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1
SUPPORT APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This invention claims priority, under 33 U.S.C. §120, to the
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/397,332 to Mel-

1ssa Diane Ortega filed on Jun. 8, 2010, which 1s incorporated
by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to recreational support appa-
ratuses, specifically to a support apparatus for supporting a
user and a media 1tem.

2. Description of the Related Art

Reading a book usually requires the user to use at least one
hand, and sometimes both hands are needed to hold the book
open, as books have a tendency to self close. Manually hold-
ing a book open for an extended period of time can be tiring,
particularly 1f you are lounging or in a prone position. Hold-
ing a book open for long periods of time can also be 1ncon-
venient and may cause discomifort for the user. Previous
devices have been used to support a book at a convenient
position or angle, such as a lectern or some other inclined
surface, and some other ones also hold the pages of the book
open. Some 1mprovements have been made in the field.
Examples of references related to the present invention are
described below 1n their own words, and the supporting teach-
ings of each reference are incorporated by reference herein:

U.S. Pat. No. 5,946,749, 1ssued to Sewell, discloses a com-
fort lounge chair comprising a seat member for supporting a
lower torso and legs of a person in a prone position. A struc-
ture elevates the seat member up ofl of an underlaying sur-
face. A back portion 1s pivotally connected to the seat member
for supporting an upper torso, arms and head of the person 1n
the prone position. The back portion has an opening there-
through, so that the opening can comfortably receive a face of
the person lying on their stomach 1n the prone position, with-
out obstruction of eyes nose and mouth.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,299,337, 1ssued to Venza, discloses a por-
table chair includes a first container for retaining items, the
first container having an inclined top wall for use as a back
rest. The chair may additionally include a second container
for retaining items, the second container having an inclined
top wall and being hingedly connected to the first container
such that the first container can pivot onto the inclined top
wall of the second container, such that the inclined top wall of
the second container can be pivoted into alignment with the
inclined top wall of the first container, for use together as a
back rest, and a third container for retaining items, the third
container having a substantially horizontal top wall and being
connected to the second container such that the second con-
tainer can pivot together with the first container onto the
substantially horizontal top wall of the third container. An
access opening 1s preferably provided 1n at least one con-
tainer. A canopy assembly 1s optionally provided over the
containers. Also optionally included 1s a shoulder strap for
use 1n carrying the portable chair. A method of closing the
chair for transport and storage includes the steps of pivoting
the first container onto the second container, and pivoting the
first and second containers onto the third container. A method
of opening the chair for use includes the steps of pivoting the
first and second containers off the third container and against
the ground, and pivoting the first container oif the second
container and against the ground.
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U.S. Pat. No. 5,121,961, 1ssued to Marshall, discloses an
apparatus including a torso support housing, with a first and
second leg support housing mounted longitudinally and p1v-
otally relative to one another to permit interfolding of the
structure during periods of transport and storage. The torso
support housing includes a support leg recerving cavity to
receive a pivotal support leg therewithin to enhance compact-
ness of the organization 1n a stored and 1nterfolding configu-
ration. The organization further includes pneumatic cham-
bers mounted coextensively with top surfaces of each support
housing and selectively inflatable for enhanced comiort of an
individual. A cup support holder and handle are retractably
mounted within the torso support housing.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,967,992, 1ssued to Menaged, discloses an
inflatable reading stand comprising an inflatable main body
attached 1n air tight relation to an elongated base portion
having a support edge, the main body including an exposed
surface structured to support a book or other reading material
thereon, the elongated base having a hand pump and hose
assembly attached thereto to permit inflation and detlation of
the main body whereby the angle of the exposed surface can
be adjusted relative to the horizontal plane thereby allowing
the user to view any reading material placed thereon while
sitting 1n a comiortable, upright sitting position.

U.S. Patent Application Publication No.: 2008/0149801,
by Wood, discloses a device to hold an open book at an open
page 1s disclosed 1n which the page 1s clamped between a lip
(1, 21) and a resilient book cover support (3, 23). Two
embodiments of the device (10, 20) are disclosed, the former
being fabricated as a single piece, the latter being able to be
folded for compact packaging. In either case pages of the
open book can be turned at will.

The inventions heretofore known suiler from a number of
disadvantages which include being limited 1n use, being lim-
ited 1n adjustability, being uncomifortable, being difficult to
use, being expensive, being dangerous, being difficult to
manufacture, being difficult to store, being overly compli-
cated, being messy, and/or being awkward to use or carry.

What 1s needed 1s a support apparatus that solves one or
more of the problems described herein and/or one or more
problems that may come to the attention of one skilled 1n the
art upon becoming familiar with this specification.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention has been developed 1n response to
the present state of the art, and in particular, 1n response to the
problems and needs in the art that have not yet been fully
solved by currently available support apparatuses. Accord-
ingly, the present invention has been developed to provide a
support apparatus for supporting a user and a media 1tem.

According to one embodiment of the invention, there 1s a
support apparatus that may be configured to support a prone
user 1n a position that may be conducive to interacting with a
media item that may be also supported thereon. The apparatus
may include an upper body support that may be configured to
support an upper body of a prone user 1n a position such that
a face of a user may be elevated. The upper body support may
include a base support member that may provide a cushioned
surface and may be configured to provide stability. The upper
body support may include a chest support member that may
extend upwardly from the base support member and may be
configured to provide a cushioned rest for a chest of a user.
The chest support member may include a top surface that may
be angled relative to the base support member such that a face
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ol a user may be directed forwardly. The chest support mem-
ber may be removably coupleable to the base support mem-
ber.

The apparatus may include a strip that may extend front-
wardly from the upper body support. The strip may be a sheet >
of flexible material that may have a width that may be sub-
stantially equal to the base support member. The strip may
include a removably coupleable device selected from the
group of coupling devices consisting of: snaps, buttons, hook
and loop, tongue and groove, clips, clamps, or magnets.

The apparatus may include a media support member that
may be coupled to the strip, opposite of the upper body
support. The media support member may include a media
support structure that may be configured to support a media
item 1n a viewable position. The media support member may
include a plurality of elongated restraining members that may
be coupled across an operating surface of the media support
member. The media support member may include a handle
that may extend upwardly therefrom. The media support 20
member may include an insulation chamber that may be
configured to store 1tems.

The apparatus may i1nclude a beverage support member
that may extend outwardly from the media support member
and may include a cavity. One of at least the upper body 25
support and the media support member may be inflatable. The
strip may be removeably coupleable to at least one of the
media support member and the upper body support.

Reference throughout this specification to features, advan-
tages, or similar language does not imply that all of the 30
teatures and advantages that may be realized with the present
invention should be or are 1n any single embodiment of the
invention. Rather, language referring to the features and
advantages 1s understood to mean that a specific feature,
advantage, or characteristic described 1n connection with an 35
embodiment 1s included 1n at least one embodiment of the
present invention. Thus, discussion of the features and advan-
tages, and similar language, throughout this specification
may, but do not necessarily, refer to the same embodiment.

Furthermore, the described features, advantages, and char- 40
acteristics of the invention may be combined 1n any suitable
manner in one or more embodiments. One skilled i1n the
relevant art will recognize that the invention can be practiced
without one or more of the specific features or advantages of
a particular embodiment. In other 1nstances, additional fea- 45
tures and advantages may be recognized 1n certain embodi-
ments that may not be present 1n all embodiments of the
ivention.

These features and advantages of the present invention will
become more fully apparent from the following description 350
and appended claims, or may be learned by the practice of the
invention as set forth hereinafter.
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In order for the advantages of the invention to be readily
understood, a more particular description of the invention
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to spe-
cific embodiments that are illustrated 1n the appended draw-
ing(s). It 1s noted that the drawings of the mnvention are notto 60
scale. The drawings are mere schematics representations, not
intended to portray specific parameters of the invention.
Understanding that these drawing(s) depict only typical
embodiments of the invention and are not, therefore, to be
considered to be limiting 1ts scope, the invention will be 65
described and explained with additional specificity and detail
through the use of the accompanying drawing(s), in which:
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FIG. 11s a perspective view of a support apparatus, accord-
ing to one embodiment of the mvention;

FIG. 2 1s a top plan view of a support apparatus, according,
to one embodiment of the invention:

FIG. 3 1s abottom plan view of a support apparatus, accord-
ing to one embodiment of the mvention;

FIG. 4 1s a right side elevational view of a support appara-
tus, according to one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 1s a left side elevational view of a support apparatus,
according to one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 6 1s a front elevational view of a support apparatus,
according to one embodiment of the mvention;

FIG. 7 1s a back elevational view of a support apparatus,
according to one embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 8 1s a side perspective view of a media support mem-

ber of a support apparatus, according to one embodiment of
the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the invention, reference will now be made to the
exemplary embodiments 1illustrated in the drawing(s), and
specific language will be used to describe the same. It will
nevertheless be understood that no limitation of the scope of
the invention 1s thereby intended. Any alterations and further
modifications of the inventive features 1llustrated herein, and
any additional applications of the principles of the invention
as 1llustrated herein, which would occur to one skilled 1n the
relevant art and having possession of this disclosure, are to be
considered within the scope of the invention.

Reference throughout this specification to an “embodi-
ment,” an “example” or similar language means that a par-
ticular feature, structure, characteristic, or combinations
thereol described 1n connection with the embodiment 1s
included 1n at least one embodiment of the present invention.
Thus, appearances of the phrases an “embodiment,” an
“example,” and similar language throughout this specifica-
tion may, but do not necessarily, all refer to the same embodi-
ment, to different embodiments, or to one or more of the
figures. Additionally, reference to the wording “embodi-
ment,” “example” or the like, for two or more features, ele-
ments, etc. does not mean that the features are necessarily
related, dissimilar, the same, etc.

Each statement of an embodiment, or example, 1s to be
considered independent of any other statement of an embodi-
ment despite any use of similar or 1dentical language charac-
terizing each embodiment. Therefore, where one embodi-
ment 1s 1dentified as “another embodiment,” the i1dentified
embodiment 1s independent of any other embodiments char-
acterized by the language “another embodiment.” The fea-
tures, functions, and the like described herein are considered
to be able to be combined 1n whole or 1n part one with another
as the claims and/or art may direct, either directly or indi-
rectly, implicitly or explicitly.

- Y

As used herein, “comprising,” “including,” “containing,”
“1s,” “are,” “characterized by,” and grammatical equivalents
thereof are inclusive or open-ended terms that do not exclude
additional unrecited elements or method steps. “Comprising”
1s to be interpreted as including the more restrictive terms
“consisting of” and “consisting essentially of.”

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a support apparatus, accord-
ing to one embodiment of the mvention. There 1s shown a
support apparatus 10 including an upper body support 12
coupled to a media support member 14 and configured to
support a prone user 1n a position that 1s conducive to inter-

acting with a media item that 1s also supported thereon. Non-
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limiting examples of a media item may be: a book, a maga-
zine, a journal, a newspaper, a 1Pad, a notepad, etc. The
illustrated apparatus 10 includes an upper body support 12
that 1s configured to support an upper body of a prone user in
a position such that a face of a user 1s elevated. The upper body
support 12 1includes a base support member 16 that provides
a cushioned surface and 1s configured to provide stability. The
illustrated base support member 16 includes a selectably seal-
able aperture 42 configured to provide an opening for the user
to inflate the upper body support 12 to a desired air level.

The 1llustrated upper body support 12 includes a chest
support member 18 that extends upwardly from the base
support member 16 and 1s configured to provide a cushioned
rest for a chest of a user. The chest support member 18
includes a top surface 20 that 1s angled relative to the base
support member 16 such that a face of a user 1s directed
torwardly. The chest support member includes a U-shaped or
horse-shoe shaped portion that may be called an armrest shelf
and 1s configured to provide support to a person’s sides and/or
arms. The armrest shell extends backwardly from the main
body of the chest support member on either side of where a
person may lie when the apparatus 1s 1n use.

The illustrated apparatus 10 includes a strip 22 that extends
frontwardly from the upper body support 12. The apparatus
10 1includes a media support member 14 that 1s coupled to the
strip 22, opposite of the upper body support 12. The media
support member 14 includes a media support structure 24 that
1s configured to support a media 1tem 1n a viewable position.
The media support member 14 includes a plurality of elon-
gated restraining members 26 that are coupled across an
operating surface of the media support structure 24 of the
media support member 14. The elongated restraining mem-
bers 26 are configured to secure a media 1tem 1n an open
position, so that the user may view the contents of the media
item without having to hold the media 1tem open with a hand
or both hands. The elongated restraining members 26 include
a tlexible material configured to provide elasticity to each
restraiming member to easily position and couple a media
item thereto. The media support member 14 also 1includes a
handle 28 that extends upwardly therefrom, to transport the
apparatus 10.

The 1llustrated apparatus 10 includes a beverage support
member 32 that extends outwardly from the media support
member 14 and includes a cavity 34. The illustrated upper
body support 12 and the media support member 14 are inflat-
able. The 1illustrated strip 22 1s removeably coupleable to at
least one of the media support member 14 and/or the upper
body support 12. Such coupling may be elfectuated by but-
tons, snaps, hook and loop, protrusions, friction {fittings,
tongue and groove, and the like and combinations thereof.
The beverage support member 32 includes a first attachment
member 30 configured to selectably couple to a second
attachment member 52 disposed on the media support mem-
ber 18. The beverage support member 32 1s coupled to the
media support such that itmay p1rvot upwards when not in use,
wherein the first attachment member 50 selectably couples to
the second attachment member 52. Non-limiting examples of
a attachment member may be: a hook and loop attachment
device, magnetic attachment devices, Velcro attachment
members, etc.

There may be a pouch coupled to an exterior surface of the
apparatus that may be configured to support an electronic
device such as but not limited to an MPS player, 1pod, cell
phone, smart phone and the like and may be 1n reach of a user
during operation thereof. There may be a pouch or compart-
ment disposed within the media support and operationally
coupled to the cavity therein such that cold materials may be
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placed therein to keep the cavity temperature lower than
otherwise. As non-limiting examples cold materials may
include 1ce, freezer packs, frozen materials, and the like.

In one embodiment, there 1s an 1inflatable lounge and media
holder, including three pieces that detach/re-attach to/from
cach other. There 1s a chest piece (chest support member), a
center piece (strip), and a media holder (media support mem-
ber). It may allow you to lie on your stomach and read,
sunbathe or just relax 1 comiort. The chest piece supports
your upper body 1n an ergonomic fashion and may advanta-
geously reduce stress on your shoulders, arms, elbows, neck,
and/or etc. One may also use such while lying on ones back.
It may allow one to adjust how upright one sits and/or also
provides arm rests. The chest piece may include one or more
portions that are detachable and may be used 1n the water 1n a
manner similar to a “noodle” float, wherein the portion 1s
inflated or otherwise floats on water.

The center piece 1s a connector between the chest piece and
the media holder. It may be inflatable and/or may be a thin
film of connective matenal. It may be adjustable for arm
length and for distance needed for reading. It provides a
surface to protect any media being placed on it or being held
up 1n place. When all pieces are attached the center piece
keeps the integrity of the device intact as 1t holds everything
together. The media holder may be triangular 1n shape and
angled such that a book, 1ipad, magazine or the like can rest on
the holder and for positioning the media for easy viewing. It
may also have straps such that 1f the media has pages 1t will
hold them 1n place for the user to read hands-free. The straps
may be flexible so that the pages can be turned easily without
having to remove the book/magazine. The media holder may
also be hollow and/or provide a space for storage of small
items such as a phone, sunglasses, 1pod, keys etc. The device
may also have a cup holder that may be attached to the media
holder and/or may double as a “door” to the hollow area and
may secure items inside as needed. The chest portion may
double as a pillow when removed and/or as a flotation device.

The apparatus may be inflatable, such that when detflated it
may be carried and/or stored 1n a compact state. The apparatus
may include foam and/or other materials, especially light
and/or soft/flexible materials and/or materials that waill float
1n water.

FIG. 2 1s a top plan view of a support apparatus, according,
to one embodiment of the invention. There 1s shown a support
apparatus 10 including an upper body support 12 and a media
support member 14.

The illustrated support apparatus 10 includes an upper
body support 12 that1s configured to support an upper body of
a prone user. The upper body support 12 includes a base
support member 16 that provides a cushioned surface and 1s
configured to provide stability. The illustrated base support
member 16 1includes a pair of arms 60 configured to support a
user around the mid section.

The 1illustrated upper body support 12 includes a chest
support member 18 that extends upwardly from the base
support member 16 and 1s configured to provide a cushioned
rest for a chest of a user. The chest support member 18
includes a top surface 20 that i1s angled relative to the base
support member 16 such that a face of a user 1s directed
forwardly. The chest support member 18 1s removably cou-
pleable to the base support member 16.

The 1llustrated apparatus 10 includes a strip 22 that extends
frontwardly from the upper body support 12. The strip 22 1s a
sheet of flexible material that includes a width that 1s substan-
tially equal to the width of the base support member 16. The
strip 22 1ncludes a removably coupleable device 36 selected
from the group of coupling devices consisting of: snaps,
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buttons, hook and loop, tongue and groove, clips, clamps, or
magnets. The illustrated removably coupleable device 36 1s
configured to couple the upper body support 12 and a media
support member 14 to the strip 22.

The media support member 14 1s coupled to the strip 22,
opposite of the upper body support 12. The media support
member 14 includes a media support structure that 1s config-
ured to support a media 1tem 1n a viewable position. The
media support member 14 includes a plurality of elongated
restraiming members 26 that are coupled across an operating,
surface of the media support member 14. The media support
member 14 includes a handle 28 that extends upwardly there-
from.

The 1llustrated apparatus 10 includes a beverage support
member 32 that extends outwardly from the media support
member 14 and includes a cavity 34. The illustrated beverage
support member 32 includes a selectably sealable aperture 62
configured to provide an opening for the user to inflate the
beverage support member 32.

FI1G. 3 1s a bottom plan view of a support apparatus, accord-
ing to one embodiment of the invention. There 1s shown an
apparatus mcluding an upper body support 12 and a media
support member 14.

The illustrated support apparatus includes an upper body
support 12 and a media support member 14 coupled together
by a strip 22. The upper body support 12 includes a base
support member 16 configured to provide stability to the
apparatus. The illustrated strip 22 extends frontwardly from
the upper body support 12 and couples to the media support
member 14 thereto. The strip 22 1s a sheet of tlexible material
that includes a width that 1s substantially equal to the width of
the base support member 16. The strip 22 includes a remov-
ably coupleable device 36 selected from the group of cou-
pling devices consisting of: snaps, buttons, hook and loop,
tongue and groove, clips, clamps, or magnets. The illustrated
removably coupleable device 36 includes an anchor 40 dis-
posed on a bottom surface 44 of the base support member 16.
The anchor 40 1s configured to selectably couple to one of a
plurality of recetving apertures 42. The anchor 40 1s config-
ured to extend through an aperture 42, thereby securing the
strip 22 to the upper body support 12.

The apparatus includes a media support member 14 that 1s
coupled to the strip 22, opposite of the upper body support 12.
The apparatus includes a beverage support member 32 that
extends outwardly from the media support member 14. The
illustrated upper body support 12 and the media support
member 14 are intlatable.

FI1G. 4 1s a left side elevational view of a support apparatus,
according to one embodiment of the invention. There is
shown a support apparatus 10 including an upper body sup-
port 12 and a media support member 14.

The 1llustrated support apparatus 10 includes an upper
body support 12 that1s configured to support an upper body of
a prone user 1n a position such that a face of a user 1s elevated.
The upper body support 12 includes a base support member
16 that provides a cushioned surface and 1s configured to
provide stability. The illustrated upper body support 12
includes a chest support member 18 that extends upwardly
from the base support member 16 and 1s configured to provide
a cushioned rest for a chest of a user. The chest support
member 18 includes a top surface 20 that 1s angled relative to
the base support member 16 such that a face of a user 1s
directed forwardly.

The illustrated apparatus 10 includes a strip 22 that extends
frontwardly from the upper body support 12. The apparatus
10 1includes a media support member 14 that 1s coupled to the
strip 22, opposite of the upper body support 12. The media
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support member 14 includes a media support structure 24 that
1s configured to support a media 1tem 1n a viewable position.
The media support member 14 includes a handle 28 that
extends upwardly therefrom. The media support member 14
includes a sealed end 66 configured to secure items stored
within the media support member 14.

FIG. 5 15 a right side elevational view of a support appara-
tus, according to one embodiment of the mvention. There 1s
shown a support apparatus 10 including an upper body sup-
port 12 and a media support member 14.

The illustrated support apparatus 10 1s configured to sup-
port a prone user 1n a position that 1s conducive to interacting
with a media i1tem that 1s also supported thereon. The appa-
ratus 10 includes an upper body support 12 having a base
support member 16 that provides a cushioned surface and 1s
configured to provide stability. The illustrated upper body
support 12 includes a chest support member 18 that extends
upwardly from the base support member 16 and 1s configured
to provide a cushioned rest for a chest of a user. The chest
support member 18 1s removably coupleable to the base sup-
port member 16.

The 1llustrated apparatus 10 includes a strip 22 that extends
frontwardly from the upper body support 12. The apparatus
10 1includes a media support member 14 that 1s coupled to the
strip 22, opposite of the upper body support 12. The media
support member 14 includes a handle 28 that extends
upwardly therefrom. The media support member 14 includes
an selectably openable aperture 68 disposed about a side of
the media support member 14. The aperture 68 1s configured
to recerve 1tems to be stored within the media support member
14.

The 1llustrated apparatus 10 includes a beverage support
member 32 that extends outwardly from the media support
member 14. The illustrated beverage support member 32 1s
shaped to match the selectably openable aperture 68 of the
media support member 14. The beverage support member 32
1s configured to pivot upwardly and close oif the aperture 68,
thereby creating an isulation chamber disposed within the
media support member 14.

FIG. 6 1s a front perspective view of a support apparatus,
according to one embodiment of the invention. There 1s
shown a support apparatus 10 including a media support
member 14 and a base support member 16.

The 1llustrated support apparatus 10 includes a media sup-
port member 14 having a media support structure 24 that 1s
configured to support a media item 1n a viewable position.
The media support member 14 includes a handle 28 that
extends upwardly therefrom. The illustrated media support
member 14 includes a selectably sealable aperture 46 config-
ured to provide an opening for a user to intflate the media
support member 14 to a desired air level. The illustrated
apparatus 10 includes a beverage support member 32 that
extends outwardly from a side of the media support member
14. The apparatus 10 includes a base support member 16
coupled to the media support member 14.

FIG. 7 1s a back elevational view of a support apparatus,
according to one embodiment of the invention. There 1s
shown a support apparatus 10 including an upper body sup-
port 12 and a media support member 14.

The illustrated support apparatus 10 includes an upper
body support 12 that1s configured to support an upper body of
a prone user. The upper body support 12 includes a base
support member 16 that provides a cushioned surface and 1s
configured to provide stability. The 1illustrated upper body
support 12 includes a chest support member 18 that extends
upwardly from the base support member 16 and 1s configured
to provide a cushioned rest for a chest of a user. The chest
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support member 18 includes a top surface that 1s angled
relative to the base support member 16 such that a face of a
user 1s directed forwardly.

The apparatus 10 includes a media support member 14 that
1s coupled to a strip, opposite of the upper body support 12.
The media support member 14 includes a media support
structure that i1s configured to support a media i1tem 1n a
viewable position. The media support member 14 includes a
handle that extends upwardly theretfrom. The illustrated appa-
ratus 10 mncludes a beverage support member 32 that extends
outwardly from a side of the media support member 14.

In operation of one embodiment of the invention, a user
couples the various members together at desired positions and
in the desired configurations and lays the apparatus on a
surface where the user intends to rest/read. The user than lies
on the support 1n a desired manner, such as but not limited to
being face-down on the chest support with arms extended
between the chest support and media support over the strip
and manipulating a media 1tem supported on the media sup-
port. The user may access the interior of the media support for
desired 1tems and may partake from beverage containers
stored 1n the beverage support.

FIG. 8 15 a side perspective view of an 1msulation chamber
of a media support member, according to one embodiment of
the invention. There 1s shown a media support member 14 and
a beverage support member 32 of a support apparatus.

The 1llustrated media support member 14 includes an 1nsu-
lated chamber 70 disposed within the media support structure
24 of the media support member 14. The media support
member 14 includes a selectably openable aperture 68 con-
figured to allow access to the imnsulation chamber 70 disposed
therein. The illustrated insulation chamber 70 includes a
recessed portion 72 configured to secure and support 1tems
disposed therein.

The support apparatus 1includes a beverage support mem-
ber 32 extending outwardly from a side of the media support
member 14. The beverage support member 32 includes a
cavity 34 configured to secure and support a beverage con-
tainer. The illustrated cavity 34 includes a cylindrical cavity
43 configured to support a beverage container. The illustrated
beverage support member 32 1s configured to be sized and
shaped to cover the selectably openable aperture 68 of the
media support member 14. The beverage support member 32
1s sized and shaped to match the profile of the media support
structure 24, thereby creating the insulated chamber 70 dis-
posed within the media support member 14.

In one embodiment of the invention, there 1s an adjustable
(possibly four or five position) “back pack chair” that may
have an adjustable ottoman for leg length not only when used
in the upright position but also when lying prone. The chest
piece may be “inserted” into the back rest of the chair through
a cavity thereof. The center piece and the media holder may
be roll-able and rolled up and may have a pouch 1n the back-
pack of the chair and/or may be used as a neck support. The
user may inflate the chest piece while using the device as a
chair and 1t would act as a pillow. While placing the chair 1n
the lay down position the head rest portion of the chair may
have a support bar that may be used to give the upper part of
the chair more stability when lying flat. The chest piece may
be utilized just as i1 placing the original product on a chaise
lounge. When the media holder 1s inflated 1t may extend
beyond the top of the chair with a support arm to hold 1t and
the top bar of the chair may be shaped such that 1t will become
the resting place for the bottom of a book or other media.

Advantageously, an embodiment of the apparatus 1s inflat-
able, easy to use, and/or comiortable. The chest support
allows one to lie 1n a plurality of positions and be supported
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thereon 1n a plurality of configurations and/or modes. One
may read, sunbathe, relax, and etc. thereon. An embodiment
of the apparatus 1s multifunctional and/or adjustable to vary-
ing heights, lengths and/or weights ot users. The center piece
or strip may keep sand and other debris from the region
between the chest support and the media support. A user may
read hands-1ree while using an embodiment of the apparatus.
Wherein page straps are flexible and/or elastic, pages may be
turned without removing media from the apparatus. A user
may comiortably look up and around because of angled and
clevated chest support. There may be a carry strap coupled to
an exterior of the apparatus such that when the apparatus 1s
intended to be stored, 1t may be wrapped by the carry strap.
Such 1s particularly advantageous wherein the apparatus 1s
deflate able.

It 1s understood that the above-described embodiments are
only illustrative of the application of the principles of the
present invention. The present invention may be embodied in
other specific forms without departing from 1ts spirit or essen-
tial characteristics. The described embodiment 1s to be con-
sidered 1n all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive.
The scope of the invention 1s, therefore, indicated by the
appended claims rather than by the foregoing description. All
changes which come within the meaning and range of equiva-
lency of the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

For example, although the Figures illustrate an intlatable
apparatus, one skilled in the art would appreciate that the
apparatus may be comprised of a foam upper body support
and a foam media support member and still perform 1ts
intended function.

Additionally, although the figures 1llustrate an insulation
chamber, one skilled in the art would appreciate that the
insulation chamber may include a lid configured to secure the
contents of the chamber therein and still perform its intended
function.

It 1s envisioned that, one skilled in the art would appreciate
that, the upper body support, the media support member, the
strip, and the beverage support member may vary in size,
shape, design, configuration, color, length, height, width, etc.
and still perform its intended function.

It 1s also envisioned that there may be versions adapted for
use by adults and for children, such that the sizing, propor-
tions, decorations and accoutrements may be optimized for
use by such and other demographic groups.

There may be a version adapted for use by pregnant
women. Such may include a taller armrest shelf that may be
longer and/or configured to be movable/adjustable/curvable
between various positions such that 1t may provide additional/
turther support to portions of a pregnant woman’s body, such
as but not limited to sides, arms, belly, hips, and the like.

It1s expected that there could be numerous variations of the
design of this invention. An example 1s that one embodiment
may be formed as a single unit that may be configured with
permanent couplings between portions/members/sections.
Such a version may be more sturdy than otherwise and may be
more suited to use 1n a pool than others.

Finally, 1t 1s envisioned that the components of the device
may be constructed of a variety of materials, such as but not
limited to: plastic, plastic composite, textiles, rubber, tlexible
material, waterproof matenal, etc. and still perform 1its
intended function.

Thus, while the present invention has been fully described
above with particularity and detail 1n connection with what 1s
presently deemed to be the most practical and preferred
embodiment of the mvention, 1t will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill 1n the art that numerous modifications, includ-
ing, but not limited to, variations 1n size, materials, shape,
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form, function and manner of operation, assembly and use
may be made, without departing from the principles and
concepts of the invention as set forth 1n the claims. Further, 1t

1s contemplated that an embodiment may be limited to consist
of or to consist essentially of one or more of the features, 5
functions, structures, methods described herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A support apparatus configured to support a prone user 1n
a position conducive to mteracting with a media 1tem that 1s 10
also supported thereon, comprising:
a) an upper body support configured to support an upper
body of a prone user 1n a position such that a face of a
user 1s elevated, including:
al) a base support member providing a cushioned sur- 15
face and configured to provide stability; and

a2) a chest support member extending upwardly from
the base support member and configured to provide a
cushioned rest for a chest of a user, wherein the chest
support member includes a top surface that 1s angled 2¢
relative to the base support member such that a face of
a user 1s directed forwardly; wherein the chest support
member 1s removably coupleable to the base support
member:;

12

b) a strip extending frontwardly from the upper body sup-

port, wherein the strip 1s a sheet of flexible material
having a width substantially equal to the base support
member; wherein the strip includes a removably cou-
pleable device selected from the group of coupling
devices consisting of: snaps, buttons, hook and loop,
tongue and groove, clips, clamps, and magnets;

¢) amedia support member coupled to the strip, opposite of

the upper body support, and including a media support
structure configured to support a media 1tem 1n a view-

able position; wherein the media support member
includes a plurality of elongated restraining members
coupled across an operating surface of the media support
member; wherein the media support member includes a
handle extending upwardly therefrom; wherein the
media support member includes an msulation chamber
configured to store 1tems;

d) a beverage support member extending outwardly from

the media support member and including a cavity; and

¢) wherein one of at least the upper body support and the

media support member 1s inflatable; wherein the strip 1s
removeably coupleable to at least one of the media sup-
port member and the upper body support.
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