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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of detection of a distance variation with respect to
an axis of at least one point of an object rotating around this
axis by a terminal at a fixed position with respect to the axis
and capable of emitting a radiofrequency field for at least one
resonant circuit attached to the object. The method includes
the steps ol measuring and recording, on the terminal side, a
maximum value of a quantity representative of the coupling
between an oscillating circuit of the terminal and the at least
one resonant circuit; and detecting a variation of this periodic
maximuin.

31 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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DETECTION OF A DISTANCE VARIATION
WITH RESPECT TO A ROTATION AXIS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a U.S. National Stage patent application
based on PCT Application Number PCT/FR2009/050783,

filed on Apr. 28, 2009, entitled “Detection Of A Distance
Variation With Respect To A Rotation Axis”, which applica-

tion claims the priority benefit of French patent application
Ser. No. 08/52919, filed on Apr. 30, 2008, entitled “Detection

Of A Distance Variation With Respect To A Rotation Axis,”
which 1s hereby incorporated by reference to the maximum
extent allowable by law.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to systems using
transponders, that 1s, transceivers (generally mobile) capable
of communicating 1n a contactless and wireless fashion with
a terminal.

The present invention more specifically relates to systems
using transponders for the detection of a distance variation
with respect to an axis of a point of an object rotating around
this axis (the length variation of a radius in the case of a
circular object). The present mnvention will be more specifi-
cally described 1n the context of the detection of a pressure
fault 1n a tire.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

More and more tires are equipped with pressure sensors to
detect a mis-inflation and notity the driver, a maintenance
service, etc.

The emergence of transponder systems has enabled avoid-
ing wire connections between the nm of the tire and the
vehicle. The pressure sensor 1s then associated with a tran-
sponder capable of transmitting the information to a terminal
supported by the vehicle (for example, the axle, the inside of
the fender, etc.). The transponder generally 1s an active tran-
sponder, that 1s, associated with a battery (often rechargeable)
providing the power required for its operation thereto. The
sensor-transponder element may be supported by the rim or
by the actual tire.

Other sensor types may be associated with a transponder in
a tire. For example, these may be wear sensors.

The element associated with the tire comprises a sensor of
the specific detected quantity (pressure, thickness of the tire,
temperature), a circuit of conversion into electric signals, and
a transponder for transmitting the information to the terminal.
Further, to detect several quantities of different nature (for
example, the pressure and the wearing), two sensors, or even
two complete elements are necessary.

Due to the significant generated cost, pressure sensors are
most often supported by the rims which have a longer dura-
bility. For automobile vehicles, this results 1n that, 1n case of
a temporary rim change (for example, for the spare wheel or
for snow tires assembled on other rims), the pressure detec-
tion function can no longer be ensured.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It would be desirable to have an element for detecting a tire
pressure defect which 1s simpler or less expensive than an
association of a pressure sensor with an active transponder.

It would also be desirable to have a general element for
detecting a potential problem of a tire.
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It would also be desirable to have a solution independent
from the tire rim.

It would also be desirable to use other functions of the
transponder, for example, for the tire 1dentification.

More generally, 1t would also be desirable to have an ele-
ment for detecting a distance variation with respect to an axis
of a point of an object rotating around this axis.

To achieve all or part of these objects as well as others, at
least one embodiment of the present ivention provides a
method of detection of a distance variation with respect to an
ax1s of at least one point of an object rotating around this axis
by a terminal at a fixed position with respect to the axis and
capable of emitting a radiofrequency field for at least one
resonant circuit attached to the object, comprising the steps of
measuring and recording, on the terminal side, a maximum
value of a quantity representative of the coupling between an
oscillating circuit of the terminal and said at least one reso-
nant circuit; and detecting a variation of this periodic maxi-
mum.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
resonant circuit 1s an element of a transponder capable of
transmitting a signature to the terminal.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
reference value of said quantity 1s measured and recorded, on
the terminal side, 1n an 1mitial condition of the object.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, an
off-load value of said quantity 1s measured and recorded, on
the terminal side, 1n the absence of the object, said detection
being performed based on the variation of the quotient of this
off-load value to the measured value with respect to the quo-
tient of this off-load value to the reference value.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
series resistance of the oscillating circuit of the terminal 1s
adjusted so that the reference value corresponds to an opti-
mum coupling position between the terminal and the resonant
circuit.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
value of the series resistance 1s selected so that the ratio
between the off-load value and the reference value 1s approxi-
mately equal to 2.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
quantity 1s data relative to the current 1n the oscillating circuit
or to the voltage thereacross.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
object 1s a tire of a wheel assembled on an axle and the
resonant circuit 1s attached to the tire 1n a {ixed position with
respect to 1ts tread.

At least one embodiment of the present invention also
provides a system of detection of the distance with respect to
an axis of at least one point of an object rotating around this
axis, by a terminal at a fixed position with respect to the axis
and capable of emitting a radiofrequency field towards a
resonant circuit attached to the object, adapted to the imple-
mentation of the above method.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
system further comprises means for detecting the stopping or
the starting of the rotating object, and/or means for detecting
the stopping position of the rotating object, and/or means for
measuring the speed of the rotating object.

The foregoing objects, features, and advantages of the
present invention will be discussed in detail 1n the following
non-limiting description of specific embodiments 1n connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a lateral view of a wheel of a vehicle illustrating
an embodiment of a system for detecting a defect of a tire;
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FIG. 2 1s an axial cross-section view of the wheel of FIG. 1;
FI1G. 3 very schematically shows an example of a terminal-

transponder pair usable 1n the system of FIG. 1;
FI1G. 4 1s a simplified block diagram of the terminal of FIG.
3;

FIG. 5 15 a simplified block diagram of the transponder of
FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 1llustrates the variation of the voltage across the
resonant circuit of the transponder according to a standard-
1zed coupling;

FIG. 7 1s a partial diagram of an embodiment of an adap-
tation circuit on the terminal side;

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of an
initialization phase of the terminal; and

FIG. 9 1s a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of the
method for detecting the pressure defect.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The same elements have been designated with the same
reference numerals in the different drawings. For clarity, only
those steps and elements which are useful to the understand-
ing of the present mvention have been shown and will be
described. In particular, the possible data exchanges in com-
munications between a transponder and a terminal have not
been detailed, the present invention being compatible with
any usual communication.

FIG. 1 1s a very siumplified lateral view of a wheel 8 of a
vehicle 4 1llustrating an embodiment of a system for detecting
a defect of a tire.

FI1G. 2 1s a vertical cross-section view at the level ol the axis
of the wheel of FIG. 1.

Wheel 8 comprises a rim 81 assembled on an axle 41 of
vehicle 4 and a tire 83 assembled on the rim. An electronic
clement 2 comprising at least one resonant circuit 1s associ-
ated with tread 831 of tire 83. In a more advanced embodi-
ment, element 2 1s an electronic tag (TAG) or an electromag-
netic transponder.

A terminal 1 of radiofrequency transmaission and, for more
advanced embodiments, of communication with a transpon-
der, equips the vehicle. Terminal 1 1s supported by an arma-
ture of the vehicle which faces tread 831 of the tire, for
example, by an armature 43 linked to axle 41 and masked
inside of fender 44 of the body, as shown. This feature 1s
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 by a dotted line 42 connecting axle
41 to an arm or support 43 of terminal 1. As a variation, for a
vehicle of plane type, the terminal may be supported by the
end of the landing gear linkage. Terminal 1 1s connected, for
example by a wire connection 45 or by a radiofrequency
connection, to a data processing system, for example, an
embedded computer 46 of the vehicle. Terminal 1s powered,
possibly via embedded computer 46, by battery 47 of the
vehicle. Preferably, all the vehicle wheels are equipped with
an element 2 and are associated with a terminal 1.

Element 2 1s for example attached to the internal surface of
tread 831, as shown, or embedded in the tread. Using an
clement placed on the internal surface of the tread enables not
needing to modily the manufacturing of tire 83 or to equip
existing tires. As a variation, element 2 1s placed, inside of the
tire, for example on rim 81, 1n a position such that 1t passes,
for each turn of the tire, in front of terminal 1 (or at least
within the range thereol).

The relative positioning of terminal 1 and of element 2 1s
such that a variation of the tire thickness (by wearing, over-
inflation or detlation) translates as a modification of the dis-
tance which separates element 2 from terminal 1. This dis-
tance modification, with respect to a reference distance
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corresponding to a properly intlated non-worn tire, 1s then
detected by the terminal which can trigger an alert or any
appropriate action.

Retference will more specifically be made hereafter to a
transponder but, except for communications with the termi-
nal, the operation 1s the same with an element 2 formed of a
simple resonant circuit.

FIG. 3 very schematically shows an embodiment of the
terminal-transponder system of FIGS. 1 and 2.

Terminal 1 comprises a series oscillating circuit formed of
an inductance L1 1n series with a capacitor C1 and a resistor
R1. This series oscillating circuit 1s controlled by a device 11
comprising, among others and non-limitingly, an amplifier or
antenna coupler and a transmission control and exploitation
circuit especially provided with a modulator/demodulator
and with a control and data processing circuit (generally a
microprocessor). Device 11 generally communicates with
different mput/output circuits (elements of exchange with
embedded computer 46 of the vehicle) and/or processing
circuits, not shown.

Element 2 capable of cooperating with terminal 1 com-
prises an oscillating circuit, for example, parallel, formed of
an mductance L2 in parallel with a capacitor C2 between two
terminals 22 and 23. In a simplified embodiment, the element
1s limited to these two elements, which may be associated
with a resistor (not shown). In the shown embodiment, this
clement 1s a transponder capable of responding to a query
from the terminal, for example, by communicating an i1den-
tifier or other data. Terminals 22 and 23 then are the input
terminals of a control and processing circuit 21. Transponder
2 may also comprise a battery 24 capable of powering its
different elements.

Terminals 22 and 23 are, 1n practice, connected to the input
of a rectitying element (not shown in FIG. 3) having 1ts
outputs forming supply terminals of the circuits internal to the
transponder. These circuits generally comprise a memory and
a modulator for transmitting data to the terminal. According
to the transponder type (according to the application and to
the tasks that 1t 1s supposed to perform), these circuits may
also comprise a demodulator of the signals that may be
received from the terminal, a microprocessor, and various
other processing circuits.

The oscillating circuits of the terminal and of the transpon-
der are generally tuned to a same frequency corresponding to
the frequency of an excitation signal of the oscillating circuit
of the terminal. This high-frequency signal (for example, at
13.56 MHz) 1s used not only as a carrier for transmitting data
from the terminal to the transponder, but also as a remote-
supply carrier for the transponders located 1n the field of the
terminal. When a transponder 2 1s 1n the field of a terminal 1,
a high-frequency voltage 1s generated between terminals 21
and 23 of the resonant circuit of the transponder. This voltage
1s used to provide the supply voltage of electronic circuits 21
of the transponder. This voltage may also be used to charge a
battery or another power storage element 24 of the transpon-
der, which powers the circuits when the transponder 1s not
within the range of a terminal.

It has already been provided to interpret measurements of
quantities linked to the coupling between a transponder and a
terminal to estimate the distance which separates the tran-
sponder from the terminal. An example of a technique of
distance estimation by a transponder 1s described 1n U.S. Pat.
No. 6,473,028. An example of a technique of distance esti-
mation by a terminal 1s described 1n U.S. Pat. No. 6,650,226.
Such distance estimations are generally used to optimize the
power transier or the communication between the two ele-
ments.
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FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of an embodiment of a terminal
1. As indicated previously, terminal 1 comprises an oscillat-
ing circuit formed of an inductance or antenna L1 1n series
with a capacitive element C1 and a resistive element R1. In
the example of FIG. 4, these elements are connected between
an output terminal 12 of an amplifier or antenna coupler 14
and a terminal 13 at a reference voltage (generally the
ground). An clement 15 for measuring the current in the
oscillating circuit is interposed, for example, between capaci-
tive element C1 and ground 13. Measurement element 15
belongs to a phase regulation loop which will be described
hereafter. Amplifier 14 receives a high-frequency transmis-
s1on signal E originating from a modulator 16 (MOD) which
receives a relerence frequency (signal OSC), for example,
from a quartz oscillator (not shown). Modulator 16 receives,
if need be, a signal Tx of data to be transmitted and, in the
absence of a data transmission between the terminal, provides
the high-frequency carner (for example, at 13.56 MHz)
capable of driving the resonant circuit of the transponder.
Capacitive element C1 1s a variable-capacitance element con-
trollable by a signal CTRL. A phase regulation of the current
in antenna L1 1s performed with respect to a reference signal.
This regulation 1s a regulatlon of the high-frequency signal,
that 1s, of the signal of the carrier corresponding to signal E in
the absence of data to be transmitted. The regulation 1s per-
formed by varying capacitance C1 of the oscﬂla‘[mg circuit of
the terminal to maintain the current 1n the antenna in constant
phase relation with the reference signal. This reference signal
corresponds, for example, to signal OSC provided by the
oscillator to the modulator. Signal CTRL originates from a
circuit 17 (COMP) having the function of detecting the phase
difference with respect to the reference signal and of accord-
ingly modifying the capacitance of element C1. The phase
measurement 1s performed, for example, from a measurement
of current I 1n the oscillating circuit due to measurement
clement 15. In the shown example, a current transformer
comprises a primary winding 151 between element C1 and
ground terminal 13, and a secondary winding 152 having a
first terminal directly connected to ground and having its
other terminal providing a signal MES 1ndicative of the result
of the measurement. A current-to-voltage conversion resistor
153 1s connected 1n parallel with secondary winding 152. The
result of measurement MES 1s sent to comparator 17, which
accordingly controls capacitive element C1 by means of sig-
nal CTRL.

In the embodiment illustrated 1n FIG. 4, comparator 17
uses the same phase demodulator (not shown) as that used to
demodulate the signal originating from the transponder and
possibly received by the oscillating circuit. Accordingly,
comparator 17 provides a signal Rx giving back a possible
retromodulation of data recerved from a transponder to a
block 18 symbolizing the rest of the electronic circuits of the
terminal.

The response time of the phase regulation loop 1s selected
to be suill

iciently long to avoid disturbing the possible retro-
modulation originating from a transponder, and suificiently
short as compared to the speed at which a transponder crosses
the field of the terminal. It can be spoken of a static regulation
with respect to the modulation frequencies (for example, a
13.56-MHz frequency of the remote-supply carrier and a
84°7.5-kHz retromodulation frequency used to transmit data
from the transponder to the terminal).

As a vanation of the current transformer of FIG. 4, other
current measurement elements may be used (for example, a
resistor).

An example of a phase regulation terminal 1s described 1n

document EP-A-08579081.
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FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of a transponder 2. A recti-
tying element 25, for example, a fullwave rectitying bridge, 1s
connected between terminals 22 and 23 of the oscillating
circuit (inductance or antenna 1.2 and capacitive element C2
in parallel). The rectified outputs of bridge 25 are connected
by a smoothing capacitive element C, . and provide a voltage
V,. to a circuit 26 (ALIM) for managing the transponder
supply. Circuit 26 provides the other transponder circuits
symbolized by a block 27 with the power necessary to their
operation. Elements 25, C, ., 26, and 27 are, 1n FIG. 3, com-
prised within block 21. In FIG. 5, 1t 1s considered that the
transponder only operates 1f 1t 1s remotely supplied (no bat-
tery). Circuit 27 samples data between terminals 22 and 23 of
the resonant circuit to demodulate the possible data received
from the terminal before rectification. If the transponder
needs to transmit data to the terminal, circuit 27 comprises
so-called retromodulation capacitive and/or resistive ele-
ments capable of modulating the load formed by the tran-
sponder on the field generated by the terminal. This load
modification translates, on the side of the terminal, as a modi-
fication of the current or of the voltage of 1ts oscillating circuit
(assuming that the amplifier or antenna coupler 1s capable of
providing a constant current). This modification of the current
or voltage measured by the current transtformer (15, F1G. 4) or
any other measurement element (for example, the measure-
ment of the voltage across capacitive element C1) enables the
terminal to decode the data received tfrom the transponder. In
a stmplified version where only the transponder detection 1s
important, the demodulation and retromodulation circuits
may be omaitted.

The fact for the phase to be regulated on the terminal side
enables exploiting current and voltage measurements 1n the
oscillating circuit of the terminal to deduce information rela-
tive to the coupling of the transponder (or of the simple
resonant circuit 1n a simplified embodiment) when 1t 1s 1in the
field of the terminal.

The data relative to the coupling reflect the variation of the
distance between the two elements. This enables detection of
a variation of the tire thickness, and thus an inflation or
wearing problem. The distinction between an inflation prob-
lem and a wearing problem may be performed by the com-
puter system (the terminal or the embedded computer) by
taking 1into account the time taken by the thickness to vary.

These data take into account, 1n particular, the coupling
between the transponder and the terminal, that 1s, the cou-
pling coellicient between the oscillating circuit of terminal 1

and that of element 2. This coupling coelficient essentially
depends on the distance separating the transponder from the
terminal. The coupling coelficient, noted k, between the
oscillating circuits of a transponder and of a terminal always
ranges between O and 1. This coellicient may be defined by
the following formula:

M
VL2

(formula 1)

k =

where M represents the mutual inductance between induc-
tances L1 and 1.2 of the oscillating circuits of the terminal and
of the transponder.

The different relations linking the electric quantities mea-
sureable by the terminal 1n different configurations of opera-
tion with a transponder are used to periodically determine a
variation of the distance between the transponder and the
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terminal. More specifically, a minimum distance variation
between the transponder and the terminal 1s detected for each
turn (or every n turns).

Data available on the terminal side are current I 1n the series
oscillating circuit of the terminal. This current 1s linked to a
so-called generator voltage (noted Vg) driving the oscillating
circuit, and to apparent impedance Z1 _,, of the oscillating
circuit by the following relation:

Vg
Z1

[ (formula 2)

app

The fact of regulating the phase of the oscillating circuit on
a reference value allows for the distance variation of a tran-
sponder entering the field of a terminal to only translate as a

modification of the real part of the impedance of this oscil-
lating circuit. Indeed, all the variations which would tend to
modily, statically with respect to the modulation frequencies,
the imaginary part by the load formed by the transponder, are
compensated for by the phase regulation loop. It 1s thus
ensured that 1n static operation, the imaginary part of imped-
ance 71 __ 1s zero. Accordingly, impedance Z1 __ becomes

app <Py
equal to apparent resistance R1,,, , and can be expressed as:

, L2 (formula 3)
Llopp = Rlgp, =Rl +a”- Tk
22 L1100 (formula 4)
with a® = 5
X224 (|
R2-C2

where o represents the signal pulse, X2 represents the
imaginary part of the impedance of the oscillating circuit of
the transponder (X2=wl.2-1/wC2), and R2 represents the
load formed by the transponder elements on its own oscillat-
ing circuit (elements of circuit 21 modeled by resistor R2 1n
parallel on inductance L2 and capacitor C2). In other words,
resistor R2 represents the equivalent resistance of all the
transponder circuits (microprocessor, retromodulation
means, etc.), brought 1n parallel on capacitor C2 and induc-
tance [.2. In the above formula 3, the series resistance of
inductance .1, which adds to the other two terms, has been
neglected. It can also be considered that the value of this
series resistance 1s, by simplification, included in the value of
resistance R1.

By combiming formulas 2, 3, and 4, current 1 can be
expressed as follows:

[ Vg (formula 5)
14 k2 w2 [1-122°
Z22.R2-C2
with:
I12 .2 (formula 6)
72° = X2° +
ma)

with 72 representing the impedance of the transponder.
Further, on the transponder side, one can write:

Z2-DR=M-0-I=kVNIT-L2-0-I (formula 7)

where 12 represents the current 1n the oscillating circuit of
the transponder. Thereby:
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k-NI1-12 w1 (formula 8)

[2 =
Z2

Formula 8 combined with formulas 4 and 6 can be reduced
to the following expression:

[2=a.l. (formula 9)

Voltage V ., recovered across capacitor C2 of the transpon-
der 1s given by the following relation:

Vo 2 B
Cz_m-CQ_

a- i
w-C2

(formula 10)

As a first approximation, the following can be written by
combining formulas 5 and 6 in which imaginary part X2 of
impedance Z2 1s close to O at the first order (the circuit 1s
tuned):

Vg
f= Ll "

RL+ k2. R2
M

(formula 11)

and recovered voltage V -, can be calculated 1n the same
conditions by the following formula:

1 (formula 12)

12 Rl
R2

Vg
Ll
12

Voo = k-

+ k2

Among the electric quantity measurements which can eas-
1ly be performed on the terminal side, 1t 1s provided to use
values ofl-load and in a reference coupling position.

The off-load value represents the current and the voltage
when no transponder 1s present in the field of the terminal. In
this off-load operation, the apparent impedance, called
/1 2004 OF the oscillating circuit of the terminal now only
depends on 1ts components R1, L1, and C1. Further, due to the
phase regulation, the imaginary part of this impedance 1s
always zero. One can thus write:

; Vg (formula 13)

off-load ~ BT

The reference coupling, noted k, 5 1s established for a
given distance between the transponder and the terminal. This
reference condition corresponds, for example, to a calibration
or an initialization of the system in a given situation, for
example, when the tire 1s new and 1deally inflated. This con-
dition corresponds to a reference coupling at a minimum
distance between the transponder and the terminal.

In the position considered as the reference coupling posi-
tion (1deally-inflated tire), a measurement of current I, -in the
oscillating circuit of the terminal may be taken and stored by
the terminal.

In an embodiment, resistance R1 of the oscillating circuitis
fixed. In this case, a vanation of the coupling with respect to
the ratio between the off-load value and the value at the
reference coupling recorded in an mitialization 1s detected.
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Thereference coupling value 1s arbitrary and may be different
from one tire to another. This embodiment 1s more specifi-
cally intended for the case where element 2 1s a simple reso-
nant circuit (of fixed impedance).

In another embodiment, series resistance R1 of the oscil-
lating circuit of the terminal i1s capable of optimizing the
coupling in normal conditions (properly-inflated tire). This

functionality 1s 1illustrated in FIG. 4 by a block 30 (CON-
TROLLABLE R1). Such an embodiment enables, for
example, to ease the adaptation of the terminal to different
transponders, and thus to different tires. This leaves more
flexibility 1n the respective structures of the transponders 1n
terms of the load that they form on the oscillating circuit of the
terminal. Resistor R1 1s then used to electrically set the ter-
minal to place the coupling system 1n a so-called optimum
coupling position. This position corresponds to that with the
most power transiers from the terminal to the transponder.
Such an embodiment also enables, 1n the case of a transpon-
der having to exchange data with the terminal, to optimize the
power transier from the terminal to the transponder.

The optimum coupling 1s defined as being the position at
which voltage V ., recovered across the transponder 1s maxi-

mum. This optimum coupling, noted k. can be expressed
as:

(formula 14)

. I12-RI1
PN L1-R2

Reterence voltage V., , at the optimum coupling 1s given
by following formula:

R Vg (formula 15)

chﬂpr — H y 2 .

Formulas 12 and 13 of current I and of recovered voltage
V ~, can be rewritten according to the coupling normalized by
the optimum coupling (k/k, ). Always assuming that imagi-
nary part X2 of impedance Z2 1s close to 0, the following 1s
obtained:

k (formula 16)
Ko
Ver =2V, - pli >
1 + ( ]
kopr
Iﬂﬁ_ foad (formula 17)
and [ = PRy
1 + ( ]
k:::pr
One can thus write:
( k ]2 B Iﬂﬁ_fggd 1 (formula 18)
kop ) ’

Further, the value of voltage V5, across resistor R1 of the
terminal 1s given by:
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(formula 19)

The voltage across the oscillating circuit of the terminal 1s
given by:

and also reaches value Vg/2 1n the optimum coupling posi-
tion.

The data relative to the optimum and reference couplings
may be used, 1n a training phase, to deduce the position of
optimum coupling point k,, . of the transponder with respect
to the current position. The ratio between these two coupling
coetlicients 1s a function of the currents ott-load (I ,,,,) and
at the reterence coupling (1, ).

FIG. 6 shows an example of the shape of voltage V.,
recovered on the transponder side according to normalized
coupling k/k ..

The curve starts from the origin of the ordinates (zero
voltage) for a null coupling. This corresponds to a distance
between the transponder and the terminal such that no signal
1s recerved by the transponder. Voltage V ., reaches a maxi-
mum V., for an optimum coupling coetficient k.
(k/k,,~1), then decreases to an intermediary value V (1)
reached at coupling 1.

The position which corresponds to a null coupling corre-
sponds to an off-load position of the terminal, and thus to the
off-load current (I 4, ,,). In this position, voltage Vp, 1s

equal to off-load value Vg.

In the optimum coupling position (k=k_, ), current

I, 710042 and voltage Vg, =Vg/2.

lopt

I

op z‘:

In a coupling position k equal to 1, current I corresponds to

Iﬂﬁ— load

1 2
1 + ( ]
kﬂpl“

and voltage V, 1s equal to

Ve

1 &
1+( ]
k.-:.-pr

This position 1s a theoretic position since a coupling coetfi-
cient k=1 1s 1n reality never achieved.
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In the reference position, the following can be written:

(formula 20)

(formula 21)

Thus, the measurement of current I,,_-or of voltage V ;.-
in a traimng phase 1s suificient to determine reference cou-
pling k,_-with respect to optimum coupling k.. This enables

opr’
to adapt the value of resistance R1 so that the reference
coupling corresponds to the optimum coupling or at least

comes close to it.

A situation where I, . 1s smaller than I ., /2 (Where
Vr1rer18 smaller than Vg/2) corresponds to a position where
the coupling 1s greater than the optimum coupling.

Asituationwherel, 1s greaterthanl ., /2 (Where Vg, -
1s greater than Vg/2) corresponds to a position where the
coupling 1s smaller than the optimum coupling.

In the two above cases, the transponder cannot in principle
benefit from the possible voltage maximum V., since
value V., -1s smaller than value V., ..

It 1s then provided to modily the value of the series resis-
tance (R1) of the terminal so that the reference coupling point
corresponds to the optimum coupling to thus benefit {from the
maximum recoverable voltage V., ..

For this purpose, at the reference coupling, for example
when the tire 1s cold and properly inflated and the wheel 1s in
a position where the distance between the transponder and the
terminal 1s minimum, the value of current I 1s measured, that
is, I, withaninitial value, noted R1,,, ot resistance R1. Since
the terminal will previously have measured and stored ofl-
load value I ., 4 1t can be determined whether the value of
resistance R1 must be modified.

If ratio I 4,410 18 greater than 2 (k, /K, ,,>1), where
ko designates the optimum coupling with value R1,, the
optimum coupling of the terminal-transponder system corre-
sponds to a position more distant from the terminal than when
the transponder 1s laid on 1t and this, with resistance R1,,.

If ratio I z;,04/1,050 18 smaller than 2 (k, /k, .,<1), opti-
mum coupling k. corresponds to a theoretical value never
physically obtained with the value of resistance R1,,.

In both cases, 1t however remains possible to modify the
value of resistance R1 so that 1ts new value, noted R1,, has the
optimum coupling ot the system k, , coincide with the value
of reterence coupling k, 5 to benefit from the maximum volt-
age Vs, recoverable for the transponder. Thus, the value of
the mitial optimum coupling of the system 1s adapted by
modifying the value of series resistance R1 so that it corre-
sponds to the reference coupling of the transponder, that 1s, 1n
the mimimum distance position for a properly-inflated tire.
This amounts to passing from value R1, to a value R1, such
that the value of current I reaches I 4,,..,/2, that 1s, corre-
sponds to the critical optimum coupling.

Formula 20 enables writing;:

for value R1,:

R,

LQ/
jqﬁ'—.‘,’md h
17‘ Illt GPTU JRQI [1 3

I.P’Efﬂ
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and
for value R1,:

(since by definition R1, enables to achieve the maximum
coupling, which amounts to saying thatI_ ., ,./1,.1=2), with

) 12 Rl
Pl =N R

where I, 4 and k, ,, respectively designate reterence current

I,.rand optimum coupling k,, . for value R1, ofresistance R1.

The above equation system leads to:

( k ]2 Rl, ( k ]2 (formula 22)
kﬂp‘fl - Rll kﬂpr{) a
and:
I i (formula 23)
R, :Rlﬂ-[ i oo —1].
Irefﬂ

The value of resistance R1 i1s thus set either by being
decreased when value k, 1s smaller than value k , ,, either by
being increased when the value ot k,-1s greater than value
k., so that, in the reference position, the value of current I
reaches I ., ../2, that 1s, corresponds to the critical optimum
coupling. The value of resistance R1 may also be set to reach
the optimum coupling based on measurements of voltage V
across resistor R1. In this case, the value of resistance R1 1s set
so that voltage V,, (or voltage V., ) across the oscillating
circuit reaches value Vg/2 at the optimum coupling.

FIG. 7 shows an example of a circuit of switchable resistors
usable to implement the resistive selection (resistor 31) to
initialize the system at the optimum coupling. In this
example, aresistor R1,, -1s in parallel with a switch K5, as
well as with n branches of resistors R1,, (with 1 ranging
between 1 and n) in parallel. Each resistor R1,, 1s 1n series
with a controllable switch K, .. These switches are controlled
by circuit 38 according to the performed measurements.
Switch K;,_ . 1n on position makes resistance R1 equal to
resistance 32. When all switches K, , are off, the resistance of
element 31 1s R1, . The other positions provide intermediary
values.

FIG. 8 15 a tlowchart of an embodiment of the resistance
selection method. This flowchart 1llustrates the case of an
exploitation of a measurement of the current but easily trans-
poses to an exploitation of a measurement of the voltage
across resistor R1. It always 1s data representative of the
current 1n the oscillating circuit of the terminal.

The terminal 1s assumed to have previously been mitialized
in the otf-load state and value I, (or any corresponding
data) 1s assumed to have been stored. Such an 1nitialization
may be performed on manufacturing, but will preferably be
performed on-site, each time a tire 1s being positioned, to take
into account possible disturbances linked to the terminal’s
environment.

It 1s started by measuring (block 51, I) the value of the
current in the oscillating circuit. This value 1s compared

(block 52, =1, 4;,.47) With the off-load value. In case of an
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equality (output Y of block 52), this means that no transpon-
der 1s 1n the field and it 1s returned to the entry of block 51.
Otherwise (output N of block 52), reference current I, 1s
measured with resistance value R1, (block 53, 1,.4), consid-
ering that the transponder 1s at a mimimum dlstance (in the
reference position). Then, the ratio between the off-load cur-
rent and the current with resistance R1, 1s compared with
constant 2 (block 54,1 .,,,./1,.=27). This amounts to com-
paring the measured current with a value (I, ;.. /2) which 1s
a function of the off-load current. In case of an equality
(output Y of block 34), resistance R1 1s not modified and the
reference 1s validated with resistance R1, and the correspond-
ing current or its ratio with the off-load current i1s stored
(block 55, ref=rel0). Otherwise (output N of block 54), a
resistance value R1, 1s calculated from value R1, and the
previously-established ratio (block 356, R1,=R1,((1,:;, ../
I,.5)—1) and the closest value 1s selected from network 31. As
a variation, a variable resistor 1s adapted. In other words, the
value to be given to resistance R1 is selected according to the
first value (R1,), to the measured data (I,_4), and to the
constant (I, ,,,./2). Then (block 57,R1=R1),), the resistance
value of the oscillating circuit is set (for example, by means of
network 31 of FIG. 7) to be as close as possible to the calcu-
lated value R1,. Then, the reference 1s validated with value
R1, (block 55', ref=refl) and the corresponding value of the
current and/or of 1ts ratio with the off-load current is stored. At
the exit of blocks 55 and 55, the 1nitialization 1s over (block
58, END INIT).

FIG. 9 1s a simplified flowchart of an embodiment of the
method for detecting a mis-inflation.

In a traiming phase, a measurement of the off-load current
1s made and stored before assembling the tire (block 61,
I, #100q)- FOr example, the assembler validates a control signal
from the embedded computer or from the terminal indicating
a need to record the measurement and to consider 1t as an
off-load measurement.

Then, the wheel 1s assembled with a tire 1n an inflation
situation considered as optimal and 1n the reference position
(element 2 closest to the terminal). This reference position 1s
for example indicated by a mark on the tire (1f said tire 1s
pre-equipped with element 2) or determined by the assembler
on assembly.

Then starts an 1nitialization phase (block 62, INIT) which
corresponds to the recording of the reference values. With a
terminal having an adjustable resistance R1, this phase for
example corresponds to steps 51 to 38 of FIG. 8. With a
simplified terminal, this phase comprises recording the refer-
ence current or the value of the ratio of the ofi-load current to
this reference current.

The system 1s then ready to operate. The measurement of
current I (block 63, 1_ ) in the oscillating circuit of the
terminal 1s preferably permanent (to within the sampling for
digital values) and the terminal or the embedded computer
determines the maximum at each turn of the wheel. For this
purpose, the system only takes into account the peak values of
current 1.

The system calculates ratio Ratio_,,,,=I, 2, .4/1.., (block

64).

Each ratio Ratio__,,.1s compared at any time or periodically
with a ratio Ratio, =1, 2, ,/1,.r stored with the reference
value (block 63).

The mterpretation (block 66, INTERPRET) 1s the follow-
ng:

if ratio Ratio_,,,,. 1s smaller than reference ratio Ratio, 4 this
means that the tire has drawn away from the terminal,
and thus a pressure drop or a wearing. According to the

rapidity of the decrease of ratio Ratio it 1s possible to
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discriminate a pressure drop (even slow) from a wearing,
which has a slower variation. The threshold between a

wearing and a pressure drop 1s determined by calibration
of the system, preferably on design thereof.
it ratio Ratio_,,, 1s greater than reference ratio Ratio, 4 this

CELFF

means, on the contrary, that the pressure in the tire
increases. It 1s then possible, by setting a threshold, to
detect a possible overheating.

In the case where the reference has been adapted to corre-
spond to the optimum coupling, the comparison can be
reduced to comparing current ratio Ratio_ _ to 2.

CLEFF

It 1s now possible to detect a pressure fault (over- or under-
pressure) and/or a wearing without any pressure sensor or
rubber thickness measurement.

It 1s also possible to implement such a system with simpli-

fied elements 2, requiring no commumnication with the termi-
nal.

However, the system 1s compatible with more advanced
versions ol elements 2, of transponder type.

Different embodiments have been described. Diflerent
variations may be envisaged. In particular, the practical
implementation of the described embodiments 1s within the
abilities of those skilled 1n the art based on the functional
indications given hereabove, by using the tools generally
available 1n the terminal (programmable logic, detectors,
microprocessor, etc.). For example, the granularity of the
setting of resistance R1 depends on the structure of the ter-
minal. Further, the terminals and transponders will of course
preferably, when designed and manufactured, be sized
according to distance ranges approximately common
between the terminals placed in the vehicles and the tire
treads. The impedances of the resonant circuits of elements 2
may be set on manufacturing according to the tire types so
that the reference value 1s as stable as possible with a given
vehicle and 1s different from one vehicle/tire association to
another. Further, although a determination of the reference
value with a fixed position of the tire 1s preferred, 1t can be
envisaged to determine this reference over a short distance
traveled by the vehicle with a properly-inflated tire by taking
the peak value of the current then measured.

A method and a system for detecting a variation in the
inflation or the thickness of a tire of a wheel assembled on an
axle have been described hereabove. It should be noted that,
generally, the described method and system may be used for
any determination of the distance variation with respect to an
ax1s of apoint of an objectrotating around this axis (the length
variation ol a radius 1n the case of a circular object).

The diameter vanation of a wheel of a machine tool may
also be determined, a diameter increase for example reflect-
ing an excessive heating. In the case of a merry-go-round or
carrousel, the distance with respect to an axis of an object
attached on the merry-go-round or carrousel may be detected.
By providing on a same rotating object several transponders
identifiable by personalized signatures, irregular deforma-
tions may be detected, for example, an out-of-roundness of
the rotating circular object.

The length variation of an element rotating around an axis,
for example, the arm of a weightlessness simulation centri-
fuge or the end of a helix blade, may also be determined.

It should be noted that a system implementing the
described method may, provided to add appropriate signal
processing means, further be used to provide an indication of
the speed and/or the stopping and/or the starting of a rotating
object, such as for example a dishwasher sprinkler, a possible
blocking of which can thus be detected. It may also be used to
determine a stopping position, for example, 1n the case of a
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merry-go-round for which one or several successive stopping,
positions are desired to be set.

Having thus described at least one illustrative embodiment
of the invention, various alterations, modifications, and
improvements will readily occur to those skilled 1n the art.
Such alterations, modifications, and improvements are
intended to be within the spirit and scope of the mvention.
Accordingly, the foregoing description 1s by way of example
only and 1s not mntended as limiting. The invention 1s limited
only as defined in the following claims and the equivalents
thereto.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method of detection of a distance variation between an
object rotating around an axis and a terminal fixed 1n position
with respect to the axis and capable of emitting a radio-
frequency field for at least one resonant circuit attached to the
object, comprising:

measuring and recording, on the terminal side, a maximum

value of a quantity representative of the coupling
between an oscillating circuit of the terminal and said at
least one resonant circuit; and

detecting a variation, over multiple rotations of the rotating

object, of the maximum value, wherein the detected
variation 1n the maximum value 1s representative of a
distance variation over time with respect to the axis.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said at least one resonant
circuit 1s an element of a transponder capable of transmitting
a signature to the terminal.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein a reference value of said
quantity 1s measured and recorded, on the terminal side, 1n an
initial condition of the object.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein an off-load value of said
quantity 1s measured and recorded, on the terminal side, 1n the
absence of the object, said detection being performed based
on the variation of the quotient of this off-load value to the
measured value with respect to the quotient of this off-load
value to the reference value.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein a series resistance of the
oscillating circuit of the terminal 1s adjusted so that the ret-
erence value corresponds to an optimum coupling position
between the terminal and the resonant circuit.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the value of the series
resistance 1s selected so that the ratio between the off-load
value and the reference value 1s approximately equal to 2.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein said quantity 1s data
relative to the current in the oscillating circuit or to the voltage
thereacross.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the object 1s a tire of a
wheel assembled on an axle and the resonant circuit 1s
attached to the tire 1n a fixed position with respect to 1ts tread.

9. A system of detection of a distance variation of an object
rotating about an axis with respect to the axis, comprising:

a terminal 1n a fixed position with respect to the axis and

capable of emitting a radio frequency field; and

at least one resonant circuit attached to the object, wherein

the terminal 1s configured to implement the method of
claim 1.

10. The system of claim 9, further comprising means for
detecting the stopping or the starting of the rotating object.

11. The system of claim 10, further comprising means for
detecting the stopping position of the rotating object.

12. The system of claim 10, further comprising means for
measuring the speed of the rotating object.

13. A method for detecting a distance variation between an
object rotating about an axis of rotation and a terminal fixed 1n
position with respect to the axis of rotation, comprising:
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transmitting, by the terminal, a radio frequency field

toward the rotating object; and

measuring, by the terminal, a variation, over multiple rota-

tions of the rotating object, of a maximum coupling
between an oscillating circuit of the terminal and a reso-
nant circuit aifixed to the rotating object, wherein the
variation of the maximum coupling 1s indicative of a
distance variation over time between the rotating object
and the axis.

14. A method as defined 1n claim 13, wherein the resonant
circuit comprises an electronic tag.

15. A method as defined 1n claim 13, wherein the resonant
circuit comprises an electromagnetic transponder.

16. A method as defined in claim 13, further comprising
measuring a reference coupling between the oscillating cir-
cuit and the resonant circuit and comparing the measured
maximum coupling with the reference coupling to thereby
determine the distance variation.

17. A method as defined in claim 13, further comprising
adjusting the oscillating circuit for a maximum value of cou-
pling between the oscillating circuit and the resonant circuit.

18. A method as defined 1n claim 13, wherein the rotating
object 1s a tire of a vehicle.

19. A method as defined in claim 18, wherein transmaitting
the radio frequency field comprises directing the radio fre-
quency lield at a tread of the tire.

20. A method as defined 1n claim 18, wherein transmitting,
the radio frequency field comprises directing the radio fre-
quency lield along aradial direction with respect to the axis of
rotation of the tire.

21. A method as defined 1n claim 18, wherein the measured
distance variation 1s representative of an intlation level of the
tire.

22. A method as defined 1n claim 18, wherein the measured
distance variation 1s representative of tread wear of the tire.

23. A method as defined in claim 13, wherein measuring,
comprises measuring a current or a voltage of the oscillating
circuit.

24. A method as defined 1n claim 23, further comprising
measuring a reference value of the current or the voltage of
the oscillating circuit 1n an 1mtial condition of the rotating
object.

25. A method as defined 1n claim 24, further comprising

comparing the measured current or voltage to the reference
value to determine the distance variation.

26. A system to detect a distance variation between an
object rotating about an axis of rotation and the axis of rota-
tion, comprising;

a terminal mounted 1n a fixed position with respect to the
axis of rotation, the terminal including an oscillating
circuit configured to transmit a radio frequency field
toward the rotating object; and

a resonant circuit aifixed to the rotating object, wherein the
terminal 1s configured to measure a variation, over mul-
tiple rotations of the rotating object, of a maximum
coupling between the oscillating circuit and the resonant
circuit and wherein the variation of the maximum cou-
pling 1s 1ndicative of the distance variation over time
between the rotating object and the axis.

27. A system as defined in claim 26, wherein the resonant
circuit comprises an electronic tag or an electromagnetic
transponder.

28. A system as defined 1n claim 26, wherein the terminal 1s
configured to measure a reference coupling between the
oscillating circuit and the resonant circuit and to compare the
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measured maximum coupling with the reference coupling to
thereby determine the distance vanation between the rotating
object and the axis.

29. A system as defined 1n claim 26, wherein the terminal 1s
turther configured to adjust the oscillating circuit for a maxi-
mum value of coupling between the oscillating circuit and the
resonant circuit.

30. A system as defined 1n claim 26, wherein the resonant
circuit 1s atfixed to a tire of a vehicle.

31. A system as defined in claim 30, wherein the terminal 1s
configured to transmit a radio frequency field along a radial
direction with respect to the axis of rotation of the tire.
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