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SNAKE PROOF PROTECTIVE GARMENT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s directed toward a protective article
of clothing and more particularly to an article of clothing that
protects the legs of a wearer from snake bites.

The use of protective legging 1s well-known 1n the art. In
particular, hunters, hikers, and other outdoorsmen have used
various protective leggings to protect against snake bites and
thorny brush when walking through heavy undergrowth
areas. For example, U.S. Pat. No. RE 32,506 by Hightower,

Ir., incorporated by reference herein, teaches a tubular leg-
ging made ol a basket weave material that protects against
snake bites while being simple in form and construction, as
well as less cumbersome to wear. In addition, U.S. Pat. No.
5,170,503 by Hightower, Jr. et al, incorporated by reference
herein teaches a similar protective legging. While these gar-
ments improved on the art, problems still exist. For example,
the tubular leg portion of the protective garments are not of a
color or material that blends with the environment. Thus, a
hunter who seeks protection from snake bites and thorny
brush 1s unable to reduce visibility and detection by blending
with the colors of the environment.

An additional problem 1n the art exists in the fact that a
legging that 1s made of material capable of protecting one
against a snake bite 1s usually very rigid and difficult to wrap
around an 1ndividual’s leg. Breaking the material into sepa-
rate sections also 1s problematic as the joint created in
between sections provides a weak spot wherein snakes are
able to penetrate the protective garment and injure an indi-
vidual wearing the garment.

Therefore, the primary objective of this invention 1s to
provide a garment that protects against snake bites and thorny
bushes and also blends with the environment.

Yet another object of the present invention 1s to provide
added strength to a garment for enhanced protection.

These and other objectives will be apparent to those skilled
in the art from the following description.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A protective article of clothing adapted to protect from
snake fangs biting into the leg of a wearer. The protective
article includes a leg portion having a plurality of elongated
inserts made of material impervious to snake bites. The plu-
rality of elongated inserts are placed into a plurality of elon-
gated pockets that are within a fabric layer such that the
clongated 1nserts overlap.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS AND
PHOTOS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a protective garment;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective back view of protective garment;
and

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of a protective garment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS,

As shown 1n the drawings, the protective article of clothing
10 1s a legging or chap adapted to be worn on the leg of the
wearer. While a chap 1s shown, it 1s understood that the article
of clothing could be a gaiter, overalls, cover alls, or the like
without. departing from the scope of the invention.
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The chap 10 has a leg portion that comprises a plurality of
clongated 1nserts made of a matenal impervious to a snake
bite. For example, a protective sheet of aluminum or the like,
a woven fabric with a plastic limng, a double layer of closely
woven stainless steel mesh, plastic or the like.

—

T'he plurality of inserts 14 are disposed within a fabric layer
16 having a plurality of elongated pockets 18. The inserts 14
are disposed and held within the elongated pockets 18.

Each elongated pocket 18 has a top edge 20, bottom edge
22, first and second side edges 24, 26 that extend between and
from the top and bottom edges 20, 22 and a front and back
portions 28, 30. First and second lateral seams 32, 34 extend
across and attach the top and bottom edges 20, 22 of the
plurality of pockets 18 respectively.

Additionally, a plurality of longitudinal seams 38 secure
the plurality of pockets together. The plurality of longitudinal
scams 38 are positioned to cause the pockets 18 and thus
iserts 14 to overlap with one another. Specifically, each
longitudinal seam 1s located adjacent the second edge 26 1n
the front portion 28 of a first pocket and attaches to the back
portion 30 adjacent the first edge 24 of a second pocket. Thus,
because the front portion 28 of a first pocket 1s connected to
the back portion 30 of a second pocket the pockets 18 are
overlapping causing the inserts 14 therein to also overlap. By
having overlapping inserts, not only 1s the chap 10 easily
wrapped around a leg but additionally there 1s double protec-
tion at the longitudinal seams 38 to ensure that no weak points
ex1st within the chap that may be penetrated by a snake bite.

The chap 10 additionally has a fastening means 40 thereon
to secure the chap to a leg. Though depicted 1n the present
embodiment as a buckle type fastener, additional fastening
types such as hook and loop, zipper, button and the like are all
contemplated as within the scope of this invention.

Additionally, the fabric layer can be made of any color,
preferred 1s a neutral earth tone color or camoutlage print
(FI1G. 3). Thus, the wearer of the chap 10 blends 1nto the brush
causing fewer snakes to be aware of the presence of an 1ndi-
vidual and to bite the individual. Thus, at the very least all of
the objectives have been met.

It will be appreciated by those skilled 1n the art that other
various modifications could be made to the device without the
parting from the spirit 1n scope of this invention. All such
modifications and changes fall within the scope of the claims

and are 1intended to be covered thereby.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A protective article of clothing adapted to prevent snake
fangs from biting 1nto the leg of a wearer, comprising:

a leg portion having a plurality of elongated inserts made of

material impervious to snake bites;

a Tabric layer having a plurality of elongated pockets
therein having a first edge, a second edge, a front portion,
and a back portion that receive the plurality of elongated
inserts; and

a longitudinal seam attached to the second edge of the front
portion of a first pocket and attached to the back portion
adjacent the first edge of a second pocket such that the
second edge of the first pocket overlaps the first edge of
the second pocket.

2. The protective article of clothing of claim 1 wherein the
seam connects a front portion of a first pocket to a back
portion ol a second pocket.

3. The protective article of clothing of claim 2 wherein the
seam 1s 1n spaced relation to an adjacent edge of the second
pocket.

4. The protective article of clothing of claim 1 wherein the
material of the plurality of elongated inserts 1s plastic.



US 8,607,365 B2
3

5. The protective article of clothing of claim 1 wherein the
tabric layer 1s a neutral color.

6. The protective article of clothing of claim 1 wherein the
fabric layer 1s of a camoutlage print.
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