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0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 I
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 Perforations
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657

TO: BANK NAME SECTION BIN
ADDRESS LINE 1
ADDRESS LINE 2
CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE
BUNDLE ID 428211900 TO: 101000048 FIRST 112.00 AMOUNT 1,079.10
LAST 112.00 ITEMS 162
BUNDLE SUMMARY A

FROM 1020000199 COLLECTIONTYPE 02 CYCLES MM/DDYYYY (PRINTED MM/DD/YYYY TIME 14:47) Page 3 of 3

: Amoup oN R amount SN t Amour \
0021-2027 00000112.00 52962657 0021-2027 00000112.060 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657
0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657 0021-2027 112.00 52962657

TO: BANK NAME SECTION BIN
BANK ADDRESS
CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE
BUNDLE 1D 428211900 TO: 101000048 FIRST 112.00 AMOUNT 1,079.10
LAST 112.00 ITEMS 162

Fig. 11
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— A A, — ———— e — -
CASH LETTER BUNDLE SUMMARY

FROM: 101000048 (ANSI 8.4) PRINTED MM/DD/YYYY  14:49 PAGE X OF X

FRB KANSASCITY CYCLES (ANSI99) CASHLETTERID ( ANSI 8.10) '
BUNDLEID BUNDLE NO ITEM COUNT AMOUNT BUNDLEID BUNDLE # ITEM COUNT AMOUNT
(ANSI 9.7) (ANSI 24.2) (ANSI 24.3) (ANSI 9.7) (ANSI24.2) (ANSI 24.3)
0000123455 1 300 193456.00 0123123174 16 125 123123.56
0000123456 2 300 123456.00 0123123175 17 125 123123.56
0000123457 3 300 123456.00 0123123176 18 25 123123.56
0000123458 4 300 123456.00 0123123177 19 25 123123.56
0000123459 5 300 123456.00 0123123178 20 125 123123.56
0000123460 6 300 123456.00 0123123179 21 125 123123.56
0000123461 7 300 123456.00 0123123180 22 125 123123.56
0000123462 8 300 123456.00 0123123181 23 125 123123.56
0000123463 9 300 23456.00 0123123182 24 125 123123.56
0000123464 10 300 23456.00 0123123183 25 125 123123.56
0000123465 11 300 23456.00 0123123184 26 125 123123.56
0000123466 12 300 123456.00 0123123185 27 25 123123.56
0000123467 13 300 23456.00 0123123186 28 125 123123.56
0000123468 14 300 23456.00 0123123187 29 125 123123.56
0000123469 15 300 123456.00 0123123188 30 125 123123.56

CASH LETTER BUNDLE SUMMA-RY
FROM: 101000048 (ANSI 8.4) PRINTED MM/DD/YYYY  14:49 PAGE X OF X
FRB KANSAS CITY CYCLE 5 (ANS19.9) CASHLETTERID ( ANSI 8.10)
BUNDLEID BUNDLE NO ITEM COUNT AMOUNT BUNDLE ID BUNDLE# ITEM COUNT AMOUNT

(ANSI 9.7) (ANSI24.2) (ANSI24.3)  (ANSI9.7) (ANSI124.2) (ANSI 24.3)
0000123470 31 300 123456.00

0000123471 32 300 123456.00 Pe rforations
0000123472 33 300 123456.00

0000123473 34 300 23456.00

0000123455 35 300 93456.00

0000123456 36 300 23456.00

0000123457 37 100 50099999

- aEE N O W E B E P RN E RS BN E S S EE S E EE S E R E E R E S E e s s o S kI B S I A O S B B S B O S A A G O R A S B SR SR R R O e e T W W AW W B W am

CASH LETTER BUNDLE SUMMARY

o o ok o o ok ok CGLLECTION TYPE - {'1 % S Jr e o e e i

BIN SECTION : COURIER :

FROM: 101000048
FRB KANSAS CITY

TO: DESTINATION ABA 102000199 (ANSI 8.3)

DESTINATION NAME

ADDRESS LINE 1

ADDRESS LINE 2

CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE IST BUNDLE 193,456.00

LAST BUNDLE  500,999.99

CASH LETTER TOTALS CYCLEDATE  MM/DD/YY (ANSI 8.5)
ITEMS 4546 <@— 1300 CASH LETTER ID 12345678  (ANSI 8.10)
AMOUNT 1,777,456.99 «g— 1310 FED WORK TYPE (ANSI 8.13)
BUNDLES 46 -

Fig. 13
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1400
RESTART PAGE NUMBER
***x*x * * EXCEPTION REPORT PAGE *****%xx
IRD Print Summary PAGE X OF X
Failed IRD Print Listing
RT Sequence Amount Bundle ID  Reason
241076770 007858551424 100.00 4242119000 Digit Error in Required Field
451478524 008348525452 4432.00 5845844581 No Image Data
467854545 014525841258 3110.00 5845844581 No Image Data
Perforations

INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
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IDENTIFYING DUPLICATE PRINTED PAPER
CASH LETTERS

RELATED PATENT APPLICATIONS

This patent application 1s related to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/362,344, entitled “Cash Letter Print Streams With
Audit Data,” filed Feb. 22, 2006, which claims priority under
35 U.S.C. §119 to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
60/710,346, entitled “Image Replacement Document (IRD)
Print Streams with Real-Time Audit Data,” filed Aug. 22,
20035, and U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/657,
142, enftitled “Check Processing Using Substitute Check
Images,” filed Feb. 28, 2005. This patent application also 1s
related to co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/982,
950, entitled “Cash Letter Print Verification,” filed Nov. 6,
2007. The complete disclosure of the above-identified appli-
cations 1s hereby fully incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to monitoring paper cash
letter production and more particularly to verifying cash letter
printing and 1dentifying duplicate printed paper cash letters.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Effective Oct. 28, 2004, the Check Clearing for the 21st
Century Act (“the Act”) improves the ability of banks to use
clectronic images ol paper checks by, for example, submitting
those 1mages, along with associated information, for elec-
tronic processing. Under the Act, 1f a receiving financial
mstitution (“RI”) or 1ts customer requires a paper check, a
paper image replacement document (“IRD”), such as a paper
“substitute check,” may be created from an electronic check
image and associated electronic information. Under the Act,
a substitute check meeting specified requirements 1s the legal
equivalent of an original paper check, and an R1I 1s required to
accept the substitute check for payment. This process enables
banks to reduce the costs and inconveniences associated with
physically handling and transporting original paper checks.

Under the Act, the substitute check must be essentially an
exact copy of the original paper check to be the legal equiva-
lent of the original paper check. In particular, the substitute
check must include an exact copy of all of the Magnetic Ink
Character Recognition (“MICR”) data provided on the origi-
nal paper check and all check endorsements.

The terms “substitute check™ and “IRD” generally are used
interchangeably herein to refer to any electronic or paper
document that can be used for electronic payment processing
purposes, whether or not the document 1s the legal equivalent
of a paper check negotiable instrument. The terms “bank™ and
“RI” generally are used herein to refer to any party performs-
ing conventional or electronic check processing at any stage,
including depositing and receiving institutions, their non-
bank subsidiaries and affiliates, and any non-bank third party
agents that provide processing services to banks.

A “cash letter” 1s a collection of one or more bundles of
checks and/or IRDs (interchangeably collectively or indi-
vidually referred to herein as “items”) that can be transmitted
from a bank to an RI. Further, as used herein, a “cash letter”
can comprise return 1tems. A cash letter typically includes a
cover page comprising information regarding the cash letter’s
contents. For example, the cover page can comprise the num-
ber of items 1n the cash letter, information identitying the
transmitting bank, and/or information identifying the RI. For
each bundle of items in the cash letter, the cash letter can
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include a bundle summary comprising the number of items 1n
the bundle, the value of each of the items 1n the bundle, and the
total value of all items 1n the bundle. The cash letter also can

include a cash letter bundle summary comprising a total of the
value of all the bundles 1n the cash letter.

A cash letter 1n electronic form, comprising images of the
items and associated financial data, 1s referred to herein as an
“mmage cash letter” or “ICL.” A cash letter in paper form,
comprising paper items, 1s referred to herein as a “paper cash
letter.” The cover page, bundle summaries, and cash letter
bundle summary contained within a cash letter, whether paper
or electronic, are collectively referred to herein as “audit
data.”

A bank can submit a cash letter to an RI either in electronic
or paper form. For example, the bank can submit a paper cash
letter to an RIvia conventional paper transport means, such as
mail or truck delivery. Alternatively, the bank can communi-
cate an ICL to an RI via an electronic data transport means,
such as a distributed computer network.

Conventionally, preparation of a paper cash letter, either by
the submuitting bank or the RI, generally required: (1) aggre-
gating one or more bundles of paper items (either original
paper checks, substitute checks, or other printed paper items);
(2) printing a bundle summary for each bundle; (3) printing a
cash letter bundle summary for the cash letter; (4) printing a
cover page for the cash letter; and (5) assembling the cash
letter by matching the items to their respective bundle sum-
maries, matching the bundles to the cash letter bundle sum-
mary, and matching the items, bundle summaries, and cash
letter bundle summary to the cover page. Such preparation
involves many inelliciencies, most notably the delay involved
in manually matching the i1tems, bundle summaries, cash
letter bundle summary, and cover page together to assemble
the paper cash letter.

A recent approach for overcoming these inefliciencies
includes producing print streams for efficiently generating
properly formatted and ordered paper cash letters with sub-
stitute checks and audit data. Certain exemplary methods and
systems for producing such print streams are described 1n
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/362,344,
entitled “Cash Letter Print Streams With Audit Data,” the
disclosure of which 1s hereby fully incorporated herein by
reference. To date, banks have been unable to monitor the
production of these print streams or the output of the corre-
sponding paper cash letters.

In the traditional, paper processing arena, each paper cash
letter component could be seen and touched throughout pro-
cessing. Determining whether a paper cash letter was pro-
duced simply required looking in one or more trays at a bank
processing station. Because Check 21 processing takes place
clectronically, banks do not have physical points at which
they can make such determinations. Oftentimes, this inability
results 1n failure of some paper cash letters to be produced and
other paper cash letters to be printed two or more times.

Thus, a need exists 1n the art for a system and method for
monitoring paper cash letter printing. Specifically, a need
ex1sts 1n the art for a system and method for verifying paper
cash letter printing and for identifying duplicate printed paper
cash letters.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides systems and methods for efficiently
monitoring paper cash letter printing. Specifically, the inven-
tion provides systems and methods for verifying cash letter
printing and i1dentifying duplicate printed paper cash letters
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In a first record, a check presentment module stores 1nfor-
mation regarding each of multiple ICLs to be printed. For
example, the stored information can include information
uniquely 1dentifying each of the ICLs, such as a total value of
items 1n the cash letter, an American Bankers Association
(“ABA”) number of a bank that will receive a printed copy of
the cash letter, a total number of item bundles 1n the cash
letter, and a total number of 1tems 1n the cash letter. The check
presentment module generates a print stream for printing
cach of the ICLs.

Included within the print stream 1s information for printing,
a machine-readable 1dentifier, such as a barcode, for each of
the ICLs. The machine-readable 1dentifier includes informa-
tion uniquely 1dentifying the ICL associated therewith. For
example, the machine-readable 1dentifier can include at least
a portion of the information stored 1n the first record.

At least a portion of the ICLs are printed. Each printed ICL
includes its corresponding machine-readable i1dentifier. For
example, a cover page of each printed ICL can include a
barcode associated with the printed ICL.

Upon printing, information from each of the machine-
readable 1dentifiers 1s read. The check presentment module
stores information from the machine-readable 1dentifiers 1n a
second record. To determine whether all of the ICLs have
been printed, the check presentment module compares the
information stored in the first record with the imformation
stored 1n the second record. For example, if the first record
includes mformation regarding an I1CL, which 1s not identi-
fied 1n the second record, then the check presentment module
can determine that the ICL has not been printed.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the check presentment
module can output an alert to notify an operator that the ICL
has not been printed. For example, the alert can include infor-
mation uniquely 1dentitying the ICL.

To determine whether a printed ICL 1s a duplicate, 1.e.,
whether the ICL has been printed two or more times, a check
presentment module can compare information from a
machine-readable 1dentifier of the printed ICL with informa-
tion stored 1n the second record. If information identifying the
ICL already exists 1n the second record, then the check pre-
sentment module can determine that the ICL already has been
printed, and thus, 1s a duplicate. In certain exemplary embodi-
ments, the check presentment module can output an alert to
notily an operator that the ICL 1s a duplicate. For example, the
alert can 1include information uniquely 1dentitying the ICL.

These and other aspects, objects, features, and advantages
of the invention will become apparent to those skilled 1n the
art upon consideration of the following detailed description of

illustrated exemplary embodiments, which include the best
mode of carrying out the invention as presently perceived.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a block diagram depicting a system for processing,
checks, according to an exemplary embodiment of the mnven-
tion.

FI1G. 2 1s a block diagram depicting a depositing institution
of a system for processing checks, according to an exemplary
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram depicting a capture site of a
system for processing checks, according to an exemplary
embodiment of the invention.

FI1G. 4 15 a flow chart depicting a method for processing
checks, according to an exemplary embodiment of the mnven-
tion.
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FIG. SA and FIG. 5B are flow charts depicting a method for
creating a financial data file comprising expanded mass data

sets, according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention

FIG. 6 A and FIG. 6B are flow charts depicting a method for
conducting a reject/repair analysis of a financial data file
using expanded mass data sets of the financial data file,
according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 1s a flow chart depicting a method for presenting a
check for payment, according to an exemplary embodiment
of the ivention.

FIG. 8 1s a flow chart depicting a method for generating a
cash letter print stream, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the mvention.

FIG. 9 1s a block diagram depicting a print stream gener-
ated 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram depicting a cover page printed
from a print stream generated in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 11 1s a block diagram depicting a bundle summary
page printed from a print stream generated 1n accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 12 1s a block diagram depicting a substitute check
page printed from a print stream generated 1n accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram depicting a cash letter bundle
summary page printed from a print stream generated 1n accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 14 1s a block diagram depicting an exception report
page printed from a print stream generated 1n accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 15 1s a flow chart depicting a method for veriiying
cash letter printing, according to an exemplary embodiment
of the mvention.

FIG. 16 15 a tlow chart depicting a method for identiiying
duplicate printed paper cash letters, according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

The invention 1s directed to systems and methods for pro-
cessing checks under the Check Processing Under the Check
Clearing For The 21°* Century Act (“the Act™). In particular,
the invention 1s directed to systems and methods for produc-
ing print streams for efficiently generating properly formatted
and ordered paper cash letters comprising substitute checks
and audit data. By using expanded fields (also referred to
herein as “expanded mass data sets™) of a financial data file,
cach substitute check can comprise all of the MICR data and
addenda data provided on a corresponding, original paper
check. Thus, each substitute check can comprise all of the
information necessary to comply with the requirements of the
Act.

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tion, a print stream {ile can comprise electronic form defini-
tions for each document to be printed 1n the cash letter. For
example, the cash letter documents can include a cover page,
one or more bundles of substitute checks, a bundle summary
for each substitute check bundle, a cash letter bundle sum-
mary, and/or an exception report page. A check presentment
module can parse and store information from an electronic
image cash letter file in data fields of the print stream file’s
clectronic form definitions. Printing the information in the
print stream file results 1 a properly formatted and ordered
paper cash letter comprising substitute checks and audit data.
The audit data comprises the cover page, bundle sum-
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mary(ies), cash letter bundle summary, and/or exception
report page, which can each detail the documents printed
concurrently therewith.

The mvention comprises a computer program that embod-
ies the functions described herein and illustrated in the
appended tlow charts. However, it should be apparent that
there could be many different ways of implementing the
invention in computer programming, and the invention
should not be construed as limited to any one set of computer
program instructions. Further, a skilled programmer would be
able to write such a computer program to implement an
embodiment of the disclosed invention based on the flow
charts and associated description in the application text.
Therefore, disclosure of a particular set of program code
instructions 1s not considered necessary for an adequate
understanding of how to make and use the mvention. The
inventive functionality of the claimed computer program will
be explained 1n more detail in the following description read
in conjunction with the figures 1llustrating the program tlow.

Turning now to the drawings, in which like numerals 1ndi-
cate like elements throughout the figures, exemplary embodi-
ments of the invention are described 1n detail.

An exemplary system for processing checks will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 1-3. FIG. 1 1s a block
diagram depicting a system 100 for processing checks,
according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention. FIG.
2 1s a block diagram depicting a depositing institution 103 of
the system 100, accordmg to an exemplary embodiment of
the invention. FIG. 3 1s a block diagram depicting a capture
site 104 of the system 100, according to an exemplary
embodiment of the invention.

The system 100 comprises various financial mstitutions
and computer systems mmvolved 1n check processing. In par-
ticular, the system 100 comprises the depositing institution
103, the capture site 104, a check processing site 105, and a
receiving institution 125. The depositing institution 103 col-
lects paper checks from a customer. Then, the depositing
istitution 103 can bundle the paper checks in one or more
paper cash letters. Each paper cash letter can comprise one or
more bundles of original paper checks and paper image
replacement documents, such as substitute checks. The
depositing mstitution 103 forwards the paper checks to the
capture site 104 or the check processing site 105 for electronic
processing.

Alternatively, the depositing institution 103 can itself gen-
crate an electronic 1image cash letter (“ICL”) based on the
paper checks. The depositing institution 103 can forward the
generated ICL to the check processing site 105 for electronic
processing. The ICL can be an electronic file that complies
with the American National Standards Institute Specifica-
tions for Electronic Exchange of Check and Image Data
(ANSI X9.37/X9.100), or other appropriate industry stan-
dards, as may change from time to time. The ICL can com-
prise, for each paper check, one or more electronic images of
the check, all of the complete MICR data provided on the
check, and additional financial data related to the check.

The ICL can further comprise a series of records related to
the checks. For example, for each bundle of checks 1n the ICL,
the ICL can include a bundle summary control record com-
prising information about the bundle, such as a bundle 1den-
tification number, the number of items 1n the bundle, the value
of each of the checks in the bundle, and the total value of all
the checks 1n the bundle. The ICL also can comprise a cover
page control record comprising information about the origin
and destination of the ICL, and a cash letter bundle summary
control record comprising a summary of all bundle summary
control records 1n the ICL.
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Thus, 1n alternative embodiments of the invention, the
depositing institution 103 can (1) generate an ICL {for
received checks and forward the ICL to the check processing
site 105, (2) forward received paper checks to the capture site
104, or (3) forward recetved paper checks to the check pro-
cessing site 105.

The following description discusses an embodiment 1n
which the depositing 1nstitution 103 forwards received paper
checks to the check processing site 105 via a conventional
paper cash letter. The check processing site 105 receives the
paper checks from the depositing institution 103. A sorter 107
of the check processing site 1035 electronically captures finan-
cial data from each received paper check. The sorter 107
comprises an image capture device (not shown), such as a
scanner or camera, which captures at least one electronic
image of each check. For example, the sorter 107 can capture,
for each check, an 1image of the front of the check and an
image ol the back of the check. Upon image capture, the
sorter 107 forwards each image to a data capture module 111
of a check processor 109 for further processing. The data
capture module 111 stores the electronic 1image(s) 1n one or
more 1mage files, which the data capture module 111 main-
tains 1n an 1mage file database 113 of the check processor 109.
In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, the sorter 107
and the data capture module 111 can be part of the same
physical unat.

The sorter 107 further comprises a MICR reader (not
shown) that reads the MICR data from each check. Upon
reading the MICR data, the sorter 107 identifies additional
financial data related to the check, which 1s incidental to the
processing of the check. For example, the sorter 107 can
identily a unique 1tem sequence number, a check processing
site 1dentifier, a processing date, a check amount, and/or a
routing transit number of the depositing institution 103. The
MICR data and additional financial data are collectively
referred to herein as “financial data.” The sorter 107 forwards
the financial data to the data capture module 111 for further
processing.

The data capture module 111 stores a form financial data

file with multiple fields. For example, the data capture module
111 can store the form financial data file with data fields
labeled F1-F7 and F10-F12. The data capture module 111
reads the financial data from the sorter 107 and parses and
stores portions of the financial data in each of the data fields.
For example, the data stored 1n fields F1-F7 of the financial
data file can comprise the check amount stored 1n field F1,
process control data stored 1n field F2, an account number
stored 1n field F3, a check number stored in field F4, a payor
bank’s routing transit number stored 1n field F5, an external
processing code stored 1n field F6, and “auxiliary onus” data
stored 1n field F7. Fields F2-F4 are collectively referred to
herein as the “on us field.”” The data in the on us field 1s
referred to herein as “on us data.”

Each of fields F1-F7 1s respectively designed to accommo-
date a set number of characters without extraneous 1nforma-
tion such as dashes and field delimiters or other items.
Accordingly, prior to storing the financial data 1n the respec-
tive fields of the financial data file, the data capture module
111 truncates all extraneous information and all data beyond
the allowed number of characters in each of those fields. The
data capture module 111 typically truncates the data in fields
F2, F3, F4, and F7.

The data stored 1n fields F10-F11 can comprise untrun-
cated financial data. For example, the data stored in fields
F10-F11 can comprise untruncated on us data stored 1n field
F10 and untruncated auxiliary on us data stored in field F11.
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Thus, the fields of the financial data file can comprise all of the
MICR data from the original paper check.

The check processor 109 also comprises an 1mage quality
analysis module 110, which can evaluate the quality of each
captured check image. Certain exemplary systems and meth-
ods for performing such an evaluation are described 1n co-
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/079,120, entitled
“Assessing Electronic Image Quality,” the disclosure of
which 1s hereby fully incorporated herein by reference. The
image quality analysis module 110 communicates the results
of the evaluation to the data capture module 111. The data
capture module 111 stores the image quality analysis results
in a field of the financial data file, such as field F12. Then, the
data capture module 111 stores the financial data file 1n a
financial data file database 114 of the check processor 109.

In one embodiment of the mmvention, the 1image quality
analysis module 110 can store additional data related to the
image quality analysis results 1n field F12 of the financial data
file. For example, the image quality analysis module 110 can
store a reason for an image quality analysis resultin field F12.
In addition, an indicator can be stored 1n field 12 to indicate
whether the 1mage(s) corresponding to the data in field F12
has(have) corresponding addenda data.

The functionality of the data capture module 111 1s
described 1n more detail below with reference to FIGS. SA
and 5B.

The check processor 109 further comprises an addenda
data module 112, which generates and/or captures electronic
addenda data for each check. For example, the addenda data
can comprise a bank endorsement. The addenda data module
112 inputs the addenda data into one or more addenda data
files. The addenda data module 112 stores the addenda data
file(s) 1n an addenda data file database 115 of the check
processor 109.

For each check, the data capture module 111 associates the
corresponding 1image file(s), financial data file, and addenda
data file(s) for further processing. For example, the data cap-
ture module 111 can associate the image file(s), the financial
data file, and the addenda data file(s) for a check with a
common sequence number, 1dentification number, or other
suitable data link known 1n the art.

The check processor 109 further comprises a reject/repair
module 118, which can verity, for each check, the contents of
the image file(s) and the financial data file. The reject/repair
module 118 analyzes the financial data file for errors. For
example, the reject/repair module 118 might detect an error if
a field of the financial data file 1s empty or 11 1t comprises a
character or string that 1s not 1n the proper format. If an error
1s detected, the reject/repair module 118 presents the image
file(s) and certain of the associated financial data from the
financial data file on a display 119 for viewing by a user. In an
exemplary embodiment, the display 119 can be a computer
monitor or another device suitable for presenting 1mages and
textual data to the user.

The reject/repair module 118 presents the financial data
from fields F1, F5, and F6 of the financial data file on the
display 119. The reject/repair module 118 also presents the
complete on us data from field F10 1n place of the truncated on
us data 1n data fields F2, F3, and F4 on the display 119. The
reject/repair module 118 further presents the complete aux-
iliary on us data from field F11 in place of the truncated
auxiliary on us data in data field F7 on the display 119. Thus,
the display 119 presents the user with the complete MICR
data from the original paper check.

The user compares the presented financial data with the
presented image file(s) and corrects any errors in the financial
data via a keyboard 120 or other suitable input device known
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in the art. For example, where a displayed data field 1s empty
or incorrect but the displayed image of the check comprises
data corresponding to the data field, the user can enter the

financial data from the displayed image into the displayed
data field.

Then, the reject/repair module 118 stores the complete,
corrected auxiliary on us data displayed 1n field F7 1n field
F11 of the financial data file. The reject/repair module 118

turther stores the complete, corrected on us data displayed 1n
fields F2, F3, and F4 1n field F10 of the financial data file. In
one embodiment of the mvention, the reject/repair module
118 truncates the data in each corrected field, 1n accordance
with the requirements of each of data fields F2, F3, F4, and
F7. Then, the reject/repair module 118 stores the corrected,
truncated data 1in the corresponding fields of the financial data
file.

The functionality of the reject/repair module 118 1s

described 1 more detail below with reference to FIGS. 6 A
and 6B.

The check processor 109 further comprises a check pre-
sentment module 116, which 1s operable to present each
received check to the recerving institution 125 for payment.
The check presentment module 116 can generate a substitute
check file for each check. In an exemplary embodiment, the
substitute check file can comprise the check’s electronic
image(s), the check’s financial data, and the check’s addenda
data. The check presentment module 116 stores the substitute
check file 1n a substitute check database 108 of the check
processor 109.

The check presentment module 116 can create at least one
ICL comprising the substitute check file(s). Depending on the
preferences of the receiving stitution 123, the check pre-
sentment module 116 can present the ICL electronically or
via paper. For example, the check presentment module 116
can electronically transmit the ICL via a network (not 1llus-
trated) to an RI computer 126 of the recerving institution 125.

Alternatively, the ICL can be locally or remotely printed
for paper delivery. For example, the check presentment mod-
ule 116 can locally print the ICL on a printer 117 of the check
processing site 105. The check presentment module 116 can
prepare a print stream comprising the ICL. The check pre-
sentment module 116 can transmit the print stream to the
printer 117 for printing. An operator at the check processing
site 105 can collect one or more of the printed ICLs for
delivery to the recerving institution 125. Alternatively, the
check presentment module 116 can generate, and transmit to
the recewving institution 125, a print stream by which the
receiving institution 125 can print the ICL on an RI Printer
127.

In an alternative exemplary embodiment of the invention,
the check presentment module 116 can generate an ICL print
stream without first generating an ICL or a substitute check
file. The check presentment module 116 can collect data
directly from the 1mage file database 113, the financial data
file database 114, and/or the addenda data file database 112
for creation of the print stream. The check presentment mod-
ule 116 can store the collected data in pre-defined fields of a
print stream {ile and transmit the print stream file to the printer
117 or the RI printer 127 for printing.

The functionality of the check presentment module 116 1s
described 1n more detail below with reference to FIG. 8.

A person of skill in the art will recognize that the image file

database 113, the financial data file database 114, the addenda
data file database 115, and the substitute check database 108
can be part of the same physical unit, a single database, or
separate components.
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In an alternative exemplary embodiment, the depositing
institution 103 can forward original or substitute paper
checks to the capture site 104 associated with the check
processing site 105. Although only one capture site 104 1s
illustrated in FIG. 1, multiple capture sites can be associated
with the check processing site 105. The capture site 104 can
perform the check image and financial data capture process
and can forward the captured images and data to the check
processing site 105.

The capture site 104 recerves paper checks from the depos-
iting institution 103 and processes each paper check via a
sorter 307. The sorter 307 comprises an image capture device
(not shown), such as a scanner or camera, which captures at
least one electronic 1mage of each check. For example, the
sorter 307 can capture, for each check, an image of the front
of the check and an image of the back of the check. Upon
image capture, the sorter 307 forwards each 1mage to a CS
data capture module 311 of a CS check processor 309 for
turther processing. The CS data capture module 311 stores
the electronic 1image(s) 1n one or more 1mage files, which the
CS data capture module 311 maintains 1n a database 310 of
the CS check processor 309.

The sorter 307 further comprises a MICR reader (not
shown) that reads the MICR data from each check. Upon
reading the MICR data, the sorter 307 identifies additional
financial data related to the check, which 1s incidental to the
processing of the check. For example, the sorter 307 can
identily a unique 1tem sequence number, a check processing
site 1dentifier, a processing date, a check amount, and/or a
routing transit number of the depositing institution 103. The
sorter 307 forwards the financial data to the CS data capture
module 311 for further processing. In one exemplary embodi-
ment of the invention, the sorter 307 and the CS data capture
module 311 can be part of the same physical unait.

The CS data capture module 311 stores a form financial
data file with multiple fields. For example, the CS data cap-
ture module 311 can store the form financial data file with
fields F1-F7 and F10-F12. The CS data capture module 311
reads the financial data from the sorter 307 and parses and
stores portions of the financial data in each of the data fields.
For example, the CS data capture module 311 can store trun-
cated financial data 1n fields F1-F7 of the financial data file.
The CS data capture module 311 can further store untrun-
cated financial data 1n fields F10-F11 of the financial data file.
The fields of the financial data file can comprise all of the
MICR data from the original paper check. The CS data cap-
ture module 311 stores the financial data file in the database
310.

The CS check processor 309 further comprises a reject/
repair module 313, which can verily, for each check, the
contents of the image file(s) and the financial data file. The
reject/repair module 313 analyzes the financial data file for
errors. For example, the reject/repairr module 313 might
detect an error 11 a field of the financial data file 1s empty or if
it comprises a character or string that 1s not in the proper
format. If an error 1s detected, the reject/repair module 313
presents the image file(s) and certain of the associated finan-
cial data from the financial data file on a display 319 for
viewing by a user. In an exemplary embodiment, the display
319 can be a computer monitor or another device suitable for
presenting 1images and textual data to the user.

The reject/repair module 313 presents the financial data
from fields F1, F5, and F6 of the financial data file on the
display 319. The reject/repair module 313 also presents the
complete onus data from field F10 1n place of the truncated on
us data 1n fields F2, F3, and F4 on the display 319. The

reject/repair module 313 further presents the complete aux-
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iliary on us data from field F11 in place of the truncated
auxiliary on us data 1n field F7 on the display 319. Thus, the
display 319 presents a user with all of the MICR data from the
original paper check.

The user compares the presented financial data with the
presented image file(s) and corrects any errors 1n the financial
data via a keyboard 320 or other suitable input device known
in the art. For example, where a displayed data field 1s empty
or incorrect but the displayed image of the check comprises
data corresponding to the data field, the user can enter the
financial data from the displayed image into the displayed
data field.

Then, the reject/repair module 313 stores the complete,
corrected auxiliary on us data displayed in field F7 1n field
F11 of the financial data file. The reject/repair module 313
turther stores the complete, corrected on us data displayed 1n
fields F2, F3, and F4 1n field F10 of the financial data file. In
one embodiment of the mvention, the reject/repair module
313 can truncate the data 1n each corrected field, in accor-
dance with the requirements of each of fields F2, F3, F4, and
F7. Then, the reject/repair module 313 stores the corrected,
truncated data in corresponding fields of the financial data
file.

The functionality of the reject/repair module 313 1s
described 1n more detail below with reference to FIGS. 6 A
and 6B.

For each check, the CS data capture module 311 can for-
ward the electronic 1mage(s) of the check and the check’s
financial data to the data capture module 111 of the check
processing site 105 for further processing, as discussed above
with reference to FIG. 1. In this case, the forwarded data can
be stored 1n the appropriate database(s) and can be accessed
via the check presentment module 116 to prepare the
requested form of presentment to the receiving institution
125. Atthe check processing site 105, the data capture module
111 processes the financial data and images for presentment
to the recerving 1nstitution 125.

In another alternative exemplary embodiment, the depos-
iting institution 103 can create an ICL based on the paper
checks and can communicate the ICL to the check processing
site 105. In this case, the depositing institution 103 can com-
prise components similar to those of the check processing site
105.

The depositing 1nstitution 103 processes paper checks at a
sorter 207. The sorter 207 electronically captures information
from each paper check. The sorter 207 comprises an 1image
capture device (not shown), such as a scanner or camera,
which captures at least one electronic image of each check.
For example, the sorter 207 can capture, for each check, an
image of the front of the check and an 1mage of the back of the
check. Upon image capture, the sorter 207 forwards each
image to a DI data capture module 211 of a DI check proces-
sor 209 for further processing. The DI data capture module
211 can store the electronic 1image(s) 1n one or more 1mage
files, which the depositing institution data capture module
211 maintains 1n a database 210 of the DI check processor
209. In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, the
sorter 207 and the DI data capture module 211 can be part of
the same physical unit.

The sorter 207 further comprises a MICR reader (not
shown) that reads the MICR data from each check. Upon
reading the MICR data, the sorter 207 identifies additional
financial data related to the check, which 1s incidental to the
processing of the check. For example, the sorter 207 can
identily a unique 1tem sequence number, a check processing
site 1dentifier, a processing date, a check amount, and/or a
routing transit number of the depositing institution 103. The
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sorter 207 forwards the financial data to the DI data capture
module 211 for further processing.

The DI data capture module 211 stores a form financial
data file with multiple fields. For example, the DI data capture
module 211 can store the form financial data file with fields
F1-F7 and F10-F12. The DI data capture module 211 reads

the financial data from the sorter 207 and parses and stores
portions of the financial data in each of the data fields. For
example, the DI data capture module 211 can store truncated
financial data in fields F1-F7 of the financial data file. The DI
data capture module 211 can further store untruncated finan-

cial data 1n fields F10-F11 of the financial data file. The fields
of the financial data file can comprise all of the MICR data
from the original paper check. The DI data capture module
211 stores the financial data file 1n the database 210.

The DI check processor 209 further comprises an addenda
data module 212, which generates and/or captures electronic
addenda data for each check. For example, the addenda data
can comprise a bank endorsement. The addenda data module
212 1nputs the addenda data into one or more addenda data
files. The addenda data module 212 stores the addenda data
file(s) 1 the database 210.

For each check, the DI data capture module 211 associates
the corresponding image file(s), financial data file, and
addenda data file(s) for a check with a sequence number,
identification number, or other suitable data link known 1n the
art.

The DI check processor 209 further comprises a reject/
repair module 213, which can verily, for each check, the
contents of the image file(s) and the financial data file. The
reject/repair module 213 analyzes the financial data file for
errors. For example, the reject/repairr module 213 might
detect an error 11 a field of the financial data file 1s empty or if
it comprises a character or string that is not 1n the proper
format. If an error i1s detected, the reject/repair module 213
presents the image file(s) and certain of the associated finan-
cial data from the financial data file on a display 219 for
viewing by a user. In an exemplary embodiment, the display
219 can be a computer monitor or another device suitable for
presenting 1mages and textual data to the user.

The reject/repair module 213 presents the financial data
from fields F1, F5, and F6 of the financial data file on the
display 219. The reject/repair module 213 also presents the
complete onus data from field F10 1n place of the truncated on
us data 1n fields F2, F3, and F4 on the display 219. The
reject/repair module 213 further presents the complete aux-
iliary on us data from field F11 in place of the truncated
auxiliary on us data in field F7 on the display 219. Thus, the
display 219 presents the user with the complete MICR data
from the original paper check.

The user compares the presented financial data with the
presented image file(s) and corrects any errors in the financial
data via a keyboard 220 or other suitable input device known
in the art. For example, where a displayed data field 1s empty
or incorrect but the displayved image of the check comprises
data corresponding to the data field, the user can enter the
financial data from the displayed image into the displayed
data field.

Then, the reject/repair module 213 stores the complete,
corrected auxiliary on us data displayed 1n field F7 1n field
F11 of the financial data file. The reject/repair module 213
turther stores the complete, corrected on us data displayed 1n
fields F2, F3, and F4 1n field F10 of the financial data file. In
one embodiment of the mvention, the reject/repair module
213 truncates the data 1n each corrected field, in accordance

with the requirements of each of fields F2, F3, F4, and F7.
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Then, the reject/repair module 213 stores the corrected, trun-
cated data 1n the corresponding fields of the financial data file.

The functionality of the reject/repair module 213 1s
described 1n more detail below with reference to FIGS. 6 A
and 6B.

The DI check processor 209 further comprises an ICL
module 215, which generates at least one ICL comprising
information regarding one or more bundles of checks. Each
bundle can comprise one or more checks. For each check, the
ICL can include the electronic image(s) from the check’s
image file(s), the financial data from the check’s financial
data file, and the addenda data from the check’s addenda data
file.

The ICL can further comprise a series of records related to
the checks. For example, for each bundle of checks 1n the ICL,
the ICL can include a bundle summary control record com-
prising information about the bundle, such as a bundle 1den-
tification number, the number of items 1n the bundle, the value
of each of the checks in the bundle, and the total value of all
the checks 1n the bundle. The ICL also can comprise a cover
page control record comprising information about the origin
and destination of the ICL, and a cash letter bundle summary
control record comprising a summary of all bundle summary
control records 1n the ICL. The DI check processor 209 can
torward the ICL to the data capture module 111 of the check
processing site 105 for further processing.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that exemplary
system 100 1s merely representative of the components for
processing checks. Other embodiments of the invention may
not have all of the components 1dentified 1n FIGS. 1-3 or can
include additional components.

FI1G. 415 aflow chart depicting a method 400 for processing,
checks, according to an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tion. The exemplary method 400 1s 1llustrative and, 1n alter-
native embodiments of the mvention, certain steps can be
performed 1n a different order, 1n parallel with one another, or
omitted entirely, and/or certain additional steps can be per-
tformed without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention. The method 400 1s described below with reference
to FIGS. 1 and 4.

In step 402, the check processing site 103 receives a con-
ventional paper cash letter comprising original and/or substi-
tute paper checks from the depositing institution 103. At the
check processing site 105, the paper checks are initially pro-
cessed via the sorter 107. In step 403, the sorter 107 selects a
check for processing. In step 410, the sorter 107 captures at
least one electronic 1image of the check. In an exemplary
embodiment, the sorter 107 captures an 1mage of the front of
the check and an 1image of the back of the check. In step 4185,
the sorter 107 communicates the captured electronic image(s)
to the data capture module 111, which creates at least one
image file comprising the electronic image(s). In step 420, the
data capture module 111 stores the 1image file(s) 1n the image
file database 113.

In step 425, the data capture module 111, 1n conjunction
with the sorter 107 and the image quality analysis module
110, creates a financial data file comprising 1nformation
regarding the check. For example, the financial data file can
comprise the check’s financial data and the results of an
image quality analysis performed on the captured electronic
image(s) ol the check. Step 425 1s described 1n more detail
below with reference to FIG. 5. In step 430, the data capture
module 111 stores the financial data file in the financial data
file database 114.

In step 435, the addenda data module 112 creates an
addenda data file comprising addenda data for the check. The
addenda data module 112 can generate and/or capture the
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addenda data from the check. In an exemplary embodiment,
the addenda data can comprise a bank endorsement, a check
processing date, a processing sequence number, and/or an

image quality record. In step 440, the addenda data module
112 stores the addenda data file in the addenda data file

database 115.

In step 445, the data capture module 111 associates the
check’s 1image file(s), financial data file, and addenda data
file(s) with each other. For example, the data capture module
111 can associate the image file(s), the financial data file, and
the addenda data file(s) via a common sequence number,
identification number, file name, or other suitable data link
known 1n the art.

In step 450, the reject/repair module 118 conducts a reject/
repair analysis of the check’s financial data file. The reject/
repair module 118 allows detection and correction of certain
errors 1n the financial data file. Step 450 1s discussed 1n more
detail below with reference to FIGS. 6 A and 6B.

In step 435, the sorter 107 determines whether to select
another check for image/financial data capture. If so, the
method 400 branches back to step 405 to repeat the 1mage/
financial data capture of another check. If the sorter 107 will
not select another check, then the method 400 branches to
step 460 to present the selected check(s) for payment. Step

460 1s described 1n more detail below with reference to FIG.
7

FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B are flow charts depicting a method

425 for creating a financial data file comprising expanded
mass data sets, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
invention, as referred to in step 425 of FIG. 4. The exemplary
method 425 1s merely illustrative and, 1n alternative embodi-
ments of the invention, certain steps can be performed 1n a
different order, performed in parallel with one another, or
omitted entirely, and/or certain additional steps can be per-
formed without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention. The method 425 1s described below with reference
to FIGS. 1 and S.
In step 503, a form financial data file 1s created with fields
F1-F7 and F10-F12, and the form financial data file 1s stored
by the data capture module 111. The data capture module 111
can configure fields F1-F7 of the form financial data file to
receive truncated financial data. For example, the data capture
module 111 can designate that Field F2 cannot include any
dashes or other extraneous characters. The data capture mod-
ule 111 can further designate that Field F2 can recerve only up
to three bytes of data or a specified number of characters.

The fields F1-F7 correspond to the standard fields estab-
lished by the American National Standards Institute Specifi-
cations for Electronic Exchange of Check and Image Data
(ANSI X9.37/X9.100), which establish the specific type, for-
mat, and amount of data for each of those fields. Note that, in
certain exemplary embodiments of the invention, the fields
F1-F7 can correspond to other appropriate industry stan-
dards, as may change from time to time. For example, the data
stored 1n the financial data file can comprise amount data
stored 1n field F1, process control data stored in field F2,
account number data stored 1n field F3, check number data
stored 1n field F4, routing transit number data stored 1n field
F5, an external processing code stored 1n field Fé6, and auxil-
1ary on us data stored in field F7.

In step 505, the sorter 107 1dentifies financial data related to
the paper check. For example, the sorter 107 can read MICR
data from the check and can 1dentily other financial data that
1s 1ncidental to the processing of the check. The MICR data
can comprise a check amount, process control data, account
number data, check number data, a payor bank’s routing
transit number, and auxiliary on us data. Additionally, the
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sorter 107 can 1dentily a unique item sequence number, a
check processing site 1dentifier, a processing date, and/or a
routing transit number of the depositing institution 103.

In step 507, the sorter 107 transmits the identified financial
data to the data capture module 111. In step 510, the data
capture module 111 parses amount data from the financial
data. The term “amount data” 1s used herein to refer to finan-
cial data that relates to the value of the check. For example,
the amount data can comprise the U.S. dollar value of the
check, which can be expressed 1n cents. In step 513, the data
capture module 111 stores the amount data 1n field F1 of the
financial data file created in step 503.

In step 515, the data capture module 111 parses process
control data from the financial data. The term “process con-
trol data” 1s used herein to refer to a check number or trans-
action code that a bank uses to identify an 1tem or a group of
items. In step 516, the data capture module 111 stores the
process control data in field F10 of the financial data file.

In step 517, the data capture module 111 truncates the
process control data to remove extraneous characters such as
dashes and to remove excess characters, as required by field
F2. For example, if field F2 only can recetve up to three bytes
of data and the process control data 1s ten bytes long, the data
capture module 111 can truncate seven bytes of data from the
process control data. In step 518, the data capture module 111
stores the truncated process control data in field F2 of the
financial data file.

In step 520, the data capture module 111 parses account
number data from the financial data. The term “account num-
ber data” 1s used herein to refer to information related to the
check payor’s account at the receiving institution. In step 521,
the data capture module 111 stores the account number data in
field F10 of the financial data file, next to the process control
data stored 1n field F10 1n step 516. In exemplary embodi-
ments, the account number data and the process control data
in field F10 can be separated by a dash, colon, or other
suitable separator.

In step 522, the data capture module 111 truncates the
account number data to remove extraneous characters such as
dashes and to remove excessive characters, as required by
field F3. For example, 1f field F3 only can receive up to eight
bytes of data and the account number data 1s ten bytes long,
the data capture module 111 can truncate two bytes of data
from the account number data. In step 523, the data capture
module 111 stores the truncated account number data 1n field
F3 of the financial data file.

In step 525, the data capture module 111 parses check
number data from the financial data. The term “check number
data” 1s used herein to refer to information that can be used to
identify the check, including, e.g., a number or a sequence of
letters, characters, and/or numbers. In step 526, the data cap-
ture module 111 stores the check number data in field F10 of
the financial data file, next to the account number data stored
in field F10 1n step 521. For example, the check number data
and the account number data 1n field F10 can be separated by
a dash, colon, or other suitable separator.

In step 527, the data capture module 111 truncates the
check number data to remove extraneous characters such as
dashes and to remove excessive characters, as required by
ficld F4. For example, i1 ficld F4 only can receive up to two
bytes of data and the check number data 1s nine bytes long, the
data capture module 111 can truncate seven bytes of data
from the check number data. In step 528, the data capture
module 111 stores the truncated check number data in field F4
of the financial data file.

In step 330, the data capture module 111 parses routing
transit number data from the financial data. The term “routing,
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transit number data” 1s used herein to refer to information that
can be used to 1dentily the bank by or through which the check
1s payable, including, ¢.g., a number or a sequence of letters,
characters, and/or numbers. In step 533, the data capture
module 111 stores the routing transit number data in field F5
ol the financial data file.

In step 535, the data capture module 111 determines an
external processing code for the check. The term “external
processing code’ 1s used herein to refer to information that
can be used to umiquely identify a group of items. For example
the external processing code can i1dentily certain items as
return items, certain items as substitute checks, and certain
items as substitute checks for return i1tems. In step 337, the
data capture module 111 stores the external processing code
in field Fé of the financial data file.

In step 540, the data capture module 111 parses auxiliary
on us data from the financial data. The term “auxiliary on us
data” 1s used herein to refer to information that can be used to
uniquely 1dentify a check. For example, the auxiliary on us
data can comprise a serial number or other unique set of
numbers, letters, and/or characters. In step 543, the data cap-
ture module 111 stores the auxiliary on us data 1n field F11 of
the financial data file.

In step 345, the data capture module 111 truncates the
auxiliary on us data to remove extraneous characters such as
dashes and to remove excess characters, as required by field
F7. For example, 11 field F7 can only recetve up to six bytes of
data and the auxiliary on us data 1s nine bytes long, the data
capture module 111 can truncate three bytes of data from the
auxiliary on us data. In step 550, the data capture module 111
stores the truncated auxiliary on us data in field F7 of the
financial data file.

In step 553, the data capture module 111 reads at least one
result of an 1mage quality analysis performed on the elec-
tronic 1image(s) of the check. In step 535, the data capture
module 111 stores the image quality analysis result(s) 1n field
F12 of the financial data file. The method 425 then branches
to step 430 (FIG. 4).

FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B are tflow charts depicting a method
450 for conducting a reject/repair analysis of a financial data
file using expanded mass data sets of the financial data file,
according to an exemplary embodiment of the invention, as
referred to 1n step 450 of FIG. 4. The exemplary method 450
1s merely illustrative and, 1n alternative embodiments of the
invention, certain steps can be performed 1n a different order,
performed 1n parallel with one another, or omitted entirely,
and/or certain additional steps can be performed without

departing from the scope and spirit of the mmvention. The
method 450 1s described below with reference to FIGS. 1 and

6.

In step 605, the reject/repair module 118 analyzes the
financial data file for errors. For example, the reject/repair
module 118 can detect an error 11 a field of the financial data
file 1s empty, comprises data in an incorrect format, or com-
prises the wrong data. In step 607, the reject/repair module
118 determines whether 1t detected an error. If not, the method
450 branches to step 455 (FI1G. 4). 11 the reject/repair module
118 detects an error, the method 450 branches to step 610.

In step 610, the reject/repair module 118 1dentifies the
image lile(s) corresponding to the financial data file. For
example, the reject/repair module 118 can 1dentily the image
file(s) with the same file name, sequence number, or 1denti-
fication number as the financial data file. In step 615, the
reject/repair module 118 presents the 1mage(s) 1dentified in
step 610 on the display 119 for viewing by a user. In step 620,
the reject/repair module 118 reads the data in fields F1
(amount data), FS (routing transit number data), and Fé (ex-
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ternal process code) of the financial data file. In step 625, the
reject/repair module 118 presents the data from fields F1, F5,
and F6 of the financial data file on the display 119 for viewing
by the user.

In steps 630-665, the reject/repair module 118 presents the
untruncated financial data, 1.e., the financial data in fields F10
and F11 of the financial data file, 1n fields F2, F3, F4, and F7
on the display 119.

In step 630, the reject/repair module 118 reads and parses
the process control data from field F10 of the financial data
file. In step 633, the reject/repair module 118 presents the
parsed process control data from field F10 1n field F2 on the
display 119. Thus, the untruncated process control data from
field F10 1s displayed 1n field F2.

In step 640, the reject/repair module 118 reads and parses
the account number data from field F10 of the financial data
file. In step 6435, the reject/repair module 118 presents the
parsed account number data from field F10 1n field F3 on the
display 119. Thus, the untruncated account number data from
field F10 1s displayed in field F3.

In step 650, the reject/repair module 118 reads and parses
the check number data from field F10 ofthe financial data file.
In step 655, the reject/repair module 118 presents the parsed
check number data from field F10 1n field F4 on the display
119. Thus, the untruncated check number data from field F10
1s displayed 1n field F4.

In step 660, the reject/repair module 118 reads the auxiliary
on us data from field F11 of the financial data file. In step 665,
the reject/repair module 118 presents the auxiliary on us data
from field F11 in field F7 on the display 119. Thus, the
untruncated auxiliary on us data from field F11 1s displayed in
field F7.

By presenting the untruncated financial data 1n the display
119, the reject/repair module 118 allows a user to evaluate and
correct errors in the financial data file using the complete
MICR data from the original paper check. The reject/repair
module 118 also allows a user to correct errors 1n both the
truncated and untruncated data in the financial data file. In
step 670, the user compares the displayed financial data with
the displayed electronic check image(s) to determine how to
correct the financial data file error. The user can correct the
data in the display 119 by inputting the correct data into the
reject/repair module via a keyboard 120 or another input
device. For example, where a displayed data field 1s empty but
the displayed image of the check comprises data correspond-
ing to the data field, the user can enter the financial data from
the displayed image 1nto the displayed data field.

In steps 675-695, the reject/repair module 118 stores the
corrected data in the financial data file. In step 675, the reject/
repair module 118 determines whether the corrected data 1s in
field F2 1n the display 119. If so, the method 450 branches to
step 676. In step 676, the reject/repair module 118 stores the
corrected process control data in place of the process control
data 1n field F10 of the financial data file. In step 677, the
reject/repair module 118 truncates the corrected process con-
trol data, as described above 1n conjunction with FIG. S, step
517. In step 678, the reject/repair module 118 stores the
truncated, corrected process control data in field F2 in the
financial data file, and the method 450 continues to step 455
(F1G. 4).

If the reject/repair module 118 determines 1n step 675 that
the corrected data 1s not 1n field F2, then the method 450
branches to step 680. In step 680, the reject/repair module 118
determines whether the corrected data 1s 1n field F3 in the
display 119. If so, the method 450 branches to step 681. In
step 681, the reject/repair module 118 stores the corrected
account number data 1n place of the account number data 1n
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field F10 of the financial data file. In step 682, the reject/repair
module 118 truncates the account number data, as described
above 1n conjunction with FIG. 5, step 522. In step 683, the
reject/reparr module 118 stores the truncated, corrected
account number data 1n field F3 1n the financial data file, and
the method 450 continues to step 455 (FIG. 4).

If the reject/repair module 118 determines 1n step 680 that
the corrected data 1s not in field F3, then the method 450
branches to step 685. In step 685, the reject/repairmodule 118
determines whether the corrected data 1s 1n field F4 1n the
display 119. I1 so, the method 450 branches to step 686. In
step 686, the reject/repair module 118 stores the corrected
check number data 1n place of the check number data 1n field
F10 of the financial data file. In step 687, the reject/repair
module 118 truncates the check number data, as described
above 1n conjunction with FIG. 3§, step 527. In step 688, the
reject/repair module 118 stores the truncated, corrected check
number data in field F4 in the financial data file, and the
method 450 continues to step 455 (FI1G. 4).

If the reject/repair module 118 determines 1n step 685 that
the corrected data 1s not in field F4, then the method 450
branches to step 690. In step 690, the reject/repairmodule 118
determines whether the corrected data 1s 1n field F7 in the
display 119. If so, the method 450 branches to step 691. In
step 691, the reject/repair module 118 stores the corrected
auxiliary on us data in place of the auxiliary on us data in field
F11 of the financial data file. In step 692, the reject/repair
module 118 truncates the auxiliary on us data, as described
above 1n conjunction with FIG. 3§, step 545. In step 693, the
reject/repair module 118 stores the truncated, corrected aux-
iliary on us data in field F7 1n the financial data file, and the
method 450 continues to step 455 (FI1G. 4).

If the reject/repair module 118 determines 1n step 690 that
the corrected data 1s not in field F7, then the method 450
branches to step 695. In step 695, the reject/repairmodule 118
stores the corrected data in the corresponding field in the
financial data file. For example, 11 the corrected data 1s 1n
displayed field F1, F5, or F6, the reject/repair module 118 can
store the corrected data in field F1, F5, or Fé6, respectively, of
the financial data file. The method 450 continues to step 455
(FI1G. 4).

FI1G. 7 1s a flow chart depicting a method 460 for presenting,
a check for payment, according to an exemplary embodiment
of the mvention, as referred to 1n step 460 of FIG. 4. The
exemplary method 460 1s merely 1llustrative and, 1n alterna-
tive embodiments of the mnvention, certain steps can be per-
formed 1n a different order, performed 1n parallel with one
another, or omitted entirely, and/or certain additional steps
can be performed without departing from the scope and spirit
of the mnvention. The method 460 1s described below with
reference to FIGS. 1 and 7.

In step 703, the check presentment module 116 selects a
check for presentment to the receiving institution 125. In step
710, the check presentment module 116 generates a substitute
check form file with fields for the check’s financial data,
addenda data, and electronic 1mage(s). By entering the finan-
cial data, addenda data, and electronic 1mage(s) into the
appropriate fields, the check presentment module 116 can
create a substitute check file that can be used to present a
substitute check and/or an ICL to the recerving institution
125.

In step 715, the check presentment module 116 reads the
check’s financial data from the financial data file. In step 720,
the check presentment module 116 1dentifies the image file(s)
corresponding to the financial data file. For example, the
check presentment module 116 can 1dentify the image file(s)
with the same file name, sequence number, or identification
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number as the financial data file. In step 723, the check pre-
sentment module 116 i1dentifies the addenda data file(s) cor-
responding to the financial data file. For example, the check
presentment module 116 can 1dentify the addenda data file(s)
with the same file name, sequence number, or identification
number as the financial data file.

In step 730, the check presentment module 116 stores the
financial data from the financial data file, the addenda data
from the 1dentified addenda data file(s), and the electronic
image(s) from the 1dentified image file(s) 1n the appropriate
fields of the substitute check file. In this regard, the complete,
untruncated data from fields F10 and F11 of the financial data
file 1s stored 1n the substitute check file, thereby including the
information necessary for a substitute check to comply with
the requirements of the Act. In step 733, the check present-
ment module 116 stores the substitute check file 1n the sub-
stitute check database 108.

In step 735, the check presentment module 118 determines
whether to select another check for presentment to the recerv-
ing 1nstitution 1235. For example, steps 705-733 can be
repeated for each check associated with a particular recerving
istitution 125, whereby the associated checks can be pre-
sented to the receving institution 1235 at the same time. If
another check 1s to be selected for presentment, the method
460 branches back to step 7035 to repeat steps 705-733 for
another check. If not, the method 460 branches to step 740.

In step 740, the check presentment module 116 creates an
clectronic ICL file comprising the substitute check file for
cach selected check. The ICL file can further comprise a
series ol addenda and records related to the selected check(s).
For example, the ICL file can comprise an addendum com-
prising information about a bank of first deposit. In addition,
for each bundle of substitute checks 1n the ICL, the ICL can
include a bundle summary control record comprising infor-
mation about the bundle. For example, the bundle summary
control record can comprise a bundle 1dentification number,
the number of 1tems (substitute check files) in the bundle, the
value of each of the 1items 1n the bundle, and the total value of
all the 1tems 1n the bundle. The ICL file also can comprise a
cover page control record comprising information about the
origin and destination of the ICL file, and a cash letter bundle
summary control record comprising a summary of all bundle
summary control records in the ICL file.

To create the ICL file in an exemplary embodiment, the
check presentment module 116 can organize the substitute
check files (or items) into at least one bundle. Each bundle can
comprise information regarding one or more substitute
checks. The check presentment module 116 can read infor-
mation regarding the substitute checks from the financial data
files, addenda data files, 1image files, and/or substitute check
files corresponding to the substitute checks. Then, the check
presentment module 116 can store certain of the read infor-
mation into appropriate record fields of the ICL file.

The check presentment module 116 also can generate and
enter into appropriate fields of the ICL file information
regarding the bundle(s). For example, for each bundle, the
check presentment module 116 can add up the total number of
items 1n the bundle and the total value of all items 1n the
bundle and can store the total number of items, the total value
of all items, and the value of each 1tem 1n the bundle summary
control record corresponding to the bundle. Similarly, the
check presentment module 116 can add up the total value of
all the 1tems 1n all of the substitute check bundles (or the total
value of all bundles) and can store the total value amount in
the cash letter bundle summary control record of the ICL file.

In step 745, the check presentment module 116 determines
whether to present the ICL electronically or via paper. It the
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ICL 1s to be presented electronically, the method 460
branches to step 775. In step 775, the check presentment
module 116 electronically transmits the ICL file to an RI
computer 126 of the receiving mstitution 125, e.g., via a
network (not shown).

If the check presentment module 116 determines in step
745 to present the ICL via paper, the method 460 branches to
step 747. In step 747, the check presentment module 116
generates a print stream by which the ICL can be printed onto
paper. Step 747 1s described 1n more detail below with refer-
ence to FIG. 8.

In step 750, the check presentment module 116 determines
whether to print the ICL locally or remotely. If the ICL 1s to be
printed locally, the method 460 branches to step 755. In step
755, the check presentment module 116 prints the ICL via a
printer 117. The check presentment module 116 prints the
ICL using the print stream generated in step 747. More spe-
cifically, the check presentment module 116 forwards the
print stream to the printer 117 for printing. The printer 117
reads the data specified 1n print stream, generates the records
for printing based on the read data, and prints the generated
records 1n order to create the printed ICL. In step 760, an
operator of the check processing site 103 collects the printed
ICL, including the paper substitute check(s), for delivery to
the receiving institution 125. For example, the operator can
mail or courier the printed ICL to the receiving institution
125.

If the check presentment module 116 determines 1n step
750 to print the ICL remotely, the method 460 branches to
step 770. In step 770, the check presentment module 116
transmits the print stream generated 1n step 747 to the rece1v-
ing 1nstitution 125, e.g., via a network (not shown). In step
773, the recerving institution 125 prints the ICL, including the
paper substitute check(s), on the RI printer 127. More spe-
cifically, the RI printer 127 reads the data specified in the print
stream, generates the records for printing based on the read
data, and prints the generated records 1n order to create the
printed ICL.

In an alternative exemplary embodiment of the mvention,
the check presentment module 116 can generate an ICL print
stream (as 1n step 747 described below with reference to FIG.
8) without first generating an ICL file or a substitute check
file. The check presentment module 116 can collect data
directly from the image file database 113, the financial data
file database 114, and/or the addenda data file database 112
for creation of the print stream. The check presentment mod-
ule 116 can store the collected data 1n pre-defined fields of a
print stream {ile and transmit the print stream file to the printer
117 or the RI printer 127 for printing.

FI1G. 8 1s a flow chart depicting a method 747 for generating,
a cash letter print stream according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the invention, as referred to 1n step 747 of F1G. 7. The
exemplary method 747 1s merely 1llustrative and, 1n alterna-
tive embodiments of the mvention, certain steps can be per-
formed 1n a different order, performed in parallel with one
another, or omitted entirely, and/or certain additional steps
can be performed without departing from the scope and spirit
of the mvention. The method 747 1s described below with
reference to FIGS. 1 and 8.

In step 805, a form print stream file 1s created and stored.
The form print stream file comprises electronic form defini-
tions for each cash letter document to be printed in the cash
letter. The cash letter documents include a cover page, a
bundle summary, substitute checks, a cash letter bundle sum-
mary, and an exception report page. The form definitions
determine how and where to include information in the print
stream for each cash letter document. For example, the form
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print stream {ile can comprise a form definition for the print
stream for each of the cover page, the bundle summary, the
substitute checks, the cash letter bundle summary, and the
exception report page. Each form definition defines data
fields and their page locations, which each correspond to the
information and format required for a paper cash letter. Based
on the form definitions, the check presentment module 116
can retrieve and input the proper mnformation (data and/or
images) into the data fields to create the print stream. The
check presentment module 116 stores the form print stream
file 1n a form database 130.

In step 807, the check presentment module 116 determines
the file format 1n which to generate the print stream. The print
stream file format can vary depending on the person or entity
printing the cash letter. For example, the file format can vary
depending on the printing person/entity’s file format capa-
bilities. A cover page control record of the ICL file generated
in step 740 (FIG. 7) can comprise information regarding the
printing person or entity and/or the person/entity’s file format
capabilities. For example, 11 the cover page control record
indicates that the cash letter will be printed by a Federal
Reserve Bank, the print stream can be in a .AFP file format.
Alternative suitable file formats, including the .PDF file for-
mat, will be apparent to a person of skill 1n the art.

In steps 810-830, the check presentment module 116 cre-
ates the cash letter print stream in the appropriate file format.

In step 810, the check presentment module 116 adds a
cover page to the print stream. The cover page comprises
information about the cash letter’s contents, such as the num-
ber of substitute checks 1n the cash letter, information 1den-
tifying the transmitting bank, and/or information identifying
the receiving institution 125. For example, the cover page
information can comprise information identifying the bank
receiving the cash letter by American Bankers Association
(“ABA”) number, name, and address. It can further comprise
print dispatch information, such as the bin, section, and/or
courier assigned to the cash letter. To add the cover page to the
print stream, the check presentment module 116 inserts infor-
mation contained within the ICL file into fields of one or more
of the form definitions created 1n step 803. For example, the
check presentment module 116 can insert information con-
tained within the ICL’s cover page control record 1nto corre-
sponding fields of a cover page form definition.

In step 813, the check presentment module 116 selects a
bundle comprising at least one substitute check for inclusion
in the print stream. In step 815, the check presentment module
116 adds a bundle summary to the print stream. The bundle
summary comprises information regarding the bundle
selected 1n step 813. For example, the bundle summary can
comprise the number of substitute checks in the bundle, the
value of each of the substitute checks in the bundle, and the
total value of all substitute checks 1n the bundle. To add the
bundle summary to the print stream, the check presentment
module 116 1nserts information contained within the ICL file
into fields of one or more of the form definitions created 1n
step 805. For example, the check presentment module 116
can 1nsert mformation contained within the ICL’s bundle
summary control record into corresponding fields of a bundle
summary form definition.

In step 820, the check presentment module 116 adds the
bundle’s substitute check(s) to the print stream. To add the

substitute check(s) to the print stream, the check presentment
module 116 1nserts information contained within the ICL file
into fields of one or more of the form definitions created 1n
step 805. For example, for each substitute check, the check
presentment module 116 can sert the financial data,
addenda data, and/or the electronic 1mage(s) corresponding
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to the substitute check (and/or stored 1n the substitute check
file) into corresponding fields of a substitute check form
definition. Upon printing the generated print stream, each
substitute check will include all of the original MICR data of
the corresponding original paper check and all endorsements.
For example, each substitute check can comply with the

American National Standards Institute Specifications for an
Image Replacement Document (ANSI X9.100-140, X9.90),
or other appropriate industry standards, as may change from
time to time.

In step 825, the check presentment module 116 determines
whether to select another bundle for inclusion 1n the print
stream. For example, steps 813-820 can be repeated for each
bundle to be included in the cash letter print stream. If the
check presentment module 116 determines to select another
bundle, the method 747 branches back to step 813 to repeat
steps 813-820 for another bundle. If the check presentment
module 116 determines 1n step 8235 not to select another
bundle, the method 747 branches to step 830 to complete
creation of the print stream.

In step 830, the check presentment module 116 adds a cash
letter bundle summary to the print stream. The cash letter
bundle summary comprises information about all of the
bundles 1n the cash letter. For example, the cash letter bundle
summary can comprise a total of the value of all the bundles
in the cash letter. To add the cash letter bundle summary to the
print stream, the check presentment module 116 1nserts infor-
mation contained within the ICL file 1into fields of one or more
of the form definitions created 1n step 805. For example, the
check presentment module 116 can insert information from
the cash letter bundle summary control record into corre-
sponding fields of a cash letter bundle summary form defini-
tion.

In step 833, the check presentment module 116 adds an
exception report page to the print stream. The exception
report page comprises information regarding any errors the
check presentment module 116 incurred when adding other
documents to the print stream file. For example, the exception
report information can i1dentity a substitute check for which
the check presentment module 116 was unable to mnput cor-
responding substitute check information into the substitute
check form definition. To add the exception report page to the
print stream, the check presentment module 116 1nserts infor-
mation contained within the ICL file into fields of one or more
of the form definitions created 1n step 805. For example, the
check presentment module 116 can insert information regard-
ing or identifying the errors ito corresponding fields of an
exception report page form definition.

The method 747 continues to step 750 (FI1G. 7).

As set forth above, 1n alternative exemplary embodiments
of the invention, the depositing institution 103 can generate
an ICL for recerved checks or forward recerved paper checks
to the capture site 104. In such embodiments, the depositing,
istitution 103 or the capture site 104 can perform certain of
the method steps described above with reference to FIGS.
4-7. For example, 1f the depositing institution 103 generates
an ICL for recetved checks, the depositing institution 103 can
capture, generate, and store electronic check images and
financial data, as set forth 1n exemplary steps 405-445 of
FIGS. 4, 5A, and 5B. In addition, the reject/repair module 213
of the depositing nstitution 103 can perform reject/repair
functions on the captured financial data, as set forth in the
exemplary method 450 of FIGS. 4, 6A, and 6B. The ICL
Module 215 of the depositing mstitution 103 can generate an
ICL comprising the captured electronic check images and
financial data and can forward the generated ICL to the check
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processing site 105, which can process the ICL 1n accordance
with certain of the remaining exemplary steps of FIGS. 4, 7,
and 8.

FIG. 9 1s a block diagram depicting a print stream 900
generated 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of
the invention. First in the print stream 900 1s the cover page

905. The cover page 905 comprises information regarding the
cash letter’s contents, such as the number of substitute checks
in the cash letter, information identifying the transmitting
bank, and/or information 1dentifying the recerving institution
125. For example, the cover page can comprise information
identifving the bank receiving the cash letter by ABA number,
name, and address. It can further comprise print dispatch
information, such as the bin, section, and/or courier assigned
to the cash letter.

Second 1n the print stream 1s the bundle summary 910A for
the first bundle 1n the cash letter. The bundle summary 910A
comprises information regarding the contents of the first
bundle. For example, the bundle summary 910A can com-
prise the number of substitute checks in the bundle, the value
of each of the substitute checks in the bundle, and the total
value of all substitute checks 1n the bundle. For each bundle of
substitute checks 1n the print stream, there 1s a corresponding,
bundle summary 910A, 9108, 910X.

After each respective bundle summary 910A, 9108, 910X
in the print stream are the substitute checks 915A, 915B,
915X listed 1n the corresponding bundle summary 910A,
910B, 910X. Each substitute check can comprise all of the
original MICR data of the corresponding original paper check
and all endorsements.

Next 1n the print stream 900 1s the cash letter bundle sum-
mary 920. The cash letter bundle summary 920 comprises
information about all of the bundles 1n the cash letter. For
example, the cash letter bundle summary 920 can comprise a
total of the value of all the bundles 1n the cash letter.

Last 1n the print stream 900 1s the exception report page
925, which comprises information regarding any errors the
check presentment module 116 incurred when generating
other documents 1n the print stream file. For example, the
exception report page 925 can comprise information 1denti-
tying a substitute check for which the check presentment
module 116 was unable to mput corresponding substitute
check imnformation into the substitute check form definition.

The information from the print stream 900 can be printed 1n
order, with the resulting printout comprising a paper cash
letter. For example, printing the imnformation from the print
stream 900 depicted 1n FIG. 9, results 1n a properly formatted
and ordered paper cash letter comprising substitute checks
and audit data. The audit data (1.e., the cover page 905, the
bundle summary 910A, 9108, 910X, the cash letter bundle
summary 920, and the exception report page 923) comprises
control reports that detail the documents printed concurrently
therewith. Thus, the audit data provides a real-time inventory
of the paper cash letter.

In an exemplary embodiment, the print stream 900 can be
printed on perforated paper and passed through a bursting
machine to create the paper cash letter. Upon printing, a paper
burster can separate each printed page at its perforations, so

that each separated page comprises a portion of the cash letter.
Thus, the cover page 905, bundle summaries 910A, 9108,

010X, substitute checks 915A, 915B, 915X, cash letter
bundle summary 920, and exception report page 925 can each
be printed on a separate page based on the size of the pages
between the perforations. Additionally, the different compo-
nents of the paper cash letter can be printed on different color
paper for easy 1dentification.
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In one embodiment of the invention, the check presentment
module 116 can instruct the printer 117 (or the RI printer 127)
to print each of the documents on different types, colors,
and/or sizes of paper. For example, the check presentment
module 116 can instruct the printer 117 (or the RI printer 127)
to print the substitute checks 915A, 915B, 915X on yellow
paper and each of the other documents in the cash letter on
blue paper. In vet another embodiment of the invention, the
type, color, and/or size of the paper can vary depending on
whether the transaction 1s a forward transaction or a return
transaction. For example, the check presentment module 116
can instruct the printer 117 (or the RI printer 127) to print each
of the non-substitute check documents of a forward transac-
tion on blue paper and each of the non-substitute check docu-
ments of a return transaction on red paper. In an exemplary
embodiment, the print stream file form definition correspond-
ing to each cash letter document can comprise a designation
for a particular type, color, and/or size of paper on which to
print the corresponding cash letter document.

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram depicting a cover page 1000
printed from a print stream generated 1n accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the invention. The cover page
1000 1s printed on one section of a perforated sheet of paper
and comprises mformation regarding the cash letter’s con-
tents. The cover page 1000 can be separated from the other
sections of the perforated sheet by tearing the sheet at its
perforations. The exemplary cover page 1000 comprises a
count 1005 of the number of i1tems 1n the cash letter and
destination information 1010 i1dentifying the destination of
the cash letter by ABA number, name, and address. It further
comprises print dispatch information, such as the bin, section,
and/or courier assigned to the cash letter. A person of skill in
the art will recognize that the cover page 1000 can comprise
other additional information related to the cash letter’s con-
tents, and/or certain 1llustrated information can be removed
from the cover page 1000, without departing from the scope
and spirit of the invention.

FIG. 11 1s a block diagram depicting a bundle summary
page 1100 printed from a print stream generated 1n accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the mvention. The
bundle summary page 1100 1s printed on three sections of a
perforated sheet of paper. The sections of the bundle summary
page 1100 can be separated from one another by tearing the
sheet at 1ts perforations. The exemplary bundle summary
page 1100 comprises a count 1105 of the number of 1tems in
bundle A, the value of each of the items 1n the bundle, and the
total value 1110 of all items 1n the bundle. It also includes
information identitying the destination of the bundle sum-
mary page 1100 by bank name and address. A person of skall
in the art will recogmize that the bundle summary page 1100
can comprise other additional information related to the items
in bundle A, and/or certain illustrated information can be
removed from the bundle summary page 1100, without
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention.

FIG. 12 1s a block diagram depicting a substitute check
page 1200 printed from a print stream generated 1n accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the mvention. The
substitute check page 1200 comprises multiple substitute
checks, printed front and back, on perforated paper. As shown
in FI1G. 12, three substitute checks can be printed on a single
piece of perforated paper, which can be separated at 1ts per-
forations to produce individual pages for each substitute
check.

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram depicting a cash letter bundle
summary page 1300 printed from a print stream generated 1n
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention.
The cash letter bundle summary page 1300 1s printed on three
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sections of a perforated sheet of paper. The sections of the
cash letter bundle summary page 1300 can be separated from
one another by tearing the sheet at 1ts perforations. The exem-
plary cash letter bundle summary page 1300 comprises infor-
mation regarding each bundle 1n the cash letter, including a
bundle ID, bundle number, item count, and total value amount
for each bundle 1n the cash letter. The cash letter bundle
summary page 1300 comprises a total item count 1305 and a
total value amount for all the bundles 1310. In addition, the
cash letter bundle summary page 1300 comprises information
identifying the destination of the cash letter bundle summary
page 1300 by bank ABA number, name, and address. A per-
son of skill 1n the art will recognize that the cash letter bundle
summary page 1300 can comprise other additional informa-
tion related to the cash letter bundles, and/or certain 1llus-
trated information can be removed from the cash letter bundle
summary page 1300, without departing from the scope and
spirit of the mvention.

FIG. 14 1s a block diagram depicting an exception report
page 1400 printed from a print stream generated 1n accor-
dance with an exemplary embodiment of the invention. The
exception report page 1400 1s printed on one section of a
perforated sheet of paper. The exception report page 1400 can
be separated from the other sections of the perforated sheet by
tearing the sheet at 1ts perforations. The exemplary exception
report page 1400 comprises information regarding errors the
check presentment module incurred when generating other
documents 1n the print stream file. The errors relate to three
documents, which are identified by routing transit number,
sequence number, amount, and bundle ID. In addition, a
reason for each error 1s provided. A person of skill in the art
will recognize that the exception report page 1400 can com-
prise other additional information related to the errors, and/or
certain 1illustrated information can be removed from the
exception report page 1400, without departing from the scope
and spirit of the invention.

FIG. 15 1s a flow chart depicting a method 1500 for veri-
tying cash letter printing, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the invention. The exemplary method 1500 1s merely
illustrative and, in alternative embodiments of the invention,
certain steps can be performed 1n a different order, performed
in parallel with one another, or omitted entirely, and/or certain
additional steps can be performed without departing from the
scope and spirit of the mvention. The method 1500 1s
described below with reference to FIGS. 1 and 15.

In step 1505, the check presentment module 116 stores
information regarding multiple ICLs to be printed 1n a print
request record. The term “record” 1s used herein to refer to a
set of electronic data, including, without limitation, a table, a
file, and a part of a table or file. The information stored 1n the
print request record includes data that uniquely identifies
cach ICL to be printed. For example, for each ICL, the print
request record can include a total value of the items 1n the
ICL, an ABA number of the bank that will receive the printed
ICL, a total number of bundles in the ICL, and/or a total
number of i1tems 1n the ICL. In certain exemplary embodi-
ments, the check presentment module 116 can store the print
request record 1n a print database 135 of the check processor
109.

In step 1510, at least a portion of the ICLs are printed. Each
printed ICL includes a machine-readable identifier, such as a
barcode, with at least a portion of the information stored in the
print request record. For example, one of the printers 117 and
127 can print the ICLs upon receiving an ICL print stream
from the check presentment module 116, substantially as
described above in connection with FIGS. 7 and 8. The print
stream can include information necessary for printing the
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machine-readable 1dentifier, including at least a portion of the
information stored in the print request record. In certain
exemplary embodiments, a cover page of each printed ICL
can 1nclude the printed machine-readable 1dentifier.

In step 1515, the check presentment module 116 reads the 5
information 1n each of the printed machine-readable 1dentifi-
ers of the printed ICLs. In certain exemplary embodiments,
the check presentment module 116 can receive the informa-
tion from one or more barcode scanners (not shown) or other
data readers at the print location (i.e., the check processing 10
site 105 or the recewving institution 125). For example, an
operator at the print location can scan a printed barcode after
the ICL containing the barcode 1s done printing.

In step 1520, the check presentment module 116 stores the
information read 1n step 1515 1n a printed ICL record. In 15
certain exemplary embodiments, the check presentment mod-
ule 116 can store the printed ICL record in the print database
135. In step 1525, the check presentment module 116 com-
pares the mformation in the print request record and the
printed ICL record. Based on that comparison, 1n step 1530, 20
the check presentment module 116 1dentifies the ICLs, 1f any,
that have not been printed (1n step 1510).

For example, 1f information identifying a particular ICL 1s
present 1n the print request record but not in the printed ICL
record, the check presentment module 116 can 1dentify the 25
ICL as not having been printed. Similarly, if information
identifving a particular ICL 1s present in both the print request
record and the printed ICL record, the check presentment
module 116 can not identify the ICL.

In step 1535, the check presentment module 116 outputs an 30
alert including information regarding the ICLs 1dentified 1n
step 1530. For example, the check presentment module 116
can output a visual and/or audible alert via one or more output
devices at the check processing site 1035 and/or the receiving
institution 123. In certain exemplary embodiments, an opera- 35
tor recerving the alert can investigate why the 1dentified ICLs
tailed to print. For example, the operator can identily a print-
ing error that caused the printing failure. The operator also
can istruct the check presentment module 116 to attempt to
re-print the ICL. 40

In certain exemplary embodiments, an operator can
instruct the check presentment module 116 to perform one or
more of the comparison, identification, and alert functions of
steps 1525-1535 via the keyboard 120 or another input device
associated with the check processor 109 and/or the receiving 45
istitution 125. Alternatively, the check presentment module
116 can be configured to automatically perform these func-
tions. For example, the check presentment module 116 can be
configured to automatically perform these functions at speci-
fied time intervals. 50

Although the method 1500 has been described herein with
regard to ICLs, a person of ordinary skill in the art having the
benefit of the present disclosure will recognize that the
method 1500 also can be applied to verily printing of items
and/or 1tem bundles. For example, the ICL printed 1n step 55
1510 can include a machine-readable 1dentifier for each item
and/or bundle. The machine-readable 1dentifier can 1nclude
information uniquely identifying the item and/or bundle. The
check presentment module 116 can compare information 1n
cach printed machine-readable 1dentifier with information 1n 60
the print request record to determine whether each 1tem and/
or bundle has been printed.

FI1G. 16 1s a tlow chart depicting a method 1600 for iden-
tifying duplicate printed paper cash letters, according to an
exemplary embodiment of the invention. The exemplary 65
method 1600 1s merely 1llustrative and, 1n alternative embodi-
ments of the invention, certain steps can be performed 1n a
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different order, performed in parallel with one another, or
omitted entirely, and/or certain additional steps can be per-
formed without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention. The method 1600 1s described below with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 and 16.

In step 16035, the check presentment module 116 generates
a print stream for an ICL. The print stream 1ncludes informa-
tion necessary for printing a machine-readable identifier,
such as a barcode, with information uniquely identifying the
ICL, such as a total value of the 1tems 1n the ICL, an ABA
number of the bank that will receive the printed ICL, a total
number of bundles 1n the ICL, and/or a total number of items
in the ICL. For example, the check presentment module 116
can generate the ICL print stream substantially as described
above 1n connection with FIGS. 7 and 8. In certain exemplary
embodiments, the print stream can include an ICL cover page
including the machine-readable 1dentifier.

In step 1610, the check presentment module 116 prints the
ICL, including the machine-readable 1dentifier. For example,
the check presentment module 116 can transmit the print
stream to one of the printers 117 and 127 for printing. In step
1615, the check presentment module 116 reads the informa-
tion in the printed machine-readable 1dentifier of the printed
ICL. In certain exemplary embodiments, the check present-
ment module 116 can recerve the information from a barcode
scanner (not shown) or other data reader at the print location
(1.e., the check processing site 103 or the receiving institution
125). For example, an operator at the print location can scan
a printed barcode after the ICL containing the barcode 1s done
printing.

In step 1620, the check presentment module 116 compares
the read information with information in a printed ICL record.
As described above in connection with FIG. 15, the printed
ICL record includes information uniquely 1dentifying I1CLs
that already have been printed. This information 1n the printed
ICL record originated from data read from the machine-
readable 1dentifiers associated with each printed ICL upon
completion of printing of the ICL. For example, for each
printed ICL, the information can include a total value of the
items 1n the ICL, an ABA number of the bank that will receive
the printed ICL, a total number of bundles 1n the ICL, and/or
a total number of 1tems 1n the ICL.

Based on the comparison 1n step 1620, 1n step 1625, the
check presentment module 116 determines whether the ICL
was printed twice, 1.e., whether the printed cash letter 1s a
duplicate of an already printed ICL. For example, if the
printed ICL record includes information identifying the ICL,
then the check presentment module 116 can determine that
the ICL was printed twice. Similarly, 11 the printed ICL record
does not include information identifying the ICL, then the
check presentment module 116 can determine that the ICL
was not printed twice.

If the check presentment module 116 determines 1n step
1625 that the ICL was printed twice, the method 1600
branches to step 1630. In step 1630, the check presentment
module 116 outputs an alert identifying the duplicate printed
ICL. For example, the check presentment module 116 can
output a visual and/or audible alert via one or more output
devices at the check processing site 105 and/or the receiving
institution 1235. In certain exemplary embodiments, an opera-
tor receiving the alert can discard the printed ICL.

If the check presentment module 116 determines 1n step
1625 that the ICL was not printed twice, then the method 1600
branches to step 1635. In step 1635, the check presentment
module 116 stores the mnformation read 1n step 1615 in the
printed ICL record, so that the check presentment module 116
can identily any subsequently printed duplicates of the
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printed ICL by comparing information in the duplicates with
the information stored in the printed ICL record.

Although the method 1600 has been described herein with
regard to ICLs, a person of ordinary skill in the art having the
benefit of the present disclosure will recognize that the
method 1600 also can be applied to identity duplicate printed
items and/or duplicate printed item bundles. For example, the
print stream generated 1n step 1605 can 1include a machine-
readable identifier for each 1tem and/or bundle. The machine-
readable 1dentifier can include mnformation uniquely 1denti-
tying the item and/or bundle. The check presentment module
116 can compare information in a printed machine-readable
identifier with information in the printed ICL record to deter-
mine whether each item and/or bundle 1s a duplicate.

The mvention can be used with computer hardware and
soltware that performs the methods and processing functions
described above. As will be appreciated by those skilled 1n the
art, the systems, methods, and procedures described herein
can be embodied 1n a programmable computer, computer
executable software, or digital circuitry. The software can be
stored on computer readable media. For example, computer
readable media can include a floppy disk, RAM, ROM, hard
disk, removable media, flash memory, memory stick, optical
media, magneto-optical media, CD-ROM, etc. Dagital cir-
cuitry can include integrated circuits, gate arrays, building
block logic, field programmable gate arrays (FPGA), etc.

Although specific embodiments of the invention have been
described above 1n detail, the description 1s merely for pur-
poses of 1llustration. It should be appreciated, therefore, that
many aspects of the invention were described above by way of
example only and are not intended as required or essential
clements of the mnvention unless explicitly stated otherwise.
Various modifications of, and equivalent steps corresponding,
to, the disclosed aspects of the exemplary embodiments, in
addition to those described above, can be made by those
skilled in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of
the mvention defined 1n the following claims, the scope of
which 1s to be accorded the broadest interpretation so as to
encompass such modifications and equivalent structures.

We claim:
1. A computer-implemented method for identifying dupli-
cate printed cash letters, comprising the steps of:
receiving by a check presentment module information
obtained from a printed machine-readable identifier
comprising information identifying a printed cash letter
associated with the printed machine-readable 1dentifier,
the printed cash letter comprising at least one substitute
check that 1s a legal equivalent of a corresponding paper
check, the check presentment module implemented 1n a
computer system that comprises instructions stored 1n a
machine-readable medium and a processor that executes
the instructions;
determining by the check presentment module whether the
cash letter was printed twice by determining whether
information stored in a record corresponds to the
recetved information, wherein the information stored in
the record 1dentifies cash letters that were printed previ-
ously; and
outputting by the check presentment module an alert advis-
ing that the cash letter was printed twice 1n response to
determining that the cash letter was printed twice.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the printed machine-
readable 1dentifier comprises a barcode.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the information in the
printed machine-readable 1dentifier comprises information
uniquely identifying the cash letter.
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein the information
unmquely identifying the cash letter comprises at least one of
a total value of 1tems 1n the cash letter, an ABA number of a
bank that will receive a printed copy of the cash letter, a total
number of item bundles 1n the cash letter, and a total number
of items 1n the cash letter.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of determining
whether the cash letter was printed twice comprises the step
of determining whether the record comprises mmformation
umiquely identifying the cash letter.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of the
check presentment module storing the recetved imnformation
in the record in response to determining that the cash letter
was not printed twice.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the alert uniquely 1den-
tifies the cash letter.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

generating via the check presentment module a print
stream for the cash letter, the print stream comprising,
information to be included in the printed machine-read-
able 1dentifier; and

printing the cash letter and the machine-readable 1dentifier
based on the generated print stream.

9. A computer program product, comprising;

a computer-readable medium having computer-executable
program code embodied therein for preventing duplica-
tive electronic check processing, the computer-readable
medium comprising:

computer-readable program code for recerving informa-
tion obtained from a printed machine-readable identifier
comprising information identifying a printed cash letter
associated with the printed machine-readable 1dentifier,
the printed cash letter comprising at least one substitute
check that 1s a legal equivalent of a corresponding paper

check:

computer-readable program code for determining whether
the cash letter was printed twice by determining whether
information stored 1n a record comprises the received
information, wherein the information stored in the
record identifies cash letters that were printed previ-
ously; and

computer-readable program code for outputting an alert
advising that the cash letter was printed twice 1n
response to determining that the cash letter was printed
twice.

10. A system for identifying duplicate printed cash letters,

comprising;

means for reading information 1n a printed machine-read-
able 1dentifier, the printed machine-readable 1dentifier
comprising information identifying a printed cash letter
associated with the printed machine-readable 1dentifier,
the printed cash letter comprising at least one substitute
check that 1s a legal equivalent of a corresponding paper
check:

means for storing mformation in a record, wherein the
information stored in the record identifies cash letters
that were printed previously; and

means for determiming whether the cash letter was printed
twice by determining whether the information stored in
the record comprises the read information,

wherein the means for storing stores the read information
in the record 1n response to a determination that the cash
letter was not printed twice.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the printed machine-

readable 1dentifier comprises a barcode.
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12. The system of claim 10, wherein the information 1n the
printed machine-readable 1dentifier comprises information
uniquely identifying the cash letter.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the information
uniquely 1dentitying the cash letter comprises at least one of
a total value of items 1n the cash letter, an ABA number of a
bank that will receive a printed copy of the cash letter, a total
number of 1tem bundles 1n the cash letter, and a total number
of items 1n the cash letter.

14. The system of claim 10, wherein the step of determin-
ing whether the cash letter was printed twice comprises the
step of determining whether the record comprises informa-
tion uniquely 1dentitying the cash letter.

15. The system of claim 10, further comprising the step of
outputting an alert advising that the cash letter was printed
twice 1n response to determining that the cash letter was
printed twice.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the alert uniquely
identifies the cash letter.

17. The system of claim 10, further comprising;

means for generating a print stream for the cash letter, the
print stream comprising information to be included in
the printed machine-readable identifier; and

means for printing the cash letter and the machine-readable
identifier based on the generated print stream.

18. A system for 1dentifying duplicate printed cash letters,

comprising:

a check presentment module that generates a print stream
for printing a cash letter, the print stream comprising
information to be included 1n a printed machine-read-
able 1dentifier comprising information identifying the
cash letter, the printed cash letter comprising at least one
substitute check that 1s a legal equivalent of a corre-
sponding paper check;

a reading device that reads the information in the printed
machine-readable identifier; and

a database that stores information 1n a record, wherein the
information stored in the record identifies cash letters
that were printed previously,

wherein the check presentment module determines
whether the cash letter was printed twice by comparing
the read information with the information stored in the
record to determine whether the information stored in
the record corresponds to the read information, stores
the read information in the record in the database in
response to determining that the cash letter was not
printed twice, and outputs an alert advising that the cash
letter was printed twice 1n response to determining that
the cash letter was printed twice.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the printed machine-

readable 1dentifier comprises a barcode.

20. The system of claim 18, wherein the information in the
printed machine-readable 1dentifier comprises information
uniquely 1dentifying the cash letter, the information uniquely
identifving the cash letter comprising at least one of a total
value of items 1n the cash letter, an ABA number of a bank that
will receive a printed copy of the cash letter, a total number of
item bundles 1n the cash letter, and a total number of items 1n
the cash letter.

21. The system of claim 18, wherein the step of determin-
ing whether the cash letter was printed twice comprises the
step of determining whether the record comprises informa-
tion uniquely 1dentitying the cash letter.

22. The system of claim 18, wherein the alert uniquely
identifies the cash letter.
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23. A computer program product, comprising:

a computer-readable medium having computer-executable
program code embodied therein for preventing duplica-
tive electronic check processing, the computer-readable
medium comprising;:

computer-readable program code for generating a print
stream for a cash letter, the print stream comprising
information to be included 1n a printed machine-read-
able 1dentifier comprising information identitying the
cash letter;

computer-readable program code for printing the cash let-
ter and the machine-readable 1dentifier, the printed cash
letter comprising at least one substitute check that 1s a
legal equivalent of a corresponding paper check;

computer-readable program code for receiving the infor-
mation from the printed machine-readable 1dentifier;

computer-readable program code for determining whether
the cash letter was printed twice by determining whether
information stored 1n a record corresponds to the
recerved information;

computer-readable program code for storing the received
information in the record in response to determining that
the cash letter was not printed twice; and

computer-readable program code for outputting an alert
advising that the cash letter was printed twice 1n
response to determiming that the cash letter was printed
twice.

24. The method of claim 1, wherein the check presentment
module performs the receiving step by reading the informa-
tion from the printed machine-readable 1dentifier.

25. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of,
prior to the receiving step, printing the cash letter and the
associated machine-readable 1dentifier.

26. The method of claim 1, wherein the check presentment
module determines that the cash letter was printed twice in
response to determining that the immformation stored in the
record comprises the received mformation.

277. The system of claim 10, further comprising means for
printing the cash letter and the associated machine-readable
identifier.

28. The system of claim 18, further comprising a printer
that receives the print stream and that prints the cash letter and
the associated machine-readable 1dentifier.

29. An apparatus for identitying duplicate printed cash
letters, comprising a check presentment system that generates
a print stream comprising information to be mcluded 1n a
printed machine-readable 1dentifier 1dentifying a cash letter
and thereafter determines whether the cash letter was printed
twice by comparing the printed machine-readable 1dentifier
with stored information identifying cash letters that were
printed previously, the check presentment system outputting
an alert advising that the cash letter was printed twice 1n
response to determining that the stored information corre-
sponds to the information in the printed machine-readable
identifier, the printed cash letter comprising at least one sub-
stitute check that 1s a legal equivalent of a corresponding
paper check.

30. The apparatus of claim 29, further comprising a data-
base that maintains the stored information 1n a record.

31. The apparatus of claim 29, further comprising a reading
device that reads the information in the printed machine-
readable 1dentifier.

32. The apparatus of claim 29, wherein the information 1n
the printed machine-readable identifier comprises informa-
tion uniquely identifying the cash letter, the information
unmiquely 1dentifying the cash letter comprising at least one of
a total value of 1tems 1n the cash letter, an ABA number of a
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bank that will rece1ve a printed copy of the cash letter, a total
number of item bundles 1n the cash letter, and a total number
of 1tems 1n the cash letter.
33. A computer-implemented method for identifying
duplicate printed cash letters, comprising the steps of:
generating, via a check presentment module, an electronic
print stream for a cash letter, the print stream comprising,
a plurality of substitute check records for the cash letter,

at least one bundle summary control record for the cash
letter, and at least one cover page control record for the
cash letter, the electronic print stream further compris-
ing information for a machine-readable 1dentifier, the
information identitying the cash letter, wherein printing
ol the print stream produces a printed version of the cash
letter and a printed version of the machine-readable
identifier:;

communicating the print stream to a location that 1s remote
from the check presentment module;

receiving by the check presentment module the informa-
tion obtained from the printed version of the machine-
readable 1identifier, thereby indicating that the electronic
print stream has been printed to create the printed ver-
sion of the cash letter;

determining by the check presentment module whether the
paper version of the cash letter has been printed twice by
determining whether information stored 1n a record cor-
responds to the received information, wherein the infor-
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mation stored in the record identifies cash letters that
were printed previously; and

communicating, by the check presentment module, an alert

to the remote location advising that the cash letter has
been printed twice in response to determining that the
cash letter was printed twice,

wherein the check presentment module 1s implemented 1n

a computer system that comprises instructions stored 1n
a machine-readable medium and a processor that
executes the mstructions.

34. The method of claim 33, wherein the printed machine-
readable 1dentifier comprises a barcode.

35. The method of claim 33, wherein the information iden-
tifying the cash letter comprises at least one of a total value of
items 1n the cash letter, an ABA number of a bank that will
receive a printed copy of the cash letter, a total number of 1tem
bundles 1n the cash letter, and a total number of items 1n the
cash letter.

36. The method of claim 33, wherein the step of determin-
ing whether the cash letter was printed twice comprises the
step of determining whether the record comprises the infor-
mation 1dentifying the cash letter.

377. The method of claim 33, further comprising the step of
the check presentment module storing the received informa-
tion in the record in response to determining that the cash
letter has not been printed twice.

¥ ¥ H ¥ H



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

