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Table 1

Wavelength P Relative
LINE (14m) (watts) | P/P (10P20) Gain Predicted g0

9.1656440
9.1740695
9.182/244
9.1916114 0.561139369 | 0.383180061 | 0.4559842/3
9.2007329 0.390640895 | 0.411665/84 | 0.4898/93903
9.2100915 0.503407935 | 0.568815361 | 0.6/683028

30 9.2196895 | 6.22 | 0.652756867 | 0.645426/55 | 0.768057858

9.2295296 0.693794507 | 0.704358596 | 0.838186729
9.2396141 0.82197355 | 0.828115463 | 0.985457401
9.2499453 0.947100712 | 0.948925738 | 1.129221628
9.2605258 0.865717192 | 0.870349949 | 1.035716439
9.2713577 0.957273652 | 0.958747711 | 1.140909776
18 |9.2824434 | 8.76 | 0.891149542
9.2937852 0.87792472 | 0.882136317 | 1.049742218
9.3053853 0.759918616 | 0.768201424 | 0.914159695
9.3172460 0.890132248 | 0.893922686 | 1.063767996
9.3293695 0.76093591 | 0.769183622 | 0.91532851
9.3417579 0.540183113 | 0.556046796 | 0.661695687

6 |9.3544134 | 3.00 | 0.3102/4669 | 0.354070195 | 0.38754333

FIG.13
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Predicted g0
0.28614/326
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10.1253400
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.69
9.25
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0.6285113967
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0.432221186
0.666539324
0.765180682

34
32

30

10.15863/4
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Table 4

Wavelength Relative

(um) P/P (10P20) Gain Predicted q0
9.4433275 0.275754422 | 0.500740835 | 0.535/881665

8 [9.4080515 | 4.92 | 0.511966/01| 0.52880385 | 0.6292/6582

9.4750598

0.6607/0031

0.672473465

0.800243424

9.4885540

0.8335067/64 | 0.839250/8

0.998/08429

9.9039561

0.8688865/6 | 0.8/340999

1.03935/7888

16 19.51980/9 | 9.40 | 0.9/8147765 | 0.9/8901665 | 1.1648929381

9.5359711 1.049947971 | 1.048224766 | 1.04738747'
9.5524276 1.037460978 | 1.036168574 | 1.233040604
9.5691788 1.006243496 | 1.006028096 | 1197173434
9.5882267 1,084287201 | 1.081379292 | 1.286841358
26 |9.6035727 | 10.02
9.6212185 0.96566077 | 0.966845473 | 1.150546113
9.6391656 0.90842872 | 0.911587929 | 1.084789636
9.6574156 0.807492196 | 0.814133715 | 0.968819121

34 19.6750700 | /.24 | 0.753581894 | 0.761890219 | 0.90664936

9.6948501 0.6940686/8 | 0.7046233509 | 0.838501/58
9.7139973 0.52655486 | 0.54286940/ | 0.646014594
9.7354750 0.414151925 | 0.454563684 |0.5016892/84

42 |9.7532586 | 3.24 | 0.35/148803 | 0.56001717|0.428420452

44 19.7753552 | 2.28 | 0.237252862 | 0.265567638 | 0.313645489

FIG.15
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Table 4

Wavelength P Relative
LINE (um) (watts) | P/P (10P20) Gain Predicted g0

10P(6) | 10.4582196 0.574401665 | 0.589084807 | 0.701010921
8 |[10.47613866 0./304830/4 | 0.739/8/201| 0.880346/69
10 [10.4944835| 8.10 (0.842872008 | 0.848292924 | 1.00946858
12 [10.5131136 0.875048907 | 0.87742872 | 1.044140177

14 110.5320802| 8.28 | 0.86160249/ | 0.8663/7211| 1.050988881

16 110.5513868 0.902185224 | 0.905559854 | 1.077616202
18 [10.5710572 0.913651654 | 0.916611342 | 1.090767497
20 [10.9910352 1.19
22 [10.6113843 0.841851426 | 0.84/288241| 1.0082/5007

24 (10.6320902| 8.40 | 0.87408949 | 0.8/8435403 |1.045355749

26 [10.65351058 0.915712799 | 0.918620/08 | 1.095158642
28 |10.6745861 0.858480/49 | 0.865365163 | 1.02/402164
30 [10.6963859 0.784599376 | 0.732030697 | 0.94251633
32 [10.7185600 0.7086368357 | 0.7/18686866 | 0.859259/5

34 [10.7411135] 5.71 [ 0.99417/2757 | 0.608175777 | 0.725726795

36 [10.7640017 0.454734651 | 0.475546306 | 0.565520104
38 |10.7873802 0.4858/70968 | 0.5016/7419 | 0.596996129
40 [10.8111046 0.53808552/8 | 0.40221384 |0.4/8634469

42 (10.8352307| 2.28 |[0.341511134 | 0.5640359 | 0.453202/21
44 (10.859/648| 1.35 | 0.1404/8668 | 0.1/0152154 | 0.202457263

FIG.16
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MASTER OSCILLATOR-POWER AMPLIFIER
DRIVE LASER WITH PRE-PULSE FOR EUV
LIGHT SOURCE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 61/398,452, filed on Jun. 24, 2010,

entitled “MASTER OSCILLATOR-POWER AMPLIFIER
DRIVE LASER WITH PRE-PULSE FOR EUV LIGHT
SOURCE?”, the entire contents of which are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference herein.

The present application is related to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 12/004,905, filed on Dec. 20, 2007, entitled DRIVE
LASER FOR EUV LIGHT SOURCE, U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/786,145 filed on Apr. 10, 2007, entitled
LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE,
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/827,803 filed on Jul. 13,
2007, entitled LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT
SOURCE HAVING A DROPLET STREAM PRODUCED
USING A MODULATED DISTURBANCE WAVE, U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 11/358,988 filed on Feb. 21, 2006,
entitled LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT
SOURCE WITH PRE-PULSE, U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 11/067,124 filed on Feb. 25, 2003, entitled METHOD
AND APPARATUS FOR EUV PLASMA SOURCE TAR-
GET DELIVERY, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/174,
443 filed on Jun. 29, 2005, entitled LPP EUV PLASMA
SOURCE MATERIAL TARGET DELIVERY SYSTEM,
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/338,983, filed on Feb. 21,
2006, entitled SOURCE MATERIAL DISPENSER FOR
EUV LIGHT SOURCE, U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/358,992 filed on Feb. 21, 2006, entitled LASER PRO-
DUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE, U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/174,299 filed on Jun. 29, 2005,
entitled, LPP EUV LIGHT SOURCE DRIVE LASER SYS-
TEM, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/406,216 filed on
Apr. 17, 2006 entitled ALTERNATIVE FUELS FOR EUV
LIGHT SOURCE, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/580,
414 filed on Oct. 13, 2006 entitled, DRIVE LASER DELIV-
ERY SYSTEMS FOR EUV LIGHT SOURCE, U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/644,153 filed on Dec. 22, 2006,
entitled, LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT
SOURCE, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/5035,177 filed
on Aug. 16, 2006, entitled EUV OPTICS, U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 11/452,558 filed on Jun. 14, 2006, entitled
DRIVE LASER FOR EUV LIGHT SOURCE, U.S. Pat. No.
6,928,093, 1ssued to Webb, et al., on Aug. 9, 2005, entitled
LONG DELAY AND HIGH TIS PULSE STRETCHER;
U.S. application Ser. No. 11/394,512, filed on Mar. 31, 2006,
entitled CONFOCAL PULSE STRETCHER, U.S. applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/138,001, filed on May 26, 2005, entitled
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR IMPLEMENTING AN
INTERACTION BETWEEN A LASER SHAPED AS A
LINE BEAM AND A FILM DEPOSITED ON A SUB-
STRATE, U.S. application Ser. No. 10/141,216, filed on May
7, 2002, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,693,939, entitled, LASER
LITHOGRAPHY LIGHT SOURCE WITH BEAM DELIV-
ERY; U.S. Pat. No. 6,625,191, 1ssued to Knowles et al., on
Sep. 23, 2003, entltled VERY NARROW BAND, TWO
CHAM 3ER HIGH REP RATE GAS DISCHARGE LASER
SYSTEM; U.S. application Ser. No. 10/012,002, U.S. Pat.
No. 6,549,551 1ssued to Ness, et al., on Apr. 15, 2003, entitled
INJECTION SEEDED LASER WITH PRECISE TIMING
CONTROL, U.S. application Ser. No. 09/848,043, U.S. Pat.
No. 6,567,450 1ssued to Myers, et al., on May 20, 2003,
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entitled VERY NARROW BAND, TWO CHAMBER, HIGH
REP RATE GAS DISCHARGE LASER SYSTEM, U.S.
application Ser. No. 09/943,343, and U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/509,925 filed on Aug. 25, 2006, entitled
SOURCE MATERIAL COLLECTION UNIT FOR A
LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE, the

entire contents of each of which are hereby incorporated by
reference herein.

FIELD

The present application relates to extreme ultraviolet
(“EUV™) light sources providing EUV light from a plasma
created from a source material and collected and directed to a
focus for utilization outside of the EUV light source chamber,
¢.g., for semiconductor integrated circuit manufacturing pho-
tolithography e.g., at wavelengths of around 100 nm and
below.

BACKGROUND

Extreme ultraviolet (“EUV™) light, e.g., electromagnetic
radiation having wavelengths of around 5-100 nm or less
(also sometimes referred to as soft x-rays), and including light
at a wavelength of about 13 nm, can be used 1n photolithog-
raphy processes to produce extremely small features i sub-
strates, ¢.g., silicon wafers.

Methods to produce EUV light include, but are not neces-
sarily limited to, converting a material into a plasma state that
has an element, e.g., xenon, lithium or tin, with an emission
line in the EUV range. In one such method, often termed laser
produced plasma (“LPP”"), the required plasma can be pro-
duced by rradiating a target material, for example in the form
of a droplet, stream or cluster of material, with a laser beam.

For this process, the plasma 1s typically produced 1n a
sealed vessel, e.g., vacuum chamber, and monitored using
various types of metrology equipment. In addition to gener-
ating EUV radiation, these plasma processes also typically
generate undesirable by-products 1 the plasma chamber
which can include out-of-band radiation, high energy ions
and debris, e.g., atoms and/or clumps/microdroplets of the
target matenal.

These plasma formation by-products can potentially heat,
damage or reduce the operational efficiency of the various
plasma chamber optical elements including, but not limited
to, collector mirrors including multi-layer mirrors (MLM’s)
capable of EUV reflection at normal incidence and/or grazing
incidence mirrors, the surfaces of metrology detectors, win-
dows used to image the plasma formation process, and laser
input window(s). The heat, high energy 1ons and/or debris
may be damaging to the optical elements 1n anumber of ways,
including coating them with materials which reduce light
transmission, penetrating into them and, e.g., damaging
structural 1ntegrity and/or optical properties, e.g., the ability
of a mirror to reflect light at such short wavelengths, corrod-
ing or eroding them and/or diffusing into them. Thus, 1t 1s
typically desirable to minimize the amount of and/or the
elfect of plasma generated debris.

Heretofore, LPP systems have been disclosed 1n which
droplets in a droplet stream are 1wrradiated by a separate laser
pulse to form a plasma from each droplet. Also, systems have
been disclosed 1n which each droplet 1s sequentially 11lumi-
nated by more than one light pulses. In some cases, each
droplet may be exposed to a so-called “pre-pulse” and a
so-called “main pulse”, however, 1t 1s to be appreciated that
more than one pre-pulse may be used and more than one main
pulse may be used, and that the functions of the pre-pulse and
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main pulse may overlap to some extent. Typically, the pre-
pulse(s) may affect some or all of the target material to heat,
expand, gasily, vaporize, 1onize, generate a weak plasma
and/or generate a strong plasma, and the main pulse(s) may
function to convert most or all of the pre-pulse affected mate-
rial into plasma and thereby produce an EUV light emission.
In some cases, pre-pulsing may increase the efliciency of the
material/pulse interaction due to a larger cross-section of
material that 1s exposed to the main pulse, a greater penetra-
tion of the main pulse into the material due to the material’s
decreased density, or both. Another benefit of pre-pulsing 1s
that 1t may expand the target to the size of the focused main
pulse, allowing all of the main pulse to participate. This may
be especially beneficial if relatively small droplets are used as
targets and the rradiating light cannot be focused to the size
of the small droplet. Thus, 1n some applications, 1t may be
desirable to use pre-pulsing to increase conversion efficiency
and/or allow use of relatively small, e.g., so-called, mass
limited targets. The use of relatively small targets, in turn,
may be used to lower debris generation and/or reduce source
material consumption.

With the above in mind, 1t may be desirable to use a specific
pre-pulse energy to 1rradiate the target material. Several fac-
tors may affect the selection of this target pre-pulse energy
including the size of the target material droplet and corre-
sponding pre-pulse focal spot, the level of accuracy that 1s
achievable 1n targeting the droplet with the pre-pulse, the
pre-pulse pulse duration, the pre-pulse wavelength, the
desired level of EUV output energy, EUV conversion efli-
ciency, and prepulse and/or main pulse peak intensity.

As 1ndicated above, one technique to produce EUV light
involves 1rradiating a target material. In this regard, CO,
lasers, e.g., outputting light at inira-red wavelengths, e.g.
wavelengths 1n the range of about 9.2 um to 11.2 um, may
present certain advantages as a drive laser 1irradiating a target
material in an LPP process. This may be especially true for
certain target maternials, e.g., matenials containing tin. For
example, one advantage may include the ability to produce a
relatively high conversion efficiency between the drive laser
input power and the output EUV power. Another advantage of
CO, dnive lasers may 1nclude the ability of the relatively long
wavelength light (for example, as compared to deep UV at
193 nm) to reflect from relatively rough surfaces such as a
reflective optic that has been coated with tin debris. This
property of 10.6 um radiation may allow reflective mirrors to
be employed near the plasma {for, e.g., steering, focusing
and/or adjusting the focal power of the drive laser beam.

In some cases, it may be desirable to employ a MoPa
(Master Oscillator-Power Amplifier) arrangement to produce
the relatively high power main pulses used in the LPP pro-
cess. In this case, 1t may also be advantageous 1n certain
circumstances to use some or all of the main pulse amplifier to
amplily pre-pulses from a pre-pulse seed laser. In this case, 1t
may be desirable to use a pre-pulse wavelength that does not
substantially reduce the amplifier gain for the main-pulse
wavelength. Other factors can effect the selection of wave-
length for the main pulse and pre-pulse. For example, 1t 1s
typically desired to use a main pulse wavelength that waill
produce the greatest amount of energy. Also, when lenses are
used to focus the pulses, the amount of chromatic aberration
that 1s tolerable may atiect the selection of the main pulse and
pre-pulse wavelengths. In addition, the use of dichroic beam
splitters/combiners may also introduce limitations on main
pulse/pre-pulse wavelength selection.

Lastly, other factors, such as the desire to use pre-pulses
having a relatively large pulse rise-time may dictate the type
of pre-pulse seed laser used (e.g. the gain media parameters,
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4

discharge type, optical cavity, etc.). Some types of seed lasers
may only be operated to produce seed laser output pulse

energies within a limited output energy range. For example, a
range ol pulse energies may exist outside of which the laser 1s
unstable 1n that 1t may not be operated to produce consistent,
repeatable laser parameters such as pulse energy. Although an
attenuator may be positioned downstream of a seed laser to
expand its operational range 1n some cases, the use of an
attenuator can cause undesirable complications and may
unnecessarily waste energy. In some cases, a range of pulse
energies may exist outside of which suitable optics such as
metrology detectors may not be available. These limitation of
seed output pulse energy may, 1n turn, aifect the selection of
pre-pulse wavelength needed to produce the desired pre-pulse
target energy at the droplet after amplification, since amplifier
gain 1s dependent on seed pulse wavelength.

With the above mn mind, Applicants disclose a Master

Oscillator-Power Amplifier Drive Laser with Pre-Pulse for
EUV Light Source.

SUMMARY

As disclosed herein, 1n a first aspect, a device 1s disclosed
which may comprise: an optical amplifier having a gain band
including wavelengths A, and A,, with A, =A,; a pre-pulse
seed laser having a tuning module for tuning a pre-pulse
output to wavelength A, ; a main pulse seed laser generating a
laser output having wavelength, A.,; and a beam combiner for
directing the pre-pulse output and the main pulse output on a
common path through the optical amplifier.

In one embodiment, the tuning module may comprise a
grating.

In a particular embodiment, the pre-pulse seed laser and the
main pulse seed laser may have a gain media comprising CO.,
and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines in a common
vibrational branch.

In one implementation, the pre-pulse seed laser and the
main pulse seed laser may have a gain media comprising CO.,,
and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines in different vibra-
tional branches.

In a particular implementation, the pre-pulse seed laser and
the main pulse seed laser may have gain media comprising
CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines in different
vibrational branches and wherein the vibrational branches do
not share a common upper level.

In one arrangement, the pre-pulse seed laser may comprise
a sub-atmospheric, sealed, radio-frequency discharge, CO,
laser.

In another aspect, also disclosed herein, a device for 1rra-
diating a target material to produce Extreme Ultraviolet
(EUV) light may comprise: an optical amplifier having a gain
band including wavelengths A, and A,, with A,;=A,; a pre-
pulse seed laser generating a pre-pulse output having wave-
length, A,, and pulse energy, E,,; a main pulse seed laser
generating a main pulse output having wavelength, A,, and
pulse energy, E, ., with E, <1000xE . ,; and a beam com-
biner for directing the pre-pulse output and the main pulse
output onto a common beam path through the optical ampli-
fier.

In one embodiment of this aspect, the pre-pulse laser may
comprise a tuning module.

In a particular embodiment, the tuming module may com-
prise a grating.

In a particular implementation of this aspect, the pre-pulse
seed laser and the main pulse seed laser may have gain media
comprising CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in the same vibrational branch.




US 8,654,438 B2

S

In a particular implementation, the optical amplifier may
have a gain media comprising CO, and produce a pre-pulse

amplifier output pulse energy, E-»_,1,»- and a main pulse
amplifier output pulse energy, FE with

Errp armPED
Erpunirep” 1OXE pp_sripeD

-

In one implementation of this aspect, E, »<10xE ..

In one particular implementation, the pre-pulse seed laser
may comprise a sub-atmospheric, sealed, radio-frequency
discharge, CO, laser.

In a particular implementation of this aspect, the pre-pulse
seed laser and the main pulse seed laser may have gain media
comprising CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in the different vibrational branches.

In a particular implementation of this aspect, the pre-pulse
seed laser and the main pulse seed laser have gain media
comprising CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in different vibrational branches and the vibrational branches
do not share a common upper level.

In another aspect, also disclosed herein, a device may
comprise: an optical amplifier having a gain media compris-
ing CO,, a pre-pulse seed laser generating a pre-pulse output
to wavelength A, a main pulse seed laser generating a main
pulse output having wavelength, A, with A=A, and A, and
A, correspond to rotational lines 1n the same CO, gain media
vibrational branch; and a beam combiner for directing the
pre-pulse output and the main pulse output on a common path
through the optical amplifier.

In a particular implementation of this aspect, the seed laser
may comprise a tuning module for tuning the pre-pulse output
to wavelength A, .

In one particular implementation of this aspect, the tuning,
module may comprise a grating.

In one implementation of this aspect, the pre-pulse seed
laser may comprise a sub-atmospheric, sealed, radio-fre-
quency discharge, CO, laser.

In a particular implementation of this aspect, the beam
combiner may comprise a dichroic beam combiner and the A,
and A, are separated by at least three rotational lines 1n the
vibrational branch.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a simplified schematic view of a laser-pro-
duced plasma EUYV light source according to an aspect of the
present disclosure;

FI1G. 2 shows a simplified schematic of an embodiment of
a laser source having a pre-pulse seed laser, main pulse seed
laser and common amplifier;

FIG. 3 shows a simplified schematic of another embodi-
ment of a laser source having a pre-pulse seed laser, main
pulse seed laser and common amplifier;

FIG. 4 shows a simplified schematic of another embodi-
ment of a laser source to having a pre-pulse seed laser, main
pulse seed laser and common amplifier;

FIG. § shows a simplified schematic of another embodi-
ment of a laser source having a pre-pulse seed laser, main
pulse seed laser and common amplifier;

FIG. 6 shows a simplified schematic of an embodiment of
a wavelength tunable pre-pulse seed laser;

FI1G. 7 shows a simplified schematic of an embodiment of
a main pulse seed laser;

FIG. 8 shows an example of an operational procedure for
determining an output wavelength, A ., for a pre-pulse seed
laser;

FI1G. 9 shows another example of an operational procedure
for determining an output wavelength, A, for a pre-pulse
seed laser;
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FIG. 10 shows another example of an operational proce-
dure for determining an output wavelength, A, for a pre-

pulse seed laser when a focusing lens i1s used to focus the
amplifier output on a target;

FIG. 11 1illustrates that chromatic aberration may cause
pre-pulse light beam having wavelength A, to focus at a first
location while main pulse light beam having wavelength A,
focuses at a second location which 1s distanced from the first
location by a distance “d”;

FIG. 12 shows a graph of main pulse laser intensity on
target (droplet) plotted against wavelength difference
between pre-pulse and main-pulse (A,,—A,,) for a typical
LPP system having a focusing lens; and

FIGS. 13-16 show TABLES 1-4 which imclude selected
data for rotational lines in the 9R, 10R, 9P and 10P vibrational
branches.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With initial reference to FIG. 1, there 1s shown a simplified,
schematic view of an embodiment of an EUV light source,
¢.g., alaser-produced-plasma BUY light source 20. As shown
in FI1G. 1, the LPP light source 20 may include a system 22 for
generating light and delivering the light into a chamber 26.
For the source 20, light may travel along one or more beam
paths from the system 22 and into the chamber 26 to 1llumi-
nate a respective target droplet at an irradiation region 28.
Examples of laser arrangements that may be suitable for use
in the system 22 shown 1n FIG. 1 are described in more detail
below.

As Turther shown 1n FI1G. 1, the EUV light source 20 may
also include a target material delivery system 24, e.g., deliv-
ering droplets of a target material into the interior of a cham-
ber 26 to the wrradiation region 28, where the droplets will
interact with one or more light pulses, e.g., zero, one or more
pre-pulses and thereaiter one or more main pulses, to ulti-
mately produce plasma and generate an EUV emission. More
details regarding various droplet dispenser configurations

and their relative advantages may be found 1 U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/721,317, filed on Mar. 10, 2010,

entitted LASER PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT
SOURCE, U.S. Ser. No. 12/214,736, filed on Jun. 19, 2008,
entitled SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR TARGET
MATERIAL DELIVERY IN A LASER PRODUCED
PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE, U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/827,803, filed on Jul. 13, 2007, entitled LASER
PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE HAVING A
DROPLET STREAM PRODUCED USING A MODU-
LATED DISTURBANCE WAVE, U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/358,988, filed on Feb. 21, 2006, entitled LASER
PRODUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE WITH
PRE-PULSE, and published on Nov. 16, 2006 as US2006/
0255298A-1; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/067,124,
filed on Feb. 25, 2005, entitled METHOD AND APPARA -
TUS FOR EUV PLASMA SOURCE TARGET DELIVERY,
now U.S. Pat. No. 7,405,416, 1ssued on Jul. 29, 2008; and
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/174,443, filed on Jun. 29,
20035, entitled LPP EUV PLASMA SOURCE MATERIAL
TARGET DELIVERY SYSTEM, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,372,
056, 1ssued on May 13, 2008; the contents of each of which
are hereby incorporated by reference.

The target material may include, but is not necessarily
limited to, a material that includes tin, lithium, xenon or
combinations thereof. The EUV emitting element, e.g., tin,
lithium, xenon, etc., may be 1n the form of liquid droplets
and/or solid particles contained within liquid droplets. For
example, the element tin may be used as pure tin, as a tin
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compound, e.g., SnBr,, SnBr,, SnH,, as a tin alloy, e.g.,
tin-galllum alloys, tin-indium alloys, tin-indium-gallium
alloys, or a combination thereof. Depending on the material
used, the target material may be presented to the 1rradiation
region 28 at various temperatures including room tempera-
ture or near room temperature (e.g., tin alloys, SnBr, ), at an
clevated temperature, (e.g., pure tin) or at temperatures below
room temperature, (e.g., SnH,), and 1n some cases, can be
relatively volatile, e.g., SnBr,. More details concerning the
use of these materials in an LPP EUV light source 1s provided
in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/406,216, filed on Apr.
17, 2006, enfitled ALTERNATIVE FUELS FOR EUV
LIGHT SOURCE, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,465,946, 1ssued on
Dec. 16, 2008, the contents of which are hereby incorporated
by reference herein.

Continuing with FIG. 1, the EUV light source 20 may also
include an optic 30 such as a near-normal 1ncidence collector
mirror having a retflective surface in the form of a prolate
spheroid (1.e., an ellipse rotated about 1ts major axis) having,
¢.g., a graded multi-layer coating with alternating layers of
Molybdenum and Silicon, and 1n some cases, one or more
high temperature diflusion barrier layers, smoothing layers,
capping layers and/or etch stop layers. FIG. 1 shows that the
optic 30 may be formed with an aperture to allow the light
pulses generated by the system 22 to pass through and reach
the irradiation region 28. As shown, the optic 30 may be, e.g.,
a prolate spheroid mirror that has a first focus within or near
the wrradiation region 28 and a second focus at a so-called
intermediate region 40, where the EUV light may be output
from the EUV light source 20 and input to a device utilizing
EUV light, e.g., an imtegrated circuit lithography tool (not
shown). It 1s to be appreciated that other optics may beused in
place of the prolate spheroid mirror for collecting and direct-
ing light to an intermediate location for subsequent delivery
to a device utilizing EUV light, for example, the optic may be
a parabola rotated about its major axis or may be configured
to deliver a beam having a ring-shaped cross-section to an
intermediate location, see e.g., U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 11/505,177, filed on Aug. 16, 2006, entitled EUV
OPTICS, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by
reference.

FIG. 1 also shows that the source 20 may include a beam
conditioning unit 42 having one or more optics for expanding,
steering, pulse shaping and/or shaping the beam between the
system 22 and a focusing unit 46. An optical 1solator (not
shown) may also be provided to protect the system 22. Further
details regarding beam conditioning are provided in U.S.

patent application Ser. No. 10/803,526, filed on Mar. 17,
2004, entitled A HIGH REPETITION RATE LASER PRO-
DUCED PLASMA EUV LIGHT SOURCE, now U.S. Pat.
No. 7,087,914, 1ssued on Aug. 8, 2006; U.S. Ser. No. 10/900,
839 filed on Jul. 27, 2004, entitled EUV LIGHT SOURCE,
now U.S. Pat. No. 7,164,144, 1ssued on Jan. 16, 2007, and
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/638,092, filed on Dec. 15,
2009, entitled BEAM TRANSPORT SYSTEM FOR
EXTREME ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT SOURCE, the contents
of each of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

For the source 22, the focusing unit 46 may include one or
more optics for focusing a beam to a focal spot at the 1rradia-
tion site. For example, the focusing unit may include one or
more mirrors, lenses, achromats such as an achromatic dou-
blet or combinations thereof.

As used herein, the term “optic” and 1ts derivatives
includes, but 1s not necessarily limited to, one or more com-
ponents which reflect and/or transmit and/or operate on 1nci-
dent light and includes, but 1s not limited to, one or more
lenses, windows, filters, wedges, prisms, grisms, gradings,
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transmission fibers, etalons, diffusers, homogenizers, detec-
tors and other instrument components, apertures, axicons and
mirrors including multi-layer mirrors, near-normal incidence
mirrors, grazing incidence mirrors, specular retlectors, dif-
fuse reflectors and combinations thereof. Moreover, unless
otherwise specified, neither the term “optic” nor its deriva-
tives, as used herein, are meant to be limited to components
which operate solely or to advantage within one or more
specific wavelength range(s) such as at the EUV output light
wavelength, the 1rradiation laser wavelength, a wavelength
suitable for metrology or some other wavelength.

FIG. 2 shows an example of a laser source 22 for use 1n the
light source 20 shown 1n FIG. 1. As shown 1n FIG. 2, the laser
source 22 may include a pre-pulse seed laser 50 producing an
output that 1s directed onto a beam path 52 through common
amplifier 54 and a main pulse seed laser 56 producing an
output that 1s directed onto a beam path 58 through common
amplifier 54. In some cases, an optical 1solator (not shown)
may be provided between the amplifier and seed lasers to
protect the seed lasers.

FIG. 3 shows another example of a laser source 22' for use
in the light source 20 shown 1n FIG. 1. As shown in FIG. 3, the
laser source 22' may include a pre-pulse seed laser 30 pro-
ducing an output that 1s directed onto a common beam path
52' after reflection from optic 60 and through common ampli-
fier 54 and a main pulse seed laser 56 producing an output that
1s directed through optic 60 onto common beam path 58 and
through common amplifier 54. For the arrangement shown 1n
FIG. 3, the optic 60 may be a dichroic beam combiner, polar-
ization discriminating beam combiner or partially reflecting
beam combiner. It 1s to be appreciated that the arrangement
may be modified such that the pre-pulse seed laser output 1s
transmitted through the optic 60 and the main pulse seed laser
output 1s reflected by the optic 60.

FIG. 4 shows another example of a laser source 22" for use
in the light source 20 shown 1n FIG. 1. As shown in FIG. 4, the
laser source 22" may i1nclude a pre-pulse seed laser 50 pro-
ducing an output that 1s directed onto a common beam path
52' after reflection from optic 60 and through common ampli-
fier 54' and a main pulse seed laser 56 producing an output
that 1s directed through optic 60 onto common beam path 52
and through common amplifier 54'. As further shown, ampli-
fier 54' may have two (or more) amplification units 62, 64,
cach having a chamber with its own active media and excita-
tion source, e¢.g. pumping eclectrodes. For the arrangement
shown 1n FIG. 3, the optic 60 may be a dichroic beam com-
biner, polarization discriminating beam combiner or partially
reflecting beam combiner. It 1s to be appreciated that the
arrangement may be modified such that the pre-pulse seed
laser output 1s transmitted through the optic 60 and the main
pulse seed laser output 1s reflected by the optic 60.

FIG. 5 shows another example of a laser source 22" for use
in the light source 20 shown 1n FIG. 1. As shown in FIG. 5, the
laser source 22" may include an amplifier 54" having two (or
more) amplification units 62', 64', ecach having 1ts own active
media and excitation source, e.g. pumping electrodes. As
further shown, a pre-pulse seed laser 50 may be provided
producing an output that 1s directed onto a common beam
path 58' after reflection from optic 60' and through common
amplification unit 64'. FIG. 5§ also shows that a main pulse
seed laser 56 may be provided producing an output that 1s
directed through amplification unit 64' and then through optic
60' onto common beam path 38' and through common ampli-
fier 34'. For the arrangement shown 1n FIG. 3, the optic 60
may be a dichroic beam combiner, polarization discriminat-
ing beam combiner or partially reflecting beam combiner. It 1s
to be appreciated that the arrangement may be modified such
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that the pre-pulse seed laser output 1s transmitted through the
optic 60' and the main pulse seed laser output 1s retlected by
the optic 60'. It 1s to be further appreciated that more than one
amplification unit may be positioned between the optic 60
and main pulse seed laser 56 and/or more than one shared
amplification unit may be positioned on common beam path
58' to amplity both the pre-pulse seed laser output and the
output of the amplification unit 62'.

FIG. 6 shows a simplified schematic of an embodiment of
a wavelength tunable pre-pulse seed laser 50. As shown, the
pre-pulse seed laser 50 may 1include an optical cavity defined
by a grating 70, output coupler 72, mirrors 74a,b and beam
path 76. As further shown, beam path 76 may pass through
active media 78. For the arrangement, the output coupler may
be a partially retlective optic and the grating 70 may be a
blazed, eschelle type grating disposed 1n a Littrow arrange-
ment relative to the incident beam. For the pre-pulse seed
laser 50, an actuator 80 may be provided to rotate the grating
70 and change the center wavelength of the pre-pulse seed
laser output. For example, the actuator may include a stepper
motor, piezoelectric element/stack or a combination stepper
motor/piezoelectric. Other actuator designs are possible. It 1s
to be appreciated that other arrangements may be substituted
tor the grating 1n Littrow configuration such as a prism/mirror
arrangement, an intra-cavity etalon or a grating/mirror coms-
bination.

FIG. 6 further shows that an optic 81 such as a partially
reflective beam splitter or pickoil mirror may be provided to
direct a diagnostic portion of the pre-pulse seed laser output
beam to a detector 82. The detector 82 may output a signal
indicative of center wavelength to a control circuit 84, which
may, 1n turn, may generate a control signal to drive the actua-
tor 80. FIG. 6 further shows that a switch 86 such as an
acousto-optic modulation (AOM) switch may be provided to
control the quality, Q, of the optical cavity and provide a
pulsed laser output at pulse repetition rates in the range of
20-150 khz.

In one setup, the pre-pulse seed laser 50 may be a CO, laser
having a sealed gas including CO, at sub-atmospheric pres-
sure, e.g. 0.05-0.2 atm, that 1s pumped by a radio-frequency
discharge. With this arrangement, the grating may rotated to
tune the pre-pulse seed laser 50 to one of the rotational lines
shown 1n Tables 1-4.

The tunable seed laser embodiment shown 1n FIG. 6 may
also be used as the main-pulse seed laser 56 1n the arrange-
ment shown 1 FIGS. 2-5 or the more simplified laser 56
embodiment shown 1n FIG. 7 may be used. As shown there,
the main pulse seed laser 56 may include an optical cavity
defined by a fully retlective rear mirror 90, output coupler 92,
mirrors 94a,b and beam path 96. As further shown, beam path
96 may pass through active media 98. For the arrangement,
the output coupler 92 may be a partially retlective optic. FIG.
7 turther shows that a switch 96 such as an acousto-optic
modulation (AOM) switch may be provided to control the
quality, QQ, of the optical cavity and provide a pulsed laser
output at pulse repetition rates 1n the range of 20-150 khz.

In one setup, the main pulse seed laser 36 may be a CO,
laser having a sealed gas including CO, at sub-atmospheric
pressure, e.g. 0.05-0.2 atm, that 1s pumped by a radio-ire-
quency discharge. With this arrangement, the main pulse seed
laser may seli-tune to one of the dominant lines such as the
10P(20) line having wavelength 10.5910352 (see Tables 1-4).
In some instances, an actuator (not shown) may be provided
to move the rear mirror 90 to prevent mode-hopping.

Referring back to FIGS. 2-5, it can be seen that each
arrangement includes an amplifier 54, 54', 54", having one or
more amplification umts 54, 62, 64, 62', 64'. For the case
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where the pre-pulse seed laser 50 and main pulse seed laser 56
include active media including CO, described above, suitable
lasers for use as amplification units 54, 62, 64, 62', 64' may
include an active media containing CO, gas that 1s pumped by
DC or RF excitation. In one particular implementation, the
amplifier may include a plurality, such as three or four, axial-
flow, RF-pumped (continuous or with pulse modulation) CO,,
amplification units having a total gain length of about 10-25
meters, and operating, 1n concert, at relatively high power,
c.g., 10 kW or higher. Other types of amplification units
having fiber, rod, slab or disk-shaped active media may be
used. In some cases, a solid active media may be employed.

FIG. 8 shows an example of an operational procedure for
determining an output wavelength, A, for a pre-pulse seed
laser (although FIG. 8 shows an arrangement of steps 1n a
particular order, 1t 1s to be appreciated that the order of some
or all of the steps may be modified without adversely affect-
ing the outcome of the procedure). With this 1n mind, the
procedure may begin by first selecting a main pulse wave-
length, A,,», [box 200]. For example, as indicated above, 1t
may be convenient to use a main pulse seed laser that can
generate high-power when passed through an amplifier and
that self-tunes to a dominant wavelength, such as 10P(20)
line, obviating the need for a seed laser tuning mechanism.
With A, selected, the amplifier gain, G(A,,») needed to
produce a desired main-pulse energy at the target, e.g. drop-
let, may be established. This, in turn, determines the small
signal gain band for the amplifier, and in particular, the
expected amplifier gain, G, for each pre-pulse seed laser
wavelength.

Tables 1-4 (shown 1n FIGS. 13-16) show estimated small
signal gain coellicient values, g_, for selected CO, rotational
lines. More specifically, Tables 1-4 show wavelengths for
rotational lines 1n the 9R vibrational branch, 10R vibrational
branch, 9P vibrational branch and 10P vibrational branch,
respectively, together with published output power for each
rotational line for a typical CO, laser. From these data, power,
P, relative to the power of a wavelength with a known ampli-
fier small signal gain, (SSG), suchas 10P(20), P, 55, may be
calculated (seee.g. Table 1; column 4) for each rotational line.
Table 1 also shows that the small signal gain relative to a
selected line, 1n this case the (10P20) line, may be calculated
(column 5) using a Rigrod analysis as:

I{Jufmsatx [zgol‘cavfry_ lﬂ(l/R IRE)]

where L_,, ... 1s the optical cavity length and R, and R, are the
mirror reflectivities for the typical CO, laser. Specifically,
noting that I=P/A where I 1s intensity and A 1s the area of the
output beam, the relative gain (1.e. ratio of I, _.iocre ie 10
Io.s.10720) shown in column 5 ot Tables 1-4 may be calculated
from the relative power (column 4 of Tables 1-4) as follows:

I 23’ O selected line L«:avfl‘y -
In(1/R; R»)
0 280,10P20 Legviry — |

1H(1/R1 Rz)

Ism‘,se.!ecred line X

Iom,seiﬂrfd line

Lour.10P20

Lsar.10P20 X

ASSumiIlg thﬂt Isar,sefecred Zfﬂe/lsar,lDPED iS approximately
one, the expression above can then be solved to find
2, selected 1me 10T €ach line since 1s 1t assumed that g, ;5 18
known. With this small signal gain coellicient, g_, the ampli-
fier gain, GG, can be calculated using the expression;

G=explg.L/



US 8,654,438 B2

11

where L 1s the length of the amplifier gain media. The above
analysis assumes that the general shape of the small signal
gain band for different types of CO, lasers 1s approximately
the same. An alternative approach may involve measuring the
small signal gain coefficient, g_ for particular lines of interest
in the specific amplifier being used.

Continuing with FIG. 8, 1t can be seen that a next proce-
dural step may include determiming the desired pre-pulse
energy at the source material target (e.g. droplet) [box 202].
For example, a desired main pulse energy at target may be 1n
the range of about 300-700 mJ and desired pre-pulse energy at
target may be 1n the range of about 6-12 mJ for a tin droplet
having a diameter 1n the range of about 10-100 um. It 1s to be
appreciated that these desired energies may be adjusted for a
variety ol factors such as the size of the target material droplet
and corresponding pre-pulse and main pulse focal spot size,
the level of accuracy that 1s achievable in targeting the droplet
with the pre-pulse, the delay between pre-pulse and main
pulse, the pre-pulse and main-pulse pulse durations, the pre-
pulse wavelength, the desired level of EUV output energy,
desired conversion etficiency (CE) and desired retlectivity of
the pre-pulsed (puiied) plasma.

Next, as shown 1n FIG. 8 [box 204], it may be suitable to
determine an operating range for the particular type pre-pulse
seed laser that will be employed. Specifically, this may entail
determining the range of output pulse energies that can be
achieved after considering laser component limitation and/or
stable laser operation. It 1s to be appreciated that a number of
factors may intfluence the type pre-pulse seed laser including
cost, complexity, efficiency, reliability, laser pulse parameters
such as rise time, duration, etc. In some configurations, the
pre-pulse seed laser 50 described above with reference to
FIG. 6 may have a pulse energy output operating range of
about 0.01-1000 ulJ. Some arrangements may be further lim-
ited to a pulse energy output range of about 0.1 to 100 ul.
Depending on the type of seed laser used, there may be other
limitations on seed-laser pulse energy output.

Boxes [208]-[216] suggest a trial and error approach to
selecting the pre-pulse wavelength A, once the amplifier(s)
has been optimized for maximum energy extraction for main-
pulse amplification and pre-pulse operating range have been
established. As shown, this may involve selecting an initial
pre-pulse A for analysis [box 208], estimating the amplifier
small signal gain coellicient g_ and amplifier gain, G for the
selected A [box 210] using the approach described above with
reference to Tables 1-4. Next, the pre-pulse seed output pulse
energy E ., ..., Decessary to obtain desired pre-pulse pulse
energy at target E-»-_+, » =7 Can be calculated [box 210] as;

L PP-SEED =L PP-TARGE T’/ G

and compared to the output pulse energy operating range for
the pre-pulse laser [decision box 212]. If the selected pre-
pulse seed output pulse energy E .-~ 15 within the output
pulse energy operating range [box 214], the selected pre-
pulse, A, 1s suitable. On the other hand, 11 the selected pre-
pulse seed output pulse energy E .. »_ ..., 1S Outside the output
pulse energy operating range, the selected pre-pulse, A, 1s
unsuitable and another pre-pulse wavelength 1s analyzed [box
216] by re-performing boxes [208], [210] and [212]. This
process 1s then repeated, as necessary, until a suitable pre-
pulse wavelength 1s obtained.

The following example 1llustrates the procedure described
above for an amplifier having four amplification units. In
some arrangements, the amplification units may differ in gain
length, gas composition, gas pressure, etc., and thus may have
different small signal gain coefficients, g and saturation ener-
gies, B ., see for example U.S. patent application Ser. No.

— 52l
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11/452,538 filed on Jun. 14, 2006, entitled DRIVE LASER
FOR EUV LIGHT SOURCE, the contents of which are
hereby incorporated by reference. For this example, a main-
pulse wavelength, A, of 10.5910352 um corresponding to
the 10P(20) line and selected and main-pulse target energy of
500 mJ 1s specified. With these selections, the gain curves can
be measured and the Frantz-Nodvik fit parameters G, and E__
can be calculated for each of the four amplification unaits,
since 1t 1s assumed that one or more of the amplification units
will be saturated by the main-pulse. Working backward from
the target, the required input energies for the fourth, third,
second and then first amplification unit can be calculated
using Frantz-Nodvik {it parameters G,and E__ . For example,
in one arrangement of an amplifier having four rf discharge,
axial flow amplification units of total length 16 m, the input
required at the first amplification unit (1.e. the main-pulse
seed laser output) was calculated to be 20 ul. The calculated
Frantz-Nodvik {it parameters G, for each amplification unit
can also be added to obtain the total small signal gain, G(A,,»)
for the amplifier at the selected main-pulse wavelength A, .
Once the small signal amplifier gain G(A, ) for the main-
pulse 1s determined, portions or all of the amplifier small
signal gain band can be estimated using the procedure pro-
vided above in conjunction with the description of Table 1.
Continuing with the specific example of an amplifier having
tour rf discharge, axial flow amplification units of total length
16 m, a total small signal gain, G(A,,») was calculated to be
about 6.926x10".

Also, Tor this example, a pre-pulse at target energy of 10 mJ
1s specified and a pulse energy output operating range of
0.01-1000 nl 1s set. Using the procedure shown in FIG. 8, an
initial pre-pulse A of 9.2824434 um corresponding to line
9R(18) may be selected. As shown 1n Table 1 the estimated
small signal gain coelficient of 1.064936811 can be used to
calculate the small signal gain, SSG (A) in the amplifier of
2.47 E 07. With this small signal gain, 1t can be seen that the
pre-pulse seed energy required to produce a target energy of
10 mJ 1s about 4 E-04 ulJ, which 1s outside the pulse energy
output operating range of 0.01-1000 pl. Accordingly, per
FIG. 8, another pre-pulse A 1s selected. For example, pre-
pulse A 01 9.3417579 um corresponding to line 9R(8) may be
selected. As shown 1n Table 1 the estimated small signal gain
coellicient 01 0.661695687 can be used to calculate the small
signal gain, SSG (A) 1n the amplifier of 3,962 E 04. With this
small signal gain, 1t can be seen that the pre-pulse seed energy
required to produce a target energy of 10 mlJ 1s about 2.5 E 01
wJ which 1s within the pulse energy output operating range of
0.01-1000 pJ.

FIG. 9 shows another example of an operational procedure
for determining an output wavelength, A ., for a pre-pulse
seed laser (although FIG. 9 shows an arrangement of steps 1n
a particular order, 1t1s to be appreciated that the order of some
or all of the steps may be modified without adversely atfect-
ing the outcome of the procedure). The operational procedure
shown 1 FIG. 9 may be used alone to determine an output
wavelength, A, for a pre-pulse seed laser, or may be used
together with the procedure of FIG. 8. For example, when a
plurality of pre-pulse wavelengths have been found to be
acceptable using the procedure 1n FIG. 8, these wavelengths
may then be further processed with the procedure of FIG. 9 to
determine a pre-pulse wavelength which 1s suitable under
both procedures.

The procedure of FIG. 9 may begin by first selecting a
desired main-pulse energy at the target [box 300] and a main
pulse wavelength, A, ,», [box 302]. For example, as indicated
above, 1t may be convenient to use a main pulse seed laser that
can generate high-power when passed through an amplifier
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and that self-tunes to a dominant wavelength, such as 10P(20)
line, obviating the need for a seed laser tuning mechanism.
With A, - selected, the main pulse seed output and amplifier
gain, G(A,») needed to produce a desired main-pulse energy
at the target, e.g. droplet, may be established [box 304]. This,
as described above, allows estimation of the small signal gain
band for the amplifier, and 1n particular, the expected ampli-
fier gain, G, for each pre-pulse seed laser wavelength.

Continuing with FIG. 9, 1t can be seen that a next proce-
dural step may include determiming the desired pre-pulse
energy at the source material target (e.g. droplet) [box 306].
For example, a desired main pulse energy at target may be 1n
the range of about 300-700 mJ and desired pre-pulse energy at
target may be 1n the range of about 6-12 mJ for a tin droplet
having a diameter 1n the range of about 10-100 um. As
described above, the desired target energies may be adjusted
for a variety of factors.

Next, as shown [box 308] in FIG. 9, it may be suitable to
determine an acceptable ratio of pre-pulse laser output pulse
energy to main pulse laser output pulse energy. In some cases,
adherence to an acceptable ratio may provide that the pre-
pulse seed output does not substantially deplete the amplifier
gain of the main pulse wavelength.

For example, an acceptable ratio of pre-pulse laser output
pulse energy to main pulse laser output pulse energy E,./
E, »<1000 and in some cases, an acceptable ratio ol pre-pulse
laser output pulse energy to main pulse laser output pulse
energy may be more tightly defined such as E,../E, .<10.
Also, for these ratios, it 1s contemplated that the pre-pulse
amplifier output pulse energy, E,.-_ 1,z 15 less than the
main pulse amplifier output pulse energy E,,~ ,1»=r bY an
order of magmitude ormore,1.€. By~ 1,7 10XE o5 14 prm.

Continuing with the procedure of FIG. 9, Boxes [310]-
[320] suggest a trial and error approach to selecting the pre-
pulse wavelength A ., once the amplifier gain band and
acceptable ratio ol pre-pulse laser output pulse energy to main
pulse laser output pulse energy have been established. As
shown, this may mvolve selecting an 1nitial pre-pulse A for
analysis [box 310], estimating the amplifier small signal gain
coefficient g_ and amplifier gain, G for the selected A [box
312] using the approach described above with reference to
Tables 1-4. Next, the pre-pulse seed output pulse energy
E .- <rrr nNecessary to obtain desired pre-pulse pulse energy

at target E .- ,~~~7Can be calculated [box 314] as:

L PP-SERED =L PP-TARGE T’/ G

With the pre-pulse seed output pulse energy calculated
[Box 314] and the main pulse seed energy calculated [Box
304] their ratio can be determined and compared to accept-
able ratio of pre-pulse laser output pulse energy to main pulse
laser output pulse energy [Box 316].

If the ratio 1s within the acceptable range [box 318], the
selected pre-pulse, A, 1s suitable. On the other hand, if the
rat1o 1s outside the acceptable range, the selected pre-pulse, A,
1s unsuitable and another pre-pulse wavelength 1s analyzed
[box 320] by re-performing boxes [312], [314] and [316].
This process 1s then repeated, as necessary, until a suitable
pre-pulse wavelength 1s obtained.

As an alternative to the procedure of FIG. 9, a minimum
pre-pulse seed energy may be identified such that main-pulse
gain depletion 1s acceptable. The mimmum pre-pulse seed
energy may then be substituted for the acceptable ratio of
pre-pulse laser output pulse energy to main pulse laser output
pulse energy 1n the procedure of FIG. 9.

Another factor that may be considered 1n conjunction with
FIGS. 8, 9 or their combination, 1s the effect on gain depletion
that occurs when the pre-pulse wavelength and main pulse
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wavelength share a common upper energy level. When this
happens, main pulse gain depletion due to pre-pulse amplifi-
cationis generally higher than when the pre-pulse wavelength
and main pulse wavelength do not share a common upper
energy level. For the CO, laser, all rotational lines 1in the 9R
vibrational branch and all rotational lines 1n the 10R vibra-
tional branch share a common upper level. Also, all rotational
lines 1n the 9P vibrational branch and all rotational lines 1n the
10P vibrational branch share a common upper level.

Another factor that may be considered when selecting
main pulse and pre-pulse wavelengths 1s the use of dichroic
splitters and combiners. In this regard, a minimum wave-
length difference such as about 0.14 um may be required
between the main pulse and pre-pulse wavelength to obtain
>90% of combining elliciency by the dichroic optic.

FIG. 10 shows another example of an operational proce-
dure for determining an output wavelength, A ., for a pre-
pulse seed laser when a focusing lens i1s used to focus the
amplifier output on a target, e.g. droplet (although FIG. 10
shows an arrangement of steps 1n a particular order, 1t 1s to be
appreciated that the order of some or all of the steps may be
modified without adversely aifecting the outcome of the pro-
cedure). The operational procedure shown 1n FIG. 10 may be
used alone to determine an output wavelength, A, for a
pre-pulse seed laser, or may be used together with the proce-
dures of FIG. 8 or FIG. 9, or both. In addition, the factors
described immediately above may be considered in the selec-
tion of a suitable pre-pulse wavelength, A ..

The procedure of FIG. 10 may begin by first selecting a
main pulse wavelength, A, ., [box 400]. For example, as
indicated above, 1t may be convenient to use a main pulse seed
laser that can generate high-power when passed through an
amplifier and that self-tunes to a dominant wavelength, such
as 10P(20) line, obviating the need for a seed laser tuning
mechanism. Cross-referencing FIGS. 10 and 11, 1t can be
seen that with A, » selected, an acceptable focal spot spacing,
Asecepranie PEIWEEN main pulse and pre-pulse due to chromatic
aberration by focusing optic 46 may be determined [Box
402]. For the arrangement shown 1n FIG. 11, focusing optic
46 may include at least one lens or other element which
introduces chromatic aberration. As shown in FIG. 11, chro-
matic aberration may cause pre-pulse light beam 500 having
wavelength A, to Tocus at location 502 along droplet path 504
while main pulse light beam 506 having wavelength A,
focuses at location 508 which 1s distanced from location 502
by “d”.

Outside of an acceptable spacing, “d” EUV output may be
reduced due to a decrease of main-pulse intensity on the
source material. F1IG. 12 shows a graph of main pulse inten-
sity a droplet plotted against wavelength difference between
pre-pulse and main-pulse (A, ,,—Ar5) Tor a typical LPP sys-
tem having a ZnSe focusing lens with clear aperture o 96 mm
and focal length of 300 mm. From FIG. 12, it can be seen that
normalized CO2 intensity on target drops to 0.8 fora A, ,-A -
of about 0.1 um. Another suitable range for A, ,~-A -, may be
about 0.2 um where normalized CO2 output intensity drops to
0.5. Drop 1n the CO2 intensity will reduce the EUV through-
put with lower CE due to a lower than optimal CO2 1intensity
on target. Also a larger focal spot size also indicates poor
energy coupling from laser to target material. Both results
from chromatic dispersion are undesirable for EUV power
generation. In some 1nstances, the selected distance,
dccopranie» MY depend on the pre-plasma expansion speed,
optimal delay between prepulse and main pulse, and the
intensity of prepulse and main pulse.

Referring back to FIG. 10, once an acceptable focal spot
spacing, d between main pulse and pre-pulse due to

acceptablie
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chromatic aberration 1s determined, boxes [404]-[412] sug-
gest a trial and error approach to selecting the pre-pulse
wavelength A,,. As shown, this may involve selecting an
initial pre-pulse A for analysis [box 404 ], Next, the focal spot
spacing, d between main pulse and pre-pulse due to

caloulated

chromatic aberration of focusing lens may be calculated [Box
406]. If d <d [Box 408] the selected pre-

calculated— Yacceptable
pulse, A, 1s suitable [Bpox 410]. On the other hand, 1f
desicntated” Qaccepianier the selected pre-pulse, A, 1s unsuitable
and another pre-pulse wavelength 1s analyzed [box 412] by
re-performing boxes [406] and [408]. This process 1s then
repeated, as necessary, until a suitable pre-pulse wavelength
1s obtained.

It will be understood by those skilled in the art that the
embodiments described above are intended to be examples
only and are not intended to limit the scope of the subject
matter which 1s broadly contemplated by the present applica-
tion. It 1s to be appreciated by those skilled 1n the art that
additions, deletions and modifications may be made to the
disclosed embodiments within the scope of the subject matter
disclosed herein. The appended claims are intended 1n scope
and meaning to cover not only the disclosed embodiments but
also such equivalents and other modifications and changes
that would be apparent to those skilled 1n the art. Unless
explicitly stated otherwise, reference to an element 1n the
tollowing Claims 1n the singular or a reference to an element

preceded by the article *“a” 1

1s intended to mean “one or more”
of said element(s). None of the disclosure provided herein 1s
intended to be dedicated to the public regardless of whether
the disclosure 1s explicitly recited in the Claims.

We claim:

1. A device comprising:

an optical amplifier having a gain band including wave-
lengths A, and A, with A, =A;

a pre-pulse seed laser having a tuning module for tuning a
pre-pulse output to wavelength A ;

a main pulse seed laser generating a laser output having
wavelength, A,, wherein at least one of said pre-pulse
seed laser and said main pulse seed laser has a gain
medium comprising CO,; and

a beam combiner for directing the pre-pulse output and the
main pulse output on a common path through the optical
amplifier.

2. A device as recited in claim 1 wherein the tuning module

comprises a grating.

3. A device as recited 1 claim 1 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser and said main pulse seed laser have gain media
comprising CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in a common vibrational branch.

4. A device as recited 1 claim 1 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser and said main pulse seed laser have gain media
comprlsmg CO.,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in different vibrational branches

5. A device as recited in claim 1 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser and said main pulse seed laser have gain media
comprising CO,, and A; and A, correspond to rotational lines
in different vibrational branches and wherein said vibrational
branches do not share a common upper level.

6. A device as recited 1n claim 1 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser comprises a sub-atmospheric, sealed, radio-ire-
quency discharge, CO.,, laser.
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7. A device for irradiating a target material to produce
Extreme Ultraviolet (EUV) light, the device comprising;:

an optical amplifier having a gain band including wave-

lengths A, and A,, with A =A;

a pre-pulse seed laser generating a pre-pulse output having,

wavelength A, and pulse energy, E .

a main pulse seed laser generating a main pulse output
having wavelength, A, and pulse energy, E, ., with
E, »<1000xE . ,; and

a beam combiner for directing the pre-pulse output and the

main pulse output onto a common beam path through the
optical amplifier.

8. A device recited 1n claim 7 wherein the pre-pulse laser
comprises a tuning module.

9. A device recited 1n claim 8 wherein the tuning module
comprises a grating.

10. A device as recited i claim 7 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser and said main pulse seed laser have gain media
comprising CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in a common vibrational branch.

11. A device as recited 1n claim 7 whereimn said optical
amplifier has a gain media comprising CO, and produces a
pre-pulse amplifier output pulse energy, EPP e and a

main pulse amplifier output pulse energy,

Erp-anspep With

EMP—AMPED:?l OXEPP—@MPJ:‘TD' ‘ o
12. A device as recited in claim 7 wherein F

E,, »<10xE ..

13. A device as recited 1n claim 7 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser comprises a sub-atmospheric, sealed, radio-ire-
quency discharge, CO, laser.

14. A device as recited i claim 7 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser and said main pulse seed laser have gain media
Comprlsmg CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in different vibrational branches

15. A device as recited 1n claim 7 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser and said main pulse seed laser have gain media
comprising CO,, and A, and A, correspond to rotational lines
in different vibrational branches and wherein said vibrational
branches do not share a common upper level.

16. A device comprising:

an optical amplifier having a gain media comprising CO.,

a pre-pulse seed laser generating a pre-pulse output having,
wavelength A,

a main pulse seed laser generating a main pulse output
having wavelength, A.,, with A=A, and A, and A, cor-
respond to rotational lines in a same CO, gain media
vibrational branch; and

a beam combiner for directing the pre-pulse output and the
main pulse output on a common path through the optical
amplifier.

17. A device recited 1n claim 16 wherein the seed laser
comprises a tuning module for tuning the pre-pulse output to
wavelength A, .

18. A devicerecited 1n claim 17 wherein the tuning module
comprises a grating.

19. A device as recited 1n claim 16 wherein said pre-pulse
seed laser comprises a sub-atmospheric, sealed, radio-ire-
quency discharge, CO, laser.

20. A device as recited 1n claim 16 wherein said beam
combiner comprises a dichroic beam combiner and said A,
and said A, are separated by at least three rotational lines 1n
said vibrational branch.
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