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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR DETERMINING
REWARDS

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELAT
APPLICATION(S)

T
w

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser No. 13/157,251 filed Jun. 9, 2011, now U.S. Pat. No.
8,433,608, which 1s a continuation of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 10/365,711 filed Feb. 11, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No.
8,010,405, which claims the benefit of priority under 35
U.S.C. §119 from U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser.
No. 60/399.000, filed on Jul. 26, 2002, the disclosures of
which are hereby mcorporated by reference in their entirety
for all purposes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to reward selection
and redemption 1n a loyalty program. More specifically, the
present invention relates to a method and system for facilitat-
ing reward selection and redemption 1n a loyalty program.

Under conventional practice, participants in a smartcard-
or electronic-based loyalty program generally receive their
rewards automatically without being given any opportunity to
decide whether they wish to receive or redeem such rewards.
Typically, once a participant’s reward level has reached a
specific threshold that entitles the participant to receive his/
her reward, the reward 1s automatically given out to the par-
ticipant. The participant 1s not offered a chance to choose
whether to redeem or defer the reward. Due to practical con-
straints, automatic reward redemption may be desirable 1n
certain situations, such as, a situation where the reward to be
given 1s relatively small. In other situations, however, auto-
matic reward redemption may lead to customer dissatisiac-
tion. For example, 1f a participant 1s entitled to receive a
reward in the form of a substantial discount for a future
purchase and this discount 1s automatically applied without
first consulting the participant, the participant may feel dis-
satisiied by the missed opportunity to fully take advantage of
the reward which s/he has earned. Such dissatisfaction may
eventually impact participation in a loyalty program. As more
and more participants become unhappy with the way rewards
are redeemed, these participants are less likely to continue to
participate 1n the loyalty program which, 1n turn, leads to loss
of business.

Hence, 1t would be desirable to provide a method and
system that 1s capable of facilitating reward selection and
redemption 1n a loyalty program to improve customer satis-
faction.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A system for facilitating reward selection and redemption
for a loyalty program 1s disclosed. In an exemplary embodi-
ment, the system includes a point-otf-sale (POS) device that 1s
capable of monitoring and processing a reward redemption.
The POS device informs a participant of the loyalty program
as to what rewards are available for redemption. The partici-
pant 1s given an opportunity by the POS device to select the
desired reward for redemption. Alternatively, the POS device
allows the participant to defer redemption of the available
rewards.

Reference to the remaining portions of the specification,
including the drawings and claims, will realize other features
and advantages of the present invention. Further features and
advantages of the present invention, as well as the structure
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and operation of various embodiments of the present mven-
tion, are described in detail below with respect to accompa-
nying drawings, like reference numbers indicate 1dentical or
functionally similar elements.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a sitmplified block diagram 1llustrating an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 2-15 are simplified schematic diagrams 1llustrating
operations of an exemplary embodiment of the present mven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1n the form of one or more exemplary
embodiments will now be described. FIG. 1 1s a simplified
block diagram illustrating an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. This exemplary embodiment 1s a system 10
that includes a point-of-sale (POS) device 12 and a host
computer 14. The POS device 12 and the host computer 14 are
connected to each other via a communication link 16. The
communication link 16 includes a dialup connection, a dedi-
cated connection such as a T1 line, a computer network and
the like.

The POS device 12 further includes a reward control appli-
cation 18. In one exemplary implementation, the reward con-
trol application 18 1s implemented as control logic and/or
modules using computer software. As will be further
described below, the reward control application 18 directs the
POS device 12 to process pending transactions for reward
purposes and allows a participant in a loyalty program to view
the rewards that are available for redemption and choose
when to redeem such rewards.

The POS device 12 also includes other components and/or
applications (not shown) that may be needed to facilitate
completion of transactions. For example, the POS device 12
may include a payment application (not shown) that facili-
tates payment for a transaction. Where appropriate, the
reward control application 18 interacts with these other com-
ponents and/or applications to properly monitor and control
redemption of rewards relating to the loyalty program. It
should be realized by a person of ordinary skill 1n the art that
the components and/or applications included in the POS
device 12 may be implemented in a modular or integrated
manner. In other words, the respective Tunctionality of these
components and/or applications may be implemented and
distributed amongst one or more modules within the POS
device 12.

In one exemplary embodiment, the POS device 12 1s
equipped to function 1n cooperation with a smartcard 20. The
smartcard 20 includes one or more applications. One of these
applications includes, for example, a loyalty application that
relates to a loyalty program of which the smartcard-holder 1s
a participant. The loyalty application may include informa-
tion relating to the loyalty program and the smartcard-holder.
As will be further described below, the applications and 1nfor-
mation stored in the smartcard 20 are used by the reward
control application 18 to facilitate reward redemption.

In one exemplary embodiment, the reward control appli-
cation 18 operates 1n a standalone or offline manner. In other
words, the reward control application 18 by itself 1s able to
handle reward redemption requested by a smartcard-holder.
Statistics and other accounting and historical information 1s
periodically transmitted from the POS device 12 to the host
computer 14 via the communication link 16 for settlement
and accounting purposes. However, 1t should he understood
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that, alternatively, the reward control application 18 may also
function in cooperation with the host computer 14 to handle
reward redemption.

In an exemplary embodiment, the option to accept or defer
the redemption of an earned reward has two configuration
options. The first option 1s to configure at the loyalty program
level and the second option 1s to configure at the POS device
level on the host computer 14. In one exemplary implemen-
tation, the POS device level settings and the loyalty program
level settings reside 1n the POS device 12. At the program
level, there are two set up options. One option 1s that the
program 1s defined as auto redemption only. The second
option 1s that the program 1s manual redemption capable. For
programs that are set up for auto redemption, the POS device
12 1s configured to offer only auto redemption (regardless of
the POS setting). For programs that are set up for manual
redemption, the POS device 12 controls whether the POS
device 12 actually displays the manual redemption or auto
redemption option, 1.¢., either option 1s available.

The reward control application 18 operates 1n the following
exemplary manner to control the POS device 12 1n order to
handle reward selection and redemption. Referring to FI1G. 2,
the POS device 12 mitially displays two options for selection.
The selection can be made by eitther the smartcard-holder or
a store clerk handling the transaction. The two options arc the
payment option and the reward option. If the payment option
1s selected, then the POS device 12 simply processes the
transaction as a payment using, for example, a payment appli-
cation. That 1s, this transaction 1s not to be counted for reward
purposes 1n the loyalty program.

On the other hand, if the reward option 1s selected, then the
reward control application 18 1s invoked. Optionally, the POS
device 12 may be configured to invoke the reward control

application 18 once the smartcard 20 1s 1inserted 1into the POS
device 12.

FI1G. 3 illustrates what the POS device 12 will show on its
display when the reward option 1s selected. When the reward
option 1s selected, the pending transaction is to be counted for
reward purposes 1n the loyalty program. Three options are
displayed for selection, namely, the sale option, the void
option and the retund option.

The sale option 1s selected when the transaction 1s a sale
and information from this sale 1s to be collected for reward
purposes. The void option 1s selected when the pending trans-
action 1s to be voided. A number of situations may arise
requiring the pending transaction to be voided. This may
happen when, for example, incorrect transactional informa-
tion has been entered. The refund option 1s selected when a
previously executed transaction is to be reversed. A number of
situations may arise requiring the previously executed trans-
action to be reversed. This may happen when, for example, a
customer returns a previously purchased item, hence,
prompting the need to reverse the previously executed trans-
action. In one exemplary embodiment, reward attributed to
the previously executed transaction that i1s to be reversed 1s
not deducted or retracted. However, 1t should be understood
that, 1n other embodiments, rewards resulted from previously
executed transactions that are to he reversed may be treated
differently depending on the design and/or rules of the spe-
cific loyalty program. Optionally, additional information may
be displayed 1n a toggled manner by the POS device 12 when
the reward option 1s selected. For example, as shown in FIG.
4, 1n addition to showing the three options that are available,
the POS device 12 may also display the current time and date.

FIG. 5 illustrates the situation where the sale option as
shown 1n FIG. 3 1s selected. At this point, the POS device 12
prompts for the sale or purchase amount to be entered. In an
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exemplary embodiment, the purchase amount 1s entered
betfore any available, redeemable rewards are displayed. This
1s done because 1n some situations the purchase amount may
have an immediate impact on the rewards that are available
for redemption. For example, if one type of reward 1is
designed to give a customer an immediate discount when the
total transaction amount for a single transaction exceeds a
certain predetermined threshold, then 1t would be necessary
to ascertain the total transaction amount to determine whether
the immediate discount 1s to be applied for that transaction.

Referring to FIG. 6, after the purchase amount 1s entered,
the POS device 12 prompts the smartcard-holder or the store
clerk to insert the smartcard 20 into the POS device 12 for
access, 11 the smartcard 20 has not been 1nserted already.

Once the smartcard 20 1s inserted into the POS device 12,
the POS device 12 begins to process the pending transaction
for reward purposes. The processing includes, for example,
checking whether the smartcard-holder 1s entitled to partici-
pate 1n the loyalty program offered by the sponsoring party.
The sponsoring party may include, for example, a merchant,
an 1ssuer, a credit card association and other business entity.
Since the POS device 12 1s specific to a particular merchant,
the reward control application 18 may further include rules
and regulations that are specific to corresponding loyalty
programs sponsored by the particular merchant and/or any
other sponsoring parties. While the pending transaction 1s
being processed, the POS device 12 displays a message, as
shown 1n FIG. 7.

Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, once the pending transaction 1s
processed, the POS device 12 displays information relating to
one or more rewards that arc available for redemption. Infor-
mation relating to areward may include, for example, the type
of reward that 1s available and the expiration date. In an
exemplary embodiment, the rewards are displayed 1n a pre-
determined order. For example, the rewards may be displayed
in a descending order based on the respective values of the
rewards. In another example, the displayed rewards are sorted
based upon the closest reward expiration date to the farthest
reward expiration date. In yet another example, 11 the respec-
tive dollar amounts of the rewards are the same for both
rewards, the POS device 12 allows an additional sort to dis-
play the rewards based on expiration dates. A person of ordi-
nary skill 1in the art will know how to implement the desired
reward display orders.

In addition to displaying the available rewards, the POS
device 12 1s configured to allow a reward selection to be made
for redemption. Depending on the rewards that are available
for redemption, a participant may select one or more of the
rewards for redemption. Alternatively, the participant may
decide to defer or save the available rewards for use on other
subsequent occasions, i applicable.

FIG. 10 illustrates the situation where the participant
decides to select one of the available rewards for redemption.
The POS device 12 transmits the appropriate information to
update the contents of the smartcard 20 and displays a mes-
sage informing the participant that the selected reward 1s
being processed.

After the selected reward has been processed, the POS
device 12 displays an appropriate congratulatory message, as
shown 1n FIG. 11. Different types of messages may be dis-
played by the POS device 12. These messages may be cus-
tomized to suit a corresponding loyalty program. For
example, some messages may include information on the
parties sponsoring the loyalty program such as, a merchant,
an 1ssuer and/or a credit card association. These messages arc
defined at the host computer 14 and may be uploaded from the
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host computer 14 to the POS device 12. Optionally, these
messages may be defined locally at the POS device 12.

In the event that the participant decides to defer redemption
of the available rewards, the POS device 12 accordingly dis-
plays a message indicating that no reward has been selected,
as shown in FIG. 12.

Consequently, at the end of reward processing, the partici-
pant has either selected one reward for redemption or deferred
the available rewards for redemption at a later time.

Referring to FIG. 13, once reward processing 1s concluded,
the reward control application 18 passes control to a payment
application (not shown) residing 1n the POS device 12. The
payment application completes payment for the transaction.
The payment progress 1s displayed by the POS device 12 as
shown 1n FIGS. 14 and 135. It should be understood that the

transaction payment process 1s commonly known in the
industry and that a person of ordinary skill 1n the art will know
of ways and/or methods to implement the payment applica-
tion to achieve the payment process.

The following 1s a further illustration of the present inven-
tion. A smartcard-holder has a smartcard with a loyalty appli-
cation and a payment application. The smartcard-holder 1s
ready to perform a purchase transaction at merchant #1 which
has a POS device that includes the reward control application
12 as described above. The smartcard-holder has made pre-
vious purchases at merchant #1 and has already earned a
reward for a 15% purchase discount on a purchase of $25
dollars or more at merchant #1. The smartcard-holder makes
a purchase today of $35 at merchant #1 and earns an instant
reward of $5 off a purchase of $30 or more at merchant #1.
The POS device 1s configured to sort the rewards on the basis
of highest to lowest dollar amount earned and then display the
sorted rewards and selection or deferral options to the smart-
card-holder.

The smartcard-holder views the POS device display and
the first reward displayed would be for a 15% discount which
results in $5.25 off of the $35 purchase amount. The second
reward displayed to the smartcard-holder would be for $5 off
of the $35 purchase amount. The smartcard-holder would
have the option to select to redeem one of the rewards or to
defer the redemption of both of the earned rewards.

It 1s understood that the examples and embodiments
described herein are for illustrative purposes only and that
various modifications or changes in light thereot will be sug-
gested to persons skilled 1n the art and are to be included
within the spirit and purview of this application and scope of
the appended claims. All publications, patents, and patent
applications cited herein are hereby incorporated by refer-
ence for all purposes 1n their entirety.

What is the claimed 1s:
1. A method comprising:
receiving, by a device, a selection of a reward option;
receiving, by the device, a purchase amount for a purchase
transaction;
retrieving, by the device, loyalty program information
from a loyalty program participant;
identifying, by the device, rewards that are available for
redemption based on the loyalty program information;
sorting, by the device, the available rewards 1n a predeter-
mined order; and
providing, by the device, the rewards 1n the predetermined
order.
2. The method of claim 1 wherein the predetermined order
1s based on one of corresponding expiration dates of the
rewards or corresponding monetary values of the rewards.
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3. The method of claim 2 wherein the predetermined order
1s based on corresponding expiration dates of the rewards 1f
the monetary values corresponding to the rewards are equal.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the method further
COmMprises:

updating the loyalty program information upon redemp-

tion of a selected reward.
5. The method of claam 1 wherein the loyalty program
information 1s stored in a smartcard.
6. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
displaying, by the device, a payment option.
7. The method of claam 1 wherein the loyalty program
information 1s recerved from a smartcard used by the loyalty
program participant, and wherein identifying rewards and
displaying rewards occurs while the device 1s offline.
8. The method of claim 1 wherein the purchase amount 1s
displayed on the device before any redeemable rewards are
displayed.
9. The method of claim 1 further comprising;:
recerving selection imnformation from the loyalty program
participant regarding the displayed rewards; and

processing the selection information to determine whether
to effect immediate redemption of a selected reward or
defer the rewards for subsequent redemption.

10. The method of claim 9 further comprising;:

allowing the loyalty program participant to scroll through

the rewards.

11. The method of claim 9 wherein the selection informa-
tion 1ndicates that none of the displayed rewards was selected,
and wherein the rewards are thereafter deferred.

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the method turther
COmMprises:

displaying a plurality of options for selection by the loyalty

program participant, wherein the plurality of options
includes a sale option, a void option, and a refund option.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein providing, by the
device, the rewards 1n a predetermined order comprises dis-
playing the rewards 1n the predetermined order.

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the device 1s a POS
terminal.

15. A method comprising:

receving, by a computer, transaction data from a device;

sending, by the computer, to the device, one or more

rewards that are available for redemption, wherein the
one or more rewards are based on information related to
a loyalty program and the transaction data, and wherein
the rewards are sorted and displayed on the device in a
predetermined order; and

receving, by the computer from the device, a reward selec-

tion selected by a loyalty program participant, the
reward selection based upon the transaction data from
the device, the reward selection including one of 1mme-
diate redemption of the selected reward or deference of
the selected reward for subsequent redemption.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the computer and the
device operate in conjunction with a payment processing
network.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the device 1s config-
ured to function in cooperation with a smartcard.

18. The method of claim 15 wherein the device 1s a POS
device.

19. The method of claim 15 wherein the method 1s per-
formed by a merchant.

20. The method of claim 15 wherein the device previously
interacted with a smartcard.

21. A device comprising:

a processor; and
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a computer readable medium coupled to the processor, the
computer readable medium comprising code, execut-
able by the processor, to implement a method compris-
ng,

receiving, by the device, a selection of a reward option,

receiving, by the device, a purchase amount for a purchase
transaction,

retrieving, by the device, loyalty program information
from a loyalty program participant,

identifying, by the device, rewards that are available for
redemption based on the loyalty program information,

sorting, by the device, the available rewards 1n a predeter-
mined order, and

providing, by the device, the rewards 1n the predetermined
order.

22. The device of claim 1 wherein the predetermined order
1s based on one of corresponding expiration dates of the
rewards or corresponding monetary values of the rewards.

23. A computer comprising;:
a processor; and
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a computer readable medium coupled to the processor, the
computer readable medium comprising code, execut-
able by the processor to implement a method comprising

receving, by the computer, transaction data from a device,

sending, by the computer, to the device, one or more
rewards that are available for redemption, wherein the
one or more rewards are based on information related to
a loyalty program and the transaction data, and wherein
the rewards are sorted and displayed on the device in a
predetermined order, and

recerving, by the computer from the device, a reward selec-
tion selected by a loyalty program participant, the
reward selection based upon the transaction data from
the device, the reward selection including one of 1mme-
diate redemption of the selected reward or deference of
the selected reward for subsequent redemption.

24. The computer of claim 23, wherein the computer and

the device operate 1n conjunction with a payment processing
network.

25. A system comprising the computer of claim 23 and the

20 device coupled to the computer.

G s x ex e
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