrative mode of operating,
circuitry of the type shown in FIG. 9 1n accordance with
certain possible aspects of the invention.

FI1G. 11 1s a chart showing illustrative examples of various
values of certain circuit operating parameters 1n accordance
with certain possible aspects of the invention.

FIG. 12 1s a simplified block diagram of an illustrative
embodiment of still more circuitry 1 accordance with still
more possible aspects of the invention.

FI1G. 13 1s a chart showing an 1llustrative example of how
circuitry of the type shown in FIG. 12 may operate 1n accor-
dance with possible aspects of the ivention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hlustrative CDR and related circuitry 1n accordance with
this invention can support features such as the following: (1)
a 10 GHz voltage-controlled oscillator (“VCQO”) with very
low jitter and a wide tuning range; (2) high bandwidth options
with high charge pump current setting; (3) PCIE switch for
auto-speed negotiation; (4) the ability to support the Intel
Corporation standard known as Quick Path Interconnect
(“QPI”); (5) multi-level power supply support (e.g., for (a)
high-speed such as 10 Gbps, which requires high VCC (such
as 1.0V), high VCCEH (such as 3.0V), and high current, or
(b) low-speed such as 6 Gbps, which can be supported by low
VCC (such as 0.77V or 0.85V), low VCCEH (such as 2.5V),
and low current; and (6) controllable (e.g., programmable)
charge pump regulator to supportthe above two speed grades.
(Typically VCC 1s the general power supply for the I1C, espe-
cially the digital part of the circuitry on the IC; while VCCEH
may be the power supply voltage for certain analog circuitry
on the IC (e.g., for voltage regulators that serve other circuitry
on the IC).)

Hlustrative CDR and related circuitry 1n accordance with
this invention can provide continuous multi-rate operation
from 622 Mega-bits per second (Mbps) to 12.5 Gbps in the
data rate of a received high-speed serial data signal. Such
illustrative circuitry uses a reference clock signal having a
frequency between about 50 MHz and 644 MHz to train the
CDR frequency. The VCO operates at half the data rate, and
has a single “gear” of operation. The VCO supports a con-
tinuous tuning range from about 1 GHz to about 6.25 GHz.
Controllable scalers (e.g., dividers) downstream from the
VCO extend the CDR’s data range. Illustrative divider set-
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4

tings are 1, 2, 4, and 8. A second controllable scaler (e.g.,
divider) 1s provided in the CDR’s phase-frequency detector
teedback loop (or reference clock loop). Illustrative settings
for this second divider are 1, 4, 3, 8, 10, 12, 16, 20, and 25.
Various combinations of the selections available from these
two scalers can make longer lists of options (e.g., overall
division by 1,4,5,8,10, 12, 16, 20, 23, 32, or 40) available to
a user of the IC.

[lustrative CDR and related circuitry 1n accordance with
this invention can support options for PCIE Gen2 auto-nego-
tiation and PCIE Gen3 auto-negotiation. The data loop (1.¢.,
the phase detector (“PD”) loop) can change from 5 Gbps to
2.5 Gbps and vice-versa dynamically for PCIE Gen2 auto-
speed negotiation. For PCIE Gen3 auto-speed negotiation,
the data loop can change from 8 Gbps to 5 Gbps and vice-
versa dynamically. PCIE Genl data rate to PCIE Gen3 and
vice-versa are also possible dynamically. These auto-nego-
tiation capabilities avoid any need to reprogram the CDR,
reset1t, and bring 1t back to lock to the recerved (“RX’”) signal.

An 1llustrative embodiment of CDR circuitry 10 1s accor-
dance with certain possible aspects of the invention 1s shown
in FIG. 1. CDR circuitry 10 includes two loops. One of these
loops (sometimes referred to as the reference clock loop)
includes phase-frequency detector (“PFD”) 30, charge pump
(“CP”) and loop filter (“LF”") 32, voltage-controlled oscillator
(“VCO”)and L counter 34, PFD multiplexer (“Mux”) 42, and
M counter 50 coupled to one another 1n a closed loop series 1n
the order 1n which they have been mentioned. (L and “M”
are just arbitrary designations employed to facilitate the dis-
cussion herein.) CDR circuitry 10 uses this reference clock
loop to train 1ts frequency using a reference clock signal
REFCLK. When VCO 34 has settled into an oscillating fre-
quency that has a desired relationship to the frequency of
REFCLK, CDR circuitry 10 automatically advances to use of
its other loop (sometimes referred to as the data loop), which
includes phase detector (“PD”) 60, CPand LF 32, VCO and L
counter 34, and PD mux 44 coupled to one another in a closed
loop series 1n the order 1n which they have been mentioned.
Use of the data loop allows CDR circuitry 10 to recover clock
(CLK0/90/180/270) and data (DEVEN/DEVENB, DODDY
DODDB) information from the received high-speed serial
data signal (RXP/RXN).

Considering the above-described elements of FIG. 1 now
in more detail, the reference clock signal REFCLK (e.g., from
a source external to the IC that includes CDR circuitry 10) 1s
applied to frequency scaler (e.g., divider) circuitry 20. This
circuitry can scale (e.g., divide) the frequency of the
REFLCLK signal by a controllable (selectable) frequency
scale factor. In the illustrative embodiment shown 1n FIG. 1,
the available choices for this factor are 1 (no actual frequency
division), 2, and 4. The factor actually selected and employed
by circuitry 20 1s controlled by the values (logical states) of
the M_SEL[1:0] selection control signals. In cases 1n which
CDR circuitry 10 1s included on a programmable IC (such as
a PLD or other type of programmable IC mentioned earlier in
this specification), the M_SEL signals may come from pro-
grammable, device-configuring memory of the IC. (Such
memory may sometimes be referred to as configuration ran-
dom-access memory (“CRAM™).) Typical use of such a pro-
grammable IC includes an 1imitial configuration (or reconfigu-
ration) phase, during which desired values are programmed
into the CRAM. These CRAM values give the IC a particular
set of operating characteristics for subsequent user-mode or
normal operating mode operation of the IC. The M_SEL
signals are an example of such CRAM control signals (1.e.,
that are mnitially programmed into the IC, and that thereafter
control normal, user-mode operation of the IC).
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The reference clock signal output by frequency scaler (e.g.,
divider) circuitry 20 1s applied to further frequency scaler
(e.g., divider) circuitry 22. This latter circuitry optionally
divides the reference clock signal by a further factor of 2,
depending on the logical state of the DIV 2 control signal. The
DIV?2 signal can be another selectable (e.g., programmably
determined) signal (like above-described signals M_SEL[1:
0]).

Circuit elements 20 and 22 are REFCLK signal prescalers
that (for example) allow the frequency of the REFCLK signal
to be reduced 11, as applied to the IC, the REFCLK frequency
1s too high.

The reference clock signal output by circuitry 22 1s applied
to one of the two 1nputs to phase-frequency detector (“PFD”)
30. The other mnput to PFD 30 1s a signal fed back from the
reference clock loop of CDR 10 as described earlier (and also
below). PFD 30 compares the phase and frequency of the two
signals applied to 1t. If PFD 30 detects that the frequency of
the feedback signal needs to increase to produce a better
phase and frequency match with the reference clock signal
from element 22, PFD 30 outputs an “UP” pulse on 1ts UPPF
output lead. On the other hand, 1f PFD 30 detects that the
frequency of the feedback signal needs to decrease to produce
a better phase and frequency match with the reference clock
signal from element 22, PFD 30 outputs a “DOWN” pulse on
its DNPF output lead.

Charge pump (“CP”) and loop filter (“LF”") 32 receives the
above-mentioned output signals of PFD 30. The loop filter
portion of circuitry 32 acts as an integrator of the UP and
DOWN pulses 1t recerves. For example, the loop filter cir-
cuitry may operate like analog low-pass filter circuitry such
that when the occurrence of UP pulses 1s significantly greater
(more frequent) than the occurrence of DOWN pulses, the
loop filter causes the charge pump portion of circuitry 32 to
change the output 33 of element 32 1n the manner appropriate
to cause the frequency of oscillation of the VCO portion of
circuitry 34 to increase. Conversely, when the occurrence of
DOWN pulses 1s significantly greater (more frequent) than
the occurrence of UP pulses, the loop filter causes the charge
pump portion of circuitry 32 to change output 33 i the
manner appropriate to cause the VCO Irequency to decrease.
The responsiveness of the above-mentioned filtering deter-
mines the responsiveness and degree of stability of the refer-
ence clock loop. As will be further explained later, different
filter values may be used, depending on whether element 32 1s
operating 1n the reference clock loop or in the data loop.

The VCO portion of element 34 includes (as its name
implies) a voltage-controlled oscillator. As discussed above,
the frequency of oscillation of this VCO 1s controlled (Wlthm
the controllable operating frequency range of the VCO) by the
output signal 33 of element 32. The oscillatory signal output
by the VCO 1s subjected (by the L counter portion of circuitry
34) to parallel frequency scaling (e.g., division) by four dii-
terent scale factors: 1 (no actual frequency division), 2, 4, and
8. In other words, the L counter portion of circuitry 34 pro-
duces output signals having (1) the VCO output signal fre-
quency, (2) the VCO output signal frequency divided by 2, (3)
the VCO output signal frequency divided by 4, and (4) the
VCO output signal frequency divided by 8. PFD mux cir-
cuitry 42 1s controllable to select (and output) any one of these
four differently-scaled signals.

Control of the selection made by PFD mux 42 (and also the

L] [T

(possibly different) selection made by PD mux 44) will now
be further discussed. FIG. 1 shows PFD mux 42 and PD mux
44 as parts of a subcircuit 40 that receives selection control
signals CRU_L_PFD[1:0], CRU_L_PDJ[1:0], PCIE_L,
PCIE_M, and QPI_SW. These signals can be used 1n various
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combinations to control the selection made by each of muxes
42 and 44. For example, the CRU_L,_PFD[1:0] signals can be
programmable signals (e.g., from CRAM as described earlier
for certain other configuration control signals like M_SEL]1:
0] and DIV2) for at least partly controlling the selection made
by mux 42. CRU_L_PDJ1:0] can be similar programmable
signals (e.g., from CRAM) for at least partly controlling the
selection made by mux 44.

On the other hand, PCIE_L and PCIE_M are preferably
more dynamic signals that are subject to change during nor-
mal or user-mode operation of the IC to support PCIE auto-
speed negotiation. Assuming, for example, that 1n addition to
including CDR 10, the IC includes “core” or other signal
processing circuitry (not shown in FIG. 1, but shown at120 in
FIG. 3) that recetves and processes data recovered by CDR
circuitry 10, then PCIE_L and PCIE_M may be relatively
dynamic (time-varying) signals that are produced (typically
at least to some extent) based on certain of the recovered data.
Thus, although PCIE_L and PCIE_M may come from some
memory or registers in the above-mentioned core circuitry,
those signal storage elements are preferably not the more
static CRAM, but rather are elements whose contents can be
modified more dynamically 1n the course of normal or user-
mode operation of the IC. QPI_SW 1s another signal of the
general type described above for PCIE_L and PCIE_M. This
signal 1s used to help support options that are part of the QPI
communication protocol. This will be turther discussed later
in this specification.

The output of mux 42 1s applied to M counter circuitry 50.
This circuitry can scale (e.g., divide) the frequency of its input
(from mux 42) by any one of factors 1,4, 3, 8, 10, 12, 16, 20,
or 25. Several signals are applied to circuitry 50 to control the
frequency division factor selected by that circuitry for use.
These selection control signals include CRU_M][3:0],
PCIE_M, and FREQ__100__125. CRU_M[3:0] and FREQ__
100__125 are typically programmable selection control sig-
nals (e.g., from CRAM) (like earlier-described signals
CRU_L_PFD(1:0), for example). PCIE_M 1s (again) one of
the more dynamic signals that was described in an earlier
paragraph.

The output signal of circuitry 50 1s fed back to PFD 30 to
complete the reference clock loop.

Stability of the reference clock loop 1s monitored by lock
detector circuitry 70, which also receives the earlier-men-
tioned UPPF and DNPF signal pulses. For example, when the
frequency of occurrence of UPPF and DNPF signal pulses
becomes approximately the same for a sufficiently long
period of time, this can be detected by circuitry 70, which can
then output a PFDMODE_LOCK signal indicating that VCO
34 1s now oscillating at a frequency that 1s appropriate for use
in the data loop (e.g., to recover data information from high-
speed serial data mput signal RXP/RXN).

Among other possible uses, the PEFDMODE_LOCK signal
1s applied to logic and configuration information circuitry 80.
After a short delay following assertion of the PDFMOD-
E_L.OCK signal, circuitry 80 may assert its LCK2REF output
signal. Among other possible uses, the LCK2REF signal 1s
applied to CP and LF circuitry 32. That circuitry can respond
to the LCK2REF signal by causing CDR 10 to switch from
using 1ts reference clock loop to using 1ts data loop. For
example, this may mean that CP and LF circuitry 32 no longer
responds to the UPPF and DNPF signals from PFD 30 and
instead responds (1n a generally similar way) to the UPP and
DNP signals from PD 60. Circuitry 32 may also respond to
assertion of LCK2REF by changing the filter parameters used
by the LF portion of that circuitry. Such a change mn LF
operating parameters may be made to increase how strongly




US 8,811,555 B2

7

the number or occurrence of UP pulses must predominate
over DOWN pulses (or vice versa) in order for circuitry 32 to
produce a given amount of change 1n the oscillating fre-
quency of VCO 34. The resulting greater stability of the data
loop may be desirable for greater stability of the recovered
clock, etc.

Turning now to more detailed consideration of the data
loop, mux circuitry 44 1s an element of that loop. Mux cir-
cuitry 44 has already been largely described, especially with
regard to how the frequency division factor selection it makes
1s controlled. Here 1t 1s further noted that, regardless of the
frequency division factor selected, mux circuitry 44 prefer-
ably always outputs four signals that have a common fre-
quency, but phases that are equally spaced from one another
by 90 degrees. Thus 1f one of the outputs of circuitry 44 1s
assumed to have a phase of O degrees relative to phase of the
received serial data signal RXP/RXN, the three other outputs
of circuitry 44 have phases of 90 degrees, 180 degrees, and
2’70 degrees, respectively, relative to RXP/RXN. These four
signals may sometimes be referred to as CLKO0, CLK90,
CLK180, and CLLK270. These signals are applied to PD 60 to
close the data loop. They can also be output from CDR 10 as
so-called recovered clocks of the CDR.

As noted earlier, PD 60 compares phase of the outputs of
mux 44 to phase of the received high-speed serial data signal

RXP/RXN. PD 60 produces UPP or DNP pulses to indicate

whether the frequency of VCO 34 should increase or decrease
to cause phase of the mux 44 outputs to better match phase of
RXP/RXN. These UPP and DNP pulses are applied to CP and
LF 32, which uses these pulses similarly to the earlier-de-
scribed use of pulses UPPF and DNPF. Thus CP and LF 32

continues to influence the frequency of VCO 34 to keep

outputs of circuitry 34 and 44 synchronized or aligned 1n
phase with RXP/RXN.

PD 60 also uses outputs of mux 44 to sample RXP/RXN at
times that are appropriate for recovering each successive bit
of data information from RXP/RXN. The resulting recovered
or retimed data 1s output as two pairs of complementary
signals (1.e., DEVEN and DEVENB ifor the data bit in each
successive “even’ bit position 1n the serial imput data signal

RXP/RXN, and DODD and DODDB for the data bit 1n each
successive “odd” bit position 1n RXP/RXN). It will be noted
from this discussion that CDR 10 effectively outputs the two
bits 1n each successive pair of bits (one “even’ and one “odd™)
in parallel. This gives CDR 10 a so-called hali-rate architec-
ture, which enables 1t to recover data from a serial data signal
whose bitrate 1s twice the frequency of oscillation of VCO 34.
As just one example of this (which was mentioned earlier),
CDR 10 can oscillate at 6.25 GHz to recover data from a data
signal RXP/RXN having a 12.5 Gbps data rate.

To complete the discussion of the data loop, VCO and L
counter circuitry 34 continues to operate under the control of
CP and LF circuitry 32, and now the operative L counter
output selection 1s made by mux 44 (not mux 42).

FIG. 2 shows just some examples of the many communi-
cation protocols that CDR 10 can support, and how various
parts of the CDR are controlled to operate in order to support
those protocols. The FIG. 2 column with the heading “Speci-
fication” 1dentifies the communication protocols covered by
FIG. 2. Each row 1n FIG. 2 specifies various CDR 10 operat-
ing parameters that are used to support the protocol identified
in that row. PCIE can operate with a REFCLK signal (as
actually applied to PFD 30) having a frequency of either 100
MHz (rows 1-3 1n FIG. 2) or 125 MHz (rows 4-6 in FIG. 2).
Upstream from elements 20 and 22 the original REFCLK
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signal frequency may be higher. But if so, then elements
20/22 are used to divide that frequency down to either 100
MHz or 125 MHz.

As noted earlier, the data rate for PCIE Genl (row 1 or 4 1n
FIG. 2)1s 2.5 Gbps (right-hand column 1n FIG. 2). To support
PCIE Genl with REFCLK at 100 MHz (row 1 1n FIG. 2), M
counter 30 1s set to divide by 25, mux 42 1s controlled to select
the divided-by-1 output of L counter 34, mux 44 1s controlled
to select the divided-by-2 output of L counter 34, the resulting
frequency of VCO 34 (the FVCO column 1n FIG. 2) 1s 2500
MHz, and the recovered clock signal frequency (FPLL col-
umn 1n FIG. 2, and frequency of the CLK0/CLK90/CLK180/
CLK270 signals) 1s 1250 MHz. This 1s all shown in row 1 of
FIG. 2.

To support PCIE Genl with REFCLK at 125 MHz (row 4
in FI1G. 2), M counter 50 1s set to divide frequency by 20, but
the rest of the CDR 10 operating parameters are the same as
in row 1.

To support PCIE Gen2 with REFCLK at 100 MHz (row 2
in FIG. 2), M counter 50 1s set to divide frequency by 23, both
of muxes 42 and 44 are controlled to select the divided-by-1
output of L counter 34, VCO 34 oscillates at 2500 MHz, the
recovered clock signal frequency 1s also 2500 MHz, and the
supported RXP/RXN serial data rate 1s 5000 Mbps.

To support PCIE Gen2 with REFCLK at 125 MHz (row 5
in FI1G. 2), M counter 50 1s set to divide frequency by 20, but
the rest of the CDR 10 operating parameters are the same as
n row 2.

To support PCIE Gen3 with REFCLK at 100 MHz (row 3
in FIG. 2), M counter 50 1s set to divide frequency by 20, mux
42 1s controlled to select the divided-by-2 output of L counter
34, mux 44 1s controlled to select the divided-by-1 output of
L counter 34, VCO 34 oscillates at 4000 MHz, the recovered
clock signal frequency 1s 4000 MHz, and the supported RXP/
RXN serial data rate 1s 8000 Mbps.

To support PCIE Gen3 with REFCLK at 125 MHz (row 6
in F1G. 2), M counter 50 is set to divide frequency by 16, but
the rest of the CDR 10 operating parameters are the same as
in row 3.

Turning now to QPI, this standard has two options: (1) a
serial data rate (RXP/RXN) of 6400 MHz, or (2) a serial data
rate (RXP/RXN) of 3200 MHz. Both cases employ a REF-
CLK signal frequency (after any frequency division by ele-
ments 20/22) of 133.33 MHz. Both options use an M counter
50 frequency division factor of 12, and a mux 42 selection of
the divided-by-2 output of L counter 34. However, the 6400
Mbps option uses the divided-by-1 selection of mux 44, while
the 3200 Mbps option uses the divided-by-2 selection of that
mux. In both options, the frequency oI VCO 34 (“FVCO™) 1s
3200 MHz. With the 6400 Mbps option, the recovered clock
signal frequency (“FPLL” (or frequency of phase-locked
loop)) 1s 3200 MHz; while with the 3200 Mbps option, the

recovered clock signal frequency 1s 1600 MHz.

FIG. 3 shows further aspects of how CDR 10 can be con-
trolled to support the various communication protocols 1llus-
trated by FIG. 2 (or other protocols of similarly various
kinds). FIG. 3 shows that CDR 10 1s typically part of the
circuitry of an IC 100. Configuration random-access memory
(“CRAM™) 110 as mentioned at several places earlier 1n this
specification may also be included on IC 100. IC 100 may
also include so-called utilization circuitry 120 (which may
also be referred to by other names such as core circuitry,
programmable core circuitry, programmable logic core cir-
cuitry, etc., depending on the type of device that 1C 100 1s).

Assuming that IC 100 has the construction shown 1n FIG.
3, signals like RXP, RXN, and REFCLK may be applied to

input pins, terminals, or pads 102/104 o1 IC 100 from external
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sources such as one or more other ICs 1n a larger system that
includes IC 100. Signals for initially programming or config-
uring (or reprogramming or reconfiguring) IC 100 (especially
the CRAM 110 of IC 100) may be applied to one or more
other mput pins 106 of the IC. After having thus been pro-
grammed, CRAM 110 outputs control signals having particu-
lar values for causing CDR 10 (and possibly also one or more
aspects of utilization circuitry 120) to operate 1n particular
ways. Examples of such control signals that CRAM 110
outputs to CDR 10 are above-described signals CRU_L_PD
[1:0], M_SEL[1:0], DIV2, CRU_M]3:0], CRU_L_PFDI1:0],
FREQ__100__125, etc. As has been said earlier 1n this speci-
fication, these signals from CRAM 110 are static (1.e., con-
stant over time) or at least relatively static (1.e., subject to
change only relatively infrequently) because they are initially
set when IC 100 1s first programmed, and they can be changed
(if at all) only by reprogramming the IC, which 1s typically
not done very often (11 1t can be done at all, depending on the
type of device that IC 10 1s).

FIG. 3 further shows that the earlier-described output sig-
nals of CDR 10 are typically applied to utilization circuitry
120. Examples of such CDR 10 output signals are LCK2REF,
PFDMODE_LOCK, DEVEN, DEVENRB, DODD, DODDB,
CLKO0, CLK90, CLK180, CI1.LK270, etc. These are, of course,
dynamic (1.e., time-varying) or at least relatively dynamic
signals (e.g., as compared, for the most part, to the earlier-
mentioned output signals of CRAM 110). Utilization cir-
cuitry 120 makes “user mode” use of these signals 1n any of
various ways, depending on what the user desires 1C 100 to
do. For example, utilization circuitry 120 may process the
retimed data (DEVEN, etc.) output by CDR 10 in any of
several ways (possibly in combination with other signals that
are mput to IC 100), e.g., to produce further serial output
signals TXP/TXN and/or parallel output signals POUT1-
POUTN, which can be respectively output from IC 100 via
serial output pins 122a/b or parallel output pins 124a-7.

FIG. 3 still further shows that utilization circuitry 120
applies to CDR 10 additional signals for controlling certain
aspects of the operation of the CDR. For example, these
further CDR 10 control signals can include PCIE_L,
PCIE_M, QPI_SW, etc. These signals are also appropriately
characterized as dynamic (1.e., time-varying or possibly time-
varying) because their values can change during normal or
user-mode operation of IC 100. It 1s not typical for these
signals to change extremely rapidly or frequently, but they
can change more easily and more rapidly than the more static
output signals of CRAM 110. Moreover, as will be further
claborated below, they can be changed without any need to
reprogram or reconfigure IC 100 or 1ts CRAM 110).

Among the processing, e.g., of retimed data DEVEN, eftc.,
that utilization circuitry 120 may perform 1s to extract from
the retimed data PCIE auto-speed negotiation commands or
other information. For example, CDR 10 may be initially
engaged i PCIE Genl communication, and some of the
serial data signals RXP/RXN receives as part of that commu-
nication may indicate that the transmitter of that data would
like to change to faster PCIE Gen2 (or still faster PCIE Gen3)
communication. Utilization circuitry 120 detects the pres-
ence (in the retimed data DEVEN, etc., from CDR 10) of such
a PCIE auto-speed negotiation change request. Utilization
circuitry 120 responds to such a request by changing the
value(s) of one or both of the PCIE_L and PCIE_M signals in
the manner required to cause CDR 10 to switch to the
requested new PCIE sub-protocol (e.g., from PCIE Genl to
PCIE Gen2 or PCIE Gen3, depending on the change
requested).
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More specifically, 1f the circuitry 1s mitially performing
PCIE Genl, and the auto-speed negotiation change requested
1s to PCIE Gen2, utilization circuitry 120 does not have to
change the state of the PCIE_M signal (used to control (in
part) (1) which frequency division factor M counter 50 uses,
and (2) which L counter 34 output mux 42 selects (because M
and L(PFD) are the same for Genl and Gen2 in FIG. 2)).
However, utilization circuitry 120 does need to change the
state of the PCIE_L signal, because that signal 1s used to
control (in part) which L counter 34 output mux 44 selects
(since L(PD) 1s different for Genl and Gen2 in FIG. 2).

As another example, if the request 1s for a change from

Genl to Gen3, then utilization circuitry 120 changes the state

of both PCIE_L (a control for L(PD) 1n FIG. 2) and PCIE_M
(a control for M and L(PFD) 1n FIG. 2) because all of these
CDR 10 operating parameters need to change to switch CDR
10 from Genl to Gen3.

All other combinations/directions of PCIE Gen change are
also possible (1.e., Gen2 to Gen3, Gen2 to Genl, Gen3 to
Genl, and Gen3 to Gen2). In each case, utilization circuitry
120 detects the change requested as part of the retimed data
DEVEN, etc., and then makes any appropriate change 1n the
state of PCIE L and/or PCIE_M. CDR 10 responds to such
change(s) to its control signals by switching to the requested
new operating mode as shown 1n the corresponding horizon-
tal line or row of parameter values in F1G. 2. The circuitry can
thus automatically and dynamically respond to any PCIE
auto-speed negotiation change request. It 1s not necessary to
reprogram IC 100 or its CRAM 110 to cause the IC and 1its
CDR 10 to switch from any PCIE Gen to any other PCIE Gen.
Changes between PCIE Genl and PCIE Gen2 can be effected
without a need to return CDR 10 to use of 1ts reference clock
loop. However, changes between PCIE Genl and PCIE Gen3,
and between PCIE Gen2 and PCIE Gen3 may require CDR 10
to briefly return to use of 1ts reference clock loop.

In QPI, utilization circuitry 120 can operate similarly to
control the QPI_SW signal to respond to auto-speed negotia-
tion change requests between the two forms of QPI shown in
rows 7 and 8 in FIG. 2. For this purpose the QPI_SW signal 1s
like the PCIE_L signal, in that it controls (in part) the L
counter 34 output selection made by mux 44.

For completeness, FIGS. 4 and S show illustrative control
signal decoder logic that can be used to control the selections
made by mux 44 (FIG. 4) and mux 42 (FIG. 5). This decoder
logic can be implemented by selection control circuitry that 1s
part of subsystem 40 1n FIG. 1. In FIG. 4, for example, the
CRU_L_PD signals can come from CRAM 110 (FIG. 3),
while the PCIE_L and PCIE_M signals can be more dynamic

signals from utilization/control circuitry 120. Similarly, 1n

FIG. 5, the CRU_L _PFD signals can come from CRAM 110,
while PCIE L[ and PCIE M are the same as in FI1G. 4. [T 1t 1s
desired to use any of the PCIE communication protocols, the
CRU_L_PD and CRU_L_PFD signals are all set to 0. FIG. 4
shows that (under those conditions of CFU_L._PD) the com-
bination of PCIE M=0 and PCIE [.=1 1s decoded to cause
mux 44 to select the divided-by-2 outputs of L counter 34, as
1s appropriate to implement PCIE Genl. FIG. 4 turther shows
that PCIE._M=0and PCIE [.=01s decoded to cause mux 44 to
selectthe bypass (or divided-by-1) outputs of L. counter 34, as
in appropriate to implement PCIE Gen2. FIG. 4 still further
shows that PCIE M=1 and PCIE [.=1 1s also decoded to
cause mux 44 to select the bypass outputs of L counter 34,
which 1s also appropnate to implement PCIE Gen3.

Turming now to FIG. 5, that FIG. shows that PCIE_M=0,
PCIE =1, and CRU_L. PFD=00 1s decoded to cause mux
42 to select the bypass (or divided-by-1) output of L counter
34, as 1s appropriate to implement PCIE Genl. FIG. 5 further
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shows that PCIE_M=0, PCIE_L =0, and CRU_L_PFD=00 1s
also decoded to cause mux 42 to select the bypass output of L
counter 34, as 1s approprate to implement PCIE Gen2. FIG.
5 still further shows that PCIE M=1, PCIE L.=1, and
CRU _[. PFD=00 1s decoded to cause mux 42 to select the
divided-by-2 output of L. counter 34, as 1s appropriate to
implement PCIE Gen3.

In the bottom three lines of each of FIGS. 4 and 5 “DC”
stands for “don’t care,” meaning that PCIE_M and PCIE_L
are 1gnored when any of the CRU_L_PD and CRU_L_PFD
signals include a non-zero (i.e., binary 1) value. When that
occurs, the user has opted for some non-PCIE communication
protocol (or at least a protocol that does not use PCIE-like
conditions 1 CDR circuitry 10. In such cases the PCIE_M
and PCIE_L signals are not used at all, and only the

CRU_L_PDand CRU_L_PFD signals are decoded to control
the selections made by muxes 44 and 42, respectively. For
example, FIG. 4 shows that CRU_L_PD=01 1s decoded to
cause mux 44 to select the divided-by-2 outputs of L counter
34, CRU_L. PD=10 1s decoded to cause mux 44 to select the
divided-by-4 outputs of L counter 34, and CRU_L_PD=11 1s
decoded to cause mux 44 to select the divided-by-8 outputs of
L counter 34. FIG. 5 shows that similar values of
CRU I. PFD are decoded to cause mux 42 to select similar
outputs of L counter 34.

FIGS. 6 and 7 show an illustrative embodiment of logic for
implementing what 1s shown i FIGS. 4 and 5, including
1llustrative construction and operation of portions of elements
34,42, and 44. For example, FIGS. 6 and 7 both show that the
L. counter portion of circuitry 34 may be constructed as three,
divide-by-2, frequency dividers 150a-c¢ connected 1n series.
(The same circuit elements 150a-c are shown in both of FIGS.
6 and 7). Each of AND gates 160a-f (in that order) implements
the logic 1n a respective one of the horizontal rows 1n FIG. 4
(in order from top to bottom). (A small open circle at an AND
gate input mdicates logical inversion of that input as seen by
the rest of the circuitry of the AND gate.) OR gate 1624
logically combines the outputs of AND gates 160a and 1604
(1.e., the output of OR gate 162a 1s asserted whenever the
output of erther AND gate 160a or 1604 1s asserted). OR gate
1625 logically combines the outputs of AND gates 1605 and
160c. One mput to each of AND gates 152a-d 1s a respective
one of (1) the divided-by-1 or bypass output of L. counter 34,
(2) the divided-by-2 output of L counter 34, (3) the divided-
by-4 output of L counter 34, and (4) the divided-by-8 output
of L counter 34. The other mput to AND gate 152qa 1s the
output ol OR gate 1625. The other input of AND gate 1525 1s
the output of OR gate 162a. The other inputto AND gate 152¢
1s the output of AND gate 162¢. The other input to AND gate
1524 1s the output of AND gate 162f. OR gate 154 passes on
the output of whichever one of AND gates 152 1s currently
enabled.

FIG. 7 1s similar to FIG. 6, but for what 1s shown 1n FIG. 5.
Thus each of AND gates 170a-f implements the logic 1 a
respective row 1 FIG. 5 (from top to bottom 1in both of FIGS.
5 and 7). OR gate 172a logically combines the outputs of
AND gates 170a and 1705. OR gate 1725 logically combines
the outputs of AND gates 170¢ and 1704d. One input to each of
AND gates 156a-d 1s a respective one of the divided-by-1/2/
4/8 outputs of L. counter 34. The other inputs to AND gates
156a-d come from OR gates 172a-b or AND gates 170e-f as
shown. OR gate 158 passes on the output of whichever one of
AND gates 156 1s currently enabled.

FIG. 8 shows 1n more detail an illustrative embodiment of
how utilization/control circuitry 120 may use the retimed data
signal(s) (DEVEN/DEVENRB, DODD/DODDB) from CDR

circuitry 10, especially 1n an auto-speed negotiation context.
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As shown 1n FIG. 8, early processing of the retimed data
includes use of circuitry 210 to 1dentity and assemble succes-
stve data words 1n the retimed data. For example, this may
include outputting from circuitry 210 each successive data
word 1n parallel (rather than serial) form. This can facilitate
use of the data for any desired purpose by further utilization
circuitry 220 within utilization and control circuitry 120. Also
within circuitry 120 1s communication change request detec-
tion circuitry 230, which monitors the retimed data output by
circuitry 210 for the occurrence of a communication change
request (1n the retimed data). For example, such a communi-
cation change request can occur as part of an auto-speed

negotiation, €.g., when the other system component that 1s
sending RXP/RXN to IC 100 wants to change the speed (data

rate) of that communication. The other system component
then includes 1n the RXP/RXN data stream commumnication
change request data. Circuitry 230 detects this change request
data downstream from CDR 10, and circuitry 230 then passes
that communication change request on to communication
change request decoding circuitry 240. Circuitry 240 decodes
the communication change that has been requested and out-
puts the values of control signals like QPI_SW, PCIE_L, and
PCIE_M that are appropriate to change the operation(s) of
CDR 10 to support the requested new communication mode
(especially the new communication speed). Other ancillary
signals may also be needed from (and therefore produced by)
circuitry 240 (e.g., to cause CDR 10 to temporarily switch
back to use of 1ts reference clock loop until begin using its
data loop for the new communication mode.

To briefly recapitulate some of the foregoing, for PCIE
auto-speed negotiation (as an example), the values of the
dynamic signals PCIE_M and PCIE_L automatically change
in response to a communication change request received via
RXP/RXN, CDR 10, etc. This can change the L counter
output selection settings 1n PD and PFD mux circuitries 44
and 42. This automatic counter-selection-setting change
automatically allows CDR 10 torelock to a different data rate.
The mvention similarly allows for auto speed negotiation 1n
other communication protocols such as QPI (in which the
datarate can change between 3.2 Gbps and 6.4 Gbps as shown
in rows 7 and 8 i FIG. 2).

We turn now to some other possible aspects of the inven-
tion.

Just as there 1s a need to support wider ranges of data rates
for incoming (received) serial data signals, there 1s a similar
need for wider ranges of outgoing (transmitted) serial data
signal bit rates. Such a transmitted serial data signal may be
clocked by so-called transmitter phase-locked loop (“TX-
PLL”) circuitry. TXPLL circuitry with a wide bandwidth 1s
helpiul to support a wide range of TX bait rates.

The TXPLL can be a subset of CDR circuitry, e.g., as
described earlier 1n this specification. FIG. 9 shows an 1llus-
trative embodiment of such a TXPLL (as a subset of earlier-
described CDR 10). Elements 1n FIG. 9 that are the same as 1n
FI1G. 1 have the same reference numbers in both FIGS., and in
general these common elements do not need to be described
again. Reference number 10 1s used agamn i FIG. 9 as a
general reference number, this time for the TXPLL. FIG. 9
shows at TXCLK where the TXPLL circuitry may be tapped
to provide a signal (T XCLK) for clocking serial data out of
the transmitter circuitry.

PLL bandwidth 1s a direct function of VCO gain (“Kvco™ 1n
the following expression), charge pump current (“Icp” in the
tollowing expression), loop filter threshold setting (“R” 1n the
following expression), and M counter setting (“M™ 1n the
tollowing expression). (VCO gain 1s the slope of a plot of
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VCO output frequency vs. VCO control voltage.) As a usetul
approximation, PLL bandwidth (*BW”) 1s proportional to
Kvco*Icp*R/M.

A transceiver specification that 1s often very stringent 1s a
requirement for low transmitter jitter (also called random
ntter or RJI). For example, at high data rates the allowed
maximum jitter at the transmitter (which 1s a function of
TXPLL jitter) may be less than 1.4 pico-seconds (“ps”).
Increasing TXPLL bandwidth 1n accordance with the present
invention tends to suppress internal PLL noise, which in turn
tends to reduce jitter at the PLL output. (Conversely,
decreased PLL BW helps to suppress noise in the reference
clock (“REFCLK”) signal that the PLL uses. But REFCLK
signals tend to be very “clean” (1.e., free of noise), and that 1s
assumed to be true in this discussion.)

In accordance with the present invention, PLL bandwidth
11y for TXPLL applications as in FIG. 9)

1s increased (especia.

by carefully (controllably) increasing charge pump current
(Icp) as used 1n charge pump circuitry 32 by any of several
selectable multiples of a nominal value when high BW 1s
required. Illustrative circuitry for doing this 1s shown in FIG.
9, and further illustrated by FIG. 10. As shown in FIG. 9, PLL
(especially TXPLL) circuitry 10 may be augmented by con-
trollably variable charge pump current source circuitry 310.
Circuitry 310 supplies the charge pump current (Icp) used by
charge pump 32. The amount of Icp that circuitry 310 supplies
may be controlled by CRAM elements 110 (e.g., portions of
CRAM 110 1n FIG. 3). An example of the various values of
Icp that circuitry 310 may supply 1n response to various
values of several (three) CRAM baits 1s shown in FIG. 10. For
example, Icp may have a so-called “nominal” value of 40
micro-amps when the relevant CRAM setting 1s 000. Chang-
ing the CRAM setting to 001 causes Icp to double (1.e., to
twice the nominal value, or 80 micro-amps). Changing the
CRAM setting to 010 causes Icp to become four times the
nominal value. Other CRAM settings shown 1n FIG. 10 pro-
duce other multiples of nominal Icp, up to an illustrative
maximum of 10 times 40 micro-amps (or 400 micro-amps).
The expression for PLL bandwidth provided earlier in this
specification demonstrates that increasing Icp increases such
bandwidth. Such controllable Icp increase/decrease 1s pret-
erably employed in current sources in both the UP and
DOWN portions of charge pump 32.

In accordance with other possible aspects of the invention
(which may be of interest for either the recetver or transmitter
circuitry on an IC), the frequency range of VCO 34 may be
extended for a wide continuous range of, for example, 1 GHz
to 6.25 GHz. Thus VCO 34 has what may be referred to as a
“single gear,” which supports frequencies from 1 GHzto 6.25
GHz by itself. The L counter (also part of element 34 ) 1s added
alter the VCO to extend the frequency range farther. The L
counter can be set to let the VCO operate at a convenient
frequency for any data rate within a very wide and continuous
(1.e., no gaps or holes) range of data rates. This point 1s
illustrated by FIG. 11. In particular, FIG. 11 shows that any
data rate can be supported within a range from 0.622 Gbps to
12.5 Gbps. This 1s a range that extends between lower and
upper limits separated by a scale factor of more than 20 (1.e.,
12.5 Gbps 1s more than 20 times 0.622 Gbps). Moreover, this
entire range 1s supported (1.e., support 1s continuous, with no
gaps of unsupported data rates anywhere 1n the range).

In accordance with still other possible aspects of the inven-
tion, the architecture of the CDR circuitry may include con-
trollably variable voltage regulator output voltage for charge
pump circuitry 32. This can be used, for example, to support
sorting ICs 1nto different speed grade categories. (Although
all of the ICs may be intended to be able to support the same
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operating speeds, as actually manufactured some may be able
to operate faster than others. The faster ICs can be given a
higher speed grade and sold at a higher price than the slower
ICs, which must be given a lower speed grade and a lower
selling price.)

As an 1illustration of the foregoing, the power supply 320
(F1G. 12) used for the charge pump voltage regulator 330 may
be a 3.0V power supply. (Note that unlike at least most other
circuit elements depicted 1n the various FIGS. that form part
of this disclosure, power supply 320 may not (atleast not at 1ts
ultimate source) be part of the circuitry of the IC that includes
the other depicted circuit elements. Of course, the IC typi-
cally does include at least terminals and conductors for con-
veying power from the ultimate external source to power-
using circuitry on the IC, so those terminals and conductors
may sometimes be referred to as “power supply circuitry.”
Also note that FIG. 12 has been greatly simplified by omitting
depiction of other elements of the loop circuitry (as 1n FIGS.
1 and 9) that circuit element 32 1s part of.) With such a power
supply 320, the charge pump voltage regulator 330 may pro-
duce a nominal, regulated, output voltage of 1.8V, which
provides power supply for the core circuitry of charge pump
and loop filter circuitry 32. (The just-referenced “core cir-
cuitry”” typically includes the analog parts of the charge pump
circuitry and the loop filter circuitry.)

In accordance with the present invention, voltage regulator
330 may have controllably variable output (regulated) volt-
age. For example, in the 1llustrative case mentioned above, the
regulated output voltage can be 1.8V, or 1t can be boosted up
from that nominal voltage (e.g., by any one of several differ-
ent amounts to a maximum which can be, €.g., 50% above the
nominal amount) to support higher speed operation. Higher
possible charge pump regulator voltage provides wider
charge pump dynamic voltage range, helping to support high-
speed operation.

For low-speed operation, power supply 320 can be reduced
(e.g., from 3.0V to 2.5V) to save power. The digital power
supply (not shown, but used for digital parts of the circuitry of
the IC) can also be reduced (e.g., from 1.0V to 0.85V) to save
power. When the power supply 320 for charge pump regulator
330 1s reduced, the regulated output voltage of element 330 1s
also reduced. But 1n accordance with this invention, there 1s
an option for boosting the regulated voltage even when power
supply 320 with low voltage 1s employed. Charge pump regu-
lator 330 can provide high output voltage using, e.g., pro-
grammably controlled (by CRAM 110) boosting. As a resullt,
even with a 2.5V power supply 320 for regulator 330, the
circuitry can provide a wide output (regulated) voltage, and
consequently a wide charge pump 32 dynamic voltage to
generate greater than 6 GHz VCO 34 output.

FIG. 13 shows an example of how the values output by
several CRAM 110 elements may determine which one of
several selectable values of regulated voltage boost may be
implemented by regulator 330.

It will be understood that the foregoing 1s only illustrative
of the principles of the mvention, and that various modifica-
tions can be made by those skilled 1n the art without departing
from the scope and spirit of the invention. For example, the
various mventive aspects that have been discussed herein can
either all be used together 1n certain embodiments, or other
embodiments may employ only one or more (but less than all)
of the inventive aspects. And 1f multiple (but less than all) of
the mventive aspects are employed, that can involve employ-
ment of any combination of the inventive aspects. As another
example of possible modifications, throughout this disclo-
sure, particular parameter values are mentioned. In most
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cases these particular values are only examples, and other
suitable parameter values can be used instead 1f desired.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An integrated circuit comprising:

clock and datarecovery (“CDR”) circuitry for operating on

an input serial data signal to recover data information
from the 1nput signal and for outputting the recovered
data information 1n a retimed data signal, the CDR cir-
cuitry including a first circuit element that 1s controllable
by a first control signal to perform in any of a plurality of
different ways, and a plurality of circuitry for scaling
frequency of signals; and

utilization circuitry for monitoring the retimed data signal

in order to detecta communication change request in the
retimed data signal and for changing the first control
signal 1n response to detection of such a communication
change request, wherein the first circuit element 1s con-
trollable by the first control signal to operate at any of a
continuous range of frequencies, and wherein the utili-
zation circuitry controls each of the plurality of circuitry
for scaling frequency of signals.

2. The integrated circuit defined 1n claim 1 wherein the first
circuit element comprises one of the plurality of circuitry for
scaling the frequency of signals and wherein the one of the
plurality of circuitry for scaling the frequency of signals 1s
circuitry for scaling frequency of an applied signal by any one
ol a plurality of different frequency scale factors, and wherein
the first control signal affects which one of the frequency
scale factors the first circuit element employs.

3. The integrated circuit defined 1n claim 2 wherein the
CDR circuitry comprises a reference clock loop and a data
loop, and wherein the first circuit element operates on a
teedback signal in the reference clock loop.

4. The integrated circuit defined 1n claim 2 wherein the
CDR circuitry comprises a reference clock loop and a data
loop, and wherein the first circuit element operates on a
teedback signal in the data loop.

5. The mtegrated circuit defined 1n claim 4 wherein one of
the plurality of circuitry for scaling the frequency of signals 1s
second circuitry for scaling frequency of a feedback signal 1n
the reference clock loop by any one of a multiplicity of
different frequency scale factors, wherein the second cir-
cuitry 1s at least partly controllable by a second control signal
that affects which one of the multiplicity of frequency scale
factors the second circuitry employs, and wherein the utiliza-
tion circuitry can change the second control signal in
response to detection of a communication change request.
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6. The integrated circuit defined 1n claim 5 wherein the
utilization circuitry can change the first control signal without
changing the second control signal.

7. The integrated circuit defined 1n claim 5 wherein the
utilization circuit can change the second control signal with-
out changing the first control signal.

8. The mtegrated circuit defined in claim 5 wherein a
change of the first control signal does not affect operation of
the second circuitry.

9. The mtegrated circuit defined in claim 5 wherein a
change of the second control signal does not affect operation
of the first circuit element.

10. The mtegrated circuit defined 1n claim 1 wherein the
continuous range of frequencies 1s greater than 1 GHz wide.

11. The integrated circuit defined 1n claim 1 wherein the
continuous range of frequencies includes frequencies from 1
GHz to 6.25 GHz, and wherein the continuous range of data
rates include data rates from 0.662 Gbps to 12.5 Gbps.

12. An mtegrated circuit comprising:

clock and datarecovery (“CDR”) circuitry for operating on

an 1nput serial data signal to recover data information
from the mput signal, the CDR circuitry including a
reference clock loop and a data loop, the reference clock
loop including first circuitry for dividing frequency of a
first feedback signal in the reference clock loop by any
selectable one of a first plurality of different frequency
division factors, and the data loop including second cir-
cuitry for dividing frequency of a second feedback sig-
nal 1n the data loop by any selectable one of a second
plurality of different frequency division factors; and
control circuitry for producing first and second control
signals that are respectively applied to the first and sec-
ond circuitries for respectively affecting which one of
the first and second pluralities of frequency division
factors the first and second circuitries respectively use.

13. The mtegrated circuit defined 1n claim 12 wherein the
control circuitry can change either of the first and second
control signals without changing the other of those control
signals.

14. The mtegrated circuit defined 1n claim 12 wherein the
CDR circuitry outputs the recovered data information as a
retimed data signal, and wherein the control circuitry moni-
tors the retimed data signal for a communication change
request and changes at least one of the first and second control
signals 1n response to such a communication change request.
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