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1
INTEGRATED WINCHHEAD

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a winch and,
more particularly, to an adjustable and integrated winch and
winch head.

BACKGROUND

Towing vehicles or trailers are designed to secure and haul
cargo. Trailers may be arranged to haul various types of cargo,
such as boats, automobiles, consumer products, and the like.
Many such cargo items may be large, heavy and difficult to
move or maneuver onto the bed or frame of a towing trailer. To
assist 1n moving or maneuvering the cargo onto the towing
trailer, such trailers may often be equipped with a winch or
winch assembly.

In boat trailers, a stand or base member typically extends
upwardly from a front portion of the trailer and a head mem-
ber 1s attached to the base member and extends rearwardly
therefrom. A bow stop 1s attached to an end portion of the
head member opposite the base member and engages with the
bow of a boat to limit the positioning of the boat on the trailer.
The winch 1s commonly attached to the head member
between the bow stop and the base member. The winch may
be connected to the boat by, for example, a strap, cable, rope,
chain or the like that may aid i pulling the boat onto the
trailer. The winch may be used to assist in the final positioning,
of the boat onto the trailer. This type of situation may com-
monly occur while using a boat trailer to remove a boat from
a body of water.

These traditional boat trailers require the assembly of the
base member to the trailer, the head member to the base
member, the bow stop to the head member and the winch to
the head member. These steps are time consuming and may
provide for a poor aesthetic quality. Additionally, these vari-
ous components must be mndividually selected and aligned 1n
a proper orientation to allow for a preferred positioning of a
particular boat on the trailer.

SUMMARY

Apparatus for an integrated winchhead are described
herein. An integrated winchhead comprising a frame, a winch
and a wedge. The frame may include a mounting base at a first
end and a bow stop mounting area at a second end of the
frame. The winch may be housed within the frame. The
wedge may be attached to the mounting base and mountable
on a base stand, wherein the wedge may be adjustably
mounted to the base stand and the mounting base. The winch-
head may be mountable at two different angles and be verti-
cally adjustable along the base stand. A bow stop may be
secured to the bow stop mounting area.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Objects and advantages together with the operation of the
invention may be better understood by reference to the fol-
lowing detailed description taken in connection with the fol-
lowing 1llustrations, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of an integrated
winchhead attached to a base stand of a boat trailer and 1n use
with a first type of bow stop.

FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of the integrated
winchhead attached to a base stand of a boat trailer and in use
with a second type of bow stop.
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FIG. 3 illustrates a side view of an integrated winchhead.
FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of the frame of the

integrated winchhead.

FIG. 5 1llustrates another perspective view of the frame.

FIG. 6 illustrates a side view of the integrated winchhead
mounted on a base stand 1n a first or downward position.

FIG. 7 1llustrates a side view of the itegrated winchhead
mounted on a base stand 1n a second or upward position.

FIG. 8 1llustrates a rear view of the integrated winchhead
mounted on a base stand.

FIG. 9 illustrates a rear view of the integrated winchhead.

FIG. 10 illustrates a front view of the integrated winchhead
mounted on a base stand.

FIG. 11 illustrates a top view of the integrated winchhead
mounted on a base stand.

FIG. 12 illustrates a slightly rotated top view of the inte-
grated winchhead with the base stand removed.

FIG. 13 illustrates a fragmented close up perspective view
of the integrated winchhead 1n use with a safety strap.

FIG. 14 1llustrates a fragmented detailed perspective view
of the safety strap and mounting wedge.

FIG. 15 1llustrates a fragmented close up perspective view
of the imntegrated winchhead 1n use with a safety chain.

FIG. 16 illustrates a partially exploded perspective view of
a mounting wedge 1n a first position.

FIG. 17 illustrates a side view of the assembled mounting
wedge of FIG. 16.

FIG. 18 1llustrates a partially exploded perspective view of
a mounting wedge 1n a second position.

FIG. 19 illustrates a side view of the assembled mounting
wedge of FIG. 18.

FIG. 20 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the mounting,
wedge taken along lines 20-20 of FIG. 18.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated 1n the accompanying drawings. It 1s to be under-
stood that other embodiments may be utilized and structural
and functional changes may be made without departing from
the respective scope of the invention. As such, the following
description 1s presented by way of illustration only and should
not limit in any way the various alternatives and modifications
that may be made to the illustrated embodiments and still be
within the spirit and scope of the invention.

An mtegrated winchhead 10 is illustrated in FIGS. 1-3 and
6-12. The integrated winchhead 10 may include an integrated
winch frame 12, a winch 14, and a bow stop 18 (FIGS. 1-3, 6
and 7). The winch 1s operable to assist 1n moving or maneu-
vering cargo onto a towing trailer (not shown) equipped with
the winchhead 10. The winch 14 may be of any approprate
shape, size, type or configuration. By way of a non-limiting
example, the winch 14 may be a one speed or two speed

winch. A suitable one speed winch 14 includes that disclosed
in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/538,252 titled “Winch

Assembly”, filed on Sep. 11, 2009, the disclosure of which 1s
incorporated herein by reference. A suitable two speed winch
14 includes that disclosed in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/788,008 titled “ITwo Speed Winch Asserribly”, filed on
May 26, 2010, the disclosure of which 1s incorporated herein
by reference.

The winch 14 may be connected to a cargo item by any
appropriate means, such as a strap, cable, rope, chain or the
like (not shown), for pulling the cargo item onto the trailer.
For example, wire rope may be used. The integrated winch
frame 12 may house internal components of the winch 14. In
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addition to the mounting features, all of the winch 14 features
may be designed and incorporated into the integrated winch
frame 12. The integrated winchhead 10 may also provide an

aesthetic quality.
The winchhead 10 may conform to the SAE J1833 stan-

dard for marine trailer winches. For example, twice the rated
tension load may be applied through a first layer of wire rope
on the winchhead 10, whereby the winchhead 10 must not
release the load and still be able to operate after this overload
test. In addition, three times the rated tension load may be
applied through the first layer of wire rope on the winchhead
10, whereby the winchhead 10 must not release the load.
The winchhead 10 may be mounted by bolting or welding
in such a manner that three times the rated straight line pull of
the winchhead 10 can be applied without failure of the winch-

head 10 attachment. In a non-limiting example, the winch-
head 10 may be rated up to 3,200 Ibs, whereby 9,600 lbs. may

be achieved three times without releasing the load. Moreover,
when the winchhead 10 includes a two speed winch 14, the
winchhead 10 may have a capacity of up to 3200 lbs. in low
gear and a capacity of up to 2000 lbs. in high gear.

Most winch frames may be manufactured from a formed
steel stamping. This material and process may severely limait
the features and aesthetics that can be incorporated into the
design. The integrated winch frame 12 may be fabricated out
ol any appropriate material and any appropriate processes,
such as being fabricated out of high-pressure die-cast alumi-
num 1nto a one-piece die-cast aluminum component (FIGS. 4
and 5). For example, die casting copper, die casting zinc,
permanent mold casting, sand casting, evaporative pattern
casting, shell mold casting, composite-mold casting, forging,
stamping, plastic molding, hot 1sostatic pressing, or the like
may utilized to fabricate the integrated winch frame 12.

Such an arrangement may incorporate many desired fea-
tures, allow for pleasant aesthetics, provide for a high strength
construction, and make manufacturing easier. For example,
once fabricated, awinch frame 12, mounting area 16, and bow
stop mounting area 26 may be of a stylized and blended
configuration to create a continuous flowing structure (FIGS.
4 and 5). This integrated winch frame 12 may provide an
improved aesthetic quality unavailable 1n conventional winch
devices.

The integrated winchhead 10 may also include an adjust-
able handle 30 that may operate the winch 14. The handle 30
may be attached to either side of the integrated winchhead 10,
depending on the configuration of winch 14. For example, the
handle 30 may be mounted on the left hand side of the inte-
grated winchhead 10. Alternatively, if utilizing a single speed
winch, the handle 30 may be mounted on either side of the
integrated winchhead 10, such as the lett or right hand side.
The handle 30 may include a number of adjustment apertures
60 that may be located along the handle 30 (FIGS. 1 and 2).
The handle 30 may be oniented at a number of different
positions via the adjustment apertures 60 to either shorten or
lengthen the lever arm portion of the handle 30.

The varying lengths of the handle 30 may permit the handle
30 to be assembled 1n a variety of positions depending on
need and circumstances. U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/558,252, titled “Winch Assembly”, which 1s herein incor-
porated by reference 1n 1ts entirety, describes 1n further detail
such a handle, 1ts mode(s) of operation, and the operation of
a single speed winch.

The integrated winchhead 10 may combine a traditional
winch 14 and bow stop 18 (FIGS. 1-3 and 6-12). This may be
accomplished by any appropriate means, such as by die cast-
ing the integrated winch frame 12 complete with the essential
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mounting features for both mounting the integrated winch-
head 10 to a base stand 22 of a trailer and for mounting the
bow stop 18.

The integrated winch frame 12 may include a mounting,
arca 16 (F1GS. 1-7,13 and 15). The mounting area 16 may be
utilized for attachment of the integrated winch frame 12 to a
base stand 22 (FIGS. 1-3, 6 and 7). The mounting area 16 may
be of any appropriate shape or size, such as a generally square
or rectangular shape. The mounting area 16 may be located at
any appropriate position on the integrated winch frame 12,
such as at an end opposite that of the bow stop 18.

The mounting area 16 may include at least one mounting,
aperture 32 (FIGS. 4 and 5). The mounting area 16 may
include any appropriate number of apertures 32, such as four.
The mounting apertures 32 may be of any appropriate shape
or s1ze, such as circular or square. The mounting apertures 32
may be located at any appropriate position on the integrated
winch frame 12, such as at an end opposite that of the bow
stop mounting area 26 (FIGS. 4 and 5). The mounting aper-
tures 32 may aid in securing the integrated winch frame 12 to
a wedge 20 and the base stand 22 with the use of fasteners 24,
for example.

The base stand 22 may be of any appropriate shape or size,
such as a generally tubular shape (FIGS. 1-3, 6 and 7). For
example, the base stand 22 may be of a generally cylindrical,
square or rectangular shape. The base stand 22 may be fabri-
cated out of any appropriate type of material, such as alumi-
num and steel.

The mtegrated winch frame 12 may include a bow stop
mounting area 26 (FIGS. 1, 4, 5, 11 and 12). The bow stop
mounting area 26 may be of any appropriate shape or size,
such as a generally oblong configuration with a pair of spaced
apart arms 27. The bow stop mounting area 26 may include
bow stop mounting apertures 36 1n arms 27 (FIGS. 4 and 3).
The mounting apertures 36 may be of any appropriate shape
or s1ze, such as circular or square. The mounting apertures 36
may permit the bow stop 18 to be secured to the integrated
winch frame 12, such as with fasteners, between arms 27. The
bow stop 18 may be located at any appropriate position on the
integrated winch frame 12, such as at the bow stop mounting
area 26 (FIGS. 1, 11 and 12).

Typically, cargo, such as a boat, may need to be positioned,
such as during loading, and secured in order to prevent the
cargo from moving upward or forward during a sudden stop.
This may be accomplished by utilizing the bow stop 18
(FIGS. 1-3 and 6-12). The bow stop 18 may be of any appro-

priate shape, size, type or configuration, such as rollers (FIG.
1) or a V-shaped bumper (FIG. 2).

The integrated winchhead 10 may provide for adjustability
in aligning the bow stop 18 and a bow eye of a boat to the
integrated winchhead 10. The bow stop 18 may provide a
mechanical stop, whereby it may prevent a boat or another
similar device from moving upward or moving forward dur-
ing a sudden stop or any other similar type motions. The bow
stop 18 may also provide for the proper positioning for the
boat to sit on the trailer, which may be important for weight
distribution and clearance.

The imtegrated winchhead 10 may include a mounting
wedge 20 (FIGS. 1-3, 6-9 and 11-19), which may facilitate
the mounting of the winchhead 10 to the base stand 22. The
mounting wedge 20 may be of any appropriate shape or size,
such as of a generally wedged shaped configuration when
viewed 1n profile (FIGS. 3, 6 and 7). The mounting wedge 20
may be fabricated out of any appropriate material, such as
plastic, steel, aluminum or the like. In addition, the mounting
wedge 20 may also be fabricated from a combination of any
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appropriate material, such as plastic combined with any
appropriate material such as aluminum, copper, or zinc.
The mounting wedge 20 may be located at any appropnate
position on the integrated winchhead 10. For example, the
mounting wedge 20 may be located between the mounting,
area 16 ol the integrated winch frame 12 and the base stand 22

(FIGS. 1-3, 6 and 7). The mounting wedge 20 may be secured
to the integrated winch frame 12 by any appropriate means,
such as with fasteners, adhesive, detent arrangement, a

dimple or the like (FIGS. 1-3, 6 and 7).

The mounting wedge 20 may include at least one gusset or
fin 38 and at least one mounting aperture 42 (FIGS. 8, 9, 13
and 14). The wedge 20 may include any appropriate number
of mounting apertures 42, such as four. The mounting aper-
tures 42 may be located at any appropriate position on the
wedge 20. For example, one mounting aperture 42 may gen-
erally be located adjacent each comer of the wedge 20,

whereby each U-bolt 24 may be located through each mount-
ing aperture 42 (F1GS. 13-19).

The wedge 20 may 1include any appropriate number of fins
38, such as four. For example, the number of fins 38 may
correspond to the number of wedge mounting apertures 42
and U-bolts 24. The fins 38 may be located at any appropriate

position on the wedge 20. For example, one fin 38 may
generally be located adjacent each comer of the wedge 20
(FIGS. 13-19). Each fin 38 may surround a portion of each
U-bolt 24 and a portion of the base stand 22 (FIGS. 1-3 and
6-9). The fins 38 may be of any appropriate shape or size, such
as of a generally curved or C-shape. Each fin 38 may also
provide an aesthetic appearance to the outer edges of the
mounting wedge 20 as well as a smooth transitional appear-
ance from the integrated winch frame 12 to the base stand 22.

The integrated winch frame 12 may include a safety
restraint aperture 34 (FIGS. 5 and 13). The safety restraint
aperture 34 may provide an area for a safety restraint to be
attached to the wedge 20 to allow for the safety restraint to be
attached to the winchhead 10. The safety restraint aperture 34
may be of any appropriate shape or size, such as circular, oval,
rectangular. The safety restraint aperture 34 may be located at
any appropriate position on the frame 12, such as at the
approximate center of the mounting area 16 (FIG. 5).

The mounting wedge 20 may also include a safety restraint
aperture 40 (FIGS. 13-16 and 18). The safety restraint aper-
ture 40 may be of any appropriate shape or size, such as a
generally circular, square or rectangular shape. The safety
restraint aperture 40 may be located at any appropriate posi-
tion on the mounting wedge 20, such as at the approximate
center of the mounting wedge 20 (FIGS. 13-16 and 18). When
assembled, the safety restraint aperture 34 of the integrated
winch frame 12 may align with the safety restraint aperture 40
of the wedge 20.

The mounting wedge 20 may also include a first pair of
slots 44 and a second pair of slots 46 (FIGS. 13-16 and 18).
The first pair of slots 44 and the second pair of slots 46 may be
of any appropnate shape or size. For example, the first pair of
slots 44 may be of a first depth D, and the second pair of slots
46 may be of a second depth D,, whereby the first pair of slots
44 may be of a shallower depth D, and the second pair of slots
46 may be of a deeper depth D, (FIG. 20).

The first pair of slots 44 may be located at any appropnate
position on the wedge 20, such as adjacent the safety restraint
aperture 40. For example, the first pair of slots 44 may be
located on each side of the safety restraint aperture 40 (FIGS.
13-16 and 18). Similarly, the second pair of slots 46 may be
located at any appropriate position on the wedge 20, such as
adjacent the safety restraint aperture 40. For example, the
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second pair of slots 46 may be located on each side of the
safety restraint aperture 40 (FIGS. 13-16 and 18).

The mtegrated winchhead 10 may include a rod 48 (FIGS.
13-15). The rod 48 may be of any appropriate shape or size,
such as a generally cylindrical shape. The rod 48 may be
located at any appropriate position on the integrated winch-
head 10, such as within the mounting wedge 20. For example,
the rod 48 may be 1nserted into and retained within the first or
second pair of slots 44, 46 (FIGS. 13-15). The rod 48 may
remain within the desired pair of slots 44, 46 by any appro-
priate means, such as by a frictional fit or by being trapped
between the wedge 20 and the base stand 22.

The rod 48 may maintain the safety restraint, such as a
safety strap 50 or a safety chain 52 within the mounting
wedge 20 and integrated winch frame 12 (FIGS. 13-15).
Depending upon which type of safety restraint 1s desired, may
determine which pair of slots 44, 46 may be used. For
example, when utilizing the safety strap 50, the first pair of
slots 44 may be used. When utilizing the safety chain 352, the
second pair of slots 46 may be used as these slots 46 have a
greater depth D,.

The integrated winch frame 12 may include a bottom aper-
ture 58 (FIGS. 13 and 15). The safety strap 50 or safety chain
52 may be located and secured around the rod 48, through the
aperture 40 1n the wedge 20 and the aperture 34 1n the nte-
grated winch frame 12, and away from the wedge 20 and back
through the integrated winch frame 12, whereby the safety
strap 50 or safety chain 52 may hang out through the bottom
aperture 58 (FIGS. 13 and 15).

Fasteners or U-bolts 24 may be attached to a shaft or base
stand 22 at any appropriate area on the base stand 22, such as
at an upper portion near an end (FIGS. 6 and 7). As an
alternative, the base stand 22 may recerve additional support
from a support member 28 (FIGS. 6 and 7). The support
member 28 may be of any appropriate shape or size, such as
a generally rectangular, square or circular shape. The support
member 28 may contact the base stand 22 at any appropriate
location, such as slightly above the center of the base stand 22
(FIGS. 6 and 7).

The mounting wedge 20 may be adjustable and reversible,
which may provide for a variety of mounting angles o, , &, for
the integrated winchhead 10 (FIGS. 6 and 7). The mounting
wedge 20 may be positioned at any multitude of angles to
provide the desired placement of the bow stop 18. For
example, the mounting wedge 20 itself may be of any appro-
priate angle p from the smaller end 21 to the larger end 23,
such as having an approximate range from 5-15 degrees,
whereby when rotated the overall range of adjustability of the
wedge 20 may be approximately 30 degrees (FIGS. 16-19). In
a non-limiting example, the wedge 20 may be of an approxi-
mate angle of 10 degrees. When tlipped or rotated, the wedge
20 may provide for approximately 20 degrees of adjustability.

Generally, the wedge 20 may easily be assembled to the
winch frame 12 and base stand 22 at two different angles o,
d., (FIGS. 6 and 7). The wedge 20 may utilize wedge shaped
washers 54. The wedge shaped washers 54 may be of any
appropriate shape, size or angle. For example, the wedge
shaped washers 54 may have a larger end 55 and then taper
into a smaller end 53 (FIGS. 3, 6, 7and 16-19), whereby when
assembled with the wedge 20 the wedge shaped washers 54
and wedge 20 may have complementary angles y,, v, (FIGS.
17 and 19). The wedge shaped washers 34 may be fabricated
out of any appropriate type of material, such as powdered
metal.

The wedge shaped washers 34 may be located at any appro-
priate position on the wedge 20. For example, when
assembled, the wedge shaped washers 54 may be located
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between the wedge 20 and the mounting area 16 of the winch
frame 12. The wedge shaped washers 54 may be assembled to
the wedge 20 by any appropriate means, such as by way of the
U-bolts 24 and additional fasteners 56 (FIGS. 16-19). The
fasteners 56 may be ol any appropriate shape, size, type or
configuration, such as nuts and washers.

As an alternative, the integrated winchhead 10 may include
a dampening cushion (not shown). The dampening cushion
may be located at any appropriate position on the integrated
winch, such as between the mounting area 16 and the wedge
20. The dampeming cushion may be utilized to increase the
surface area ol contact and provide for some flexibility or
dampening between the integrated winchhead 10 and the
wedge 20.

When the wedge shaped washers 54 are assembled to the
mounting wedge 20, the larger end 55 of the washers 54 may
be located towards the smaller end 21 of the wedge 20 and
vice versa, whereby the smaller end 53 of the washers 54 may
be located towards the larger end 23 of the mounting wedge
20 (FI1GS.16-19). The wedge 20 may be rotated or flipped end
on end to adjust the angle for mounting the winch frame 16.
For example, the angled surface 3 of the wedge 20 may be
rotated approximately 180 degrees to provide for additional
mounting options. The wedge shaped washer 54 may be
designed to maintain an orientation between the U-bolt 24
and the wedged washer 54.

Adjustability of the mounting angle of the integrated
winchhead 10 may be accomplished by any approprate
means, such as through the use of the wedge 20. In addition,
the integrated winch frame 12 and base stand 22 may be
designed with any desired angles. The adjustment of these
angles may be achieved by utilizing the wedge 20 (FIGS. 6
and 7). The wedge 20 of the integrated winchhead 10 may
provide for infinite adjustability 1n regards to aligning the
bow stop 18 to the integrated winchhead 10. In addition, the
use of the U-bolts 24 may also provide for vertical adjustment
along the winch base stand 22.

The mtegrated winchhead 10 may be vertically adjustable
along the length of the base stand 22. This vertical adjustabil-
ity may be accomplished through the use of U-bolts 24. The
U-bolts 24 may be positioned at a variety of locations by
connecting the integrated winchhead 10 to the base stand 22
at any desired location to create continuous vertical adjust-
ability of the integrated winchhead 10 (FIGS. 1-3, 6 and 7).
The vertical adjustability created by the combination of the
integrated winchhead 10 and the U-bolts 24 may provide for
an ease of adjustability. The vertical adjustability along the
base stand 22 may also allow for a much greater range of areas
where the bow stop 18 can reach or be placed, thereby pro-
viding more secure use of a integrated winchhead 10.

Although the embodiments of the present invention have
been illustrated 1n the accompanying drawings and described
in the foregoing detailed description, 1t 1s to be understood
that the present invention 1s not to be limited to the embodi-
ments disclosed, but that the imnvention described herein 1s
capable of numerous rearrangements, modifications and sub-
stitutions without departing from the scope of the claims
hereafter.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. An integrated winchhead selectively attachable to a base
stand, the integrated winchhead comprising:

a frame having a bow stop mounting element;

a winch housed at least partially within said frame; and

a wedge adjustably mounted to said frame, wherein said

wedge 1s configured to extend from the base stand at a
plurality of angles.
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2. The integrated winchhead of claim 1, wherein said
wedge 1s extendable at two different angles relative to the
base stand.

3. The integrated winchhead of claim 2, wherein said
wedge 1s vertically adjustable along the base stand.

4. The integrated winchhead of claim 1, wherein said
wedges includes a first end with a first thickness and a second
end with a second thickness, whereby the first thickness 1s
different from said second thickness.

5. The integrated winchhead of claim 1, wherein said frame
extends at a first angle relative to the base stand when said
wedge 1s mounted 1n a first position and extends at a second
angle relative to the base stand when said wedge 1s mounted
in a second position, said second angle being difierent than
said first angle.

6. The integrated winchhead of claim 1 further comprising
at least one wedge shaped washer operatively positionable
between the base stand and said wedge.

7. The integrated winchhead of claim 6, wherein said
wedge shaped washers are oriented at a complementary angle
to said wedge, whereby said frame 1s positionable relative to
the base stand at a plurality of angles.

8. The integrated winchhead of claim 6, wherein said
wedge shaped washers have a first end with a first thickness
and an opposite second end with a second thickness different
than said first thickness.

9. The integrated winchhead of claim 1, wherein said frame
1s a one piece integral cast unait.

10. An integrated winchhead comprising:

a frame including a mounting base at a first end of said
frame and a bow stop mounting feature at a second end
of said frame;

a bow stop mounted on said bow stop mounting feature;

a winch housed within said frame; and

a wedge member secured with said frame, wherein said
wedge member 1s configured to engage a base stand and
extend at a plurality of angles relative to the base stand.

11. The mtegrated winchhead of claim 10, wherein said
wedge member 1s adjustably mounted to either of said base
stand and said frame, wherein adjustment of said wedge
member changes an angle of said frame relative to said base
stand.

12. The integrated winchhead of claim 10, wherein said
wedge member 1s rotatably and translationally adjustable
relative to the base stand.

13. The integrated winchhead of claim 10, wherein said
frame 15 a one piece integral cast unit.

14. The mtegrated winchhead of claim 10, wherein said
wedge member has a first thickness along a first side thereof
and a second thickness along a second side thereof and said
first thickness 1s different than said second thickness.

15. An mntegrated winchhead selectively attachable to a
base stand, the integrated winchhead comprising:

a frame having a bow stop mounting element;

a winch housed within said frame:;

a wedge attached with said frame and configured to selec-

tively engage the base stand; and

an attachment member adjustably securing said wedge
with said frame, wherein at least one of said wedge and
attachment member 1s configured to engage said frame
at a plurality of angles relative to the base stand.

16. The integrated winchhead of claim 15, wherein the

attachment member includes at least one wedged nut engage-
able between the wedge and said frame.
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