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Results:
M oo = 1,600 g/mol (GPC)
PDlpe, = 1.24

Macroinitiator PSt.,

GPC signal

Molecular weight [g/mol]

Figure 2.
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STAR MACROMOLECULES FOR PERSONAL
AND HOME CARE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELAT
APPLICATION

T
»

This application claims priority under 35 USC 119(e) to
provisional application Ser. No. 61/214,397, filed Apr. 23,

2009, imncorporated by reference herein 1n 1ts entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to multi-arm star macromol-
ecules which are used as rheology modifiers, including use 1n
the cosmetic, personal care and home care compositions.

BACKGROUND AND PRIOR ART

Most personal care products on the market contain many
types of polymers that vary by structure, chemistry, and raw
material source (synthetic or natural) that are combined to
provide products with many different desired functions. One
class of polymer additives 1s targeted at altering or modifying
the rheological properties of the product that are very impor-
tant for consumer appeal. Often, additives that provide sutfi-
cient viscosity are needed, especially for those formulations
where the viscosity without additives 1s close to that of the
pure solvent (water). However, merely increasing viscosity 1s
not suificient, and 1n reality, the modifiers should be selected
to provide certain desired rheological properties for the for-
mulation that depend on 1ts nature, the mode of delivery, type
of flow, and the aesthetic appeal of final application. Typi-
cally, low molecular weight surfactants are used to modity
rheological properties but they have to be used at large con-
centrations. Resulting 1n relatively high cost, and an adverse
impact on the environment (e.g., water pollution).

The thickeners used 1n cosmetic and body care prepara-
tions have to meet stringent requirements. First and foremost,
they have to show high compatibility and also—i1 possible—
biodegradability so that many substances have to be ruled out
from the outset for use 1n cosmetics. In addition, they should
be umiversally useable 1n aqueous, emulsoidal, alcoholic and
oil-containing bases, be readily processable and lead to a
rheology which enables the product to be easily applied so
that the preparations can be removed and distributed under
clean and simple conditions.

Thickeners that are designed molecular level to provide the
desired properties would be expected to be compatible with
many other auxiliaries, more particularly with salts and sur-
factants. The thickener itself and the other auxiliaries should
also lend themselves to ready incorporation into the formu-
lation. The thickened preparations are also expected to show
stable rheology and an unchanging physical and chemical
quality even in the event of long-term storage and changes 1n
pH and temperature. Finally, the thickeners should be mnex-
pensive to produce without causing significant environmental
pollution.

In view of this complex requirement profile, it is clear why,
even today, there 1s still a demand for new thickeners in the
cosmetics field.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, 1n one aspect the ivention provides a poly-
mer composition comprising star macromolecules, each star
macromolecule having a core and five or more arms, wherein
the number of arms within a star macromolecule varies across
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the composition of star molecules; the arms on a star are
covalently attached to the core of the star; each arm comprises
one or more (co)polymer segments; and at least one arm
and/or at least one segment exhibits a different solubility from
at least one other arm or one other segment, respectively, 1n a
reference liquid of interest

The use of the polymer composition in personal care prod-
ucts and homoe care products 1s also provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features and advantages of the present invention may
be better understood by reference to the accompanying Fig-
ures, 1n which:

FIG. 1: Illustration of the structure of a segmented homo-
arm star macromolecule and two different types ol mikto-arm
star macromolecules.

FIG. 2: GPC curve for the polystyrene macroinitiator
formed 1n step 1 of the synthesis of an exemplary (PSt-b-
PAA) star macromolecule.

FIG. 3: GPC curves for the polystyrene macroinitiator
formed 1n step 1 of the synthesis of an exemplary (PSt-b-
PAA) star macromolecule and GPC curve for block copoly-
mer formed after chain extension with tBA i step 2 of the
synthesis.

FIG. 4: GPC curves of the PSt-b-tBA block copolymer and
the star macromolecule formed after core formation reaction
1s step 3 of the formation of an exemplary (PSt-b-PAA) star
macromolecule.

FIG. 5: Image showing the thickening properties of (PSt-
b-PAA) star macromolecule.

FIG. 6: Viscosity of aqueous solution of (PSt-b-PAA) star
macromolecule vs. shear rate.

FIG. 7: Viscosity of aqueous solution of (PSt-b-PAA) star
macromolecule vs. concentration.

FIG. 8: Viscosity of an aqueous solution and a water/
windex (1/1 v/v) solution of (PSt-b-PAA) star macromolecule
vs. shear rate.

FIG. 9: Viscosity of an aqueous solution and a water/
windex (1/1 v/v) solution of Carbopol EDT 2020 vs. shear
rate.

FIG. 10: GPC Curves for preparation of the precursor to a
PAA star. Solid line PtBA M, =18,900 PDI=1.14; Dashed line
(PtBA)ystar with M, ., 112,600 PDI=1.36

FIG. 11: Viscosity of aqueous solution of (PSt-b-PAA) star

macromolecule and (PAA) star macromolecule vs. shear rate.

FIG. 12: Images demonstrating the emulsifying properties
of (PSt-b-PAA) star macromolecule.

FIG. 13: Synthesis of [(PSt-b-PtBA)/(PtBA)] star macro-
molecule using arm-first method.

FIG. 14: GPC curves for C,¢-PtBA arm star macromol-
ecule, Solid line C, ,-PtBA arm with M, =19,200 PDI=1.16;
dashed line (C, s-PtBA), star macromolecule M, =95.600
PDI=1.48.

FIG. 15. GPC curves for C,,-PtBA arm star macromol-
ecule, Solid Line C,,-PtBA M _=17,500 PDI=1.22; Dashed
line (C,,-PtBA),- M 113,900 PDI=1.53.

F o p

n,app

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

It must be noted that, as used 1n this specification, examples
and the appended claims, the singular forms ““a,” “and,” and
“the” 1include plural referents unless the context clearly dic-
tates otherwise. Thus, for example, reference to “a polymer”
may include more than one polymer. The term (co)polymer
indicates that the polymer or polymer segment can comprise

a homopolymer or a copolymer comprising two or more
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monomers distributed along the polymer backbone of poly-
mer segment 1n a random, statistical, alternating or gradient
fashion.

Unless otherwise indicated, all numbers expressing quan-
tities of ingredients, time, temperatures, and so forth used in
the present specification and claims are to be understood as
being modified 1n all instances by the term “about.” Accord-
ingly, unless indicated to the contrary, the numerical param-
cters set forth 1n the following specification and claims are
approximations that may vary depending upon the desired
properties sought to be obtained by the present invention. At
the very least, and not as an attempt to limit the application of
the doctrine of equivalents to the scope of the claims, each
numerical parameter should at least be construed in light of
the number of reported significant digits and by applying

ordinary rounding techniques.

Notwithstanding that the numerical ranges and parameters
setting forth the broad scope of the mnvention are approxima-
tions, the numerical values set forth 1n the specific examples
are reported as precisely as possible. Any numerical value,
however, may i1nherently contain certain errors necessarily
resulting from the standard deviation found in their respective
testing measurements.

It 1s to be understood that this invention 1s not limited to
specific compositions, components or process steps disclosed
herein, as such may vary. It 1s also to be understood that the
terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describing
particular embodiments only, and 1s not intended to be limit-
ing.

Any numerical range recited herein 1s intended to include
all sub-ranges subsumed therein.

Structure of the Polymer Composition

The polymer composition of the invention comprises a
multi-arm star macromolecule which 1s shown schematically
in FIG. 1
In one embodiment, the arms 1n a star macromolecule are
comprised of two or more (co)polymer segments selected to
modily the rheology of the reference liquid of interest. The
star macromolecule structure 1s represented by the following
tormula [F-(M1),,-(M2),,],-C wherein

1. [F-(M1),,-(M2) ] represents an arm comprised of a
segmented (co)polymer chain wherein each (co)poly-
mer segment,

1. (M1),,- and (M2),,- are compositionally distinct adja-
cent (co)polymer segments where each segment 1s com-
prised of one or more monomers with homo, random,
gradient or block (co)polymer structure and where pl
and p2 represent the degree of polymerization of each
copolymer segment,

111. F- represents an optionally functional group or mixture
of functional groups present on the arm chain-end,

1v. (M1),, 1s not soluble or not tully soluble in the reference
liquid of interest,

v. (M2),, 1s soluble or mostly soluble in the reference
liquid of interest,

vi. and C represents the crosslinked core of the star mac-
romolecule which 1s comprised of crosslinker (Mx),
crosslinker (Mx) and monomer (My), crosslinker (Mx)
and (M2), or a mixture of (Mx), (My) and (M2), and

vil. n represents the average number of arms covalently
attached to the core of the star macromolecule.

In another embodiment, the star macromolecule struc-
ture can be represented by the following formula, [F-(M1),, -
(M2) ,],,-C-[(M3) 5-F],, wherein

1. [F-(M1),,-(M2),,] represents an arm comprised ot a
segmented (co)polymer chain,
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1. (M1),,- and (M2) ,- are compositionally distinct adja-
cent (co)polymer segments where each segment 1s com-
prised of one or more monomers with homo, random,
gradient or block (co)polymer structure and where pl
and p2 represent the degree of polymerization of each
copolymer segment,

111. F- represents an optionally functional group or mixture
of functional groups present on the arm chain-end,

1v. (M1),, 1s not soluble or not fully soluble in the reference
liquid of interest,

v. (M2)_, 1s soluble or mostly soluble in the reterence
liquid of interest,

v1. and C represents the crosslinked core of the star mac-
romolecule which 1s comprised of crosslinker (Mx),
crosslinker (Mx) and monomer (My), crosslinker (Mx)
and (M2), or a mixture of (Mx), (My) and (M2), and

vil. n represents the average number of arms covalently
attached to the core of the star macromolecule.

viil. (M3) 5 1s a (co)polymer segment which 1s comprised
of one or more monomers with homo, random, gradient
or block (co)polymer structure with a degree of poly-
merization p3 and

1x. m 1s the number of (M3) ; (co)polymer arms covalently
attached to the core,

X. (M3),; 1s soluble or mostly soluble in the reterence
liquid of interest and

x1. M2 and M3 can be comprised of the same or different
(Co)monomers.

In a further embodiment, polymer composition comprises
star macromolecules in which the structure of a star
can be represented by the following formula, [F-(M1),,],-C-
[(M3),5-F],, wherein

1. [F-(M1),,-(M2),] represents an arm comprised of a
segmented (co)polymer chain,

11. (M1) - 1s a (co)polymer segment where each segment 1s
comprised of one or more monomers with homo, ran-
dom, gradient or block (co)polymer structure with a
degree of polymerization pl,

111. F- represents an optionally functional group or mixture
of functional groups present on the arm chain-end,

1v. (M1),, 1s not soluble ornot fully soluble in the reference
liquid of interest,

v. C represents the crosslinked core of the star macromol-
ecule which 1s comprised of crosslinker (Mx),
crosslinker (Mx) and monomer (My), crosslinker (Mx)
and (M2), or a mixture of (Mx), (My) and (M2), and

vi. (M3) 5 1s a (co)polymer segment which 1s comprised of
one or more monomers with homo, random, gradient or
block (co)polymer structure with a degree of polymer-
1zation p3 and

vil. (M3) 5 1s soluble or mostly soluble in the reference
liguid of interest and

viil. m 18 the number of (M3),; (co)polymer arms
covalently attached to the core, and

1X. s 1s the average number of (M1),, (co)polymer arms
covalently attached to the core.

In the polymer composition, the number of arms on any
particular star varies across the population of star macromol-
ecules 1n each composition, due to the synthetic process used
for the synthesis of the composition. This process 1s called
“arm first” method and 1s described 1n details herein below.
Due to vanation in the number of arms 1n star macromol-
ecules, the number of arms n, m and s are referred as an
average number of arms.

Star macromolecules with a single peak in the GPC curve
with a polydispersity index (PDI) above 1.0 and below 2.5 1s
preferred.
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As used herein, the term “reference liquid of interest”
means the liquid to which the polymer composition will be
added. Suitable examples of reference liquids include, but are
not limited to, water, o1l or mixture thereol or water with
additives which include but are not limited to; surfactants,
oils, fats and waxes, emulsifiers, silicone compounds, UV
protectors, antioxidants, various water soluble substances,
biogenic agents, deodorants, odor absorbers, antiperspirants,
and germ and enzyme inhibitors. Such agents are disclosed 1n
U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,663,855 and 7,318,929 and are herein incor-
porated by reference to provide definitions for those terms.

The arms of the star can possess the same composition or
be different (e.g. star macromolecule with formula (1) vs. (2)
or (3), these star are shown 1n FIG. 1). The difference can be
in composition or molecular weight or both (e.g. different
monomer units M1, M2, M3 and/or different degree of poly-
merization pl, p2, p3).

Term “(co)polymer” 1s defined as a polymer derived from
two (or more) monomeric species (monomer units)

More preferred specific monomer units as a building
blocks of M1, M2, M3 and My include those selected from
protected and unprotected acrylic acid, methacrylic acid,
cthacrylic acid, methyl acrylate, ethyl acrylate, .alpha.-butyl
acrylate, 1so-butyl acrylate, t-butyl acrylate, 2-ethylhexyl
acrylate, decyl acrylate, octyl acrylate, methyl methacrylate,
ethyl methacrylate, n-butyl methacrylate, 1so-butyl meth-
acrylate, t-butyl methacrylate, 2-ethylhexyl methacrylate,
decyl methacrylate, methyl ethacrylate, ethyl ethacrylate,
n-butyl ethacrylate, 1so-butyl ethacrylate, t-butyl ethacrylate,
2-ethylhexyl ethacrylate, decyl ethacrylate, 2,3-dihydrox-
ypropyl acrylate, 2,3-dihydroxypropyl methacrylate, 2-hy-
droxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydroxypropyl acrylate, hydroxypro-
pyl methacrylate, glyceryl monoacrylate, glyceryl
monoethacrylate, glycidyl methacrylate, glycidyl acrylate,
acrylamide, methacrylamide, ethacrylamide, N-methyl acry-
lamide, N,N-dimethyl acrylamide, N,N-dimethy]l methacry-
lamide, N-ethyl acrylamide, N-1sopropyl acrylamide, N-bu-
tyl acrylamide, N-t-butyl acrylamide, N,N-di-n-butyl
acrylamide, N,N-diethylacrylamide, N-octyl acrylamide,
N-octadecyl acrylamide, N,N-diethylacrylamide, N-phenyl
acrylamide, N-methyl methacrylamide, N-ethyl methacryla-
mide, N-dodecyl methacrylamide, N,N-dimethylaminoethyl
acrylamide, quaternised N,N-dimethylaminoethyl acryla-
mide, N,N-dimethylaminoethyl methacrylamide, quater-
nised N,N-dimethylaminoethyl methacrylamide, N,N-dim-
cthylaminoethyl acrylate, N,N-dimethylaminoethyl
methacrylate, quaternised N,N-dimethyl-aminoethyl acry-
late, quatermised N,N-dimethylaminoethyl methacrylate,
2-hydroxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, 2-hy-
droxyethyl ethacrylate, glyceryl acrylate, 2-methoxyethyl
acrylate, 2-methoxyethyl methacrylate, 2-methoxyethyl
cthacrylate, 2-ethoxyethyl acrylate, 2-ethoxyethyl methacry-
late, 2-ethoxyethyl ethacrylate, maleic acid, maleic anhy-
dride and its half esters, fumaric acid, 1taconic acid, itaconic
anhydride and 1ts half esters, crotonic acid, angelic acid,
diallyldimethyl ammonium chlonde, vinyl pyrrolidone vinyl
imidazole, methyl vinyl ether, methyl vinyl ketone, maleim-
1ide, vinyl pyridine, vinyl pyridine-N-oxide, vinyl furan, sty-
rene sulphonic acid and 1ts salts, allyl alcohol, allyl citrate,
allyl tartrate, vinyl acetate, vinyl alcohol, vinyl caprolactam,
vinyl acetamide, vinyl formamide and mixtures thereof.

Even more preferred monomer units as a building parts of
M1, M2, M3 and My are those selected from methyl acrylate,
methyl methacrylate, methyl ethacrylate, ethyl acrylate, ethyl
methacrylate, ethyl ethacrylate, n-butyl acrylate, .n-butyl
methacrylate, n-butyl ethacrylate, 2-ethylhexyl acrylate,
2-ethylhexyl methacrylate, 2-ethylhexyl ethacrylate, N-octyl
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acrylamide, 2-methoxyethyl acrylate, 2-hydroxyethyl acry-
late, N,N-dimethylaminoethyl acrylate, N,N-dimethylami-
noethyl methacrylate, acrylic acid, methacrylic acid, N-t-

butylacrylamide, N-sec-butylacrylamide, IN,N-
dimethylacrylamide, N,N-dibutylacrylamide, N,N-
dihydroxyethyllacrylamide 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate,

2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, benzyl acrylate, 4-butoxycar-
bonylphenyl acrylate, butyl acrylate, 4-cyanobutyl acrylate,
cyclohexyl acrylate, dodecyl acrylate, 2-ethylhexyl acrylate,
heptyl acrylate, 1so-butyl acrylate, 3-methoxybutyl acrylate,
3-methoxypropyl acrylate, methyl acrylate, N-butyl acryla-
mide, N,N-dibutyl acrylamide, ethyl acrylate, methoxyethyl
acrylate, hydroxyethyl acrylate, diethyleneglycolethyl acry-
late, styrene (optionally substituted with one or more C.sub.1 -
C.sub.12 straight or branched chain alkyl groups), alpha-
methylstyrene, t-butylstyrene, p-methylstyrene, and mixtures
thereof.

All monomer units within the arms are connected with
C—C covalent bonds. This makes them hard to degrade so
that the star macromolecule can perform as efficient thicken-
ing agent 1n a harsh environment (very high/low pH or 1n the
presence of strong oxidizing agents).

“C” represents the crosslinked core of the star macromol-
ecule which 1s comprised of crosslinker (Mx), crosslinker
(Mx) and monomer (My), crosslinker (Mx) and (M2), or a
mixture of (Mx), (My) and (M2).

Suitable crosslinkers (Mx) encompass all of the com-
pounds which are capable, under the polymerization condi-
tions, of bringing about crosslinking. These include but are
not limited di-, tri-, tetra-functional (meth)acrylates, di-, tri-
and tetra-functional styrenes and other multi- or poly-func-
tional crosslinkers.

Some examples of the crosslinking agents may include but
are not limited to 1,2-divinylbenzene, 1,3-divinylbenzene
and 1,4-divinylbenzene, 1,2-ethanediol di(meth)acrylate,
1,3-propanediol di(meth)acrylate, 1,4 butanediol di(meth)
acrylate, 1,5-hexanediol di(meth)acrylate, divinylbenzene,
cthyleneglycol di(meth)acrylate, propyleneglycol di(meth)
acrylate, butyleneglycol di(meth)acrylate, triethyleneglycol
di(meth)acrylate, polyethyleneglycol di(meth)acrylate,
polypropyleneglycol di(meth)acrylate, polybutyleneglycol
di(meth)acrylate, and allyl(meth)acrylate, glycerol di(meth)
acrylate, trimethylolpropane tri{imeth)acrylate, pentaerythri-
tol tetra(meth)acrylate, allyl methacrylate, allyl acrylate.

The terms ‘soluble’, ‘mostly soluble’, ‘not fully soluble’,
and ‘not soluble’ are used to describe the extent which a
composition which 1s capable of being dissolved 1n a refer-
ence liquid of interest.

The term ‘soluble’ 1s used to describe the composition of
interest which dissolves completely 1n the reference liquid of
interest. The term ‘mostly soluble’ 1s used to describe a com-
position which 1s capable dissolves completely with excep-
tion of a slight cloudiness 1n the reference liquid of interest.
The term ‘not fully soluble’ 1s used to describe a composition
which disperses with a cloudiness 1n the reference liquid of
interest. The term ‘not soluble’ 1s used to describe a compo-
sition which does not disperse and remains as a solid 1n the
reference liquid of interest. A list of solvents and non-solvent
for polymers can be found in “Polymer Handbook, 47 Ed.”
edited by Brandrup J.; Immergut, Edmund H.; Grulke, Eric
A.; Abe, Akihiro; Bloch, Daniel R., John Wiley & Sons: 2005.
One skilled 1n the art 1s able to make a visual determination of
the solubility or lack of solubility of the monomers chosen to
conifer this property on the star macromolecules.

Multi-arm stars macromolecules are the preferred topol-
ogy for the present invention as they can adopt a globular
shape wherein the inner segment, (M2),, of each arm
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covalently attached to the core, can chain extend 1n a selected
solvent to attain a highly swollen stable structure. The dis-
persant medium can be water, o1l or mixture thereof. The
degree of polymerization p2 of the segment (M2), should be
higher than that of pl of segment (M1) to attain a highly
swollen stable structure. A star macromolecule with p2>(3x
pl) 1s more preferred.

In one embodiment of the mnvention 1n a star macromol-
ecule described with formula (2) and shown in FIG. 1B,
comprising a fraction of segmented (co)polymer arms [F-
(M1),,-(M2),,], the average number ot arms, n, should be
greater than two per star, preferentially greater than three, and
can comprise a mole fraction between 0.5 and 100% of the
arms 1n the average star macromolecule. The ratio ofntom 1s
more preferably between 100 and 0.1.

In one embodiment of the mvention 1n a star macromol-
ecule described with formula (3) and shown 1n FIG. 1C com-
prising a fraction of arms [F-(M1),, | the average number of
arms, 0, should be greater than two per star, preferentially
greater than three, and can comprise a mole fraction between
0.5 and 100% of the arms 1n the average star macromolecule.
The ratio of o to m 1s more preferably between 100 and O.1.

The present invention can be exemplified by a multi-arm
star macromolecule wherein the average number of arms 1n
the star macromolecule 1s between 5 and 300, preferentially
between 10 and 250.

In one embodiment of the mvention the star macromol-
ecule has a core which contains additional functionality and/
or expanded free volume. ‘Expended free volume’ of the core
1s defined as the core with lower crosslink density. The free
volume in the core 1s generated when during the crosslinking
process crosslinker Mx with monomer M2 or My 1s used. IT
M2 or My are monomers with functional groups, these groups
will be incorporated in the core.

In one embodiment of the ivention the star macromol-
ecule may store and release 1n controlled rate the small mol-
ecules. ‘Small molecules’ are fragrances, UV absorbers, vita-
mins, minerals, dyes, pigments, solvents, surfactants, metal
ions, salts, o1ls, or drugs. These small molecules can be stored
inside the core of the star macromolecule and next released.
Each small molecule has some affinity to the core, 1s soluble
in the core environment. Higher aifinity of the small molecule
to the core will result 1n the lower rate of release from star
macromolecule. The affinity may be increased or decreased
through non-covalent forces including H-bonding, electro-
static, hydrophobic, coordination and metal chelating inter-
actions.

In one embodiment of the invention the star macromol-
ecule displays shear thinning behavior. ‘Shear thinning’ i1s
defined as 1s an effect where viscosity decreases with increas-
ing rate of shear stress. The extent of shear thinning behavior
1s characterized using a Brookiield-type viscometer where
viscosities are measured under different shear rates.

In one embodiment of the mvention the star macromol-
ecule comprises a functional group which exhibits H-bond-
ing, coordination, hydrophobic, metal chelating and/or elec-
trostatic forces. “F” represents an optionally functional group
or mixture of functional groups present on the arm chain-end.
Functional groups (F) encompass all of the compounds
capable of interacting through non-covalent forces including
H-bonding, electrostatic, hydrophobic, coordination and
metal chelating.

Some examples of F end groups capable of H-bonding
include but are not limited to modified bases adenine, thym-
ine, guanine, cytosine, or derivatives thereot, peptides etc.
Some examples of endgroups capable of electrostatic inter-
actions include but are not limited to carboxylate, phosphate,
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sulfonate, secondary-, tertiary- and quaternary-amines. Some
examples of endgroups capable of hydrophobic interactions
include but are not limited to C1-C30 aliphatic groups, benzyl
and aliphatic benzyl groups, saturated and unsaturated hydro-
phobes. Some examples of endgroups capable of coordina-
tion interactions include but are not limited to metal 1ons
and/or metal 1on ligands. Some examples of endgroups
capable of metal chelating interactions include derivatives of
diethylenetriamine-N,N,N',N'.N"-pentaacetic acid (DTA),
cthylenedinitrilotetraacetic acid (EDTA), or nitrilotriacetic
acid (NTA).

In one embodiment of the invention the star macromol-
ecule comprises a functional group F which 1s designed to
interact with small molecule surfactant micelles. ‘Interacts
with’ 1s defined as any intermolecular force between two
molecules. These intermolecular forces 1include electrostatic,
hydrogen bonding, hydrophobic, steric, dipole-dipole, p1-pi,
or other intermolecular forces.

Surfactants represent a class of molecules with a hydro-
phobic tail and a hydrophilic head. Some examples of surfac-
tants include but are not limited to linear alkylbenzene-
sulfonate salts (LLAS), alkyl ether sulfate salts (AEOS),
alkylpolyglycosides (APG), alcohol ethoxylates, fatty acid
glucoamides, betaines, alpha-olefinsulfonate salts, polysor-
bates, PEGs, alkylphenol ethoxylates, esterquats, 1midizo-
lium salts, diamido quaternary ammonium salts, etc.

In one embodiment of the invention the star macromol-
ecule arms comprise a (co)polymer segment that exhibits an
upper, or higher, critical solution temperature (UCST or
HCST) whereby the star macromolecule 1s soluble 1n a liquid
at higher temperature, say above 44° C., then at the lower use
temperature the outer shell polymer segments become
insoluble and self assemble to form a shear sensitive gel or 1n
another embodiment the mvention the outer shell of the star
macromolecule arms comprise a (co)polymer segment that
exhibits a lower critical solution temperature (LCST), say 5°
C., whereby the star macromolecule 1s soluble 1n a liquid at
lower temperature then at the use temperature the outer shell
polymer segments become insoluble and self assemble to
form a shear sensitive gel. In the case of a LCST 1t 1s envi-
sioned that a copolymer segment with an LCST below 10° C.,
preferable below 5° C. would be optimal. A non-limiting
example would be a copolymerization of BuMA and
DMAEMA and preparation of copolymers with designed
LCST. A copolymer with 10% BuMA has a LCST close to 0°
C. and one would use less BuMA or a less hydrophobic
monomer such as MMA to increase the LCST to ~5° C.
Indeed the Tg of the segment of the star can be selected to
allow dissolution of the star in room temperature aqueous
media.

In one embodiment of the mvention a star macromolecule
turther comprise a personal care and cosmetics formulation
and/or product. Personal care and cosmetic products include
but are not limited to a shampoo, conditioner, hair lotion,
tonic, hair spray, hair mousse, hair gel, hair dyes, moisturizer,
suntan lotion, color cosmetic, body lotion, hand cream, baby
skin-care product, facial cream, lipstick, mascara, blush, eye-
liner, baby shampoo, baby moisturizer, baby lotion, shower
gel, soap, shaving product, deodorant, bath cream, body
wash, serum, cream, solid, gel, lubricant, gelly, balm, tooth
paste, whitening gel, disposable towel, disposable wipe or
oimtment.

In one embodiment of the mvention a star macromolecule
turther comprise a home care formulation and/or product.
Home care products include but are not limited to a surface
cleaner, window cleaner, laundry detergent, toilet cleaner,
tabric cleaner, fabric softener, dish detergent, cleaming stick,
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stain stick, spray cleaners, sprayable formulations, lubricant,
disposable towel or disposable wipe.

The polymer chains that comprise the arms are preferably
provided with a molecular mass of greater than or equal to
500 which can range up to 2,000,000. This numbers corre-
spond to pl, p2, p3 1n the range of 5 up to 20,000 preferably
in the range of 8 to 2,000.

In one example, the star macromolecules comprising seg-
mented copolymers arms are directed at use in aqueous
media. The stars comprise a crosslinked core, and arms com-
prising ot water soluble copolymer (M2) ,, and a hydrophobic
(co)polymer (M1),,. Theretore in a in a non-limiting example
the stars comprise a crosslinked core, and arms comprising an
water soluble (co)polymer (e.g. poly(acrylic acid), poly(2-
hydroxvyethyl acrylate), poly(N-1sopropylacrylamide), poly
(ethylene glycol) methacrylate, quaternized poly(dimethy-
laminoethyl methacrylate), etc.) and a hydrophobic (co)
polymer (e.g. polystyrene or substituted polystyrenes, poly
(alkyl(meth)acrylate), etc.) or a hydrocarbon based segment.
Suitable hydrocarbon based segments can comprise low
molecular weight a-olefin. Lower molecular weight a-ole-
fins are commercially available and higher molecular weight
species can be prepared by telomerization of ethylene or
cthylene propylene mixtures. [Kaneyoshi, H.; Inoue, Y.;
Matyjaszewski, K. Macromolecules 2005, 38, 5425-5435 ]

The polymer compositions of the invention can self
assemble 1n solution to provide a certain level of control over
viscosity and consistency factors in many aqueous and oil
based systems where control over the rheology 1s a concern.
Applications include; water- and solvent-based coating com-
positions, paints, inks, antifoaming agents, antifreeze sub-
stances, corrosion inhibitors, detergents, oil-well drilling-
fluid rheology modifiers, additives to improve water flooding
during enhanced o1l recovery, dental impression materials,
cosmetic and personal care applications including hair styl-
ing, hair conditioners, shampoos, bath preparations, cosmetic
creams, gels, lotions, omtments, deodorants, powders, skin
cleansers, skin conditioners, skin emollients, skin moisturiz-
ers, skin wipes, sunscreens, shaving preparations, and fabric
solteners, with the rheology modifier providing characteris-
tics of high gel strength, highly shear thinning characteristics,
forms versatile low viscosity soluble concentrations, and syn-
ergistic interactions with added agents to adjust their rheol-
ogy profile to optimize properties such as sedimentation, flow
and leveling, sagging, spattering, etc.

One non-limiting field of applications that can exemplify
the utility of the disclosed star macromolecules 1s cosmetic
and personal care compositions such as hair styling sprays,
mousses, gels and shampoos, frequently contain resins, gums
and adhesive polymers to provide a variety of benefits, for
example, film-forming ability, thickening, sensory properties
and hair shaping and setting. Polymers designed for rheologi-
cal control, as thickening agents, in such compositions gen-
erally focus on linear or graft copolymers which contain
various monomers 1n an alternating, random or block con-
figuration.

Synthesis of the Rheology Modifier

Although any conventional method can be used for the
synthesis of the multi-arm star macromolecules of the inven-
tion, free radical polymerization is the preferred and living/
controlled radical polymerization (CRP) 1s the most preferred
pProcess.

CRP has emerged during the past decade as one of the most
robust and powerful techniques for polymer synthesis, as it
combines some of the desirable attributes of conventional
free radical polymerization (e.g., the ability to polymerize a
wide range of monomers, tolerance of various functionality in
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monomer and solvent, compatibility with simple industrially
viable reaction conditions) with the advantages of living 1onic
polymerization techniques (e.g., preparation of low polydis-
persity index (PDI=M_/M ) polymer and chain-end func-
tionalized homo- and block (co)polymers). The basic concept
behind the various CRP procedures is the reversible activa-
tion of a dormant species to form the propagating radical. A
dynamic and rapid equilibrium between the dormant and the
active species minimizes the probability of bimolecular radi-
cal termination reactions and provides an equal opportunity
for propagation to all polymer (or dormant) chains.

CRP procedures can be classified into three main groups
based on the mechanism of reversible activation: (a) stable
free radical polymerization (SFRP, Scheme 1a), (b) degen-
erative chain transfer polymerization (DT, Scheme 1b), and
(c) atom transfer radical polymerization (ATRP, Scheme 1c).

Scheme 1. Three main groups of controlled radical polymerization based
on the mechanism of reversible activation: (a) stable free radical

polymerization (SFRP), (b) degenerative chain transfer polymerization
(D1), and (c¢) atom transfer radical polymerization (ATRP).

(a) Stable free radical polymerizatin (SFRP)

(b) Degenerative chain transfer polymerization (D)

kp [nitiator kp
(m) o ()
X
P,—X + P, — — P + P,—X
“ kﬂx ~
K> ks,
N N

(c) Atom transfer radical polymerization (ATRP)

Ky
o ()

P,—X + Cu()—X/L = — -+ Cu(Ih—X,/L
i) »
k™.
N

As shown 1n Scheme 1 various capping agents, X, are used
tfor the different CRP procedures and they are summarized in
Scheme 2. They include stable nitroxides (Scheme 2a), tran-
sition metal complexes (Scheme 2b), halides with transition
metal catalysts (Scheme 2c¢), 10dine with catalysts (Scheme
2d), sultur compounds (Scheme 2¢), 10dine (Scheme 21), and
organometal compounds (Scheme 2g).

Scheme 2. Examples of capping agent X,
(a) Nitroxides (NMP)

(TEMPO) etc.

(b) Transition metal complexes

DHI etc.

X —
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-continued
(c) Halides with transition metals (ATRP)

X = Br,Cl,I + Metal (Cu, Fe, Ru, etc.)
(d) Iodide with catalysts (RCTP)

X = I + Ge, Sn, etc.
(e) Dithioester, dithiocarbamate, and xanthate (RAFT)

X = —S(‘3=S
7
(Z = Ph, CHs, NEt,, OFt, etc.)
(f) Iodine (ITP)
X = I

(g) Tellurium, stibine, and bismuth compounds

(TERP, SBRP, and BIRP)

X= —RR

(R =Te, Sb, or Bi, R' = CHj, etc.)

Star polymers are nano-scale materials with a globular
shape. As illustrated 1n F1G. 1, stars formed by the “arm first”
procedure, discussed 1n detail below, can have a crosslinked
core and can optionally possess multiple segmented arms of
similar composition. Stars can be designed as homo-arm stars
or mikto-arm stars. FIG. 1A represents a homo-arm star with
block copolymer arms. Mikto-arm stars have arms with dii-
ferent composition or different molecular weight; FIGS. 1B
and 1C. Both homo-arm stars and mikto-arm stars can option-
ally possess a high-density of peripheral functionality.

Synthesis of star polymers of the invention can be accom-
plished by “living” polymerization techniques via one of
three strategies: 1) core-first” which 1s accomplished by
growing arms from a multifunctional initiator; 2) “coupling-
onto” ivolving attaching preformed arms onto a multifunc-
tional core and the 3) arm-first” method which mnvolves cross-
linking preformed linear arm precursors using a divinyl
compound

While all above controlled polymerization procedures are
suitable for preparation of the disclosed self assembling star
macromolecules the present disclosure will exemplity the
preparation of the self assembling multi-arm stars with nar-
row MWD, in contrast to prior art using AT RP. The reason for

the use of the Controlled Radical Polymerization process
(CRP) known as ATRP; disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,763,

546;5,807,937,5,789,487,5,945,491, 6,111,022, 6,121,371;
6,124,411: 6,162,882: and U.S. patent application Ser. Nos.
09/034,187; 09/018,554; 09/359,359; 09/359,591; 09/369,
157:09/126,768 and 09/534,827, and discussed 1in numerous
publications listed elsewhere with Matyjaszewski as co-au-
thor, which are hereby incorporated into this application, 1s
that convenient procedures were described for the preparation
of polymers displaying control over the polymer molecular
weilght, molecular weight distribution, composition, architec-
ture, functionality and the preparation of molecular compos-
ites and tethered polymeric structures comprising radically
(co)polymerizable monomers, and the preparation of control-

lable macromolecular structures under mild reaction condi-
tions.

The present invention relates to the preparation and use of
multi-arm star macromolecules by an “arm first” approach,
discussed by Gao, H.; Matyjaszewski, K. JACS; 2007, 129,
11828. The paper and cited references therein are hereby
incorporated by reference to describe the fundamentals of the
synthetic procedure. The supplemental information available
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within the cited reference provides a procedure for calcula-
tion of the number of arms 1n the formed star macromolecule.

It 1s expected that biphasic systems such as a miniemulsion
or an ab 1n1t10 emulsion system would also be suitable for this
procedure since miniemulsion systems have been shown to
function as dispersed bulk reactors [Min, K.; Gao, H.; Maty-
jaszewski, K. Journal of the American Chemical Society
2005, 127,3825-3830] with the added advantage of minimiz-
ing core-core coupling reactions based on compartmentaliza-
tion considerations.

In one embodiment star macromolecules are prepared with
composition and molecular weight of each segment predeter-
mined to perform as rheology modifiers 1n aqueous based
solutions. The first formed segmented linear (co)polymer
chains are chain extended with a crosslinker forming a
crosslinked core.

In another embodiment a simple industrially scalable pro-
cess for the preparation of star macromolecules 1s provided
wherein the arms comprise segments selected to induce self
assembly and wherein the self assemblable star macromol-
ecules are suitable for use as rheology control agents 1n water-
borne and solvent-borne coatings, adhesives, cosmetics and
personal care compositions.

The invention 1s not limited to the specific compositions,
components or process steps disclosed herein as such may
vary.

It 1s also to be understood that the terminology used herein
1s only for the purpose of describing the particular embodi-
ments and 1s not intended to be limiting.

The procedure for the preparation of star macromolecules
may be exemplified by (co)polymerization of linear macro-
molecules, including macroinitiators (MI) and macromono-
mers (MMs), with a multi-vinyl cross-linker, a divinyl
crosslinker 1s employed 1n the exemplary examples disclosed
herein, to form a core of the star. The tormation of the core of
the star can also be formed through a copolymerization reac-
tion wherein a monovinyl monomer 1s added to expand the
free volume of the core to allow incorporation of additional
arms 1nto the congested core forming environment or to pro-
vide sullicient free volume within the core of the star to
encapsulate functional small molecules. A molecule that
functions as an 1nitiator and a monomer, an inimer, can also be
employed 1n the preparation of the core of the star macromol-
ecule. When added to the reaction it functions to form a three
arm branch 1n the core of the molecule and hence acts 1n a
manner similar to the added monomer to increase the free
volume within the star core.

The volume fraction of the core of the star can be controlled
by appropriate selection of the crosslinker molecule or by
conducting a copolymerization between the crosslinker and a
vinyl monomer or an mnimer. The composition of the core can
be selected to provide an environment to encapsulate small
molecules, such as fragrances, and control the rate of diffu-
s1on of the fragrance from the self assembled thickening agent
aiter deposition on a part of the human body.

The core of the star polymers may contain additional func-
tionality. This additional functionality can be of direct utility
in certain applications or can be employed to tether or encap-
sulate further functional materials such as fragrances, stimuli
responsive molecules or bio-responsive molecules to the core
of the star by chemical or physical interactions.

The star macromolecules can be prepared 1n dilute solution
when reaction conditions and crosslinker are chosen to avoid
or reduce star-star coupling reactions.

The synthesis of multi-arm star polymers where the periph-
ery of the star polymers contains additional functionality 1s
possible. This functionality can be introduced by use of an
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initiator comprising the desired a-functionality 1n the residue
of the low molecular weight initiator remaining at the a-chain
end of each arm.

The present invention can be exemplified by the prepara-
tion of a multi-arm star macromolecule wherein the number
of arms 1n the star macromolecule 1s between 5 and 500,
preferentially between 10 and 250, with segments selected to
induce self assembly when the star macromolecule 1s dis-
persed 1n a ligumid wherein the self assemblable star macro-
molecules are suitable for use as thickening agents or rheol-
ogy modifiers 1n cosmetic and personal care compositions at
low concentrations of the solid 1n the thickened solution,
preferably less than 5 wt %, and optimally less than 1 wt %.
The dispersion medium can comprise aqueous based systems
or o1l based systems.

The structure of an exemplary new thickening agent, or
rheology modifier, 1s a multiarm segmented star macromol-
ecule wherein the core 1s prepared by controlled radical poly-
merization using an arm-first method. Scheme 3 provides a
simple four step procedure that can be employed for prepa-
ration of an 1nitial non-limiting exemplitying case the proce-
dure 1s an atom transier radical polymerization arm first mac-
romitiator method. In this approach the precursor of the
arm(s) comprise a linear copolymer chain with a single ter-
minal activatable group, as will be understood by one skilled
in the art, having this disclosure as a guide, the activatable arm
precursor will have a co-terminal functionality that under the
conditions of the polymerization procedure can reversibly
generate a radical. Scheme 3 illustrates the concept by
sequential polymerization of styrene and tBA. These mono-
mers are purely exemplary monomers and should not limit the
applicability of the procedure 1n any manner since other
monomers of similar phylicity can be employed. In Scheme 3
the polystyrene segment can be considered the outer shell of
the star and the final poly(acrylic acid) segments the inner
water soluble shell and the segment formed by chain extend-
ing the linear copolymer macroinitiators by reaction with the
divinylbenzene crosslinker the core of the star.

Scheme 3. Multistep synthesis of PSt-b-PAA block copolymer stars

ICAR ARGET ‘.SIMM’ controlled
ATRP ATRP Crosslinking
St - - -
PSt tBA PSt-b-PtBA DVB
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
% hydrolysis %&
-
Star Star
PSt-b-PtBA PSt-b-PAA
Step 4

Similar structures can also be prepared using the mac-
romonomer method or a combination of the macromonomer
and macroinitiator method in a controlled polymerization
process, or even through free radical copolymerization con-
ducted on macromonomers, as known to those skilled in the
art. [Gao, H.; Matyjaszewski, K. Chem.—FEur. J. 2009, 15,
6107-6111.]

Both the macromonomer and macroinitiator procedures
allow incorporation of polymer segments prepared by proce-
dures other than CRP [WO 98/01480] into the final star mac-
romolecule. Polymer segments can comprise segments that
are bio-degradable of are formed from monomers prepared
from biological sources.
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As noted above the first formed ATRP macroinitiator can
be prepared by conducting a sequential ATRP (co)polymer-
1ization ol hydrophobic and hydrophilic monomers or precur-
sors thereof or can be prepared by other polymerization pro-
cedures that provide a functional terminal atom or group that
can be converted into an ATRP mnitiator with a bifunctional
molecule wherein one functionality comprises a transierable
atom or group and the other functionality an atom or group
that can react with the functionality first present on the (co)
polymer prepared by anon-ATRP procedure. [WO 98/01480]

In aqueous solutions, the composition and molecular
weight of the outer shell of hydrophobes, or agents that par-
ticipate 1n molecular recognition, can be selected to 1induce
self-assembly 1nto aggregates and act as physical crosslink-
ers. Above a certain concentration, corresponding to the for-
mation of a reversible three dimensional network, the solu-
tions will behave as physical gels thereby modifying the
rheology of the solution.

The polymer compositions of the mvention have signifi-
cantly lower critical concentration for network (gel) forma-
tion compared to networks formed with block copolymers,
grait and stars with a low specific number of attached arms
due to:

multi-arm structure (many transient junctions possible

between hydrophobic parts of the stars)

very high molecular weight of each star (5 thousand to 5

million or higher) allows high swelling ratio of the mol-
ecules 1n solution

molecular organization on larger scales (1 um)

Whereas the examples above and below describe the
preparation and use of block copolymers as arms with a well
defined transition from one segment to the adjoiming segment
a segmented copolymer with a gradient 1n composition can
also be utilized. The presence of a gradient can be created by
addition of a second monomer prior to consumption of the
first monomer and will atfect the volume fraction of monomer
units present in the transition form one domain to another.
This would affect the shear responsiveness of the formed star
macromolecule.

Star macromolecules with narrow polydispersity compris-
ing arms with block copolymer segments can be formed with
as few as 3 arms by selecting appropriate concentration of
reagents, crosslinker and reaction temperature.

Star macromolecules can be prepared 1n a miniemulsion or
reverse miniemulsion polymerization system. The first
tormed block copolymers are used as reactive surfactants for

star synthesis by reaction with a selected crosslinker 1n mini-
emulsion.

EXAMPLES
Abbreviations
St, styrene
tBA, tertiary-butyl acrylate
AA acrylic acid

HEA hydroxyethyl acrylate

DMAEMA 2-(dimethylamino)ethyl methacrylate
PEGMA (polyethylene glycol) methacrylate
NIPAM N-1sopropylacrylamide

DEBMM, diethylbromomethymalonate

TPMA, tris(2-pyridylmethyl)amine

AIBN, azobisisobutyronitrile

Sn(EH), tin(I1I) 2-ethylhexanoate

DVB divinylbenzene
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TFA trifluoroacetic acid
THF tetrahydrofuran

NaOH sodium hydroxide
Synthesis, Purnification and Properties of Star Thickening
Agent.

The mitial examples of a star thickening agents with the
structure shown below 1n FIG. 1 as structure A, are star
macromolecules with PSt-b-PAA arms or PSt-b-P(HEA)

Arms.

Example 1
Preparation of a (PSt-b-PAA),- Star Macromolecule

The simple four step procedure was developed for the
preparation of a poly(acrylic acid) based star macromolecule
1s described 1n Scheme 3. 1 kg of the star macromolecule with
PSt-b-PtBA arms was prepared as follows.

STEP 1: Synthesis of a polystyrene macroinitiator using
ICAR ATRP. Thereaction conditions are St DEBMM/CuBr./
TPMA/AIBN=50/1/0.002/0.003/0.05 in bulk at T=60° C.,
t=10.2 h. The reaction was run to ~30% conversion resulting,
in the molecular weight of the hydrophobic, polystyrene seg-
ment=1600 which 1s equivalent to an average degree of poly-
merization (DP) of 16.

The GPC trace obtained for the macroinitiator 1s shown in
FIG. 2.

STEP 2: Synthesis of polystyrene-b-poly(t-butyl acrylate)
segmented block copolymer macroimtiator. The reaction
conditions for the synthesis of PSt-b-PtBA macroiitiator
arm are: tBA/PSt/CuBr,/TPMA/Sn(EH),=200/1/0.01/0.06/
0.008 1n anisole (0.5 volume eq. vs. tBA), T=55°C., t=18.0h.
A higher molecular weight precursor of the water soluble
segment was targeted to allow significant degree of swelling
of the mner shell of the final functional star macromolecule.
The final molecular weight of the poly(t-butyl acrylate) seg-
ment 1n the block copolymer was ~135,400 which 1s equivalent
to a DP=120. The GPC curves of the polystyrene macroini-
tiator and the formed block copolymer macroinitiator 1s
shown 1n FIG. 3 and clearly indicates that a clean chain
extension had occurred.

STEP 3: Synthesis of the (PSt-b-PtBA),. star macromol-
ecule.

A multi-arm star macromolecule was prepared by conduct-
ing a further chain extension reaction with the block copoly-
mer macroinitiator formed 1n step 2. The reaction was con-
ducted with a mole ratio of block copolymer to

divinylbenzene of 1:12 in anisole. The reaction conditions
are: DVB/PSt-b-PtBA/CuBr.,/TPMA/Sn(EH),=12/1/0.02/

0.06/0.1 1n anisole (38 volume eq. vs. DVB), T=80° C.,
t=21.0 h). The GPC curves and results of the star forming,
reaction are provided in FIG. 4. It can be seen that a multi-arm
star macromolecule with a crosslinked core was formed. The
GPC molecular weight of the star was 102,700 with a PDI
1.29, which would indicate an average of six arms but this 1s
an underestimate of the actual number of arms since the star
molecule 1s a compact molecule. Indeed 1n this situation the
number of arms 1n the star molecule 1s close to 30.

The number of arms can be modified by conducting the
core forming reaction with a different ratio of crosslinking
agent to arm precursor or by runmng the reaction with a
different concentration of reagents.

STEP 4: Deprotection of the (PSt-b-PtBA)x star macro-
molecule to (PSt-b-PAA)X star block copolymer to provide
water soluble poly(acrylic acid) segments 1n the multi-arm
star macromolecule. The PSt-b-PtBA arms of the star mac-
romolecule were transformed to PSt-b-PAA arms using a new
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procedure. Polymer was dissolved in methylene chloride and
tritfluoroacetic acid to deprotect tBu groups, the reaction was
performed at room temperature for 60.0 h. Then polymer was
decanted and washed 3 times with acetonitrile. Polymer was
then solubilized in THF and precipitated into acetonitrile. The
star macromolecule was dried in vacuum oven for 3 days at
50° C. The amount of polymer obtained after purification was

550 g, which would correspond to full conversion of PtBA to
PAA.

Example 2

Properties of (PSt-b-PAA) Star Macromolecule as a
Thickening Agent

The thickening properties of the final star macromolecule
were 1vestigated 1 aqueous solution. 100 mg of (PSt-b-
PAA) star macromolecule was dissolved in 0.5 ml of THF and
transierred to 10 ml of water. Solution was then neutralized
with 2 ml of basic water (with NaOH). After few minutes of
stirring gel was formed, see image 1n FIG. 5.

The rheological properties of the multi-arm star built with
a longer poly(acrylic acid (PAA) hydrophilic internal core
segment and a short hydrophobic polystyrene (PSt) periphe-
rial segment were then investigated. The viscosity of aqueous
solutions containing different concentrations of the star mac-
romolecule vs. shear rate were measured; using a Brookfield
LVDV-E, Spindle #31 (or #34, #235) at a T=25° C., and the
results are presented 1n FIG. 6. It 1s clear that even very low
concentrations of the star macromolecule 1 water (<0.6
weight %) the apparent viscosity of the sample 1s very high (in
the range of 50,000 to 100,000 centipoise (cP)).

In comparison, leading thickening agents on the market for
personal care products (e.g. natural nomionic vegetable
derived liquid thickener Crothix Liquid by CRODA or syn-
thetic acrylate based copolymer DOW CORNING RM 2051)
are used at the level of 2-5 weight % and only increase the
viscosity of a water based solution up to 5,000-20,000 cP.

FIG. 7 presences the viscosity of aqueous solution of a
(PSt-b-PAA) star macromolecule vs. concentration. The mea-
surement was conducted on a Brookfield LVDV-E with
spindle #31 (or #34, #25) at a temperature=25° C. and rate=1
RPM. It can be seen that for this particular star macromol-
ecule 0.3 weight % concentration of star macromolecule 1n
water 15 a minimum amount for gel formation and that higher
concentrations significantly increase the viscosity of the
resulting solution.

Tests indicated that the thickening agent provided formu-
lations that exhibited a lack of tackiness, a very pleasant feel
on the skin.

Example 3

Properties of (PSt-b-PAA) Star Macromolecule as
Thickening Agents 1n Harsh Environments

The thickening properties of the final star macromolecule
were 1nvestigated 1n aqueous solution 1n the presence of an
oxidizing agent and at high pH. FIG. 8 presents the viscosity
of an aqueous solution of (PSt-b-PAA) star macromolecule
and the viscosity of water/windex (1/1 v/v) solution of (PSt-
b-PAA) star macromolecule and FIG. 9 presents the results
obtained with Carbopol ED'T 2020 1n the same media. The pH
of the aqueous solution was 6-7 while for the water/ Windex
solution pH=9-10. (Measurement of viscosity was conducted
using a Brookfield LVDV-E, Spindle #31 (or #34, #25),

1=25° C.) It can be seen that viscosity of water/windex solu-
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tion 1s higher than that of water solution. The performance of
(PSt-b-PAA) star macromolecule as thickening agent 1s not
diminished in this harsh environment presented by the win-
dex/water solution with a pH=9-10 resulting from the pres-
ence of high amount of ammonia-D. In comparison, the thick-
ening properties of the leading thickener on the market,
Carbopol EDT 2020, were decreased 1n similar conditions
and FIG. 9 shows that the viscosity of water/windex solution
1s lower than that of pure aqueous solution.

It 1s envisioned that the poor performance of Carbopol vs.
(PSt-b-PAA) star macromolecule as thickeming agent 1in
water/ Windex solution 1s a consequence of the high amount
of ester bonds 1n its structure which can interact with the 1onic
species present 1 such harsh environment or can be even
degraded. On the other side (PSt-b-PAA) star macromolecule
has only C—C bonds, which make this thickening agent
stable 1n water/ Windex solution and overall thickening per-
formance 1s not decreased.

Example 4

Properties of (PSt-b-PAA) Star Macromolecule vs.
(PAA) Star Macromolecule as Thickening Agents

A (PAA) star macromolecule was synthesized in order to
compare 1ts properties to those determined for the (PSt-b-
PAA) star macromolecule. Synthesis of (PAA) star was per-
formed 1n similar way as for synthesis of (PSt-b-PAA) star
macromolecule but starting with pure PtBA arms.

The final (PAA) star had similar molecular weight, number
of arms and molecular weight distribution to the (PSt-b-PAA)
star macromolecule, FIG. 10. The only one difference
between two star macromolecules 1s the outer shell which
comprises of PSt with degree of polymerization 16 1n (PSt-
b-PAA) star macromolecule whereas this star macromolecule
posses pure PAA homo-polymeric arms. FIG. 11 presents the
viscosity of aqueous solutions of (PSt-b-PAA) star and (PAA)
star macromolecules. The measurement was conducted using
a Brookfield LVDV-E fitted with a #31 spindle at a tempera-
ture=25° C. and pH=7/. It can be seen that viscosity of star
macromolecule with a hydrophobic outer shell has very
strong thickening properties, where the pure (PAA) star has
low thickening effect on water.

Therefore one can conclude that in order to thicken aque-
ous based media the proposed multi-arm star macromol-
ecules have to have a blocky structure, with a hydrophilic
inner shell and a hydrophobic outer shell. Without wishing to
be limited by a proposed mechanism we believe these results
in aqueous media can be explained by the induced self-as-
sembly of the hydrophobic segments 1into aggregates, the
hydrophobes act as “junctions” between aggregates, and
above a certain concentration, a three-dimensional reversible
physical network 1s formed with a behavior similar to con-
ventional gels.

Example 5

(PSt-b-PAA) Star Macromolecule as Thickening and
Emulsifying Agent

Due to 1ts very well-defined structure, (PSt-b-PAA) multi-
arm star macromolecule may act not only as a thickening
agent but also as efficient emulsitying agent. F1G. 12 presents
images demonstrating the emulsitying properties of (PSt-b-
PAA) star macromolecule. First photograph shows mixture of
water with 2 volume % of pure lemon oi1l. After vigorous
mixing, water and o1l quickly separated into two phases. The

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

second photograph presents water with 2 volume % of lemon
o1l and 0.6 weight % of thickening agent. After vigorous
mixing, the phase separation did not occur and thicken prop-
erties did not decrease. Solutions were shaken for 1 min and
photographs were taken 2 h after mixing.

Its hydrophobic core (as well as hydrophobic outer shell)
may act as a storage place for small organic molecules (e.g.
vitamins, fragrances, sunblock agents, etc.). This provides for
the possibility for delivery of functional organic molecules,
¢.g. fragrance for slow release or UV absorbing molecules 1n
sunscreens to any part of the body in a pleasant feeling emul-
$101.

In order to provide an equivalent response for non-polar
media the phylicity of the inner and outer shells would have to
be reversed.

Example 6
Mikto-Arm Star Macromolecules

A multi-arm star macromolecule was synthesized. The
procedures for forming the arms PSt-b-PtBA and PtBA were
similar to that described 1n Example 1. Next, two different
arms were crosslinked together to form a star macromolecule.
Reaction conditions for core forming crosslinking reac-
tion: DVB/[PSt-b-PtBA/PIBA]/CuBr2/TPMA/Sn(EH)2=17/
1/0.02/0.06/0.2 1n anisole (38 volume eq. vs. DVB), (1667
ppm of Cu) T=95° C., t=53.0 h, PSt-b-PtBA/PtBA=1/4. Next,
PtBA was transiormed to PAA by deprotection with acid as
described in Step 4 1n Example 1.

FIG. 13 shows the GPC curves of the arms and the formed
mikto-arm star macromolecule before and after purification
by precipitation. Schematic 13B shows a representation of
such a mikto-arm star macromolecule.

Synthesis of stars with lower amounts of the outer PSt

block was successtully performed. Two stars were synthe-
sized, one with 50% and one with 20% of PSt-b-PAA arms

and 50% and 80% pure PAA arms (WJ-08-006-234 and
WI-06-235) by the procedures detailed above. Studies show
that these star macromolecules can be dispersed directly in
warm water. Thickening properties of these two new stars
were as good as first exemplary star with 100% of PSt-b-PAA
arms.

Stars with different outer hydrophobic shells can be pre-
pared. One example that provides an outer shell which exhib-
its a Tg below use temperature 1s a star prepared with a PnBA
outer shell.

Another approach which can reduce the cost of the prepar-
ing an outer hydrophobic shell 1s conversion of commercially

available a.-olefins to an ATRP initiator by reaction with a
halo-alky(meth)acrylylhalide.

Example 7
Stars with Different Hydrophobic Segments

One parameter which may significantly change viscosity
of thickening agent as well as its interaction with surfactant in
shampoo formulations 1s the type of hydrophobic unit capped
at the peripheral end of a fraction of the arms of the star
macromolecule. Two additional stars were synthesized in
order to compare to (PSt,.-PAA,,,)s (betore deprotection:

M =102,700 g/mol, PDI=1.29) star macromolecule.

n.app
These stars include:

A) C-PAA ) M,
B) C,-PAA ;) M

FL Pl

app— 25,600 g/mol, PDI=1.48,
=113,900 g/mol, PDI=1.53,
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Each star was prepared in three steps: Different crosslinking agents were investigated, including,
1) preparation of PtBA arm, DVB and in run 08-006-159 di(ethylene glycol) diacrylate
11) crosslinking arms 1nto star macromolecule, (DEGIyDA) and 1n run 08-006-161 DEGIlyDA with small
111) deprotection of tBu groups. All of the stars had rela- amount of HEA monomer. The reaction was not fully con-
tively low PDI with low amount of unreacted arms (<15 5 trolled when conversion of the added divinyl crosslinker was
wt %). driven to high conversion as a consequence of star-star core
A) A new PtBA macroinitiator was prepared from an initiator coupling reactions resulted 1n gel formation. However at
contaiming a linear C,, alkyl chain for preparation of the lower conversion of the crosslinker and under more dilute
(C,s-PAA, ,4)+ star. The synthesis of this arm precursor C - conditions star macromolecules were formed.
PtBA-Br was accomplished using ARGET ATRP of tBA 10  The disclosed star macromolecules can find utility 1n a
using C,. alkyl chain functionalized EB1B. The conditions spectrum of applications including, but not limited to; per-
and properties of synthesized polymer are shown in Table 1. sonal care: 1ncluding shampoos/conditioners, lotions,
TABLE 1

Experimental conditions and properties of PtBA prepared by ARGET ATRP.“

Molar ratios Cu Time Conv. \Y%

Entry tBA I  CuBr, L RA  [ppm] (min) (%) M, s’ M, src M,

08-006- 300 1  0.015 0.06 0.1 50 1380 47 18200 19700  1.19
160 TPMA

“I =Cyg-EBiB, L =Ligand, RA =reducing agent = Sn(EH),; [tBA],=4.67 M; T =60° C., in anisole (0.5 volume equivalent
VS, MONOIMET ),

me Heo = ([M]o/[C13-EB1B]) X conversion

25
This macroinitiator was than crosslinked using DVB 1nto a serums, creams, solids, gelly, cosmetics: including mascara,
star macromolecule. After deprotection of tBu groups by blush, lip stick, powders, perfumes and home care: including
stirring the reaction for 3 days 1n the presence of TFA result- cleaners for windows, household and work surfaces, toilet
ing 1n transformation to PAA units star was precipitated from areas, laundry, and in dish and dishwasher applications.

CH,CI,. The viscosity of resulting (C,s-PAA)X star and the 30
(C,,-PAA)X star can be compared to (PSt-b-PAA)xX 1n water

, What is claimed 1s:
and shampoo formulations.

1. A polymer composition comprising mikto star macro-
molecules, wherein each mikto star macromolecule com-
prises: a core and a plurality of ATRP arms, said plurality of

Example 8
35

Stars with an Inner P(HEA) Shell AIRP arms comprising:
a) at least one arm of the plurality of ATRP arms 1s a

P(HEA) star macromolecules that comprise water soluble hydrophilic homopolymeric ATRP arm, wherein the
non-ionizable hydrophilic segments selected to make the star homopolymeric ATRP arms ot the polymer composition
macromolecules compatible with solutions further compris- 40 have a polydispersity index of between 1.0 and 2.5; and
ing dissolved/dispersed salts that are additionally stable over b) at least one arm of the plurality of ATRP arms 1s a
a broad range of pH. copolymer ATRP arm, wherein the copolymer ATRP

The PSt-b-PHEA arm precursor was prepared using ICAR arms of the polymer composition have a polydispersity
ATRP. Conditions for the polymerizations and characteriza- index of between 1.0 and 2.5, and said copolymer ATRP
tion of the resulting polymer are shown 1n Table 2. Polymer- 45 arm comprises:
1zation was well controlled and well-defined block copoly- 1) a longer hydrophilic segment proximal to the core;
mer was prepared with relatively low (PDI=1.26 and 1.20). and
This 1s the first example of successiul ICAR ATRP for acry- 2) a shorter hydrophobic segment distal to the core;
late type monomer. PSt-b-PHEA arm precursor was purified wherein:
by precipitation into ethyl ether and dried under vacuum over 50 1) the homopolymeric ATRP arms are shorter than the
two days at 50° C. copolymer ATRP arms; and

TABLE 2
Experimental conditions and properties of PSt-b-PHEA prepared by ICAR
ATRPA
Molar ratios Cu Time Conv. M./

Entry HEA I CuBn L RA  [ppm] (mm) (%) M, o M, gpc M

M

08-006- 200 1 0.04 0.04 0.1 200 1200 63 16100 30400  1.26

155 TPMA
08-006- 300 1 0.05 0.05 0.05 167 1230 54 20300 42300 1.20
158 TPMA

“I =PSt(08-006-29, M,, = 1600 g/mol, PDI = 1.20), L = Ligand, RA =reducing agent = AIBN; [HEA]y =544 M; T=65°C,,
in DME (0.7 volume equivalent vs. monomer);

= (| M]y/[PSt]g) % conversion.

., theo
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11) the polymer composition behaves as a thickening agent
in an aqueous medium at concentration of less than 5
wt. %.

2. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein the ratio of
the hydrophilic homopolymeric ATRP arms to the copolymer
ATRP arms 1s 4:1.

3. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein the hydro-
philic segment comprises residues of: acrylic acid; 2-hy-
droxyethyl acrylate; N-1sopropylacrylamide; poly(ethylene
glycol) methacrylate; quaternized N,N-dimethylaminoethyl
methacrylate; or mixtures thereof.

4. The polymer composition of claim 3, wherein the hydro-
philic segment comprises protected or unprotected acrvlic
acid residues or esters thereof.

5. The polymer composition of claim 4, wherein hydro-
phobic segment comprises residues of: styrene; methyl meth-
acrylate; n-butyl acrylate; methyl acrylate; or mixtures
thereol.

6. The polymer composition of claim 5, wherein the hydro-
philic segment 1s covalently attached to the core.

7. The polymer composition of claim 6, wherein the core 1s
derived from one or more olefinic-containing cross-linking
agents.

8. The polymer composition of claim 7, wherein the core 1s
hydrophobic.

9. The polymer composition of claim 8, wherein the core 1s
derived from divinylbenzene.

10. The polymer composition of claim 9, wherein the mikto
star macromolecules comprise a functional group which
exhibits H-bonding, coordination, hydrophobic, metal
chelating and/or electrostatic forces.

11. The polymer composition of claim 10, wherein the
average number of ATRP arms 1s between 5 and 500.

12. The polymer composition of claim 10, wherein the
average number of ATRP arms 1s between 10 and 2350.

13. The polymer composition of claim 12, wherein the
composition displays shear thinning behavior.

14. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein the com-
position displays shear thinnming behavior.

15. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein the
hydrophilic homopolymeric ATRP arm exhibits a different
solubility from the copolymer ATRP arm.

16. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein the
hydrophilic homopolymeric ATRP arm exhibits a different
aqueous solubility from the copolymer ATRP arm.

17. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein at least
one of the mikto star macromolecules 1s a carrier for one or
more small molecules.

18. The polymer composition of claim 17, wherein the one
or more small molecules are released at a controlled rate.

19. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein at least
one segment of the arm 1n the mikto star macromolecule 1s
comprised of copolymers which exhibit an upper critical
solution temperature (UCST).

20. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein at least
one segment of the arm in the mikto star macromolecule 1s
comprised of copolymers which exhibit a lower critical solu-
tion temperature (LOST).
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21. The polymer composition of claim 1, wherein the core
contains additional functionality and/or expanded free vol-
ume.

22. A polymer composition comprising mikto star macro-
molecules, wherein each mikto star macromolecule com-
prises: a core and a plurality of ATRP arms, said plurality of
ATRP arms comprising:

a) at least one arm of the plurality of ATRP arms 1s a

hydrophobic homopolymeric ATRP arm, wherein the
homopolymeric ATRP arms of the polymer composition
have a polydispersity index of between 1.0 and 2.5; and

b) at least one arm of the plurality of ATRP arms 1s a
copolymer ATRP arm, wherein the copolymer ATRP
arms of the polymer composition have a polydispersity
index of between 1.0 and 2.5, and said copolymer ATRP
arm Comprises:

1) a longer hydrophobic segment proximal to the core;
and

2) a shorter hydrophilic segment distal to the core;
wherein:

1) the homopolymeric ATRP arms are shorter than the
copolymer ATRP arms; and

11) the polymer composition behaves as a thickening agent.

23. The polymer composition of claim 22, wherein the
hydrophobic segment 1s covalently attached to the core.

24. A thickening agent comprising the polymer composi-
tion of claim 1.

25. A thickening agent comprising the polymer composi-
tion of claim 13.

26. A personal care or cosmetics formulation or product
comprising the polymer composition of claim 1.

277. A personal care or cosmetics formulation or product
comprising the polymer composition of claim 13.

28. An emulsifying agent comprising the polymer compo-
sition of claim 1.

29. An emulsifying agent comprising the polymer compo-
sition of claim 13.

30. A home care formulation or product comprising the
polymer composition of claim 1.

31. A home care formulation or product comprising the
polymer composition of claim 13.

32. A delivery system comprising the polymer composition
of claim 1.

33. A delivery system comprising the polymer composition
of claim 13.

34. A lubricant comprising the polymer composition of
claim 1.

35. A lubricant comprising the polymer composition of
claim 13.

36. A coating comprising the polymer composition of
claim 1.

37. A coating comprising the polymer composition of
claim 13.
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