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(57) ABSTRACT

The electronic timepiece has an external case; a time indicat-
ing section that indicates the time; a solar panel; and a battery
housing section that 1s provided in a main plate, a positive side
contact terminal that 1s electrically connected to a positive
supply terminal of the indication controlling section and con-
figured such that the positive side contact terminal can be
brought into contact with a positive terminal of a battery
housed 1n the battery housing section; a negative side contact
terminal that 1s electrically connected to a negative supply
terminal of the indication controlling section and configured
such that the negative side contact terminal can be brought
into contact with a negative terminal of a battery housed in the
battery housing section; and a contact section 1s positioned

such that the contact section 1s not 1n contact with a battery
housed 1n the battery housing section.

8 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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ELECTRONIC TIMEPIECE AND
SECONDARY BATTERY UNIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2011-206756 filed on Sep. 22, 2011. The entire
disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-206756
1s hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to an electronic timepiece and
a secondary battery unait.

2. Background Technology

As a timepiece 1 which a solar battery 1s mounted, a
solar-powered analog timepiece has been achieved by mount-
ing a solar battery 1in an ordinary analog timepiece as a base,
changing a power circuit to one having a battery charge tunc-
tion, and changing a battery a primary battery to a secondary
battery (see Patent Document 1).

Japanese Laid-open Patent Application No. HO5-130055
(Patent Document 1) 1s an example of the related art.

SUMMARY

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

In a case of employing the above-described structure, how-
ever, the electrode of the solar battery and the circuit block are
clectrically connected, and thus the base parts of the move-
ment such as a main plate cannot be completely made com-
mon between an ordinary analog timepiece and a solar-pow-
ered analog timepiece. More specifically, 1n a case where the
clectrode of the solar battery and the circuit block are electri-
cally connected, installation of a primary battery as a battery
might cause charging current to flow from the solar battery to
the primary battery, which results 1n breaking of the primary
battery. Therefore, 1n a case of improperly installing a pri-
mary battery on a well-known solar-powered analog time-
piece, generally, 1t 1s arranged that the solar battery and the
circuit block 1s prevented from being electrically connected to
the primary battery.

The 1nvention has been made to address the above-de-
scribed circumstances, and an advantage of the invention 1s to
provide an electronic timepiece and a secondary battery unit
in which the base parts of the movement such as a main plate
can be made common between an ordinary analog timepiece
and a solar-powered analog timepiece.

Means Used to Solve the Above-Mentioned
Problems

In order to achieve the above-described advantage, an elec-
tronic timepiece of the invention has an external case; a time
indicating section that indicates the time 1nside the external
case; a solar panel that 1s housed 1n the external case and
provided with a first supply terminal and a second supply
terminal; a contact section that is electrically connected to the
first supply terminal; an indication controlling section that
operates the time 1ndicating section; and a battery housing
section that 1s provided 1n a main plate and can house a
secondary battery unit provided with a secondary battery and
a primary battery as a battery in a replaceable manner. The
battery housing section has a positive side contact terminal
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2

that 1s electrically connected to a positive supply terminal of
the indication controlling section and configured such that the
positive side contact terminal can be brought into contact with
a positive terminal of the battery housed 1n the battery hous-
ing section; and a negative side contact terminal that 1s elec-
trically connected to a negative supply terminal of the 1ndi-
cation controlling section and configured such that the
negative side contact terminal can be brought into contact
with a negative terminal of the battery housed 1n the battery
housing section. The second supply terminal of the solar
panel 1s electrically connected to the positive side contact
terminal. The contact section 1s positioned such that the con-
tact section 1s not in contact with the primary battery in a case
where the primary battery 1s housed 1n the battery housing
section, and the contact section 1s 1n contact with a charge
controlling section of the secondary battery unit in a case
where the secondary battery unit 1s housed in the battery
housing section.

In this electronic timepiece, when the secondary battery
unit 1s housed 1n the battery housing section, the positive
terminal of the secondary battery unit 1s electrically con-
nected to the positive supply terminal of the mndication con-
trolling section. Further, the negative terminal of the second-
ary battery unit 1s electrically connected to the negative
supply terminal of the indication controlling section. Further-
more, the charge controlling section of the secondary battery
unit 1s electrically connected to the contact section. On the
other hand, when the primary battery 1s housed 1n the battery
housing section, the positive terminal of the primary battery 1s
clectrically connected to the positive supply terminal of the
indication controlling section. Further, the negative terminal
of the primary battery 1s electrically connected to the negative
supply terminal of the indication controlling section. How-
ever, since the contact section 1s positioned such that the
contact section 1s not in contact with the primary battery even
if the primary battery 1s housed, the solar panel and the
primary battery 1s electrically separated. As described above,
according to the imnvention, 1t 1s possible to make the base parts
of the movement such as a main plate common between an
ordinary primary battery timepiece and a solar panel elec-
tronic timepiece, and thus achieve significant cost reduction.
Also, since the base parts of the movement such as a main
plate have broad utility, the production efficiency can be
improved.

The “time indicating section” includes a faceplate of a
timepiece, and time 1indication on the faceplate includes 1ndi-
cation by indicator needles, digital indication by liquid crystal
and the like. The 1indicator needles include an hour hand, a
minute hand, and a second hand.

In the secondary battery umit, preferably, the positive ter-
minal of the battery 1s a positive electrode of the secondary
battery. If the charge controlling section has an electrically
conductive elastic member that can be brought into contact
with the contact section and has a limiting circuit that 1s
provided between the elastic member and a negative electrode
of the secondary battery so as to limit charging of the second-
ary battery to a predetermined condition, preterably, a guid-
ing section 1s provided in the main plate so as to guide the
elastic member to the contact section. In this case, since the
clastic member 15 guided to the contact section by the guiding
section, 1t 1s possible to prevent the secondary battery unit
from being improperly 1nstalled.

In the above-described electronic timepiece, preferably,
there 1s an electrically conductive plate spring for biasing the
battery to the main plate, the electrically conductive plate
spring being electrically connected to the negative supply
terminal of the imndication controlling section, and the nega-
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tive side contact terminal 1s a contact terminal that 1s provided
in the plate spring. The plate spring can achieve good contact

whether the secondary battery unit or the primary battery
having a different thickness 1s housed.

In the above-described electronic timepiece, preferably, a
maximum output voltage of the solar panel 1s setnotto exceed
the withstanding voltage of the secondary battery. It 1s thus
possible to prevent the secondary voltage from being dam-
aged.

Next, a secondary battery unit of the invention can be
housed 1n a battery housing section of an electronic timepiece
that has an external case; a time 1indicating section that 1ndi-
cates the time 1nside the external case; a solar panel that 1s
housed 1n the external case and provided with a first supply
terminal and a second supply terminal; a contact section that
1s electrically connected to the first supply terminal; an indi-
cation controlling section that operates the time indicating
section; a positive side contact terminal that 1s provided in the
battery housing section and electrically connected to a posi-
tive supply terminal of the indication controlling section; and
a negative side contact terminal that 1s provided in the battery
housing section and electrically connected to a negative sup-
ply terminal of the indication controlling section, the battery
housing section being provided in a main plate. The second-
ary battery unit has a negative terminal that 1s 1n contact with
the negative side contact terminal; a secondary battery in
which a positive electrode 1s 1n contact with the positive side
contact terminal and a negative electrode 1s electrically con-
nected to the negative terminal; an electrically conductive
clastic member that can be brought into contact with the
contact section; and a limiting circuit that 1s provided between
the elastic member and the negative electrode of the second-
ary battery so as to limit charging of the secondary battery to
a predetermined condition. According to this invention, since
the limiting circuit and the elastic member are provided 1n the
secondary battery unit, electric power generated in the solar
panel can be stored 1n the secondary battery by bringing the
contact section electrically connected to the solar panel into
contact with the elastic member.

In the above-described secondary battery unit, preferably,
the limiting circuit 1s a diode 1n which an anode 1s electrically
connected to the negative electrode of the secondary battery
and a cathode 1s electrically connected to the elastic member.
In this case, it 1s possible to prevent the secondary battery
from being broken due to reverse tlow of electric current.

In the above-described secondary battery unit, preferably,
the sum of the withstanding voltage of the secondary battery
and the decreasing voltage of the diode 1s greater than the
maximum output voltage of the solar panel. In this case, 1t 1s
possible to prevent the secondary battery from being dam-
aged by the generated voltage of the solar panel. Further, 1n
the above-described secondary battery unit, preferably, the
clastic member 1s a coil spring. In this case, good contact can
be achieved by the elastic force of the coil spring.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to the attached drawings which form a part
of this original disclosure:

FI1G. 1 1s a plan view of an electronic timepiece 100 accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 1s a partial cross-sectional view of the electronic
timepiece 100;

FI1G. 3 1s ablock diagram showing a circuit configuration of
the electronic timepiece 100;

FI1G. 4 1s a partial cross-sectional view of the vicinity of a
battery housing section 86 of the electronic timepiece 100;
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FIG. § 1s a partial cross-sectional view showing a state
where a secondary battery unit 27 1s housed 1n the battery

housing section 86;

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view showing a state where the
secondary battery unit 27 1s housed with respect to the elec-
tronic timepiece 100;

FIG. 7 1s a circuit diagram of a state where the secondary
battery unit 27 1s housed 1n the battery housing section 86;

FIG. 8 1s a partial cross-sectional view of a state where a
primary battery 50 1s housed in the battery housing section 86;

FIG. 9 1s a circuit diagram of a state where the primary
battery unit 50 1s housed in the battery housing section 86; and

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of a primary battery
clectronic timepiece 200.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF
EMBODIMENTS

EXEMPLARY

Heremaftter, preferred embodiments of the mvention waill
be explained in detail with reference to the attached drawings
and the like. In each drawing, the dimension and the scale size
of each component are appropriately different from the actual
one. The embodiments described below are preferred specific
examples of the mvention, and thus include various limita-
tions that are technically preferable. However, unless there 1s
a specific description that the invention 1s limited 1n the fol-
lowing explanations, the scope of the invention 1s not limited
to these embodiments.

FIG. 1 1s a plan view of a solar electronic timepiece 100
(herematter referred to as “electronic timepiece 1007)
according to an embodiment of the invention. As shown 1n
FIG. 1, the electronic timepiece 100 has an external case 80.
A disk-shaped faceplate 11 as a time indicating section 1s
provided on the mnner periphery side of the external case 80
such that an annular dial ring 83 stands therebetween. Indi-
cator needles 13 (13a-c¢) are provided on the faceplate 11 so as
to indicate the time, the date, and the like. The opening of the
external case 80 on the front surface side 1s covered by a cover
glass 84. The faceplate 11, the indicator needles 13 (13a-c¢),
and a liguid crystal display panel 14 can be confirmed by sight
through the cover glass 84. The faceplate 11 can be con-
structed of a non-conductive material.

The dial ring 83 has a flat annular portion on the outer
periphery side to be in contact with the inner periphery sur-
face of the external case 80, and the dial ring 83 also has a
bowl portion inclined imnward on the inner periphery side. In
the electronic timepiece 100, internal time information and
the like can be corrected by manually operating a crown 16 or
operating buttons 17 and 18 shown 1n FIG. 1.

FI1G. 2 1s a partial cross-sectional view showing the internal
configuration of the electronic timepiece 100. As shown 1n
FIG. 2, the annular dial ring 83 1s attached along the 1nner
periphery of the external case 80 1n the electronic timepiece
100. The external case 80 has two openings. The opening on
the front surface side 1s covered by the cover glass 84, and the
opening on the back surface side 1s covered by a back lid 85
constructed of metal. The back 11d 85 constructed of metal and
the external case 80 constructed of metal are fixed by a screw
groove.

The electronic timepiece 100 can house the secondary
battery unit 27 including a secondary battery such as a
lithium-10n battery, or a primary battery in a main plate 31.
FIG. 2 shows an example where the secondary battery unit 27
1s housed. The secondary battery unit 27 1s charged with
clectric power generated by a solar panel 87 as described
below. That 1s, solar charging 1s performed. The secondary
battery unit 27 has a reverse-tlow prevention diode 28 and a
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connecting spring 235 (coil spring) as described below (see
FIG. 4). The solar panel 87 and the secondary battery unit 27
are electrically connected by the connecting spring 28. The
reverse-tlow prevention diode 28 and the connecting spring
25 serve as a charge controlling section that controls charging
of the secondary battery. The connecting spring 23 i1s an
example of the electrically conductive elastic member.

The electronic timepiece 100 has, inside the external case
80, the faceplate 11 having light permeability, an indicator
needle shaft 12 that penetrates through the faceplate 11, a
plurality of indicator needles 13 (second hand 134, minute
hand 1354, and hour hand 13¢) that indicate the current time by
revolving around the indicator needle shait 12, and a drive
mechanism 30 that drives the plurality of indicator needles 13
by rotating the indicator needle shatt 12. The indicator needle
shaft 12 extends along the central shaift of the external case 80
in the front-back direction.

The faceplate 11 1s a circular plate material that constitutes
the time 1ndicating section for indicating the time inside the
external case 80. The faceplate 11 1s constructed of a material
having light permeability such as plastics. The indicator
needles 13 (13a-¢) stand between the faceplate 11 and the
cover glass 84. The faceplate 11 1s provided inside the dial
ring 83. A hole 1s formed 1n the central portion of the faceplate
11 so that the indicator needle shaft 12 can penetrate there-
through.

The drive mechanism 30 1s attached to the main plate 31,
and has a step motor and train wheels such as a gear. The step
motor rotates the plurality of indicator needles 13 through the
train wheels, and thereby drives the plurality of indicator
needles 13. Specifically, the hour hand 13¢ makes a revolution
every 12 hours, the minute hand 135 makes a revolution every
60 minutes, and the second hand 134 makes a revolution
every 60 seconds. The main plate 31, to which the drive
mechanism 30 1s attached, 1s positioned such that the face-
plate 11 stands between the main plate 31 and the indicator
needles 13.

Driving of the drive mechanism 30 1s controlled by an
indication controlling section 36 provided on a circuit sub-
strate 35. The positive potential of the indication controlling
section 36 1s connected to a positive terminal of the secondary
battery unit 27 through a positive side contact terminal 38a
tformed under the circuit substrate 35. The negative potential
of the indication controlling section 36 1s connected to a
negative terminal of the secondary battery unit 27 through a
negative side contact terminal 41 of a plate spring 40
described below.

The electronic timepiece 100 has a solar panel 87 that
performs photovoltaics 1inside the external case 80. The solar
panel 87 1s a circular flat plate 1n which a plurality of solar
cells (photovoltaic elements) are connected in series, and the
solar cells convert optical energy into electric energy (electric
power). The solar panel 87 1s provided between the faceplate
11 and the drive mechanism 30, and extends along the trans-
verse plane of the indicator needle shaft 12. The solar panel 87
1s provided 1nside the dial ring 83 1n the extending direction.

FIG. 3 1s ablock diagram showing a circuit configuration of
the electronic timepiece 100. The indication controlling sec-
tion 36 1s provided with a positive supply terminal 36p, a
negative supply terminal 367, a controlling section 70, a drive
circuit 74 and a quartz crystal unit 73. A high potential power
source 1s supplied to the positive supply terminal 36p, and a
low potential power source 1s supplied to the negative supply
terminal 36». The indication controlling section 36 1s oper-
ated by electric power supplied to the positive supply terminal
36p and the negative supply terminal 367. A regulator can be
provided in the indication controlling section 36 to stabilize
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the voltage supplied to the positive supply terminal 36p and
the negative supply terminal 367 and supply to the controlling
section 70 and the drive circuit 74.

The controlling section 70 1s constructed of an IC and the
quartz crystal unit 73, for example. The controlling section 70
controls driving of all the indicator needles 13 through the
drive circuit 74 based on reference clock signals generated by
the quartz crystal umt 73.

The solar panel 87 has a negative supply terminal 877 (first
supply terminal) that outputs low potential, and a positive
supply terminal 87p (second supply terminal) that outputs
high potential. The solar panel 87 supplies the generated
clectric power to the secondary battery unit 27.

The secondary battery unit 27 has a positive terminal 27p
clectrically connected to the positive supply terminal 87p of
the solar panel 87, a charge controlling terminal 27 ¢ electri-
cally connected to the negative supply terminal 87% of the
solar panel 87, and a negative terminal 277 electrically con-
nected to the negative supply terminal 367 of the indication
controlling section 36. The secondary battery 1s provided
between the positive terminal 27p and the negative terminal
27n. The electric power generated 1n the solar panel 87 1s
charged to the second battery. If the solar panel 87 cannot
generate electric power because of indoor use or the weather,
the secondary battery unit 27 supplies electric power to the
indication controlling section 36.

The indication controlling section 36 1s provided with the
positive supply terminal 36p, the negative supply terminal
361, the controlling section 70, the drive circuit 74, and the
quartz crystal unit 73. A high potential power source 1s sup-
plied to the positive supply terminal 36p, and a low potential
power source 1s supplied to the negative supply terminal 361.
The 1indication controlling section 36 1s operated by electric
power supplied to the positive supply terminal 36p and the
negative supply terminal 36z.

FIG. 4 15 a cross-sectional view showing the details of the
battery housing section 86 that houses the second battery unit
277 or the primary battery. In FIG. 4, the view 1s turned upside
down with respect to the electronic timepiece 100 shown 1n
FIG. 2. The battery housing section 86 of the second battery
umt 27 1s formed 1n the main plate 31 that 1s provided nside
the external case 80. The battery housing section 86 has a
guiding hole 82a formed 1n the main plate 31, and the con-
necting spring 25 of the second battery unit 27 1s inserted into
the guiding hole 82a. In this manner, the position of the
second battery unit 27 1s fixed, and thus improper installation
can be prevented. A contact section 88 of the solar panel 87 1s
formed 1n a position that corresponds to the guiding hole 82a.
The contact section 88 1s electrically connected to the nega-
tive supply terminal 877 (not shown in the drawing) of the
solar panel 87. The contact section 88 is constructed of a
conductive materal.

The main plate 31 has the plate spring 40 that 1s provided
with the negative side contact terminal 41. The plate spring 40
1s electrically connected to the negative supply terminal 367
of the indication controlling section 36. The negative side
contact terminal 41 and the plate spring 40 are constructed of
a conductive material. In this embodiment, the negative sup-
ply terminal 367 of the indication controlling section 36 1s
clectrically connected to the plate spring 40, and biased
toward a direction shown by the arrow 1n FIG. 4. Conse-
quently, even 11 either one of the second battery unit 27 and the
primary battery that have a different thickness 1s housed 1n the
battery housing section 86, 1t can be electrically connected to
the negative supply terminal 367 of the indication controlling
section 36. The second battery unit 27 and the primary battery
are retained by the main plate 31, a train wheel receiver 32, a
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positive terminal 38, and the plate spring 40. The contact
section 88 1s positioned such that the contact section 88 1s not
in contact with the primary battery in a case where the pri-
mary battery 1s housed in the battery housing section 86, and
the contact section 88 1s in contact with the connecting spring,
25 of the secondary battery unit 27 1n a case where the sec-

ondary battery umt 27 1s housed in the battery housing section
86.

FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view of the battery housing
section 86 1n a state where the secondary battery unit 27 1s
housed therein. The secondary battery unit 27 has a base plate
26, the connecting spring 25 connected to the base plate 26,
the reverse-tlow prevention diode 28, and the negative termi-
nal 27». The connecting spring 25 and the negative terminal
2'7n are constructed of a conductive matenal.

When the secondary battery unit 27 1s housed in the battery
housing section 86, the negative side contact terminal 41 of
the plate spring 40 1s brought into contact with the negative
terminal 277 of the secondary battery unit 27. Consequently,
the negative terminal 277 of the secondary battery unit 27 1s
clectrically connected to the negative supply terminal 367 of
the mdication controlling section 36. Also, the connecting,
spring 25 1s brought into contact with the contact section 88.
Consequently, the negative supply terminal 877 of the solar
panel 87 1s electrically connected to the charge controlling
terminal 27¢ of the secondary battery unit 27.

The positive terminal 38 1s electrically connected to a posi-
tive potential power supply line of the indication controlling
section 36 (not shown inthe drawing). It1s arranged that when
the secondary battery unit 27 1s housed 1n the battery housing
section 86, the positive side contact terminal 38a of the posi-
tive terminal 38 1s brought into contact with the positive
terminal of the secondary battery unit 27 (the positive elec-
trode of the secondary battery).

FIG. 6 1s a schematic perspective view showing a contact
state of the plate spring 40, the reverse-flow prevention diode
28 and the connecting spring 25 1n a case where the secondary
battery unit 27 1s housed 1n the battery housing section 86. As
shown 1n FIG. 6, one terminal (cathode) of the reverse-tlow
prevention diode 28 1s connected to the solar panel 87 through
the connecting spring 25, and the other terminal (anode) of
the reverse-tlow prevention diode 28 1s connected to the nega-
tive supply terminal 367 of the indication controlling section
36 through the plate spring 40.

FI1G. 7 1s a circuit diagram of a case where the secondary
battery unit 27 1s housed in the battery housing section 86.
The contact point X 1s a contact point between the positive
side contact terminal 38a of the main plate 31 and the sec-
ondary battery unit 27. The contact pointY 1s a contact point
between the negative side contact terminal 41 of the plate
spring 40 and the negative terminal 27» of the secondary
battery unit 27. The contact point Z 1s a contact point between
the connecting spring 25 and the contact section 88 of the
solar panel 87.

As shown FIG. 7, the positive electrode of the secondary
battery 27a of the secondary battery unit 27 1s connected to
the positive supply terminal 36p of the indication controlling
section 36 and the positive supply terminal 87p of the solar
panel 87 through the contact point X. The negative electrode
of the secondary battery 27qa 1s electrically connected to the
negative supply terminal 367 of the indication controlling
section 36 through the contact pointY. The negative electrode
of the secondary battery 27a 1s connected to the negative
supply terminal 877 of the solar panel 87 through the reverse-
flow prevention diode 28, the connecting spring 25, and the
contact point Z.
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As aresult, the secondary battery unit 27 1s charged by the
solar panel 87 while preventing reverse tlow of electric cur-
rent from the secondary battery unit 27 to the solar panel 87.
Also, electric power 1s supplied from the secondary battery
unit 27 to the indication controlling section 36. In the present
embodiment, the maximum output voltage of the solar panel
87 15 set not to exceed the withstanding voltage of the sec-
ondary battery unit 27. Here, Vmax<Vx+Vd 1s satisfied,
where the maximum output voltage 1s Vmax, the withstand-
ing voltage of the secondary battery 27a 1s VX, and the
decreasing voltage of the reverse-flow prevention diode 28 1s
Vd. Alternatively, Vmax<Vx 1s acceptable. This can be
achieved, for example, by using an amorphous silicon solar
battery as the solar panel 87, setting its maximum output
voltage to be 2.4 V, and using a battery having a charge
limitation of 2.6 V as the secondary battery 27a.

FIG. 81s a cross-sectional view of a state where the primary
battery 50 1s housed 1n the battery housing section 86. As
shown in FI1G. 8, the primary battery 50 has the same diameter
as the secondary battery unit 27. The primary battery 50 1s not
provided with a connecting spring and a reverse-tlow preven-
tion diode. The thickness of the primary battery 50 1s greater
than the thickness of the secondary battery unit 27.

When the primary battery 50 1s housed 1n the battery hous-
ing section 86, the primary battery 50 is retained by bringing
a tapered portion of the main plate 31 into contact with the
primary battery 50. In this state where the primary battery 50
1s retained, the negative side contact terminal 41 of the plate
spring 40 and the negative electrode of the primary battery 50
are 1n contact with each other. Further, the positive side con-
tact terminal 38a of the positive terminal 38 and the positive
clectrode of the primary battery 30 are in contact with each
other.

FIG. 9 15 a circuit diagram of a case where the primary
battery 50 1s housed 1n the battery housing section 86. In FIG.
9, the contact point X 15 a contact point between the positive
side contact terminal 38a of the positive terminal 38 and the
positive terminal of the primary battery 50. The contact point
Y 1s a contact point between the negative side contact terminal
41 of the plate spring 40 and the negative terminal of the
primary battery 50. The positive terminal of the primary
battery 50 1s electrically connected to the positive supply
terminal 36p of the indication controlling section 36 through
the contact poimnt X. The negative electrode of the primary
battery 50 1s electrically connected to the negative supply
terminal 367 of the indication controlling section 36 through
the contact point Y. However, since the connecting spring 23
1s not provided 1n the primary battery 50, the primary battery
50 and the solar panel 87 are not connected. Thus, the charg-
ing current does not flow from the solar panel 87 to the
primary battery 50, which makes 1t possible to prevent defects
such as breaking of the primary battery 50. In this manner, 1n
a case where the primary battery 50 1s housed in the battery
housing section 86, electric power 1s supplied from the pri-
mary battery 50 to the indication controlling section 36.

As described above, the present embodiment employs the
secondary battery unit 27 in which the secondary battery 274
and the base plate 26 provided with the reverse-flow preven-
tion diode 28 are integrated. Also, the connecting spring 25 1s
provided 1n the secondary battery unit 27 so as to be electri-
cally connected to the solar panel 87. Consequently, all parts
of the movement except for a battery can be made common
between a primary battery electronic timepiece and a solar
panel electronic timepiece. As a result, significant cost reduc-
tion can be achieved.

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of a primary battery
clectronic timepiece. The primary battery electronic time-
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piece 200 shown 1n FIG. 10 uses parts that are identical to the
parts of the solar panel electronic timepiece 100 shown in
FIG. 2. Even if the secondary battery unit 27 instead of the
primary battery 50 1s housed 1n the primary battery electronic
timepiece 200, the connecting spring 25 1s only brought into
contact with the non-conductive faceplate 11. Accordingly,
the primary battery electronic timepiece 200 can be operated
i the secondary battery 27a 1s charged.

The movement of the timepiece of the present embodiment
serves as an analog timepiece in a case where the primary
battery 50 1s 1nstalled, and serves as a solar panel electronic
timepiece 1n a case where the secondary battery unit 27 1s
installed. Consequently, the movement of the timepiece of the
present embodiment provides very broad utility, which can
significantly improve the production etficiency. In particular,
in a case where a secondary battery 1s damaged and needs to
be replaced but another battery 1s not available right away, the
solar panel electronic timepiece 100 can be operated securely
by housing the primary battery 50 instead of the secondary
battery unit 27.

What is claimed 1s:

1. An electronic timepiece comprising:

an external case:

a time indicating section that indicates the time 1nside the
external case;

a solar panel that 1s housed 1n the external case and pro-
vided with a first supply terminal and a second supply
terminal;

a contact section that 1s electrically connected to the first
supply terminal;

an indication controlling section that operates the time
indicating section; and

a battery housing section that 1s provided 1n a main plate
and can house a secondary battery unit provided with a
secondary battery and a primary battery as a battery in a
replaceable manner,

the battery housing section including

a positive side contact terminal that 1s electrically con-
nected to a positive supply terminal of the indication
controlling section and configured such that the positive
side contact terminal can be brought into contact with a
positive terminal of the battery housed in the battery
housing section; and

a negative side contact terminal that 1s electrically con-
nected to a negative supply terminal of the indication
controlling section and configured such that the negative
side contact terminal can be brought 1nto contact with a
negative terminal of the battery housed in the battery
housing section,

wherein the second supply terminal of the solar panel 1s
clectrically connected to the positive side contact termi-
nal, and the contact section 1s positioned such that the
contact section 1s not 1n contact with the primary battery
in a case where the primary battery 1s housed in the
battery housing section and the contact section 1s 1n
contact with a charge controlling section of the second-
ary battery unit 1n a case where the secondary battery
unit 1s housed 1n the battery housing section.

2. The electronic timepiece according to claim 1, wherein,

in the secondary battery umt, the positive terminal of the
battery 1s a positive electrode of the secondary battery, the
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charge controlling section has an electrically conductive elas-
tic member that can be brought into contact with the contact
section and has a limiting circuit that 1s provided between the
clastic member and a negative electrode of the secondary
battery so as to limit charging of the secondary battery to a
predetermined condition, and a guiding section 1s provided in
the main plate so as to guide the elastic member to the contact
section.

3. The electronic timepiece according to claim 1, further
comprising;

a electrically conductive plate spring for biasing the battery
to the main plate, the electrically conductive plate spring
being electrically connected to the negative supply ter-
minal of the indication controlling section,

wherein the negative side contact terminal 1s a contact
terminal that 1s provided 1n the plate spring.

4. The electronic timepiece according to claim 1, wherein

a maximum output voltage of the solar panel is set not to
exceed the withstanding voltage of the secondary battery.

5. A secondary battery unit that can be housed 1n a battery
housing section of an electronic timepiece that has an external
case; a time indicating section that indicates the time 1nside
the external case; a solar panel that 1s housed 1n the external
case and provided with a first supply terminal and a second
supply terminal; a contact section that 1s electrically con-
nected to the first supply terminal; an indication controlling
section that operates the time indicating section; a positive
side contact terminal that 1s provided 1n the battery housing
section and electrically connected to a positive supply termi-
nal of the indication controlling section; and a negative side
contact terminal that 1s provided 1n the battery housing sec-
tion and electrically connected to a negative supply terminal
of the indication controlling section, the battery housing sec-
tion being provided 1n a main plate,

the secondary battery unit including,

a negative terminal that 1s in contact with the negative side
contact terminal;

a secondary battery in which a positive electrode 1s 1n
contact with the positive side contact terminal and a
negative electrode 1s electrically connected to the nega-
tive terminal;

an electrically conductive elastic member that can be
brought into contact with the contact section; and

a limiting circuit that 1s provided between the elastic mem-
ber and the negative electrode of the secondary battery
so as to limit charging of the secondary battery to a
predetermined condition.

6. The secondary battery unit according to claim 5, wherein
the limiting circuit 1s a diode 1n which an anode 1s electrically
connected to the negative electrode of the secondary battery
and a cathode 1s electrically connected to the elastic member.

7. The secondary battery unit according to claim 6, wherein

the sum of the withstanding voltage of the secondary battery
and the decreasing voltage of the diode 1s greater than the
maximum output voltage of the solar panel.
8. The secondary battery unit according to claim 5, wherein
the elastic member 1s a coil spring.
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