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1
LAUNCH MONITOR

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a launch monitor. More
specifically, the present invention relates to a portable launch
monitor that includes substantially all of 1ts functional com-
ponents on or within a single housing, and having a graphical
user interface and database structure that provides unique and
novel capabilities.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Over the past thirty years, camera acquisition of a golier’s
club movement and ball launch conditions have been pat-
ented and improved upon. An example of one of the earliest
high speed imaging systems, entitled “Golf Club Impact and
Golf Ball Monitoring System,” to Sullivan et al., was filed 1n
1977. This automatic imaging system employed six cameras
to capture pre-impact conditions of the club and post impact
launch conditions of a golf ball using retroreflective markers.
In an attempt to make such a system portable for outside
testing, patents such as U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,471,383 and 5,501,
463 to Gobush disclosed a system of two cameras that could
triangulate the location of retroreflective markers appended to
a club or golf ball 1n motion.

Systems such as these allowed the kinematics of the club
and ball to be measured. Additionally, systems such as these
allowed a user to compare their performance using a plurality
of golf clubs and balls. In 2001, U.S. Patent App. No. 2002/
01558961, entitled “Launch Monitor System and a Method
tor Use Thereol,” was published. This application described a
method of monitoring both golf clubs and balls 1n a single
system. This resulted 1n an improved portable system that
combined the features of the separate systems that had been
disclosed previously. In Dec. 5, 2001, the use of fluorescent
markers in the measurement of golf equipment was disclosed
in U.S. Patent App. No. 2002/0173367.

However, these prior inventions do not provide an appara-
tus that includes portability and state of the art imaging tech-
nology. These systems also failed to utilize data networks,
such as the Internet, to transfer information to a database that
1s capable of maintaiming historical knowledge of a players
performance and characteristics. Furthermore, a continuing,
need exists for a battery operated apparatus that 1s portable
and includes wireless networking that further improves the
case of use.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The tools that are often used to aid competitive golf players
are commonly referred to as Launch Monitors. A launch
monitor typically includes an imaging system that 1s capable
of 1imaging dynamic events such as the motion of the golfers
club, balls, or body. The image may include one or more
image frames. The image or images may then be analyzed
using a desired mathematical algorithm that enables the kine-
matic characteristics of the club, ball, or body to be deter-
mined.

Because of the complexity of the analysis, launch monitors
often include many parts including, but not limited to, a
camera, a processor, a strobe, a trigger, and a visual display.
These parts often make the launch monaitor large, or difficult
to maneuver. Some launch monitors may have multiple parts
distributed over a given area or may require assembly at the
test location. This makes the launch monitor difficult to trans-
port, setup, and/or calibrate. In most instances, a golf player
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must go to the location of the launch monitor, rather than
using the launch monitor at any location on a golf course.

In one embodiment, the present mvention comprises an
apparatus for measuring golf club and ball kinematics. This
embodiment includes a camera system capable of acquiring a
plurality images of a field of view. The camera system may be
powered by a self contained power cell that 1s capable of
providing power to the apparatus for at least two hours. Hav-
ing a self contained power cell allows the apparatus to be
capable of being moved to a plurality of locations based on at
least two rolling devices, which may comprise at least two
wheels. In some embodiments, the self contained power cell
may be rechargeable. In one embodiment, the self contained
power cell 1s capable of providing power for at least four
hours. However, in other embodiments, 1t may be capable of

providing power for at least eight hours.

In one embodiment, the self contained power cell com-
prises a battery, which may be selectively positioned within a
housing. Preferably, the battery comprises about 10% or less
of the space within the housing. In one embodiment, the
battery may comprise a nickel metal hydrnide battery or a
lithium 10n battery. The self-contained power cell may have
50 or more watt/hours of power. In another embodiment, the
self-contained power cell has 250 or more watt/hours of
power. In other embodiments, however, the self-contained
power cell has 500 or more watt/hours of power.

In one embodiment, the present invention includes a hous-
ing that 1s s1zed and configured to hold the camera system and
the self-contained power cell. The apparatus may also com-
prise an electronic display that i1s integrally formed in the
housing. In some embodiments, the electronic display has a
diagonal size of about 10 inches or greater.

In one embodiment, the present invention may be capable
of determiming golf club kinematic information selected from
the group consisting of club head speed, club head path angle,
club head attack angle, club head loit, club head droop, club
head face angle, club head face spin, club head droop spin,
club head loit spin, and ball impact location on the golf club
face. In another embodiment, the present invention may also
be capable of determining golf ball kinematic information
selected from the group consisting of ball speed, ball eleva-
tion angle, ball azimuth angle, ball back spin, ball rifle spin,
ball side spin, and ball impact location on the golf club face.
In one embodiment, the kinematic information 1s acquired
based on four cameras and at least two light sources that are
capable of 1lluminating the field of view.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
method for measuring golf club and ball kinematics that
includes providing a portable housing and selectively posi-
tioning a battery within the portable housing. In this embodi-
ment, the battery 1s capable of providing operating power for
at least two hours. In other embodiments, the battery may be
capable ol providing operating power for at least four hours or
eight hours. In this embodiment, the portable housing 1s based
on at least two rolling devices, which may comprise two
wheels.

In one embodiment, the present invention comprises a
method for measuring the kinematics of a golf object com-
prising storing image reference information for a plurality of
golf objects. An 1mage of at least one of the golf objects 1n
motion may then be acquired. The golf object may be auto-
matically identified based on a comparison to the stored
image reference information. In one embodiment, the stored
image reference information 1s based on inherent features of
said golf objects. The automatic 1dentification may be per-
formed at a rate of about six seconds or less. However, 1n other
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embodiments the rate may be about three seconds or less, or
alternately about one second or less.

This embodiment further comprises providing an imaging
system having a resolution of greater than about 0.5 lp/mm, 1
lp/mm, or 5 lp/mm. The imaging system may be used to detect
inherent features of the golf objects, which may include one
or more of a logo, an 1ndicia printed on the surface of the golf
object, or a geometric profile of the object. The stored image
reference information may comprise Figen values for the
plurality of golf objects. In this embodiment, the step of
automatically identifying the at least one golf object com-
prises calculating the Eigen value of the at least one golf
object from the acquired 1mage and comparing it to the stored
image reference information.

In one embodiment, at least one golf object has a marker
applied to an outer surface 1n order to allow an object to be
recognized. Alternately, the outer surface of the at least one
golf object comprises at least 3 markers. Preferably, the mark-
ers, which may be fluorescent or retroreflective, are capable
of creating a high contrast with the surface of the at least one
golf object.

In one embodiment, the stored 1image reference informa-
tion comprises information for 50 or more golf objects. In
another embodiment, the stored image reference information
comprises mformation for 200 or more golf objects. Alter-
nately, stored image reference information may comprise
information for 500 or more golf objects.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
system for measuring the kinematics of a golf object com-
prising at least one camera system and a computational device
capable of automatically identifying an acquired image from
a library of stored reference information. In this embodiment,
the computational device 1s capable of automatically 1denti-
tying the acquired image in about six seconds or less. How-
ever, 1n other embodiments the computational device may be
capable of 1dentifying the acquired 1image 1n about three sec-
onds or less, or alternately 1n about one second or less.

This embodiment also includes an imaging system having
a resolution of greater than about 0.5 Ip/mm, 1 lp/mm, or 3
lp/mm. The 1imaging system may be used to acquire the stored
reference information, which 1s preferably based on inherent
teatures of the golf objects. In one embodiment, the automatic
identification 1s based on Figen values.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises an
apparatus for determining golf club and ball kinematics com-
prising a camera system having a field of view and a display
device. This embodiment also includes a teeing aid that 1s
capable of assisting a golier 1n placing the golf ball within the
camera’s field of view in order to locate the ball within a
predetermined teeing position. Preferably, the teeing aid 1s
capable of grabbing and sequentially presenting a plurality of
video images. The images may have a frame rate, which may
be greater than about 5, 10, or 20 frames/sec.

In one embodiment, the teeing aid has a field of view. The
field of view may be greater than about 2"x4" or about 4.5"x
6.5". The field of view 1s preferably 1lluminated by at least one
light source. Preterably, the light source comprises a light
emitting diode. The teeing aid may be persistently or selec-
tively activated. Alternately, the teeing aid may be automati-
cally deactivated after detecting the presence of a golf ball.

In one embodiment, the graphic user interface displays a
substantially square grid. The grid may include a plurality of
smaller squares having dimensions at least equal to the diam-
cter of the golf ball. The square grid preferably allows the
present invention to display an existing ball location based on
the plurality of smaller squares and instructing a user to move
the golf ball to the proper teeing position. A user may be
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instructed to move the golf ball downrange, uprange, toward
a golfer, or away from a golfer.

In one embodiment, the present mvention further com-
prises at least one trigger. Preferably, the at least one trigger
requires no mechanical readjustment for left or right handed
goliers. The trigger may comprise an optical trigger including
a laser, an ultrasonic trigger, a rapid response trigger, or a
discrete logic device. The trigger 1s preferably capable of
determining the timing of the at least one light source and
camera based on a look-up table. In some embodiments, the
look-up table comprises at least 20 categories.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
method for determining golf club and ball kinematics com-
prising grabbing and sequentially presenting a plurality of
video 1mages using a teeing aid. The method also includes
selectively activating at least one light source that 1s capable
of 1lluminating the field of view presented by the teeing aid.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises an
apparatus for measuring club and ball kinematics. The appa-
ratus mcludes a camera system, at least one trigger opera-
tively connected to the camera system, a processor capable of
running an operating system, and a handheld remote control
for interacting with the operating system. The remote control
may operate within the radio frequency spectrum or infrared
frequency spectrum. Alternately, the remote control may be
connected to the housing based on a cable or 1t may be
hardwired to the housing.

In embodiments where the remote control operates within
the radio or infrared spectrums, the operating system 1s pret-
erably capable of 1identiiying the handheld remote associated
with the apparatus such that 1t only responds to its associated
handheld remote. The remote control may be stored within
the housing. In one embodiment, the present invention also
includes a graphical user interface. The graphical user inter-
face may be capable of displaying the impact position on a
photo-realistic graphic image of a club face. The graphical
user interface may be capable of displaying a carry plot. The
carry plot may illustrate a plan view of calculated ball landing
positions on a fairway or a plan view of golf ball trajectory
and an elevation view of golf ball trajectory. The plan view
may include multiple shots on the same carry plot. Preferably,
a current shot 1s highlighted 1n a different color from one or
more previous shots. The graphical user interface may also be
capable of illustrating the orientation and direction of motion
of a club head, the direction of motion of a golf ball, and
comparison charts.

In one embodiment, the comparison chart may include
multiple 1mpact positions on a club face, or a landing plot
capable of graphically depicting the landing positions of a
ball struck using ditferent clubs. In some embodiments, mul-
tiple trajectories may be placed on the same plot. In other
embodiments, the graphical user interface may be capable of
displaying a contour plot illustrating carry distance or total
distance of a ball as a function of backspin rate and launch
angle at a particular speed. In addition, the comparison chart
may comprise an equipment comparison chart of two or more
objects that show multiple impact positions on each club face.

In one embodiment, the graphical user interface includes
drop down menus. A user may navigate between the drop
down menu’s and multiple displays by using a handheld
remote. Preferably, the remote allows a user to navigate 1n at
least four directions. It may be desirable to allow the graphical
user interface to include graphic icons that are used to inform
a user of a system status. System status may include the
battery level, AC power, operating mode, network status,
ready status, and trigger status of the apparatus.
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In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
method for determining club and ball kinematics. The method
includes providing a processor capable of running an operat-
ing system and providing a remote control for interacting with
the operating system. The remote control may be based on
radio frequency identification.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
method for determining club and ball kinematics. The method
includes the steps of providing an apparatus comprising a
camera system capable of acquiring a plurality of images of a
field of view and a processor capable of running an operating
system. The method also includes providing a network capa-
bility capable of interacting with the operating system
wherein the network 1s capable of interacting with remote
data processing devices. In one embodiment, the network
comprises a wireless network, standard Ethernet connection,
or a telephone modem. The network 1s preferably capable of
transierring data at a rate of 1 Mbps, 5 Mbps, 10 Mbps, or
more. Inthis embodiment, the remote data processing devices
may comprise a computer or a display device.

In one embodiment, the network may be used to transier
data to a central server to store or display a golfer’s charac-
teristics, such as club characteristics, ball characteristics, ball
trajectory, equipment comparison, and the like. In other
embodiments the network may be capable of transmitting
transaction information, such as an equipment order, financial
information of a purchaser, a shipping address, and salesper-
son information, to a central server. Additionally, the network
may be capable of transmitting order confirmation informa-
tion, updating soitware for the operating system, transierring
data to multiple data consumers, and the like.

In one embodiment, the present mvention comprises an
apparatus for determining golf club and ball kinematics. The
apparatus comprises a camera system capable of acquiring a
plurality of images of a field of view, and a networking device
capable of interacting with a processor. The networking
device 1s preferably capable of interacting with a remote data
processing device.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises an
apparatus for determining golf club and ball kinematics. This
embodiment includes a camera system capable of acquiring a
plurality of images of a field of view and a wireless network-
ing device capable of interacting with a processor. The wire-
less networking device 1s preferably capable of interacting
with a remote data processing device.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
method for determining club and ball kinematics. The method
comprises the steps of providing an apparatus comprising a
camera system capable of acquiring a plurality of images of a
field of view and a processor capable of running an operating
system. The method further includes providing a network
capability capable of interacting with the operating system. In
this embodiment, the network 1s capable of interacting with
remote data processing devices. In this embodiment, the club
and ball are preferably automatically identified.

In another embodiment, the present invention comprises a
method for determining club and ball kinematics. The method
includes providing an apparatus comprising a camera system
capable of acquiring a plurality of images of a field of view, a
processor capable of running an operating system, and a self
contained power cell. The method also includes providing a
network capability capable of interacting with the operating,
system. In this embodiment, the network 1s capable of inter-
acting with remote data processing devices.

In one embodiment, the self contained power cell com-
prises a battery, which may be rechargeable. The battery may
be, for example, a nickel metal hydride battery or a lithium 1on
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battery. In one embodiment, the self contained power cell
may have 50 or more watt/hours of power.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagram showing one embodiment of an exem-
plary portable housing;

FIG. 2 1s a table showing an exemplary lookup table struc-
ture employed by an FPGA algorithm;

FIGS. 3-7 are block diagrams that illustrate the major
functional components in one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 8 1s a diagram showing an exemplary display on the
user 1interface;

FIG. 9 1s a diagram showing another exemplary display on
the user interface;

FIG. 10 1s a diagram showing one example of a teeing aid
displayed on an integrated display;

FIG. 11 1s a table 1llustrating data acquired using an exem-
plary launch monitor 1n accordance with the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 12 and 13 are tables showing the average and stan-
dard deviations measured for each kinematic characteristic;

FIG. 14 1s adiagram showing an exemplary screenshot that
may be displayed on the user interface;

FIGS. 15-17 are diagrams showing a kinematic analysis of
a club:

FIG. 18 1s a diagram showing one exemplary type of kine-
matic analysis that may be performed according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 19 1s a diagram showing the kinematic analysis of

three different clubs displayed on an exemplary user inter-
face.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

PR.

(L]
=T

ERRED

Competitive athletes are constantly 1n search of tools to
fine-tune each aspect of their game. For competitive golf
players, the key to improvement often entails selection of
equipment which optimally fits their specific swing charac-
teristics. Thus, a competitive golf player 1s constantly search-
ing for tools that enable them to observe and analyze alterna-
tive equipment as well as each aspect of their swing. By doing
s0, a player can make changes necessary for achieving opti-
mal performance, which may ultimately lead to a better score.

The tools that are often used to aid competitive golf players
are commonly referred to as Launch Monitor. A launch moni-
tor typically includes an imaging system that 1s capable of
imaging dynamic events such as the motion of the golfers
club, balls, or body. The 1image may include one or more
image frames. The image or images may then be analyzed
using a desired mathematical algorithm that enables the kine-
matic characteristics of the club, ball, or body to be deter-
mined.

Because of the complexity of the analysis, launch monitors
often include many parts including, but not limited to, a
camera, a processor, a strobe, a trigger, and a visual display.
These parts often make the launch monitor large, or difficult
to maneuver. Some launch monitors may have multiple parts
distributed over a given area or may require assembly at the
test location. This makes the launch monitor difficult to trans-
port, setup, and/or calibrate. In most instances, a golf player
must go to the location of the launch monitor, rather than
using the launch monitor at any location on a golf course.

The present mvention comprises a launch monitor that
includes substantially all of 1ts functional components on or
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within a housing. In a preferred embodiment, the launch
monitor 1s capable of being transported and used 1n any
desired location. One or more camera’s, flashes, and triggers
may be used to acquire images of a golf club and golf ball. The
launch monitor 1s preferably capable of receiving and trans-
mitting data over a wireless network.

The acquired images and other data may be analyzed by a
processor, and then displayed using an LED, LCD or other
type of display or printer. In one embodiment, the launch
monitor may “recognize” a plurality of golf clubs and golf
balls based on an optical fingerprint. The optical fingerprints,
which are preferably stored 1n a memory, allow the launch
monitor to 1dentity a golf club and/or ball substantially soon
alter they are placed in the field of view of the monitor Optical
fingerprinting enables automatic record keeping, and storing
performance data and equipment used simultaneously. This
teature eliminates tedious record keeping, eliminates data
entry errors, and enables rapid equipment optimization.

To ensure accuracy, the golf ball 1s preferably placed at a
desired point within the field of view of the launch monitor. In
one embodiment, a player may determine where to place the
ball based on a teeing aid that helps the player determine
proper placement of the ball. In a preferred embodiment, a
teeing aid provides video images of the ball on a display.
Alternatively, the teeing aid may illuminate an area where the
ball may be placed where 1t will be within the lines of sight of
cameras used by the launch monitor. A user may determine
when the placement of the ball 1s correct based on the dis-
played image or alternatively upon the ball’s placement 1n the
1lluminated area.

In one embodiment, the launch monitor has a fixed field of
view. Thus, the kinematic characteristics of the ball are deter-
mined based on 1mages of the ball that are taken soon after
impact with the golf club. In order to determine the trajectory
of the ball, a trajectory model 1s preferably employed. In one
embodiment, the trajectory model 1s based on aerodynamic
coellicients that are obtained using an indoor test range.
Housing

In one embodiment, the housing 1s configured and dimen-
sioned to hold substantially all of the functional components
of the launch monitor. In this embodiment, the functional
components may be housed within, or on the surface of, the
housing. Additionally, other non-functional components,
such as calibration equipment, may be housed on or within
the housing.

An exemplary housing 1s shown in FIG. 1. As shown 1n the
FIG. 1 embodiment, the housing i1s portable. Preferably, the
housing may be easily pushed or pulled by one person. To aid
in moving the housing, one or more wheels 101 may be
included. The wheels 101 may be placed at one or more
desired points on the housing. The dimensions of each wheel
are preferably chosen such that they are capable of distribut-
ing the weight of the housing.

In some embodiments, the present invention may be used
on soit surfaces, such as the grass on a goli course. When
small, narrow wheels are used to support large loads on soft
surfaces, they often cause the wheels to sink 1nto the surface,
rendering them ineflective. In one embodiment, there are
preferably two wheels 101. In this embodiment, the wheels
according to the present invention have a wide tread 1n order
to avoid sinking into soit surfaces. The wide tread allows the
wheels to distribute the weight of the launch monitor over a
larger surface area. Preferably, the tread of the wheels 1s
between about 1 and 4 inches wide. More preferably, the tread
of the wheels 1s between about 1.25 and 2.5 inches wide, and
most preferably the tread of the wheels 1s between about 1.75
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and 2.25 inches wide. In other embodiments, rollers or other
devices may be used to aid with portability.

In one embodiment, an extensible handle (not shown) may
be 1included 1n the housing 1n order to allow the launch moni-
tor to be easily transported. The extensible handle should be
of a sufficient length to allow a user to easily push or pull the
launch monitor. In one embodiment, the suificient length may
be measured 1n terms of the extended wheel to handle grip
length. In a preferred embodiment, the length 1s preferably
between about 3 and 6 feet. More preferably, the length 1s
between about 3.5 and 5 feet, and most preferably, the length
1s between about 3.75 and 4.25 {eet.

In one embodiment, the housing may include one or more
lids 105. Each lid 105 may have a different size, and 1is
preferably capable of being opened or closed about a hinge. In
a preferred embodiment, when the lid 1s 1n the closed position,
it 1s capable of maintaining a weather resistant seal. The
weather resistant seal 1s preferably capable of preventing a
substantial amount of moisture from entering the housing. In
a preferred embodiment, when the lid i1s shut, the weather
resistant seal preferably meets at least a NEMA-S5 standard.

As described above, 1t 1s desirable for the present invention
to be portable. Accordingly, 1t 1s desirable to minimize the
total weight of the housing and 1ts components. Preferably,
the total weight of the present invention 1s less than 100 Ibs.
More preferably, the total weight 1s less than 70 lbs, and most
preferably the total weight of the present invention is less than
50 Ibs.

As previously described, the housing 1s preferably capable
of enclosing all of the functional and non-functional compo-
nents necessary for the launch monitor to operate. However,
in order to ensure that the present invention 1s portable, 1t 1s
desirable to minimize the total volume of the housing. Along
these lines, the housing can have any shape or dimensions,
while remaining within a desired volume. Preferably, the
volume of the housing 1s about 4 cubic feet or less. More
preferably, the volume of the housing 1s about 2 cubic feet or
less, and even more preferably 1t 1s about 1.5 cubic feet or less.

As discussed above, the housing may include one or more
lids 105 that are capable of being opened and closed about a
hinge. In a preferred embodiment, the lid 105 includes an
integrated display 107. The display 107 1s preferably posi-
tioned on the mmner surface of the lid 105. This allows the
display 107 to be protected from moisture by the weather-
proof seal, as previously discussed.

The angle of the Iid 105, which includes the integrated
display 107, may be adjusted 1n order to make 1t easier for a
player to view. In one embodiment, the lid 105 may be adjust-
able with a torsional resistance hinge 109, similar to a laptop
computer hinge. The hinge 109 may be capable of being
adjusted, while allowing the screen to maintain a desired
position. In another embodiment, the lid 105 may be rotatable
about a swivel connection. The swivel connection preferably
allows the l1d 105 to be opened and rotated 360 degrees. This
would allow a user to view the display 107 when standing
behind, or to the side of, the launch monitor.

As will be discussed i more detail below, the present
invention may be capable of being controlled remotely, via a
remote control 111. Preferably, the remote control 111 1s
stored within the housing. In one embodiment, the remote
control 111 may be stored in a receptacle within the 11id 105.
In one embodiment, the remote control 111 1s capable of
operating within the radio frequency (RF) spectrum, and thus
does not need to be hard wired to the launch monitor. In such
an embodiment, the remote control 111 may be selectively
removable from the receptacle when in use. Preferably, the
RF remote 1s small, hand-held, and battery powered. Prefer-
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ably, the hand-held remote has a volume of about 20 cubic
inches or less. In other embodiments of the invention, the
hand-held remote 1s about 10 cubic inches or less, or even
may be about 5 cubic inches or less.

In embodiments where the remote control 111 1s not hard
wired to the launch monitor, it may be desirable for each
remote 111 to operate at a desired frequency. This may be
particularly desirable in embodiments where more than one
launch monitor 1s being used 1n close proximity. In such an
embodiment, tuning each remote 111 to a different frequency
allows each launch monitor to only communicate with the
remote 111 with which 1t 1s associated. One advantage of
having different remotes tuned to different frequencies is that
cross-talk, or other types of interference may be prevented. In
other words, each launch monitor may be capable of respond-
ing to the remote 111 associated with 1t, while allowing other
launch momitors to communicate with their respective
remotes 111. The remote 111 may operate within radio fre-
quency or inirared spectrums. Alternately, the remote 111
may communicate with each launch monitor based on radio
frequency 1dentification.

As shown in the FIG. 1 embodiment, the present invention
includes a face 113, which preferably faces the golf player. In
one embodiment, the face 113 of the launch monitor 1s con-
figured and dimensioned from cast aluminum. The face 113
preferably includes one or more camera assemblies and at
least one trigger, each of which will be discussed 1n more
detail below. The face 113 of the launch monitor also includes
the hinged 1id 105, which includes the integrated display 107.
In this embodiment, the cast aluminum face 113 provides an
clectrical ground for electronic equipment. In other embodi-
ments, other materials capable of providing an electrical
ground may be used. This may include, but 1s not limited to,
any known metal.

In a preferred embodiment, the launch monitor also
includes an area for storage of additional equipment. This
equipment may include both functional and non-functional
devices. In one embodiment, a storage area for calibration
equipment fits within the housing. The storage area allows
substantially all of the equipment necessary for the launch
monitor to function to be housed within a single unit. In
addition, storing additional equipment within the housing
allows the additional equipment to be 1solated from environ-
mental factors, such as moisture, by a weather resistant seal.
Realignment and Leveling

In a preferred embodiment, the present invention substan-
tially reduces the drawbacks that are typically associated with
using a launch monaitor. It 1s desired that the present invention
1s capable of being used in any environment, with minimal
adjustment and calibration. In instances where the launch
monitor needs to be calibrated, 1t 1s desired that the time and
manpower required to accomplish the calibration 1s substan-
tially reduced.

Prior art launch monitors typically exhibit several prob-
lems when they are not used 1n a controlled environment such
as a test range. A common problem 1s that prior art camera
assemblies typically have a small field of view, such as 4x6".
In order to acquire images of the golf club and golf ball during
motion, these small fields of view require the golf ball to be
precisely located.

The present invention substantially reduces the need for
precise ball location. In the FIG. 1 embodiment, four camera
assemblies 115 are shown. One or more, or all of the camera
assemblies 115 may have a field of view that 1s about 50
square iches or greater in size. More preferably, the field of
view of a camera 1s about 100 square inches or greater, and
even more preferably 1t 1s about 200 square inches or greater.
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Alternatively, the field of view of a camera may be described
to cover an area of at least from about 6"x8" to about 12"x20".
More preferably, the field of view covers an area from about
7"x9" to about 10"x 14", and most preferably the field of view
of each camera assembly covers an area from about 8"x10" to
about 9"x12". Other aspects of the camera assemblies will be
discussed 1n more detail below.

Having a larger field of view allows each camera assembly
115 to acquire 1mages of a golf ball without any clearance

from the ground. In one embodiment, the present invention
includes four camera assemblies 115. It 1s desired that two
camera assemblies are selectively positioned to acquire
images of the golf club, while the other two camera assem-
blies are selectively positioned to acquire images of the golf
ball. In this embodiment, the field of view of each camera
assembly 115 preferably overlaps by a small amount, for
example, between 0.5 and 1.5 inches. The overlap simplifies
a left and right handed operabaility.

Launch monitors typically require a triggering system,
which allows each camera assembly to determine when 1t
should acquire an i1mage, and the appropriate interval
between 1mages. The timing of each image, and the interval
between 1mages 1s physically dictated by the velocity of the
golt club or ball. A triggering system typically must be placed
on one side of the launch monitor in order to detect an
inbound club. Because right and leit handed players swing
from opposite sides, this requires the triggering system of a
launch monitor to be re-positioned and calibrated. In prior art
systems, this 1s typically a time consuming and labor inten-
stve task. In one embodiment of the present invention, the
triggering system allows the launch monitor to be used with
both right and left handed golfers without mechanical cali-
bration or readjustment. The triggering system will be dis-
cussed 1n greater detail below.

Prior art launch monitors often require a flat, level surface
to ensure angular accuracy. However, golf courses typically
comprise soit irregular grassy slopes. This either requires
special equipment to level the monitor, or itmay require a golt
player to find a flat surface before using the launch monaitor.
Additionally, whenever a golf monitor 1s moved to another
location, prior art systems oiten require recalibration and
configuration. This causes prior art launch monitors to be
impractical outside of a controlled setting.

In one embodiment, the present invention includes a sens-
ing device that 1s capable of detecting the angle of inclination
of the launch monitor. The sensing device may then commu-
nicate with a processor, which 1s preferably capable of
accounting for the angle of inclination when it determines the
kinematic characteristics of the golf club and golf ball. In
such an embodiment, the present invention does not need to
be placed on a flat or level surface. This allows the present
invention to analyze a player’s swing and resultant ball tra-
jectory under realistic circumstances.

Most launch monitors require calibration in order to ensure
accuracy. However, many systems require a user to calibrate
a system either periodically, or when they notice thatreadings
are iaccurate. In one embodiment, the present invention 1s
capable of automatically prompting a user for calibration.
The prompting may be done 1n any desired way, such as by an
indication on the mtegrated display, or through another type
ofindicator, such as an LED that 1lluminates when calibration
1s required. In one embodiment, the calibration may be
accomplished by acquiring images of a calibration fixture that
1s stored within the housing. Numerical algorithms and meth-
ods for calibrating a launch monitor are well known to those
skilled 1n the art.
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Network

In many applications, 1t may be desirable to transfer the
data acquired by a launch monitor to an electronic memory. In
some embodiments, the memory 1s an electronic database.
Transferring data may be desirable 1n order to perform further
analysis on the data, create diagrams or other 1llustrations, or
to track progress over a period of time.

In a preferred embodiment, multiple launch monitors may
be used at close proximity to one or more computers, for
example at a driving range, or they may be distributed at
various locations throughout a golf course. When multiple
prior art launch monitors are used at close proximity, they are
typically hardwired to a computer 1n order to enable data
transier. When multiple prior art launch monitors are distrib-
uted, the data must e1ther be stored onto a memory within the
launch monitor, or 1t must saved onto a memory storage
device, such as a disk, and then transferred to a computer.
Though a single computer 1s discussed, 1t will be understood
that one or more computers may be used 1n the embodiments
described below.

These data transfer situations discussed above cause com-
plications. Hardwiring multiple launch monitors to a com-
puter can require many wires from each monitor. This can
result in considerable set-up and removal time. Additionally,
it restricts the movement of each launch monitor. Storing data
onto a memory within a launch monitor may require signifi-
cant amounts of storage space, and storing data onto a disk
has the obvious disadvantages of being cumbersome, com-
plicated, and time consuming.

In a preferred embodiment, a wireless network 1s formed
between each launch monitor, and a computer that 1s capable
of storing the data. In some embodiments, the computer may
be capable of performing analysis or other calculations based
on the data. In one embodiment, each launch monitor and
computer are capable of recerving and transmitting data. The
wireless network allows one or more launch monitors to
communicate with the computer through the air, which
thereby eliminates the need for hardwiring between a launch
monitor and a computer. In addition, launch monitors that are
distributed at different points on a golf course do not have to
store data from multiple users 1n a memory, or on a memory
storage device.

Additionally, a wireless network may substantially reduce
the setup time that 1s required for each launch monitor. In a
preferred embodiment, the computer may communicate
wirelessly with each launch monitor to determine whether
they are activated, calibrated, functioning correctly, and the
like. This substantially reduces the setup time because a tech-
nician can focus their attention on a launch monitor that 1s
malfunctioning or needs to be calibrated. However, the tech-
nician is preferably able to bypass launch monitors that do not
require attention. The reduction 1n setup time may be espe-
cially obvious when launch monitors are distributed over a
large area, such as a golf course. In such an embodiment, a
computer could direct a technician to a malfunctioning
launch monitor. This would eliminate the need for one or
more technicians to walk across a large area to verily that each
launch monitor was operating correctly.

In another embodiment, 1t may be desirable to transier data
from each launch monitor to a central database or server. This
may be done 1n several ways. In one embodiment, the data
may be transierred from a given launch monitor, to the com-
puter, and then to the server. In this embodiment, the central
database or server and the computer may be hardwired
together, or they may be capable of communicating via a wide
area network (WAN), such as the Internet. In another embodi-
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ment, the central database or server may be equipped to
transmit and receive data directly from the launch monitor.

In either embodiment, 1t 1s desirable to transfer data from
the launch monaitor to the central database or server 1n order to
provide a golf player with remote access to their data and the
kinematic analysis. In a preferred embodiment, a player may
remotely access the central database or server using, for
example, the Internet. In this manner, a user would be able to
view their data and kinematic analysis at any time. In one
embodiment, this would allow a user to compare and track
changes 1n their swing and resultant ball trajectory over a
period of time.

As described above, each launch monitor and computer 1s
preferably capable of receiving and transmitting data wire-
lessly. In one embodiment, 1t 1s desirable to transmit data from
a computer to a launch monitor. In this embodiment, data may
be transmitted from a central database or server to the com-
puter. As discussed above, this computer connected to the
central server or database via hardwire or a WAN.

In some embodiments, 1t may be desirable to transmit
requests for information, or instructions to one or more
launch monitors. For example, 1t may be desirable to update
the launch monitor software. In this case, the software
upgrade may be transierred from the central server or data-
base to the computer. The computer may then wirelessly
transmit the software upgrade to each launch monitor. In
other embodiments, 1t may be desirable to add, remove, or
reconfigure the software present 1n each launch monaitor.

As described above with regards to the housing, each
launch monitor preferably has an integrated display. In some
embodiments, 1t may be desirable to alter the appearance of
the display. This may include changing the graphics, font,
colors, information displayed, or the like. In such embodi-

ments, the data necessary to implement these changes may be
transierred from the central server or database to each launch
monitor.

Alternately, it may be desirable to transmit a request for
information from one or more launch monitors. In this
embodiment, the request for information could be sent from
the central database or server to each launch monitor via the
computer. For example, a central database or server may send
a request for all of the data collected from a given launch
monitor over a desired period of time. Other information,
such as self-diagnostic information from each launch moni-
tor, or the like, may be requested. In these embodiments, the
request for the data would be sent to the launch momitor,
which would then transmit this information back to the cen-
tral database or server. This may occur directly or via a com-
puter.

In a preferred embodiment, the wireless network may be
implemented 1n any manner known to those skilled in the art.
This may include the use of a wireless transmitter and
receiver Tunctioning at desired frequencies. In one embodi-
ment, each wireless transmitter 1s preferably capable of trans-
mitting data a distance of 10 yards or greater. More prefer-
ably, each transmitter 1s capable of transmitting data a
distance about 600 yards or greater, and most preferably each
transmitter 1s capable of transmitting data a distance of about
1000 yards or greater.

In one embodiment, any type of data may be transmitted
and received by the launch monitor and computer. The data
may include, but 1s not limited to, player equipment, club
and/or ball kinematics, sales information, marketing informa-
tion, or audio or video data regarding one or more monitored
golf swings of a player. In a preferred embodiment, data 1s
transmitted at a high rate. The data transmission rate 1s pret-
erably the same for both the launch monitor and the computer.



US 8,622,845 B2

13

However, 1n some embodiments, the data transmission rate
may be different. Preferably, the data transmission rate 1s
greater than about 2 Mbps. More preferably, the data trans-
mission rate 1s greater than about 10 Mbps, and most prefer-
ably the data transmission rate 1s greater than about 50 Mbps.
Cameras

In one embodiment, one or more camera assemblies may
be used to acquire 1images of the golf club and golf ball in
motion. In a preferred embodiment, the present invention
includes at least two camera assemblies. As described above,
one camera assembly 1s configured and positioned to acquire
images of the golf club, while the other camera assembly 1s
configured and positioned to acquire images of the golf ball.

In order to analyze the kinematic properties of the golt club
and golt ball, i1t 1s desirable that the cameras have short expo-
sure times, with short intervals between consecutive images.
The time tervals typically depends on the velocity of the
club and/or ball. As such, 1t 1s preferable to have the acquired
images transferred to an electronic memory soon after they
are acquired by the imaging sensor of each camera. In a
preferred embodiment, each camera 1s attached to a proces-
sor, such as a computer.

In one embodiment, a digital processor and digital memory
are used to process the acquired images. Because consecutive
images are acquired within a short time interval, 1t 1s desirable
to have a hardwire connection that allows rapid transfer of
information between the 1imaging sensor, memory and the
processor. The hardwire bus used should also provide the
advantage of flexible interconnectivity. This 1s particularly
important 1n applications where the total volume of a housing
1s limited. In a preferred embodiment, the connection
between the one or more cameras and the processor 1s based
on a 1394 bus, commonly referred to as a Fire Wire bus, which
1s well known to those skilled in the art. A FireWire bus 1s
preferably used because 1t enables high speed transier of data
at a reasonable cost. In other embodiments, other types of
bus’, such as PCI express, USB, or Camera Link, may be
used.

The bus speed 1s preferably chosen to maximize the speed
of data transier between the cameras and the processor. Pret-
erably, the bus speed 1s greater than 100 Mbps. More prefer-
ably, the bus speed 1s greater than about 400 Mbps, and most
preferably the bus speed 1s greater than about 800 Mbps.

In one embodiment, each of the cameras on the launch
monitor may be asynchronously triggerable. A synchro-
nously triggerable camera can only trigger a camera to
acquire an 1mage when a clock signal 1s high. This makes the
imaging period dependent on the speed of the clock. In many
situations, the speed of the clock may not be suificiently fast
enough to allow a camera to acquire 1images of a rapidly
moving object, such as a golf ball or golf club.

On the other hand, an asynchronously triggerable camera
may be triggered to acquire an image independently of the
clock signal. This allows a camera to acquire an 1images at
specific intervals. In another embodiment, the asynchro-
nously triggerable camera may be repeatedly triggered. In
elfect, this would allow the camera to capture video 1images.

An additional benefit of the asynchronous trigger 1s that
cach camera shutter time may be controlled independently.
This 1s because each camera may be triggered to activate, or
acquire an 1mage, at any interval. In this embodiment, the
trigger could activate the first camera to acquire an 1image of
the club. If the triggering system determined that the second
camera needed to activate immediately after the fist camera,
the asynchronous trigger would allow this to happen. If a
synchronous trigger was employed, the second camera could
not be activated until the clock signal was high.
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In a preferred embodiment, two cameras are used to cap-
ture 1mages of the golf club and golf ball. Preferably, the
cameras are able to take multiple 1mages of the golf ball
and/or golf club to analyze the movement of the club and/or
ball. This may be accomplished using a variety of methods.
Preferably, a multi-frame method may be employed. This
method 1s well known to those skilled 1n the art, and involves
taking multiple images 1n different frames.

More preferably, a method that uses multiple strobing or
shuttering 1n a single frame may be used. In one example of
such a method, the shutter of the camera 1s maintained 1n an
open position for a desired period of time. While the shutter 1s
open, the CCD of the camera 1s maintained in an activated
state, so that the camera 1s able to acquire multiple 1mages on
the same frame. This method 1s analogous to using an analog
camera that uses film with low sensitivity and maintains the
shutter of the cameras 1n an open position. Because the shutter
1s continuously open, multiple images may be acquired onto
the same frame by using a strobing light. In the sunlight, this
method can create poor 1images due to sunlight bleaching the
strobed 1mages.

Most preferably, a multishutter system 1s employed. An
example of a multishutter system 1s the Pulnix TM6705AN
camera, which 1s described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,533,674 and
incorporated herein by reference. The Pulnix TM6705AN
camera 1s a square pixel, VGA format, black and white tull
frame shutter camera. The camera features an electronic shut-
ter that allows the camera to take multiple shutter exposures
within a frame to capture high speed events. The camera has
a small, lightweight, rugged design, making 1t 1deal for por-
table systems. In a multishutter system, the camera shutters
by activating and deactivating the pixel elements of the CCD
sensor. The camera also includes a CCD which may be selec-
tively activated. At desired intervals, the CCD of the camera
may be activated and deactivated 1n order to acquire 1images
on the same frame. A multishutter camera allows multiple
images to be acquired 1n one frame while minimizing the
amount of background noise due to ambient lighting.

According to the method of the present invention, a golf
club and golf ball are imaged using the apparatus described
above. A golf club and ball may be placed in front of the
apparatus shown 1 FIG. 1. In accordance with the present
invention, a golf club may be 1imaged on the upswing or on the
downswing, depending on a particular application. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, multiple 1mages of the golf club are
captured during the downswing.

The swing speed of a club, and thus the velocity of the ball,
may vary based on the skill or experience of a player, or the
type of club being used. In order to extract useiul information
about the club and ball, such as that described above, the time
interval between captured 1images may be varied to improve
kinematic accuracy. It 1s desirable to maximize the separation
of subsequent object images within a given field of view. It
also may be necessary to acquire subsequent ball images prior
to 360 degrees of ball rotation. Swing speeds may vary
between 30 and 130 mph, and ball speeds may vary between
50 and 230 mph. For slower swing and ball speeds, the time
interval between two 1mages 1s preferably between 1 and 3
milliseconds, and more preferably between 1.5 and 2 mualli-
seconds. For faster swing and ball speeds, the time interval
between two 1mages 1s prelferably between 300 and 1000
microseconds, and more preferably between 600 and 800
microseconds. In some embodiments, the difference between
the club speed and the ball speed may be large. In such
embodiments, the time interval between two 1mages of the
club and the time 1nterval between two 1mages of the ball may
be ditferent.
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In a preferred embodiment, the camera assembly com-
prises an 1maging sensor and lens assembly, and a camera
control board. In one embodiment, the imaging sensor may be
a CCD. However, other types of sensors, such as a CMOS
sensor, may be used. As shown 1n the FIG. 1 embodiment, the
imaging sensor and lens assembly 1s preferably attached to
the rngid aluminum face of the launch monitor. One advantage
of having the 1maging sensor and lens assembly fixed to the
face of the plate 1s that the mechanical motion of the 1magin-
ing components 1s extremely limited, resulting 1n infrequent
calibration. Monitoring Systems which are not rigid require
frequent calibration and are less desirable for portable equip-
ment.

The camera control board may be detached from the 1mag-
ing sensor. In one embodiment, the camera control board may
be located at a different location within the housing. The
imaging sensor may be attached to the camera control board
using, for example, a ribbon cable. Remotely locating the
camera control board within the housing of the launch moni-
tor provides the advantage of providing more flexibility in
placing components within the housing.

The 1imaging sensor 1 a digital camera, such as a CCD or
CMOS, 1s composed of pixels, which are tiny light-sensitive
regions. The sensors 1n most cameras today are made up of
millions of pixels, each one registering the brightness of the
light striking 1t as the photo 1s taken. The number of pixels 1n
the 1mage 1s referred to as the 1image’s resolution. Previous
launch monitors used low resolution camera’s 1n order to
capture 1mages. This was partially due to a lack of high
resolution cameras, and partially because high resolution
images require larger amounts of storage space. As technol-
ogy has improved, high resolution camera prices and memory
prices have dropped. It 1s now cost elfective to use a high
resolution camera for many applications.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 1t 1s
desirable for the resolution of the camera to be sufficient to
allow an accurate kinematic analysis of the images. Increas-
ing the resolution of the camera allows a more detailed picture
to be taken of a golf club and ball 1n motion. This 1n turn
provides the advantage of allowing more accurate and precise
kinematic calculations. Preterably, the resolution of the cam-
era 1s about 300,000 pixels or greater, and more preferably 1s
about 600,000 pixels or greater. Even more preferably, the
resolution of the camera 1s about 1,000,000 pixels or greater.
In an alternative embodiment, the resolution of the camera
may be 640x480 pixel image or greater. More preferably, the
resolution of the image of the camera 1s about 1024x768 or
greater.

Flash

At least one light source 1s typically present in many prior
art launch monitors. The light source 1s used to 1lluminate the
ball and club 1n order to generate one or more 1mages. In one
embodiment, a light source 1lluminates the golf club and ball.
The light that reflects back from each object 1s imaged by the
camera assembly.

In another embodiment, a club and ball may be tagged
using a set of markers. In combination with a camera system,
this can be a powertul tool for analyzing the swing of a player.
Typically, the markers placed on the equipment are selected to
create a high contrast on the images of the swing captured by
the camera. In one example, the markers may be black dots on
the surface of a white ball. A light source such as a strobe, that
1s fired at the ball during impact, captures the black dots on a
high contrast white background. The use of black dots, how-
ever, may not generate sufficient contrast to allow such a

system to be used in an outdoor environment.
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To increase the contrast of the markers compared to back-
ground light, high intensity markers or limited spectrum
markers are typically used. High intensity markers reflect
light with a higher intensity than a white diffuse surface.
Limited spectrum markers are excited by a specific spectrum
of light, and only return light within a certain excitation
wavelength. In one embodiment, the present invention may
be used with either high intensity markers or limited spectrum
markers. In another embodiment, a combination of both types
of markers may be used. Each type of marker will be dis-
cussed 1n more detail below.

When acquiring images based on limited spectrum mark-
ers, 1t 1s desirable to have a light source that 1s able to emat
light within a narrow spectrum. This 1s because each limait
spectrum marker 1s excited by light within a narrow spectrum,
as described above. In a preferred embodiment, the light
source comprises one or more strobe lamps 121. In thas
embodiment, the flashes are located behind two {resnel
lenses, which are positioned substantially flush with the face
and are visible in FIG. 1. A strobe lamp provides the advan-
tage ol providing a high intensity flash of light that has a short
duration. Additionally, a strobe lamp 1s capable of generating
multiple consecutive flashes of light.

In a preferred embodiment, the strobe lamp preferably
includes an integral filter. The integral filter 1s preferably part
of the housing of the strobe lamp. The filter only allows light
within a desired spectrum to pass to the golf ball and golf club.
Many different types of filters may be used 1n accordance
with the present invention. The type of filter that 1s employed
may depend on environmental factors, the types of markers
that are used, or the like.

Preferably, a high quality filter 1s employed. The filter
should be capable of withstanding high temperatures, and
should be durable. In addition, the filter should be capable of
passing between about 60% and about 90% of the desired
wavelength of light. In one embodiment, a dichroic filter may
be used to provide these advantages. A dichroic filter 1s an
optical filter that reflects one or more optical bands or wave-
lengths and transmits others, while maintaining a nearly zero
coellicient of absorption for all wavelengths of interest. A
dichroic filter may be high-pass, low-pass, band-pass, or band
rejectlon
In one embodiment, a low pass filter may be used to allow
light between desired wavelengths to pass. The wavelength of
light that 1s allowed to pass may depend on the types of
markers that are used. In one embodiment, light that 1s less
than 500 nm 1s allowed to pass through the low pass filter.
More preferably, light that 1s less than 480 nm 1s allowed to
pass, and most preferably light less than 470 nm 1s allowed to
pass.

In one embodiment, the filters are chosen according to the
limited spectrum markers that are placed on the surface of the
golf ball or club. The wavelength of light that 1s allowed to
pass through the filters 1s typically referred to as the excitation
wavelength, while the wavelength of light that 1s returned by
the limited spectrum markers 1s typically referred to as the
emission wavelength. When the excitation wavelength light
reflects off of white surfaces, 1t 1s reflected back at substan-
tially the same wavelength. However, when the excitation
wavelength light strikes the limited spectrum markers, 1t 1s
reflected back at a substantially different wavelength that
depends on the properties of the markers. In one embodiment,
the excitation wavelength 1s not part of the emission wave-
length. This allows a camera system filter to eliminate all light
reflected from surfaces other than the markers.

Another aspect of a strobe lamp that provides an indication
of 1ts intensity 1s the magnitude of the number of joules of
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light that are emitted. In one embodiment, this measurement
indicates the number of joules of light that are emitted by each
flash of a strobe lamp. Preferably, greater than 5 joules are
emitted by each strobe lamp. More preferably, greater than 15
joules are emitted, and most preferably greater than 20 are
emitted by each strobe lamp.

In one embodiment, it 1s desirable for the strobe lamp to
generate multiple flashes of light within a short period of
time. This allows multiple images of both a golf club and ball
to be taken before and after impact. Thus, it 1s desirable to
mimmize the time required for successive tlashes. Preferably,
the lag time between successive flashes 1s less than 1000
microseconds. More preferably, the lag time between flashes
1s less than 500 microseconds, and most preferably the lag
time between tlashes 1s less than 200 microseconds.

In a preferred embodiment, as described above, two or
more flashes are generated within a short amount of time.
Because the flashes are generated rapidly, 1t 1s impossible for
a user to distinguish between consecutive flashes. In addition,
a user may not know whether both flashes fired correctly
because of the short duration of each tlash. With previous
systems, a user would have to mspect the acquired 1mages
and/or the kinematic analysis in order to determine 11 each of
the tlashes had fired correctly. Extensive diagnostic time was
often required to 1dentily a failure 1n the flash system.

To enable automated diagnostics, the flash preferably
sends a signal to a processing unit when 1t fires. The signal
preferably indicates the duration of each flash and the number
of flashes fired. The signal 1s preferably generated from a
photodiode which 1s integral to the flash assembly. In one
embodiment, this information may be displayed on the inte-
grated display. By signaling the processor with information
about the duration of each flash, the present invention pro-
vides the advantage of allowing the processor to increase the
accuracy of the kinematic measurements and subsequent
analysis. This 1s because increasing the accuracy of each
parameter, such as the duration of an 1individual tflash and the
time between subsequent flashes, will allow a processor to
more accurately calculate the kinematic characteristics of the
golf club and ball.

In a preferred embodiment, the flash 1s generated by using
one or more xenon bulbs. A xenon bulb provides the advan-
tage of generating a large amount of high intensity white light.
In conjunction with a Fresnel lens, the light generated by the
xenon bulb 1s capable of being focused towards a specific
area, such as the field of view that was described above. In
other embodiments, other types of bulbs that are capable of
generating high intensity light, such as LED’s, may be used.
Trigger

In one embodiment, 1t 1s desirable to capture 1images of the
golf club before impact with the golf ball. Additionally, it 1s
desirable to capture 1mages of the golf ball 1n the moments
after impact. As described above, this allows the kinematic
characteristics of the club and ball to be calculated. In order to
capture the desired 1images, the camera and flash must be
activated during the desired portions of the swing and the ball
trajectory. In rudimentary systems, this was done by manu-
ally selecting the appropriate times for a player’s swing
speed. However, more advanced systems employ a triggering
system that determines when the club and ball are 1n motion,
and relays this information to the camera and flash through a
signaling system.

Accordingly, the camera and flash are preferably synchro-
nized such that they are capable of generating images of the
golf club and golf ball in motion. In order to generate images,
the camera and the flash have to be triggered to activate
substantially simultaneously. This allows the light generated
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by the flash to be reflected by the ball or club, and then
captured by the camera. Thus, upon detection of club motion,
the camera and flash may be triggered to activate.

The configuration, type, and number of triggers may be
varied. For instance, 1n one embodiment, two triggers may be
used. The two triggers are selectively positioned such that
they require no mechanical intervention regardless of the
goliers handedness. In other words, they do not have to be
manually or automatically moved, realigned, or readjusted in
order to detect motion of a golf club and/or ball for left and
right handed golfers.

In one embodiment, one of the triggers may detect the
motion of the club while the second trigger determines the
motion of the ball, after impact. Either trigger 1s capable of
detecting the motion of the club or ball, and depends on
whether a right or left handed player 1s swinging the club. In
a preferred embodiment, two trigger assemblies are used.
One trigger assembly preferably detects club motion for right
handed golfers and the other trigger assembly detects club
motion for left handed golfers. One example of this embodi-
ment 1s shown in FIG. 1, where triggers 117 and 119 are
selectively positioned at opposite sides of the launch monitor.
Each trigger 1s preferably located close to the ground so that
it 1s able to detect the club in motion prior to 1impact.

In another embodiment, only one trigger assembly may be
used. The single trigger 1s preferably capable of detecting the
motion of the club. In this embodiment, the trigger 1s preter-
ably placed at the center of the launch monitor. Though not
shown 1n F1G. 1, this trigger may be located midway between
triggers 117 and 119. The trigger preferably has a rotatable or
pivoting connection. This connection allows the trigger to be
angled towards the right or left, depending on whether a right
or left handed player 1s swinging a club. The trigger may be
moved manually, or 1n another embodiment, may be moved
automatically using a motor or the like.

It 1s desirable to use a trigger that has a fast response time
and high signal to noise ratio. This 1s desirable because the
trigger controls the signaling of the camera and the flash.
Thus, the position of the objects retlection within the image
frame 1s dependent on trigger response. In one embodiment,
an optically based trigger may be used. An optical trigger has
a fastresponse time and a high signal to noise ratio, 1s accurate
and precise, and 1s capable of functioning 1n conditions where
ambient light levels are high. This 1s especially important for
a golf monitor that 1s used outdoors, because the sunlight may
interfere with certain types of triggers.

In a preferred embodiment, the optical trigger uses a mono-
chromatic or laser light. One such laser sensor 1s described by
U.S. Pat. No. 6,561,917, which 1s incorporated herein by
reference. In another embodiment, an ultrasonic trigger may
be used. One such ultrasonic trigger 1s described by pending
U.S. application Ser. No. 13/017,725 entitled “Golf Club and
Ball Performance Monitor Having An Ultrasonic Trigger,”
which 1s incorporated herein 1n 1ts entirety.

Trigger’s commonly include an emitter and receiver. As
described above, 1t 1s desirable for the present invention to
comprise substantially all of the functional components
within the housing of the launch monitor. Accordingly, the
emitter and recerver are preferably housed within the present
invention. As shown in the FIG. 1 embodiment, the trigger
assemblies 117 and 119 comprise emitters and recervers. In
some embodiments, the trigger may employ a passive reflec-
tor that further enhances signal to noise ratio which makes 1t
robust 1n bright ambient light environments.

In order to control the activation of the camera and the
tflashes, the trigger preferably includes a control circuit. In
one embodiment, the control circuit preferably includes a
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discrete logic device such as a field programmable gate array
(FPGA), microprocessor, or digital signal processor. The dis-
crete logic device allows the trigger to be reprogrammed, as
will be described in more detail below. Because the trigger 1s
being used with objects that are moving at a high velocity, 1t
1s preferable that the trigger 1s capable of performing real time
control of the camera’s and flashes.

In a preferred embodiment, the trigger determines the tim-
ing of the activation of the camera and flashes based on a
lookup table. The lookup table i1s preferably stored i a
memory, or a device that includes a memory, such as an
FPGA. Preferably, the lookup table 1s capable of storing 10 or
more categories of data. More preferably, the lookup table 1s
capable of storing 25 or more categories of data, and most
preferably the lookup table 1s capable of storing 50 or more
categories of data.

Among the categories of data that may be stored are vari-
ous time 1ntervals for the activation of cameras and flashes.
The category which should be used for a particular swing 1s
determined by the trigger interval. In one embodiment, the
trigger interval 1s determined by the duration which a club 1s
detected by the trigger sensor. In a preferred embodiment, the
trigger interval 1s determined by the duration between two
sequential club detection locations. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the trigger determines the time interval that 1t takes for
the object to move from one predetermined point to another.
The triggering circuit then uses the lookup table to determine
the appropriate timing for the cameras and flashes.

FIG. 2 1s a table showing an exemplary lookup table struc-
ture employed by an FPGA algorithm. The table illustrates
one exemplary embodiment of an FPGA which uses, for
example, a 10 MHz clock In one embodiment, the present
invention employs two laser beams with a spacing of, for
example, 0.873", to detect club motion. The exemplary
lookup table may be used to control when cameras shutters
are opened and closed, and when a strobe light 1s applied to
the scene. One advantage of this embodiment 1s that images of
the club and ball are acquired while these objects are within
the camera’s field of view. Additionally, the precision timing,
of the triggering system allows the amount of time the cam-
eras shutter 1s open to be minimized, improving image quality
by minimizing ambient light. The table shown i FIG. 2 1s
preferably configured to acquire club 1mages at distances of,
for example, approximately 4 and 7.5 inches from the first
laser position and ball images at, for example, approximately
7.5 and 11 inches from the first laser position.

In one embodiment, the present invention operates as
described below. A counter 1s preferably started within the
FPGA when the laser associated with the first trigger 1s inter-
rupted by the club. A row within the lookup table stored
within the FPGA 1s then selected based on the count value
when the laser associated with the second trigger 1s inter-
rupted by the club.

The cameras and strobes are then controlled based on the
timing associated with the selected row. For example, it the
count value 1s 8000 when the second laser 1s iterrupted by
the club, then row 9 will be selected for execution. The selec-
tion of row 9 1s dictated by FPGA program logistics, since the
count value of 8000 1s greater than or equal to 7574, row 9’s
count value, and less than 8248, row 8’s count value. Thus, a
selection of row 9 1s specified for execution. With row 9
selected, the club cameras will open when the count reaches
345235, strobes will 1initiate at counts of 34626 and 64923.
Then, the club camera will close at count 65123, the ball
camerawill openat 91727, the strobe will illuminate at counts
91827 and 103605, and then finally ball camera will close at
103805.
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The 20 row FPGA table illustrated in FIG. 2 may be
employed to effectively capture images of club and ball col-
lisions where the club speed varies over a wide range. The 20
rows employed 1n the table shown 1n FIG. 2 are capable of
capturing images with club speeds from, for example, 30 to
150 mph. In other embodiments, alternate tables with addi-
tional rows for finer spatial resolution of subsequent 1images
may be employed. It may also be desirable to expand the
speed range to a broader or narrower range than the 30-130
mph range associated with the table shown 1n FIG. 2.

CPU

As described with respect to various aspects of the present
invention, a processor 1s preferably included. In one embodi-
ment, the processor may be a single board computer 301, as
shown 1n FIG. 3. FIGS. 3-7 are block diagrams that illustrate
the major functional components 1n one embodiment of the
present invention. The processor may be used to mstruct the
various functional components. In a preferred embodiment,
the processor 1s used to perform analysis and display results.
The processor preferably uses an embedded operating sys-
tem. This includes, but 1s not limited to, Microsoit Windows
XP or Microsoft Windows CE.

These processing systems are preferred because they are
robust. In other words, relative to other available operating
systems, they have been thoroughly tested for bugs and are
relatively immune to frequent system crashes. These operat-
ing system provide the additional advantage of having a short
startup time. Though even a slow operating system does not
require more than minutes to startup, a long startup time in
addition to other setup requirements eventually becomes time
consuming and even burdensome. Thus, 1t 1s desirable to use
such operating systems 1n order to minimize the startup time.

In a preferred embodiment, the processor 1s capable of
performing a variety of functions. For example, the processor
1s capable of processing the acquired images and sending
them to a memory. Additionally, the processor executes the
soltware that 1s necessary to analyze the images. The proces-
sor 1s capable of performing any function known to those
skilled 1n the art.

For example, 1n one embodiment, the processor may also
be capable of controlling the communications equipment that
1s necessary for wireless communication with a laptop, cen-
tral database, or server. The processor preferably uses one of
the wireless protocol’s that are available. Preferably, the
802.11a protocol 1s used. More preferably, the 802.11b pro-
tocol 1s used, and most preferably the 802.11g protocol 1s
used. The desired protocol may be based on the desired data
transfer rate, the distance that the data will be transferred, or
other parameters known to those skilled in the art. In one
embodiment, the data rates may be greater than about 1 Mbps.
In another embodiment, the data rates may be greater than
about 10 Mbps. In yet another embodiment, the data rate may
be greater than about 50 Mbps.

As described above, 1t 1s desirable to have the results of the
kinematic analysis displayed on the integrated display. The
operating system described above allows the processing unit
to minimize the time between the ball impact and the display
of the kinematic analysis. Preferably, the time between the
ball impact and the display of kinematic results 1s less than
about 6 seconds. More preferably, the time between the ball
impact and the display 1s less than about 3 seconds. Most
preferably, the time between the ball impact and the display 1s
less than about 1 second.

Display

The location of the itegrated display, and its use, was
described above. The display may be chosen based on a
variety of factors. It 1s desirable to have a display that 1s clear,
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bright, and large enough to see. Many types of displays are
currently available. In one embodiment, an OLED screen
may be used. In another embodiment, an LCD, TFT, or the
like may be used. It 1s desirable to have a color display. The
color display provides the user with an attractive screen thatis >
casy to read. In addition, a color screen enables color coding
any information that 1s displayed on the screen.

It 1s desirable that the size of the screen 1s large enough so
that a player can distinguish its contents. Preferably the size
of the screen, measured diagonally, 1s about 10" or greater.
More preferably, the size of the screen 1s about 13" or greater,
and most preferably the size of the screen 1s about 15" or
greater.

The screen i1s preferably bright enough so that it can be
casily viewed outdoors. The desired brightness depends on
many factors, such as the ambient light level. In one embodi-
ment, the brightness of the screen 1s greater than 250 mit or
greater. In another embodiment, the brightness of the screen
1s greater than 400 nit or greater. In yet another embodiment, »g
the brightness of the screen 1s greater than 600 nit or greater.

In some situations, where the ambient light level 1s extremely
high, a screen brightness of 800 nit or greater may be desir-
able 1n order to see the display.

In one embodiment, the screen brightness may be manually 25
adjusted to provide the minimum required brightness, thereby
conserving energy and extending the operating time during
battery powered operation. In a preferred embodiment, a
photo detector 1s used to sense ambient light and automati-
cally selects the minimum brightness required, thereby con- 30
serving energy and extending operating time during the bat-
tery powered operation.

In some situations, where ambient light intensity 1s very
high, 1tmay be desirable to use a screen with an anti-reflective
coating. Any anti-retlective screen known to those skilled in 35
the art may be used. Some screens prevent retlecting by using,

a rough, but substantially transparent surface. Other screens
employ a coating that minimizes the amount of light that
reflects from 1ts surface. The type of screen that 1s used may
depend on 1ts aesthetic qualities, cost, or the like. In a pre- 40
ferred embodiment, the screen may be trans-reflective. A
trans-reflective screen allows light to pass through the dis-
play, retlect off a mirror, and then travel back out. This type of
screen allows for enhanced viewing in outdoor environments
while consuming less energy, thereby extending operating 45
time while under battery power.

In one embodiment, 1t may be desirable to have a touch
sensitive screen. A touch sensitive screen allows a player to
use the integrated display 1n an interactive manner. Any touch
screen known to those skilled in the art may be used. In 50
embodiments with a touch screen, a remote may not be
needed. However, 1t may be optionally included, or alter-
nately it may have limited functions.

Optical Fingerprinting

When a player 1s using the launch monitor of the present 55
invention, 1t 1s desirable to minimize the manual 1nputs that
are necessary for the monitor to function. A time consuming
and burdensome task that 1s associated with the use of launch
monitor’s 1s the entry of the type of club and ball that are being
used by a player. Previous launch monitor’s often require a 60
technician to input the type of ball and club that are being used
every time a player swings, which often leads to significant
downtime and allows for human errors. Thus, 1t 1s desirable to
have the launch monitor automatically recognize and identify
cach ball and club that 1s being used. Such an automatic 65
recognition and identification system 1s described 1n pending,

U.S. application Ser. No. 10/667,4°78 entitled “Golf Club and
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Ball Performance Monitor With Automatic Pattern Recogni-
tion,” the entirety of which 1s incorporated herein.

In one embodiment, the present invention 1s able to recog-
nize a plurality of golf clubs and balls based on a database. In
such an embodiment, the present invention recognizes an
image pattern comparison of a golf club or ball. Then, using
the three principal moments of the pattern of markers on the
club or ball, the three moments are matched to an existing list
of moments 1n the database that correspond to a particular
golf club or ball. A plurality of metrics like the principle
moments of golf clubs and balls may be stored 1n a database
in order to allow the present invention to recognize which
club or ball a player has chosen.

In one embodiment, the database comprises a plurality of
stored reference metrics which may be used to “fingerprint”
golf clubs or golf balls. The number of stored reference met-
rics may range, for example, from 20 to 5000 objects or more.
In most cases, the number of stored reference metrics may be
50 or more, and preferably the number of stored reference
metrics 1s about 200 or greater. More preferably, the number
of reference metrics 1s about 500 or greater. It 1s also expected
that the monitor may be capable of storing reference metrics
for about 1000 or more objects.

When the kinematic analysis of the club and ball are per-
formed, an analysis of the properties of each object may also
be performed. After performing a kinematic analysis of sev-
eral different clubs and balls, the present invention 1s capable
ol determining which properties, such as ball model, shaft
stiffness, shaft length, shaft flex, head model, head loit angle,
or head lie angle, provide a player with the best opportunity
for success. Additionally, a player can determine which com-
bination of ball and club allow them to have the best swing
and resultant ball trajectory. In order to perform such an
analysis, the database includes two or more of the properties
of each club and ball. These properties may be 1input manu-
ally, or transferred to the processing unit of the present inven-
tion from another computing device.

A plurality of properties of each object may be stored in the
database. A display on the user interface, shown in FIG. 8,
allows an operator to store the name and properties of the club
or ball in the database. This may be repeated for a plurality of
clubs or balls. Once all of the properties of the clubs are stored
into the database, they may be displayed 1n another exemplary
display, shown in FIG. 9.

The clubs listed in the FIG. 9 embodiment, may be sorted
according to predetermined groups. These groups may be
determined 1n any desired manner, for example, according to
the location, player, or any other designation which may be
used to 1dentity a collection of clubs. A desired group may be
chosen by, for example, selecting a group from a drop down
menu 901. A particular club or ball may be identified using
the FI1G. 9 display by placing the club or ball within the field
of view, and selecting the ID function 902. Other functions
may be added based on a particular application.

The club properties that may be stored include, but are not
limited to, the coelficient of restitution (COR), head model,
head loft angle, head lie angle, head weight, shaft model, shaft
length, shait stifiness, and the like. Other shait properties,
such as the materials and the like may also be included. In
some applications, the loit and lie angle of the clubhead may
be particularly important. In other embodiments, the type,
manufacturer, head model, and the like may be included 1n the
database. In order to provide useful information to a user on
the graphical interface, top, face, and side 1mages of the
clubhead may be included as well. The properties of each club
that are included 1n the database are not intended to be limited
and may depend on the type of analysis that 1s desired.
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A plurality of properties for each ball may also be stored 1n
the database. These properties may include, but are not lim-
ited to, manufacturer, model, weight, diameter, inertia, acro-
dynamic coellicients, images of the ball, and the like. Other
properties may also be included. For example, the database
entry for a ball may include the manufacturer and model,
inner core diameter, casing diameter, shore D hardness of the
cover, and number of types of dimples. One example of such
a database for the Titleist ProV1 ball would read: “Titleist
ProV1, 1.550", 1.620", 45D, 4”

Teeing Aid

The present invention includes a field of view, as described
above. The ball must be placed and impacted within that field
of view so that the kinematic analysis may be performed.
Prior art launch monitor’s have relied on crude methods of
verilying that the ball 1s within the field of view. For example,
previous monitors have required a user to align a ball within
what they estimate to be the field of view. Alternately, a user

would have to wait for an 1mage to be processed to ensure that
they struck the ball within the field of view.

However, the present invention provides a teeing aid in
order to assist a player 1n veritying that a ball 1s placed within
the field of view of the one or more cameras. The teeing aid
preferably displays live video of the field of view on the
integrated display, thereby providing the user real time feed-
back to assist 1n ball placement. One example of a teeing aid
displayed on the mtegrated display 1s shown 1n FIG. 10. As
shown in the diagram, the teeing aid provides live video of the
teeing area, and has an indicator 1001 that allows a user to
determine when a ball 1s properly positioned within the field
of view.

In one embodiment, the teeing aid comprises a graphic
display. The graphic display may be a substantially square
orid. In this embodiment, the square grid may include a plu-
rality of smaller squares. Each of the smaller squares 1s pret-
erably equal to about one ball diameter. In this embodiment,
the teeing aid 1s able to measure and display the existing ball
location. The teeing aid may also include user instructions to
move the golf ball downrange, uprange, towards the golfer, or
away Ifrom the golfer by a certain distance, for example,
inches. In other embodiments, the graphic display may be any
shape 1including, but not limited to, circular, triangular, hex-
agonal, and the like.

In one embodiment, the ball 1s 1lluminated by LED light to
enhance live video quality. As described before, each ball has
a plurality of limited spectrum markers on 1ts surface. In one
embodiment, the limited spectrum markers are fluorescent
markers, which are responsive to light with a certain wave-
length. The LED’s generate light that 1s within the excitation
wavelength of the fluorescent markers. The light that 1s emut-
ted by the golf ball then passes through the camera filter and
1s acquired by the camera. This image 1s then displayed on the
integrated display. In a preferred embodiment, the video dis-
play of the ball includes cross hairs on the display that show
the orientation of the ball relative to the field of view. This
turther assists a player to correctly place the ball 1n the center
of the field of view.

In a preferred embodiment, a cluster of blue LED’s located
at the center of the launch monitor illuminate the region
where the ball should be placed. It 1s desirable to have enough
LED’s 1n the cluster such that the markers of the ball are
illuminated with suificient intensity to be excited and return
light within the emission wavelength. Preferably, the cluster
of LED’s comprises 15 or more LED’s. More preferably, the
cluster of LED’s comprises 30 or more LED’s, and most
preferably the cluster of LED’s comprises 45 ormore LED’s.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

24

In one embodiment, the video display i1s generated by
increasing the frame rate of the cameras 113. The faster frame
rate provides the player with a real time display of the field of
view. Depending on the camera and the frame rate, the video
image may have a slight delay. Preferably, the video rate of
the camera 1n video mode 1s about 5 or greater frames per
second (Ips). More preferably, the video rate 1s about 10 or
greater Ips, and most preferably the video rate 1s about 20 or
greater Ips. As the rate, measured in frames per second
increases, the delay of the display decreases.

In one embodiment, the teeing aid 1s able to function 1n
three different modes. Each of the three modes allow a dii-
ferent level of assistance. In one mode, referred to as the
casual mode, the teeing aid gives a player a predetermined
amount of time for the player to place the ball within the field
of view. During this time, the video does not come on. If the
player has placed the ball correctly within the field of view, no
video will be displayed. However, after a short amount of
time, preferably about 10 seconds, the video mode will be
activated if the ball 1s not correctly aligned within the field of
VIEW.

In a second mode, referred to as the insistent mode, the
video mode automatically mitiates after each swing and auto-
matically shuts off when a ball 1s properly located. The third
exemplary mode 1s referred to as the manual mode. In this
mode, the teeing aid 1s disabled unless specifically nitiated
through the user interface. This mode may be desirable, for
example, when a player 1s using a hitting matt with a fixed tee
position, eliminating any need for teeing assistance.

The teeing aid 1s also capable of determining the distance
between the trigger and the placement of the ball. The dis-
tance between the trigger and the ball should be calculated
because the strobe and camera activation intervals needs to be
adjusted according to that distance.

Previous systems required the distance between the ball
and the trigger to be known within a tight tolerance, for
example, within 1". However, the present invention 1s able to
use the teeing aid to determine the distance between the
trigger and the ball. This allows for increased flexibility in
where the ball may be placed within the field of view. Once
the distance between the ball and the trigger 1s determined
with the teeing aid, the triggering circuit can use a lookup
table, described above, to adjust the time of the activation of
the cameras and flashes. In one embodiment, the distance
between the ball and the trigger should be calculated to within
plus or minus 1". In another embodiment, the distance
between the ball and the trigger should be calculated to within
plus or minus 14",

Accuracy

The swing speed of a club, and thus the velocity of the ball,
may vary based on the skill or experience of a player, or the
type of club being used. Swing speeds may vary between 30
and 150 mph, and ball speeds may vary between 30 and 225
mph. When fitting low handicap goliers with a driver, varia-
tions 1n speed of 2 mph, variations in spin of 150 rpm, and
variations 1n angle of 0.5 degrees lead to appreciable perior-
mance variation. Thus, when attempting to calculate kinemat-
ics of objects moving at such a high velocity, 1t 1s important
that accurate spatial and time information 1s obtained

Imaging system resolution 1s dependent on imaging sensor
resolution and size, as well as lens and filter characteristics. In
one embodiment, resolution of the imaging system 1s prefer-
ably greater than 0.5 line pairs per millimeter (Ip/mm). More
preferably, image resolution 1s greater than 1 lp/mm. Most
preferably image resolution 1s greater than 5 lp/mm. The
image resolution may be measured using a USAF target avail-
able from Edmund Industrial Optics.
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In one embodiment, the estimated time between subse-
quent 1mages 1s accurate to within 10 microseconds. In a
preferred embodiment, the estimated time between subse-
quent images 1s accurate to within S microseconds. The expo-
sure duration can adversely effect accuracy due to the fact that
optical blur associated with object motion induces error 1n
spatial estimation. In a preferred embodiment, exposure dura-
tion 1s less than 75 microseconds. In a more preferred
embodiment, the exposure duration 1s less than 30 microsec-
onds. In a most preferred embodiment, the exposure duration
1s less than 10 microseconds. Exposure duration may be
controlled by the strobe burn time, shutter open time, or time
that the 1image sensor 1s active.

In embodiments which use a strobe 1t 1s also desirable to
control the duration of the flash. Preferably, the flash duration
1s about 100 microseconds or less. More preferably, the flash
duration 1s about 50 microseconds or less, and most prefer-
ably the flash duration 1s about 30 microseconds or less.

Once the 1images are acquired by activation of the cameras
and flashes, 1t 1s desirable to calculate the kinematic proper-
ties of the ball and club to a predetermined accuracy. In one
embodiment, the bell velocity 1s among the kinematic prop-
erties that are determined. In one embodiment, the ball veloc-
ity may be determined to within plus or minus 5 mph. In
another embodiment, the ball velocity may be determined to
within plus or minus 2 mph. In yet another embodiment, the
ball velocity may be determined to within plus or minus 1
mph. Most preferably, the ball velocity may be determined to
between plus or minus 0.5 mph or less.

The club velocity 1s another kinematic property thatmay be
determined. In one embodiment, the club velocity may be
determined to within plus or minus 5 mph. In another embodi-
ment, the club velocity may be determined to within plus or
minus 2 mph. In yet another embodiment, the club velocity
may be determined to within plus or minus 1 mph. Most
preferably, the club velocity may be determined to between
plus or minus 0.5 mph or less.

In some applications, it may be desirable to determine the
backspin of a ball 1n order to determine the trajectory. In one
embodiment, the backspin of the ball 1s determined to within
plus or minus 500 rpm. In a preferred embodiment, the back-
spin of the ball 1s determined to within plus or minus 200 rpm.
In a most preferred embodiment, the backspin of the ball 1s
determined to within plus or minus 50 rpm or less.

Another measurement that commonly affects the trajectory
1s sidespin. The sidespin of the ball 1s preferably determined
to within plus or minus 500 rpm. More preferably, the side-
spin 1s determined to within plus or minus 250 rpm, and most
preferably the sidespin 1s determined to within plus or minus
50 rpm or less.

Other characteristics of the club that may be determined
are the path angle, attack angle, face angle, loft angle, and
droop angle. Each of these may be determined to about 1
degree or less. More preferably, each of these may be deter-
mined to about 0.5 degrees or less, and most preferably each
of these may be determined to about 0.25 degrees or less.

One aspect of the present imnvention that determines the
accuracy of the acquired 1images are the camera filters. In one
embodiment, the camera filters are responsible for allowing
the light emitted by the fluorescent markers to pass to the
camera while filtering out light of any other wavelength. This
type of filter 1s often referred to as a monochromatic filter, and
1s well known to those skilled in the art. Preferably, the
monochromatic filter allows light to pass that 1s within plus or
minus 50 nm of a desired wavelength. More preferably, the
monochromatic filter allows light that 1s within plus or minus
25 nm of a desired wavelength, and most preferably the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

26

monochromatic filter allows light to pass that 1s within plus or
minus 5 nm of a desired wavelength.

In one embodiment, the accuracy of the present invention
may be determined by using a testing apparatus, described
below. FI1G. 11 1s a table illustrating data acquired using an
exemplary launch monitor in accordance with the present
invention. In one embodiment, the data 1s acquired by mount-
ing a golf ball into a disk at a radial distance of, for example,
9 inches. The disk 1s preferably attached to a precisely con-
trolled motor with a drive shatt. Then, a precision rotation rate
sensor 1s attached to the drive shaft assembly to obtain true
rotation rate.

In one embodiment, the rotation rate may be set to about
3000 rpm, and the launch monitor may be used to acquire a
desired number of sample 1images, for example, 50 sample
images. The 1images may then be analyzed to calculate kine-
matic characteristics including, but not limited to, ball veloc-
ity, side angle, back spin, side spin, and rifle spin.

In this embodiment, the inertia of the rotating disk and
precise motor control result in a very consistent rotation rate.
Theretfore, assuming that the rotation rate of the assembly 1s
constant, the standard deviations observed from the 50
sampled 1mages may be used to quantity the repeatability of
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

During the testing, a high intensity spot light may be used
as an artificial light source to induce optical glare and 1llumi-
nation variations which may occur during normal outdoor
use. The spotlight 1s preferably repositioned to several loca-
tions during the course of the 50 samples.

The table shown 1n FIG. 11 illustrates that the average
magnitude of spin measured by the launch monitor 1s 3021
rpm, which 1s within a 3 rpm range of the rotation rate sensor
of 3018 rpm. This represents accuracy, of 1 part in 1000.

The table shown 1n FIG. 11 also 1llustrates the repeatability
of an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG.
11 1llustrates that standard deviation of speed, azimuth angle,
back spin, side spin, and rifle spin were about 0.3 mph, 0.1
degrees, 10 rpm, 54 rpm, and 335 rpm respectively. This exem-
plary data indicates that a preferred embodiment of the
present ivention provides accurate and repeatable results.
Using these standard deviations 1n ball kinematics, 1t 1s pos-
sible to estimate the uncertainty of the golf ball landing posi-
tion. For a typical drive with a ball speed of 160 mph the
measured kinematic variations result 1 a landing position
uncertainty of less than 3 yards out of 260 yards.

In another exemplary embodiment, the launch monitor of
the present invention may be used to collect kinematics data
for a club and ball collision. In this embodiment, a Golil.abs
robot 1s fitted with a driver, and then used to produce consis-
tent swing characteristics. The GoliLabs robot 1s preferably
adjusted to produce, for example, five alternative swing con-
ditions. In this embodiment, the present invention may be
used to acquire data for several impacts at each condition.
FIGS. 12 and 13 are tables showing the average and standard
deviations measured for each kinematic characteristic.

The standard deviations shown 1n FIGS. 12 and 13 are due
to vaniations in actual club mechanics associated with the
robot’s swing and impact, as well as variations associated
with an embodiment of the present invention. By comparing
the back spin standard deviation for the consistent revolving
wheel (10 rpm), shown in FIG. 12, with the back spin standard
deviation reported for the robot generated ball backspin (115
rpm for Test 1), shown 1n FIG. 13, 1t can be determined that
the repeatability of an embodiment of the present invention 1s
significantly better than the robot repeatability. Therefore,



US 8,622,845 B2

27

one embodiment of the present invention may be used to
detect small variations associated with club, ball, and robot
performance.

The ball trajectory variations, shown 1n FIG. 13, further
exemplily the repeatability and accuracy attainable with the
present invention. In one embodiment, standard deviations in
carry distance were about 5 yards or less and standard devia-
tions 1n lateral carry deviation were 6 yards or less. As dis-
cussed earlier, the major component of these deviations may
be attributed to variations i1n robot or club action. As demon-
strated by revolving wheel tests, one embodiment of the
present invention 1s able to measure variations less than
attained on the robot.

One advantage of a launch monitor with high accuracy and
repeatability 1s that when testing proiessional goliers with
reproducible swings, fewer data points need to be collected to
characterize performance. Typically, a professional golfer 1s
tested using an embodiment of the present invention, only
about 3-5 swings are required to accurately quantily average
performance with a given club and ball combination.
Trajectory Model

The kinematic analysis 1s based on the acquired images and
the measurements, such as speed, backspin, sidespin, ritle
spin, launch angle, azimuth angle, and the like, that are deter-
mined by analyzing the images. Based on these measure-
ments, the present invention 1s able to determine the trajectory
of the ball. The trajectory of the ball 1s based on a trajectory
model. In one embodiment, the trajectory model 1s based on
acrodynamic coellicients that are obtained from an indoor test
range. By using the ball speed, launch angle, azimuth angle,
backspin, side spin, and rifle spin as 1nmitial conditions, and
numerically integrating the equations of motion, the present
inventionis able to accurately determine characteristics of the
ball trajectory, such as distance, flight path, landing position,
and final resting position.

An exemplary screenshot that may be displayed on the user
interface 1s shown 1n FIG. 14. In one embodiment, shown in
FIG. 14, the trajectory of the ball may be represented 1n
several manners. One such manner 1s shown by graph 1401,
which shows the distance a ball travels as well as its horizon-
tal displacement with respect to the tee. Another plot that may
be included 1s shown by graph 1402. This plot shows the
altitude of the ball during its trajectory. Yet another plot that
may be included 1s illustrated by graph 1403, which 1s a
contour plot showing thght distance for any combination of
launch angle and backspin. A plot similar to graph 1403 could
be based on total distance instead of flight distance. Alterna-
tively, the graphic user interface i1s capable of selectively
switching between contour plots based on total distance or
tlight distance.

One advantage of graphs 1401-1403 is that a player may
isolate the specific aspect of the trajectory, such as flight
distance, horizontal displacement, total distance, or the like,
that they would like to improve. They may then select a club,
based on the kinematic analysis that allows them to maximize
this aspect of the trajectory of the ball. In addition to graphs
1401-1403, other characteristics may be shown. In some
embodiments, atmospheric conditions such as the wind
speed, barometric pressure, direction of the wind, or the like,
may be manipulated using drop down menu’s 1404 to give a
player new trajectory graphs under those altered conditions.
Battery

Each of the functional components requires power 1n order
to operate. Prior systems required each launch monitor to be
attached to a power source, such as an outlet, generator, or the
like. However, 1n one embodiment, the power source for the
present mvention 1s a battery. Using a battery as a power
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source enables the present invention to be portable, and free
of burdensome wiring. The battery preferably allows the
launch monitor to operate for a predetermined amount of time
before recharging 1s necessary. Any battery known to those
skilled 1n the art may be used. The battery may be chosen
based on properties such as capacity, the duration that 1t can
provide power, or chemistry.

In a preferred embodiment, the battery 1s capable of pro-
viding power for about two hours or greater. More preferably,
the battery 1s capable of providing power for about four hours
or greater. Most preferably, the battery 1s capable of providing
power for about 8 hours or greater.

In other embodiments, the battery may be chosen based on
its total storage capacity. Preferably, the total storage capacity
of the battery 1s 50 watt-hrs or greater. More preferably, the
total storage capacity 1s 250 watt-hrs or greater, and most
preferably the total storage capacity 1s 500 watt-hrs or greater.

Many different types of batteries are currently available.
These batteries are often made out of different elements. A
battery’s composition may be chosen based on the environ-
ment 1 which 1t will be used, 1ts recharging ability, ability to
hold charge, or the like. The batteries that may be used
include, but are not limited to, N1 metal hydrides, lead acid,
Lithium Ion, or the like.

In a preferred embodiment, Nickel metal hydride batteries
are used. In some embodiments, it may be desirable to pro-
vide the Nickel metal hydride batteries with an AC power
source. In such embodiments, the AC power source may
either replace or supplement the battery power. This may
include the ability to recharge the battery using the AC power
source. Alternately, the AC power source may be the sole
source of power for the present invention.

Sleep Modes

It 1s desirable for a battery powered device to mimimize 1ts
power consumption when possible. This provides the advan-
tage of allowing the device to function for as long as possible
without being recharged. In one embodiment, the present
invention 1s capable of switching to a “sleep mode” when 1t 1s
not being used. The sleep mode allows the present invention
to conserve as much power as possible, while maintaining
power to perform essential functions.

In one embodiment, power 1s conserved 1n sleep mode by
turning oif a display. In another embodiment, power con-
sumption 1s reduced by at least 25% upon entering sleep
mode. In a more preferred embodiment, power consumption
1s reduced by at least 50%, and 1n a most preferred embodi-
ment power consumption 1s reduced by at least 75% upon
entering sleep mode.

In one embodiment, the present mvention enters sleep
mode after a predetermined amount of time 1f no operator
interaction 1s detected. Preferably, the present invention
enters sleep mode after between about 2 and 60 minutes.
More preferably, the present invention enters sleep mode after
between about 5 and 10 minutes. To further conserve power,
1f no operator action occurs for a selectable time after entering
sleep mode, the system 1s capable of disabling power to shut
down. In a preferred embodiment, the shut down time 1s
selectable by the user and may be set within a range from 3
minutes to six hours.

In alternate embodiments, the present invention may be
manually put into sleep mode via a switch, the graphic inter-
face, or using any method or apparatus known to those skilled
in the art. This may include using a sleep button on the remote
or the graphic interface.

The present invention may resume normal power opera-
tions upon an outside stimulus. In one embodiment, this may
include a button or switch being pressed or activated. In
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another embodiment, the present invention activates when the
trigger, described above, detects the motion of an object.
Once the motion of an object 1s detected, the trigger will
notily the processor, which can then put the launch monitor
back into a normal operating mode.

Fans

During operation, the functional components generate
heat. To prevent these components from overheating, the heat
1s preferably removed from the inside of the housing. This
allows the components to be cooled, and maintained at a
tolerable operating temperature. In a preferred embodiment,
the cooling 1s performed by at least one fan. In one embodi-
ment, the fans are selectively operated, based on the tempera-
ture of the inside of the housing. The temperature 1s deter-
mined based on any temperature sensor known to those
skilled 1n the art. When a temperature sensor detects that the
temperature iside the housing exceeds a predetermined
threshold, the processor activates the fans. The fans are then
shut ofl when the temperature drops below that predeter-
mined threshold. Having a selectively operable fan provides
the advantage of conserving the battery power that 1s needed
to power the fan. However, in embodiments where power
conservation 1s not necessary the fans may be continuously
operated.

In one embodiment, the fan preferably runs at the mini-
mum speed necessary to stay below the desired threshold
temperature. In one embodiment, each fan has a CFM rating,
of 10 or greater. In another embodiment, each fan has a CFM
rating of 100 or greater.

Markers

The present invention may be used with any types of mark-
ers. In some embodiments, as described above, limited spec-
trum markers may be used. In other embodiments, high inten-
sity markers may be used. In another embodiment, markers or
features which are mherent to the object are used. Under the
proper conditions, retroreflective markers and fluorescent
markers can reflect more light than a white diffuse surface.
This feature of retroretlective markers and fluorescent mark-
ers 1s usetul for creating higher contrast between the 1llumi-
nated markers and the remainder of the 1image captured by the
camera. By increasing the contrast, background noise such as
reflections from surfaces other than from the markers can be
reduced or eliminated completely. As described below, these
markers may have any desired properties, and may be placed
at any desired point on the surface of an object.

In a preferred embodiment, it 1s desirable to place a plural-
ity of fluorescent markers on both the golf club and golf ball.
Under proper conditions, fluorescent markers may be used to
return more light within a certain spectrum or at a particular
wavelength than can be reflected by a white diffuse surface.
For instance, fluorescent markers can emit about 200 percent
more light than a white diffuse surface when the spectrum of
light includes wavelengths of light within the excitation
wavelength of the fluorescent marker. The fluorescent mark-
ers of the present invention may be excited by any wavelength
of light, depending on a particular application. Preferably, the
fluorescent markers placed on the golt ball react to blue light
(app. 460-480 nm). For example, when orange fluorescent
markers are 1lluminated by blue light, they retlect orange light
back (app. 600 nm) at a greater intensity than a white diffuse
surtace. Other fluorescent markers, such as green fluorescent

markers, may also respond to blue light.

In this embodiment, 1t 1s desirable to differentiate between
the golf club and the golf ball. Thus, it 1s desirable to place
different tluorescent markers on the golf club and golf ball.
The different fluorescent markers are preferably excited by
light from the same excitation wavelengths. Bandpass filters
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may be used on the cameras to selectively acquire club or ball
images. Alternately, color imaging sensors may be used to
discriminate between club and ball markers.

In one embodiment, a plurality of markers may be placed at
different points on the surface of the golf club. The different
points may include the shafit, toe, heel, or sole of the club. In
a preferred embodiment, the placement of the markers 1s
chosen to facilitate optical fingerprinting of the club. The
placement of the markers may be varied in order to ensure that
cach club or ball 1s optically unique. Those skilled in the art
will recognize that the placement of the markers may be
varied by quantity, size, shape, and spatial location.

In a preferred embodiment, the present invention 1s used to
measure the position and orientation of a golf ball. To aid n
determining the kinematics of one or more golf balls, 1t 1s
preferable to place a plurality of markers on the surface of the
golf ball. The placement of the markers on the surface of the
oolf ball 1s preferably chosen to facilitate optical fingerprint-
ng.

In other embodiments, retroreflective markers and fluores-
cent markers may be employed, either alone or in combina-
tion. In such embodiments, 1t may be preferable to distinguish
between different equipment by exclusively using retrore-
flective or fluorescent markers on each type of equipment.

Several examples of how different club markers and ball
markers can be used to differentiate the club and ball are
described 1 U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/656,882,
filed on Sep. 8, 2003.

In another embodiment, the manufacturer’s logo or stamp-
ing may be used for optical fingerprinting. The markers
placed on the surface of the club or golf ball 105 may have a
substantially circular shape. Preterably, each of the circular
markers has a radius of between 0.10 and 5 mm. More pret-
erably, each of the markers has a radius of between 0.50 and
3 mm, and most preferably each of the markers has a radius of
between 0.75 and 2.5 mm.

The present ivention 1s not intended to be limited to sub-
stantially circular markers. In other embodiments, the shape
ol each marker may be changed as desired. For example, at
least one marker may have a geometric shape other than a
circular one, such as a triangular, rectangular or square shape.
Additionally, at least one marker may be a line or may have
the shape of a symbol, such as a plus sign, an alphanumeric
charactersuchasa “1” oran “0”, a star, an asterisk, or the like.
Alternately, at least one marker may be part of a decorative
logo that 1s placed on the ball or club.

The markers may be placed on the club or ball based on any
known method or apparatus. In one embodiment, the markers
are pad printed onto the goli'ball. This provides the advantage
of reducing the effect of the markers on the trajectory of the
ball. However, 1n other embodiments, the markers may be
painted, glued, or otherwise attached to the surface of the golf
club or ball.

Accessories

The present invention 1s capable of storing a plurality of
accessories within the housing, as described above. Any num-
ber or type of accessories may be used with the present
invention. Such accessories may be used to supplement the
functions that are described above. For example, a video
camera may be stored and subsequently used in accordance
with the present invention. The acquired video may be stored
in a memory, and then played back via the integrated display.
This video may be used for additional analysis, such as bio-
mechanical swing analysis. Other accessories, such as adhe-
stve markers, may also be stored within the housing of the
present invention.
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Compliance

The present ivention includes a plurality of functional
components, as described above. Substantially all of the func-
tional components include at least some electrical compo-
nents. When dealing with electrical components, it 1s often
desirable to ensure that they comply with well known safety
standards. The functional components of the present inven-
tion substantially comply with United States and Interna-
tional safety standards.

In one embodiment, the present invention complies with
part 15 of the Federal Communications Commuission rules for
radiated emissions. The present invention also complies with
safety requirements of Underwriters Laboratory and CE, the
European equivalent to Underwriters Laboratory.

Analysis

The present invention 1s capable of performing many dif-
ferent types of kinematic analysis. The kinematic analysis 1s
preferably performed on the golf club and the golf ball, and
may be used to compare a player’s performance when using,
different types of equipment. The kinematic analysis of the
ball may include, but 1s not limited to, speed, launch angle/
azimuth angle, backspin, side spin, ritle spin, carry distance,
lateral dispersion, total distance, and the like.

A player’s swing requires many aspects to be mastered 1n
order to achieve an optimal ball trajectory. The mechanics of
a swing may be broken down into many aspects, all of which
must be performed properly 1n order to become a good player.
Thus, one embodiment of the present invention, as shown 1n
FIGS. 15-17, performs a kinematic analysis of the club so that
a player may determine how to improve their swing. The
kinematic analysis may include, but 1s not limited to, face spin
rate, droop spin rate, loit spin rate, face angle, droop angle,
loft angle, vertical/horizontal impact position on the club
face, attack angle, path angle, and club speed.

In the FIG. 15 embodiment, a graphical analysis 1s shown
tor a plurality of shots taken with the same club. The graphical
analysis shown n FIG. 135 allows a user to see where each shot
hit the face of the club, a carry plot showing the distance a ball
traveled and its horizontal displacement from the point at
which 1t was struck, and a table showing a numerical analysis
tor each shot. In another embodiment, the kinematic analysis
for each shot may only be shown numerically, as shown 1n
FIG. 17.

In one embodiment, the kinematic analysis may also be
shown according to different types of clubs that are used. In
one exemplary embodiment, shown in FIG. 16, the analysis 1s
shown for each club that 1s used. The FIG. 16 embodiment
allows auser to compare the eflect of each club on each aspect
of the trajectory. A user may desire this type of analysis to
determine, for example, the club which best suits their style of
play.

After performing the kinematic analysis for both the club
and the ball, the analysis 1s processed. In one embodiment,
this processing includes comparing the analysis of each type
of club or ball. This type of analysis may be useful to a player
because 1t allows them to determine which equipment allows
them to achieve an optimal ball trajectory. Many different
types of analysis may be performed. The type of analysis may
depend on a particular player. This analysis may include, but
1s not limited to, an analysis of the same ball with different
clubs, the same club with different balls, the same ball or club
and multiple swings, or the backspin versus launch angle. The
trajectory may also be analyzed. Such analysis may include,
but 1s not limited to, the trajectory versus club speed, trajec-
tory versus loit angle, trajectory versus ball speed, trajectory
versus face angle, trajectory versus launch angle and the
trajectory versus sidespin.
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The analysis may be displayed on a varniety of devices. In
one embodiment, the analysis may be transmitted, via the
wireless connection described above, to a computer or central
database. The data may then be analyzed by the computer or
central database and then viewed. Alternately, the data may be
analyzed by the processor and then transmitted to the com-
puter or central database.

In a preferred embodiment, the data and analysis 1s dis-
played on the user interface. This allows a player to view the
data and analysis immediately after they hit a ball. In this
preferred embodiment, the user interface 1s capable of dis-
playing photorealistic club 1mages. Other visual displays
including, but not limited to, the display of the product used,
the ball impact location, path, attack, and club angles may
also be displayed.

FIGS. 18 and 19 are diagrams showing exemplary screen-
shots that can be displayed on the user interface. FIG. 18
shows one exemplary type of kinematic analysis that may be
performed according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. The FIG. 18 diagram shows four types of
analysis that may be performed. First, part 1801 of the dia-
gram shows a picture of the face of the club, as well as where
the ball struck the face of the club. Part 1802 of the diagram
shows a carry plot, which shows a player how far the ball will
fly. The carry plot may be determined by a variety of factors,
such as backspin, sidespin, attack angle, and the like.

In the FIG. 18 embodiment, part 1803 and 1804 show a top
and front view of the head of the club, respectively. Each view
provides an analysis of the path of the club head, such as loft
angle, attack angle, and the like. Additionally, the resultant
spin on the ball, and the velocity of both the club and ball may
be displayed, as shown in FIG. 18.

In another embodiment, shown in FIG. 19, the kinematic
analysis of three different clubs may be displayed on an
exemplary user interface. In this embodiment, a color coded
carry plot may be used. The color coded carry plot may show
the distance the ball went, as well as its horizontal displace-
ment with respect to the tee. In addition, a comparison of the
kinematic analysis for each club may be displayed. This dis-
play may be used to aid a player 1n any manner, including, but
not limited to, determining which club results 1n the best
trajectory of a golf ball.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to particular embodiments, i1t will be understood to
those skilled in the art that the invention i1s capable of a variety
of alternative embodiments within the spirit of the appended
claims.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. An apparatus for measuring club and ball kinematics,
comprising;

a camera system;

at least one trigger operatively connected to the camera
system, wherein the at least one trigger comprises a
p1voting connection;

a processor operable to run an operating system, wherein
the processor determines a predetermined number of
kinematic characteristics of a golf ball, a golf club, or a
combination thereol based on 1mages acquired by the
camera system, and wherein the processor 1dentifies the
golf ball, golf club, or both based on a comparison of the
acquired 1images and stored reference information; and

a handheld remote control for interacting with the operat-
ing system to select a display of one of the predeter-
mined number of kinematic characteristics:

wherein the apparatus 1s operable to monitor both right
handed and left handed golf players by angling the at
least one trigger towards the right or the left.




US 8,622,845 B2

33

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the remote
control operates within the radio frequency spectrum.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the remote
control operates within the infrared frequency spectrum.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the remote
control 1s selectively connected to the apparatus using a cable.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the operat-
ing system 1s operable to 1dentify the handheld remote asso-
ciated with the apparatus.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the operat-
ing system 1s operable to respond only to the handheld remote
associated with the apparatus.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the remote
control 1s stored within a housing.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising
a graphical user interface.

9. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the graphi-
cal user interface 1s operable to display the impact position on
a graphic 1image of a club face.

10. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the
graphic image 1s at least one photo realistic image of the club
face.

11. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the graphi-
cal user iterface comprises a carry plot illustrating a plan
view ol calculated ball landing positions on a fairway.

12. The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the carry
plot includes multiple landing positions on the same carry
plot.

13. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein a
selected landing position 1s highlighted 1n a different color
from one or more alternative landing positions.

14. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the orien-
tation and direction of motion of a club head are graphically
illustrated on the graphical user interface.

15. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the direc-
tion of motion of a golf ball 1s graphically 1llustrated.

16. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the graphi-
cal user interface comprises an equipment comparison chart
of two or more objects.

17. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the com-
parison chart comprises multiple 1mpact positions on a club
face.

18. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the com-
parison chart comprises a landing plot operable to graphically
depict the landing positions of a ball struck using different
clubs.

19. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the graphi-
cal user interface 1s operable to display a golf ball trajectory.

20. The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the golf
ball trajectory comprises at least one of a plan view, elevation
view, and 1sometric view.

21. The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein multiple
trajectories are placed on the same plot.

22. The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the
graphical user iterface 1s operable to display a contour plot
illustrating carry distance or total distance of a ball as a
function of backspin rate and launch angle at a particular
speed.

23. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the graphi-
cal user interface imncludes drop down menus.

24. 'The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the remote
1s operable to navigate between multiple displays.

25. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the remote
includes at least five buttons operable to allow navigation 1n at
least four directions.

26. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the graphi-
cal user iterface comprises graphic icons that are used to
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inform a user of a system status, wherein the system status
includes at least one of a battery level, AC power, operating
mode, network status, ready status, and trigger status.
27. A method for determining club and ball kinematics,
comprising;
providing a camera system that acquires images;
providing a processor operable to run an operating system,
the processor operable to communicate with the camera
system, wherein the processor determines a predeter-
mined number of kinematic characteristics of a golf ball,
golf club, or both based on the images acquired by the
camera system, and wherein the camera system 1s oper-
able to monitor both right handed and leit handed golf
players;
identifying the golf ball, golf club, or both based on a
comparison of the acquired images and stored reference
information;
providing at least one trigger operable to communicate
with the operating system, wherein the at least one trig-
ger comprises a prvoting connection to allow angling to
the right or left depending on whether a player 1s left
handed or right handed; and
providing a remote control for interacting with the operat-
ing system to select a display of one of the predeter-
mined number of kinematic characteristics.
28. The method according to claim 27, wherein the remote
control operates within the radio frequency spectrum.
29. The method according to claim 27, wherein the remote
control operates within the infrared frequency spectrum.
30. The method according to claim 27, wherein the remote
control 1s operatively connected to a housing.
31. The method according to claim 27, wherein the remote
control 1s based on radio frequency i1dentification.
32. The method according to claim 27, wherein the remote
control 1s stored within a housing.
33. The method according to claim 27, wherein the remote
control 1s handheld.
34. A method for determining club and ball kinematics for
two or more golfers, comprising:
providing two or more monitoring systems, each monitor-
ing system operable to:
provide a camera system that acquires 1mages;
provide a processor operable to run an operating system,
the processor operable to communicate with the cam-
era system, wherein the processor determines a pre-
determined number of kinematic characteristics of a
golf ball, golf club, or both based on the images
acquired by the camera system, and wherein the cam-
era system 1s operable to momtor both right handed
and left handed golf players
provide at least one trigger operable to communicate
with the operating system wherein the at least one
trigger comprises a pivoting connection to allow
angling to the right or left depending on whether a
player 1s left handed or right handed; and
identily the golf ball, golf club, or both based on a
comparison of the acquired images and stored refer-
ence information;
providing two or more remote controls, each remote con-
trol configured to interact with the operating system of
only one of the two or more monitoring systems in order
to select a display of one of the predetermined number of
kinematic characteristics.
35. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one trigger 1s positioned near the center of the apparatus.
36. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the stored
reference information comprises Eigen values for a plurality
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of golf clubs and a plurality of golf balls, and wherein the
processor calculates the Eigen value of the golf club, the golf
ball, or both from the acquired images and compares 1t to the
stored 1mage reference information.

37. The method of claim 27, wherein the step of identifying 5
the golf ball, golf club, or both comprises calculating an Figen
value for the golf ball, golf club, or both, and comparing the
calculated Figen value to the stored image reference infor-
mation.

38. The method of claim 34, wherein the stored reference 10
information comprises Eigen values, and wherein each moni-
toring system 1s operable to identity the golf ball, golf club, or
both by calculating an Figen value for the golf ball, golf club,
or both and comparing it to the stored image reference infor-
mation. 15




	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

