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(57) ABSTRACT

A light emitting element drive apparatus capable of always
outputting the lowest voltage satistying the drive conditions
and having a high light emitting efficiency and a low power
loss, and a portable apparatus using the same, comprising an
LED dnive apparatus 10 to which LEDs 20-1 to 20-z of
different drive voltages required for emitting light are con-
nected 1n parallel and driving one or more LEDs, wherein the
LED drive apparatus 10 has drive circuits 13-1 to 13-z con-
nected to the corresponding LEDs among a plurality of LEDs
and driving the corresponding LEDs with luminances based
on set values and power supply circuits 14 and 15 for deciding
a drive voltage value required for the highest light emission
among one or more LEDs driven to emit light based on drive
states of drive circuits (for example terminal voltages of the
current source) and supplying a drive voltage having at least
the decided value to a plurality of LEDs 1n parallel.
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LIGHT EMITTING ELEMENT DRIVE
APPARATUS AND PORTABLE APPARATUS
USING SAME

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This 1s a Continuation Application of the patent application
Ser. No. 10/512,982, having a 371 date of Oct. 29, 2004, now

U.S. Pat. No. 7,365,718, which 1s based on a National Stage
Application of PCT/JP03/06735, filed May 29, 2003, which
in turn claims priority from Japanese Application No.: 2002-
160336, filed on May 31, 2002, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present mvention relates to a light emitting element
drive apparatus for driving a plurality of light emitting ele-
ments of different drive voltages and a portable apparatus
using the same.

BACKGROUND ART

A portable apparatus, such as a mobile phone, 1s provided
with light emitting diodes (heremaiter described as LEDs) as
a plurality of light emitting elements of different light emis-
s10n colors for emitting light as backlight of an image display
comprised of, for example, a liquid crystal device (LCD) or
displaying an incoming call etc.

Current portable apparatuses are generally provided with
red (R) LEDs, green (G) LEDs, blue (B) LEDs, and white
LEDs.

These various types of LEDs have different forward volt-
ages (VI1). For example, the forward voltage Vir of the red
LEDs 1s set at approximately 2.0V, the forward voltages Vig
and Vib of the green and blue LEDs are set at approximately
3V, and the forward voltage Viw of the white LEDs 1s set at
approximately 3.5V,

Portable apparatuses mounting various types of LEDs hav-
ing different forward voltages 1n this way have a LED drive
apparatus for driving these LEDs.

The output voltage in this LED dnive apparatus is set by
selecting a value satistying the forward voltage of the maxi-
mum value 1 order to handle the various types of LEDs
having different forward voltages. For example, when red
LEDs having the forward voltage Vir of 2.0V and whate.
LEDs having the forward voltage Viw o1 3.5V are driven by
the same power supply, the output voltage of the LED drive
apparatus 1s generally fixed to 4.5V to 5.0V by considering
the variation of the voltage required for the constant current
source and the forward voltage Viw of the white LEDs.

When using a LED drive apparatus having the output volt-
age matched with the LEDs having the highest forward volt-
age, however, for example, red LEDs having a low forward
voltage will be driven by a voltage higher than the required
drive voltage by 2.0V. As a result, there 1s an accompanying
very large power loss.

Further, as explained above, the apparatus 1s designed by
including an operating margin considering the variation of the
LEDs having the high forward voltage. This operating margin
becomes one of the factors of power loss.

This problem of power loss lowers the light emitting etfi-
ciency of the LEDs remarkably. A portable apparatus 1is
driven by batteries due to 1ts portability, so this power loss will
shorten the actual usage time of the portable apparatus.
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For this reason, in conventional LED drive circuits, studies
are being made for the purpose of raising the efficiency of the

charge pump or DC-DC converter serving as the power sup-
ply. However, the efliciency of these circuits has already
exceeded 90%. Therefore 1t becomes difficult to extend the
actual usage time even if the efliciency 1s raised more than
this.

On the other hand, there 1s a method of connecting a few
LEDs 1n series and driving them by a boosted power supply as
a means for solving the above problem.

By using this method, the output of the LED drive circuit 1s
controlled to the voltage of the required lowest limait, so a high
eificiency (high light emitting efficiency) can be expected.

However, this method 1nvolves the following problems.

First, since the output voltage becomes high, a high voltage
resistance process becomes necessary.

Second, for an output within the voltage resistance, driving
three to four LEDs 1s the limat.

Third, the LEDs are connected 1n series, so independent
control of the LEDs 1s difficult.

The third problem 1s especially large. The function of
“many LEDs emitting light in various ways™ expected from
portable apparatuses 1n recent years 1s not satisfied.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present mvention 1s to provide a light
emitting element drive apparatus not requiring a high voltage
resistance process, capable of increasing the light emitting
clements that can be driven and capable of independently
controlling each of a plurality of light emitting elements,
capable of constantly outputting the lowest voltage satistying
the drive conditions even if individually adjusting the lumi-
nances of the plurality of light emitting elements and even 11
simultaneously driving a plurality of light emitting elements
of different drive voltages, and having a high light emitting
elficiency and low power loss and a portable apparatus using
the same.

To attain the above object, a first aspect of the present
invention 1s a light emitting element drive apparatus wherein
a plurality of light emitting elements of different drive volt-
ages required for emitting light are connected 1n parallel and
one or more light emitting elements among the plurality of
light emitting elements are driven, comprising a plurality of
drive circuits connected to corresponding light emitting ele-
ments of the plurality of light emitting elements and driving
the corresponding light emitting elements with luminances
based on set values, a decision circuit for deciding a drive
voltage value required for the highest light emission among
one or more light emitting elements driven to emait light based
on drive states of the plurality of drive circuits, and a power
supply circuit for supplying a drive voltage to the plurality of
light emitting elements 1n response to the decision result of
the decision circuit.

A second aspect of the present invention 1s a portable
apparatus having a battery as a power supply voltage source,
comprising a plurality of light emitting elements of different
drive voltages required for the light emission, at least one
illuminated portion illuminated by the light emitting element,
and a light emitting element drive apparatus to which the
plurality of light emitting elements 1s connected 1n parallel
and driving one or more light emitting elements among the
plurality of light emitting elements, wherein the light emitting,
clement drive apparatus includes a plurality of drive circuits
connected to corresponding light emitting elements of the
plurality of light emitting elements and driving the corre-
sponding light emitting elements with luminances based on
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set values, a decision circuit for deciding a drive voltage value
required for the highest light emission among one or more
light emitting elements driven to emit light based on drive
states of the plurality of drive circuits, and a power supply
circuit for supplying a power supply voltage as the drive
voltage to the plurality of light emitting elements in response
to the decision result of the decision circuit.

In the present invention, the power supply circuit fixes the
output drive voltage of the power supply circuit to a prede-
termined set voltage irrespective of the drive states of the light
emitting elements when recerving a predetermined flash
operation nstruction command.

In the present invention, the power supply circuit supplies
a supplied power supply voltage as the drive voltage to the
plurality of light emitting elements when the value of the
power supply voltage 1s larger than the voltage value decided
by the decision circuit.

In the present invention, the power supply circuit down-
converts a supplied power supply voltage to any value down
to the decided voltage value when the value of the power
supply voltage 1s larger than the voltage value decided by the
decision circuit and supplies the down-converted power sup-
ply voltage as the drive voltage to the plurality of light emit-
ting elements.

In the present invention, the power supply voltage boosts a
supplied power supply voltage to at least the decided voltage
value when the value of the power supply voltage 1s smaller
than the voltage value decided by the decision circuit and
supplies the boosted power supply voltage as the drive volt-
age to the plurality of light emitting elements.

In the present invention, the power supply circuit down-
converts a supplied power supply voltage to any value down
to the decided voltage value and supplies the down-converted
power supply voltage as the drive voltage to the plurality of
light emitting elements when the value of the power supply
voltage 1s larger than the voltage value decided by the deci-
s10n circuit, supplies the supplied power supply voltage as the
drive voltage to the plurality of light emitting elements when
the decided voltage value and the value of the power supply
voltages are approximately the same, and boosts the supplied
power supply voltage to at least the decided voltage value and
supplies the boosted power supply voltage as the drive volt-
age to the plurality of light emitting elements when the value
of the power supply voltage 1s smaller than the voltage value
decided by the decision circuit.

In the present invention, the power supply circuit includes
a down-converted power supply for down-converting a sup-
plied power supply voltage to any value down to the drive
voltage value required for the light emission of the light
emitting elements and supplying the down-converted power
supply voltage as the drive voltage to the target light emitting
clements for the light emitting elements having values of
drive voltages required for emitting light smaller than the
value of the power supply voltage.

In the present invention, the power supply circuit includes
a boosted power supply for boosting a supplied power supply
voltage to at least the drive voltage value required for the light
emission of the light emitting elements and supplying the
boosted power supply voltage as the drive voltage to the target
light emitting elements for the light emitting elements having
the values of drive voltages required for emitting light larger
than the value of the power supply voltage.

According to the present invention, a light emission lumi-
nance 1s grven as the set value to a desired drive circuit from,
for example, a host apparatus.
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Due to this, a corresponding light emitting element 1s
driven so as to emit light with a luminance based on the set
value from the drive circuit.

At this time, the decision circuit decides the drive voltage
value required for the highest light emission among one or
more light emitting elements driven in the light emission
based on the drive states of a plurality of drive circuits.

Then, the power supply circuit supplies a drive voltage
having at least the decided value to a plurality of light emitting
clements 1n response to the decision result of the decision
circuit.

As a result, even if individually adjusting luminances of a
plurality of light emitting elements or simultaneously driving
a plurality of light emitting elements, the lowest voltage for
satistying the drive conditions can always be output. Accord-
ingly, an improvement of the light emitting efficiency can be
achieved and, 1n addition, a reduction of the power loss can be
achieved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s aview of the basic configuration of a first embodi-
ment of a LED (light emitting element) drive circuit accord-
ing to the present mnvention.

FIG. 2 1s a circuit diagram of an example of the configu-
ration of a current drive circuit according to the present
embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s an abbreviated circuit diagram of a concrete
example of the configuration of a boosted power supply, an
error amplifier, a detection voltage output portion of a current
drive circuit, and a power supply voltage source according to
the present embodiment.

FIG. 4 1s a circuit diagram of the principal configuration of
a second embodiment of a LED (light emitting element) drive
circuit according to the present invention.

FIG. 5 1s a view of the basic configuration of a third
embodiment of a LED (light emitting element) drive circuit
according to the present mvention.

FIG. 6 1s a view for explaining the configuration and func-
tions of a boosted/down-converted power supply according to
a second embodiment.

FIG. 7 1s a circuit diagram of the principal configuration of
a fourth embodiment of a LED (light emitting element) drive
circuit according to the present ivention.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram of an example of the configura-
tion of a portable apparatus (terminal) employing a LED
(light emitting element) drive circuit according to the present
invention.

BEST MODE FOR WORKING THE INVENTION

Below, an explanation will be given of embodiments of the
present invention with reference to the attached drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 1s a view of the basic configuration of a first embodi-
ment of a LED (light emitting element) drive circuit accord-
ing to the present mnvention.

The present LED drive apparatus 10, as shown 1n FIG. 1,
has a plurality n (n 1s a positive integer) of LEDs 20-1 to 20-7
having different drive voltages required for emitting light,
that 1s, forward voltages V1, connected to 1t 1n parallel. These
LEDs 20-1 to 20-n are driven with any luminances (drive
currents).

At this time, the LED drive apparatus 10 outputs the opti-
mum voltage (for example, the lowest voltage) enabling driv-
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ing at the set current of the LEDs having the maximum
torward voltage VI among a plurality of LEDs connected 1n
parallel from a terminal TVO to anodes of the LEDs 20-1 to
20-n.

Note that the present LED drive apparatus 10 1s supplied
with a power supply voltage Vcc by a power supply voltage
source (PVS) 30, for example, a battery, via a terminal TVI.

Below, the concrete configuration and functions of the
LED drive apparatus 10 will be explained sequentially with
reference to the drawings.

The LED drive apparatus 10, as shown in FIG. 1, has a
serial/parallel conversion circuit (S/P) 11, luminance (cur-

rent) setting circuits (CSC) 12-1 to 12-n, current drive circuits
(CDRV) 13-1 to 13-%, an error amplifier (EAMP) 14, and a

boosted power supply (BST) 15.

Note that the error amplifier 14 and the boosted power
supply 15 form the decision circuit and the power supply
circuit according to the present invention.

The senal/parallel conversion circuit 11 converts digital
serial data concerning the current (luminance) value to drive
the LEDs 20-1 to 20-7 supplied by the host apparatus, such as
a not 1llustrated CPU, input via the terminal TDI to parallel
data and supplies digital data 1ID1 to IDn concerning the
current (luminance) value after the conversion to the corre-
sponding current setting circuits 12-1 to 12-x.

The current setting circuit 12-1 1s configured by, for
example, a digital/analog conversion circuit (DAC), converts
the digital data ID1 concerning the drive current (luminance)
value supplied by the serial/parallel conversion circuit 11 to a
current setting signal IA1 as the analog signal, and supplies
the same to the current drive circuit 13-1.

The current setting circuit 12-2 1s configured by, for
example, a digital/analog conversion circuit (DAC), converts
the digital data ID2 concerning the drive current (luminance)
value supplied by the serial/parallel conversion circuit 11 to a
current setting signal IA2 as the analog signal, and supplies
the same to the current drive circuit 13-2.

In the same way, the current setting circuit 12-z 1s config-
ured by, for example, a digital/analog conversion circuit
(DAC), converts the digital data IDn concerning the drive
current (luminance) value supplied by the serial/parallel con-
version circuit 11 to a current setting signal IAn as the analog
signal, and supplies the same to the current drive circuit 13-z.

The current drive circuit 13-1 has a current source con-
nected to a cathode of the LED 20-1 to be driven via the
terminal TL1 and drives the LED 20-1 to emit light with a
drive current 1n accordance with the set value of the current
setting signal IA1 as the analog signal supplied by the current
setting circuit 12-1.

Further, the current drive circuit 13-1 outputs the voltage of
the connecting point of, for example, the terminal TLL1 and the
current source, that 1s, a voltage (VDRV-V11) obtained by
subtracting the forward voltage V11 of the LED from the
output drive voltage VDRV of the boosted power supply 15,
as a detection voltage DV1 to the error amplifier 14.

Note that this detection voltage DV1 becomes a signal
indicating the drive state 1n the current drive circuit 13-1, but
the signal indicating the drive state i1s not limited to this
voltage and may be an inter-terminal voltage, etc. of a resistor
clement 132 (FIG. 2) as well.

The current drive circuit 13-2 has a current source con-
nected to the cathode of the LED 20-2 to be driven via the
terminal TL2 and drives the LED 20-2 to emait light with the
drive current 1n accordance with the set value of the current
setting signal IA2 as the analog signal supplied by the current
setting circuit 12-2.
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Further, the current drive circuit 13-2 outputs the voltage of
the connecting point of, for example, the terminal TL.2 and the
current source, that 1s, a voltage (VDRV-V12) obtained by
subtracting the forward voltage V12 of the LED from the
output drive voltage VDRYV of the boosted power supply 15,
as a detection voltage DV2 to the error amplifier 14.

Note that this detection voltage DV2 becomes a signal
indicating the drive state in the current drive circuit 13-2, but
the signal indicating the drive state 1s not limited to this
voltage and may be an inter-terminal voltage, etc. of the
resistor element 132 (FI1G. 2) as well.

In the same way, the current drive circuit 13-z has a current
source connected to the cathode of the LED 20-7 to be driven
via the terminal TLn and drives the LED 20-7 to emit light
with the drive current in accordance with the set value of the
current setting signal IAn as the analog signal supplied by the
current setting circuit 12-z.

Further, the current drive circuit 13-z outputs the voltage of
the connecting point of, for example, the terminal TLn and the
current source, that 1s, a voltage (VDRV-Vin) obtained by
subtracting the forward voltage Vin of the LED from the
output drive voltage VDRYV of the boosted power supply 15,
as a detection voltage DVn to the error amplifier 14.

Note that this detection voltage DVn becomes a signal
indicating the drive state in the current drive circuit 13-z, but
the signal indicating the drive state 1s not limited to this
voltage and may be an mter-terminal voltage etc. of the resis-
tor element 132 (FIG. 2) as well.

FIG. 2 1s a circuit diagram of an example of the configu-
ration of the current drive circuit according to the present
embodiment.

This current drive circuit 13(-1 to -n), as shown 1n FIG. 2,
has a n-channel MOS (NMOS) transistor 131 as the current
source, a sense resistor element 132, a current detection
amplifier 133, and a current control amplifier 134.

A drain of the NMOS ftransistor 131 1s connected to the
cathode of the corresponding LED 20 (-1 to —n) via the
terminal TL (1 to n), the source 1s connected to one end of the
resistor element 132 and a non-inverted 1nput (+) of the cur-
rent detection amplifier 133, and a gate 1s connected to the
output of the current control amplifier 134.

The other end of the resistor element 132 1s connected to a
ground potential GND and an inverted input (-) of the current
detection amplifier 133.

The inverted mput (-) of the current control amplifier 134
1s connected to the output of the current detection amplifier
133, and the non-inverted input (+) 1s connected to the supply
line of the current setting signal IA (1 ton) as the analog signal
by the current setting circuit 12 (-1 to —n).

The current drive circuit 13(-1 to -n) of FIG. 2 drives the
gate of the NMOS transistor 131 by the output of the current
control amplifier 134, detects the current tlowing through the
NMOS transistor 131 by the sense resistor element 132, and
amplifies the detection by the current detection amplifier 133.

Then, the gate voltage of the NMOS transistor 131 1s con-
trolled by the current control amplifier 134 so that the current
flowing through the NMOS transistor 131 becomes the set
current value by the current setting circuit 12(-1 to -n).

By this, the LED 20 (-1 to —n) to be driven emits light with
the luminance in accordance with the set current.

Further, 1n the current drive circuit 13(-1 to -n), the drain of
the NMOS transistor 131 1s connected to the corresponding
input terminal of the error amplifier 14 so that the drain
voltage of the NMOS transistor 131 as the current source 1s
supplied as the signal DV (1 to n) to the error amplifier 14.

Further, 1n the current drive circuit 13(-1 to -n), the lowest
operation voltage of the NMOS transistor 131 as the current
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source and the sense resistor element 132 i1s set at, for
example, about 0.5V to 1V according to the transistor size or
resistance value.

The error amplifier 14 compares the detection voltages
(drain voltage of the NMOS ftransistor 131) DV1 to DVn
output from n number of current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-»
with a reference voltage Vrel and outputs a signal S14 in
accordance with the difference between the smallest detec-
tion voltage and the reference voltage Vret to the boosted
power supply 15.

Note that the smallest detection voltage employed 1n the
error amplifier 14 corresponds to the highest forward voltage
V1 1n other words.

The boosted power supply 15 1s configured by, for
example, a DC-DC converter, pertorms DC-DC conversion
so that the power supply voltage Vcc from the power supply
voltage source 30 supplied via the terminal TVI becomes a
value 1n accordance with the output signal S14 of the error
amplifier 14, and supplies a drive voltage VDRY 1n parallel to
n number of LEDs 20-1 to 20-7 from the terminal TVO.

Note that an externally attached capacitor C10 1s connected
between the terminal TVO and the ground potential GND.

The LED drive apparatus 10 according to the present first
embodiment 1s configured so that, for example, if the refer-
ence voltage Vrel of the error amplifier 14 1s 1V, feedback 1s
applied to the boosted power supply so that the terminal
voltage to which the cathode of the LED having the maximum
forward voltage V1 1s connected, 1n other words, the drain
voltage of the NMOS transistor 131 configuring the current
source of the current drive circuit, becomes 1V.

FIG. 3 1s an abbreviated circuit diagram of a concrete
example of the configuration of the boosted power supply 15,
the error amplifier 14, the detection voltage output portion of
the current drive circuit, and the power supply voltage source
30 according to the present embodiment.

FI1G. 3 illustrates only the current drive circuit 13-2 includ-
ing the configuration of FIG. 2 for simplifying the drawing
and shows only the NMOS ftransistor 131 as the current
source and the sense resistor element 132 for the other current
drive circuits.

The boosted power supply 15, as shown 1n FIG. 3, has a
comparator 151, an oscillator 152, a pre-driver 153, a p-chan-
nel MOS (PMOS) transistor 154, and a NMOS transistor 155.

The comparator 151 has the inverted input (-) connected to
the output of the error amplifier 14, the non-inverted input (+)
connected to the output of the oscillator 152, and the output
connected to the mput of the pre-driver 1353.

Further, the PMS transistor 154 has a drain connected to a
terminal TVI supplied with the power supply voltage Vcc by
the power supply voltage source 30, a source connected to an
output terminal TVO of the drive voltage, and a gate con-
nected to the first drive terminal of the pre-driver 1353.

The NMOS transistor 153 has a source connected to the
ground potential GND, a drain connected to the connecting
point of the source of the PMOS transistor 154 and the ter-
minal TVI, and a gate connected to the second drive terminal
of the pre-driver 153.

The comparator 151 performs a comparison based on so-
called PWM (pulse width modulation), concretely, a com-
parison between the output signal S14 of the error amplifier
14 and the oscillation signal of the oscillator 152, and outputs
a signal S151 1n accordance with the comparison result to the
pre-driver 153.

The pre-driver 153 outputs drive signals SD1 and SD2 to
the first drive terminal and/or from the second drive terminal
to the gate of the PMOS transistor 154 and the gate of the
NMOS transistor 155 in accordance with the output signal
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S151 of the comparator 151 and supplies the value of the
power supply voltage Vcc supplied from the terminal TVI as
it 15 (through) or after adjustment from the terminal TVO as
the drive voltage VDRYV to the anodes of the LEDs 20-1 to
20-7 1n parallel.

Namely, as explained above, the boosted power supply 15
adjusts the value of the power supply voltage Vcc so that the
terminal voltage (drain voltage of the NMOS transistor 131
configuring the current source of the current drive circuit) to
which the cathode of the LED having the maximum forward
voltage V1 1s connected becomes the reference voltage Vrel
set at the error amplifier 14 and outputs the same as the drive
voltage VDRYV.

Further, the power supply voltage source 30, as shown 1n
FIG. 3, has, for example, a lithium 10n battery 301 and an
inductor 302 connected between a positive pole of the battery
301 and the terminal TVI of the LED drive device 10.

Next, the operation by the above configuration will be
explained.

For example, digital serial data concerning the current
(luminance) value for the LEDs 20-1 to 20-% to be driven 1n
accordance with the operation mode are input from the host
apparatus to the serial/parallel conversion circuit 11 via the
terminal TDI.

The senal/parallel conversion circuit 11 converts the sup-
plied digital serial data concerning the current (luminance)
values to drive the LEDs 20-1 to 20-r to parallel data. Then,
the digital data ID1 to IDn concerning the current (lumi-
nance) values after conversion are supplied to the current
setting circuits 12-1 to 12-7.

Note that the digital data ID1 to IDn also include informa-
tion for not driving the corresponding LEDs.

The current setting circuits 12-1 to 12-z convert the digital
data ID1 concerning the drive current (luminance) values
supplied by the serial/parallel conversion circuit 11 to current
setting signals IA1 to Ian as the analog signals and supply
them to corresponding current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-n.

The current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-z drive the LEDs 20-1
to 20-r» with the drive currents in accordance with the set
values of the current setting signals IA1 to IAn as the analog
signals supplied by the current setting circuits 12-1 to 12-z.
By this, the LEDs 20-1 to 20-7 emit light with luminances 1n
accordance with the set current values or are held 1n an off
state.

Further, the current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-# output volt-
ages o the connecting points of the terminals TLL1 to TLn and
the current source, that 1s, voltages (VDRV-V11) to (VDRV-
Vin) obtained by subtracting the forward voltages V1l to Vin
of the LEDs from the output drive voltage VDRV of the
boosted power supply 15, as the detection voltages DV1 to
DV to the error amplifier 14.

The error amplifier 14 compares the detection voltages
(drain voltages of the NMOS transistor 13) DV1 to DVn
output from n number of current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-
with the reference voltage Vrel. As the result of the compari-
son, a signal S14 1n accordance with the difference between
the smallest detection voltage and the reference voltage Vrel
1s output to the boosted power supply 15.

The boosted power supply 15 performs the DC-DC con-
version so that the power supply voltage Vcc from the power
supply voltage source 30 supplied via the terminal TVI
becomes a value 1in accordance with the output signal S14 of
the error amplifier 14. Then, the drive voltages VDRV are
supplied 1n parallel to n number of LEDs 20-1 to 20-z from
the terminal TVO.

Concretely, the comparator 151 of the boosted power sup-
ply 15 compares the output signal S14 of the error amplifier
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14 and the oscillation signal of the oscillator 152 and outputs
a signal S151 1n accordance with the comparison result to the
pre-driver 153.

The pre-driver 153 outputs the drive signals SD1 and SD?2
to the first drive terminal and/or from the second drive termi-
nal to the gate of the PMOS transistor 154 and the gate of the
NMOS transistor 155 in accordance with the output signal
S151 of the comparator 151. Due to this, the values of the
power supply voltage Vce supplied from the terminal TVI are
supplied 1n parallel to the anodes of the LEDs 20-1 to 20-#
from the terminal TVO as they are (through) or after adjust-
ment (boosted).

Namely, the boosted power supply 15 adjusts the value of
the power supply voltage Vcc so that the voltage of the ter-
minal to which the cathode of the LED having the maximum
forward voltage V1 1s connected (drain voltage of the NMOS
transistor 131 configuring the current source of the current
drive circuit) becomes the reference voltage Vref set 1n the
error amplifier 14 and outputs the same as the drive voltage
VDRY.

The concrete operation of the boosted power supply 15 to
the light emission (turning on) of the LEDs of each color
becomes as follows.

Note that, here, the LEDs 20-1 to 20-# include one or more
red (R) LEDs, green (G) LEDs, blue (B) LEDs, and white
LEDs.

The forward voltages of the colors of the LEDs are as
follows.

The forward voltage Vir of the red LEDs 1s set at 1.9V, the
forward voltages Vig and Vib of the green and blue LEDs are
set at approximately 3.1V, and the forward voltage Viw of the
white LEDs 1s set at 3.5V.

Further, assuming that the power supply voltage source 30
1s a lithium 1on battery, the power supply voltage Vcc 1s used
within a range of from 3.2V to 4.2V.

Further, assume that the lowest operation voltage a
required for the current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-z of the LEDs
1s made 0.5V,

Further, 1n the following explanation, the term “through”
indicates that the PMOS transistor 154 configuring the output
stage of the boosted power supply 15 1s made on, and the
NMOS transistor 1s made oit (the DC-DC converter operates
with 100% duty).

In order to turn on the white LEDs having the forward
voltage Viw of 3.5V, the voltage required as the drive voltage
VDRYV 15 4V (=3.5V+0.5V).

The operation of the boosted power supply 135 1n this case
becomes “through” where the power supply voltage Vcc 1s
within a range of 4.0V<Vcc<4.2V.

On the other hand, when the power supply voltage Vcc 1s
withinarange o1 3.2V<Vcc<4.0V, the operation 1s for “boost-
ing” to, for example, 4V.

In order to turn on the green LEDs and the blue LEDs
having the forward voltages Vig and Vib of 3.1V, the voltage
required as the drive voltage VDRV 15 3.6V (=3.1V+0.5V).

The operation of the boosted power supply 15 1n this case
becomes “through” where the power supply voltage Vcc 1s
within a range of 3.6V<Vcc<4.2V.

On the other hand, when the power supply voltage Vcc 1s
within the range of 3.2V<Vce<3.6V, the operation 1s for
“boosting” to, for example, 3.6V.

In order to turn on the red LEDs having the forward voltage
Virof 1.9V, the voltage required as the drive voltage VDRV 1s
2.4V (-1.9V+0.5V).

The operation of the boosted power supply 135 1n this case
becomes “through” within the whole range since it 1s
assumed that the power supply voltage Vcc 1s within the range
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of 3.2V<Vcc<4.2V. In the first embodiment, the down-con-
verted power supply 1s not included.

That 1s, the operation of the boosted power supply 15
becomes “through™ where the output of the boosted power
supply 15 expected by applying feedback via the error ampli-
fier 14 1s less than the power supply voltage (battery voltage)
Ve, so the LEDs will be directly driven by the power supply
voltage Vcc. Here, the loss of the power will be considered.

For example, when turning on only the blue LEDs having

the forward voltage Vib of 3.1V when the power supply
voltage Vcc 15 4.0V, the required drive voltage VDRV 15 3.6V

(=3.1V+0.5V), so (4.0V-3.6V)x(drive current) becomes the

loss.

As explained above, according to the present first embodi-
ment, provision 1s made of the current drive circuits 13-1 to
13- having the current source connected to the cathodes of
the LEDs 20-1 to 20-n as the drive targets via the terminals
TL1 to TLn, driving the LEDs 20-1 to 20-z with the drive

currents 1 accordance with the set values of the current
setting signals IA1 to IAn to emit light, and outputting the
voltages of the connecting points between the terminals TL1
to TLn and the current source as the detection voltages DV1
to DVn, the error amplifier 14 for comparing the detection
voltages DV1 to DVn output from n number of current drive
circuits 13-1 to 13- with the reference voltage Vref and
outputting the signal S14 1n accordance with the difference
between the smallest detection voltage and the reference volt-
age Vrel, and the boosted power supply 15 for performing the
DC-DC conversion so that the power supply voltage Vcc from
the power supply voltage source 30 supplied via the terminal
TVI becomes a value 1n accordance with the output signal
S14 of the error amplifier 14 and supplying the drive voltages
VDRYV 1n parallel from the terminal TVO to n number of
LEDs 20-1 to 20-%, and therefore the boosted power supply
15 adjusts the value of the power supply voltage Vcc so that
the voltage of the terminal connected with the cathode of the
LED having the maximum forward voltage V1 becomes the
reference voltage Vref set at the error amplifier 14 and can
output the same as the drive voltage VDRYV.

As a result, not only 1s a high voltage resistance process
unnecessary, the light emitting elements that can be driven are
increased, and each of the plurality of light emitting elements
can be independently controlled, but also the lowest voltage
satisiying the drive conditions always can be output even 11
the luminances of a plurality of LEDs are individually
adjusted and even 1f a plurality of LEDs having different
forward voltages are driven simultaneously.

Accordingly, there are the advantages that an improvement
of the light emitting efficiency can be achieved and a reduc-
tion of the power loss can be achieved.

In actual computation, a conventional device has a light
emitting efficiency of about 50%, but 1n a device according to
the present embodiment, a light emitting efficiency of about
70% can be realized.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 4 15 a circuit diagram of the principal configuration of
a second embodiment of a LED (light emitting element) drive
circuit according to the present mvention.

In FIG. 4, the same components as those of FIG. 1 are
represented by the same notations.

Further, in FIG. 4, for simplification of the drawing, only
the LED 20-1 1s illustrated and only the current setting circuit
12-1 and the current drive circuit 13-1A are 1llustrated corre-
sponding to this, and the other current setting circuits 12-1 to
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12-» and the current drive circuits 13-2A to 13-nA not 1llus-
trated in FIG. 4 also have the same configurations.

The LED drive apparatus 10A according to the present
second embodiment has the configuration for making (turn-
ing on) the LEDs of the first embodiment emit light explained
above plus a configuration for making them flash.

The LED drive apparatus 10A 1s concretely provided with
an mverter 16, a 2-mnput AND gate 17, a second error ampli-
fier 18, a switch circuit 19, and output voltage division use
resistor elements R11 and R12.

Further, each current drive circuit 13-1A (to 13-nA) 1s
provided with a NMOS transistor 135 having a source con-
nected to the ground potential GND, a drain connected to the
output of the current control amplifier 134, and a gate con-
nected to the output of the AND gate 17.

Further, the serial/parallel conversion circuit 11A 1s sup-
plied with digital data indicating the drive current (lumi-
nance) value plus a command 1indicating whether to perform
a normal turning on operation or a flashing operation at the
terminal TDI.

The serial/parallel conversion circuit 11A outputs a low
level signal S11 to one input of the AND gate 17 and the
switch circuit 19 1n the case of a command for a normal
operation, and outputs a high level signal S11 1n the case of a
command for a flashing operation.

The mput of the inverter 16 1s connected to an input termi-
nal TSYC of a pulse-like synchronization signal SYNC sup-
plied by a not illustrated external synchronization signal sup-
ply circuit (for example sound source IC), while the output 1s
connected to the other mnput of the AND gate 17. The output
of the AND gate 17 1s connected to the gate of the NMOS
transistor 133 provided in each current drive circuit 13-1A (to
13-nA).

The resistor elements R11 and R12 are connected 1n series
between the connecting point of the source of the PMOS
transistor 154 of the boosted power supply 15 and the termi-
nal TVO and the ground potential GND, and the connecting,
point of the resistor elements R11 and R12 1s connected to the
inverted mput (-) of the second error amplifier 18.

The non-inverted 1input (+) of the second error amplifier 18
1s supplied with the reference voltage from the voltage source
VSref.

The switch circuit 19 has a fixed output terminal a and
switch 1input terminals b and c¢; the fixed output terminal a 1s
connected to the mverted mput (-) of the comparator 151 of
the boosted power supply 15; the switch mput terminal b 1s
connected to the output of the first error amplifier 14; and the
switch mput terminal ¢ 1s connected to the output of the
second error amplifier 18.

When the switch circuit 19 receives the signal S11 from the
serial/parallel conversion circuit 11A at the low level (normal
turning on idication), it connects the fixed output terminal a
and the switch mput terminal b and inputs the output signal
S14 of the first error amplifier 14 to the mverted input (=) of
the comparator 151.

In this case, since the signal S11 1s at the low level, the
output of the AND gate 17 1s held at the low level. Accord-
ingly, the NMOS transistor 135 provided in each current drive
circuit 13-1A (to 13-zA) 1s held in the OFF state.

Namely, at the time of the normal turning on, 1n terms of the
circuit, 1t becomes equivalent to the circuit according to the
first embodiment explained above.

The operation at the time of turning on 1s carried out 1n the
same way as 1n the case of the first embodiment. Accordingly,
a detailed explanation 1s omitted here.

When the switch circuit 19 receives the signal S11 from the
serial/parallel conversion circuit 11 A at the high level (tlash-
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ing operation indication), it connects the fixed output terminal
a and the switch mput terminal ¢ and inputs the output signal
S18 of the second error amplifier 18 to the mnverted mput (-)
of the comparator 151.

In this case, since the signal S11 1s at the high level, the
output of the AND gate 17 1s switched to the high level and the
low level 1n accordance with the mversion signal of the syn-
chronization signal SYC.

Accordingly, the NMOS transistor 135 provided 1n each
current drive circuit 13-1A (to 13-nA) becomes the ON state
when the output of the AND gate 17 1s at the high level. At this
time, the output of the current control amplifier 134 1s con-
nected to the ground potential, so the NMOS transistor 131
serving as the current source 1s held in the OFF state, and the
corresponding LEDs 20-1 (to 20-») are held in the non-light
emission state.

On the other hand, the NMOS transistor 135 provided 1n
cach of the current drive circuits 13-1A (to 13-n2A) becomes
OFF when the output of the AND gate 17 1s at the low level.
At this time, the NMOS transistor 131 serving as the current
source 1s driven by the output of the current control amplifier
134, and the corresponding LEDs 20-1 (to 20-») are held 1n
the light emitting state.

Namely, the LEDs 20-1 (to 20-n) perform the flashing
operation.

At the time of this flashing operation, as explained above,
the circuit configuration for applying feedback of the output
voltage to the boosted power supply 15 via the second error
amplifier 18 1s exhibited as explained above.

Due to this, the output drive voltage VDRYV of the boosted
power supply 15 1s fixed to the voltage set inside not accord-
ing to the operation state of the LED.

In the second embodiment, at the time of the flashing
operation, the reason for making the circuit configuration one
for applying feedback of the output voltage to the boosted
power supply 15 via the second error amplifier 18 for fixing
the output drive voltage VDRV at the voltage set inside not
according to the operation state of the LED 1s as follows.

For example, when assuming an operation where the red
LEDs and the blue LEDs flash alternately flash if pursuing
eificiency, the operation 1s desirably carried out so that the
output voltage of the boosted power supply 1s down-con-
verted at the time of light emission of the red LEDs and the
output voltage rises at the time of the light emission of the
blue LEDs, thereby raising the efficiency of the entire system.

In actuality, however, due to fluctuation of the output of the
boosted power supply 15 1n synchronization with the syn-
chronization signal, generation of noise 1s a concern.

Therefore, at the time of a flashing operation, by applying
teedback of the output voltage of the boosted power supply 15
via the second error amplifier 18 and fixing the output drive
voltage VDRYV at the voltage set inside not according to the
operation state of the LEDs, fluctuation of the output of the
boosted power supply 15 at the time of the flashing of the
LEDs 1s suppressed.

According to the second embodiment, at the time of the
normal turning on operation, in addition to an etffect the same
as that obtained by the first embodiment explained above, at
the time of the flashing operation, there are the advantages
that the fluctuation of the output of the boosted power supply
15 1s suppressed and a stable flashing operation can be carried
out without the influence of noise.

Note that the second embodiment was configured to apply
teedback to the output voltage of the boosted power supply 15
via the second error amplifier 18 and fix the output drive
voltage VDRYV to the voltage set imside not according to the
operation state of the LED when receiving a predetermined
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flashing operation instruction command, but when, for
example, there 1s no influence of noise due to the flashing
operation with a low frequency, 1t also 1s possible to configure
the device so as to, 1n the same way as the normal turning on
operation, apply feedback via the first error amplifier 14 and,
when there 1s an influence of noise by the predetermined
flashing operation with a high frequency, apply feedback to
the boosted power supply 15 via the second error amplifier 18
and 1ix the output drive voltage VDRY to the voltage set inside
not according to the operation state of the LED.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 5 1s a view of the basic configuration of a third
embodiment of a LED (light emitting element) drive circuit
according to the present invention.

The difference of the third embodiment from the above first
embodiment resides in that a boosted/down-converted power
supply (BDPS) 101 including a down-conversion function in
addition to a boosting function i1s provided 1n place of the
boosted power supply as the power supply circuit for output-
ting the drive voltage.

FIG. 6 1s a view for explaining the configuration and func-

tion of the boosted/down-converted power supply 101
according to the third embodiment.

In the example of FIG. 6, nine (n=9) LED’
LED 20-9 are provided in parallel.

Among, tle nine LEDs, two LEDs 20-1 and 20-4 are red
LEDs, two LEDS 20-2 and 20-5 are green LEDs, two LEDs
20-3 and 20-6 are blue LEDs, and three LEDs 20-7 to 20-9 are
white LED:s.

Further, corresponding to the LEDs 20-1 to 20-9, the cur-
rent setting circuits 12-1 to 12-9 and the current drive circuits
13-1 to 13-9 are provided; but 1n FIG. 6, for stmplification of
the drawing, only the current setting circuit 12-1 and the
current drive circuit 13-1 are illustrated.

The boosting/down-converting circuit 101, as shown in
FIG. 6, has a down-converting power supply drive circuit
1011, a power supply through circuit drive circuit 1012, a
boosted power supply drive circuit 1013, a down-converted
power supply (DPS) 1014, a power supply through circuit
(PTR) 1015, and a boosted power supply (BST) 1016.

The down-converted power supply drnive circuit 1011
receives the output signal S14 of the error amplifier 14 and
drives the down-converted power supply 1014 when the value
obtained by adding the lowest operation voltage a (for
example, 0.5V) required for the current drive circuits 13-1 to
13-9 of the LEDs to the maximum forward voltage V1 of the
driven LEDs 1s smaller than the value of the power supply
voltage Vcc from the power supply voltage source 30.

The power supply through circuit drive circuit 1012
receives the output signal S14 of the error amplifier 14 and
drives the power supply through circuit 1015 when the value
obtained by adding the lowest operation voltage a required for
the current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-9 of the LEDs to the
maximum forward voltage V1 of the driven LEDs 1s equal to
the value of the power supply voltage Vcc from the power
supply voltage source 30.

The boosted power supply drive circuit 1013 recerves the
output signal S14 of the error amplifier 14 and drives the
boosted power supply 1016 when the value obtained by add-
ing the lowest operation voltage a required for the current
drive circuits 13-1 to 13-9 of the LEDs to the maximum
torward voltage V1 of the driven LEDs 1s larger than the value
of the power supply voltage Vcc from the power supply
voltage source 30.

s, LED 20-1 to
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The down-converted power supply 1014, when driven by
the down-converted power supply drive circuit 1011, down-
converts the power supply voltage Vcc from the power supply
voltage source 30 by exactly the predetermined voltage and
outputs the down-converted voltage as the drive voltage

VDRY trom the TVO.

The power supply through circuit 10135, when driven by the
power supply through circuit drive circuit 1012, passes the
power supply voltage Vcce from the power supply voltage

source 30 as 1t 1s and outputs the same as the drive voltage
VDRY from the terminal TVO.

The boosted power supply 1016, when driven by the
boosted power supply drive circuit 1013, boosts the power
supply voltage Vcc from the power supply voltage source 30
by exactly the predetermined voltage and outputs the boosted
voltage as the drive voltage VDRV from the terminal TVO.

The concrete operation of the boosted/down-converted
power supply 101 with respect to light emission (turning on)
of the LEDs of each color 1s as follows.

Note that the forward voltage of the LEDs of each color 1s
as follows 1n the same way as in the case of the first embodi-
ment.

The forward voltage V1 of the red LEDs 1s set at 1.9V, the
torward voltages Vig and Vib of the green and blue LEDs are
set at approximately 3.1V, and the forward voltage Viw of the
white LEDs 1s set at 3.5V,

Further, assume that the power supply voltage source 30 1s
a lithtum 10n battery and the power supply voltage Vcc1s used
within the range of from 3.2V to 4.2V,

Further, assume the lowest operation voltage a required for
the current drive circuits 13-1 to 13-z of the LEDs 1s 0.5V.

In order to turn on the white LEDs having the forward
voltage VIiw of 3.5V, the voltage required as the drive voltage
VDRV 15 4V (=3.5V+0.5V).

The operation of the boosted/down-converted power sup-
ply 101 1n this case becomes the “down-conversion” opera-
tion when the power supply voltage Vcc 1s within the range of
4.0V<Vce<4.2V. Concretely, the down-converted power sup-
ply 1014 1s driven by the down-converted power supply drive
circuit 1011. Due to this, the power supply voltage Vcc 1s
down-converted to 4V or any value down to 4V and output as
the drive voltage DVRYV from the terminal TVO.

When the power supply voltage Vcc 1s equal to the voltage
required for the drive, the operation becomes “through™. Con-
cretely, the power supply through circuit drive circuit 102
drives the power supply through circuit 10135. Due to this, the
power supply voltage Vcc of 4V 1s passed and output as the
drive voltage VDRYV from the terminal TVO.

On the other hand, when the power supply voltage Vcc 1s
within the range 01 3.2V<Vcc<4.0V, the operation becomes a
“boosting” operation for raising the voltage to 4V. Con-
cretely, the boosted power supply drive circuit 1013 drives the
boosted power supply 1016. Due to this, the power supply
voltage Vcc 1s raised to 4V or a value more than this and
output as the drive voltage DVRYV from the terminal TVO.

In order to turn on the green LEDs and the blue LEDs
having the forward voltages Vig and Vib of 3.1V, the voltage
required as the drive voltage VDRV 15 3.6V (=3.1V+0.5V).

The operation of the boosted/down-converted power sup-
ply 101 1n this case becomes the “down-conversion” opera-
tion when the power supply voltage Vcc 1s within the range of
3.6V<Vce<4.2V. Concretely, the down-converted power sup-
ply drive circuit 1011 drives the down-converted power sup-
ply 1014. Due to this, the power supply voltage Vcc 1s down-
converted to 3.6V or any value up to 3.6V and output as the
drive voltage DVRYV from the terminal TVO.
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When the power supply voltage Vcc 1s equal to the voltage
required for the drive, the operation becomes “through”. Con-

cretely, the power supply through circuit drive circuit 102
drives the power supply through circuit 1013. Due to this, the
power supply voltage Vcc 01 3.6V 1s passed and output as the
drive voltage VDRYV from the terminal TVO.

On the other hand, when the power supply voltage Vcc 1s
within the range of 3.2V<Vcc<3.6V, the operation becomes
the “boosting” operation for raising the voltage to 3.6V. Con-
cretely, the boosted power supply drive circuit 1013 drives the
boosted power supply 1016. Due to this, the power supply
voltage Vcc 1s boosted to 3.6V or a value more than that and
output as the drive voltage DVRYV from the terminal TVO.

In order to turn on the red LEDs having the forward voltage
Virof 1.9V, the voltage required as the drive voltage VDRV 1s
2.4V (=1.9V+0.5V).

The operation of the boosted/down-converted power sup-
ply 101 in this case becomes the “down-conversion™ opera-
tion i the entire range since it 1s assumed that the power
supply voltage Vcc 1s within the range of 3.2V<Vcc<4.2V.

Concretely, the down-converted power supply drive circuit
1011 drives the down-converted power supply 1014. Due to
this, the power supply voltage Vcc 1s down-converted to 2.4V
or any value down to 2.4V and output as the drive voltage
DVRYV {from the terminal TVO.

That 1s, the operation of the boosted/down-converted
power supply 101 becomes the “down-conversion” when the
output of the boosted power supply 15 expected by applying
teedback via the error amplifier 14 1s less than the power
supply voltage (battery voltage) Vce and becomes “boosting”
when the output of the boosted power supply 15 is the power
supply voltage Vcc or more.

According to the third embodiment, 1n comparison with the
above first embodiment, there are the advantages that a fur-
ther improvement of the light emitting efficiency can be
achieved and, 1n addition, a reduction of the power loss can be
achieved.

Note that, needless to say, 1t 1s also possible to apply a
circuit designed for the flashing operation explained in the
second embodiment and give noise measures to the LED
drive device 10B according to the third embodiment.

Fourth Embodiment

FI1G. 7 1s a circuit diagram of the principal configuration of
a fourth embodiment of a LED (light emitting element) drive
circuit according to the present invention.

The difference of the fourth embodiment from the third
embodiment resides 1n that in the case of the red LEDs 20-1
and 20-4, only a down-converted operation 1s possible, so an
error amplifier 102 and a down-converted circuit 103 dedi-
cated to the red LEDs 20-1 and 20-4 are provided, and a drive
voltage obtained by down-converting the power supply volt-
age Vcc to 2.4V 1s separately supplied to the red LEDs 20-1
and 20-4.

Accordingly, the error amplifier 14C 1s supplied with the
detection voltage signals DV2, DV3, and DVS to DV9 from
the current drive circuits 12-2, 12-3, and 12-5 to 12-9 corre-
sponding to the green LEDs, the blue LEDs, and the white
LEDs.

The rest of the configuration 1s the same as the configura-
tion of FIG. 6.

According to the fourth embodiment, 1n comparison with
the third embodiment, the overall light emitting efficiency can
be raised.

Note that, needless to say, 1t 1s also possible to apply a
circuit designed for the flashing operation explained 1n the
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second embodiment and give noise measures to the LED
drive device 10C according to the fourth embodiment.

Fifth Embodiment

FIG. 8 1s a view for explaining a fifth embodiment of the
present invention and a block diagram of an example of the
configuration of a portable apparatus (terminal) to which the
LED drive apparatuses according to the first to fourth
embodiments explained above can be applied.

i

T'he portable apparatus 40 1s configured by, for example a
mobile phone set and, as shown 1in FI1G. 8, has aCPU 41, a first
image display (DSP1) 42, a second image display (DSP2) 43,
an input device (INPT) 44, an incoming call display unit
(DSP3) 45, a synchronization signal supply circuit (SYNC-
SPL) 46, and a LED drive apparatus (LEDDRYV) 47 having
any of the configurations of the first to fourth embodiments
explained above.

Then, the first image display 42, the second 1mage display
43, the input device 44, and the incoming call display unit 45
form an 1lluminated portion i1lluminated by the LEDs.

The CPU 41 controls the operation of the device based on
the input data from the input device 44, controls the display of
the first image display 42 and the second image display 43
when the power supply 1s ON, controls the drive of the syn-
chronization signal supply circuit 46, and controls the supply
of the current (luminance) set data and the flashing operation
command data, etc. 1n accordance with the operation mode to
the LED drive apparatus 47.

The first image display 42 functions as the main display
unit of the portable apparatus 40 and 1s configured by a liquid
crystal display able to perform a color display.

The first image display 42 1s provided near it, as the 1llu-
mination use backlight, with three white LEDs (LEDs 20-7 to

20-9 1n the examples of FIG. 6 and FIG. 7) connected 1n
parallel with respect to the LED drive apparatus 47.

The first image display 42 displays, under the control ofthe
CPU 41, a radio reception state, an 1con menu, various types
of 1images, and incoming other party telephone numbers and
messages, etc. input by the input device 44.

The second image display 43 functions as a sub-display
unit of the portable apparatus 40 and 1s configured by a liquid
crystal display.

The second 1image display 43 1s provided near 1t, for 1llu-
mination, with LEDs of the three colors of red, green, and
blue (LEDs 20-1 to 20-3 or 20-4 to 20-6 in the examples of
FIG. 6 and FIG. 7) connected 1n parallel with respect to the
LED drive apparatus 47.

The second 1image display 43 displays, under the control of
the CPU 41, the time, date, etc. Atthe time of an incoming call
or outgoing call, the LED drive apparatus 47 turns on or
flashes one color, or any two colors or all colors of the LEDs
among the three colors of LEDS.

The input device 44 has a power supply switch, a ten key,
etc. and has near it, for illumination, LEDs of three colors of
red, green, and blue (LEDs 20-1 to 20-3 or 20-4 to 20-6 in the
examples of FIG. 6 and FIG. 7) connected 1n parallel to the
LED drive apparatus 47.

The mput device 44 1s 1lluminated by one color, or any two
colors or all colors of the three colors of LEDs from the LED
drive apparatus 47 when the power supply i1s on under the
control of the CPU 41.

The incoming call display unit 45 1s provided with LEDs of
three colors of red, green, and blue (LEDs 20-1 to 20-3 or
20-4 to 20-6 1n the examples of FIG. 6 and FIG. 7) connected

in parallel with respect to the LED drive apparatus 47.
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In the mncoming call display unit 45, the LED drive appa-
ratus 47 turns on or flashes one color, or any two colors or all
colors of LEDs among the three colors of LEDs at the time of
an incoming call.

The synchronization signal supply circuit 46 1s configured 5
by a MIDI or another sound source IC and supplies a syn-
chronization signal SYNC used, for example, for a flashing
operation to the LED drive apparatus 47 under the control of
the CPU 41.

Note that, for the power supply of the portable apparatus 10
40, 1n the same way as 1n the cases of the first to fourth
embodiments explained above, use 1s made of a lithium 10n
battery.

The portable apparatus 40 having such a configuration 1s
carried by the user 1n a state with a first portion provided with 15
the first image display 42, the second image display 43, and
the mncoming call display 45 and a second portion prowded
with the mput device 44 folded up, for example, by a hinge
mechanism.

Then, when the user opens the first portion and the second 20
portion, for example, when the power supply switch 1s turned
on, 1n order to illuminate the first image display 42 by the
backlight, current (luminance) setting data for driving the
white LEDs are supplied to the LED drive apparatus 47 by the
CPU 41. 25

Due to this, the LED drive apparatus 47 drives the white
LEDs and 1lluminates the first image display 42 bright white.

Further, at this time, the current (luminance) setting data
for driving the green LED are supplied to the LED drive
apparatus 47 by the CPU 41 so as to 1lluminate, for example, 30
the mput device 44 by the green LEDs.

Due to this, the LED drive apparatus 47 drives the green
LEDs and 1lluminates the mnput device 44 lightly green.

Further, 1n the state where the first portion and the second
portion are folded up while, for example, the power supply 1s 35
on, if there 1s an incoming call, 1n order to turn on or make the
incoming call display unit 45 and the second 1mage display 43
flash by, for example, the red LEDs, the CPU 41 supplies
current (luminance) setting data for driving the red LEDs to
the LED drive apparatus 47. Further, when the mode for 40
performing the flashing operation 1s set, control 1s performed
so that the CPU 41 outputs flashing operation instruction
command data to the LED drive apparatus 47, and the syn-
chronization signal supply circuit 46 supplies a synchroniza-
tion signal SYNC to the LED drive apparatus 47. 45

Due to this, the LED drive apparatus 47 drives the red
LEDs to turn on or make the incoming call display 45 and the
second 1mage display 43 flash red.

The operation of the LED drive apparatus 47 at the time of
cach above operation is the same as explained in the firstto the 50
fourth embodiments. The value of the power supply voltage
Vcc 1s adjusted so that the voltage of the terminal to which the
cathode of the LED having the maximum forward voltage VI
1s connected becomes the reference voltage Vref set at the
error amplifier 14 and 1s output as the drive voltage VDRV, 55

Due to this, even 11 the luminances of the plurality of LEDs
are 1individually adjusted and even 1f the plurality of LEDs
having different forward voltages are simultaneously driven,
the lowest voltage satisiying the drive conditions 1s always
output. 60

Accordingly, the light emitting efficiency 1s high, and the
power loss 1s suppressed low.

Here, a detailed operation of the LED drive apparatus 47
will be omaitted.

According to the portable apparatus 40 according to the 65
fifth embodiment, there are the advantages that the lowest
voltage satistying the drive conditions can be always output
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for the 1llumination use LEDs, an improvement of the light
emitting efficiency can be achieved, a reduction of the power
loss can be achieved, and accordingly the service life of the
battery can be prolonged.

INDUSTRIAL CAPABILITY

The light emitting element drive apparatus according to the
present invention and a portable apparatus using the same can
always output the lowest voltage satistying the drive condi-
tions, and an improvement of the light emitting efficiency and
a reduction of the power loss can be achieved even 1f the
luminances of a plurality of LEDs are individually adjusted
and even 11 a plurality of LEDs having different forward
voltages are simultaneously driven, so they can be applied to
a mobile phone set driven by a battery, etc.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A portable apparatus having a battery as a power supply

voltage source, comprising:

a plurality of light emitting elements of different drive
voltages required for the light emission;

a plurality of display devices illuminated by said light
emitting element; and

a light emitting element drive apparatus to which said
plurality of light emitting elements are connected 1n
parallel and driving one or more light emitting elements
among the plurality of light emitting elements, and

a control device to control a displaying function of said
plurality of display devices and to control said light
emitting element drive apparatus 1n response to mode of
said light emitting element drive apparatus; and

a synchronous signal supply circuit which 1s controlled by
said control device supplies a synchronous signal to said
light emitting element drive apparatus

wherein said light emitting element drive apparatus
includes:

a plurality of drive circuits connected to corresponding
light emitting elements of said plurality of light emitting
clements and driving the corresponding light emitting,
elements with luminances based on set values:

a decision circuit for deciding a drive voltage value
required for the highest light emission among one or
more light emitting elements driven to emait light based
on drive states of said plurality of light emitting elements
in response to the decision result of said decision circuit,

wherein said light emitting element drive apparatus drives

a plurality of light emitting elements 1lluminating a plu-

rality of display devices by a least one of light emitting

clement drive apparatus.

2. An apparatus comprising;:

a plurality of light emitting elements of different drive
voltages required for the light emission;

a light emitting element drive apparatus to which said
plurality of light emitting elements are connected and
driving one or more light emitting elements among the
plurality of light emitting elements,

wherein said light emitting element drive apparatus
includes:

a drive circuit connected to corresponding light emitting
clements of said plurality of light emitting elements,
said drive circuit driving the corresponding light emit-
ting elements with luminances based on a set value;

a power supply circuit configured to decide a lowest
drive voltage value required for satistying a drive
condition of one or more light emitting elements
driven to emuit light, said power supply circuit being
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configured to supply at least a drive voltage to the
plurality of light emitting elements,

wherein a voltage value of the drive voltage 1s the lowest
drive voltage value.

3. An apparatus as set forth in claim 2, further comprising;:

a display device illuminated by said light emitting ele-
ments.

4. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 3, wherein the display
device 1s back light 1lluminated by at least one of said light
emitting elements.

5. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 3, wherein said power
supply circuit fixes the drive voltage to a predetermined set
voltage irrespective of the drive states of the light emitting
clements when receiving a predetermined flash operation
instruction command.

6. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 3, wherein said power
supply voltage boosts a supplied power supply voltage to at
least the decided voltage value when the value of said power
supply voltage 1s smaller than the voltage value decided by
said power supply circuit and supplies the boosted power
supply voltage as said drive voltage to said plurality of light
emitting elements.

7. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 3, wherein said power
supply circuit includes a boosted power supply boosting the
supplied power supply voltage to at least the drive voltage
value required for the light emission of the light emitting
clements and supplying the boosted power supply voltage as
the drive voltage to the one or more target light emitting
diodes for the light emitting elements having the values of
drive voltages required for emitting light larger than the value
of the power supply voltage.

8. An apparatus as set forth in claim 3, further comprising;:

a serial parallel conversion circuit converts digital seral
data concerning the set value to drive the light emitting
clements.

9. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 2, wherein said power
supply circuit decides the lowest drive voltage value by com-
paring a drive circuit voltage from each of light emitting
clements with a reference voltage.

10. An apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein said power
supply circuit supplies the drive voltage based on pulse width
modulation.

11. An apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein said power
supply circuit includes a down converted power supply for
down converting a supplied power supply voltage to any
value down to the drive voltage value required for the light
emission of the light emitting elements and supplying the
down converted power supply voltage as said drive voltage to
the target light emitting elements for the light emitting ele-
ments having values of drive voltages required for emitting,
light smaller than the value of said power supply voltage.

12. An apparatus comprising:

one or more light emitting elements;

a light emitting element drive apparatus to which said one
or more light emitting elements are connected and driv-
ing the one or more light emitting elements,

wherein said light emitting element drive apparatus
includes:

a drive circuit connected to a corresponding light emat-
ting element of said one or more light emitting ele-
ments, said drive circuit driving the corresponding
light emitting element with luminances based on a set
current value;:

a power supply circuit configured to decide a lowest
drive voltage value required for enabling driving at

the set current value of a light emitting element having
the highest forward voltage among the one or more
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light emitting elements driven to emit light, said
power supply circuit being configured to supply at
least the lowest drive voltage to the one or more light
emitting clements.

13. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 12, further compris-
ng:

a display device illuminated by said light emitting ele-
ments, wherein the display device 1s back light 1llumi-
nated by at least one of said light emitting elements.

14. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 13, wherein said
power supply circuit includes a boosted power supply boost-
ing the supplied power supply voltage to at least the drive
voltage value required for the light emission of the light
emitting elements and supplying the boosted power supply
voltage as the drive voltage to the one or more target light
emitting elements for the light emitting elements having the
values of drive voltages required for emitting light larger than
the value of the power supply voltage.

15. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 12, wherein said
power supply circuit decides the lowest voltage value by
comparing a drive circuit voltage from each of the light emut-
ting elements with a reference voltage.

16. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 12, wherein said
power supply circuit supplies the drive voltage based on pulse
width modulation.

17. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 12, further compris-
ng:

a serial parallel conversion circuit converts digital serial
data concerning the set current value to drive the light
emitting elements.

18. A display apparatus having a power supply voltage

source, the apparatus comprising:

a plurality of light emitting elements of different drive
voltages required for the light emission;

at least one illuminated portion 1lluminated by said light
emitting element; and

a light emitting element drive apparatus to which said
plurality of light emitting elements are connected 1n at
least one of serial or parallel and driving one or more
light emitting elements among the plurality of light
emitting elements,

wherein said light emitting element drive apparatus
includes:

a drive circuit connected to at least one corresponding
light emitting element of the plurality of light emitting
clements, said drive circuit driving the corresponding,
light emitting elements with luminances based on a
set value,

a power supply circuit configured to decide a lowest
drive voltage that satisfies a drive condition of one or
more light emitting elements driven to emit light
based on drive states of the plurality of drive circuits
said power supply circuit includes a boosted power
supply boosting a voltage from the power supply volt-
age source and supplies at least the boosted voltage to
the plurality of light emitting elements,

wherein the drive voltage 1s the lowest drive voltage.

19. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 18, wherein said
power supply circuit decides the lowest drive voltage value by
comparing a drive circuit voltage from each of light emitting

clements with a reference voltage.

20. An apparatus as set forth in claim 18, wherein said
power supply circuit supplies the drive voltage based on pulse
width modulation.
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21. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 18, further compris-

ng:

a serial parallel conversion circuit converts digital senal
data concerning the set value to drive the light emitting
clements. 5

22. An apparatus as set forth 1n claim 17, further compris-

ng:

a current setting circuit, said current setting circuit convert-
ing the converted digital serial data from the digital
serial conversion circuit and supplying the converted 10
digital serial data to the drive circuit.
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