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of 1mage data. Such color conversion includes receiving the
image data from an mput imaging device and generating a
CMYK to CIELab model for conversion of the image data to
a color gamut of an output imaging device. From there, atable
of CMYK color values and corresponding CIELab color val-
ues 1s generated based on the model. The color conversion
then includes mapping the CIELab color values of the image
data to a CIELab color gamut of the output 1imaging device
such as a printer. The color conversion also includes compar-
ing the mapped CIELab color values to the CIELab color
values of the table to retrieve corresponding CMYK color
values and processing the retrieved CMYK color values (e.g.,
via multidimensional optimization) to convert the CIELab
color values of the image data to the CIELab color values of
the output imaging device.
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1
COLOR CONVERSION OF IMAGE DATA

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to the field of printing systems, and in
particular, to methods and systems for color conversions.

2. Statement of the Problem

In color printing, displaying, and reproduction, the term
gamut represents the set of colors that a color-reproduction
device 1s physically able to generate. Every device that dis-
plays or reproduces an image, such as a printer, momnitor,
scanner, or digital camera, may have 1ts own unique color
gamut. When an image 1s transierred from one device to
another, the color gamut of each device 1s examined to closely
match the color in the transierred 1image. That 1s, an attempt 1s
made to closely match the color gamut of the 1mage originat-
ing device in the device to which the image 1s being trans-
terred so as to provide the most aesthetically pleasing color
conversion. For example, the color gamut of a digital camera
1s generally greater than the color gamut of a printer. When
color values of the digital camera color gamut are mapped to
the color gamut of the printer, the conversion process gener-
ally requires intense analysis to ensure that the print quality 1s
suificiently high.

Adding to the complexity are the color spaces themselves.
For example, perceptual color spaces, such as CIELab, are
visualized as three dimensional color spaces, where every
color that humans can see 1s uniquely located. Though the
CIELab color space 1s a perceptual color space, 1t 1s not a
perceptually uniform color space as the Euclidean distance in
the space does not correspond to the perceptual distance. For
example, the magnitude of the perceptual color difference
generally depends upon the color location and the changing
direction in chroma and hue. CIELab increasingly overstates
the magnitudes of perceived chroma differences. The human
visual system (HVS) 1s sensitive to the change of chroma in
the neutral color area and insensitive to the change of the
chroma 1n a highly saturated color area. The CIELab color
space 15 also non-umiform regarding hue angle 1n that the
thresholds of visual tolerances are a function of hue angle. It
the non-uniformity of the CIELab color space 1n chroma and
hue 1s examined from another perspective, CIELab colors
have different characteristics at different locations. The
change of these characteristics 1s generally continuous.

Color conversion lookup tables are generated using this set
of data to convert color values of the CIELab space to the
CMYK space. However, the relationship between CMYK
color space and the CIELab color space 1s highly nonlinear
due to the interactions of cyan, magenta, yellow, and black
planes. The color conversions, therefore, generally require
complex functions. Moreover, certain CMYK values may be
mapped to the same CIELab value. Since the range of CIELab
color space 1s generally much larger than the range of the
CMYK color space, there are no CMYK conversions for
many CIELab values. Additionally, the CIELab to CMYK
conversion has one degree of freedom such that one CIELab
value may be mapped to several CMYK values. Since no
function exists for the CIELab to CMYK color conversion,

the conversion 1s generally achieved by converting the
CIFELab values to CMY wvalues first with K, or black toner,
being later added to each CMY value, yielding inaccurate
color conversions that are not aesthetically pleasing. Accord-
ingly, there exists a need to convert colors while ensuring that
the converted colors are aesthetically pleasing and vivid.

SUMMARY OF THE SOLUTION

Embodiments of the invention solve the above and other
related problems with methods and associated systems by
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providing highly accurate color conversion of color values of
image data 1n one color space to the color gamut of an output
imaging device, such as a printer. In one embodiment, a
method of converting CIELab color values 1n image data to a
color gamut of an output 1maging device includes receiving
the 1mage data from an mput imaging device, generating a

CMYK to CIELab model (e.g., via a radial basis function),
and generating a data set, or “lookup table”, of CMYK color
values and corresponding CIELab color values based on the
CMYK to CIELab model and a multidimensional optimiza-
tion without generating the CIELab to CMYK reverse model.

In other words, the CIELab to CMYK color conversion may
be performed based on the CMYK to CIELab model and the
multidimensional optimization. The method also includes
mapping the CIELab color values of the image data to a
CIELab color gamut of the output imaging device and com-
paring the mapped CIELab color values to the CIELab color
values of the table to retrieve corresponding CMYK color
values. For example, CIELab color values 1n the lookup table
that most closely match the mapped color values may be
located and the corresponding CMYK color values used as a
starting point for multidimensional optimization. In this
regard, the method may include processing the retrieved
CMYK color values to convert the CIELab color values of the
image data to color values of the output imaging device. Once
the mapped color values are deemed acceptable, the con-
verted 1mage data may be presented to the output 1maging
device.

Processing the retrieved CMYK color values may include
optimizing the the retrieved CMYK color values using the
CMYK to CIELab model. For example, the CMYK color
values may be optimized via an optimization algorithm, such
as Newton’s method using the CMYK to CIELab model.
Comparing the mapped CIELab color values to the CIELab
color values 1n the lookup table may include identifying the
corresponding CMYK color values via a color difference
model for computing differences between gamut mapped
original CIELAB color values of the table and CIELab color
values of the 1image data.

In another embodiment, a color conversion system include
an output imaging device having a color gamut and operable
to present 1mage data from an input imaging device, wherein
the image data has a plurality of color values. The system also
includes a processor operable to recerve the image data from
the mput 1maging device, generate a lookup table of color
values based on the model, map the color values of the image
data to a color gamut of the output imaging device, compare
the mapped color values to the color values of the table to
retrieve from the table corresponding color values in the color
gamut of the imaging device, and process the retrieved color
values via a multidimensional optimization (e.g., Newton’s
method) to convert the color values of the image data to the
color values of the output imaging device.

In another embodiment, a printing system includes a
printer operable to print to a tangible medium and a printer
controller operable to process a print job from a host system
and transfer the processed print job to the printer. The print
10b 1ncludes 1image data having color values and the printer
controller includes a processor operable to generate a CMYK
to CIELab model, generate a table of CM YK color values and
corresponding CIELab color values based on the model, map
the CIELab color values of the image data to a CIELab color
gamut of the printer, compare the mapped CIELab color
values to the CIELab color values of the table to retrieve
corresponding CMYK color values, and process the retrieved
CMYK color values to convert the CIELab color values of the
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image data to the CIELab color values of the printer prior to
printing to the tangible medium.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The same reference number represents the same element or
the same type of element on all drawings.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a color conversion system in
one exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FI1G. 2 illustrates a printing system with color conversion in
one exemplary embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates the non umiformity of CIELab chroma.

FIG. 4 1s a graphical 1illustration of the Mimimax Charac-
terization Theorem (MCT).

FIG. 5 1s a graph of exemplary toner/ink values used in
color conversion 1n one exemplary embodiment of the mven-
tion.

FI1G. 6 1s a flowchart illustrating a method of color conver-
s10n 1n one exemplary embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1-6 and the following description depict specific
exemplary embodiments of the present invention to teach
those skilled 1n the art how to make and use the invention. For
the purpose of this teaching, some conventional aspects of the
invention have been simplified or omitted. Those skilled 1n
the art will appreciate variations from these embodiments that
tall within the scope of the present invention. Those skilled 1n
the art will appreciate that the features described below can be
combined 1n various ways to form multiple variations of the
present invention. As a result, the invention 1s not limited to
the specific embodiments described below, but only by the
claims and their equivalents.

FI1G. 1 1s a block diagram of a color conversion system 100
in one exemplary embodiment of the mvention. The color
conversion system 100 includes at least two 1maging devices
having differing color gamuts. As mentioned, 1n color repro-
duction, a color gamut 1s a set of discrete colors that are used
to represent the color capabilities of a particular device. Dii-
ferent 1imaging devices may use different color gamuts to
represent those color capabilities. For example, a digital cam-
era may use one color gamut to represent an actual image
while a printer may use another color gamut to represent the
image captured by the digital camera. In this context, digitiz-
ing a photograph and converting it to a different color space
generally alters the color gamut 1n the sense that some of the
colors inthe original image of the digital camera are lostin the
process.

To perform the color conversion, the color conversion sys-
tem 100 may include a computer system 102 that communi-
catrvely couples between devices to convert the color values
of 1mage data from one device to the color gamut of another.
For example, the computer system 102 may be communica-
tively coupled to a printer 106 having an output color gamut.
The computer system 102 may also be communicatively
coupled to one or more 1maging devices, such as the camera
116 and the scanner 114. The computer system 102 may
include a processor 110 and software istructions that direct
the processor 110 to prepare an 1mage captured by the imag-
ing device for printing on the printer 106. In doing so, the
computer system 102 may determine the color space of the
captured image as well as a color gamut of the printer 106 and
numerically map the color values of the captured image to the
color gamut of the printer 106 through the use of a numerical
model. The techniques described herein provide for a more
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accurate color conversion thereby rendering an aesthetically
pleasing 1mage when presented to the printer medium 108
(e.g., paper).

To further illustrate, printer color conversion from a
CIELab color space to a CMYK color space includes a three-
dimensional color space to a four-dimensional color space
mapping. In this regard, there exists one degree of freedom 1n
the color conversion. Generally, i a model 1s developed
directly from the CIELab color space to the CMYK color
space, 1image quality 1s poor. In the past, to overcome such
problems, the CIELab color space would 1n1tially be mapped
to the CMY color space with the K, or black, being added
alterwards. However, due to the highly nonlinear behavior of
color toners, this solution does not present accurate results.
The color conversion system 100 described herein overcomes
such 1nadequacies by providing CMYK to CIELab color
conversion with a “forward model” that 1s relatively easier to
compute and more accurate without the need for computing a
CIELab to CMY reverse model.

To implement the CIELab to CMYK color conversion, the
processor 110 may obtain node points 1n a lookup table of a
CIELab to CMYK color conversion based on a CMYK to
CIELab conversion model, or “forward model”. In doing so,
the processor 110 may generate a CMYK to CIELab conver-
s1on model using a radial basis function. The lookup table 1s
then generated from that model. The lookup table may
include several values for each color component (1.e., C, M, Y,
and K). In one embodiment, the lookup table includes a
17x17x17x17 listing of CMYK values. The CIELab values
of the image data are then gamut mapped to a CIELab color
space of the output 1imaging device, such as that of the printer
106. For each mapped CIELab value, the closest CIELab
value 1s located in the lookup table using a color difference
model. The CMYK value corresponding to the closest
CIELab value may then be used as an 1nitial point for multi-
dimensional optimization. For example, Newton’s method or
another optimization algorithm may be applied to the CMYK
color values until the color conversion reaches some requisite
level of 1mage quality (e.g., when the color difference
between the gamut mapped original CIELab color values of
the 1mage data and the calculated CIELab color values
reaches to 107"2).

Although shown and described as being configured within
a computer system 102, the invention 1s not intended to be so
limited. For example, the color conversion described herein
may be implemented in soitware instructions that are oper-
able within a varniety of devices, such as the print controller of
a large-scale printing system, as shown and described in FIG.
2. Thus, the processor 110 1s merely intended to 1llustrate any
processor suitable for implementing the color conversion
algorithms described herein. The color conversion algorithms
also provide for the mapping of color values to virtually any
imaging device and not simply to a printer. For example, the
color conversion algorithms described herein may be used to
convert the color values of image data from the scanner 114 to
the gamut of the computer monitor 112 or a like device. In this
regard, the forward model may be generated using other color
spaces.

FIG. 2 1llustrates a printing system 200 employing a color
conversion system 100 that 1s used to convert color values 1n
image data to the color gamut of a printer, in one exemplary
embodiment of the invention. In this regard, the color conver-
s1on system 100 may be implemented as software instructions
that direct the printer controller 202 to perform the color
conversion 1n a manner similar to that performed by the
processor 110 of FIG. 1. The printing system 200 receives
print jobs from one or more host systems 201 that are com-
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municatively coupled to the printing system 200. Thus, when
a host system user wishes to print on the two-sided medium
213, the host system user may generate a print job that directs
the rasterizer 208 to do so. The printing system 200 includes
a printer controller 202 that recetves the print job and raster-
1zes the print job via the rasterizer 208. Rasterization gener-
ally regards the conversion of an 1mage described 1n a vector
graphics format into a raster image of pixels such as a bitmap
for output to a video display or printer. Examples of the
two-sided medium 213 include paper, transparent film, and
any other type of material capable of being imprinted.

Prior to rasterization, the color conversion system 100
receives the image data of the print job and performs a color
conversion of the color values therein such that they are
aesthetically presentable on the two-sided medium 213. As
mentioned, the color conversion system 100 generates a for-
ward model of the color conversion using a radial basis func-
tion. That 1s, the color conversion system 100 may approxi-
mate the color values of the image data using RBFs and
accordingly convert the original color values to the color
values of the printing system 200 prior to printing to the
two-sided medium 213 1n the manner described above.

Those skilled 1n the art should also readily recognize that
the printer controller 202 may be implemented in soiftware,
hardware, firmware, or a combination thereof to perform the
various Iunctions associated with the printer controller 202
including the novel aspects of color conversion as described
herein.

Before discussing the numerical models for CIELab to
CMYK and CMYK to CIELab color conversions in detail, a
discussion of color spaces 1s now presented to guide the
reader through an understanding of color conversions and
gamut mapping. Perceptual color spaces, such as CIEXYZ
and CIELab, are visualized as three dimensional color spaces,
where every color that humans can see 1s uniquely located.
The location of any color 1n the space 1s determined by 1ts
color coordinates. In the CIEXYZ color space, the compo-
nents are X, Y, and Z, where Y 1s luminance, X and Z do not
correlate to color appearances. In the CIELab color space: the
components are L*, a*, and b*, where L* 15 lightness of the
color (e.g., L*=0 yields black and L*=100 indicates white),
a* 1s the value between red and green (e.g., negative values
indicate green and positive values indicate red), and b* 1s the
value between yellow and blue (e.g., negative values indicate
blue and positive values 1indicate yellow). The CIELab color
space can also be described using cylindrical coordinates 1n
the L*C*h color space where C*_, 1s the chroma coordinate,
and h 1s the hue coordinate. Below are the mathematical
expressions to convert a* and b* mto C*_, and h:

C*, = Va2 + b2 (Eq. 1)

bﬂ-‘-
h=tzm(—]
ﬂﬂ-‘-

The relationship between CIEXYZ and CIELab may be
described using the following equations:

(Eq. 2)

[* = 116f(}/i)—16, (. 3)

M

=i ) B 4
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-continued

s = 20(s( L) 1(Z)

(Eq. 5)

£

here X .Y , 7 are the tristimulus values of a reference
hite and generally referred to as the white point, described
as

£

(1
x3

x > 0.008856 (Eq. ©6)

flx)=

16 '
7787 + —- x < 0.008856
T T Y

The color difference 1n either CIEXYZ or CIELab 1s gen-

erally calculated using the Fuclidean distance. Though the
CIEXYZ and CIELab color spaces are perceptual color
spaces, they are not perceptually uniform color spaces as the
Euclidean distance in the space does not correspond to per-
ceptual distance. For example, the colors that have the same
Euclidean distance with respect to an anchor color are on a
circle. However, these circles are transformed to ellipsoids
when the human perceptual distances are measured. The
major axis of the ellipsoid represents the higher tolerance of
the color difference and the minor axis of the ellipsoid repre-
sents the lower tolerance for the color difference. The CIELab
color space 1s a perceptually more uniform color space than
the CIEXY Z color space. Thus, the CIELab color space 1s the
color space used most often for color-difference evaluations.

In the CIELab color space, the magnitude of the perceptual
color difference generally depends upon the color location
and the changing direction in chroma and hue. CIELab
increasingly overstates the magnitudes of percerved chroma
differences. For example, the human visual system (HVS) 1s
sensitive to the change of chroma 1n the neutral color area.
The HVS 1s insensitive to the change of the chroma 1n a highly
saturated color area. FIG. 3 illustrates such change with the
ellipsoid size increases 301.

The CIELab color space 1s also non-uniform regarding hue
angle 1n that the thresholds of visual tolerances are a function
of hue angle. If the non-uniformity of the CIELab color space
in chroma and hue 1s examined from another perspective,
CIELab colors have different characteristics at different loca-
tions. The change of these characteristics 1s generally con-
tinuous. Color difference models correlate the perceptual dis-
tance with the Euclidean distance in the CIElab color space
based on vast amounts of color difference experimental data.

There are several CIE perceptual-based color difference
models. For example, CIEDE2000 calculates the perceptual
difference by weighted lightness difference, chroma differ-
ence, hue difference, and the interaction between the chroma
and the hue difference. However, the CIEDE2000 was devel-
oped for small color differences and does not perform well for
large color differences. The empirical weighted color differ-
ences of lightness, chroma, and hue are often used {for
CIEDE2000, with higher weighting factors for hue and light-
ness differences and lower weighting factor for chroma dii-
terences. The color difference calculated using the Fuclidean
distance 1n CIELab 1s called deltaE, (also referred as AE, or
dE _..) dE,, represents the color difference calculated using
CIEDE2000.

A typical imaging system consists of a source device (e.g.,
scanner 114, digital camera 116, etc), a display device (e.g.,
monitor 112) and a destination device (e.g., printer 106). Each
of these devices produces and interprets colors differently.
This creates a significant problem 1n terms of color accuracy
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and consistency 1n color reproduction. For example, a cus-
tomer’s banking statement may contain several objects that
originated from different devices and software, such as a
personal photo taken by a digital camera, a car advertisement
scanned from a picture, the background graphics created by a
graphic package, etc. It 1s difficult to predict what these colors
look like when displayed on different monitors or printed
from different printers. The color management described
herein provides for more consistent and predictable colors
throughout all parts of the color reproduction chain.

In general, there are two types of color management sys-
tems among color devices: additive systems such as the moni-
tor 112 and subtractive systems such as the printer 106. In
additive systems, colors are transmitted lights. Red, green and
blue lights are referred as the additive primary colors. When
used 1n various degrees of intensity and variation, they create
all other colors of light. When superimposed equally, they
create gray. Primary colors of subtractive systems like print-
ers may be cyan, magenta, yellow, and black that are used
together to effectively create a multitude of other colors based
on the subtractive color theory.

The color conversions for an additive system are normally
between the RGB color space and CIEXYZ color space.
These conversions are relatively straightforward since the
gamma corrected RGB primaries are linearly related to XY Z
values 1n the CIEXY Z space for most devices. An example of
such conversion 1s the conversion for the RGB colors
described as follows:

(XY (04124 0.3576 0.1805\ &(Ksgp) (Eq. 7)
Y |=]0.2126 0.7152 0.0722 || g(Gsrep) |, where
L Z ) \0.0193 0.1192 0.9505 \ g(Bggs) |
(K o Ea §
(1”), K > 0.4045 (£q. o)
g(k) =<
. T7o3 otherwise

v =2.2, and a = 0.05).

As 1s known, color printers may be toner-based or ink-
based. Most of the printers are only able to produce a limited
numbers of gray levels (e.g., a binary printer produces two
levels (1.e., 0 and 1) 2-bit printers produce levels 01 0 1, 2, and
3). In order to produce continuous tone 1imagery that contains
an 1nfinite range of colors or grays, a reprographic technique
called halftoning 1s applied to create the 1llusion of continu-
ous tone 1mages through the use of dot arrangements and dots
of varying size. The combination of the printer haliftone
design and the specific toner/ink selection determine the
number of colors that a printer 1s physically able to produce
which 1s called its gamut. The gamut 1s measured in the
CIELab color space.

Printer color conversions depend the toner/ink selections
and the halftone design. The conversions are generally per-
formed between a device-dependent color space (CMYK)
and a device-independent color space (CIELab). Often the
format of the color conversion 1s an equally spaced lookup
table, the values of which are either 1-byte or 2-byte integers.

In generating a printer color conversion, CMYK color
patches whose values span the CMYK color spaces are
printed. Each component value of CMYK 1s normally a
1-byte integer. The printed patches are measured using a
spectral photometer which measures the spectral reflectance
of each patch under a standard 1lluminant. The software 1n the
spectral photometer calculates the tristimulus values and con-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

verts these values to CIELab values. The CIELab values are
floating point numbers. Followed by the implementation of a
data modeling algorithm and a gamut mapping algorithm, the
color conversions LUTSs are generated using this set of data.
The CMYK and the CIELab values are normalized to the
range o1 0 to 1 for these calculations. Both CMYK to CIELab

and CIELab to CMYK conversions may be generated for a
color printer. The CMYK to CIELab color conversion is used
when an 1mage generated in this CMYK color space 1s to
display on a monitor or to print on a different color printer. In
other words, this conversion i1s used when the printer CMYK
color space 1s used as a source color space. The CIELab to
CMYK color conversion 1s used when the CIELab color
space 1s the source color space.

For many color printers, the relationship between CMYK
color space and the CIELab color space 1s highly nonlinear
due to the interactions of cyan, magenta, yellow, and black
planes in the printer subtractive system, thereby requiring
complex functions. Another complication to the printer color
conversion 1s due to the halftone design. Most halitone tech-
niques are capable of creating color gray levels continuously.
However, an abrupt change of two adjacent levels 1s a weak-
ness 1n many halftone designs. Thus, the color conversion
between CMYK and CIELab may be continuous but not
differentiable.

The CMYK to CIELab color conversion 1s neither injective
nor subjective. For example, every color in the CMYK color
space may be mapped to a color 1n the CIELab color space.
However, different CMYK values may also be mapped to the
same CIELab value. So the CMYK to CIELab color conver-
s1on 1s not mnjective. The range of CIELab color space 1s much
larger than the range of CMYK color space. That 1s, for many
CIELab values, there are no CM YK values such that (C, M,
Y, K)—=(L, a, b). Thus the CMYK to CIELab color conversion
1s not subjective.

Additionally, the CIELab to CMYK conversion 1s from R3
to R4. Thus, only one degree of freedom 1n this conversion
exists and one CIELab value may be mapped to several
CMYK values. On the other hand, because of the smaller
gamut ol the color printer, not every CIELab value can be

mapped to a CMYK value. Since no function exists for the
CIELab to CMYK color conversion, the conversion 1s
achieved by converting the CIELab values to CMY values
first and a special rule 1s created for adding the black toner to
cach CMY value.

The CIELab to CMY color conversion within a printer
gamut 1s both injective and subjective. That 1s, virtually every
CIELab value inside the printer color gamut can be mapped to
a unique color 1 the CMY color space. So the CIELab to
CMY color conversion 1s mnjective within color gamut. Addi-
tionally, for CMY values, there exists a CIELab value such
that g (L, a, b)—=(C, M, Y) where the CIELab to CMY color
conversion 1s subjective. Out-of gamut CIELab values gen-
crally cannot be mapped to a CMY value. Therefore, no
functions exist for the CIELab to CMY conversion outside the
printer gamut and color conversion between the CMYK and
CIELab color spaces 1s achieved by approximation.

Understanding the sources of error 1s important for the
design of an approximation model. In addition, 1t 1s important
to understand how these errors interfere with human percep-
tions for the design of the printer color conversion model.
There are four significant sources of error 1n the color con-
version process. These errors are normally measured with the
Euclidean distance in the CIELab color space, AE, and
include:




US 8,547,609 B2

9

1. measurement errors from the instrument, which are nor-
mally smaller than 1 AE;
2. errors due to the machine reliability and repeatability,

which for a well-calibrated printer are generally smaller
than 2 units of AE;

3. errors due to paper roughness and non-uniform paper

fibers and fillers, which are typically smaller than 1 unit
of AE; and
4. errors from the model of the color conversion, which

average around 3-4 units of AE with a maximum error
between about 10 to 20 units of AE.

Because human perceptual tolerance varies from location
to location 1n the CIELab color space, care 1s taken 1n the
approximation algorithms in different color areas. For colors
in neutral areas, the visual color difference tolerance 1s low
(around 1 AE). The interpolation errors in these regions are
generally small. If the accumulated errors from the first three
categories are added to the modeling data, the effect of the
outliers in the modeling set should be minimized. For the
medium colors, with the increase of the chroma values 1n
these areas, the perceptual tolerance increases. Though the
outliers still exist, they play a much less important role 1n the
color conversion. It is appropriate to design an approximation
model to minimize the least squares error. For colors in the
highly saturated color regions, interpolation errors are rela-
tively high. The approximation algorithm 1s used to minimize
the maximum error 1n the interpolation.

In general, color conversion approximation algorithms aim
at minimizing least square errors. Due to the sources of error
described above, emphasis 1s placed on the L, error criteria, in
particular the L, and L, error for a robust neutral area color
conversion and the reduction of maximum error 1n the satu-
rated color regions. One approximation model includes the
natural neighbor interpolation method, which 1s based on the
Vorono1 region. A Vorono1 region V, 1s a set of points for
which a center ¢, 1s the nearest center vector, as follows:

(Eq. 9)

where 1 1s the set of center indices. This interpolation method
1s a local region-based weighting method generally provides
better underlying printer characteristics.

Global 1interpolation methods may also include the inverse
distance weighting method and the RBF method. For the
inverse distance weighting method, data points are used to
interpolate a value by assuming that interpolated values are
alfected more by nearby points and less by more distant
points. The assumption 1s not accurate for colors in many
regions. Thus, this method has yielded relatively poor color
conversion results. RBF data fitting equipped with an L,
error-criterion, on the other hand, improves color conversion.
The embodiments described herein also take into account
perceptual color difference tolerance. As mentioned, percep-
tual color difference tolerances generally vary over different
CIELab color regions. Taking this into account, the RBF data
fitting technique has the advantage of minimizing color dii-
terences 1n different areas with respect to human perceptions
or vield results.

Although black toner/ink 1s one of the primaries 1n a color
printer, the black toner/ink actually serves as a “secondary”
toner 1n color printing. Because the mix of cyan, magenta, and
yellow toner/ink produces a “muddy brown™ instead of black,
black toner/ink 1s added in to make a more rich black and
thereby make other colors richer and darker. Black toner/ink
also typically costs less than cyan, magenta, and yellow toner/
ink making the embodiments herein more advantageous from
a cost perspective.

V;={xeR":i=arg miﬂjd‘h_cju}:
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Printer CIELab to CMYK color conversion maps from R3
to R4. Additionally, CIELab 1s mapped to the CMY color
space using an interpolation technique, then black toner/ink
denoted by K, 1s added. The amount of cyan, magenta, yellow
toner/ink may be adjusted by applying the under color
removal (UCR) and the under color addition (UCA) correc-
tions. The typical way of applying UCR 1s to remove equal
amounts of yellow, magenta, and cyan and replace them with
the same amount of black. Gray component replacement
(GCR) 1s the result of UCR followed by UCA. However,
colors resulting from UCR are generally dark, less saturated,
and hue shifted. UCA may be applied to improve the weak-
ness of UCR. Small portions of the three colors of cyan,
magenta, and yellow may be added back to these areas. The
UCA process 1s empirical and relatively processor intensive
due to the mapping from a lower dimensional space to a
higher dimensional space (e.g., R3 to R4) and the lack of a
high fidelity model describing the nonlinear behavior of each
toner. UCA 1s normally achieved by printing many patches
and choosing the best results. In practice, the UCR and UCA
correction schemes introduce errors 1n the color conversion
Process.

Because the CIELab to CMYK conversion 1s a map from
R3 to R4, a set of CMYK values corresponding to the same
CIELab value may be established. In this regard, g denotes a
mapping from the CIELab values to the CMYK values such
that

A(CMIK)Di=1,2,. .. k}st,g (CM LK) D=
(L,a,b),

where, 1=1; 2; . . . ; k. These level sets of CMYK values may
be found through an optimization process 1f approximation
models are developed for the CMYK to CIELab conversion
and the CIELab to CMY conversion.

As mentioned, gamut mismatch 1s problematic in color
reproduction systems since each device has a different gamut.
In general mput devices such as digital cameras, scanners,
etc., generate more colors than the output devices such as
color printers. When the mnput color space is larger than the
gamut of the output color device, gamut mapping algorithms
are applied. The gamut mapping process transforms a point 1n
the source gamut to a realizable color 1nside the gamut of the
output device (e.g., a destination gamut). The form of this
transformation can impact the quality of the reproduced
images, especially print images. For high-end digital printers,
the gamut 1s relatively small. The maximum error of color
conversions normally derives from mapping an outside-
gamut color to an mnside-gamut color mapping.

In the gamut mapping process, a device color gamut
boundary may be mitially 1dentified. The calculated bound-
aries are normally connected lines. Previous gamut mapping
algorithms mapped out-of-gamut points directly to the desti-
nation gamut. The most typical gamut mappings include clip-
ping and scaling algorithms. Clipping algorithms clip out-oi-
gamut points to the destination gamut boundary. Scaling
algorithms, on the other hand, scale the input color gamut to
output color gamut such that some out-of-gamut points are
mapped inside the destination gamut while others are mapped
to the boundary of the destination gamut. The mapping direc-
tions may include a choice of lines along which the mapping
1s applied (e.g., a line changing in chroma at constant light-
ness and hue) that are often decided based on visual experi-
ments. The mapping directions may also be along the lines of
constant perceptual attribute predictors (e.g., constant light-
ness and hue, constant saturation and hue), along the lines
towards a single center-of-gravity (e.g., the center 1s the com-
pression towards L*=30 on lightness axis), along the lines

(Eq. 10)
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towards variable center-of-gravity (e.g., the cusp 1s the com-
pression towards lightness of cusp on lightness axis), or along
the lines towards the nearest color 1n the reproduction gamut
(e.g. as 1s the case with minimum AE clipping).

The large variability 1n past color gamut mapping suggests 3
that no universal gamut mapping algorithm works for every
device and image. Ideal gamut mapping generally depends on
image content, preservation of percerved hue throughout
color space, and the extent of the gamut mismatch 1n various
regions of color space. Relationships among color data devel- 10
oped by a numerical model have not previously been consid-
ered 1n the gamut mapping process. The underlying relation-
ship among color data may more accurately retain or
rationally transform after gamut mapping. Such 1s achieved
herein using a numerical model with guidance from the per- 15
ceptual model.

The numerical model quantitatively compares the color
difference between the original color and the printed color.
The oniginal colors are the CIELab colors. These colors are
converted with the printer color conversion to the CMYK 20
colors. The CMYK colors are sent to the printer to print and
then measured by spectral photometers. The numerical
method tests the approximation errors 1nside color gamut and
gamut mapping results out-side the color gamut. The mean
error and the maximum error may be calculated using either 25
dE _, or dEDD for the color conversion mside the printer gamut.
The maximum conversion error 1s often weighted more than
the mean error 1n the evaluation because the color difference
1s more objectionable than the average color difference.

The perceptual model, on the other hand, correlates human 30
perceptions with physical stimuli. A set of test images 1includ-
ing pictorial 1mages, vector graphics, and text samples are
printed from the printer. The colors 1n the images include
highlight colors, low-light colors, saturated colors, and out-
of-gamut colors. Observers look at these images and make 35
perceptual judgments based on the selected psychophysics
method, such as the paired comparison method. On such
experiments, observers are asked to compare an 1mage pair
converted by different color conversion methods. The origi-
nal photos are normally presented as the reference. Typical 40
questions are “Which one do you like better?”, “Which one 1s
more similar to the original image?”, etc. The data1s analyzed
and converted to perceptual values using Thurstone’s law of
comparative judgment.

To assist the reader 1n the development of the numerical 45

model, this disclosure broken into certain sections. Specifi-
cally, the sections are entitled “FITTING NON-LINEAR

SCATTERED DATA”, “OVERDETERMINED LINEAR
SYSTEMS IN THE L_ SENSE”, “COLOR CONVERSION
USING THE L, NORM APPROXIMATION” “ONE 50
DIMENSIONAL COLOR MANIFOLDS IN THE CMYK
COLOR SPACE”, “COLOR CONVERSION WITH INK
LIMITATIONS”, and “GAMUT MAPPING”. The section
entitled “FITTING NON-LINEAR SCATTERED DATA”
provides the reader with a detailed description of solving 55
printer color conversion problems using RBFs and data fitting
techniques adapted to the L and the L, error criteria. The
section enfitled “OVERDETERMINED LINEAR SYS-
TEMS IN THE L., SENSE” presents the reader with the
Barrodale and Phillips dual algorithm (the “BP” algorithm) 60
and the Bartels, Conn, and L1 primal algorithm (the “BC”
algorithm) for converting relatively large sparse problems to
linear programming problems. The section entitled “COLOR
CONVERSION USING THE L, NORM APPROXIMA-
TION” 1llustrates a general L, approximation for overdeter- 65
mined linear systems, the BR algorithm for solving the primal
problem, and the L, approximation as 1t 1s used in color

12

conversion. The section entitled “ONE DIMENSIONAL
COLOR MANIFOLDS IN THE CMYK COLOR SPACE”
introduces the reader to an optimized GCR algorithm with

relatively high quality toner/ink selection. The section
entitled “COLOR CONVERSION WITH INK LIMITA-

TIONS” discusses toner/ink limitations implemented as a
constraint 1n the linear programming problem formulations.
The section entitled “GAMUT MAPPING” introduces the
reader to the concept of numerical gamut mapping based on
the RBFs discussed above and enhanced by the perceptual
gamut mapping.

Fitting Non-Linear Scattered Data

Problems with the mterpolation techniques are overcome
through the use of RBF's that include data fitting techniques
adapted to L, and L, error criteria. Additionally, a perceptual
color model 1s used to guide the implementation of the RBFs.
For example, 1n order to solve nonlinear approximation prob-
lem using RBFs, a clustering algorithm 1s employed using the
combination of the Linde-Buzo-Gray (LBG) algorithm and
the covariance matrix-based algorithm. RBFs may then be
selected and parameters thereof may be optimized. Approxi-
mation algorithms are generated for the L, norm (emphasis
onthel ., L,, and [, norm) for the neutral, intermediate, and
saturated color areas. A K-fold cross validation then refines
the model parameters and an optimized overlapping area
between two different models 1s determined.

Theoretically, a color printer 1s capable of producing at
least 4 bytes of colors (1 byte each of cyan, magenta, yellow,
and black). A subset of these CMYK colors and their associ-
ated CIELab values may be used to generate a color conver-
sion model. Because of the underlying complicated charac-
teristics of a color printer, a large CMYK data set and the
associated CIELab values (often above 2000 data points) are
selected to generate the color conversion model. The data
selection depends 1n part on the halftone design which occa-
sionally yields a nonlinear response. The data selection also
depends on the perceptual color difference tolerance as the
perceptual color difference tolerances vary over different
CIELab color regions. Therefore, different color conversion

* it il

models should be generated for different regions based on the
perceptual color difference tolerance. The continuity and
smoothness of these color conversion models are important to
the overall quality of the color conversion. RBFs provide the
flexibility of applying to both the iterpolation and approxi-
mation data fitting problems. RBFs are useful to interpolate
scattered data as the associated system of linear equations 1s
invertible under relatively mild conditions on the locations of
the data points.

Generally, RBFs are useful for approximating an unknown

function from the data in the form

N (Eq. 11)
f0)=Ax+ag+ ) widlllx —cil)).
=1

where 1(x) 1s assumed to be continuous and differentiable
over a compact domain of xeR” and F(x)eR. The term Ax
represents the linear component of the mapping and the offset
a, allows for the mean of the data to be non-zero. The non-
linear portion of the map 1s represented by the superposition
of the nonlinear function ¢ weighted by vectors w.,.

The RBF has several important features. For example, the
welght parameters may be determined using linear models,
the RBFs may be either local or global and the locations of the
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basis functions may be adapted using different clustering
routines. For color conversion, the Voronoi region, for
example, may provide relatively good clustering because 1t
can incorporate the color difference model to characterize
cach cluster with 1ts umique characteristics. Also, RBFs gen-
crally do not require data to lie on any sort of regular grid and
the function F(x) is continuous and differentiable.

Traditionally, the weights w, were determined by minimiz-
ing the mean-square error. However, due to the unique error
characteristics 1n color conversion, the algorithms for solving
the RBFs” weights using L, norm emphasizes L. norm, L,
norm, and L, norm. Accordingly, the approach describes
herein includes choosing a training/testing data set for color
conversion, clustering the color data, determining the centers
optimizing the number of centers, and optimizing RBFs and
parameter selections. Then, the L ) norm selections (specifi-
cally, the L., L., and L, norms) may be optimized and the
RBFs combined with linear programming for the L., norm
and L, norm approximation employing the duality theorem.
Thereatter, the perceptual color model may be employed to
improve the qualitative result.

The color conversion model 1s built based on the availabil-
ity of a data set of mput-output pairs, such as CMYK vs.
CIELab. There are many ways to select a set of training data.
For example, the CMYK colors 1n regular grids may be
selected or the CMYK colors based on the halftone curves
may be selected. In any case, the CMYK data 1s printed on a
color printer and measured in the CIELab color space. For the
CMYK to CIELab conversion, these CIELab values are ran-
dom within the printer gamut and can be expressed for 1:
R4—R3 1n the following form:

[xD=(CMYK)PeR4,i=1,2,..., m} (Eq. 12)

VO~ a,0)PeR3,i=1,2,..., m}, (Eq. 13)

where m 1s the number of color pairs 1n the data set. For the
CIELab to CMYK conversion, g: R4 "R3

{xD=(L,a,b)PeR3,i=1,2,..., m} (Eq. 14)

O=(CMIK)Per4i=1,2,. .., m}. (Eq. 15)

The printer color conversions described herein include
both CMYK to CIELab and the CIELab to CMYK color
conversions. The CIELab to CMYK conversion 1s achieved
by converting the CIELab values to the CMY values first and
then adding black to each CMY value via the GCR process.
Theretore, the CMYK set should have enough CMY and K
values. Generally, the grid points of cyan, magenta, yellow,
and black components are used to represent the curve change
of each component created by the halftone process. This
means that the grids point may not be equally spaced.

Data clustering 1s used to identify the locations where basis
tunctions should be placed in the model. In general, RBF
algorithms focus on placing functions such that the mean
square error 1s minimized. Due to the uniqueness of percep-
tual color characteristics, the location of the basis function
should be placed in the local regions which have similar
properties in terms of human visual tolerances. As mentioned,
the CMYK values are device-specific values and do not
directly relate to human perception. In the construction of the
mapping g: R4 7R3 and f: R47R3, clustering is performed
on the CIELab data so the characteristics of the color data can
be described by each cluster. The visual tolerances of color
data may be determined using a color difference model. The
most recent color difference model CIEDE2000 1s used as the
distance metric for each color relative to the center color
because the distances are designed to be small.
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The clustering algorithm also combines the Voronoi-based
clustering algorithm with a subset selection algorithm.
Because the CIELab data are random, a random center selec-
tion algorithm may be used as the first step for clustering/
center selections. The clustering algorithms are then used to
identify the clusters and to refine the center of each cluster.
There are several efficient clustering algorithms available that
may be used including “k-means,” LBG, and topology-pre-
serving mappings. The algorithm generally proceeds by
selecting an 1nitial number N _ of centers randomly from the m
data points 1n the training set and, for each center, computing
the Voronoi1 set (1.e., all points 1n the data closest in the
perceptual color space to this center relative to other centers).
Then, the centers as the mean of the points 1n the Vorono1 set
are updated. This 1s repeated until the CIELab values of these
centers no longer change. The clustering algorithm described
above can be effectively combined with a subset selection
algorithm, such as the orthogonal least squares (OCS) algo-
rithm or the covariance matrix algorithm of commonly owned
and co pending U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2007/009796, the entire contents of which are incorporated
by reference, to eliminate unnecessary clusters.

The OLS algorithm identifies which of the N centers are
most useful 1n the RBF model and indicates which centers
may be deleted from the model and at what expense to accu-
racy expressed in color difference. The computation of the
weight parameters mm Eq. 11 1s an over-determined least
squares problem. Thus, a solution 1s sought to the set of
inconsistent equations,

y=0w, (Eq. 16)

where each column of the matrix @ 1s associated with a single
center and  does not actually reside in the column space of ®.
In general, a quality function 1s associated with a center. In
this case, the value of a column o, of ® 1s measured to solve
the least squares. One measure 1s the cosine of the angle
between f and each column of @, such as

7740 (Eq. 17)

2
o (ufnwu] |

In other words, the center 1s the one for which v, 1s largest
(1.e., where the angle 1s smallest). This solution 1s indexed by
1* meaning o.* 1s the solution to optimization. Once the
column and hence the RBF center of ® has been determined,
the next best center can be computed by projecting the
remaining columns along @,*. This approach may be iterated
to obtain a reduced subset of centers that has acceptable
modeling accuracy. This algorithm may therefore proceeds as
follows:

Letk=1,2,....N,

Step 1: k=1
i| =argma D (Eq. 13)
[l
gD = i) (Eq. 19)
Step k =1
| L. (Eq. 20)
w(?)ijqb; 1< j<k
JK T,."
94
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-continued
| =1 (Eq. 21)
g = i — Z @lq;
=i
; 2
- 740 (Eq. 22)
1/ 1111
where i, <i<N_. [+i,...1#i,_(,and
k-1 Eq. 23
. | (Bq. 23)
Y = 4, = ‘;‘b:k - ijkq}'c-
=1
The algorithm ends at the Mth step when
M (Eq. 24)

q; 2
1 — < p, where 0 < p < |
Z((Ilfqllllq;ll F P

J=1

A cluster can also be described by its mean vector and
variance-covariance matrix. The mean vector 1s the center of
the cluster and the variance-covariance matrix consists of the
variances of the color data points along the main diagonal and
the covariance between each pair of color components in the
other matrix positions. For example, 11 a cluster i1s 1n the
CMYK color space, the covariance of this cluster provides a
measure of the strength of the correlation between any two
color components. Let the center CMYK value of a cluster be
x=(C,M,Y.K) (i.e., x,=C, x,=M, x,=Y, x,=K) and let m_
denote the number of data points in a cluster. The formula for
computing each element COV,.in a 4x4 CMYK covariance
matrix for a cluster 1s:

FRC

COV,y = Z [ =X =%, )1/ (me = 1),

=4

(Eq. 25)

where 1; 1=1, . . ., 4. When the rank of the covariance matrix
1s less than the number of the mput color components, the
correlations are not all independent of each other. Also, the
number of the data points in the cluster 1s less than the number
ol color components.

A Gaussian function which can be expressed as the func-
tion of the covanance matrix 1s not selected 1f a non-full rank
cluster exists. Thus, the clustering algorithm proceeds by
calculating the covariance matrix of each cluster and, if the
rank of the covariance matrix of a cluster 1s less than the
number of input color components, the center of this cluster 1s
deleted and the data points 1n the cluster are moved to nearby
clusters. Thereatter, the center of each cluster 1s updated and
the LBG algorithm 1s updated to refine each cluster. This 1s
repeated until every cluster has a full rank covariance matrix.

The radial basis functions themselves are generally
selected so that they satisly an 1mvertibility condition on the
square mterpolation problem for the weights. These functions
have expansions, such as those given by Eq. 11, that represent
continuous functions over compact domains. The location of
these functions is stipulated by the vector centers {ck} gen-
erally scattered over the domain 1n a manner that reflects the
distribution of the data. Both theoretical investigation and
practical results suggest that the choice of the nonlinearity
o(.)1s not critical to the performance of the RBF. However, for
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the color conversions from CMYK to CIELab, and CIELab to
CMYK, the multiquadric function

o0V 2

1s generally more accurate. Other functions that may be used
include the Gaussian

(Eq. 26)

2 (Eq. 27)
plx) = EKP(F—Z]

and the inverse multiquadratic function

1 (Eq. 28)

V2 + 42 |

px) =

Regardless of the function used, the radius r in Gaussian,
multiquadratic, and nverse multiquadratic 1s optimized.
Generally, the multidimensional Newton’s method 1s an effi-
cient optimization method for 2-norm least square settings. In
this case, the objective function aims at minimizing the mean

error. For example, using the color conversion from CMYK to
CIELab:R4—R3,

n (Eq. 29)
Jrlx;, rp) = Apx; +ago + Z wridr(lx; —c;ll, rr)
=1
: (Eq. 30)
fa(-xia Fo) = AgXi + Qg0 + Z Wﬂj¢ﬂ(||xf — Cj”a Ya)
=1
: (Eq. 31)
Iolxi, rp) = Apx; + apo + Z wpi@p(llx; — ¢, rp)
=1
The problem formulation 1s thus:
E(ryp, ra, 1p) = (Eq. 32)
N i\2 iy 2 iy 2
frxi, re) = Y1) + faxi, ra) = y5) + folxi, 1p) — y3) ]
=1
Eopin = E(rp, 1g, ¥p) (Eq 33)
Then for each iteration, let
(OE]rp (Eq. 34)
O = AE/r,
\OE/[rp )
(O°E 9*E O9*E (Eq. 35)
F2ry Orpdr, Oridry
FE O'E O°E
Fk) =
dr,0r; 8%r, Or,0r,
O*E O°E O°E
Y ﬂrbﬂrL 5‘@8}”& asz )
Accordingly,
R ) (Eq. 36)

For every r**) the weighting factor w,’s are updated and the
new function E(r) 1s obtained. The 1iteration stops when E(r
does not improve.
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The algorithms for RBF data fitting may depend on the
selection of norms. For color conversions, the norm may be
selected considering the visual tolerance of the colors 1n the
CIELab color space and the source of errors in the color
conversion process. For example, different norms should be
selected for differential color regions, such as

L, norm:

x|, = i x| (Eq. 37)
i=1
L., norm:
- (Eq. 38)
|l = \/:Zl x?
L. norm:
o = BB (Eq. 39)

The relationship of errors via L, norm, L, norm, and L may
be stated as:

For all e 1n C[a; b] the mnequalities,
el =(b-a)"“[el,=(b-a)le]..

hold.

This theorem 1ndicates that it small errors are found via L_
norm, then the errors via L, norm and L, norm are also small.
Thus, [a, b]=[0, 1], and the CIELab color space may be
heuristically chosen in three regions:

1. Neutral region: 0=C _,*<7;

2. Medium color region: 7<C_, *=30; and

3. Saturated color region: C_,*>30,

where C_, * 1s the chroma of colors in CIELab color space.

For the neutral color region, the visual color difference
tolerance 1s relatively small. Error from the measurements
and machine can affect the accuracy of color conversion. The
L., norm 1s chosen since 1t 1s least sensitive to the outliers. For
the medium color range, the color difference tolerance 1s
larger and the errors from the measurements and machine
play less of a role affecting the quality of the color conver-
sions. However, control of the color conversion error should
be less than a magnitude of 2 so the color difference 1s less
visible. The L, norm 1s chosen to minimize the average error.
For the saturated color regions, the errors are generally small
compared to the color conversion error of gamut mapping and
it 1s unlikely for the HVS to detect any errors with magnitude
less than 2. To minimize the maximum error of the color
conversion, the L, norm 1s generally chosen.

As mentioned, the continuity and smoothness are impor-
tant to the quality of the color conversion. When adjacent
clusters or two adjacent regions have different mapping func-
tions, data 1n the adjacent clusters may be included 1n the
current cluster. Overlapping ranges specified as 0’s for each
region are optimized. The 0 values are the distances calcu-
lated 1n the CIELab color space. The data regions partitioned
for the L.,, L,, and L, approximation are:

1. L, approximation: O0=C ,*<7+¢ . Intended range:
0=C _,*</;

2. L, approximation: 7-9,,<C_,*<30+0 .
range: 7=C_,*<30;

(Eq. 40)
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3. L. approximation: C_,*>30-0.. Intended range:

C _,*=230,

where 0, 1s the extended region for the L, norm, 6, ,and o
are the upper and lower extended regions for the L., norm, and
0. 1s the extended region for the L, norm. For the CMYK to
CIELab conversion, the domain space 1s the undivided
CMYK color space. For the Cielab to CMY conversion, the
domain space 1s the CIELab color space divided into three
regions based on the selected set of training data described
above. Although shown and described with a particular range,
the invention 1s not mntended to be so limited. For example, the
approximation may be varied as desired to change the granu-
larity of the approximation.

Validation techniques, such as “cross validation” and
“bootstraps”, may be used for model accuracy estimation and
model selection. Among the cross validation techniques, the
“K-fold cross” validation and the “leave-one-out™ cross vali-
dation may be used. Using the cross validation technique, the
absolute accuracy and the bias of variances should be bal-
anced.

In general, several thousand data points are selected for
building a color conversion model. A relatively large K num-
ber may be chosen to ensure the model accuracy. Different
from other cross validation applications, the evaluation of
color conversion models 1mvolves both numerical analysis
and psychophysics analysis. For the numerical analysis, the
test data set 1s collected spanning the input color space. For
the perceptual analysis, a number of images may be selected
in a visual experiment.

L,, L,, and L approximations may be used to select the K
value to the color conversion. For the L, approximation, the
mean error may be used as the measure for the model selec-
tion. And, for the L, and L approximations, the L, error and
maximum error may be calculated instead, respectively. In
any case, the variance as a function of the K value may be
obtained to decide the K value. The cross validation technique
1s described using CMYK to CIELab conversion as an
example. First, the modeling set 1s divided 1into K-fold parti-
tion data sets. For each of K experiments, K-1 folds are used
for traiming with the remaining one for testing. Then, K-fold
cross validation 1s applied to determine the best K value and
model. The mean error decreases with the increase of the K
value for K<10 and it stays roughly at the same level for
K>15. On the other hand, the varniance of the mean error stays
relatively flat for K<15 and increases with the increase of the
K wvalue. Although the maximum error decreases and the
mean error stays relatively tlat for K=15, the K value for the
least squares approximation for the color conversion 1s gen-
erally 15 due to the increase of the variance.

The CMYK to CIELab conversion may be performed
using the RBF data fitting algorithm 1n the L, norm. In this
regard, data may be clustered using the combination of the
LBG algorithm and the covariance matrix algorithm. Gener-
ally, there are two optimization stages. Initially, a relatively
good starting function and radius for the R4—R3 optimiza-
tion 1s sought. Then, models of R4—R for the CMYK to L*,
a*, b* conversions are sought.

In the next modeling stage, §,, f _, and f, are set to multi-
quadratic with mitial r;, r_, and r,. The multidimensional
Newton’s method 1s then applied to optimize these param-
cters. For the CIELab to CMY conversion, both data range
(6, and 0, ) for the least squares approximation and the
color conversion model are optimized by letting o, =0,
3,0, and k=0, such that s,={(L,a,b),17=C,, ,*<30}, and
initiating the clustering algorithm to find the clusters. Then,
R3—R 1s optimized for the CIELab to C, M, and Y conver-

s10ms, respectively. The multidimensional Newton’s method
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of R3—R3 i1s performed for the CIELab to CMY conversion
and the mean error and maximum error are recorded.
Afterwards, let 8 ~=2.5,8 =2.5, and k=0, such that s,={
(L,a,b),17-2.5k=C,, ,*<30+2.5k.k=1, 2, . . ., } repeat the
optimization process stopping when all data points are
included 1n s,. The least square errors are obtained by calcu-
lating the differences between the original values and the
estimated values. The optimized models indicate the Gauss-
1an function for the cyan component, the mverse multiqua-
dratic for the magenta component, and the multiquadratic
function for the yellow component, thereby providing inside

gamut color conversions from CIELab to CMY, g, and CMY
to CIELab, §,.

Overdetermined Linear Systems 1n the L Sense

[

In saturated color areas, the perceptual color difference
tolerance 1s generally higher than the magnitude of machine
and instrument errors. Data outliers do not play a significant
role 1n the color conversion. The maximum error 1s weighted
in the color conversion quality assessments. Thus, 1t 1s desir-
able to reduce the maximum approximation error by solving
the problem via the L. approximation, also referred as the
Chebyshev norm. From norm inequalities 11 L, norm 1s con-
trolled, then the L, and L, error 1s generally small.

Many algorithms have been developed for this type of
application function approximation using the L_ norm that
are locally equivalent to the exchange algorithm. However,
there 1s limited research on scattered data fitting techniques
using the L norm especially for the large sparse problems.
Large sparse problems are often converted to linear program-
ming problems using the linearized sub-problem as the basis.
Among these algorithms, the Barrodale and Phillips dual
algorithm (the “BP” algorithm) and the Bartels, Conn, and L1
primal algorithm (the “BC” algorithm) are suitable algo-
rithms for solving overdetermined linear systems Rn—R in
the Chebyshev norm.

The BP and BC algorithms may be suitable 1n view of the
similarity of the formulations with the RBF approach. As the
BP and BC algorithms are generally used in R”—=R, the
extension of the BP dual algorithm may be extended to
R3—R3 for color conversion from CIELab to CMY. In this
regard, the Chebyshev norm may be described by letting

Ax=5h, (Eq. 41)

where A=[a,, a,, . . . , a JeRmxm,m>n=2, and b’=[f,,
3., ..., P, JeRm. Then, the vector xeRn 1s determined such
that

|Ax — b||, = max |a] x — i (Eq. 42)

=i=m

1s minimized. L 1s then defined as a linear space spanned by
the functions {¢,}

L:{q)l(z): q)E(Z): L (I)H(Z)},,

where each ¢, 1s continuous on [a,b],1=1, . . ., n. A function
¢el. may then be expressed as

(Eq. 43)

L (Eq. 44)
#2) =) aipi) el
=1

where ze[a,b]. The RBF 1s a relatively good example of such
a space. Given m>n=2, data points {(z,; v,); i=1; 2; .. . ; m},
a=(c, ..., d, )1s determined to minimize
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. (Eq. 45)
ey, ... , ) =|lv —Z{rjd)j(zi)
=1 -
n (Eq. 46)
= max |y, _ij‘:’bj(zi)-
<= P
Then,
x=a=1{ay, &, ... , &} (Eq. 47)
(1(z1)  d2(z1) ... Pulz)) (Eq. 43)
A = and
k‘;ﬁ’l(zm) QﬁZ(Zm) ‘:‘bn(zm))
b=(y1 Y2 - Ym) . (Eq. 49)

Next, the L, approximation may be converted to a standard
form of the linear programming. First, however, the primal
form of the problem 1is established by letting & denote the
maximum error. For example,

(Eq. 50)

¢ = max e;(@y, @2, ... , &),

l1=i=m

where ¢ 1s defined 1n Eq. 41.
The primal problem may then be formulated by minimiz-
ing € subject to

L (Eq. 51)
=&+ Z @;¢;(z;) =z y; and
-1
7 (Eq. 52)
=& - Z aipi(zi) = —yi,
-1
for every 1 where
==0 (Eq. 53)
and
Ly, 0>, ..., 0, are unrestricted. (Eq. 54)

The standard form of the corresponding dual linear pro-
gram may be transformed from the above primal linear pro-
gram via

m (Eq. 355)
max ) (&; —T,)yi
i=1
subject to
m (Eq. 56)
> (o -1 =0
i=1
m (Eq. 57)
Z(gf+1i)£l and
i=1
o.,r.=0,i=1,2,... m, where ¢; =;(z;). (Eq. 58)
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To understand the BP dual algorithm, an understanding of
the exchange algorithm and related theorems which almost
all Chebyshev approximation algorithms are based 1s helpful.
In this regard, A may be defined as a linear subspace of C
[a,b], feC [a,b], and L 1s any closed subset of [a,b], peA, such
that

e*(xX)=f(x)-p*(x) (Eg. 59)
and
L,,~{xeLle*(x)obtains extreme values}. (Eq. 60)

p* provides for a minimax solution to be approximation from
A to f, if VpeA, such that

e* (W)px)=[F x)-p*(x)]p(x)>0,VxeLy,

(e.g., e*(x) and p(x) are of same signs at all extreme points).

In this regard, the “Haar” condition defines a class of func-
tions upon which the Exchange Algorithm can be applied. For
example, A may be defined as an (n+1) dimensional linear
subspace of C[a, b]. A satisfies the Haar condition if VpeA,
the number of roots of the equation

(Eq. 61)

{p(x)=0,;a=x<b}

1s less than the dimension of A.

A derived condition states that if {& :i=1; 2, ..., k} = [a, b],
k=n then dpeA, such that p changes signs at £:1=1; 2, ...,k
and p has no other roots. The RBFs 1n the form of Eq. 11 meet
the Harr condition because of the linear part in the equation.
Then, let A be an (n+1)-dimensional linear subspace of (C]a,
b] that satisfies the Haar condition and let  be any functionin
C[a, b]. Then p* 1s the minimax approximation from A to §, if
there exists (n+2) points {&€.*;i=0; 1, ... ; n+1}, such that the
conditions

1. asE *<g *< ... <€ *=b,

2. 15E5)-p*(E)N=F-p*||,1=0, 1, . . ., n+1 and

3. £ )P * (&, ) —[FE)-p*(EH)LIT0, . .., 0, alter-
native signs]] are obtained.

Then, let A be a finite-dimension subspace of Cla, b] that
satisfies the Haar condition and let {x,:i=1;2; ... ;m} be a set
of distinct points from [a, b], where m 1s not less than the
dimension of A. For any f in C[a, b], let the one-point
exchange algorithm be applied to calculate the element of A
that minimizes expression

(Eq. 62)

max |f(x)—px), pe A (Eq. 63)

i—1,2,... m

Then, the required approximation to § is obtained in a finite
number of iterations.

In color conversion may compose a set of discrete data
points. Thus, the Exchange Algorithm may be based on the
Mimimax Characterization Theorem (MCT) as shown in FIG.
4. For each iteration k, the MCT adjusts a reference {&,*:1=0:;

1;...;n+1} and a trial approximation p,_is determined. On a
discrete set, f may be known on a set of points {x;; i=1;
2;:::; m}. To determine a trial approximation p, in each

iteration, let

h=f (ED)“pk@D) (Eq. 64)
and solve
FE)-pE)=(-1Vh,i=0,1,2,..., n+l (Eq. 65)

The 1teration stops when p, satisfies the conditions 1n the
MCT.
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For solving the dual problem, the BP dual algorithm 1s
reviewed. The BP dual algorithm 1s based on the standard
form of the simplex method composed of three stages and
introduces artificial variables o, in Eq. 55 and a slack variable
€ in Eq. 56. The above dual problem thereby becomes

m (Eq. 66)
max }» (@; —T,)y;
i=1

subject to

m (Eq. 67)

Z(Qi -T)¢; +a, =0, j=1,2, ... ,n
=1

m (Eq. 638)
Do+ +e=1

i=1

Coa,-r,=20,j=1,2,... ,m. (Eq. 69)

Denoting the column vectors formed by the coellicients of
0,07, and E by s, t.a, and w, then

Dt St =t _15 _13 _jj

Si+;=2w (Eq. 70)

Then, let b denote the right-hand side ot Eq. 52 such that

b=w=(00...01)Y=¢_ 7. (Eq. 71)

The first two stages of the BP dual algorithm include deter-
mining an eificient starting point for the third stage, which 1s
equivalent to the exchange algorithm for the linear minimax
approximation. In doing so, the BP dual algorithm uses the
table below

Basis S S5 S,
o3 O ¢ 5 P 1
s P ¢ 5 (-
ﬂ‘n q)n,,l q)n,E - q)n,m
=z 1 1 .. 1
Marginal Cost -V ~-V5 -V,

Then, @ 1s denoted as an mxn matrix:

(dr1021 - Pn (Eq. 72)
d1,202,2 -+ Pn2
D =
\ Qﬁl,mgﬁz,m e t,’b”?m /
and
the rank of ® 1s denoted as k.
In the first stage, the first k simplex iterations are per-

formed. The algorithm finds the maximum residual at each
iteration and reduce it to zero. The nonbasic variables that can
enter the basis to become basic variables are 0,’s, and basic
variables that can leave the basis to become nonbasic vari-
ables are restricted to a.s. Basic variable € remains zero in the
basis. At the end of stage 1, there are k residues at zero. o, that
enters the basis corresponds to that with the largest absolute
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reduced cost (e.g., choosing the largest residual 1n the primal
problem). The pivot may be selected from this column as the
largest absolute value corresponding to an o, in the basis. At
the t” iteration, with the corresponding o, entering the basis,

there are t zero residuals. For example,

n (Eq. 73)
i ) i) =£=0.
=1

In the second stage, the (k+1)” simplex iteration is per-
formed and the variable £ is forced to leave the basis. This
means the error £ in the primal problem is increased above
zero. At the end of the second stage, the k+1 residuals of
magnitude equal to resulting value of . The (k+1)” pivotal
column may be chosen also corresponding to the largest
absolute marginal cost (e.g., equivalent to choosing the larg-
est residual n the primal problem). The o,’s and t,’s are
exchanged i1the marginal cost 1s negative. ITthere are positive
values 1n the first n elements 1n the pivotal column, these
values are changed to negative by adding twice of the corre-
sponding rows to the (n+1)” pivotal row and changing the
sign of those original rows.

The third stage 1s equivalent to the exchange algorithm for
a linear minimax approximation. The pivotal column may be
chosen corresponding to the most negative marginal cost or a
rat10 selection rule. The 1teration continues until all marginal
cost 1s nonnegative. Every iteration may increase the value of
£ until E=e*, where e* is the minimum value in Eq. 45.

Alternatively, the BC algorithm may be used to determine
the starting point for color conversion. In doing so, the primal
formulation in Eq. 45 1s rewritten by letting

co=(1 000 ..07", (Eq. 74)
( 1 ] (Eq. 75)
C; =
—a; n+l1
( 1 ] (Eq. 76)
Cm+i =
T4 n+l1
61' = —Y¥; (Eq 77)
Ome; =vi,i=1,2, ..., m, and (Eq. 78)
(Eq. 79)

n+l

The above primal problem 1s then converted to an uncon-
strained optimization problem via a piecewise linear penalty
function. For example, let >0 be a fixed parameter and define

o (Eq. 80)
p(vi, ) = pefv — Z min(0, ¢} v — &)
=1

For any arbitrary veRn+1, Eq. 80 can be expanded into

p(v, ) = pefv— ) min(0, cfv - 3) (Eq. 81)

jE!D
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-continued
— Z min( 0, cjv —0;) (Eq. 32)
=
— Z min( 0, cjv —0;) (Eq. 83)
jel
where
P =1°) ={jlciv=38; =41, o v s Jihs
["=1"(v)={jlc}v>d;}, and
[m=1"(v)={jlciv <6;}.
For any de R ”*! and any A=0 sufficiently small,
plv+Ad, )= plv+ )+ zl_ycﬂrd — Z cj-hd — Z min(0, c}hd)_ (Eg. 34)
= jE:{D |
= pv+ ) + AR d + AZ oicld, (Eq. 85)
jE!G
where
h = ucy — Z C,
=
and
(0 ifcfdz0
g-_.:g'_.(d):*# jEf
S 1 if Id <0,
Then, define the matrix
N=[c;y, oo -+ v, Cigl (Eq. 86)
and let
P=I-N(N'N)"'N*, (Eq. 87)

The matrix P 1s the orthogonal projector onto the null space
of N”. To define search direction d such that p(v+Ad, u)<p(v,

1),

d=-Ph (Eq. 88)

1s established. When Ph=0, apply d defined in Eq. 88 to Eq. 85
such that

C'j:d = —C?Ph (Eq. 89)
= —c; PPh
= —(Pc;) Ph

=0

Since P 1s the orthogonal projector onto the null space of
N”. The Eq. 84 becomes:

pvAAd Ww=p (v, )+ Nt d (Eq. 90)
<U,an d.
hid<0,and (Eq. 91)
pv+Ad,n)<p(v,n). (Eq. 92)

Thus, d serves as a descent direction for the function p.
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When Ph=0, assuming columns of N are linearly indepen-
dent, then

k (Eq. 93)
h = Z I-?I'C'ﬁ.
i=1
and Eq. 84 becomes
k (Eq. 94)
plv+Ad, @) = plv, @) + 2 [ + oj]cTd.
=1

In the sub case of a: 1,*<0, for some i* €]”, d is chosen such
that

;' d=0jel’ j=i* (Eq. 95)

c;*d=1 (Eq. 96)
This implies that o,7=0<0, jel”. Because

hld=n,*c**d=n<0, (Eq. 97)

then

P+ L)<p(V,1L). (Eq. 98)

In the sub case of b: 1,*<0 for all i*€l”, if no constraints are
violated, 1t 1s the optimal. Otherwise, reduce p and start
another 1teration. For example,

{choose step size A}

c‘ij—c_};v 150 et B
T n > 5,)’51 UI n
de

(Eq. 99)

ADE {A A=

1 = minA® (Eq. 100)

and update v=v+Ad.

As an example, the L._ norm approximation may be applied
to color conversions from CMYK to CIELab and CIELab to
CMY. The formulation of this color conversion in the primal
torm 1s described 1n the following using the CIELab to CMY
color conversion by minimizing,

E:Ec-l-'%m-l-'%y (Eq 101)
subject to

n+4 (Eq. 102)
Ec + Z agili(z) =z ¢

=1

nt4 (Eq. 103)
fc - Z wﬂjFﬂj(Zf) = —C;

i=1

nt+4 (Eq. 104)
gm + Z wijmj(Zi) = M

i=1

n+4 (Eg. 105)
gm - Z wijmj(ZE) = —;

=1

nt+d (Eq. 106)

£+ ) ayFylz) 2y,
=1
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-continued

n+4

(Eq. 107)
g}’ _Zwijyj(Zf) = — Vi
7=1

where

520,

A, O, ... O, are unrestricted,
z={L,a, bH,i=1, ..., m,

ij:[la Zis 01(Z;); 92(Z,); - - -5 0,(2)] 4,

()ji:q)j(zz'):

¢, 1s one of the RBFs, n1s the number of clusters, and m 1s the
number of color data points.

The problem may then be rewritten by minimizing c,’v
subject to

c?v >08;, j=1,2, ... 6m where (Eq. 103)
co=(1 0 10 ...10 ...07% s
y =
(Ec el Uen Em Oml .- Umn &y Ayl ... "l’yn);m
ci=(1 —ag ... 0 ... Ozuss)iiess
Cmri = (1 @ oo 0 oot 02018)3ne s
Comsi = (0 0,114 1 — @i 0 oot Opia)inass
Camri = (0 v Opga oo 1oy 0 oot 0p4a)diss
Cam+i = (0 ... Uzpyg 1 —Wﬁ);ﬂs
Csmei = (0 o Ogrg 1 @) o
0, = —C;
Om+i = C;
O2m+i = —M,
O3m+i = M,
Ogmti = — ¥
O5,04; = Y;, and
i=1, ..., m.

The primal problem may then be divided into steps using,
the modified BC algorithm. For example, the primal problem
with constraints may be converted to an unconstrained prob-
lem via a piecewise linear penalty function by letting >0 be
a fixed parameter. Next,

om (Eq. 109)
plv, ) = pcﬁvz min{0, C?V —0;) 1s defined.
=1
I : R 3n+12
or any arbitrary ve :
p(v, ) = pelv = min(0, cfv —3) (Eq. 110)

jE!D

_ Z min(0, cTv - &)

jert
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_ Z min( 0, cj-hv —0;), where
jef™
ID = IG(V) = {jl C:};V — tt‘j‘d,r} — {jl:u jz-,- =y jk}a

I"=I"(v) ={j| cjv> 8}, and

I"=1I"(v)={jlciv<d;}

Then, the sets I°, I*, and I" are determined and the search 1o

direction and step size are updated.

Wy

Marginal

Cost

As an example of color conversion 1n dual for CIELab to 45

CMY,

m (Eq. 111)

Maximize ) (o .-z ) +(C, . — T )m; + (E},I- —l},;)y;‘

" . (Eq.
Z (o + Tm)FCﬁ =0

i=1

i (Eq.
Z (Eci o Tcr) <1

i=1

" . (Eq.
le (Tpgi + Ty Py =V

m (Eq.
Z (EM.E - TM.E) < 1

i=1

m . (Eq.
Z (Eyf - T}q)F}’ﬁ =0

i=1

(Eq.

112)

113)
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115)
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-continued
c,r.20,i=1,2,...,m, where (Eq. 113)
=1L, a, b}, i=1,2,... ,m
Fio =11, zi, o1(z), @2(2i) - 5 @nlZi)], 0
@i = @;(Z),

¢, 1s one of the RBFs, n1s the number of clusters, and m 1s the
number of color data points.

The CIELab to CMY conversion may then be represented
by the mitial stmplex table:

S, Sc. St Sar,, Sy, Sy
Fe, ! Fe, &0 0 0 0 0
Fe ! Fe, 0 0 0 0

’ ’ T i

0 0 Far, | Far, 0 0

0 0 Far * Far * 0 0

0 0 0’ 0 Fy, | Fy,
0 0 0 0 Fy ! Fy *
1 1 0 0 0 0

0 0 1 1 0 0

0 0 0 0 1 1

_Cl _Cm _Ml _Mm _Yl _Ym

and the rank of the matnx F_ ., k 1s thereby determined.

Thereatter, the first step BP simplex algorithm may be
performed via k simplex iterations for each of F . .., for the
cyan component, F,. .~ for the magenta component, and
F,. . 1tor the yellow component. The vectors s . are allowed
to enter the basis and the vectors a - can leave the basis for
F.. . . The vectors s, are allowed to enter the basis and the
vectors o, , can leave the basis for F, .., . The vectors s;-are

allowed to enter the basis and the vectors oy can leave the
basis for Y

The second step of the BP simplex algorithm may be per-
formed by forcing €., €,, and E, to leave the basis. The
corresponding vectors entering the basis are sC, s,,, and sy
respectively. If the corresponding marginal cost of s, s, ,, Or

s,-18 positive, then s11s changed to t, using

II' =2w3 n+d 555

where
w.~00...01000)"=e,,,,",
w,~00...00100)'=e,, ., and
w,=(00...00010)'=e,,,.".

If's, 1s the pivotal column, r 1s the row vector of pivotal row.
For any j” row vector r; containing s, >0, where j=3n+1 for
F. . ,1#3n+2 forF,, . .andj=3n+3 forF4, . changerto
r+2r, and change r; to —r,. The third step of the BP simplex
iterations may then be performed until all the marginal costs
are non-negative.

Color Conversion Using the [, Norm Approximation

Color conversion in neutral color areas plays an important
role 1n color reproduction quality. The human visual system
(HVS) 1s sensitive to color changes in neutral color areas.




US 8,547,609 B2

29

Additionally, the color conversion errors due to machine sta-
bility, paper uniformity, and instrument accuracy are more
profound relative to the human color difference tolerances.
Thus, there are more chances for the existences of outliers
using color conversion. A color conversion should minimize
the negative impact of outliers. The L, norm approximation

may assist 1n the region due to the robustness to outliers.

Among all the L, algorithms, the Barrodale and Roberts’
primal algorithm (BR algorithm) is relatively robust. Similar
to the problem setup for the L., the overdetermined linear

k
$(z) = ao + Z @pz(p) =
p=1

x = (o, a1, ...

(1

system of the general L, approximation problem may be
stated as follows:

Ax=b, (Eq. 119)
where
A=[a,,a,,...,a, ]eR "™ (m>n=2)
and
b =[B1, Bas - - -5 BraeR ™.

The L, norm approximation 1s used to determine vector xe

R ” such that

(Eq. 120)

lAx=blly = > > latx - B
1

i=1 j=

1s mimimized. In this regard, L 1s a linear space spanned by
function ¢,

L:{q)l(z): q)E(Z): "ot (I)H(Z)}, (EC_[ 121)

where each ¢, 1s continuous on [a,b],1=1, . . . , n. The function
¢ may be expressed as

- | (Eq. 122)
P(2) = E li?l:’ft;r.'f’j(z) e L, where z € [a, b] C W&
=1

Given m>nz2, data points (z,, v,), o=(¢,, . . . & ) 1s deter-

mined to minimize

(Eq. 123)

e(qy... &) =

Vi~ Z @;@i(z;)
=1

m ) (Eq. 124)
V- Z ;¢ i(z;)
=

z(1)

30

The equation then becomes:

ey (Eq. 125)
(1 (z1) da(z1) ... Pu(Z) )
A=
k‘;ﬁ’l(zm) QﬁZ(Zm) ‘:‘bn(zm))
b=(y1y2.- Ym)
In the RBF form, the function becomes
ek (Bq. 126)
> ajlllz - cjl). where
j=n+k
y Qs X1y -ev » Upyy ) and
21(2) ... zilk) di(z1) @2(zr) ... @n(zi))
Zm(l) Zm(z) Zm(k) ‘;’bl(zm) ¢’2(Zm) ‘;bn(zm),—‘
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The L, and L. norms 1n C[a, b] and in R are not strictly
convex. Accordingly, A 1s a linear subspace of etther the L, or
the L. normed linear space, as the uniqueness of best
approximations from A to f depends on properties of A and f.
p* in A may be the better L, approximation function to . A
sign function 1s thus defined as:

(—1, f(x)<p*) (Eq. 127)
=4 0, fx)=px

L fx) > piix)

A sufficient condition for the function p* 1s the L, approxi-
mation from A to  which may be defined by letting A be a
linear subspace of C[a, b], J be any function in C[a, b], and p*
be any element of A, such that the set

L={x:f(x)=p*(x),asx<b}

1s either empty or 1s composed of a finite number of 1ntervals
and discrete points. Then p* provides an L, norm approxima-
tion form A to f, if the inequality

(Eg. 128)

(Eq. 129)

fb s*(x)p(x)dx} < f P00 dx
a L

1s satisfied for all p 1n A, where s* 1s the function of Eq. 127.

For discrete L, approximation, let the function values
{1f(x,); t=1, 2, ..., m} and the fixed positive weights be {w;
t=1, 2, ..., m}. A is a linear space of functions that may be
defined on the point set {x; t=1, 2, ..., m}, and p* is any
element of A. Then, € contains the points of {x; t=1, 2, . . .,
m} that satisfy the condition

(4.7)

prx,)=flx,) (Eq. 130)

and s* 1s the sign function
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(=1, flx) <pi(x) (Eq. 131)
s‘x) =4 0, f(x)=p"(x)
1L flx) > ptx)
t=1, 2, ..., m. p* becomes the function in A that minimizes
the expression
m (Eq. 132)
Z wel f (%) — plx)l, p € A
=1
if the inequality
D wis" xp| = ) wilpx)|
=1 xpeEL
holds for all p in A.

In order to improve the discrete L, approximation p*, the
inequality in Eq. 133 1s tested to be satisfied for every element
p 1n A. An optimal function p* can be obtained by searching,
for suitable interpolation points in L. For example, let the
function values {f(x); t=1, 2, .. . , m} and the fixed positive
weights be {w_; t=1, 2, ..., m}. Then, A is a linear subspace
of R™, where the component of each vector p in A have the
values {p(x,); t=1, 2, ..., m}. An element p* in A minimizes
Eq. 132, and the property that the zero vector 1s the element p
in A that satisfies the conditions {p(x,)=0; x *L}, where the
set L 1s defined 1n Eq. 128
With this 1s mind, the discrete L, approximation calculation
becomes a linear programming problem. For example with
¢={¢,;1=0, 1, ..., n} as a basis of the space A of approxima-
tion, the Eq. 133 becomes

m (Eq. 134)

Z Wl Ve — ZH: A;pi(x:)
1=0

where v, 1s the output value corresponding to each x,. Define
the bounds {u,z0} and {v,20} may be defined such that

—Vi =V — Z”:li'i’i(xr) = Uy e
1=0
for {t=1, 2, ..., m}. Then the linear programming problem is
m (Eq. 136)
Minimize > w,(u, + v,)
=1
subject to
(Eq. 137)

—V; <V, —Zzl,-qﬁ,-(xr) <u,t=1,2,... m
i=0

ui = 0
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-continued
vt = ()

forr=1,2,..., m.

The algorithm may be described as:

" (Eq. 138)
Ji _Za{j‘;ﬁ’j,i = Uj — Vi,
=1
where {u,, v;:i=1, 2, ..., m} are nonnegative variables. The
nonnegative variables {b,, ¢,;j=1, 2, ..., n} and the weights

a~=b,—c, may then be defined. The primal problem becomes

i (Eq. 139)
Minimjzingz (u; + v;)
i=1
subject to
L (Eq. 140)
ﬁ =Z(bj—cj)aﬁj?5+ui — Vi, [ = 1, 2, R 11
j=1
and
bj, Cjy Uiy Vi = 0. (Eq. 141)

The algorithm may be implemented in two stages: For
example, for the first n iterations, the pivotal columns are
restricted to b; and ¢;. The vector entering the basis 1s the one
with the largest nonnegative marginal cost, (e.g.,

i b;i)-
—1

The vector leaving the basis 1s chosen among v, and u, for the
one causing the maximum reduction 1n the objective function.
Next, the nonbasic u, or v, are interchanged with the basic u,
orv,. Neither b, or ¢; 1s allowed to leave the basis. The criteria
for selecting vectors leaving and entering the basis are the
same as that in the first stage. Otherwise, the basic vectors b,
or ¢; are mterchanged with the corresponding nonbasic vec-
tors ¢, or b,. On making this algorithm etficient, the vector
chosen to leave the basis 1s the one that causes the maximum
reduction 1n the objective function.

On the Multidimensional Neutral Color Conversion Prob-
lem, the BR algorithm may be applied to the neutral color
conversion by letting z={(L, a, b), i=1, 2, . . ., m}. As an
example, the color conversion from CIELab to CMY 1s for-
mulated:

m (Eq. 142)
Minimizing = Uei T Vei + Ui + Vi Uy TV,
=1

i
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subject to

4 (Eq. 143)
Z ('ﬂcj — bcj)ch (Zi) + e +ve =C;

i=1

n+d (Eq. 144)
D (= b Fonf(33) + thy + Vi = M,

=1

ntd (Eq. 145)

Z (ay — b, )F i (Z) +uy +vy; =Y,
=

where
a,b.,a,.,b,. a.b, ., u,v20and

ij:[la (1), 0,(Z,), 9(Z), - - -, 9,(2)],1 14

for the C, M, and Y components respectively.

When performing the two-stage BR algorithm, the vectors
relating to C, M, and Y are generally be exchanged with the
vectors of C, M, andY respectively. This yields an exemplary
condensed 1mtial simplex table for CIELab to CMY conver-

s10n as shown below.

Basis R b, b, basy
uey Cy Fr:*] 1 F‘?ﬂl 0
uc,., Cm Ft?] - F‘Tﬁ i 0
uM, M, 0 O FMl 1
UMH Mn 0 0 FMI 72
uY, Y, 0 0 0
uyY,, Y, 0 0 0
Marginal m m " 7
Cost Z(C5+M5+Y£) ZFc“ ZFﬂni ZFMH
oy i=1 i=1 =1

One Dimensional Color Manifolds in the CMYK
Color Space

One of the more difficult and challenging tasks in color
printing 1s reducing the cost of printing while maintaiming
quality. Traditionally, the printer color conversion from CMY
(or CIELab) to CMYK has been achieved (UCR) and (UCA).
As discussed, UCR 1s the process of removing an equal
amount of cyan, magenta, and yellow, and adding the same

amount of black. More explicitly, the color components are
defined as:

CMY={C,M, Y},CMYK={C,M, YK}, and Lab={L, a, b}.

The smallest value of the C, M, Y components 1s formed as
K=min{C, M, Y}

and K 1s used to convert a CMY wvalue to a CMYK value as
follows:

C'=C-K, M'=M-K, and Y'=Y-K.

Because of the nonlinearity of toners/inks, this UCR model
1s 1n accurate, and introduces unacceptable color conversion
errors. Colors resulting from the UCR process are generally

10
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dull, muddy, and hue shifted. To mitigate this problem, the
UCR process 1s followed by the UCA correction which con-
sists of adding a relatively small amount of cyan, magenta,
and yellow back to the C', M, Y' values respectively to make
colors richer and less hue shifted. However, this method 1s
empirical and labor intensive and the conversion error 1s still
quite large.

A solution to this color toner/ink reduction problem con-

sists of approximating a nonlinear continuous and differen-
tiable functions mapping from CIELab to CMY and CMYK

to CIELab. To optimize CMY to CMYK conversion, it 1s
assumed that accurate continuous functions describing
CMYK to CIELab conversion and CIELab to CMY conver-

sion are as follows:

g(L,a,b)—=(C.M,Y)e (R, %",%7) and f(C,M,Y)—(L,a,b).

For a CIELab value within the printer gamut, Lab,=(L, a,,
bo), 8(Los g, bo)=(Co, Mg, Yo).

It C,>0 & M >0 & Y,>0, a (C, .M., Y, .K,) value may be
determined such that

bar. by, by
0 0 0
0 0 0
Far | 0 0
Frr 0 0
0 FYl,l FYH,l
0 FY]._,P? FYH,M
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f(Cy, My, Yy, Ky) = (Lo, ao, bo).
X y

Then, the CMYK value x =(C''M Y, ' K ') may be
approximated iteratively such that, for n large enough,

|F (%, )-ll=€ (Eq. 146)

for some prescribed tolerance €. Newton’s method may be
used 11 an mitial point 1s close to the minimizer algorithm. To
determine an initial point for Newton’s method a value x, 1s
determine such that

err=|f(xo)-yolstol, (Eq. 147)

where tol 1s an 1n1tial acceptable tolerance.

One of the problems in traditional GCR algorithms 1s that
the CIELab value having equal amounts of cyan, magenta,
and yellow toner/ink 1s often not equal to the CIELab value of
that same amount of black toner/ink. In other words, the
CIELab value of K generally corresponds to unequal amounts
of C, M, Y. If the equal amount of C, M, Y, K values are used

as the initial point to Newton’s algorithm, the above 1nequal-
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ity may not be satisfied. A better 1nitial point may be obtained
by removing unequal amounts of cyan, magenta, and yellow
from the CMY value respectively, and adding the K value.

The maximum error using this process may be improved from
the typical UCR error value of 14.42 to 10.50.

On this region, for any K, the associated CIELab value 1s
computed using

§(0,0,0,K)—= (L% a® b%) (Eq. 148)

Then, the CMY value corresponding to this K 1s determined
using

g(L™,a"b™)—=(CH M5 1F) (Eq. 149)
to establish an equivalence
K< (CE MK YK, (Eq. 150)

This repeated for a sequence of K values span the range of (0,
1). For any given (C,M, Y) value, there exists a maximum K
value whose corresponding (C*?,M*? Y*#) satisfies

C=C* or M=M*? or Y=1** (Eq. 151)
A sequence of K values 1s determined such that
K={K=K,i=1,2,...,p}. (Eg. 152)

The corresponding (C~' ,M* . Y**)’s can also be removed
from the (C, M, Y) value. Then, the CMY value (C, M, Y) 1s
converted to a sequence of CMYK values such that

CMYK'={(CH M~ Yo)i=1,2,..., p}, (Eq. 153)

where C*=C-C, M"*=M-My: and Y**=Y-Y, which
yields an optimizing GCR algorithm. |

Given an 1itial CMY, the optimized GCR algorithm may
determine an associated (C',M',Y'.K") such that the quality

IF(C MY, K)-F(C.MY0) (Eq. 154)

1s relatively small. With an initial point close enough to the
mimmizer, the multidimensional Newton’s method may be
used to determine the optimal value of (C',M'Y'"K"). For

example, let

e ( C ) - e (Eq. 135)
- M
f= fﬂ ,.?C= Y an'= 'ﬂ:-y= 'ﬂﬂ
kfb; kK,a kb,i kaA

where y,, 1s the corresponding CIELab value of the original
CMY color (e.g., the desired CIELab value for the optimizer
of the (C',M', Y',K")). f(x) then represents the mapping from
CMYK to CIELab and expresses as a RBF. For example,

N (Eq. 156)
filx)=Ax+a;+ Z w i@ i([|lx = cil]),
-1

where j=1, 2, 3 correspond to {f,, f,, f,}. Then, f(x+h)=f
(x)+f'(x)h, where §'(x) is in the form of Jacobian matrix
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(of. Ofn 9fL Ofi) (Eq. 157)
aC oM dY 9K
J = f'(x) = 0fc Ofa 9fa dJa |
aoC oM 0Y 0K
dfy dfp dfs dfp
. AC M Y 0K

Foreach iteration k., X, ,=x,-J(x,)” " (f(v,)-F(v,)). This itera-
tion stops when ||(f(x, )-y,)||<107>.

The dimension of the Jacobian matrix 1s generally 3x4. In
order to change 1t to an invertible Jacobian matrix. The black
value of the (C,M, Y,K) color remains unchanged. The Jaco-
bian matrix 1 Equation 149 1s then changed to

(0fL OdfL 9fi) (Eq. 158)
aC oM aY
: 0fa 0fa 9Ja
J = e
FPO=\35¢ am 3y
o, of Ot
N dC oM O8Y /
Solving the Equation 149 using SVD obtains
( Ciqr (Eq. 159)
M1
X —
k+1 Yoo
\ K /

At each 1teration, check 1f the C, M, Y wvalues 1n the con-
verted (C, M, Y, K) analyzer to determine whether they are in
the range of [0, 1], (e.g., if X, ,'=1 or X, ,'<0, where i=1, 2, 3
correspond to C, M and Y component respectively). 1T the
value of the i”” component is out of the range,

o x(hz1

1_ 1 (Eq. 160)
el { 0, x() =0’

The i”” component remains unchanged for the rest of the
iterations. The column that corresponds to this component
from the Jacobian matrix J 1s then removed, and the constraint
on the black component 1s relaxed by adding the partial
derivatives with respect to black 1n the matrix J. For example,
if x(2)=1, the magenta component 1s removed. The Jacobian
matrix J, , becomes

(dfL OdfL 9fL) (Eq. 161)
aC M aY
Jioy = 0fa O0Js Ofa anid
0C oM oY
Ofp O0fp Ofp
N dC JM JY /
( Cra1 ) (Eq. 162)
1.0
g+l = Yoo
K1 )

Generally, any given CMY value of (C>0 & M>0 & Y>0)
converges to a CMYK value with the CIELab value differ-

ence practically zero.
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As described above, each black level K, (e.g., CMYK=(0,
0, 0, K) can be mapped to a CMY value of (C,,M,, Y,). For
any CMY value (C>0 & M>0 & y>0), there exists a set of
values {K,,i=1, 2, ..., p} in which a corresponding {C*,M*,
Y*®,i=1, 2, ..., p} may be removed from C,M, and, (e.g.,
C=C" & M=M" & Y=Y",i=1, 2, ..., p). Generally, for one
CMY wvalue, there exists a set of CMYK values {C—C‘I“',,M—
M7 Y-Y*K.,i=1,2, ..., p} that can be used for the initial
points to the multidimensional Newton’s optimization algo-
rithm. Thereafter, the set of values f~'(L,, a,, b,) may be
determined as a one-dimensional manifold based on the pre-
image theorem.

For example, X—=Y be a smooth map between manifolds.
Thus, a point is a regular value of f if for all x:xef~*(y) and the
map df: T, X—T,Y is subjective. Here, T X and T Y are the
tangent spaces of X and Y at the points x and y. Again, with
F:X—Y being a smooth map, yeY may be a regular value of
f. Accordingly, x:xef ' (y) is a submanifold of X with dim
f~1(y)=dimX-dimY.

For color conversion, A={set of elements of CMY K} and
B={set of elements of CIELab }. A function f=(f,, f_, f, ) that
maps A to B 1s 1n the form of RBFs described in Eq. 156 and
¥ 1s continuous and differentiable. For a CIELab value yeB, if
the Jacobian matrix describedin Eq. 157 at yis full rank, (e.g.,
rank 1s equal to 3), then y 1s a regular point of 1. Generally,
there exists a manifold S=f~'(y), S © A with the dimension of
one.

These one-dimensional manifolds based on the pre-image
theorem are then determined. For example, for any CIELab
value y that 1s 1nside the printer gamut, obtain the CMY value
using g(y)—(C, M, Y). Then, determine whether min(C, M,
Y)=0. If so y 1s not a regular point since its Jacobian matrix
will be rank deficient. Otherwise, 1f min(C, M, Y)>0, the
initializing algorithm 1s performed to obtain the sequence of
the CMYK value CMYK' described 1n Eq. 155.

The Jacobian matrix 1s monitored at each starting point to
decide 11 vy 1s a regular point. If y 1s a regular point, the
optimized GCR algorithm 1s performed to obtain optimized
value for each starting point, (e.g., obtain the 1-dimensional
manifold S © A, and S=f~'(y)). When there exists a level set
of CMYK values S=f"'(y) that correspond to the same
CIELab value, yveB, the optimal solution for the toner/ink
selection can be obtained for a given objective function.

The objective function can be toner/ink cost based. That 1s,
the objective function 1s to minimize the cost of printing or
toner/ink coverage. For example, min(C+M+Y +K) 1s the
minimum amount of C+M+Y +K obtained from the level set.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

38

The data in FIG. 5 for the original CMY value {0.7, 1, 1}
results 1 the total amount of toner/ink being 270%. The

minimum total amount of toners/inks 1n the CMYK level set
is 84.2% corresponding the CMYK value of {0.066186,
0.031126, 0, 0.74461} resulting in a total toner savings of
185.8%. Because values 1n a CMYK level set correspond to
the same CIELab value, the toner savings 1s achieved with
little or no quality degradation.

Color Conversion with Ink Limitations

Another challenging task in color printing relates to the
limitation of the amount of toner/ink coverage on a page to
avold excessive bleed-through. This task 1s particularly
important for inkjet printing. When there exists a limit for the
maximum amount of toner/ink coverage allowed per spot
color printing, color conversion in highly saturated color
regions or dark neutral color regions are generally affected.
The color conversion affected by this limit includes the
CIELab to CMY color conversion. The L, norm approxima-
tion may provide a suitable solution for solving the neutral
color conversion problem and the L, approximation may be
suitable for color conversion 1n saturated color regions. For
both approaches, RBFs with linear programming may be
employed. The existence of a toner/ink limitation may be
added as a constraint 1n the linear programming problem
formulations. For example, the color conversion with the
toner/ink limitation problem may now be formulated via both
L, and L_, approximation algorithms. The L, algorithm may
be a modified BR primal algorithm with an added constraint
while the L algorithm may be developed based on the BP
dual algorithm to extend the three-stage algorithm to a four-
stage algorithm.

To analyze 1ink limitation problem using the L, approxima-
tion, g(z) 1s used to represent the mapping from CIELab to

CMY in the form of an RBF as:

" (Eq. 163)
gi(2;) = Az + oo + Z @i ||z — cill),
i—1

where k=1, 2, 3 corresponding to {g¢, x5 gy Then, z—{L,
a, b}j, where1=1,2,...,nand =1, 2, ..., m. The dimension
of A, 1s 1x3 corresponding to the dimension of the domain.
The dimension of a, 1s 1. Therefore, there are n+4 coelficients
in such that Eq. 163 may be written as:

g (z;) =z, 1, delllz; —cill), dellz; —c20Ds .o e lllz; — cill) (Eq. 164)
‘. o
qug \
U0
i
X2
\ Win
n+4
__;;__,
iy (Eq. 165)

Z Wi £ (Z:).
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The L, error for each data point of component of C, M and
Y using nonnegative variables are defined as

n+4

(Eq. 166)
g21(Zi) — Z Wi i (Z) = by — vy
i—1

e

and the coetlicients for each component using nonnegative
variables are defined as w;=b,,—c,,, where u, , v, , b;,, ¢;,=0.

Basis R
Uc C,
uc,, C,,
uM, M,
uM_ M.
uy, Y,
uy,, Y,,

Sy L
S, L
Marginal m
Cost

._I’.:

The primal linear programming problem in the L, sense may
be 1llustrated by the constraint of the toner/ink limit applying
to the color data with a toner/ink summation exceeding the
total amount of toner or ink (e.g., C+M+Y +K>L, where L 1s
the total amount of toner or k). In this regard,

, (Eq. 167)
Minimize & = Z Upj+vijtup;+va;+is;+Vvs;
=1
subject to
» (Eq. 168)
Z (ar; —D1)F1(z)) +uj+vyj=C;
i=1
n+4 (Eq. 169)
Z (a2; —bpj)Fi(z5) +unj +vaj = M,
=1
o (Eq. 170)
Z (asj = b3 j)F3(z)) +uzj+v3j =Y
i=1
» (Eq. 171)

Z(ﬂu — b1 )F1(z) +
i—1

n+4 n+4

Z (a2; — D2 )F2;(2j1) + Z (az; — b3 j)F3(z) < L,
=1 =1
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where J={j1C,AM,+Y >L} {i=1, 2, .. ., m}, u,, v, by,

c..20.k=1,2,3,1=1,2,...,n,and =1, 2, ..., m.

With this in mind, a condensed 1nitial simplex table for the
CIELab to CMY conversion with the toner/ink limaitation L 1s
established 1n the table below where p denotes the number of

color data points that exceed the toner/ink limait. The slack
variables s,’s are then added 1n Eq. 171.

bq - bcﬁ le bMH b}?l b}?ﬁ
Fll,l FIHJ 0 0 0 0
F11 e Flﬂm 0 0 0 0

0 ... 0 F, F, | 0 0
0 0 FEl,ﬁ- Fzﬁ_jm 0 0
0 0 0 0 F3151 FBHJ
0 0 0 0 F31,ﬁ- FBH,m
Flli;l Fln;l 1:211;1 FEH;l 1:311;'1 F3ﬁ-vf1
3 Lp E Lnjp FEIJP FEHJLH F31JP F3w1v
m+p m+p m+p m+p m+p m+p

Z Fll,j Z Fln,_.f Z le,.,f Z Ff"’l,j Z F?*n,_.f
j=1 =1 =1 j=1 =1

The slack variables s,’s are then added 1n Eq. 171.

The modified BR’s algorithm may then be described 1in two
stages. In the first stage, there are three sets of n 1terations for
the C, M, and Y components respectively. In each of the n
iterations, the pivotal columns are restricted to b, and c,. The
vector entering the basis 1s the one with the largest nonnega-
tive marginal cost. The vector leaving the basis 1s chosen from
v, and u, for the one causing the maximum reduction in the
objective function. The interchange of vectors leaving and
entering the basis are these performed within the same color
component.

Inthe next stage, the nonbasic u, or v; are interchanged with
the basic u;, v, or s;,. Neither b, or ¢; 1s allowed to leave the
basis. The criteria for selecting vectors leaving and entering,
the basis are the same as that in the first stage. The interchange
of vectors v; and u, leaving and entering the basis may be
performed within the same color component. However, w/,
can be interchanged with the v, and u, vector for any color
component. Once the vector s ; leaves the basis, 1t 1s generally
not allowed to enter back onto the basis. The 1teration stops
when all the marginal costs are non-positive. Thereatter, basic
vectors b, or ¢, may be iterchanged with the corresponding

nonbasic vectors c; or b,.

As discussed above, the BP dual algorithm may be a rela-
tively good algorithm for color conversion using L., approxi-
mation. For the color conversion with the toner/ink limitation,
a constraint may be added in the problem formulation of the
BP dual algorithm using the L. approximation.

In this regard, the L errors may be defined for component
of C,MandY:
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n+4
Ec = 12%_:?” ;WﬂfFﬂf(Zj) -
n+4 (Eq. 173) O i
Em = max ;wm;me(zj) - M; ; =i
n+4 (Eq. 174)
£y = max Z wyi Fyi(z;) = ¥ subject to
= - 10
Then, the problem may be formulated 1n the primal form by Z (o, -7
minimizing; E=_+§ ,+&,, subject to /=1
15 m
Z [log -1
4 (Eq. 175) =
£t ) aaFalz) = C
=1
nt+4 (Eq. 176) 20 =1
Ec — Z wctii(Zj) = _Cj
=1 i
2l
n+d (Eq. 177) =1

Em + Z Ui Fni(2;) 2 M
i—1

n+4

Em — Z Ui Frni(2) 2 —M;
=1

nt+d

é“y + Z ﬂ'f};jF};j(Zj) = YJ'
i=1

nt+4

€= ) auFylz)) = =Y,
i=1

n+4

— (aft:tii(Zﬂ) + afmiFmi(Zﬂ) + 'ﬂ'fyiFyi (ZJ.{)) < L,
i=1
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Transformed from the primal formulation, the dual formu-

(Eq. 172) lation 1s performed by maximizing,

> Z [(E}:f B

(Eq. 178) =1
[,
(Eq. 179) ; »
30
_Ja_jﬁp
(Eq. 180)

[(U- S Iﬂ;)ci + (Qm,_‘ _lmj)Mi + (Qyi _Iyi)}/j] -

(Eq. 182)

(Eq.

(Eq.

(Eq.

(Eq.

(Eq.

(Eq.

(Eq.

183)

184)

185)

186)

187)

188)

189)

where z—={L, a, b}, j=1, 2, . . ., m, I={(jlIC,+M +Y >L}
(Eq. 181) 39 E{jzl’ 2’ o m}? Fj:[lﬂ Zj! q)l(zj)! ¢2(Zj)! SRR ¢n(zj)]n+4:
ij:[la Zﬂ: q)jl(zjf): q)jz(zjf): R q)n(zjf)]n-|—45 q)zj:q)i(zj): and p

denotes the number of color data points that exceed the toner/

ik limat.
A modified BP L_ approximation algorithm may be used
where Ec, Em, Ey=0, o, O, . . . ., unrestricted, zj:{L, a, 40 lor solving the color conversion from CIELab to CMY with a
by,i=1,2,...,m, J={jlIC,+M,+Y >L} = 1i=1,2, ..., m}, toner/ink limitation L. based on the condensed initial simplex
and F=[1,z, ¢,(z), 0-(Z), . . -, 9,(2))],,,4: table below.
Basis S¢ Sc Sazy Sar,, Sy, SY,,  Scmyy Scary;,
ey Fe ' Fe,,t 0 0 0 0 Fep,' Fey o
ac, Fe,,' Fe,,. O 0 0 0  Fe. ... Fg
Qa, 0 0 Far, * Far, jmf 0 0 Fagy, Far, .,
Uas ” 0 0 FMP?,I ’ FMH,W ‘ 0 0 FMHJ ] FMP?JP
Oy, 0 0 0 0 Fy, " Fr, Friy Fry,,
Oy, 0o ... 0 0 0 Fy, " Fy,, Fr., Fr, .,
W 1 . 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Was 0 . 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
Wy 0 . 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Marginal Cost -C, -C . -M; -M_ -Y, -Y,. L L
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In the first stage of the BP algorithm, the first n simplex
iterations are performed. For example, the o . vectors may be
moved out of the basis. The vector entering the basis 1s
selected from s to correspond to that with the largest absolute
reduced cost. The o, vectors may be moved out of the basis.
The vector entering the basis 1s selected from s, to correspond
to that with the largest absolute reduced cost. The a,, vectors
may be moved out of the basis. The vector entering the basis
18 selected from s, to correspond to that with the largest
absolute reduced cost.

In the second stage of the BP algorithm, € . 1s forced out of
the basis. The vector entering the basis 1s selected from the
remaining nonbasic vectors s, and c_ 1s not allowed back onto
the basis. &__is forced out of the basis. The vector entering the
basis 1s selected from the remaining nonbasic vector s, and
a.,,, 1s not allowed to move back onto the basis. £, is forced out
of the basis. The vector entering the basis 1s selected from the
remaining nonbasic vector s, and o, 1s not allowed to move
back onto the basis.

In the third stage of the BP algorithm, the pivotal column 1s
chosen corresponding to the most negative marginal cost. The
prvotal row may then be chosen by the ratio selection rule.
The interchange of nonbasic vectors s, and basic vectors s,
may be performed within the same color component. The
iteration continues until all marginal costs corresponding to
the nonbasic vectors s_, s,, and s, are nonnegative. The
vector s_,,,. 1s not allowed to enter the basis.

A fTourth stage 1s added to perform simplex iteration inter-
changing nonbasic vectors including all the remaining vec-
tors s, s, s,, and s_, . and the basic vectors in the basis.
Nonbasic vectors s_, s,,, and s, interchange with basic vectors
of's,s,,, and s, respectively. The nonbasic vectors s_, s, and
s, interchange with any basic vectors of s, s, and s, ending

when the marginal costs are nonnegative. The function ¢ thus
satisfies the Haar condition as described in above.

Gamut Mapping

The mventive embodiments of out-of-gamut conversion
that include CIELab to CMYK gamut conversion may be
described as follows. First, the thresholds for color difference
in hue angle T, and color difference 1n lightness T, based on
the perceptual color difference tolerance are deﬁned Next,
the output device gamut boundary gmt, specified in the
CIELab color space 1s defined. This boundary may be
expanded into a few layers with a small increment each time
(e.g., {gmt i=1,2, ..., N}).Ineach layer, the CIELab values
are {(L, a, b),;, j=1, 2 , m,}. The corresponding color in
CIELchis {(L C h)I L= 1 2 ,m_}, where m, is the number

of the CIELab Colors 1n the layer 1. Then the CMY value 1s
obtained using

gollL.a,0)))=>(CM ), (Eq. 190)

where g, 1s the mapping function from CIELab to CMY based
on the inside gamut colors. The CIELab data in the first
expanded layer is (L, a, b),={(L, a,b),,,j=1,2,...,m, }. The
number of color data points 1n gmt, 1s (C,M,Y),= {(C M,Y), 0
=1, 2, . ml} m,. I[f any C, M, and Y component value 1n
(C, M, Y)l 1s smaller than O or greater than 1, then the value

1s changed to O or 1 respectively. The (C, M,,Y)l may then be
changed to (C, M, Y)'l. (L, a, b)'] 1s obtained using

fﬂ(cl_;':MuiYljlno)“"(lflj'ﬂu':bl_;')
where f, 1s the mapping function from CMYK to CIELab

(Eq. 191)

based on the 1nside gamut colors. Then (L, a, b)'1 to (L, C, h)'1
is converted and the lightness difference ({dL,,, j=1, 2, . . .,
m, } and the hue difference ({dh,, j=1, 2, . . ., m,} are
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calculated for each data point between (L, C, h), and (L, C,
h),. It dh >T1, or dL1j>T,, (L, C, h)', 1s converted to (L, C,

h)", by makmg the following changes in L', ; and I’ :

; {Llj + 1, Lij :}Llj (EC_[ 192)

Llj_TLa Lij {Llj

., {hlj-l_Thﬂhij}hlj (Eq 193)

hij—Ta ;< hij

The steps may be repeated until the (C, M, Y), values are
found to meet the criteria of T, and T, . Then all out-of-gamut
CIELab values (L, a, b), may be mapped in gmt] with (C, M,
Y),. Models of g, and §, are then generated using the data
points 1 gmtl:

g1({L,a,0);)=(CM, Y)and (Eq. 194)

J1(CM N1)—>(L.a,b). (Eq. 195)

Each of the above steps may then be repeated and the
CIELab data interpolated in {gmt, i=2, 3, . .., N} to find
H{CMY),,j=1,2, ..., m,}. The iteration stops when the last
color layer reaches optimized color ranges (e.g., as described
in U.S. Pat. No. 6,719,392, the entire contents of which are
incorporated by reference)

When the RBF models f, and g, are generated based on the
data points 1n the gamut layer gmt,, the data used 1n generating
these models may contain two parts. The first part includes the
data that fits the model g ,_,y and the data of f,_,, that is
generated based on the gamut layer 1-1. The second part
includes the data not fitting g ,_,yand f,_,,. This second part
has C, M, orY values either below O or above 1 using f,_,,and
1s clipped to erther 0 and 1 and refined with the thresholds T,
and T,.

In doing so, the models generated for each gamut layer are
continuous and smooth. To summarize, the gamut mapping
direction 1s obtained by creating the numerical model guided
by a perceptual color difference model. The advantages of
this technique are that more levels are obtained from this
gamut mapping algorithm. Moreover, out-of-gamut colors 1n
a close neighborhood vary continuously. The direction of the
gamut mapping 1s not fixed, rather i1t varies smoothly to pro-
vide aesthetically pleasing color mappings.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart 1llustrating a method 700 of color
conversion in one exemplary embodiment of the invention. In
this embodiment, the color conversion system 100 receives
image data having CIELab color values outside of a color
gamut of a printer 1n the process element 701. The color
conversion system 100 then determines a color gamut of the
printer 106, or another imaging device, 1n the process element
702. The processor 110 may generate a numerical model that
1s used to convert the color values of the image data to the
color values of the printer 106 1n the process element 703. For
example, the processor 110 may generate an RBF based
numerical model to perform a CMYK to CIELab color con-
version (1.€., a forward conversion model). The processor 110
may, however, forgo the computational complexity associ-
ated with generating a CIELab to CMY, or reverse, model.
Then, the processor 110 may generate a lookup table of
CMYK color values and corresponding CIELab color values
based on the numerical model in the process element 704 such
that CIELab color values of the image data may be mapped to
the color values of the printer (or other output imaging device)
in the process element 7035. The processor 110 then locates

CIELab color values 1n the lookup table that most closely
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match the mapped CIELab color values to retrieve corre-
sponding CMYK color values in the process element 706. For
example, the processor 110 may compare the mapped color
values to the CIELab color values of the lookup table to
determine whether the mapped color values are of an accept-
able quality in the process element 707. If the color conver-
s10n 1s acceptable, the converted 1image data is transferred to
the printer 106 for printing in the process element 710.

If, however, the mapped color values do not attain a requi-
site color conversion quality, the processor 110 processes the
retriecved CM YK color values 1n the process element 708 until
the 1mage data meets the requisite quality (e.g., a threshold
based on a color difference model as described above). New-
ton’s method or another optimization algorithm may be
applied to the retrieved CMYK color values using the CMYK
to CIELab model until the converted color values reach the

requisite level of image quality (e.g., when the color differ-
ence between the gamut mapped original CIELab color val-
ues of the lookup table and the calculated CIELab color
values reaches to 107%).

Although specific embodiments have been described
herein, the scope of the invention 1s not limited to those
specific embodiments. The scope of the invention 1s defined
by the following claims and any equivalents thereof. For
example, the context of the detailed description often relates
to color conversion from an 1maging device, such as a camera,
for the purposes of printing in a different, typically smaller
color gamut. However, the invention 1s not intended to be so
limited. Rather, the color conversion described herein may be
used to convert color values between virtually any perceptual
color space and any output color space. For example, image
data of a digital camera may be converted so as to “reside”
within the color gamut of a computer monaitor.

In the context of printing, the invention 1s not intended to be
limited to any particular type of printer. For example, the
color conversion described herein may be employed 1n either
ink or toner based printers. Moreover, the color conversion
may be employed 1n printers ranging in size from small
household printers to large commercial printers. In one
embodiment, the color conversion may be implemented as
soltware 1nstructions operable with a host system to map
colors between various color spaces as needed. For example,
soltware instructions may direct a processing system, such as
a general purpose computer, to convert the image data of one
device to the color gamut of another device prior to presen-
tation to the other device.

I claim:

1. A method of converting CIELab color values 1n image
data to a color gamut of an output imaging device, the method
comprising;

receiving the image data from an input imaging device;

generating a CMYK to CIELab model;

generating a table of CMYK color values and correspond-

ing CIELab color values based on the model;

mapping the CIELab color values of the image data to a

CIELab color gamut of the output 1maging device;
comparing the mapped CIELab color values to the CIELab
color values of the table to retrieve corresponding

CMYK color values; and
processing the retrieved CMY K color values to convert the

CIELab color values of the image data to the CIELab

color gamut of the output imaging device,
wherein generating the CMYK to CIELab model com-

prises generating a numerical CMYK to CIELab model

using a radial basis function,
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wherein processing the retrieved CM YK color values com-
prises optimizing the CMYK color values based on the
CMYK to CIELab model via a multidimensional opti-
mization.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein optimizing the retrieved
CMYK color values comprises processing an optimization
algorithm that includes Newton’s method.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein comparing the mapped
CIELab color values to the CIELab color values of the lookup
table comprises identifying the corresponding CMYK color
values via a color difference model for computing differences
between CIELab color values of the table and CIELab color
values of the image data.

4. A color conversion system, comprising:

an output 1maging device having a color gamut and oper-

able to present image data from an input imaging device,
wherein the 1mage data has a plurality of color values;
and

a processor operable to receive the image data from the

iput 1maging device, generate a CMYK to CIELab
model, generate a lookup table of CMYK color values
and corresponding CIELab color values based on the
model, map the CIELab color values of the image data to
a CIELab color gamut of the output imaging device,
compare the mapped CIELab color values to the CIELab
color values of the lookup table to retrieve from the table
corresponding CMYK color values, and process the
retrieved CMYK color values to convert the CIELab
color values of the image data to the CIELab color gamut
of the output imaging device,

wherein the CMYK to CIELab model 1s a numerical

CMYK to CIELab model generated according to aradial
basis function,

wherein the processor 1s further operable to optimize the

retrieved CMYK color values based on the CMYK to

CIELab model via a multidimensional optimization
algorithm.
5. The color conversion system of claim 4, wherein the
output 1maging device 1s a printer and the color gamut 1s a
CIELab color gamut of the printer.

6. The color conversion system of claim 4, wherein the
processor 1s further operable to 1dentily the retrieved color
values via a color difference model and compute differences
between CIELab color values of the table and the CIELab
color values of the image data.

7. The color conversion system of claim 4, wherein the
multidimensional optimization algorithm comprises a multi-
dimensional Newton’s method optimization.

8. A printing system, comprising:

a printer operable to print to a tangible medium; and

a printer controller operable to process a print job from a

host system and transier the processed print job to the
printer, wherein the print job includes image data having
color values and wherein the printer controller com-
prises a processor operable to generate a CMYK to
CIELab model, generate a table of CMYK color values
and corresponding CIELab color values based on the
model, map the CIELab color values of the image data to
a CIELab color gamut of the printer, compare the
mapped CIELab color values to the CIELab color values
of the table to retrieve corresponding CMYK color val-
ues, and process the retrieved CMYK color values to
convert the CIELab color values of the image data to the
CIELab color values of the printer prior to printing to the
tangible medium,
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wherein the processor 1s further operable to generate the
CMYK to CIELab model according to a radial basis
function,

wherein the processor 1s further operable to optimize the
retriecved CMYK color values based on the CMYK to 5

CL

H1.ab color conversion model via a multidimensional

optimization algorithm.

9. The printing system of claim 8, wherein the optimization
algorithm 1s a multidimensional Newton’s method optimiza-
tion algorithm that the processor process to optimize the 10
retrieved CMYK color values.

¥ ¥ # ¥ o
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