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WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM
AND METHOD

RELATED APPLICATION

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 10/261,068, filed Sep. 30, 2002, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,204,504 which 1s non-provisional filing of Provisional
U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 60/337,5477, filed Oct. 26,
2001.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This mvention relates to methods and apparatus for
improving the spectral efliciency of mobile cellular commu-
nications systems. The mnvention also relates to a mobile
communications system having such improved spectral eifi-
ciency.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

Mobile cellular operators are placing increasing demands
on capacity in order to support greater numbers of subscribers
and higher bit-rate services. This 1n turn 1s placing increasing
pressure on the restricted amount of available radio spectrum.
In attempts to provide more eflicient use of the available
spectrum, workers 1n this field have considered the use of
spatial processing and of the provision of micro-cells.

Spatial processing exploits the multi-path characteristics
of the mobile radio channel by means of multiple antennas at
the transmitter and at the recerver. The benefit arises i two
ways. Firstly, there 1s a diversity gain, which arises provided
the antennas at the receiver are sulficiently far apart for the
signals they receive to be uncorrelated. Then, the signal
received at any one antenna varies independently of the sig-
nals recerved by the other antennas and the signal-to-noise
ratio of the combined signal 1s improved as a consequence.
Secondly, the multi-path channel can be separated into 1nde-
pendent spatial modes, each of which 1s capable of supporting,
traific i its own right. To exploit this effect requires coding of
the signal at the transmitter and multiple transmit antennas.
The combination of these two effects, diversity gain and
independent spatial modes, leads to an improvement 1n spec-
tral efficiency that 1s proportional to the product of the number
ol transmit antennas and the number of recerve antennas. Use
of either of these effects alone may still provide a useful
improvement, albeit smaller than that realised 1n combina-
tion. The improvement in spectral efficiency i1s only realised it
the antennas are suificiently far apart for the recerved signals
to be uncorrelated. In practice this means that the antennas
must be separated by at least one hall wavelength at the
frequency of the radio signal, thus restricting the application
of spatial processing to higher frequencies and or larger
antenna installations. Recent work has sought to overcome
this restriction by suggesting that the antennas need not be
placed on the same terminal, either at the transmitter or at the
receiver, and that groups of terminals can cooperate to form
virtual transmit and recerve antenna arrays.

Micro-cells are an extension of the cellular concept to
smaller cells 1n an attempt to accommodate larger numbers of
users. In cellular radio, the radio spectrum that 1s used 1n one
geographical area, or cell, may be re-used in other cells,
provided that the cells are suificiently far apart for mutual
interference to be below a pre-determined level. The level of
interference 1s dependent on the ratio of the cell diameter and
the distance between cells in such a way that 1t remains
constant 1 both are changed in proportion, for example 11 both
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2

are halved. Hence higher capacity density can be achieved by
means ol smaller cells. The small cells typical of micro-
cellular architectures therefore offer the potential for very
high capacity density and hence high overall spectral effi-
ciency. However, such architectures, while offering high
capacity density within the cells, pose the difficult backhaul
problem of linking the myriad cells back into the network.
There 1s also the requirement for an added layer of wireless
infrastructure. The use of micro-cells has therefore been usu-
ally restricted to areas where an optical fibre infrastructure 1s
readily accessible, such as imn-building.

OBJECT TO THE INVENTION

The mvention seeks to provide a wireless communications

system and method which mitigates at least one of the prob-
lems of known methods.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect ol the invention there 1s provided
a mobile communications system 1n which communication
with a plurality of mobile terminals 1s provided by a base
station, wherein said terminals are adapted each to commu-
nicate with one or more adjacent similar terminals to establish
disjoint groups of terminals, each said group functioning
co-operatively as a micro-cell for communications purposes,
wherein each terminal in a said group 1s arranged to perform
a first processing step on signals received from the base sta-
tion, to exchange with the other terminals of the group 1nfor-
mation derived from said first processing step, and to perform
a second processing step utilising exchanged information
received from other terminals of the group so as to derive,
from the recerved signals, a signal intended for reception by
that terminal.

The number of terminals within a group 1s such that the
spectral efficiency of the system 1s maximised.

Preferably, the amount of processing that 1s performed 1n
the first processing step 1s controlled so as to enhance the
spectral efficiency gain.

The base station may be arranged to transmit simulta-
neously a plurality of signals one for each mobile terminal of
the group.

Each said transmitted signal may be encoded with arespec-
tive unique spreading sequence, and said spreading sequence
may comprise a Walsh code.

The system may comprise a code division multiple access
(CDMA) system.

The terminals may be selected to form part of said group by
monitoring the strength of a received signal from the base
station and selecting terminals with the highest recerved sig-
nal strength.

According to another aspect of the invention there is pro-
vided a mobile communications system in which a plurality
of mobile terminals communicate with one another 1n a peer
to peer manner, wherein said terminals are adapted each to
communicate with one or more adjacent similar terminals to
establish groups of terminals, each said group functioning
co-operatively as a micro-cell for communications purposes,
wherein each terminal 1n a said group 1s arranged to perform
a first processing step on signals recerved from outside the
group, to exchange with the other terminals of the group
information derived from said first processing step, and to
perform a second processing step utilising exchanged infor-
mation received from other terminals of the group so as to
derive, from the recerved signals, a signal intended for recep-
tion by that terminal.
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Advantageously, spectrum 1s reserved for intra-group com-
munication so as to enhance spectral eificiency.

In a preferred arrangement, the groups of mobile terminals
are formed on an ad-hoc basis and comprise a number of
terminals such that the number of terminal antennas being
serviced by the base station 1s as close as possible to a prede-
termined optimum number. Each base station antenna trans-
mits to all terminals of the group a respective signal intended
for reception by one terminal of that group. Each terminal
processes the recerved signals to determine channel estimates
which are then used in a matched filter to reduce channel
distortion prior to the correlation process. This information 1s
shared by the terminals to facilitate recovery of the signals
intended for each terminal of the group.

Advantageously, each signal transmitted by the base sta-
tion 1s encoded with a respective unique spreading sequence,
¢.g. a Walsh code. Pilot sequences may be added to the trans-
mitted signals to facilitate channel estimation.

According to another aspect of the invention there 1s pro-
vided a method of providing spectrum re-use in a mobile
communications system in which communication with a plu-
rality of mobile terminals 1s provided by a base station, and
wherein said terminals are adapted each to communicate with
one or more adjacent similar terminals to establish groups of
terminals, each said group functioning co-operatively as a
micro-cell for communications purposes, the method com-
prising: transmitting signals from the base station to all ter-
minals of the group; at each terminal of said group, perform-
ing a first processing step on signals received from the base
station; exchanging with the other terminals of the group
information derived from said first processing step, and per-
forming a second processing step utilising exchanged infor-
mation received from other terminals of the group so as to
derive, from the recerved signals, a signal intended for recep-
tion by that terminal, and wherein the number of terminals
within a said group 1s selected such as to maximise the spec-
tral efficiency of the system.

Preferably, the amount of processing that 1s performed in
the first processing step 1s controlled so as to enhance the
spectral efficiency gain.

Preferably, the base station transmits simultaneously a plu-
rality of signals one for each mobile terminal of the group.

Each said transmitted signal may be encoded with arespec-
tive unique spreading sequence and each said spreading
sequence may comprise a Walsh code.

The system may comprise a code division multiple access
(CDMA) system.

The terminals may be selected to form part of said group by
monitoring the strength of a received signal from the base
station and selecting terminals with the highest recerved sig-
nal strength.

According to another aspect of the invention there 1s pro-
vided a method of providing spectrum re-use in a mobile
communications system 1n which a plurality of mobile termi-
nals communicate with one another 1n a peer to peer manner,
and wherein said terminals are adapted each to communicate
with one or more adjacent similar terminals to establish
groups ol terminals, each said group functioning co-opera-
tively as a micro-cell for communications purposes, the
method comprising: receving signals at all terminals of the
group; at each terminal of said group, performing a {first
processing step on the received signals; exchanging with the
other terminals of the group information derived from said
first processing step, and performing a second processing step
utilising exchanged information recerved from other termi-
nals of the group so as to derive, from the recerved signals, a
signal intended for reception by that terminal, and wherein
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the number of terminals within a said group 1s selected such as
to maximise the spectral efficiency of the system.

The method may be performed by software 1n machine
readable form on a storage medium.

According to another aspect of the invention there 1s pro-
vided a mobile terminal for use 1n a mobile communications

system 1n which communication with a plurality of similar
mobile terminals 1s provided by a base station, wherein said
terminal 1s adapted to communicate with one or more adja-
cent similar terminals to establish a group of terminals func-
tioning co-operatively as a micro-cell for communications
purposes, and wherein said terminal 1s arranged to perform a
first processing step on signals recerved from the base station,
to exchange with the other terminals of the group information
derived from said first processing step, and to perform a
second processing step utilising exchanged information
received from other terminals of the group so as to derive,
from the recerved signals, a signal intended for reception by
that terminal.

The mobile terminal may select which adjacent similar
terminals will co-operate as a micro-cell by recerving signals
from adjacent terminals, wherein each terminal monitors the
strength of the signal it receives from the base station, and
selecting terminals with the highest recerved signal strength.

According to another aspect of the imnvention there is pro-
vided a mobile terminal for use 1n a mobile communications
system 1n which a plurality of mobile terminals communicate
with one another in a peer to peer manner, wherein said
terminal 1s adapted to communicate with one or more adja-
cent similar terminals to establish a group of terminals func-
tioning co-operatively as a micro-cell for communications
purposes, and wherein said terminal 1s arranged to perform a
first processing step on received signals, to exchange with the
other terminals of the group information derived from said
first processing step, and to perform a second processing step
utilising exchanged information recerved from other termi-
nals of the group so as to derive, from the received signals, a
signal intended for reception by that terminal.

According to another aspect of the invention there is pro-
vided a method of forming a micro-cell 1n a mobile commu-
nications system, said micro-cell comprising at least two
mobile terminals adapted to communicate with one another in
a peer to peer manner, the method comprising: receiving
signals at a terminal from a plurality of adjacent similar
terminals; each said terminal monitoring the strength of a
signal recerved from the base station and selecting terminals
with the highest received signal strength to operate within
said micro-cell.

In our technique we exploit the advantages of space-time
processing and micro-cells 1n such a way as to overcome the
disadvantages of both, thus providing enhanced spectral effi-
ciency in such a way that it 1s accessible with small terminals
and low frequencies. The technique 1s applicable to both the
uplink (user to base station) and the down link (base station to
user) and also to peer to peer (user to user) communication.

The preferred features may be combined as appropriate, as
would be apparent to a skilled person, and may be combined
with any of the aspects of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

An embodiment of the mvention will now be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic diagram of part ol a mobile commu-
nications system according to a preferred embodiment of the
invention;
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FIG. 2 illustrates 1in stmplified schematic form the commu-
nication process between a base station and a group of mobile

terminals 1n the system of FIG. 1;

FI1G. 3 1llustrates the process of signal reception and a first
stage of signal processing in one of the user terminals of the
group of mobile terminals of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 1llustrates a second stage of signal processing in one
of the user terminals of the group of mobile terminals of FIG.
2;

FIG. 5 1llustrates the process of signal transmission from
the group of mobile terminals of FIG. 2;

FI1G. 6 1llustrates graphically a first example of the form of
the spectral efficiency improvement that may be obtained by
the system of FIG. 1.

FI1G. 7 illustrates graphically a second example of the form
of the spectral efficiency improvement that may be obtained
by the system of FIG. 1.

FI1G. 8 1llustrates graphically a third example of the form of
the spectral efficiency improvement that may be obtained by
the system of FIG. 1.

FI1G. 9 1llustrates graphically a fourth example of the form
ol the spectral etficiency improvement that may be obtained
by the system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 10 illustrates graphically a fifth example of the form
ol the spectral etficiency improvement that may be obtained
by the system of FIG. 1.

FI1G. 11 illustrates graphically a sixth example of the form
of the spectral efficiency improvement that may be obtained

by the system of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

The application of our technique 1n a mobile cellular radio
environment 1s shown diagrammatically in FIG. 1 and con-
s1sts of a macro-cellular architecture overlaid on a pseudo
micro-cellular architecture as will be described below.

The cellular architecture shown 1n FIG. 1 will typically
comprise a CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access) system
using spatial processing. Although this 1s our preferred
embodiment, 1t will be apparent to those skilled 1n the art that
the methods described below are also applicable to other
multiple access techniques such as TDMA (Time Division
Multiple Access).

As indicated 1n FIG. 1, each macro-cell 11 1s centred on a
base station 12. The base station 1s provisioned with multiple
antennas 16, although it 1s also envisaged that a group of base
stations, each equipped with a single antenna, could cooper-
ate to similar effect. Spatial processing 1s employed within
the macro-cell 11, providing spectrally efficient links
between the terminals 1 individual pseudo micro-cells or
groups 15 and the base station, at which point access to the
fixed network (not shown) 1s provided. Consequently there 1s
no need for a fixed infrastructure to link the micro-cells to the
network.

The user terminals 13 are assumed to be mobile. Each user
terminal 1s provisioned with an antenna 17 for communica-
tion with the base station 12, although 1t 1s straightforward to
generalise this concept to include user terminals with more
than one antenna. To obtain the gain from spatial processing,
which requires multiple antennas, each user terminal 13
cooperates with a number of other conveniently located user
terminals 1n its vicimity by forming an ad-hoc network com-
prising a pseudo micro-cell. These groupings constitute the
pseudo micro-cells or terminal groups 15 of the architecture
shown i1n FIG. 1 and change on an ad-hoc basis as user
terminals move within the macro cell 11 or to and from
adjacent macro cells (not shown). Thus, as the user terminals
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6

roam, existing groups are dissolved and new groups are
formed. The determination of a preferred number of terminals
to form a group will be discussed below. Intra-group commu-
nications (also called intra-micro-cell or intra-cell or inter-
terminal communications because 1t 1s between terminals 1n a
group) are carried within a reserved spectrum 1, this spec-
trum being allocated for use by all ad-hoc groups of terminals
within the macro-cell 11 and within all other macro-cells of
the system. Not all of the reserved spectrum 1, need neces-

sarily be used within every micro-cell but all intra-group (or
inter-terminal) communication will occur within this
reserved spectrum.

As the antennas 17 forming the link with the base station 12
are on separate user terminals, there 1s a low correlation
between their respective signals, even at low frequencies, and
there 1s no constraint on user terminal size caused by the need
to keep adjacent antennas at least haltf a wavelength apart.
Furthermore, the reduced number of antennas on a user ter-
minal and the lower number of RF recerve chains required as
a consequence results 1n considerable savings in user terminal
cost and complexity.

It will be appreciated that, 1n an alternative environment
where direct peer to peer communication 1s the dominant
mode of operation, a central base-station does not normally
exist, although a larger platform, such as a vehicle, may
behave similarly. Alternatively, both ends of the link may
terminate on ad-hoc networks in pseudo micro-cells.

Within the pseudo micro-cell or terminal group 13, the
frequencies or CDMA codes utilised are selected from a
different group from those used between the base station and
the user terminals, or between user terminal groups 1n peer to
peer communications, and conform to a different frequency
re-use pattern. The re-use pattern used by the pseudo micro-
cells 1s independent of that used by the macro-cells. Thus any
spectrum used 1n the micro-cells can be re-used 1n the micro-
cells of every macro-cell, irrespective of the macro-cell re-use
factor.

The terminals 13 exchange the necessary information
within their own pseudo micro-cell or group to decode the
space-time signals from the base station and to encode the
space-time signals for the base station. This exchange of
information within the terminal group 15 may occur as part of
an ntegrated protocol for the entire system or alternatively
may make use of an existing protocol, such as a wireless local
area network, for example IEEE 802.11. Protocols supporting
ad-hoc networking are particularly suitable, for example
Bluetooth. The amount of information to be exchanged 1s
relatlvely high and without the frequency re-use atforded by
the micro-cells would more than offset the gain provided by
the spatial processing. Including this frequency re-use, how-
ever, gives rise to a net gain in the spectral efficiency of the
total system compared to that of the macro-cell alone.

The way 1n which the information 1s exchanged in the
system ol FIG. 1 influences the overall spectral efficiency
significantly. For simplicity of explanation, the information
exchange process 1s described below with reference to FI1G. 2
for a base station having two antennas communicating with
two user terminals, but 1t will be appreciated that the concept
can be readily extended to systems with additional base sta-
tion antennas and larger groups of user terminals or to sys-
tems 1n which both ends of the link terminate on a group of
user terminals 1n a pseudo micro-cell.

In FIG. 2, each terminal 13A, 13B is shown as having a
primary antenna 17A, 17B for communication with the base
station and a secondary antenna 171A, 171B for communi-
cation with other terminals of the group. This secondary
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antenna may be a discrete component as shown 1n FIG. 2, or
it may be incorporated 1n the main antenna. Thus, the main
antenna may have a dual role.

As shown 1n FIG. 2, signal S, 1s transmitted from the base
station 12 to user terminal 13A and signal S, 1s transmitted
from the base station 12 to user terminal 13B. Signal S, 1s
encoded with a first unique spreading sequence W, e.g. a
Walsh code, and comprises a sequence of space-time symbols
which are transmitted from the base station 12 via antennas
16A and 16B. Similarly, signal S, 1s encoded with a second
unique spreading sequence W, and 1s also transmitted from
the base station 12 via antennas 16 A and 16B as a sequence of
space-time symbols. In addition, a first pilot sequence P, 1s
transmitted from antenna 16 A of the base station and a second
pilot sequence P, 1s transmitted from antenna 16B of the base
station. These transmissions from the base station 12 are
within the spectrum allocated to the macro-cell. Within the
ad-hoc terminal group or micro-cell, all of the transmissions
from the base station 12 are received by both user terminal
13 A via antenna 17 A and user terminal 13B via antenna 17B.

The radio channel between base station antenna 16 A and
antenna 17A on user terminal 13 A 1s denoted in FIG. 2 ash, ;.
Similarly, the radio channel between base station antenna
16 A and antenna 17B on user terminal 13B 1s denoted in FIG.
2 as h, ,, the radio channel between base station antenna 168
and antenna 17A on user terminal 13 A 1s denoted 1n FIG. 2 as
h,,, and the radio channel between base station antenna 168
and antenna 17B on user terminal 13B 1s denoted 1n FIG. 2 as
h,,.

In order to extract the signal S, from the received signals,
user terminal 13 A requires knowledge of the signals received
by user terminal 13B and of the channels h,, and h,,. Simi-
larly, 1n order to extract the signal S, from the received sig-
nals, user terminal 13B requires knowledge of the signals
recetved by user terminal 13 A and of the channels h, , and h, .

This information 1s obtained 1n a digital implementation of
a CDMA system by the method illustrated 1n FIG. 3. As can
be seen from FIG. 3, the digitised base-band signal 1n user
terminal 13 A 1s passed via an mput stage or front end shown
schematically as comprising amplifier 301, frequency con-
verter 302 and analogue to digital converter (ADC) 303 to a
bank of channel estimators 31A, 31B, one for each base
station transmit antenna 16 A, 16B. Again, for simplicity only
two channel estimators are shown although 1t will of course
be appreciated that a larger number of base station antennas
and channel estimators may be provided. The first channel
estimator 31A estimates the channel h,, from base station
antenna 16A (FIG. 2) to antenna 17A on user terminal 13A
using the known pilot sequence P, . This first channel estimate
1s used to form the matched filter 32 A for channel h, ; through
which the signal 1s then passed. Similarly, the second channel
estimator 31B estimates the channel h,, from base station
antenna 16B (FIG. 2) to antenna 17A on user terminal 13A
using the known pilot sequence P,. This second channel
estimate 1s used to form the matched filter 32B for channel h,
through which the signal 1s then passed. The filtered signals
are then passed to respective parallel banks of code correla-
tors 33 A, 33B. Each bank of code correlators has one corr-
clator for each of the unique spreading sequences W, and W..
The correlators split the signal according to the unique
spreading sequence and remove the unique spreading
sequences.

An analogous process takes place 1in terminal 13B and any
other member of the terminal group. The digitised base-band
signal 1n user terminal 13B i1s similarly passed to a bank of
channel estimators, one for each base station transmit
antenna. The first channel estimator estimates the channel h, ,
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from base station antenna 16 A to antenna 17B on user termi-
nal 13B using the known pilot sequence P,. This channel
estimate 1s used to form the matched filter for channel h,,
through which the signal 1s then passed. Similarly, the second
channel estimator estimates the channel h,, from base station
antenna 16B to antenna 17B on user terminal 13B using the

known pilot sequence P,. This channel estimate 1s used to
form the matched filter for channel h,, through which the

signal 1s then passed. The filtered signals are then passed to
parallel banks of code correlators. Each bank of code corr-
clators has one correlator for reach of the unique spreading
sequences W, and W.. The correlators split the signal accord-
ing to the unique spreading sequence and remove the unique
spreading sequences.

At this stage the intermediate signals s_, s,, s_, s, output
from the code correlators are still in soft form: that 1s, each
intermediate signal 1s a digital representation of an analogue
signal rather than a digital binary signal.

Having determined the signal estimates, user terminals
13A and 13B then exchange their signal estimates so that both
terminals now have all available information concerning the
transmitted signals S, and S,. The extent to which the signals
are processed prior to being transmitted to the other user
terminals 1n the group 1s chosen so that the amount of 1infor-
mation to be exchanged 1s minimised consistent with mini-
mising the probability of error 1n the final output following
turther processing of the signals as will be described below.

The necessary information 1s exchanged between the user
terminals using the antennas 171A and 171B (denoted
WLAN) 1n FIG. 2. These antennas are shown separately for
clanity. However, as discussed above, separate antennas are
not essential and antenna 17A on user terminal 13A and
antenna 17B on user terminal 13B may be used instead.
Transmissions between the terminals are within the spectrum
t, allocated to the pseudo micro-cell. Intra-micro-cell com-
munication within the pseudo micro-cell may be digital or
analogue.

Having obtained the mnformation from the other user ter-
minals 1n the group, namely user terminal 13B 1n this
example, user terminal 13A 1s now able to perform further
processing of the intermediate signals s_, s,, s_, s, A pre-
terred embodiment of this further processing 1s shown in FIG.
4. The 1nitial stage employs a multi-user detection algorithm
41 which reduces the residual mutual interference between
signals from different sources or intended for different termai-
nals that has not been removed by the correlators. Demodu-
lation of the signals 1s then performed using a combination of
lincar MMSE 42 and Viterbi 43 sequence estimators. Having
estimated the signals S, and S,, the corresponding interme-
diate signals are then reconstructed 44 as they would appear at
the mput and, by comparison with the actual intermediate
signals, any residual interference i1s estimated. Subtracting
this interference from the input 45 and recalculating the sig-
nals S, and S, then improves the error performance.

Analogous processing also takes place 1n user terminal
13B. In a similar manner, the mitial stage of terminal 13B
employs the multi-user detection algorithm which reduces
the residual mutual interference between signals from differ-
ent sources or intended for different terminals that has not
been removed by the correlators. Demodulation of the signals
1s then performed by sequence estimation using a combina-
tion of linear and Viterb1 sequence estimators. Having esti-
mated the signals S, and S,, the corresponding intermediate
signals are then reconstructed as they would appear at the
input and, by comparison with the actual intermediate sig-
nals, the mterference 1s estimated. Subtracting this interfer-
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ence from the mput and recalculating the signals S, and S,
then improves the error performance.

It will be apparent that both signals S, and S, are available
in both user terminal 132A and user terminal 13B. Conse-
quently, where allowed for in a higher layer protocol, such as
ATM or TCP/IP, statistical multiplexing gain may be realised
in addition to the spatial processing gain previously
described. Statistical multiplexing gain arises because neither
user terminal 1s restricted to the capacity provided by S, or S,
but may, at any one instant, make use of a capacity up to that
of the combined capacity of the user terminals 1n the group,
provided 1t 1s not being used by other user terminals. This 1s
particularly advantageous where variable rate traffic 1s pre-
dominant and the instantaneous capacity demanded by a ter-
minal fluctuates.

A Turther embodiment of the invention 1s illustrated in FIG.
5 which shows an alternative communication protocol
between the terminals and the base station. In the uplink
direction, from user terminal 13A, 13B to base station 12, or
1n peer to peer communication where the transmaitter 1s also a
user terminal 1n a pseudo micro-cell, the transmission process
1s slightly modified from that described above with reference
to FIG. 2 for a base station with multiple antennas. As shown
in FIG. 5, signal S, 1s transmitted from user terminal 13 A to
the base station 12, and signal S, 1s transmitted from user
terminal 13B to the base station 12. Signal S; and signal S,
cach comprise of a sequence of space-time symbols. These
signals are exchanged between user terminal 13A and user
terminal 13B so that both terminals have knowledge of both
signals. The necessary information 1s exchanged between the
user terminals using the antennas 171A, 171B (denoted
WLAN 1n FIG. §). Although these antennas 171 A and 171B
are shown separately for clarity; 1t will be understood from
the description with reference to FIG. 2 above that separate
antennas are not essential. Transmissions between the termi-
nals 13A and 13B are within the spectrum allocated to the
pseudo micro-cell. By exchanging the signals prior to intro-
ducing the spreading sequences, the amount of data to be
exchanged 1s minimised. Signal S; 1s encoded with a first
unique spreading sequence W, e.g. a Walsh code, and 1s
transmitted to the base station via antenna 17A of user termi-
nal 13A and antenna 17B of user terminal 13B. Similarly,
signal S, 1s encoded with a second unique spreading sequence
W, and 15 also transmitted to the base station via antenna 17A
of user terminal 13 A and antenna 17B of user terminal 13B.
In addition, a first pilot sequence P, 1s transmitted from
antenna 17A of user terminal 13A and a second pilot
sequence P, 1s transmitted from antenna 17B of user terminal
17B.

The benefit in terms of improved spectral efficiency can be
estimated mathematically as follows.

Let us assume that the total available spectrum 1s S and that
the spectrum allocated to the micro-cells 1s ¢, where w 1s the
total spectrum available for intra-communication within the
group ol cooperating terminals, that 1s within a single micro-
cell, and ¢ 1s the re-use factor applying to this frequency. It the
macro-cellular frequency re-use factor 1s p then the spectrum
available 1n each macro-cell 1s (S-¢w)/p. In a conventional
system not employing this method, the spectrum available 1n
cach macro-cell 1s simply S/p. The spectral efliciency
improvement 1s therefore given by

E:( 1 —(I)(U/S) . Gsstm

where G,, 1s the spatial processing gain and G,
statistical multiplexing gain.

The value of G, will depend upon the characteristics ot the
radio channel and on the numbers of antennas at the receiver

Equation 1
1s the
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and at the transmitter. Consider, for example, a symmetric
system 1n which m, the number of transmit antennas, 1s equal
to n, the number of receive antennas. It 1s well known 1n the
literature that G, 1s approximately equal to m in such a
symmetric system. In the case where the traffic 1s constant bit
rate, such that G__ 1s unity, the spectral efficiency improve-
ment 1s then given by

E=(1-9w/S)m Equation 2

We make use of Shannon’s capacity formula to estimate
the corresponding capacity C,, , that can be supported in a

given channel bandwidth W at a given signal to noise ratio
SNR, |, as follows:

Equation 3

Con =mW(l — %Qﬁ)-lmgg(l + -

SNR | ]
i

In equation 3 we have again assumed that G__ 1s equal to
one, and the reduction 1n effective channel bandwidth 1s
accounted for by the term (1-w@/S).

It then remains to determine the proportion of spectrum
that must be set aside for intra-cell communication, that 1s
between cooperating mobile terminals 1n a micro-cell. This
will depend upon whether analogue or digital means are
employed for intra-cell communication, whether 1t 1s the
transmitter or the receiver or both that i1s distributed 1n the
micro-cell, whether 1t 1s a downlink or an uplink, and whether
the cooperating terminals are themselves also actively
engaged 1n their own sessions or are otherwise idle.

A single example 1s included here and 1s the case corre-
sponding to the downlink, in which a base station with mul-
tiple antennas 1s transmitting to a first mobile terminal, which
1s 1n a micro-cell with other similar terminals. The other
terminals 1n the micro-cell are assumed to be similarly
engaged in their own sessions, in addition to the signals

required to be recerved and transmitted 1n respect of the first
mobile terminal. Intra-cell communication 1s assumed to be

[l

digital. A number of different examples are included in
appendix 1 and FIGS. 7-11.

In the downlink example described above the receiver 1s
distributed, such that several terminals, each equipped with a
single antenna, cooperate to enhance the signal recerved from
a multi-antenna base station. In this scenario, some spectrum
1s required for communication between the cooperating ter-
minals. Let the transmitter of the base station be denoted
transmitter T and have m transmit antennas and the first
mobile terminal be denoted recerver R and have a single
receiver antenna. Let there be n terminals forming the micro-
cell, including receiver R.

For each bit of a signal from transmitter T to receiver R,
1/m space-time symbols are transmitted. At each of the n

receivers 1n the cooperating group, these space-time symbols
must each be resolved to a depth of log,(k-SNR) bits, where
k 1s a constant greater than unity, if quantisation noise 1s to be
small 1n relation to other noise 1n the system. Each receiving
antenna, with the exception of that on receiver R, for which
the signal 1s ultimately intended, must transmuit 1ts version of
the recerved signal to recerver R. The total number of bits that
must be transmitted by the (n-1) recervers to receiver R 1s
therefore
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n—1 Equation 4

-log, (k- SNRy1 )- Can

Similarly, each receiver must make an estimate of each of
the m channels between its antenna and the m transmitting
antennas. These channel estimates must be to a resolution
comparable with that of the signal: log,(k-SNR) bits. Each of
the recerving antennas, other than recerver R, must pass this
information to receitver R. However, because the channels
change more slowly than the bit rate of the signal, channel
update mnformation need only be transmitted once per frame;
let the frame size be F bits. Furthermore, the channel infor-
mation 1s common to all of the n signals transmitted by the
transmitter to the n terminals 1n the cooperating group, so
only a fraction 1/n of the channel update information need be
allocated to each signal.

Note: 1t 1s an assumption that the recerver R cooperates
with other terminals engaged 1n their own sessions and not
with 1dle terminals. If the latter 1s the case, then the factor 1/n
does not apply and this term 1s proportionately larger. Such a
situation 1s described in Appendix 1.

Hence, the proportion of the channel update information
transmitted by the (n-1) receiving antennas to receiver R
corresponding to the signal intended for recetver R 1s

(n—l)_m

Equation 5
= log, (k- SNRy 1)-Cyn

Combining this with the signal information and setting
m=n we obtain the proportion of the total information that
must be transmitted between the recerving terminals corre-
sponding to the signal intended for receiver R.

L Equation 6
m

We again make use of Shannon capacity formula and solve
tor the ratio w¢/S as follows:

1 1 (v Equation 7
(E + F](m —1)-log,(k-SNR11)-Cpn = i -log, (1 +SNRy,1)

Note the factor 1/m on the RHS of equation 7, which arises
because m represents the total available spectrum for 1ntra-
communication within the group for all n signals destined for
the group. Recalling that we have set m=n, the proportion
required for the signal intended for receiver R 1s therefore
m/m.

Substituting for C, , from equation 3, setting m=n, and
solving for the ratio of the spectrum required for intra-com-
munication within the groups m¢ to the total spectrum S, we
obtain:

wp 1 Equation 8
S T l+a
where
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-continued

m Wo Equation 9
@=1/[L+=nim—1)-logy(k-SNRy,)- —

The relative capacity for a distributed system with m=n
thus becomes

Conn ( 1 ] Equation 10
=m|]l - ——
Cl,l l+a
Conn ( 1 \ Equation 11
=m

m Wo
]+ (1 ¥ F)m(m— 1)-logy (k-SNRy,1) - ——

\

From equation 11 we can see that anarrowband signal (W),
a large spectral allocation (S) and a low frequency re-use
factor (¢) are key enablers of high spectral efficiency 1n a
distributed receiver system.

This 1s represented graphically in FIG. 6, which represents
a system with a 10 kHz data channel to each terminal and
other parameters as shown 1n the table below.

Line g k SNR W ¢ S
61 100 10 10 10 4 1250
62 100 10 10 10 4 5000
63 1000 10 10 10 4 5000
64 1000 4 10 10 4 5000
65 1000 4 5 10 4 5000
66 1000 4 5 10 1 5000
67 Equivalent performance for a standard MIMO

(Multiple Input Multiple Output) system

FIG. 6 shows that the overall capacity gain 1s relatively
insensitive to the frame size (F) and the signal to noise ratio
(SNR) and 1s dominated by the frequency re-use (¢) and
spectral allocation (S). At the peak capacity gain of between
2 and 3, approximately 50% of the overall spectrum of for
example 5 MHz 1s required for communication within the
terminal groups, for which purpose WLANs of nearly IMHz
bandwidth are required. The system 1s therefore suited to low
data-rate terminals, and an efficient ad-hoc network protocol
will be required to form spectrally efficient terminal groups.

It will be apparent to those skilled 1n the art that the method
followed 1n the example above can be readily adapted to
similarly determine the proportion of spectrum that must be
set aside for mtra-cell communication (where this 1s commu-
nication within the micro-cell) in the other cases, for example
where analogue means are employed for itra-cell commu-
nication, or where the transmitter or the transmitter and the
recetrver are distributed 1n the micro-cell, or where some or all
of the cooperating terminals are idle, rather than actively
engaged 1n their own sessions. Indeed, advantage can be
obtained 1n terms of a reduced intra-cell communication
requirement 1f the cooperating terminals are otherwise 1dle,
provided that there are sufficient of them 1n close proximity to
the first mobile terminal. Examples of such cases can be
found 1n appendix 1.

The optimum number of user terminals required to form a
group represents a trade-off between the advantages of spatial
processing gain and statistical multiplexing gain derived from
a multiplicity of users and the bandwidth requirement for the
exchange of information between the members of the group
or micro-cell, depending on the circumstances. This will be
determined by the system user such that the gain 1n spectral
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elficiency 1s close to the maximum value, such as that indi-
cated in the FIGS. 6-11, which 1llustrate graphically the rela-
tionship between spectral efliciency and the number of ter-
minals 1n a group. In addition, the spectral efficiency gain can
be enhanced by control of the amount of processing that 1s
performed 1n the first processing step. Ideally, the terminals
should exchange as much information as possible to facilitate
the second processing step to recover the signal. However, the
bandwidth required for this information exchange 1s part of
the overall spectrum resource, and therefore a choice should
be made to balance the demands of mmformation exchange
against the total bandwidth budget.

Spatial processing gain increases with the number of
antennas at each end of the link. However, the amount of
spectrum required for communication between the cooperat-
ing terminals also increases with the number of terminals. An
optimum occurs when the number of terminals 1n the group
forming the micro-cell 1s large enough to provide significant
spatial processing gain but is not so large that the overall
system capacity 1s degraded by the amount of spectrum
required for communication between the terminals.

Furthermore, it 1s important to have a tight frequency re-
use pattern amongst the micro-cells. Adding a further mobile
terminal to a micro-cell may be counterproductive 11 it results
in an increase in the frequency re-use factor for the micro-
cellular ad-hoc network, for example due to anomalous
propagation conditions.

Not all terminals contribute to the trade-oil between spatial
processing gain and spectrum required for communication
between terminals 1n the same way.

Propagation effects such as shadowing can lead to a termi-
nal seeing a relatively low signal power and hence being
unable to make a significant contribution to the final com-
bined signal power. Varnation in propagation conditions
between antenna elements 1s more likely when they are dis-
posed on different terminals than it 1s 1n a conventional
MIMO (multiple input multiple output) system (i.e. one hav-
ing multiple antennas at both the transmitter and at the
receiver) 1n which the antenna elements are collocated on the
same terminal.

The amount of spectrum required for communication
between cooperating terminals depends upon whether the
terminals are actively engaged in their own sessions or are
idle. Active terminals require more spectrum than 1dle termi-
nals and hence the optimum number required to form a micro-
cell 1s lower.

When selecting terminals for inclusion 1n a micro-cell 1t 1s
important both that the terminals within the micro-cell can
communicate well (1.e. good quality link) with each other and
that each of the terminals can communicate well with the base
station.

The criteria for selecting terminals for inclusion 1n a micro-
cell can be summarised as follows:

Contribution to the spatial processing gain

Terminal activity (active or 1dle terminal)

Channel bandwidth

Effect on the micro-cellular frequency re-use factor

Total spectral allocation

Two preferred techniques for determining which terminals
should be selected for inclusion 1n a micro-cell are described
below. It will be understood by those skilled in the art that
there are other possible techniques which could be used.

In the first technique, it 1s assumed that the channel band-
width W, the overall spectral allocation S, the intra-cell fre-
quency allocation w and the micro-cell frequency re-use ¢ are
known to the terminal, either pre-set or supplied by the net-
work management system (NMS). The principles of the algo-
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rithm can be 1llustrated by considering the downlink example

used above 1n which a base station with multiple antennas 1s

transmitting to a first mobile terminal, which 1s 1n a micro-cell
with other stmilar terminals. It 1s assumed that the number of
transmit antennas 1s known, as 1s the required signal to noise
ratio for the base station to mobile link and the mobile termi-
nal to mobile terminal links. The last of these three parameters
1s required because a terminal, 1n deciding which other ter-
minals should be within a micro-cell needs to ensure that 1t
can communicate sulliciently well with the other terminals
within the micro-cell (as 1n stage 1 below).

The first mobile terminal seeks other mobile terminals
according to the following algorithm:

1. Determine that the signal to noise ratio between cooperat-
ing terminal and the first mobile terminal can be met for
intra-micro-cell communication within the constraints of
the micro-cellular frequency re-use ¢. The necessary infor-
mation may be available from the physical layer of the
ad-hoc network protocol performing the inter-terminal (1.e.
intra-micro-cell) communication: for example, the mobile
terminals could monitor received signal strength (RSSI) or
bit error ratio (BER) on the link.

2. Select idle terminals 1n preference to active terminals. Idle
terminals are preferred to active terminals because their
intra-micro-cell communication requirements are lower
but there may not be enough 1dle terminals or the micro-
cellular re-use condition may mean that some i1dle termai-
nals cannot be used. For example, interference between
micro-cells, due to anomalous propagation, may prevent a
micro-cell from being fully populated with idle terminals
while maintaining the necessary signal to noise ratio and
frequency re-use factor. Hence, 1t may sometimes be
advantageous to make use of active terminals that are
located 1n the vicinity of the first mobile terminal.

3. Maximise the spatial processing gain by increasing the
number of cooperating terminals and selecting terminals
that make the greatest contribution to the overall combined
signal power. In this step, 1t 1s the quality of the base station
to terminal link which 1s important. Algorithms for doing
this based on the characteristics of the combined signal,

such as an error check, final BER, or eigenvalue of the
MIMO signal, have been described by Smith et al in U.S.

patent application Ser. Nos. 10/083,094 and 10/083,100.
However, such techniques as they describe, which rely on
the combined signal, may not be appropriate here because
of the increased load they place on the intra-micro-cell
commumnication, due to the need to provide signals from all
of the mobile terminals 1n the vicinity of the first mobile
terminal. An alternative measure, such as RSSI, i1s pre-
terred because this can be performed at each mobile termi-
nal without communication between terminals and the ter-
minal can be selected or not for inclusion in the micro-cell
of the first mobile terminal based on a local measurement
of this parameter.

In the second preferred technique, 1t 1s assumed that 1n
practice 1t 1s likely that the total spectrum S and the spectrum
w allocated to inter-terminal communication will be fixed.
From these values and the channel bandwidth W, an estimate
of the optimum number of antennas can be pre-determined,
for example by solving equation 11. The choice of w will have
been made assuming a frequency re-use factor that the ad-hoc
network 1s capable of meeting at the required signal to noise
ratio. Hence the only variable 1s to choose which of the
terminals 1n the vicinity are to be included 1n the cooperating,
group. In the first instance, the cooperating group should be
chosen from 1dle terminals. Active terminals should only be
included 1t there are insuificient idle terminals. The group
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should be expanded until w 1s fully utilised. A search should
be continually made for a terminal with a better RSSI than the
lowest 1n the group, and 11 one 1s found 1t should replace the
one with the worst RSSI 1n the micro-cell, particularly 1t the
one with the better RSSI 1s an 1dle terminal. d
It will be understood that the above description of a pre-
terred embodiment 1s given by way of example only and that
various modifications may be made by those skilled 1n the art
without departing from the spirit and scope of the mvention.

10

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method of forming a micro-cell for communicating
transmission related signal information 1 a mobile commu-
nications system, said micro-cell comprising a plurality of 5
mobile terminals adapted to communicate with one another in
a peer to peer manner, the method comprising:

directly receiving signals at each of said terminals from a
plurality of adjacent similar terminals;

cach said terminal momnitoring the strength of signals 20
received from the plurality of adjacent similar terminals
via the base station and selecting terminals with the
highest received signal strength to operate within said
micro-cell; and

exchanging transmission related information of the signals 25
among the selected terminals.

2. A method for recetving communications from a base

station, comprising:

a first terminal communicating with one or more adjacent
terminals to establish a group of terminals, wherein the 30
group of terminals 1s configured to operate cooperatively
to receive communications from the base station;

the first terminal recerving first signals from the base sta-
tion, wherein the first signals correspond to original
signals transmitted by the base station, wherein the 35
original signals are intended for reception by the first
terminal;

the first terminal receiving first signal information directly
from a second terminal of the group of terminals,
wherein the first signal information 1s dertved from sec- 40
ond signals recetved by the second terminal that corre-
spond to the original signals transmitted by the base
station;

the first terminal performing signal spatial processing of
the first signals using the first signal information in order 45
to derive the original signals;

the first terminal receiving third signals from the base
station, wherein the third signals correspond to second
original signals transmitted by the base station, wherein
the second original signals are intended for reception by 50
the second terminal;

the first terminal processing the third signals to produce
second signal information related to the second original
signals;

the first terminal providing the second signal information 55
to the second terminal;

wherein the second terminal 1s configured to recerve fourth
signals from the base station, wherein the fourth signals
correspond to the second original signals transmitted by
the base station, wherein the second terminal 1s further 60
configured to perform spatial processing of the fourth
signals using the second signal information in order to
derive the second original signals.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the first and second
signals are transmitted using a first spreading sequence and 65
wherein the third and fourth signals are transmitted using a
second spreading sequence.
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4. The method of claim 2, further comprising;
the first terminal receiving third signal information from a
third terminal of the group of terminals, wherein the
third signal information 1s derived from fifth signals
received by the third terminal that correspond to the
original signals transmitted by the base station;
wherein said performing signal spatial processing of the
first signals 1n order to derive the original signals 1s also
based on the third signal information.
5. A terminal, comprising:
a {irst radio for communicating with base stations using a
first wireless protocol;
a second radio for communicating with other terminals
using a second wireless protocol;
logic for controlling communication of the terminal,
wherein the logic 1s configured to:
communicate with one or more adjacent terminals using
the second radio to establish a group of terminals,
wherein the group of terminals 1s configured to oper-
ate cooperatively to recerve communications from the
base station;
receive lirst signals from the base station using the first
radio, wherein the first signals correspond to original
signals transmitted by the base station, wherein the
original signals are intended for reception by the first
terminal;
receive first signal information directly from a second
terminal of the group of terminals using the second
radio, wherein the first signal information 1s derived
from second signals received by the second terminal
that correspond to the original signals transmitted by
the base station;
perform signal spatial processing of the first signals
using the first signal information in order to derive the
original signals;
receive third signals from the base station using the first
radio, wherein the third signals correspond to second
original signals transmitted by the base station,
wherein the second original signals are mntended for
reception by the second terminal;
process the third signals to produce second signal infor-
mation related to the second original signals;
provide the second signal information to the second
terminal using the second radio;
receive Tourth signals from the base station using the first
radio, wherein the fourth signals correspond to the
second original signals transmitted by the base sta-
tion, wherein the second terminal 1s further config-
ured to perform spatial processing of the fourth sig-
nals using the second signal information in order to

derive the second original signals.
6. The terminal of claim 5, wherein the first and second
signals are transmitted using a first spreading sequence and
wherein the third and fourth signals are transmitted using a
second spreading sequence.
7. The terminal of claim 5, wherein the logic 1s further
coniigured to:
recerve third signal information from a third terminal of the
group ol terminals using the second radio, wherein the
third signal information 1s derived from {fifth signals
received by the third terminal that correspond to the
original signals transmitted by the base station;

wherein said performing signal spatial processing of the
first signals 1n order to derive the original signals 1s also
based on the third signal information.
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8. A non-transitory, computer accessible memory medium
storing program instructions for a first terminal receiving
communications from a base station, wherein the program
instructions are executable to:

communicate with one or more adjacent terminals to estab-
lish a group of terminals, wherein the group of terminals
1s configured to operate cooperatively to receive com-
munications from the base station;

receive first signals from the base station, wherein the first
signals correspond to original signals transmitted by the
base station, wherein the original signals are intended
for reception by the first terminal;

receive first signal information directly from a second ter-
minal of the group of terminals, wherein the first signal
information 1s derived from second signals received by
the second terminal that correspond to the original sig-
nals transmitted by the base station;

perform signal spatial processing of the first signals using
the first signal information in order to derive the original
signals;

receive third signals from the base station, wherein the
third s1ignals correspond to second original signals trans-
mitted by the base station, wherein the second original
signals are intended for reception by the second termi-
nal;

process the third signals to produce second signal informa-
tion related to the second original signals;

provide the second signal information to the second termi-
nal;

wherein the second terminal 1s configured to recerve fourth
signals from the base station, wherein the fourth signals
correspond to the second original signals transmitted by
the base station, wherein the second terminal 1s further
configured to perform spatial processing of the fourth
signals using the second signal information in order to
derive the second original signals.

9. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein the first and second signals are
transmitted using a first spreading sequence and wherein the
third and fourth signals are transmitted using a second spread-
Ing sequence.

10. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 8, wherein the program instructions are
turther executable to:

receive third signal information from a third terminal of the
group of terminals, wherein the third signal information
1s derived from {ifth signals received by the third termi-
nal that correspond to the original signals transmitted by
the base station;

wherein said performing signal spatial processing of the
first signals 1n order to derive the original signals 1s also
based on the third signal information.

11. A method for recetving communications from a base

station, comprising:

a first terminal communicating with one or more adjacent
terminals to establish a group of terminals, wherein the
group ol terminals 1s configured to operate cooperatively
to recerve communications from the base station;

the first terminal recerving first signals from the base sta-
tion, wherein the first signals correspond to original
signals transmitted by the base station, wherein the
original signals are intended for reception by a second
terminal of the group of terminals;

the first terminal processing the first signals to produce first
signal information related to the first signals;

the first terminal providing the first signal immformation
directly to the second terminal of the group of terminals;
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wherein the second terminal 1s configured to receive sec-
ond signals from the base station, wherein the second
signals correspond to the original signals transmitted by
the base station, wherein the second terminal 1s further
configured to perform spatial processing of the second
signals using the first signal information in order to

derive the original signals;

the first terminal receiving third signals form the base
station, wherein the third signals correspond to second
original signals transmitted by the base station, wherein
the second original signals are imntended for reception by
a third terminal of the group of terminals;

the first terminal processing the third signals to produce
second signal information related to the third signals;

the first terminal providing the second signal information
directly to the third terminal of the group of terminals;

wherein the third terminal 1s configured to recerve fourth
signals from the base station, wherein the fourth signals
correspond to the second original signals transmitted by
the base station, wherein the third terminal 1s further
configured to perform spatial processing of the fourth
signals using the second signal information in order to
derive the second original signals.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the first signals are
encoded using a first spreading sequence, wherein signals
intended for other terminals are encoded 1n other respective
spreading sequences.

13. A terminal, comprising:

a {irst radio for communicating with base stations using a

first wireless protocol;

a second radio for communicating with other terminals

using a second wireless protocol;

logic for controlling communication of the terminal,

wherein the logic 1s configured to:

communicate with one or more adjacent terminals using
the second radio to establish a group of terminals,
wherein the group of terminals 1s configured to oper-
ate cooperatively to receive communications from the
base station:

receive first signals from the base station using the first
radio, wherein the first signals correspond to original
signals transmitted by the base station, wherein the
original signals are intended for reception by a second
terminal of the group of terminals;

process the first signals to produce first signal informa-
tion related to the first signals;

provide the first signal information directly to the second
terminal of the group of terminals using the second
radio;

wherein the second terminal 1s configured to receive
second signals from the base station, wherein the
second signals correspond to the original signals
transmitted by the base station, wherein the second
terminal 1s further configured to perform spatial pro-
cessing ol the second signals using the first signal
information 1n order to derive the original signals;

receive third signals from the base station using the first
radio, wherein the third signals correspond to second
original signals transmitted by the base station,
wherein the second original signals are intended for
reception by a third terminal of the group of terminals;

process the third signals to produce second signal infor-
mation related to the third signals;

provide the second signal information directly to the
third terminal of the group of terminals using the
second radio;
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wherein the third terminal 1s configured to receive fourth
signals from the base station, wherein the fourth sig-
nals correspond to the second original signals trans-
mitted by the base station, wherein the third terminal

1s further configured to perform spatial processing of >

the fourth signals using the second signal information
in order to derive the second original signals.

14. The terminal of claim 13, wherein the first signals are
encoded using a first spreading sequence, wherein signals
intended for other terminals are encoded in other respective
spreading sequences.

15. A non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium storing program instructions for a first terminal
assisting 1n receiving communications from a base station,

wherein the program instructions are executable to:

communicate with one or more adjacent terminals to estab-
lish a group of terminals, wherein the group of terminals
1s configured to operate cooperatively to receive com-
munications from the base station;

receive first signals from the base station, wherein the first
signals correspond to original signals transmitted by the
base station, wherein the original signals are intended
for reception by a second terminal of the group of ter-
minals:

process the first signals to produce first signal information
related to the first signals;

provide the first signal information directly to the second
terminal of the group of terminals;

wherein the second terminal 1s configured to receive sec-
ond signals from the base station, wherein the second
signals correspond to the original signals transmitted by
the base station, wherein the second terminal 1s further
configured to perform spatial processing of the second
signals using the first signal information in order to
derive the original signals;
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recerve third signals form the base station, wherein the
third s1ignals correspond to second original signals trans-
mitted by the base station, wherein the second original
signals are intended for reception by a third terminal of
the group of terminals;

process the third signals to produce second signal informa-

tion related to the third signals;

provide the second signal information directly to the third

terminal of the group of terminals;

wherein the third terminal 1s configured to receive fourth

signals from the base station, wherein the fourth signals
correspond to the second original signals transmitted by
the base station, wherein the third terminal 1s further
configured to perform spatial processing of the fourth
signals using the second signal information in order to
derive the second original signals.

16. The non-transitory, computer accessible memory
medium of claim 15, wherein the first signals are encoded
using a first spreading sequence, wherein signals intended for
other terminals are encoded 1n other respective spreading
sequences.

17. A method of forming a micro-cell for commumnicating
transmission related signal information in a Mobile commu-
nications system, said micro-cell comprising a plurality of
mobile terminals adapted to communicate with one another in
a peer to peer manner, the method comprising:

directly recerving signals at a first terminal from a plurality

of adjacent similar terminals;

the first terminal monitoring the strength of signals

received from the plurality of adjacent similar terminals
via the base station and selecting terminals with the
highest recerved signal strength to operate within said
micro-cell; and

the first terminal exchanging transmission related informa-

tion of the signals among the selected terminals.
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