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APPARATUS AND METHODS FOR
DELIVERY OF BRAIDED PROSTHESES

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELAT
APPLICATIONS

D,

L1

The present application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/040,598, filed Feb. 29, 2008, which 1s
a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/966,806,
filed Oct. 14, 2004 (now U.S. Pat. No. 7,357,812 B2), which
1s a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/306,
620, filed Nov. 27, 2002 (now U.S. Pat. No. 7,147,656), which
claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser.
No. 60/336,607, filed Dec. 3, 2001, the full disclosures of

which are mcorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention.

The present invention relates generally to medical devices
and methods. More particularly, the present invention relates
to apparatus and methods for delivering braided and other
everting prostheses within a body lumen, such as a blood
vessel.

Coronary artery disease 1s the leading cause of death and
morbidity in the United States and Western society. In par-
ticular, atherosclerosis i the coronary arteries can cause
myocardial infarction, commonly referred to as a heart attack,
which can be immediately fatal or even if survived, cause
damage to the heart which can incapacitate the patient.

While coronary artery bypass surgery can be an effective
treatment for stenosed arteries resulting from atherosclerosis
or other causes, it 1s a highly invasive, costly procedure,
which typically requires substantial hospital and recovery
time. Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty, com-
monly referred to as balloon angioplasty, 1s less invasive, less
traumatic, and significantly less expensive than bypass sur-
gery. Heretolore, however, balloon angioplasty has not been
considered as eflective a treatment as bypass surgery. The
cifectiveness of balloon angioplasty, however, has improved
significantly with the introduction of stenting, which involves
the placement of a scafiold structure within the artery which
has been treated by balloon angioplasty. The stent mhibits
abrupt reclosure of the artery and has some benefit 1n 1nhib-
iting subsequent restenosis resulting from hyperplasia.

Recently, experimental trials have demonstrated that coat-
ing stents with anti-proliferative drugs, such as paclitaxel, can
significantly reduce the occurrence of hyperplasia in angio-
plasty treated coronary arteries which have been stented with
the coated stents.

While the combination of balloon angioplasty with drug-
coated stents holds great promise, significant challenges still
remain. Of particular interest to the present mvention, the
treatment of extended or disseminated disease within an
artery remains problematic. Most stents have a fixed length,
typically 1n the range from 10 mm to 30 mm, and the place-
ment of multiple stents to treat disease over a longer length
requires the successive use of multiple balloon stent delivery
catheters. Moreover, 1t can be difficult to stent an angioplasty-
treated region of a blood vessel with the optimum stent length.

For these reasons, it would be desirable to provide
improved stents, stent delivery systems, stenting methods,
and the like, for the treatment of patients having coronary
artery disease, as well as other occlusive diseases of the
vasculature and other body lumens. In particular, 1t would be
desirable to provide stents, delivery systems, and methods for
the treatment of disseminated and variable length stenotic
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regions within the vasculature. For example, 1t would be
desirable to provide a practical method which permits a phy-

sician to deliver extended lengths of braided prostheses to
blood vessels and other body lumens. At least some of these
objectives will be met by the inventions described hereinatter.

2. Description of the Background Art.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,755,772 describes a tubular prosthesis and
method for its implantation by positioning the prosthesis at a
target site, and everting an end section to lock the stent after
expansion has been completed; and U.S. Pat. No. 5,769,882
describes conformable tubular prostheses and their place-
ment 1n blood vessels.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides methods and apparatus for
the stenting of body lumens, typically blood vessels, and
more typically coronary arteries. The methods and systems
will also find significant use 1n the peripheral vasculature, the
cerebral vasculature, and 1n other ducts, such as the biliary
duct, the fallopian tubes, and the like. The terms *“‘stent” and
“stenting” are defined to include any of the wide variety of
expandable scatfolds which are designed to be intraluminally
introduced to a treatment site and expanded 1n situ to apply a
radially outward force against the mner wall of the body
lumen at that site. Stents commonly comprise an open lattice
structure, typically formed from a malleable or elastic metal.

The stents of the present invention will comprise evertible
structures which radially expand upon eversion to assume a
non-collapsible diameter which remains 1n place within the
body lumen to support the luminal wall. Typically, the evert-
ible stent structures will comprise braided structures, but
other structures, such as counterwound helices, will also be
capable of eversion. In some instances, laser cut helical and
other patterned metal tubes, particularly those formed from
nickel titantum and other shape memory alloys, may be used.
Thin wall tubes formed from polymeric materials, such as
polyethylene terephthalate (PET), expanded polytetratluoro-
cthyolene (e PI1FE), may also find use, even without pattern-
ng.

The braided and other evertible stent structures of the
present invention may be formed from metals, including both
malleable metals and elastic metals, such as shape memory
metals, as well as from polymeric materials. Usually, the
braided structures will comprise individual ribbons of the
desired material which are interwoven to form a braid so that
the braid may be axially elongated to assume a narrow diam-
eter configuration and thereafter be everted to assume a larger
diameter configuration. By “evert” 1t 1s meant that a leading
edge of the prosthesis i1s turned outwardly and backwardly
relative to the narrow diameter portion thereof. In the pre-
ferred methods and apparatus of the present invention, as
described in more detail below, such eversion will be
achieved by mtially holding the prosthesis in 1ts narrow
diameter configuration with the leading portion everted and
fixed to an outer portion of a catheter. This leading portion 1s
referred to as the “fixed end.” The remainder of the prosthesis
which remains in its narrow diameter configuration 1s held
within a passage or lumen of a delivery catheter, and means
are provided for pushing the “advanceable end” of the pros-
thesis which 1s 1n the lumen forwardly relative to the fixed
end. In this way, the leading edge of the prosthesis moves
forward continuously relative to the fixed end as 1t everts
radially outwardly.

The use of such braided and other evertible prostheses
provides a number of advantages. For example, the braided
structure 1s highly flexible, particularly 1n 1ts narrow diameter
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configuration, allowing the introduction of relatively long
stent segments without significantly limiting the ability of the
delivery catheter to pass through torturous regions of the
vasculature or other body lumens. Additionally, by everting
the prosthesis so that 1ts outer portion remains stationary
relative to the fixed end (and thus also relative to the delivery
catheter), the stent will be able to pass through relatively
small body lumens since it advances much like a tractor tread
in moving forwardly through the lumen. In the case of vas-
cular treatments, the stents of the present mnvention will usu-
ally be used following other primary interventions, such as
angioplasty, atherectomy, aneurysm repair, or the like. It will
be possible, however, 1n certain instances, to deliver the stent
without prior intervention because of the ability to advance
through tight lesions and to dilate the lesion as 1t passes
therethrough.

Usually, the methods and apparatus of the present inven-
tion will be used to deliver a single stent having a predeter-
mined length. In other instances, however, 1t will be possible
to provide a means for severing the stent on the catheter 1tself.
In such cases, the methods and apparatus of the present inven-
tion will be capable of delivering variable lengths of stent
depending on the nature and extent of the disease being
treated. That 1s, the apparatus will be used to deliver the stent
under fluoroscopic or other observation, and after a desired
length of stent has been deployed, the deployed length can be
severed from the length which remains carried within the
delivery catheter.

In one aspect of the present invention, a method for deliv-
ering a prosthesis to a body lumen comprises positioning a
metallic tubular prosthesis at a target site within the body
lumen. The prosthesis 1s then everted so that an 1nside surface
1s exposed radially outwardly and advanced over a length of
the wall of the body lumen. Usually, positioning comprises
introducing a delivery catheter having a passage which car-
ries the tubular prosthesis at least partly 1n a radially collapsed
configuration. Everting usually comprises pushing the tubu-
lar prosthesis from the catheter so that a leading portion of the
prosthesis everts and radially expands as 1t exits the catheter
or passage. This 1s usually accomplished by forwardly
advancing a portion of the catheter to push the prosthesis from
the catheter. In a preferred aspect of the present invention, an
advanceable segment of the prosthesis 1s carried 1n the pas-
sage 1n the radially collapsed configuration. A fixed end of the
prosthesis 1s held stationary relative to the catheter in a par-
tially everted configuration. Everting then comprises pushing
a proximal end (i.e., an end or portion of the prosthesis which
1s rachally collapsed within the delivery catheter) to cause a
middle portion of the prosthesis to progressively evert and
advance distally relative to the fixed end. In the case of
braided prostheses, the braided structure will shorten as the
radius expands so that the “advanceable” proximal end pros-
thesis 1s pushed forward at a rate which 1s faster than the rate
at which the everted prosthesis covers the wall of the body
lumen. In preferred embodiments, the prosthesis releases an
active substance which 1nhibits hyperplasia after the prosthe-
s1s has been placed 1n the body lumen.

In another aspect of the present invention, a method for
delivering a stent to a blood vessel comprises positioning the
stent at a target site within the blood vessel and everting the
stent so that an 1nside surface 1s exposed radially outwardly
and advanced over a length of a wall of the blood vessel. The
stent, 1n turn, inhibits restenosis in the blood vessel.

In another aspect of the present invention, a method for
delivering a prosthesis to a body lumen involves positioning a
tubular prosthesis at a target site within the body lumen, the
tubular prosthesis having a total length. The tubular prosthe-
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s1s 1s then everted so that an inside surface 1s exposed radially
outwardly and a desired length of the tubular prosthesis 1s
advanced over a length of a wall of the body lumen, the
desired length being less than the total length. The method
then includes severing a portion of the tubular prosthesis
having the desired length to allow the portion to remain in the
body lumen.

In another aspect of the present mnvention, a method for
delivering a prosthesis to a body lumen mvolves positioning a
delivery catheter carrying a tubular prosthesis at a target site
within the body lumen, everting the tubular prosthesis so that
an mside surface 1s exposed radially outwardly and advanced
over a desired length of a wall of the body lumen, and deploy-
ing a portion of the tubular prosthesis having the desired
length. A second length of the tubular prosthesis remains
carried within the delivery catheter.

In another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for
delivering a prosthesis to a body lumen 1ncludes a catheter
having a passage, a metallic tubular prosthesis carried in the
passage at least partially 1n a radially collapsed configuration,
and a slidable member in the catheter for advancing the pros-
thesis from the passage so that the prosthesis everts and radi-
ally expands as 1t 1s advanced. In some embodiments, the
metallic tubular prosthesis 1s a shape memory metal. In some
embodiments, the metallic tubular prosthesis comprises a
braided metal structure. Alternatively, the metallic tubular
prosthesis may comprise an open lattice structure.

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, an
apparatus for delivering a prosthesis to a blood vessel
includes a catheter having a passage, a stent carried in the
passage at least partially 1n a radially collapsed configuration,
and a slidable member in the catheter for advancing the pros-
thesis from the passage so that said prosthesis everts and
radially expands as 1t 1s advanced. The stent 1s configured to
inhibit restenosis in the blood vessel.

In another aspect of the mnvention, an apparatus for deliv-
ering a prosthesis to a body lumen includes a catheter having
a passage, a tubular prosthesis carried in the passage at least
partially in a radially collapsed configuration, a slidable
member 1n the catheter for advancing the prosthesis from the
passage so that said prosthesis everts and radially expands as
it 1s advanced, and a severing member 1n the catheter for
severing a portion of the prosthesis to allow the portion to
remain in the body lumen while a second portion of the
prosthesis remains carried in the catheter.

These and other aspects and embodiments of the present
imnvention will be described 1n further detail below, with ret-
erence to the attached drawing figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view illustrating a stent delivery
catheter constructed 1n accordance with the principles of the
present invention.

FIGS. 2A-2D illustrate use of the catheter in FIG. 1 for

deploying a braided stent within a stenosed region 1n a blood
vessel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to FIG. 1, the stent delivery catheter 10
comprises a catheter body 12 having a proximal end 14 and a
distal end 16. The catheter body 12 1s formed from a conven-
tional catheter matenial, such as a natural or synthetic poly-
mer, such as silicone rubber, polyethylene, polyvinylchlo-
ride, polyurethane, polyester, polytetratluoroethylene, nylon,
and the like. The body may be formed as a composite having
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one or more reinforcement layers incorporated within a poly-
meric shell i order to enhance strength, flexibility, and
toughness. For intravascular use, the catheter body will typi-
cally have a length 1n the range from 40 cm to 150 cm, usually
being between 40 cm and 120 cm for peripheral blood vessels
and between 110 cm and 150 c¢cm for coronary arteries. The
outer diameter of the catheter body may vary depending on
the intended use, typically being between 3 French and 15
French, usually from 5 French to 9 French (one French=0.33

Catheter 10 further comprises a handle 18 at 1ts proximal
end 14. The handle has a guidewire port 20 at 1ts distal end as
well as a handle grip 24 which 1s actuable to extend and
release evertible prosthesis 30 from the distal end 16. The
catheter body 12 comprises an outer tube 32, a middle tube 34
which 1s coaxially and slidably mounted within a lumen of the
outer tube 32, and an 1nner tube 36 which 1s slidably and
coaxially mounted within a lumen of the middle tube 34.
Inner tube 36 has a central lumen for recerving a gmdewire, as
described 1n detail below.

Referring now to FIGS. 2A-2D, delivery of the prosthesis
30 within a stenosed region SR of a blood vessel BV 1s
described. The distal end 16 of the catheter 10 1s introduced
over a guidewire GW to the stenosed region SR as shown 1n
FIG. 2A.

At that point, the prosthesis 30 1s advanced forwardly or
distally into the stenosed region SR of the blood vessel BV, as
shown 1n FIG. 2B. In particular, both the inner tube 36 and the
middle tube 34 are advanced forwardly or distally relative to
the outer tube 32. This causes the leading edge 40 of the
prosthesis 30 to advance 1nto the stenosed region SR, engag-
ing and partially dilating the lumen wall within this region.

As the inner tube 36 and middle tube 34 are further
advanced, as shown 1n FIG. 2C, the leading edge 40 of the
prosthesis advances out through the other end of the stenosed
region SR. During this entire deployment, fixed end 42 of the
prosthesis has remained on the distal end of the outer tube 32
of the delivery catheter 10.

Once the prosthesis 30 1s fully deployed, the outer tube 32
would be disengaged from the fixed end 42 of the prosthesis,
¢.g., by rotating or otherwise separating the catheter from the
prosthesis, leaving the prosthesis 30 1n place, as shown in
FIG. 2D. As can be seen in FIG. 2D, the deployment of the
prosthesis 30 has dilated the stenotic region. At this point, 1T
the dilation 1s msuificient, or further anchoring of the pros-
thesis 30 1s desired, a balloon or other expandable member
may be expanded within the prosthesis 30 in a conventional
manner. In one embodiment, for example, a balloon may be
coupled with the outer tube 32 1n such a way as to allow the
balloon to be intlated to further anchor the prosthesis 30 in
place.

It will be appreciated that the lengths, pitches, adjacent
spacings, and the like, of the braided and other elements
deployed according to the methods of the present invention
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can be controlled at the discretion of the treating physician.
Thus, the methods and apparatus of the present mvention
provide useful flexibility for the treating physician to treat
extended and disseminated disease in the vasculature and
other body lumens.

Although the foregoing invention has been described 1n
some detail by way of 1llustration and example, for purposes
of clarity of understanding, 1t will be obvious that certain
changes and modifications may be practices within the scope
of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for delivering a prosthesis to a body lumen,
said method comprising:

positioning a delivery catheter at a target site, the tubular
catheter comprising;:

an outer tube having a passage;

a tubular prosthesis carried 1n the passage of the outer tube
at least partially in a radially collapsed configuration;
and

an mnner tube slidably disposed within the passage of the
outer tube, the inner tube having a lumen for receiving a
guidewire; and

advancing the inner tube distally relative to the outer tube
to evert the tubular prosthesis so that an 1nside surface 1s
exposed radially outwardly and advanced over a length
of a wall of the body lumen.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising radially
expanding the tubular prosthesis with an expandable member
ol the delivery catheter so that the tubular prosthesis applies a
radially outward force against inner wall.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising severing the
tubular prosthesis with a separation element so that a first
portion of the tubular prosthesis 1s deployed at the target site
while another portion of the tubular prosthesis remains car-
ried 1n the passage.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising operating a
handle at a proximal end of the delivery catheter to advance
the inner tube to evert the tubular prosthesis.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising inflating a
balloon so as to anchor the tubular prosthesis to the body
lumen.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the delivery catheter
turther comprises a middle tube slidably disposed within the
passage of the outer tube and slidably disposed over the inner
tube, and wherein the method further comprises advancing
the middle tube with the mner tube to evert the tubular pros-
thesis.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising releasing a
therapeutic agent from the tubular prosthesis after deploy-
ment thereof.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the therapeutic agent
inhibits restenosis.
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