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(57) ABSTRACT

A do-1t-yoursell kit assembly and installation method for
mounting a tile assembly to a predetermined support surface,
such as a kitchen backsplash. The kit assembly includes the
tile assembly comprised of one or more tile sheets as well as
all of the installation materials and installation tools required
to accomplish the do-1t-yourself installation 1n a timely man-
ner. Each tile sheet includes a plurality of fixed tile pieces,
which may comprise glass mosaic tiles, and a self-adherent
adhesive layer, which facilitates the mounting of the tile
sheets to virtually any kind of surface. A ready-to-use grout
supply makes it easy to apply the optimal quantity of grout
onto the mounted tile sheet(s), wherein the installation mate-
rials and tools are cooperatively provided to facilitate the
installation method.

19 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD FOR INSTALLATION OF A TILE
ASSEMBLY

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

The present application 1s a divisional patent application of
previously filed, pending application having Ser. No. 13/080,
211 which was filed on Apr. 5, 2011, which 1s based on and
claims priority to a provisional patent application having Ser.
No. 61/321,045 and a filing date of Apr. 5, 2010, each of

which are incorporated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention 1s directed to a “do-it-yourself” home
remodeling kit specifically including a tile assembly which
may be specifically, but not exclusively structured to be
installed over a kitchen backsplash area 1n a minimal amount
of time. The present mnvention 1s also directed to the do-it-
yourself method of installation as well as certain structural
teatures of one or more self-adherent tile sheets at least par-
tially defining the tile assembly.

2. Description of the Related Art

A method of installing glass mosaic tile or other tile mate-
rial pieces by a “do-it-yourself” basis can be complicated,
time-consuming, and costly. Typically, one has to obtain not
only the tile materials but must frequently visit one or more
supply or remodeling stores to buy many of the required
installation materials and/or tools associated with the do-it-
yourself technique. In addition, the individual must already
possess sullicient skill or training to accomplish such an
installation in a timely manner, wherein the final product 1s
suificiently pleasing 1n appearance and structure to resemble
a proiessional installation. Moreover, 1f a professional con-
tractor or like individual 1s not hired to do the installation then
the individual involved 1n the do-it-yourself technique must
be skilled 1n a variety of different techniques, procedures and
structures to accomplish a professionally appearing installa-
tion.

The 1installation of various tiles including mosaic glass
tiles, ceramic tiles, etc. 1s conventionally done with a cement
or “mastic” applied to the surface being covered. Such cement
or mastic may be preformed and purchased separately and
applied separately over the entire surface area being covered.
Accordingly, the cement or mastic may have a universal com-
position including a standard viscosity which may secure the
tile matenal directly to the support surface. However, in many
cases a standard adhesive composition, 1n particular such a
composition intended for a “do-it-yourself” installation, 1s
not suificiently strong to maintain the tile being mounted on a
substantial permanent basis. Also, the application of the mas-
tic or cement to the surface being covered must be suilicient
to distribute the cement or mastic over the area 1n a somewhat
even or at least sufliciently ample basis to maintain the per-
manent adherence of the tile material to the support surface.

Accordingly, there 1s a need in this industry for a do-it-
yoursell installation kit and method of installation which
tacilitates the application of a tile assembly to the intended
surface, such as that of the present invention which incorpo-
rates a tile assembly preferably including one or more seli-
adherent tile sheets. As such, the obtaining, preparing, and
applying mastic or cement to the surface to be covered is
thereby eliminated resulting in a saving of both time and
cifort by the individual. As a result, a preferred and proposed
kit assembly, installation method and tile assembly should
comprise a self-adherent tile assembly including the afore-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

mentioned one or more plurality of tile sheets each of which
include a composite structure which eliminates many of the

procedures and techniques typically included in conventional
do-1t-yourself tile installation assemblies and methods.

Moreover, a proposed do-1t-yourself kit assembly, method
of installation and tile assembly incorporating the self adher-
ent feature, should include and utilize installation materials
and 1nstallation tools cooperatively provided to eliminate the
problems as generally set forth above. As a result the time
consuming efforts of an individual including the necessity for
going to one or more supply stores to obtain a variety of
different installation materials, tools, tile materials, mastic,
cement, etc., would be eliminated.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present imnvention relates to “do-1t-yourself” kit assem-
bly for installing a tile assembly on a support surface such as,
but not limited to, a kitchen backsplash area. The present
invention 1s also directed to a “do-it-yoursell” method of
installation as well as the structural and operative features of
one or more tile sheets defining the tile assembly.

More specifically, the do-1t-yourself kit assembly of the
present invention includes at least one, but more practically a
plurality of self-adherent tile sheets each comprising a back-
ing sheet of predetermined configuration and dimension. A
plurality of tile pieces are collectively and fixedly secured to
an outer face of the backing sheet 1n spaced relation to one
another. In addition, an adhesive layer 1s secured to a rear face
of the backing sheet 1n opposing relation to the plurality of tile
pieces. As such the adhesive layer 1s disposed and structured
to fixedly secure the backing sheet to the support surface on a
substantially permanent basis. Also, a cover sheet 1s remov-
ably disposed 1n overlying, confronting relation to a subse-
quently exposed surface of the adhesive layer.

In at least one preferred embodiment, the plurality of tile
pieces comprises a plurality of mosaic, glass tile pieces which
are preferably, but not necessarily, equally dimensioned and
configured. Further, each of the tile pieces are disposed 1n
equally spaced relation to next adjacent ones of the plurality
of tiled pieces, wherein the spaces between the tiled pieces
define grout channels or grout junctions. Other components
of the kit assembly include a plurality of containers of grout
suificient 1n quantity to cover the exterior exposed surfaces of
the plurality of the tile pieces, once fixedly secured to the
support surface and/or kitchen backsplash. As such, the grout
will be sufficient to {ill the grout junctions between the plu-
rality of tile pieces as set forth above.

In order to provide an eflicient, effective “do-1t-yourself”
kit assembly, a plurality of installation materials and 1nstal-
lation tools are included and are cooperative to facilitate the
do-1t-yourself method of installation. More specifically, the
kit assembly includes at least one but more practically a
plurality of tile sheets preterably, but not necessarily, struc-
tured and dimensioned to have a 12 inch by 12 inch or one
square foot dimension. The installation tools include a pair of
gloves to be worn by the user during the installation. Also, a
cutting blade 1s provided so as to form/modify/adjust one or
more segments of the one or more tile sheets to correspond to
the dimension and configuration of the support surface and/or
backsplash area to be covered.

Also, a “grout tloat” may be utilized to apply the supply of
grout over the exposed surface of the plurality of the tile
pieces as well as fill the grout junctions between the tile
pieces. The grout float 1s also structured to be manipulated in
a manner which applies a sufficient degree of pressure to the
exposed surface of the one or more tile sheets. The result of
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applying a sulficiently greater pressure 1s to fixedly secure the
one or more tile sheets and more specifically the adhesive
layer associated therewith 1n a substantially permanent man-
ner to the support surface. Other installation tools may
include a plurality of spacers which may be inserted between
adjacent ones of the tile pieces associated with the same tile
sheet or adjacent or contiguous ones of the plurality of tile
sheets so as to accomplish an accurate and effective alignment
thereof.

Informational and/or instructional material, such as a
printed brochure, DVD or other viewable media, etc. can also
be included 1n the kit assembly so as to further facilitate the
“do-1t-yoursell” method of mounting or installation. The kit
assembly further includes other portions of the tile assembly
which may comprise at least one, but preferably a plurality of
clongated liner tiles each of which includes a one-piece con-
struction and an adhesive layer on a rear or outer surface
thereol. The adhesive layer of the liner tiles, may be the same
as that associated with that one or more of the tile sheets, and
1s sullicient to fixedly secure the liner tiles about the periphery
of the 1nstalled tile sheets. In addition, a plurality of loose tile
pieces are also included 1n the tile assembly so as to facilitate
replacement or repair of damaged or missing tile pieces
which would normally be fixedly secured to the backing sheet
of the corresponding tile sheet.

The do-1t-yourself tile assembly kit and the various com-
ponents of the kit, as generally described above, facilitate an
casy, efficient and quick method of do-1t-yourself installation
or mounting of the tile assembly 1n the manner generally set
torth hereinafter.

More specifically, the support surface or the backsplash
area on which the tile assembly 1s to be mounted 1s cleaned at
least to the extent of removing any grease, dust or other debris
which would affect the mstallation and/or appearance to the
installed tile sheets. Once the affected are of the support
surface and/or backsplash has been suiliciently prepared
proper measuring 1s done in order to coordinate the dimen-
s1on and the configuration of the one or more tile sheets with
the area on which the tile sheets are to be mounted. This
coordination may include the cutting or severing of portions
of the tile sheet to form at least one tile sheet segment which
corresponds 1n dimension and configuration to the portion of
the support surface on which 1t 1s to be mounted.

A “dry fitting” of the tile sheet 1s next accomplished by at
least partially removing a lower portion of the cover sheet
from the adhesive layer thereby exposing a corresponding
portion of the adhesive layer. This exposed portion of the
adhesive layer 1s applied to the backsplash area on which the
tile sheet 1s to be mounted by applying only a first predeter-
mined or minimal amount of pressure to the tile sheet. This
mimmal amount of applied pressure enables the removal
and/or adjustment of the adhesive and tile sheet form the
support surface. Once accurately aligned and positioned the
remainder of the cover sheet may be removed from the adhe-
stve layer thereby exposing the entire adhesive layer and
allowing the entirety of adhesive layer to confront the area of
the support surface on which 1t 1s to be mounted. A second
predetermined greater pressure 1s then applied to the exposed
face of the plurality of tile pieces, such as by using the grout
float, as will be explained 1n greater detail hereimnafter. The
second, greater predetermined amount of pressure 1s suill-
cient to fixedly and substantially permanently secure the tile
sheet to the backsplash or other area of the support surface.

Subsequently, the grout 1s applied in overlying, covering
relation to the plurality of tile pieces on the sheet or sheets
which have been mounted on the support surface. A sulficient
amount of time 1s allowed for the drying or curing of the grout
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4

and some of the aforementioned cleaning materials may be
used to remove excessive grout from the disposed surface of
the plurality of tiles, once a drying of the grout has occurred.

Therefore, the do-1t-yoursell kit assembly of the present
invention may be specifically utilized to cover the kitchen
backsplash area and as such the plurality of sheets are sudifi-
cient 1n quantity, dimension, configuration, etc. to cover at
least a backsplash area or other support surface area of gen-
erally about 15 square feet. Utilizing the kit assembly, pre-
ferred method of installation and taking advantage of the
structural and operable self-adherent features of the one or
more tile sheets, a 15 square foot support surface area can be
installed with the aforementioned tile assembly 1n as little as
one hour.

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become clearer when the drawings as
well as the detailed description are taken into consideration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the nature of the present
invention, reference should be had to the following detailed
description taken 1n connection with the accompanying draw-
ings i which:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the kit assembly of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 15 a collective view 1n perspective of the various
installation materials and 1nstallation tools accompanying the
kit assembly of the embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of a base portion of a “grout
float” used to apply grout as well as pressure to the 1nstalled
one or more tile sheets accompanying the do-it-yourself kat
assembly of the embodiment of FIG. 1.

FI1G. 4 1s a perspective view of a handle portion of the grout
float.

FIG. 5 1s an exploded view of the handle portion and base
portions of the grout float in a position to be assembled.

FIG. 6 1s a top view of the base portion of the grout float as
represented 1n FIGS. 3 and 5.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of a portion of the do-it-
yoursell method of installation of the kit assembly of the
embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of another portion of the
do-1t-yourself method of installation of the kit assembly of
the embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view of yet another portion of the
do-1t-yoursell method of mstallation of the tile assembly kat
as represented in FIG. 1.

FIG. 10 1s a perspective view of yet another portion of the
do-1t-yourself method of installation of the kit assembly of
the embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 11 1s a transverse sectional view of one of a possible
plurality of tile sheets included in the do-it-yourselt kat
assembly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 12 1s a perspective view of a tile liner piece of the tile
assembly of the do-1t-yourself Okit assembly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 13 15 a collective view of a plurality of tile liner pieces
included in the do-it-yourself kit assembly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 14 15 a perspective view of one of a plurality of loose
tile pieces included in the do-1t-yourself kit assembly of FIG.
1.

Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the
several views of the drawings.

PR.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENT

As shown 1n the accompanying Figures, the present inven-
tion 1s directed towards a do-1t-yoursell mounting or instal-
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lation kit generally indicated as 10 1in FIG. 1. In addition, the
present invention includes the structural and operative details
of a tile assembly including one or more tile sheets and the
method of installing or mounting the tile assembly 1n an
clfective, efficient and time saving manner.

As 1ndicated, the do-1t-yoursell installation assembly 10
comes 1n a packaged form utilizing an appropriately sized and
structured container 12. With primary reference to FIG. 2, the
various components of the kit assembly 10 are collectively
represented and include at least one but more practically a
plurality of tile sheets 14 as well as a plurality of installation
materials and installation tools. When combined and used as
intended, the installation materials and tools facilitate the
do-1t-yourself method of installation of the one or more tile
sheets 14 on a predetermined area of a support surface 16, as
generally represented 1n FIGS. 7 and 8. More specifically, the
dimension, configuration and number of tile sheets 14 may be
such as to facilitate the mounting or installation of the tile
sheets on a predetermined area of the support surface 16. By
way of example only, an intended area for installation of the
support surface 16 may be a kitchen backsplash area. As such,
the size and quantity of the plurality of tile sheets 14 are
suificient to cover a typical surface area, such as being 1n the
range of 15 square feet. However, it 1s emphasized that the
versatility of the do-1t-yourself installation kit 10, attendant
method and structural features of the tile sheets 14 are such
that the present invention could be applied a variety of other
support surfaces, having a variety of greater or smaller sizes
other than the referred to katchen backsplash area. Accord-
ingly, the support surface 16 being a kitchen backsplash 1s
referred to by way of example only.

Again with primary reference to FIG. 2, the installation
tools included 1n the kit assembly 10 comprise a grout float
18, described 1n greater detail in F1IGS. 3-6; a cutting blade 20,
a plurality of spacers 22, a sponge 24, as well as other clean-
ing materials; at least one pair of gloves 26 and informational
and/or mstructional material, such as a printed manual and/or
a DVD or other viewable media; generally indicated as 28. Yet
additional installation tools may also include a screwdriver
and tape measure. Installation materials included as part of
the kit assembly 10 may include a supply of grout 30, pro-
vided 1n suificient quantity and 1n one or more easily acces-
sible containers 32. Use of the grout supply 30 will be
explained with reference to atleast FIGS. 9-11. Moreover, the
supply of grout containers 32 are independently accessible so
as to deliver the grout contained therein to the grout float 18 as
generally indicated 1 FIG. 9, and described 1n greater detail
hereinatter.

As also represented 1n FI1G. 2, the tile assembly includes the
one or more tile sheets 14 as well as a plurality of additional
tile pieces generally indicated as 34. The tile pieces may
include a plurality of elongated one piece liners 43 dimen-
sioned, configured and structured to be mounted along and at
least partially define the peripheral borders of the one or more
mounted tile sheets 14, when installed on the support surtace
16. Structural and operative details of the tile liners will also
be discussed 1n greater detail heremnafter. In addition, the
plurality of extra tile pieces 34 may include a plurality of
loose, detached tile pieces 45 equivalent 1n dimension, con-
figuration and coloring to the plurality of individual fixed tile
pieces 42 formed on an exposed face or surface of each of the
one or more tile sheets 14, as explained in greater detail with
regard to FIGS. 11-14.

Additional structural features of each of the one or more
tile sheets 14 1s represented 1n FIG. 11. More specifically,
cach of the tile sheets 14 may be of a predetermined size and
configuration based on the size and configuration of the area
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of the support surface 16 on which the tile assembly 1s to be
installed. By way of example, when the kit assembly 10 1s
used to cover a kitchen backsplash area of the support surface
16 the plurality of tile sheets 14 may be 15 1n number, wherein
cach sheet has a dimension of 12 inches by 12 inches, or one
square foot. As such, each of the plurality of tile sheets 14
include a backing sheet 40 formed of an appropriate material
such as, but not limited to, an open mesh material. In addition,
the plurality of tile pieces 42 are fixedly secured to an outer
surface of the backing sheet 40 1n equally spaced relation to
one another. In addition, each of the fixed tile pieces 42 may
or may not be of an equivalent dimension and configuration.
However, each of the tile pieces 42 1s appropriately coordi-
nated at least 1n terms of color, texture, etc. to provide an
overall visually pleasing appearance when mounted on the
support surface 16. Moreover, in at least one preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the tile pieces 42, as
well as the one or more tile liner pieces 43 and the individual
loose tile pieces 45 are formed of a mosaic, glass material. It
1s emphasized that other materials, such as ceramic material,
can be used to form the individual tile pieces 42 as well as the
liners 43 and loose tile pieces 45.

Each of the plurality of tile sheets 14 also includes an
adhesive layer 44 extending over the entirety of the corre-
sponding opposed surface of the backing sheet 40, relative to
the placement of the plurality of tile pieces 42. Finally, acover
sheet 46 1s removably disposed 1n overlying, covering and
somewhat protecting relation to the surface 44' of the adhe-
stve layer 44 so as to prevent any mnadvertent adherence of the
one or more sheets 14 to other objects.

While the composition of the adhesive layer 44 may vary,
one preferred embodiment 1includes the adhesive layer com-
prising a cross-linked polyethylene foam, double-coated with
a rubber based adhesive, composed of organic and synthetic
clastomers. As such, the adhesive layer 44 1s accurately
described as being at least partially “pressure sensitive™ as at
least partially represented 1n FIG. 8. The pressure sensitive
characteristics of the adhesive layer 44 1s such that during the
do-1t-yourself method of 1nstallation each of the one or more
tile sheets 14 may be “dry-fitted” to the support surface 16 in
order to accomplish a proper alignment, orientation and/or
positioning relative to one another and to the disposed area of
the support surface 16 itseltf. More specifically, the adhesive
composition 1s such that when a first predetermined or mini-
mal pressure 1s applied to the adhesive layer 44, 1t may be
disposed in removable confronting engagement with the sup-
port surface 16. This allows adjustment 1n the alignment or
orientation of each of the plurality of sheets 14. However
when proper alignment or orientation has been accomplished,
a second predetermined or significantly greater pressure 1s
applied to the exterior or exposed portions of the plurality of
tile pieces 42, thereby fixedly securing the corresponding tile
sheet 14 to the support surface 16 1n a substantially permanent
mannet.

Further with regard to FIGS. 12-14, each of the plurality of
liner tiles 43 may be of different lengths but have a solid, one
piece construction of the mosaic, glass material correspond-
ing to the material from which the plurality of fixed tile pieces
42 are formed. In addition, an adhesive layer, as at 44", may
be secured to the undersurface of each of the plurality of liners
43 so as to facilitate the fixed and substantially permanent
positioning thereof about the peripheral borders of the
installed tile sheets 14. Similarly, the imndividual loose tile
pieces 45 may include an adhesive layer backing as at 44",
The loose tile pieces 45 are used to replace any damaged or
missing fixed tile pieces 42 when such i1s found necessary.
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Appropriate liner material may also be associated with the tile
liner pieces 43 as well as the loose tile pieces 45.

Other structural features of the do-1t-yourself kit assembly
10 specifically relating to the grout float 18 are represented 1n
FIGS. 3-6. More specifically, the grout float generally indi-
cated as 18 includes a base 19 and a handle 21 connected to
one another by connecting members 21', as demonstrated 1n
the exploded view of FIG. 5. Moreover, the base 19 1s formed
of an at least partially flexible material and includes an outer
waterprool or water resistant covering 19'. One purpose of the
grout float 18 1s for the spreading and distribution of the grout
supply 30 over the exposed surface of the plurality of fixed tile
pieces 42. In distributing the supply of grout 30 1t 1s first
delivered to and efiectively spread over the exposed surface
19' of the base 19 of the grout float 18, as represented 1n FIG.
9. For convenience, the supply of grout 30, including that
retained within the various grout containers 32, 1s in aready to
use form. Once applied to the grout float 18 the grout supply
30 1s spread over the exposed surface or faces of the plurahty
of fixed tiles 42. To this extent the grout 1s suilicient 1n
quantity and texture to fill each of the grout junctions or
channels 47 extending about the periphery of each of the fixed
tile pieces 42 and specifically between adjacent ones of the
tile pieces 42.

Another feature of the grout float 18 1s 1ts ability to apply a
greater, predetermined pressure to the exposed face of the
plurality of tile pieces 42 once properly positioned and
secured to the support surface 16. As set forth above, the
second predetermined or greater pressure 1s applied to the tile
sheet 14 by pressing the confronting surface 19' of the base 19
over the exposed face of each of the plurality of fixed tiles 42
to a degree sulficient to fixedly adhere the adhesive layer 44 to
the support surface 16 1n a substantially permanent manner.
Accordingly, the flexibility of the base 19 should be suificient
to be at least partially compressed against the exposed or
outer face of the plurality of tiles 42, without causing damage
thereto.

With primary reference to FIGS. 7-10, the preferred do-it-
yoursell method of installation of the kit assembly 10 1s
sequentially represented. More specifically, the area of the
support surface 16 to which the one or more tile sheets 14 are
to be applied should be thoroughly cleaned so as to remove
any grease, dust, debris, particles, etc. which would intertere
with the adherence of the tile sheets 14 to the support surface
16. Cleaning may be accomplished utilizing a plurality of
different cleaning solutions to properly prepare the support
surtace 16.

Thereafter, as represented in FIG. 7, the specific area of the
support surface 16 1s measured and compared with and/or
coordinated to a first or subsequent one of the plurality of tile
sheets 14. This coordination may result in a determination of
differences 1n the dimension and configuration of the support
surface 16 and that of the tile sheets 14. Upon such an occur-
rence, the cutting blade 20 included within the kit assembly
10 can be used to cut through the corresponding tile sheet 14
by directing the blade to pass through the backing sheet 40,
the adhesive layer 44 and the cover sheet 46. In doing so, the
cutting blade 20 may pass 1nto appropriate ones of the grout
channels or grout junctions 47 and between adjacently posi-
tioned ones of the fixed tile pieces 42, as desired.

Once the dimension and configuration of the tile sheet 14
and the surface area 16 has been established, there may be a
“dry-fitting” of the cover sheet to the surface area 16 as
generally represented 1n FIG. 8. In doing so, the cover sheet
46 1s at least minimally removed from preferably a lower end
or periphery of the tile sheet 14 and the tile sheet 1s bent or
tolded mto an orientation where the adhesive layer 44 may be
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disposed 1n confronting relation to the corresponding portion
of the support surface 16. In accomplishing this dry-fitting
procedure, only a first predetermined or minimal amount of
pressure 1s applied to the outer or exposed face of the tile sheet
14. This will allow the adhesive layer 44 to removed from the
support surface 16 at least one or two times, such that the
corresponding tile sheet 14 can be properly aligned, oriented
and positioned. Once the proper alignment has been estab-
lished, the cover sheet 46 1s completely removed thereby
exposing the entirety of the adhesive layer 44 and allowing
the exposed surface 44' thereot to be disposed in confronting
relation to the support surface 16. Once so positioned, the
grout float 18 1s applied to the exposed frontal portions of the
plurality of fixed tiles 42 1n a manner which supplies a second
predetermined or greater pressure to the tile sheet 14. This
greater pressure will be sulfficient to accomplish a substan-
tially permanent adherence of the tile sheet 14 and adhesive
layer 44 to the support surface 16.

As represented 1n FIGS. 9 and 10, the supply of grout 30 1s
then applied to the surface 19' of the base 19 and spread
continuously over the entire surface area of the mounted tile
sheets 14. This 1s accomplished by a predetermined or pre-
ferred directional stroking in a manner which efficiently
accomplishes the filling of each of the grout junctions or grout
channels 47 with the grout material 30. A suificient time of
generally about 30 minutes 1s provided to allow the grout to
dry. Thereafter, a moistened sponge 24 1s utilized, as well as
possibly other cleaning matenals, to remove any excessive
grout from the face of the fixed tiles 42. This cleaming of the
excessive grout 1s accomplished 1n a manner which allows the
at least partially dried grout within the grout junctions 47 to
remain. Other features demonstrated in F1G. 10 1s the removal
of any obstacles or objects from the support surface 16 using
an included screwdriver, such as the removal of a face plate
covering a socket.

Since many modifications, variations and changes 1n detail
can be made to the described preferred embodiment of the
invention, i1t 1s intended that all matters in the foregoing
description and shown in the accompanying drawings be
interpreted as 1llustrative and not 1n a limiting sense. Thus, the
scope of the invention should be determined by the appended

claims and their legal equivalents.
Now that the invention has been described,

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A do-1t-yourself method of mounting a self adherent tile
assembly to a support surface, the method comprising:

preparing at least one tile sheet including coordinating a
dimension and configuration of one tile sheet segment
with that of a portion of the support surface on which the
one tile sheet segment 1s to be mounted,

disposing a first exposed surface portion of an adhesive
layer of the one tile sheet segment 1n confronting relation
to the support surtace,

aligning the one tile sheet segment with the support surface
by applving a first predetermined pressure to the one tile
sheet segment sulificient to removably dispose the
exposed portion to the support surface,

exposing a remainder of the surface of the adhesive layer of
the one tile sheet segment and disposing the entire
exposed surface of the adhesive layer in confronting
relation to the support surface, and

applying a second predetermined greater pressure to the
one tile sheet segment suificient to fixedly secure the one
tile sheet segment to the support surface 1n a substan-
tially permanent manner.




US 8,539,736 Bl

9

2. A method as recited 1n claim 1 further comprising mea-
suring the portion of the support surface corresponding to the
s1ze of the one tile sheet segment with the measured portion.

3. A method as recited 1n claim 2 further comprising sev-
ering and removing at least one portion of the one tile sheet
segment to shape the remainder of the one tile sheet segment
to the portion of the support surface.

4. A method as recited 1n claim 3 comprising dry-fitting the
remainder of the one tile sheet segment to the measured
portion of the support surface.

5. A method as recited in claim 1 comprising partially
removing a cover sheet of the tile assembly prior to disposing,
the first exposed portion in confronting relation to the support
surface.

6. A method as recited 1n claim 1 comprising applying
grout material over an exposed surface of a plurality of tile
pieces defining an outer face of the tile sheet and 1nto grout
joints disposed between the plurality of tile pieces.

7. A method as recited in claim 1 further comprising aifix-
ing a plurality of liner tiles each including an elongated con-
figuration of one piece construction and an adhesive layer
secured to an undersurface thereof, each of said liner tiles
dimensioned and configured to extend along at least a portion
ol a peripheral border of the tile sheet.

8. A method as recited in claim 1 wherein the tile assembly
COmprises:

a backing sheet of predetermined dimension and configu-
ration, said backing sheet formed of an open mesh mate-
rial of construction structured to recerve and retain an
amount of applied grout,

a plurality of tile pieces collectively secured to an outer
face of said backing sheet 1n spaced, fixedly intercon-
nected relation to one another,

wherein said plurality of tile pieces are disposed 1n spaced
relation to one another on said backing sheet; adjacent
ones of said plurality of tile pieces separated by grout
channels, wherein said grout channels and said outer
face of said backing sheet are collectively structured to
receive and retain a corresponding predetermined
amount of applied grout,

an integral adhesive layer secured to a rear face of said
backing sheet 1n opposing relation to said plurality of tile
pieces, and

said adhesive layer disposed and structured to fixedly
secure said backing sheet to the support surface on a
substantially permanent basis, wherein said plurality of
tile pieces, said backing sheet and said adhesive layer are
collectively and suificiently flexible to facilitate prede-
termined orientation of said plurality of tile pieces on the
support surface.

9. A method as recited 1n claim 8 wherein said adhesive
layer, backing sheet and cover sheet are collectively sever-
able; said plurality of tile pieces separable to define at least
one tile sheet segment of reduced size and configuration
relative to the predetermined dimension of said backing
sheet.

10. A method as recited in claim 8 wherein said plurality of
tile pieces comprises a plurality of mosaic, glass tile pieces.

11. A method as recited 1in claim 8 wherein said plurality of
tile pieces are substantially equivalent in dimension and con-
figuration.

12. A method as recited 1n claim 8 further comprising
allixing a plurality of liner tiles each including an elongated
configuration of one piece construction and an adhesive layer
secured to an undersurtace thereof, each of said liner tiles
dimensioned and configured to extend along at least a portion
ol a peripheral border of the tile sheet.
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13. A do-1t-yourself method of mounting a self adherent
tile assembly to a support surface, the method comprising:

preparing at least one tile sheet including coordinating a
dimension and configuration of one tile sheet segment
with that of a portion of the support surface on which the
one tile sheet segment 1s to be mounted,

disposing a first exposed surface portion of an adhesive
layer of the one tile sheet segment 1n confronting relation
to the support surface,

aligning the one tile sheet segment with the support surface
by applying a first predetermined pressure to the one tile
sheet segment sulificient to removably dispose the
exposed portion to the support surface,

exposing a remainder of the surface of the adhesive layer of
the one tile sheet segment and disposing the entire
exposed surface of the adhesive layer in confronting
relation to the support surface, and

applying grout material over an exposed surface of a plu-
rality of tile pieces defining an outer face of the tile sheet
and 1nto grout joints disposed between the plurality of
tile pieces.

14. A method as recited 1n claim 13 further comprising
applying a second predetermined greater pressure to the one
tile sheet segment sullicient to fixedly secure the one tile sheet
segment to the support surface 1n a substantially permanent
mannet.

15. A method as recited in claam 13 wherein said tile
assembly comprises:

a backing sheet of predetermined dimension and configu-
ration, said backing sheet formed of an open mesh mate-
rial of construction structured to receive and retain an
amount ol applied grout,

a plurality of tile pieces collectively secured to an outer
face of said backing sheet in spaced, fixedly intercon-
nected relation to one another,

wherein said plurality of tile pieces are disposed in spaced
relation to one another on said backing sheet; adjacent
ones of said plurality of tile pieces separated by grout
channels, wherein said grout channels and said outer
face of said backing sheet are collectively structured to
receive and retain a corresponding predetermined
amount of applied grout,

an integral adhesive layer secured to a rear face of said
backing sheet in opposing relation to said plurality of tile
pieces, and

said adhesive layer disposed and structured to fixedly
secure said backing sheet to the support surface on a
substantially permanent basis, wherein said plurality of
tile pieces, said backing sheet and said adhesive layer are
collectively and suiliciently flexible to facilitate prede-
termined orientation of said plurality of tile pieces on the
support surface.

16. A method as recited 1n claim 15 wherein said adhesive
layer comprises a pressure activated composition structured
to removably secure said plurality of tile pieces and said
backing sheet to the support surface upon the first predeter-
mined pressure being applied to said plurality of tile pieces.

17. A method as recited 1n claim 16 further comprising
applying a second predetermined greater pressure to the one
tile sheet segment sullicient to fixedly secure the one tile sheet
segment to the support surface 1 a substantially permanent
manner, wherein said pressure activated composition 1s fur-
ther structured to fixedly secure said plurality of tile pieces
and backing sheet to the support surface upon the second
predetermined pressure being applied to said plurality of tile
pieces.
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18. A method as recited 1n claim 13 comprising partially
removing a cover sheet of the tile assembly prior to disposing
the first exposed portion 1n confronting relation to the support
surface.

19. A method as recited in claim 13 further comprising
ailixing a plurality of liner tiles each including an elongated
confliguration of one piece construction and an adhesive layer
secured to an undersurface thereof, each of said liner tiles
dimensioned and configured to extend along at least a portion
ol a peripheral border of the tile sheet.
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