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READING MEMORY CELL HISTORY
DURING PROGRAM OPERATION FOR
ADAPTIVE PROGRAMMING

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATTONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/040,200, filed Mar. 3, 2011, entitled READ-

ING MEMORY CELL HISTORY DURING PROGRAM
OPERATION FOR ADAPTIVE PROGRAMMING, which
1s hereby incorporated by reference 1n 1ts entirety and made
part of this specification.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Subject matter disclosed herein relates to a memory device,

and more particularly to write performance of a memory
device.

2. Information

Memory devices are employed in many types of electronic
devices, such as computers, cell phones, PDA’s, data loggers,
and navigational equipment, just to name a few examples.
Among such electronic devices, various types of nonvolatile
memory devices may be employed, such as NAND or NOR
flash memories, and phase-change memory, just to name a
few examples.

A NAND flash memory cell may transition from one state
to another state by applying a bias signal to a control gate of
the memory cell. Applying such a bias signal may result in
charging a floating gate disposed between the control gate and
a channel of the memory cell. Consequently, the amount of
such charge on the floating gate may determine whether the
memory cell 1s conductive above a particular threshold volt-
age applied to the control gate during a process to read the
memory cell. However, a memory cell’s response to a par-
ticular bias signal may change over time due to physical
changes within the memory cell that may result from aging
and usage, for example. Thus, 1t may be difficult to select
proper bias signals to program such memory cells as the
memory cells physically change over time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments will be
described with reference to the following figures, wherein
like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the
various lfigures unless otherwise specified.

FIG. 1 1s a plot of characteristics of program step pulses,
according to an embodiment.

FI1G. 2 1s a plot showing threshold voltage distributions for
a population of memory cells 1n a memory array, according to
an embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic diagram of a NAND block memory
array, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 4 15 a schematic diagram of a NAND block memory
array during a read operation, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic diagram of a NAND block memory
array during a program-verity operation, according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 6 1s a plot showing a threshold voltage distribution for
a population of programmed data cells in a memory array,
according to an embodiment.

FI1G. 7 1s a plot showing a threshold voltage distribution for
a population of programmed flag cells 1n a memory array,
according to an embodiment.
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FIG. 8 1s a flow diagram of a program-verily process,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 9 1s a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a computing system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment 1s included 1n at least one embodiment of
claimed subject matter. Thus, the appearances of the phrase
“1n one embodiment” or “an embodiment” 1in various places
throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring
to the same embodiment. Furthermore, the particular fea-
tures, structures, or characteristics may be combined 1n one or
more embodiments.

Embodiments described herein include processes and/or
clectronic architecture involving modilying memory cell pro-
gram conditions of a memory device 1n response to reading
flag cells that store wear information of the memory device.
As a memory device ages, “optimal” program conditions for
writing to the memory device may change or evolve. An
ability to modify such program conditions, such as voltage
amplitude, pulse width, step size of program pulses, for
example, may lead to improved program speed and/or reli-
ability of the aging memory device. Accordingly, wear infor-
mation, comprising nformation regarding aging and/or
usage of the memory device or portions thereof, may provide
a metric by which effects of the aging memory device may be
determined or assessed. Herein, wear information will be
called use-history information.

Use-history information may comprise counts o program-
erase and/or read cycles that a memory device has been sub-
jected to, or other information that may indicate effects of age
and wear on a memory device. Other examples of use-history
information may include a count of erase pulses ivolved 1n
successiully erasing a memory block, or memory cells’ volt-
age threshold distribution at a given probability after a first
erase pulse, since both the count of erase pulses and the cells’
threshold voltage distribution may change after cycling. In an
implementation, a memory device may comprise a memory
array partitioned to include data cells and flag cells. Flag cells
may comprise memory cells used to store use-history infor-
mation of the memory device while data cells may comprise
memory cells used to store user data. Such user data, for
example, may comprise data programmed by a processor
executing an application. In comparison, use-history infor-
mation stored 1n flag cells may be generated by a memory
controller of the memory device, as described below. An array
of memory cells 1n a memory device may be arranged so that
a plurality of data cells shares a common wordline with a
plurality of flag cells. Thus, a process of reading data cells on
a wordline may mvolve concurrently reading tlag cells on the
same wordline. Such concurrent reading of data cells and tlag,
cells may provide an opportunity to read use-history infor-
mation of the data cells without a need for an additional
process to read the flag cells. In a counter-example, 11 use-
history information of data cells were stored 1n a portion of a
memory array that did not share a common wordline, then
reading the use-history information may involve a read pro-
cess separate from (and in addition to) the process to read the
data cells. Reducing a number of read processes, as may be
accomplished 1n the embodiments described herein, may lead
to faster-performing memory devices.

In a particular embodiment, as mentioned above, flag cells
that share a common wordline with data cells may be read
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concurrently with reading the data cells during a program-
verily (PV) process. Parameters of such a PV process may be
modified based, at least in part, on use-history information of
the data cells stored 1n flag cells. Accordingly, parameters of
the PV process may be dynamically modified during the PV
process, as described in detail below. For example, such
dynamic modification may allow program pulse parameters
to be modified during a program process. Such parameters
may include program pulse amplitude, width, step size, and
so on. A benefit of an ability to dynamically modily a PV
process, as described herein, 1s that an extra process to read
stored use-history information may be avoided, for example,
thus improving memory device reliability without increasing,
operating speed of the memory device. Another benefit of an
ability to dynamically modily parameters of a PV process 1s
that values of PV parameters established at the beginning of
life for a memory device need not be selected as a compro-
mise between “optimal” values of a new memory device and
“optimal” values of the aged memory device. For example, a
memory designer need not be concerned with selecting pro-
gram pulse parameters that are merely acceptable during a
whole life of a memory device. Instead, program pulse
parameters may be initially selected to be most desirable for
the new memory device because such program pulse param-
cters may be modified as the memory device ages. Thus, inan
embodiment, a method of programming a memory device
may comprise storing use-history information regarding a
memory array of the memory device in flag cells of the
memory array. Such a first portion of memory cells may be
read during a program-verily process to program data cells of
the memory array, wherein the flag cells and the data cells
may be responsive to or share the same wordline. In response
to reading such use-history information, program pulse
parameters of the program-verily process may be modified
based, at least 1n part, on the read use-history information. In
an implementation, such a program-verily process may coms-
prise an incremental step pulse programming (ISPP) process,
wherein a plurality of program pulses alternate with a plural-
ity of verily processes, as discussed below. In another imple-
mentation, use-history information stored in flag cells may be
updated 1n response to erasing data cells. In yet another
implementation, tlag cells may be programmed above a
threshold voltage higher than that of programmed data cells.
Though claimed subject matter 1s not so limited, a memory
array that includes such flag and data cells may comprise a
NAND block array.

FIG. 1 1s a plot of characteristics of a program-verily (PV)
bias signal 100 comprising program step pulses, according to
an embodiment. A process of writing to a NAND memory
cell, which may use PV bias signal 100, may also comprise a
process to verily that a particular bit was successfully written
to the memory cell of a NAND block array. For example,
program step pulses and verily processes may be alternately
performed during a PV process. In a particular example, a first
program pulse may be applied to a memory cell to program
the memory cell to a “0” state. A verily process may follow
the first program pulse to determine whether or not the
memory cell was successiully programmed to a “0” state. I
not, then a second program pulse having a higher magnmitude
than that of the first program pulse may be applied to the
memory cell. A verily process may then be repeated, and so
on. Such a memory cell may comprise a single level cell or a
multi-level cell, for example. In one implementation, an ISPP
process may be used, wherein a magnitude of a program pulse
applied to a control gate of a particular memory cell may be
sequentially increased until the particular memory cell 1s
determined to be successtully programmed. As discussed 1n
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detail below, parameters of a PV bias signal, such as program
pulse width, peak amplitude, step size between consecutive
program pulses, and so on may be modified based, at least in
part, on use-history information of the particular memory
cell.

In detail, PV bias signal 100 may comprise one or more
individual program pulses applied to a memory cell until the
memory cell transitions to a programmed state. PV bias signal
100 may comprise a voltage signal applied to a control gate
(e.g., awordline) of memory cells of a NAND block array, for
example. In particular, subsequent program pulses may have
a greater peak amplitude than a previous program pulse. In
one 1mplementation, a series of such program pulses may
comprise a waveform having individual peak amplitudes that
sequentially increase from one pulse to the next. Such an
implementation may address an 1ssue of variability of physi-
cal and/or electrical characteristics of a plurality of memory
cells in a NAND device, for example. As shown in FIG. 1, a
first program pulse 110 may be followed by a second program
pulse 120 having a peak amplitude higher than that of the first
program pulse. According to an ISPP process, and as men-
tioned above, a verily process may be performed between
consecutive program pulses of PV bias signal 100. Such a
verily process may be used to determine whether program-
ming a memory cell using a preceding program pulse was
successiul or not. For example, first program pulse 110
applied to a memory cell may be followed by a verily process
to determine whether the memory cell was successtully pro-
grammed by program pulse 110. If so, then PV bias signal 100
may no longer be applied to the memory cell (e.g., subsequent
program pulses 120, 130, 140, and so on need not be applied
to the memory cell). However, if the memory cell was not
successiully programmed, then second program pulse 120,
having a peak amplitude higher than that of first program
pulse 110 may be applied to the memory cell. As before,
second program pulse 120 applied to the memory cell may be
followed by a verily process to determine whether the
memory cell was successtully programmed by program pulse
120. I1 so, then PV bias signal 100 may no longer be applied
to the memory cell (e.g., subsequent program pulses 130, 140,
and so on need not be applied to the memory cell). However,
if the memory cell was not successiully programmed, then
third program pulse 130, having a peak amplitude higher than
that of second program pulse 120 may be applied to the
memory cell. Such a process may continue until the program
pulse 1s successiully programmed. Such a PV bias signal 100,
ol course, may comprise a variety of characteristic shapes
and/or configurations, and claimed subject matter 1s not lim-
ited 1n this respect.

FI1G. 2 1s a plot showing threshold voltage distributions 200
for a population of memory cells programmed by the appli-
cation of PV bias signal 100, shown in FIG. 1, for example,
according to an embodiment. Such distributions may arise
from physical vanations of memory cells in an array due to
usage (e.g., program-erase cycles), fabrication, and/or loca-
tion on a semiconductor wafer, for example. To elaborate,
variations in fabrication conditions from lot to lot and/or from
region to region on a semiconductor wafer, for example, may
lead to vanations in characteristics and/or physical param-
cters of memory cells. Of course, such varations may result
from any of a number of situations or conditions. For another
example, physical position of a memory cell 1n a circuit may
alfect and/or modily physical parameters of the memory cell.
In particular, capacitance, magnetic and electric fields, and/or
heat may contribute to such varnations, though claimed sub-
ject matter 1s not limited 1n this respect. Because one portion
of memory cells in a memory array may behave differently
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from another portion of memory cells, a particular bias signal
may affect some memory cells differently from other memory
cells. Accordingly, one portion of memory cells in an array
may behave differently from another portion of memory cells
in response to an applied bias signal having a particular mag-
nitude. For example, a particular magnitude of a program
pulse applied to one memory cell may result 1n the memory
cell being programmed to a “0” state, while the same program
pulse applied to another memory cell may result 1n the
memory cell failing to be programmed to a “0” state (so that
another, higher magnmitude program pulse may be applied 1f
the memory cell 1s to finally be programmed to such a “0”
state, for example).

Variations of properties of a population of memory cells 1n
an array, as discussed above, may lead to a distribution 210 of
threshold voltages of the memory cells after receiving a first
program pulse 110. Such a relatively broad distribution may
be narrowed by applying subsequent program pulses 120,
130, and so on of PV bias signal 100. For example, applying
second and third program pulses 120 and 130 to the memory
cells may lead to a distribution 220 of threshold voltages.
Continuing, applying subsequent program pulses 140 and so
on to the memory cells may lead to a distribution 230 of
threshold voltages. In detail, such program pulses may be
applied only to memory cells that are determined (e.g., by a
verily process performed between program pulses, as
described above) to have a threshold voltage below a particu-
lar value 240, herein called a program-verity (PV) level. In
this fashion, program pulses having increasingly large mag-
nitudes may be sequentially applied to memory cells until the
memory cells finally have threshold voltages at or above PV
level 240. In an implementation, PV level 240 may be below
aV . level 250, which 1s described 1n detail below.

FI1G. 3 1s a schematic diagram of an array portion 300 of a
NAND block memory array, according to an embodiment.
Array portion 300 may be partitioned to comprise a data cell
areca 310 and a flag cell area 320. Data cell areca 310 may
include a plurality of data cells 315 to store data that may be
generated by a processor (e.g., processing unit 920 shown 1n
FIG. 9) executing an application, for example. Accordingly,
such data cells may be user-accessible via read, write, and/or
erase operations. In contrast, flag cell area 320 may include a
plurality of flag cells 325 to store use-history information, and
such flag cells need not be user-accessible, though claimed
subject matter 1s not so limited. Instead, as explained 1n detail
below, flag cells 325 may be accessed by amemory controller,
such as memory controller 915 shown in FIG. 9, for example.
Both data cells and tlag cells may comprise physically similar
NAND memory cells. However, data cells and tlag cells may
be distinguished from one another 1n that NAND memory
cells located 1n data cell area 310 may operate as data cells
whereas NAND memory cells located 1n tlag cell area 320
may operate as tlag cells. In an implementation, a plurality of
data cells located on a particular wordline among a plurality
of wordlines 330 may be associated with corresponding flag
cells that are co-located on the same particular wordline. For
example, s1xty data cells and four flag cells may be co-located
on wordline WL29 1n FIG. 3, though such particular numbers
of memory cells are merely examples, and claimed subject
matter 1s not so limited. Accordingly, 1n an 1implementation, a
process of reading data cells 315 on a particular wordline may
also include a concurrentreading of flag cells 325 on the same
wordline. In such a fashion, as explained above, use-history
information stored in tlag cells 325 need not be read 1n a
separate, additional, time-consuming process.

Array portion 300 may also include bitlines 360 that span
across multiple data cells and/or flag cells 1n columns of the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

cell array. A drain select line (DSL) 340 or a source select line
(SSL) 350 may be used to select among such bitline columns.
A plurality of wordlines 330 may individually comprise data
cells 315 and flag cells 325, as described above. For example,
wordlines 330 may comprise wordlines WL0 through WL31,
as shown 1n FIG. 3.

As described above, array portion 300 may be partitioned
to comprise a data cell area 310 and a flag cell area 320. Prior
to such partitioning, array portion 300 may comprise an array
of substantially identical NAND cells. In an implementation,
partitioning such an array need not involve any physical
changes, such as changes to a circuit layout or architecture for
example. Instead, partitioning may be implemented by per-
forming read/write techniques for one portion (e.g., data cell
arca 310) of the array that may be different from read/write
techniques for another portion (e.g., tlag cell area 320) of the
array. For example, 32K NAND cells may be located on a
particular wordline. A memory controller, using approprate
addressing, may be adapted to store user data in 31K NAND
cells (e.g., data cells 315) and to store use-history information
in the remaining 1K NAND cells (e.g., flag cells). In another
example, the first 31K NAND cells (e.g., data cells 315) may
be programmed using wordline and/or bitline voltages that
are different from that used for the remaining 1K NAND cells
(e.g., tlag cells), as explained 1n further detail below. In one
implementation, a flag cell area 320 may comprise a spare
area of a NAND block array, though claimed subject matter 1s
not so limited.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic diagram of a NAND block memory
array 400 during a read operation, according to an embodi-
ment. A memory controller, for example, may perform such a
read operation by applying particular voltage levels to word-
lines WL and/or bitlines 460, for example. In the example
shown 1n FIG. 4, a memory controller (e.g., memory control-
ler 915, shown 1n FIG. 9) may apply a voltage V,__ , to word-
lines WLO through WL31 except for WL30, which includes
NAND cells that have been selected to be read. Applying
voltage to a wordline being read (e.g., OV, as 1n the example)
may provide an opportunity to discriminate between “1” and
“0” states of memory cells belonging to a particular wordline.
V___applied to unselected wordlines may provide an oppor-
tunity to switch on unselected memory cells, regardless of
their state. As discussed above, such NAND cells comprise a
plurality of data cells 1n data cell area 410 and a plurality of
flag cells 1n flag cell area 420. Such a process may be repeated
to sequentially read remaiming wordlines, for example.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic diagram of NAND block memory
array 400 during a verily operation, according to an embodi-
ment. A memory controller, for example, may perform such a
verily operation by applying particular voltage levels to
wordlines WL and/or bitlines 460, for example. In the
example shown 1n FIG. §, a memory controller may apply a

voltage V. to wordlines WLO0 through WL31 except for
WL30, which includes NAND cells that have been selected to
be verified. As discussed above, such NAND cells comprise a
plurality of data cells 1n data cell area 410 and a plurality of
flag cells 1n flag cell area 420. Thus, wordline WL30 may be
held at a relatively low voltage (e.g., a voltage PV) compared
to voltage V,__  applied to the remaining wordlines. A pur-
pose of this verily operation may be to read use-history infor-
mation from flag cells while concurrently veritying data cells
that are being programmed. Such a process may be repeated
to sequentially verily remaining wordlines, for example. In
one implementation, flag cells may have been programmed to
a higher threshold voltage than that of data cells. Such a
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higher threshold voltage may lead to a retention margin for
flag cells, which 1s explained below and shown 1n FIG. 7, for
example.

FIG. 6 1s a plot showing a threshold voltage distribution
600 for a population of programmed data cells 610 1n a
memory array, and FIG. 7 1s a plot showing a threshold
voltage distribution 700 for a population of programmed flag,
cells 710 1n the memory array, according to an embodiment.
Such a distribution of programmed data cells 610 may result
from applying PV bias signal 100, shown i FIG. 1, for
example, to data cells to be programmed. In other words,
programmed data cells 610 may have been programmed by a
PV bias signal 100 comprising a series on increasing-magini-
tude program pulses (e.g., step pulses), as discussed above. In
particular, such programming may lead to programmed data
cells 610 having a threshold voltage equal to or greater than a
program-verily voltage PV. In an implementation, voltage PV
may be substantially lower than V,__ , mntroduced above in
FIGS. 4 and 5. In contrast, a distribution of programmed flag
cells 710 may result from applying a bias signal having a
relatively larger magnitude compared to PV bias signal 100,
for example, to data cells 610. In particular, programmed flag
cells 710 may have a threshold voltage equal to or greater than
a program-verity voltage PVI1, which may be greater than
voltage PV by an amountV .. . In an implementation, V ,_,._
may comprise a retention margin to account for a possibility
that floating gates of flag cells may lose charge over time,
resulting 1n lowered threshold voltages. V , .. may also com-
prise a margin for read noise. For example, returning to FIGS.
4 and 5, bias for a read operation and a verily operation are
similar, with the verity operation differing from the read
operation for the bias applied to the selected wordline (e.g.,
PV level instead of a lower voltage). Since a reliability margin
for retention may be needed between the program level and
the read level for memory cells, such cells may be pro-
grammed well above this level. While for data cells, being a
read level lower (e.g., zero volts), the PV programming level
may already comprise a retention margin, for example.

In an embodiment, a memory controller may comprise one
or more counters to count events pertaining to data cells of an
array. Such events may comprise erase cycles, program-
verily cycles, and/or number of pulses used 1n an erase or
program operation, just to name a few examples. A memory
controller may use event counts to generate use-history infor-
mation regarding the data cells. In one implementation, par-
ticular use-history information may pertain to all data cells on
a particular wordline. In another implementation, particular
use-history mnformation may pertain to all data cells 1n a page
or block of a memory device. For example, one page of a
memory array may have a different use-history than that of
another page. As another example, one wordline of data cells
may have a different use-history than that of another wordline
of data cells.

From time to time, such use-history information may be
written to flag cells on the same wordline used by data cells to
which the use-history information pertains. For example, in
one implementation, such flag cells may be updated with new
use-history information subsequent to a process to erase the
data cells. In another implementation, flag cells may be
updated with new use-history information subsequent to
every ten, hundred, thousand or so such erase processes, just
to list a few examples. In yet another implementation, flag
cells may be updated with new use-history information sub-
sequent to a generic write operation on the memory array. In
still another implementation, flag cells may be updated with
new use-history information as a result of the memory con-
troller determining that such use-history information has sub-
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stantially changed. In one implementation, use-history infor-
mation stored in flag cells may comprise a four-bit nibble or
an e1ght bit word, or any other number of bits, for example. A
memory controller may comprise a lookup table and/or algo-
rithm to decode read flag cell bits into use-history information
that may be used to determine modifications of parameters of
program pulses to program data cells. As explained above,
such modifications may be performed during program-verily
processes. Of course, such details regarding use-history infor-
mation are merely examples, and claimed subject matter 1s
not so limited.

FIG. 8 1s a tlow diagram of a program-verily process 800,
according to an embodiment. For example, a memory con-
troller may perform process 800 to program a memory cell in
response to recerving program instructions from a processor
executing a program. Such a memory cell may comprise a
NAND cell, such as data cell 315 shown in FIG. 3, for
example. At block 810, a memory controller may select
parameters for an imtial program pulse, such as program
pulse 110 shown 1n FIG. 1. Such parameters may include, but
are not limited to, voltage amplitude, pulse width, and voltage
amplitude step size for a subsequent program pulse (e.g.,
program pulse 120). At block 820, the memory controller
may apply a program pulse via a wordline to a control gate of
the memory cell. Subsequent to applying the first program
pulse, the memory controller may verily that the memory cell
was correctly programmed 1n a verily process, as i block
830. As explained above, such a verily process may comprise
a process of reading the state of the flag memory cells while
verilying whether data cells are programmed. At diamond
840, by reading the state of the memory cell, the memory
controller may determine 11 the memory cell was successtully
programmed by the program pulse. I so, then process 800
may be complete. If, however, the memory cell was not suc-
cessiully programmed by the last-applied program pulse,
then process 800 may proceed to diamond 850, where the
memory controller may determine whether the most recent
program pulse was a first program pulse. If not, then process
800 may return to block 820 where a subsequent program
pulse may be applied to the control gate of the memory cell.
Such a subsequent program pulse may have a voltage ampli-
tude larger by a step size than the voltage amplitude of the
previous program pulse, as explained above. Process 800 may
then repeat such program and verity processes as 1n blocks
820 and 830 until the memory cell 1s verified to be success-
fully programmed. On the other hand, 1f the most recent
program pulse was a first program pulse, then process 800
may proceed from diamond 850 to block 860, where use-
history information stored in one or more flag cells may be
used to modily subsequent program pulses. In particular, such
flag cells may share the same wordline as the memory cell
being programmed. Further such use-history information
may pertain to the memory cell being programmed. Accord-
ingly, based at least 1n part on the use-history information of
the memory cell, it may be desirable to modify one or more
parameters ol the program pulses used to program the
memory cell. For example, use-history information stored in
flag cells may indicate that the memory cell to be pro-
grammed has experienced more than one-thousand program-
verily cycles. In response to such arelatively large number of
program-verily cycles, a memory controller may be config-
ured to decrease program pulse step size for subsequent pro-
gram pulses to be applied to the memory cell. A reason for
such a decreased program pulse may be due to the fact that
NAND cells tend to accumulate excess trapped charges 1n the
oxide layer of the floating gate after a relatively large number
of program-verily cycles, for example. In such a case, a
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program pulse need not be as large as before (e.g., near the
beginning of the memory cell life) to generate a given thresh-
old voltage. Thus, magnitudes of program pulses used to
program a relatively old memory cell (e.g., having experi-
enced a relatively large number of program and erase cycles)
may be correspondingly reduced. After the memory control-
ler determines modified parameters (if any modification 1s to
occur) of subsequent program pulses, process 800 may return
to blocks 820 and 830, where program and verify processes
may be repeated until the memory cell 1s verified to be suc-
cessiully programmed.

FIG. 9 1s a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a computing system 900 including a memory
device 910. Such a computing device may comprise one or
more processors, for example, to execute an application and/
or other code. Memory device 910 may comprise a memory
that includes NAND block array 300, shown 1n FIG. 3. A
computing device 904 may be representative of any device,
appliance, or machine that may be configurable to manage
memory device 910. Memory device 910 may include a
memory controller 915 and a memory 922. By way of
example but not limitation, computing device 904 may
include: one or more computing devices and/or platiorms,
such as, e.g., a desktop computer, a laptop computer, a work-
station, a server device, or the like; one or more personal
computing or communication devices or appliances, such as,
¢.g., a personal digital assistant, mobile communication
device, or the like; a computing system and/or associated
service provider capability, such as, e.g., a database or data
storage service provider/system; and/or any combination
thereol.

It 1s recognized that all or part of the various devices shown
in system 900, and the processes and methods as further
described herein, may be implemented using or otherwise
including hardware, firmware, software, or any combination
thereol. Thus, by way of example but not limitation, comput-
ing device 904 may include at least one processing unit 920
that 1s operatively coupled to memory 922 through a bus 940
and a host or memory controller 915. Processing unit 920 1s
representative of one or more circuits configurable to perform
at least a portion of a data computing procedure or process. By
way of example but not limitation, processing unit 920 may
include one or more processors, controllers, microprocessors,
microcontrollers, application specific integrated circuits,
digital signal processors, programmable logic devices, field
programmable gate arrays, and the like, or any combination
thereol. Processing unit 920 may include an operating system
configured to communicate with memory controller 915.
Such an operating system may, for example, generate com-
mands to be sent to memory controller 9135 over bus 940. In
one 1implementation, memory controller 915 may comprise
an internal memory controller or an internal write state
machine, wherein an external memory controller (not shown)
may be external to memory device 910 and may act as an
interface between the system processor and the memory
itselt, for example. Such commands may comprise read and/
or write commands. In response to a write command, for
example, memory controller 915 may provide a bias signal,
such as bias signal 100 comprising a series of program pulses
having individual peak amplitudes that sequentially increase
from one pulse to the next, shown 1n FIG. 1, for example. In
particular, memory controller 915 may maintain use-history
information regarding memory array 922 1n flag cells 926.
Memory controller 915 may read the flag cells during a pro-
gram-verily process to program data cells 924. Flag cells and
data cells may share the same particular wordline, as shown in
FIG. 3, for example. Memory controller 915 may modily
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parameters ol a program-verily process based, at least in part,
on read use-history information.
Memory array 922 1s representative of any data storage
mechanism. Memory array 922 may include, for example, a
primary memory and/or a secondary memory. A primary
memory may include, for example, a random access memory,
read only memory, etc. While 1llustrated 1n this example as
being separate from processing unit 920, 1t should be under-
stood that all or part of memory array 922 may be provided
within or otherwise co-located/coupled with processing unit
920. A secondary memory may include, for example, the
same or similar type of memory as primary memory and/or
one or more data storage devices or systems, such as, for
example, a disk drive, an optical disc drive, a tape drive, a
solid state memory drive, etc. In certain implementations, a
secondary memory may be operatively receptive of, or oth-
erwise configurable to couple to, a computer-readable
medium 928. Computer-readable medium 928 may include,
for example, any medium that can carry and/or make acces-
sible data, code, and/or instructions for one or more of the
devices 1n system 900. Computing device 904 may include,
for example, an iput/output 932.
Input/output 932 1s representative of one or more devices or
teatures that may be configurable to accept or otherwise intro-
duce human and/or machine puts, and/or one or more
devices or features that may be configurable to deliver or
otherwise provide for human and/or machine outputs. By way
of example but not limitation, input/output device 932 may
include an operatively configured display, speaker, keyboard,
mouse, trackball, touch screen, data port, etc.
While there has been illustrated and described what are
presently considered to be example embodiments, 1t will be
understood by those skilled in the art that various other modi-
fications may be made, and equivalents may be substituted,
without departing from claimed subject matter. Additionally,
many modifications may be made to adapt a particular situa-
tion to the teachings of claimed subject matter without depart-
ing from the central concept described herein. Therefore, 1t 1s
intended that claimed subject matter not be limited to the
particular embodiments disclosed, but that such claimed sub-
ject matter may also include all embodiments falling within
the scope of the appended claims, and equivalents thereof.
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method comprising:
storing user-data in a first memory portion of a memory
array, the {irst memory portion comprising a first plural-
ity of memory cells having a first threshold voltage;

storing use-history information regarding the first memory
portion 1 a second memory portion of the memory
array, the second memory portion comprising a second
plurality of memory cells having a second threshold
voltage, the second threshold voltage being greater than
the first threshold voltage; and

updating the use-history information of the second

memory portion in response to an event count.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising reading the
first memory portion and the second memory portion during
a same access step.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein reading the first memory
portion and the second memory portion comprises accessing
a same wordline of the memory array.

4. A method comprising:

storing user-data in a first memory portion of a memory

array, the first memory portion comprising a first plural-

ity of memory cells having a first threshold voltage;
storing use-history information regarding the first memory

portion 1 a second memory portion of the memory
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array, the second memory portion comprising a second
plurality of memory cells having a second threshold
voltage, the second threshold voltage being greater than
the first threshold voltage;

reading the first memory portion and the second memory

portion during a same access step; and

applying a programming signal to the first memory portion,

a parameter of the programming signal being based on a
read output of the second memory portion.
5. The method of claim 4, further comprising selecting at
least one programming signal parameter to modity based on
the use-history information and moditying the at least one
selected programming signal parameter.
6. The method of claim 5, further comprising providing a
modified programming signal based on the use-history infor-
mation.
7. The method of claim 5, wherein modifying the at least
one selected programming signal parameter comprises modi-
tying the at least one selected programming signal parameter
in response to an unsuccessiul programming of the {first
memory portion.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein the at least one selected
programming signal parameter comprises at least one of a
program pulse width, a program pulse slope, a program pulse
shape, and a program pulse step size.
9. A method comprising:
storing user-data 1n a first memory portion of a memory
array, the first memory portion comprising a first plural-
ity of memory cells having a first threshold voltage;

storing use-history information regarding the first memory
portion 1 a second memory portion of the memory
array, the second memory portion comprising a second
plurality of memory cells having a second threshold
voltage, the second threshold voltage being greater than
the first threshold voltage;

verifying successiul storing of the user-data in the first

memory portion during a program-verily process, the
verilying comprising reading the first memory portion;
and

retrieving the use-history information from the second

memory portion during the program-verily process, the
retrieving comprising the reading of the second memory
portion.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the event count com-
prises at least one of a number of program-verity cycles
experienced by the first memory portion, a number of pulses
used 1n an erase or program operation of the first memory
portion, and a duration of a last erase operation of the first
memory portion.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the updating comprises
updating the use-history information further in response to a
user-data erase process or to a user-data write process.

12. A memory device comprising:

a first memory portion of amemory array comprising a first

plurality of memory cells for storing user data;

a second memory portion of the memory array comprising,

a second plurality of memory cells for storing use-his-
tory information regarding the first memory portion, the
second plurality of memory cells having a second
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threshold voltage greater than a first threshold voltage of
the first plurality of memory cells; and
a memory controller configured to access the first memory
portion and the second memory portion of the memory
array during a same access step, and wherein the
memory controller comprises an event counter config-
ured to generate the use-history information.
13. The memory device of claim 12, wherein the first
memory portion and the second memory portion are on a

same wordline of the memory array.

14. A memory device comprising;

a first memory portion of a memory array comprising a first

plurality of memory cells for storing user data;

a second memory portion of the memory array comprising,

a second plurality of memory cells for storing use-his-
tory information regarding the first memory portion, the
second plurality of memory cells having a second
threshold voltage greater than a first threshold voltage of
the first plurality of memory cells; and

a memory controller configured to:

access the first memory portion and the second memory
portion of the memory array during a same access
step; and

apply a programming signal to the first memory portion,
a parameter of the programming signal being based
on a read output of the second memory portion.

15. The memory device of claim 14, wherein the memory
controller 1s further configured to:

apply the programming signal to the first memory portion

during a program-verily process of the first memory
portion; and

modily the parameter of the programming signal based on

the use-history information.

16. The memory device of claim 12, wherein the event
counter 1s configured to count events indicative of an age of
the first memory portion.

17. The memory device of claim 12, wherein the memory
controller 1s further configured to update the use-history
information 1n response to a predetermined threshold event
count generated by the event counter.

18. The memory device of claim 12, wherein the first
memory portion 1s user accessible and the second memory
portion 1s not user accessible.

19. A memory device comprising;

a first memory portion of a memory array comprising a first

plurality of memory cells for storing user data;

a second memory portion of the memory array comprising

a second plurality of memory cells for storing use-his-
tory information regarding the first memory portion, the
second plurality of memory cells having a second
threshold voltage greater than a first threshold voltage of
the first plurality of memory cells; and

a memory controller configured to access the first memory

portion and the second memory portion of the memory
array during a same access step, and wherein the
memory controller comprises a look-up table for decod-
ing a read output of the second memory portion.
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