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INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED ABSORBENT
ARTICLE INCLUDING WRAPPING SHEE'T

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATTONS

This application 1s a national stage application under 35
USC 371 of International Application No. PCT/JP2008/
072910, filed Dec. 17, 2008, which claims the prionty of
Japanese Application No. 2008-018494, filed Jan. 30, 2008,
the contents of which prior applications are incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present mmvention relates to individually wrapped
absorbent articles including a wrapping sheet.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Sanitary napkins, one typical example of absorbent
articles, are usually dispensed 1n the form of an individually
wrapped sanitary napkin. Such individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1s adapted to be removed from the wrapping sheet
when 1t 1s actually used by unsealing the wrapping sheet.

The wrapping sheet which individually wraps the sanitary
napkin 1s often used also to wrap the used sanitary napkin for
disposal thereof.

For example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Pub-
lication No. 1997-220244 discloses an individually wrapped
sanitary napkin with an arrangement such that a rectangular
wrapping sheet for the absorbent article 1s provided on one
end thereof with a tape fastener adapted to seal the wrapping
sheet containing the absorbent article and to seal the wrap-
ping sheet a second time when 1t 1s used to contain the used
absorbent article for disposal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It should be considered here that exchange of the sanitary
napkin 1s usually carried out within a relatively tight space
such as a toilet. Furthermore, when 1t 1s desired to wrap the
used sanitary napkin again with the wrapping sheet for dis-
posal thereof, it 1s essential first to position the used sanitary
napkin properly on the wrapping sheet so that the used sani-
tary napkin might not protrude from the wrapping sheet. Then
the wrapping sheet on which the used sanitary napkin has
been properly positioned must be folded back from one end in
the longitudinal direction successively by a given dimension
for each folding back. Taking account of such requirements,

the wrapping sheet 1s preferably arranged to facilitate the user
to wrap the used samitary napkin even 1n a tight space. How-
ever, 1n the individually wrapped absorbent article disclosed
in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication 1997-
220254, the wrapping sheet has no ingenuity facilitating the
user to wrap the used sanitary absorbent article again with the
wrapping sheet for disposal of the used samitary napkin.

In view of the problem as has been described above, 1t 15 a
principal object of the present invention to provide an indi-
vidually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping,
sheet improved so that the wrapping sheet facilitating the
used absorbent article to be wrapped again for disposal
thereof.

Based on findings that the wrapping sheet may be provided
in predetermined regions with displays to achieve the object
set forth above, the inventor developed and accomplished the
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present invention. More specifically, the present invention
provides the individually wrapped absorbent article as will be
described below.

(1) An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
a wrapping sheet comprising an absorbent article having a
shape being relatively long 1n a longitudinal direction having
a liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liquid-impervious back-sheet
and a liquid-retentive absorbent core and a wrapping sheet
having a shape being also relatively long 1n the longitudinal
direction arranged to cover the back-sheet of the absorbent
article so as to be folded back 1n the longitudinal direction of
the absorbent article by a predetermined fold length dimen-
s10m, respectively, with the top-sheet 1nside, the individually
wrapped absorbent article being characterized in that: the
wrapping sheet 1s provided with a first display region having
a predetermined length dimension as measured from one end
of the wrapping sheet 1n the longitudinal direction and the
length dimension ofthe first display region 1s set to be smaller
than the fold length dimension.

(2) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet described above wherein the first display
region 1s located not to be exposed outside 1n the individually
wrapped absorbent article having been folded back by the
fold length dimension.

(3) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet described above wherein an end opposite
to the one end of the wrapping sheet as viewed 1n the longi-
tudinal direction 1s provided with a tape fastener attached
thereto and serving to fix the individually wrapped absorbent
article 1n the folded back state.

(4) An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet comprising an absorbent article having a
shape being relatively long 1n a longitudinal direction having
a liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liquid-impervious back-sheet
and a liquid-retentive absorbent core, on one hand, and a
wrapping sheet having a shape being also relatively long in
the longitudinal direction arranged to cover the back-sheet of
the absorbent article, on the other hand, so that the individu-
ally wrapped absorbent article wherein the individually
wrapped absorbent article 1s folded back onto the top-sheet so
that one end 1n the longitudinal direction may lie 1nside and
the other end lies outside and fixed 1n the folded shape, the
individually wrapped absorbent article being characterized in
that: the wrapping sheet 1s provided with a first display region
having a predetermined length dimension as measured from
the one end 1n the longitudinal direction.

(5) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet described above wherein the first display
region displays information relating to menstruation.

(6) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet described above wherein the wrapping
sheet 1s provided with a second display region having a pre-
determined length dimension as measured from the other end.

(7) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet described above wherein the second dis-
play region has its length dimension larger than that of the first
display region.

(8) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet described above wherein the individually
wrapped absorbent article folded 1n three so that the second
display region in the wrapping sheet may cover the first dis-
play region.

(9) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet described above wherein the individually
wrapped absorbent article 1s adapted to be folded 1n four and
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the third display region 1s covered with the second display
region 1n the individually wrapped absorbent article folded in
four.

(10) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet described above wherein the first dis-
play region and the second display region display contents
correlated with each other.

(11) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet described above wherein the first dis-
play region and the third display region display contents
correlated to each other.

(12) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet described above wherein the tape fas-
tener 1s formed with a display region associated therewith and
the second display region cooperates with the tape fastener’s
display region to form an integrated graphics.

According to the present imnvention, the wrapping sheet
may be provided in predetermined regions thereof with dis-
plays to provide the individually wrapped absorbent article
inclusive of the wrapping sheet adapted to wrap the used
absorbent article again for disposal thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a plan view showing an individually wrapped
absorbent article (individually wrapped sanitary napkin)
according to a first embodiment of the present invention 1n 1ts
unsealed state as viewed from a top-sheet side of the sanitary
napkin.

FIG. 2 1s a plan view showing the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin of FI1G. 1 after having been folded back from
a rear end side of the wrapped absorbent article by a {first
folding dimension.

FIG. 3 1s a plan view showing the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin of FIG. 1 having been folded in three.

FIG. 4 1s a plan view showing the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin of FIG. 1 as viewed from the outer surface of
the wrapping sheet.

FIG. 5 15 a plan view 1illustrating a step of positioning the
used sanitary napkin so as to overlap a first display region of
the wrapping sheet 1n the course of wrapping the used sanitary
napkin with the wrapping sheet.

FIG. 6 1s a diagram 1illustrating the used sanitary napkin
completely wrapped around with the wrapping sheet.

FIG. 7 a plan view showing the individually wrapped
absorbent article (individually wrapped sanitary napkin)
according to a second embodiment of the present invention 1n
its unsealed state as viewed from a top-sheet side of the
sanitary napkin.

FIG. 8 1s a plan view showing the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin of FI1G. 7 after having been folded back from
the rear end side of the wrapped absorbent article by the first
folding dimension.

FIG. 9 15 a plan view showing the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin of FIG. 8 after having been further folded
back from the rear end side of the wrapped absorbent article
by the first folding dimension.

FIG. 10 1s a plan view showing the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin of FIG. 7 having been folded in three.

FIG. 11 1s a diagram illustrating another embodiment of a
second display region on the wrapping sheet in the individu-
ally wrapped sanitary napkin according to the present mnven-
tion.

FI1G. 12 1s a diagram 1llustrating another embodiment of the
first display region on the wrapping sheet 1n the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin according to the present invention.
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DRAWINGS
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1 1individually wrapped sanitary napkin (1ndividually
wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping sheet)

2 sanitary napkin (absorbent article)

21 top-sheet

22 main body section

23 wings

24 wings” adhesive regions

235 protection sheet for adhesive regions

26 rear tlaps

277 rear tlap’s adhesive regions

3 wrapping sheet

31 front end section

32 rear end section

33 first display region

34 second display region

35 third display region

4 tape fastener

41 tape fastener’s display

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Now an individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
a wrapping sheet will be described below on the basis of a
preferred first embodiment thereof with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

In the first embodiment, the present mvention 1s 1mple-
mented 1n the form of an mdividually wrapped sanitary nap-
kin inclusive of the wrapping sheet.

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 3, the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin 1 comprises a sanitary napkin 2 having a
shape which 1s relatively long 1n a longitudinal direction and
a wrapping sheet 3 having a shape which is also relatively
long 1n the longitudinal direction and located to cover a back-
sheet side of the sanitary napkin.

Referring to FIG. 1, the sanitary napkin 2 1s shaped to be
longer i the longitudinal direction and has a section A
adapted to face the relevant excretion organ of the wearer
when the sanitary napkin 2 1s put on, a front section B at a
distance from the section A toward the wearer’s ventral side
when the sanitary napkin 2 1s put on and a rear section C at a
distance from the section A toward the wearer’ dorsal side
when the sanitary napkin 1 1s put on.

The sanitary napkin 2 comprises a liquid-pervious top-
sheet 21 on the side facing the wearer’s skin, a liquid-imper-
vious back-sheet (not shown) on the side facing away from
the wearer’s skin and a liquid-retentive absorbent core (not
shown) sandwiched between the top-sheet 21 and the back-
sheet. The sanitary napkin 2 has a main body 22 shaped to be
relatively long 1n the longitudinal direction and a pair of
wings 23, 23 extending outward in the transverse direction of
both side edges of the main body 22.

The main body 22 1s provided on its side facing away from
the wearer’s skin with main body’s adhesive regions (not
shown) extending 1n the longitudinal direction and the respec-
tive wings 23, 23 are provided on the side thereof facing away
from the wearer’s skin (i1.e., on the back-sheet side) with
wings’ adhesive regions 24, 24, respectively.

The sanitary napkin 2 having a pair of the wings 23, 23
tolded back onto the top-sheet 21 1s placed on the wrapping
sheet 3 so that the main body’s adhesive regions may be
temporarily bonded to the wrapping sheet 3. The wings’
adhesive regions 24, 24 provided on the respective wings 23,
23 are covered with a protecting sheet 25.
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A front end portion of the adhesive region protecting sheet
235 1s folded back and bonded to a rear end portion 32 of the
wrapping sheet 3 by means of adhesive (not shown) when the
individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 1s folded back.

Referring to FIG. 1, the wrapping sheet 3 has a substan-
tially rectangular shape and provided on a front end 31 as one
of its longitudinally opposite ends with a tape fastener 4. The
wrapping sheet 3 has a length dimension larger than that of
the sanitary napkin 2 and a width dimension larger than that of
the main body 22 of the sanitary napkin 2. In other words, the
wrapping sheet 3 1s formed to be one size larger than the main
body 22 of the sanitary napkin 2. The wrapping sheet 3 1s
formed by transparent or translucent non-woven fabric or
plastic film and has 1ts mner surface treated with release
agent. The sanitary napkin 2 1s positioned so that the main
body’s adhesive region may be releasably stuck to the inner
surface of the wrapping sheet 3.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 4, the wrapping sheet 3 1s pro-
vided on 1ts outer surface with a first display region 33 in a
range extending from the rear end 32 opposite to the front end
31 by a predetermined dimension. As will be apparent from
FIG. 4, a length dimension L3 of the first display region 33 i1s
smaller than a first fold length dimension L1 which will be
described later.

The wrapping sheet 3 1s further provided on 1ts outer sur-
face, as will be apparent from FIGS. 3 and 4, with a second
display region 34 1n a range extending ifrom the front end 31
of the wrapping sheet 3 by a predetermined dimension. A
length dimension L4 of the second display region 34 1s larger
than the length dimension L3 of the first display region 33.
The length dimension L4 of the second display region 34 1s
substantially same as a second fold length dimension L2 as
will be described later.

The first display region 33 displays information (characters
and graphics) relating to menstruation as seen 1n FIGS. 2 and
4 the second display region 34 provides graphics quite uncon-
nected with the sanitary article as will be seen 1n FIGS. 3 and
4. According to the first embodiment, the second display
region 34 provides graphics such as moon and stars in deep
colored night sky.

While the first display region 33 as well as the second
display region 34 has been described hereinabove to be pro-
vided on the outer surface of the wrapping sheet 3, these
display regions 33, 34 can be visually recognized from the
iner surface since the wrapping sheet 3 1s transparent or
translucent. The second display region 34 1s deep colored and
therefore the wrapping sheet 3 has no transparency in the
second display region 34.

Referring to FIG. 1, the sanitary napkin 2 1s positioned with
respect to the inner surface of the wrapping sheet 3 so that the
front section B of the samitary napkin 2 lies on the side of the
front end side 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 and the rear section
C of the sanitary napkin 2 lies on the side of the rear end 32 of
the wrapping sheet 3.

The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 1s adapted to
be folded back on 1tself so that one end of an assembly of the
wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary napkin 2 wrapped therewith
as viewed 1n the longitudinal direction lies inside and the
other end lies outside. The individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 folded back on 1tself 1n this manner 1s fixed 1n such
folded back configuration by the tape fastener 4.

According to the first embodiment, with the front section B
of the sanitary napkin 2 positioned on the front end 31 of the
wrapping sheet 3 and the rear section C of the sanitary napkin
2 positioned on the side of the rear end 32 of the wrapping
sheet 3, the sanitary napkin 2 and the wrapping sheet 3 are
tolded together from the rear section C and the rear end 32,
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respectively, onto the top-sheet 21 by the predetermined first
fold length dimension L1 and then folded together from the
front section B and the front end 31, respectively, onto the
top-sheet 21. In this manner, the assembly of the sanitary
napkin 2 and the wrapping sheet 3 1s folded in three. Then, the
assembly 1s fixed by the tape fastener 4 in this state folded 1n
three. It should be understood that transversely opposite side
edges of the wrapping sheet 3 folded 1n three are heat sealed.

The first fold length dimension L1 1s in arange o1 30 to 40%
of a length L of the wrapping sheet 3 in the longitudinal
direction. The second fold length dimension 1.2 1s smaller
than the first fold length dimension L1 and specifically in a
range of less than 20 to 30% of the length L of the wrapping
sheet 3 1n the longitudinal direction.

The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to
the first embodiment 1s folded so that the rear end 32 of the
wrapping sheet 3 lies inside and the front end 31 thereof lies
outside. In the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 folded
in this manner, the second display region 34 1s exposed on the
outer side thereof and the first display region 33 1s covered
with this second display region 34 and the front section B of
the sanitary napkin 2. In other words, the first display region
33 is positioned so as to be not exposed outside of the 1ndi-
vidually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 1n 1ts folded state.

With the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 folded 1n
this manner, the second display region 34 having graphics
which are quite not suggestive of the sanitary article 1s
exposed outside and advantageously makes 1t difficult the
wrapped article to be recognized as the sanitary napkin by its
appearance.

When 1t 1s desired to use the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 according to the first embodiment, the tape fastener
4 1s peeled off to unseal the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet
3 and the side of the front section B of the sanitary napkin 2
outward (See F1G. 2). In this phase, the first display region 33
which has been covered with the second display region 34 in
the folded state 1s exposed outside. The first display region 33
containing the mnformation relating to menstruation 1s useful
to reinforce the user’s knowledge and/or to enlighten the right
pieces ol information on menstruation. The first display
region 33 adapted to display the information relating to men-
struation 1s suitable particularly in the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin 1 for teenaged wearer having her first period
for whom 1t 1s essential to have right knowledge and infor-
mation relating to menstruation.

In the folded state prior to actual use of the samitary napkin
2, the first display region 33 1s covered with the second
display region 34 and not exposed outside and therefore the
display of the information relating to menstruation is not
visually recognized.

In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1
according to the first embodiment, after the front end 31 of the
wrapping sheet 3 and the front section B of the samitary
napkin 2 have been unsealed outward, these front end 31 and
front section B are respectively pinched with the fingers and
peeled off from each other to separate the wrapping sheet 3
and the sanitary napkin 2 from each other. The protecting
sheet 25 for adhesive regions bonded to the rear end 32 of the
wrapping sheet 3 1s separated together with the wrapping
sheet 3 from the sanitary napkin 2 as the wrapping sheet 3 and
the sanitary napkin 2 are separated from each other. In this
way, the wearer may use the sanitary napkin 2 having been
separated from the wrapping sheet 3.

The wrapping sheet 3 having served to wrap the sanitary
napkin 2 until the latter 1s actually used by the wearer may be
used also to wrap the used sanitary napkin 32. Specifically, in
view of the fact that the used sanitary napkin 1s inevitably
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stained with menstrual blood, the used sanitary napkin 2 may
be wrapped again with the wrapping sheet 3 and thereby
disposed 1n a sanitary manner.

Specifically, the wrapping sheet 3 may be laid on the outer
surface of the back-sheet 1n the used samitary napkin 2 (See
FIG. 5) and then the wrapping sheet 3 may be folded back 1n
the longitudinal direction to wrap around the used sanitary
napkin 2 with the wrapping sheet 3 (See FIG. 6).

For disposal of the used sanitary napkin 2, the used sanitary
napkin 2 1s placed on the wrapping sheet 3 preferably in the
vicinity of the rear end 32 provided not with the tape fastener
4.This 1s for the reason that the used sanitary napkin 2 may be
tolded back together with the wrapping sheet 3 from the side
of the rear end 32 of the wrapper sheet 3 and the completely
wrapped and folded used sanitary napkin 2 may be easily
fixed by the tape fastener 4 provided on the front end 31 of the
wrapping sheet 3.

The wrapping sheet 3 1n the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 according to the first embodiment 1s provided in the
range defined by the predetermined length dimension from
the rear end 32 with the first display region 33. This first
display region 33 may be used as an indicator when the used
sanitary napkin 2 1s positioned on the wrapping sheet 3. The
wrapping sheet 3 1s sulficiently transparent or translucent to
tacilitate the first display region 33 to be visually recognized

from the 1mside (See FIG. §).

The first display region 33 may be used as an indicator
suggesting the proper fold length dimension by which the
wrapping sheet may be folded back together with the used
sanitary napkin 2 positioned thereon in the longitudinal direc-
tion for disposal of the used sanitary napkin 2. More specifi-
cally, referring to FIG. 5, after the used sanitary napkin 2 1s
placed just on the first display region 33 of the inner surface of
the wrapping sheet 3, the wrapping sheet 3 may be folded
back by the length dimension L3 of the first display region 33
to facilitate the used sanitary napkin 2 to be wrapped around
with the wrapping sheet 3 and thereby to be disposed 1n a
sanitary manner.

When the wrapping sheet 3 1s successively folded back by
the length dimension of the first display region 33, respec-

tively, 1n the longitudinal direction after the used sanitary
napkm 2 has been placed just on the first display region 33 of
the inner surface of the wrapping sheet 3, the outer surface of
the used sanitary napkin 2 successwely folded back1s covered
with the second display reglon 34 provided 1n the vicinity of
the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 (See FIG. 6). The
second display region 34 1s deep colored and has no transpar-
ency and in consequence, the used sanitary napkin 2 covered
with the second display region 34 1s not visually recognized.

In this way, the feeling experienced by the user at the moment
of disposal of the used sanitary napkin i1s noticeably
improved.

The second display region 34 1s dimensioned to have a
length larger than the length of the first display region 33 so
that, after the used sanitary napkin 2 has been successively
tolded back by the length dimension of the first display region
33, respectively, the second display region 34 can cover the
substantially entire outer surface of the used sanitary napkin
2 folded back in this manner for disposal thereof.

The samtary napkin 2 constituting the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to the first embodiment
1s not limited to the particular one as has been exemplarily
described above but the other conventional type of sanitary
napkin 2 also may be used. The kinds of material for compo-
nent members of the sanitary napkin 2 such as the top-sheet
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21, the back-sheet and the absorbent core also may be
selected from the various kinds of material usually used in the
relevant technical field.

Now a second embodiment of the mdividually wrapped
sanitary napkin according to the present ivention will be
described in reference with the FIGS. 7 through 10. Aspects
of the second embodiment distinguished from those of the
first embodiment will be preliminarily described hereinafter
and the members same as or similar to those in the first
embodiment are designated with same or similar reference
numerals. It should be understood that the description of the
first embodiment 1s applicable to the second embodiment
unless otherwise specified.

In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1
according to the second embodiment, the sanitary napkin 2
are folded back together with the wrapping sheet 3 1n four 1n
the longitudinal direction as will be apparent from FIGS. 7
through 10.

Referring to FIG. 7, the sanitary napkin 2 according to the
second embodiment 1s dimensioned to be longer than the
sanitary napkin 2 according to the first embodiment and the
rear section C 1s provided with a pair of rear tlaps 26, 26.
These rear tlaps 26, 26 are provided on the surfaces thereof
facing away from the wearer’s skin (i.e., on the side of the
back-sheet) with rear flaps’ adhesive regions 27, 27, respec-
tively.

Referring to FIG. 7, the sanitary napkin 2 having a pair of
the wings 23, and a pair of the rear wings 26, 26 folded back
on the top-sheet 21 1s placed on the wrapping sheet 3 so that
the main body’s adhesive regions may be temporarily bonded
to the wrapping sheet 3. The wings” adhesive regions 24, 24 in
a pair of the wings 23, 23 and the rear wings” adhesive regions
277, 27 1n a pair of the rear tlaps 26, 26 are covered with the
adhesive region protecting sheet 25.

The adhesive region protecting sheet 25 1s bonded 1n 1ts
longitudinally middle region to the rear end 32 of the wrap-
ping sheet 3 by means of adhesive (not shown) as the indi-
vidually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 1s folded back.

In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1
according to the second embodiment, the wrapping sheet 3
and the sanitary napkin 2 placed on the mner surface of the
wrapping sheet are first folded back together, as 1llustrated by
FIG. 8, from side of the rear section C of the sanitary napkin
2 and the side of the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3 onto
the top-sheet 21 of the sanitary napkin 2 by the first fold
length dimension 1. Then, the wrapping sheet 3 and the
sanitary napkin 2 are folded back again, as illustrated by FIG.
9, from the side of the ear section C of the sanitary napkin 2
and the side of the rear end 2 of the wrapping sheet 3 by a
length dimension substantially same as the first fold length
dimension L1. Finally, the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary
napkin 2 are folded back, as illustrated by FIG. 10, from the
side of the front section B of the sanitary napkin 2 and the side
of the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 by a second fold
length dimension L2. In this manner, the sanitary napkin 2
and the wrapping sheet 3 are folded together 1n four.

The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to
the second embodiment 1s provided with a third display
region 35 adapted to be covered with the second display
region 34 when the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 1s
folded back 1n the manner as has been described just above. A
length dimension L5 of the third display region 35 1s set to be
substantially same as the length dimension L3 of the first
display region 33 and smaller than the length dimension 1.4 of
the second display region 34 as well as the first fold length 1.
According to the second embodiment, the third display region
35 displays information relating to menstruation.
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When 1t 1s desired to use the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 according to the second embodiment, first the tape
fastener 4 1s peeled off to unseal the front end 31 of the
wrapping sheet 3 and the front section B of the sanitary
napkin 2 outward (See FIG. 9). Upon unsealing, the third
display region 35 having been covered with the second dis-
play region 34 1s exposed outside. The third display region 35
also displays information relating to menstruation and serves
to reinforce the wearer’s knowledge and/or to enlighten the
right pieces ol information on menstruation.

In folded state pI‘lOI‘ to actual use of the sanitary napkin 2,
the third display region 35 1s covered with the second dlsplay
region 34 not to be exposed outside and consequently the
display of information relating to menstruation 1s not visually
recognized.

In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1
according to the second embodiment, after the front end 31 of
the wrapping sheet 3 and the front section B of the sanitary
napkin 2 have been unsealed outward, the wrapping sheet 3
and the sanitary napkin 2 are further unsealed, 1n the third
display region 35, toward the rear end 32 of the wrapping
sheet 3 (See FIG. 8). In this state, the first display region 33 1s
exposed outside. According to the second embodiment, the
first display region 33 also displays information relating to
menstruation.

Upon unsealing the individually wrapped sanitary napkin
1, the wearer of the samitary napkin 2 first visually recognizes
information displayed in the third display region 35 and then
visually recognizes information displayed 1n the first display
region 33. The third display region 35 and the first display
region 33 display pieces of information correlated to each
other and thereby allow the wearer of the sanitary napkin 2 to
learn a good deal of knowledge on menstruation and, 1n
addition, to take an interest in unsealing the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin 1.

In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1
according to the second embodiment, with the first display
region 33 exposed on the outer surface, the front end 31 of the
wrapping sheet 3 and front section B of the sanitary napkin 2
are respectively pinched with the fingers and peeled off from
cach other to separate the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary
napkin 2 from each other. The protecting sheet 25 for adhe-
stve regions bonded to the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet
3 1s separated together with the wrapping sheet 3 from the
sanitary napkin 2 as the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary
napkin 2 are separated from each other. In this way, the wearer
may use the sanitary napkin 2 having been separated from the
wrapping sheet 3.

The individually wrapped sanitary napkln 1 according to
the second embodiment achieves the same effect as achieved
by the first embodiment and further provides additional
pieces of information relating to menstruation by the third
display region 35.

It should be appreciated here that the present invention 1s
not limited to the heretofore described embodiments and
these embodiments may be varied or modified 1n many ways
without departing from scope and spirit of the present inven-
tion.

For example, while the first display region 33 1s adapted to
display the information relating to menstruation according to
the first embodiment, the content to be displayed 1n the first
display region 33 1s not limited to such category of informa-
tion.

It 1s possible for the first and second display regions 33, 34
to display respective contents correlated with each other. For
example, the second display region 34 may display 1llustra-
tion of Christmas tree, on one hand, and the first display
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region 33 may display characters or graphics correlated with
Christmas Day, on the other hand, as illustrated by FIGS. 11

and 12.

The first display region 33 and the second display region 34
may display the contents correlated with each other to give
the wearer a certain pleasure or interest in unsealing the
individually wrapped samitary napkin 1.

In addition, the tape fastener 4 1s provided with a display
region 41 exclusively associated with the tape fastener 4 as
will be apparent from FIG. 11. It 1s possible to form an
integrated graphics by combining the content displayed in the
second display region 34 with the content displayed in the
tape fastener’s display region 41.

While the wrapping sheet 1s formed by transparent or trans-
lucent non-woven fabric or plastic film and one surface
thereof 1s release agent treated according to the first and
second embodiments, the wrapping sheet 3 formed by trans-
parent or translucent non-woven fabric or plastic film may be
provided on 1ts mner surface with a separate sheet member
such as release paper. In this case, the separate sheet member
such as release paper will be coated on 1ts inner surface with
release agent.

In this case, it 1s also possible to provide the first display
region 33, the second display region 34 and the third display
region 35 on the outer surface of the sheet member. The
non-woven fabric or the plastic film provided on the outer
surface of the sheet member 1s transparent or translucent and
therefore the sanitary napkin wearer can visually recognize
the first display region 33, the second display region 34 and
the third display region 35 even when these display regions
33, 34, are provided on the outer surface of the sheet member.

The absorbent article as one component of the individually
wrapped absorbent article according to the present invention
1s not limited to the samitary napkin but may be implemented
in the form of incontinent pad, panty-liner, disposable diaper
or the like

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. An individually wrapped absorbent article comprising
an absorbent article and a wrapping sheet, said absorbent
article having a shape being relatively long in a longitudinal
direction having a liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liguid-imper-
vious back-sheet and a liquid-retentive absorbent core and
said wrapping sheet having a shape being also relatively long
in the longitudinal direction arranged to cover said back-sheet
of said absorbent article so as to be folded back 1n the longi-
tudinal direction of said absorbent article by a predetermined
fold length dimension with said top-sheet inside, wherein

said individually wrapped absorbent article 1s folded back

onto said top-sheet so that one end 1n the longitudinal
direction lies mside and the other end lies outside and
fixed 1n the folded shape;
said other end of said wrapping sheet 1s provided with a
tape fastener attached thereto to fix said individually
wrapped absorbent article 1in the folded back shape,

said wrapping sheet comprising a first display region hav-
ing a predetermined length dimension as measured from
said one end of said wrapping sheet 1n the longitudinal
direction, wherein the predetermined length dimension
of said first display region 1s smaller than said predeter-
mined fold length dimension of said wrapping sheet;

said wrapping sheet 1s provided with a second display
region having a predetermined length dimension as
measured from said other end;

said wrapping sheet 1n said second display region has no

transparency, and said wrapping sheet except said sec-
ond display region 1s transparent or translucent; and
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said second display region has said length dimension larger
than that of said first display region, wherein said wrap-
ping sheet 1s folded such that said second display region
of said wrapping sheet covers said first display region of
said wrapping sheet.

2. The mdividually wrapped absorbent article according to
claim 1, wherein said first display region 1s folded back by
said fold length dimension to avoid seeing said first display
region outside of said individually wrapped absorbent article.

3. The mndividually wrapped absorbent article according to
claiam 1, wherein said first display region and said second
display region display contents correlated with each other.

4. The mndividually wrapped absorbent article according to
claim 1, wherein said first display region displays information
relating to menstruation.

5. The individually wrapped absorbent article according to
claim 4, wherein said second display region displays graphics
unrelated to menstruation.
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6. The individually wrapped absorbent article according to 2g

claim 1, wherein said individually wrapped absorbent article
1s folded 1n three so that said second display region 1n said
wrapping sheet covers the first display region.

12

7. The individually wrapped absorbent article according to
claim 1, wherein said individually wrapped absorbent article
1s adapted to be folded in four, and said wrapping sheet
includes a third display region being covered with said second
display region 1n said individually wrapped absorbent article

folded 1n four.

8. The individually wrapped absorbent article according to
claim 7, wherein said first display region and said third dis-
play region display contents correlate to each other.

9. The individually wrapped absorbent article according to
claim 1, wherein said tape fastener 1s formed with a display
region associated therewith and said second display region
cooperates with said tape fastener’s display region to form an
integrated graphic.

10. The individually wrapped absorbent article according
to claim 1, wherein said wrapping sheet has an imnner surface
which 1s the side facing said absorbent article when wrapping
said absorbent article and an outer surface opposite to said
inner surface, and

said first and second display regions are on said outer

surface of said wrapping sheet and are visually recog-
nized from a side of said 1nner surface.
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