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MAGNETIC SOLENOID FOR GENERATING
A SUBSTANTIALLY UNIFORM MAGNETIC
FIELD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present invention 1s a continuation-in-part application

that claims priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/364,
189, filed on Feb. 2, 2009 now U.S. Pat. No. 8,330,566.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to magnetic device
systems, and specifically to a magnetic solenoid for generat-
ing a substantially uniform magnetic field.

BACKGROUND

Magnetic solenoids can be implemented for a variety of
applications to generate a magnetic field, such as 1n an 1nner
volume of the magnetic solenoid. As an example, magnetic
solenoids can be implemented to generate a magnetic field for
a gyroscope, such as a nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
gyroscope that 1s located within the mner volume of the
magnetic solenoid, to induce precession of noble gas 1s0-
topes. As an example, magnetic solenoids can be formed of a
conductive coil that1s configured with a cylindrical geometry.
Depending on the application for which the magnetic sole-
noid 1s intended, such as in an NMR gyroscope application, it
may be desirable to generate a magnetic field that 1s substan-
tially uniform throughout the inner volume of the magnetic
solenoid. However, a cylindrical configuration of the conduc-
tive coil can result 1n an unacceptable non-umiformity of the
magnetic field, such as near the ends of the cylindrical con-
figuration and at points that are off-axis from a central axis of
the cylindrical configuration.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the invention includes a magnetic
solenoid. The magnetic solenoid includes an elongated side-
wall that extends between spaced apart ends. The elongated
sidewall can surround a central axis that extends longitudi-
nally along the sidewall. The elongated sidewall can have a
radius that 1s defined by a compound equation that varies the
radius as a function of position along the central axis.

Another embodiment of the invention includes a magnetic
solenoid. The magnetic solenoid includes an elongated side-
wall that extends between spaced apart ends. The elongated
sidewall can surround a central axis that extends longitudi-
nally along the sidewall. The elongated sidewall can have a
radius that 1s defined by a compound equation having a first
operand that affects along-axis uniformity of a substantially
uniform magnetic field and a second operand that affects
off-axis uniformity of the substantially uniform magnetic
field, such that the substantially uniform magnetic field has a
substantially uniform magnitude and direction with respect to
cach point in three-dimensional space within an inner volume
that 1s enclosed by the conductor coil.

Yet another embodiment of the mvention includes a mag-
netic solenoid that 1s configured to provide a substantially
uniform magnetic field 1n an inner volume that 1s enclosed by
the magnetic solenoid. The magnetic solenoid includes a
central portion 1n which a radius of the magnetic solenoid
about a central axis 1s substantially elliptical. An elliptical
minor axis occupies a plane that 1s normal to the central axis.
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The magnetic solenoid also includes first and second end
portions opposite each other 1n which the radius of the con-
ductor coil tlares outward from the central axis.

Yet a further embodiment of the invention includes a mag-
netic solenoid. The magnetic solenoid includes an elongated
sidewall that extends along and surrounds a central axis
between spaced apart ends. The central axis can include a
center point that 1s approximately equidistant from the spaced
apart ends. The magnetic solenoid also includes a conductive
coil that extends along and conforms to the elongated side-
wall and comprises a plurality of consecutive loops centered
on the central axis. The plurality of consecutive loops can
have a consecutive loop-spacing that 1s non-uniform along
the central axis and having a substantial maximum spacing
value at approximately the center point.

Another further embodiment of the invention includes a
magnetic solenoid. The magnetic solenoid includes an elon-
gated sidewall that extends along and surrounds a central axis
between spaced apart ends. The central axis can include a
center point that 1s approximately equidistant from the spaced
apart ends. The magnetic solenoid also includes a conductive
coil that extends along and conforms to the elongated side-
wall and comprises a plurality of consecutive loops centered
on the central axis. The plurality of consecutive loops can
have a consecutive loop-spacing that 1s non-uniform along
the central axis. The consecutive loop-spacing can be sub-
stantially symmetrical about the center point of the central
axis and having a substantial maximum spacing value at
approximately the center point and substantial minimum
spacing values at approximately the spaced apart ends, such
that the magnetic solenoid 1s configured to generate a sub-
stantially uniform magnetic field with respect to each point in
three-dimensional space within an 1nner volume of the mag-
netic solenoid based at least 1n part on the consecutive loop-
spacing.

Yet another further embodiment of the invention includes
an elongated sidewall that extends along and surrounds a
central axis between spaced apart ends, the central axis com-
prising a center point that 1s approximately equidistant from
the spaced apart ends. The elongated sidewall can have a
radius that 1s defined by a compound equation that varies the
radius as a function of position along the central axis. The
magnetic solenoid also includes a conductive coil that
extends along and conforms to the elongated sidewall and
comprises a plurality of consecutive loops centered on the
central axis. The plurality of consecutive loops can have a
consecutive loop-spacing that 1s non-umiform along the cen-
tral axis and can have a substantial maximum spacing value at
approximately the center point. The magnetic solenoid can be
configured to generate a substantially uniform magnetic field
with respect to each point in three-dimensional space within
an inner volume of the magnetic solenoid based on the con-
secutive loop-spacing and the geometry of the elongated side-
wall.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a perspective view of a
magnetic solenoid 1n accordance with an aspect of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of graphs demonstrating
along-axis magnetic field 1n accordance with an aspect of the
invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of graphs demonstrating off-
ax1s magnetic field in accordance with an aspect of the inven-
tion.
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FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a gyroscope system in
accordance with an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a diagram view of a mag-
netic solenoid 1n accordance with an aspect of the mvention.

FI1G. 6 1llustrates yet another example of a magnetic sole-
noid 1n accordance with an aspect of the invention.

FI1G. 7 1llustrates another example of a gyroscope system in
accordance with an aspect of the ivention.

FIG. 8 yet a further example of a magnetic solenoid in
accordance with an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of graphs demonstrating
along-axis magnetic field 1n accordance with an aspect of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention relates generally to magnetic device
systems, and specifically to a magnetic solenoid for generat-
ing a substantially uniform magnetic field. The magnetic
solenoid can include a conductive coil that has a radius about
a central axis that 1s defined by a compound equation at each
point along the central axis. As an example, the compound
equation can have a first operand that can be an elliptical or
circular function having a minor axis that defines the radius of
the conductive coil at a midpoint of the magnetic solenoid
along the central axis. The first operand can define a rounded
center portion of the magnetic solenoid having a variable
radius of the conductive coil along the length, with the radius
having a maximum value at the midpoint of the magnetic
solenoid along the central axis. The first operand can thus be
cifective 1n 1ts dominant effect to provide along-axis unifor-
mity of the magnetic field within the inner volume of the
magnetic solenoid. The compound equation can also have a
second operand that can be, for example, one of an exponen-
tial, parabolic, or hyperbolic function. The second operand
can define a flaring of the radius of the conductive coil away
from the central axis at each end of the magnetic solenoid.
The second operand can thus be effective in 1ts dominant
elfect to provide off-axis uniformity of the magnetic field
within the mner volume of the magnetic solenoid. The mag-
netic solenoid can thus be substantially symmetrical about a
plane at the midpoint of the magnetic solenoid along the
central axis.

As another example, the compound equation can have
three operands. The first operand can define a radius at the
midpoint of the magnetic solenoid along the central axis. The
second and third operands can each be exponential functions.
The second and third operands can each include pre-selected
constants and can have magnitudes that vary as a function of
distance from the midpoint of the magnetic solenoid along the
central axis. As an example, the second operand can be sub-
tracted from the first operand and the third operand can be
added to the first operand. Therefore, the second and third
operands can be selected to vary the radius along the central
axis to define a rounded center portion of the magnetic sole-
noid having a variable radius of the conductive coil along the
length and to define a flaring of the radius of the conductive
coil away from the central axis at each end of the magnetic
solenoid.

As yet another example, the magnetic solenoid can have a
conductive coil that extends along and conforms to the side-
wall and comprises a plurality of consecutive loops centered
on the central axis. The consecutive loops can have a con-
secutive loop-spacing that 1s non-uniform along the central
ax1is and can have a maximum spacing value at approximately
the center point. For example, the consecutive loop-spacing,
can be symmetrical about the center point with respect to the
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4

length of the magnetic solenoid. As a result of the non-uni-
form loop-spacing of the magnetic solenoid, the magnetic
solenoid can have a substantially uniform magnetic field
within the mnner volume of the elongated sidewall. In addi-
tion, the magnetic solenoid can incorporate both the variable
radius along the length of the solenoid and the non-uniform
loop-spacing to achieve the substantially uniform magnetic
field within the inner volume.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a perspective view of a
magnetic solenoid 10 in accordance with an aspect of the
invention. As an example, the magnetic solenoid 10 can be
implemented 1n any of a variety of applications that utilize a
magnetic field, such as 1n a nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR) gyroscope application. In the example of FIG. 1, the
magnetic solenoid 10 1s demonstrated 1n a side view 12 and in
an 1sometric view 14. The magnetic solenoid 10 includes a
coil form 16, around which 1s wound a conductive coil (not
shown) that 1s configured to generate a substantially uniform
magnetic field within an mner volume 18 of the magnetic
solenoid 10. As an example, the coil form 16 can be encased
in a magnetic shielding material (not shown) which serves to
improve the field uniformity. For example, the magnetic
shielding material can decrease the field fluctuations caused
by external fields, such as the natural magnetic field of Earth
or from artificial sources. As another example, a well
designed and constructed high-permeability magnetic shield
can, through reflective image fields, significantly enhance the
uniformity of the magnetic field generated by the magnetic
solenoid 10. The conductive coil can have a radius about a
central axis 20 that conforms to an outer-diameter (OD) of the
coil form 16. Therefore, the magnetic field that 1s generated
within the inner volume 18 has a magnitude that 1s substan-
tially uniform at each point within the inner volume 18 based
on the radius of the conductive coil around the coil form 16.

The radius of the conductive coil can be defined by a
compound equation at each point along the central axis 20
within the mner volume 18 of the magnetic solenoid 10. As
described herein, a compound equation 1s defined as an equa-
tion having a solution that 1s defined by two or more operands
that each includes at least one variable. Thus, because the
compound equation defines the radius at each point along the
central axis 20 within the inner volume 18 of the magnetic
solenoid 10, each operand of the compound equation includes

a variable that 1s the location of each point along the central
axis 20 within the mner volume 18 of the magnetic solenoid
10.

As an example, a first operand of the compound equation
can be a circular or an elliptical function having a minor axis
that defines the radius of the conductive coil at a midpoint of
the magnetic solenoid along the central axis 20. A second
operand of the compound equation can be an exponential,
parabolic, or hyperbolic function that defines a tlaring of the
radius of the conductive coil away from the central axis 20 at
cach end of the magnetic solenoid 10. As another example, a
first operand of the compound equation can define a radius at
the midpoint of the magnetic solenoid 10 along the central
axis 20. A second and third operand of the compound equa-
tion can be exponential functions that vary as a function of
distance from the midpoint of the magnetic solenoid 10 along
the central axis 20, such as to have counteracting additive and
subtractive effects.

As an example, the compound equation that defines the
radius R of the conductive coil can be expressed as R=(First
Operand)+(Second Operand). Specifically, one example of
the compound equation can be expressed as follows:
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. . Equation 1
— Midpoint)? q
\/[anﬂmxfsz & [1 — 2 idpoiny H

MajorAxis*
R = 5 +

(|Z — Midpoint = A)¢
B

Where

MinorAxis 1s a minor axis dimension of the elliptical
portion of the compound equation;

MajorAxis 1s a major axis dimension of the elliptical
portion of the compound equation;

7. 1s a distance along the central axis 20 relative to a first
end of the magnetic solenoid 10;

Midpoint 1s a distance along the central axis 20 from the
first end of the magnetic solenoid 10 to the midpoint

of the magnetic solenoid 10 along the central axis 20;
and
A, B, and C are constants defining the exponential por-

tion of the compound equation.
Thus, the first operand 1s demonstrated 1n Equation 1 as
corresponding to the elliptical function and the second oper-
and 1s demonstrated 1n Equation 1 as corresponding to the
exponential function. It 1s to be understood that the magni-
tudes of the constants MinorAxis, MajorAxis, A, B, and C can
be set to achieve desired dimensional and magnetic field
characteristics of the magnetic solenoid 10.

In the example of FIG. 1, the magnetic solenoid 10 1s
demonstrated as substantially symmetrical about a plane at a
midpoint of the magnetic solenoid 10 along the central axis
20, as demonstrated by the line 22 around the periphery of the
magnetic solenoid 10. The magnetic solenoid 10 includes a
central portion 24, a first end portion 26, and a second end
portion 28 that 1s opposite the first end portion 26. In the
example of FIG. 1, the radius of the conductive coil 1n the
central portion 24 can be largely dominated by the first oper-
and of Equation 1. Therefore, the radius of the conductive coil
in the central portion 24 1s substantially elliptical, such that
the minor axis of the defined ellipse 1s coplanar with the plane
of symmetry 22. Thus, in each direction along the central axis
20 away from the plane of symmetry 22, the radius of the
conductive coil slopes inward toward the central axis 20 1n the
central portion 24. In each of the end portions 26 and 28, the
radius of the conductive coil 1s largely dominated by the
second operand of Equation 1. Therefore, the radius of the
conductive coil flares radially outward from the central axis
20 at points along the central axis 20 away from the plane of
symmetry 22 1n the first and second end portions 26 and 28.

The first operand of Equation 1 (1.e., the elliptical function)
can be set to provide a substantially uniform along-axis mag-
nitude of the magnetic field within the inner volume 18 of the
magnetic solenoid 10. Specifically, the magnetic field within
the mner volume 18 of the magnetic solenoid 10 can be
substantially uniform along the central axis 20 based on the
characteristics (e.g., MajorAxis and MinorAxis) of the first
operand of Equation 1. In addition, the characteristics (e.g.,
MajorAxis and MinorAxis) of the first operand of Equation 1
can also be set to define the physical dimensions (i.e., length
and width) of the magnetic solenoid 10. Conversely, the sec-
ond operand of Equation 1 (i.e., the exponential function) can
be set to provide a substantially uniform off-axis magnitude
of the magnetic field within the mner volume 18 of the mag-
netic solenoid 10. Specifically, the magnetic field within the
inner volume 18 of the magnetic solenoid 10 can be substan-
tially uniform at points in three-dimensional space that are
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radially separated from the central axis 20 relative to the
magnitude ol the magnetic field at the central axis 20 based on
the characteristics (e.g., constants A, B, and C) of the second
operand of Equation 1. As an example, the constant C can be
an even number to set the second operand as an even-order
polynomial, can be an odd number to set the second operand
as an odd-order polynomial, or can be any number, such as
including a fractional magnitude.

As a result of the geometry of the conductive coil of the
magnetic solenoid 10, the magnetic solenoid 10 can be imple-
mented to effectively provide a substantially uniform mag-
netic field within the mner volume 18 of the magnetic sole-
noid 10 for a variety of applications. As an example, the
magnetic solenoid 10 can achieve a magnetic field uniformity
ol better than five parts per million 1n a spherical volume with
a radius equal to approximately one-eighth of a correspond-
ing cylindrical radius and with a coil length-to-diameter ratio
of approximately 7:11 as calculated for magnetic field coil
behavior mside magnetic shielding, such as that described
above. As another example, the magnetic solenoid 10 can
achieve a magnetic field uniformity of better than one part per
million 1n a spherical volume with a radius equal to approxi-
mately one-e1ghth of a corresponding cylindrical radius, and
with a coil length-to-diameter ratio of approximately 14:15 as
calculated for magnetic field coil behavior inside magnetic
shielding, such as that described above.

In addition, the geometry of the conductive coil can be such
that the magnetic solenoid 10 can be manufactured at a sig-
nificantly smaller size relative to conventional magnetic sole-
noids. Specifically, conventional magnetic solenoids can
typically be required to be manufactured at a significantly
greater length to achieve similar magnetic field uniformaty.
As an example, the magnetic solenoid 10 can be manufac-
tured at less than 10 millimeters and still achieve a substan-
tially uniform magnetic field within the mner volume 18. By
comparison, a conventional strictly cylindrical solenoid with
an 1dentical maximum radius would need to be approximately
70 mm 1n length to achieve substantially the same on-axis
field umiformity in the same test volume while enclosed 1n
similar shielding. Furthermore, conventional magnetic sole-
noids that do not implement a cylindrical geometry (e.g.,
having an elliptical geometry) can have a constricted radius,
such as at one or both ends, such that the size of an object
which can be inserted into the inner volume of the conven-
tional magnetic solenoid can be restrictive. However, the
magnetic solenoid 10 can be designed to have only minor
deviations 1n radius to still achieve the substantial uniformity
in the magnetic field in the inner volume 18. As an example,
an object mserted 1nto the mner volume 18 of the magnetic
solenoid 10 may only be reduced 1n s1ze by approximately 4%
relative to an object that can be mserted into a cylinder having
a radius approximately equal to the maximum radius of the
magnetic solenoid 10. Accordingly, the magnetic solenoid 10
can be smaller and more versatile i application than conven-
tional magnetic solenoids.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of graphs 30 and 32 demon-
strating along-axis magnetic field in accordance with an
aspect of the invention. FIG. 3 illustrates an example of
graphs 40 and 42 demonstrating off-axis magnetic field 1n
accordance with an aspect of the invention. In the example of
FIGS. 2 and 3, the graphs 30 and 40 can correspond to a
typical, substantially cylindrical magnetic solenoid having a
coil radius of approximately 7.5 mm and a coil length of
approximately 14 mm. The graphs 32 and 42 can correspond
to the magnetic solenoid 10 1n the example of FIG. 1, such as
based on Equation 1, having substantially similar dimensions
as the typical, substantially cylindrical magnetic solenoid.
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For example, the magnetic solenoid 10 can have a MinorAxis
value of approximately 7.5 mm, a MajorAxis value of
approximately 34 mm, a Midpoint value of approximately 7
mm, and values for the constants A, B, and C of approxi-
mately 10°, 10°, and 4, respectively.

For the graphs 30, 32, 40, and 42 1n the examples of FIGS.
2 and 3, a test volume of an approximately 2 mm sphere
centered at the midpoint of each of the magnetic solenoids 1s
chosen. The graphs 30 and 32 plot changes 1n the magnetic
field (Y-axis), in parts per million, versus distance along the
central axis (X-axis) of the respective magnetic solenoids.
Similarly, the graphs 40 and 42 plot changes 1n the magnetic
field (Y-axis), in parts per million, versus transverse distance
from the central axis (X-axis) of the respective magnetic
solenoids.

As demonstrated by the graph 32, the magnetic solenoid 10
has significantly greater along-axis magnetic field uniformity
than the typical, cylindrical magnetic solenoid demonstrated
by the graph 30. Specifically, the graph 30 demonstrates
variation in the along-axis magnetic field for the typical,
substantially cylindrical magnetic solenoid of approximately
8000 parts per million relative to a variation of approximately
0.4 parts per million demonstrated by the graph 32 for the
magnetic solenoid 10. Similarly, as demonstrated by the
graph 42, the magnetic solenoid 10 has significantly greater
off-axis magnetic field uniformity than the typical, cylindri-
cal magnetic solenoid demonstrated by the graph 40. Specifi-
cally, the graph 40 demonstrates variation in the off-axis
magnetic field for the typical, substantially cylindrical mag-
netic solenoid of approximately 4000 parts per million rela-
tive to a vanation of approximately 0.8 parts per million
demonstrated by the graph 42 for the magnetic solenoid 10.

Referring back to the example of FIG. 1, the compound
equation that defines the radius of the conductive coil of the
magnetic solenoid 10 1s not limited to Equation 1. As an
example, the compound equation that defines the radius R of
the conductive coil can be expressed as R=(First Operand)-
(Second Operand)+(Third Operand). Specifically, another
example of the compound equation can be expressed as fol-
lows:

R = MidpoinrRadius — Equation 2

(|Z = Midpoint « A)? X (|Z — Midpoint = D)®
C F

Where
MidpointRadius 1s a radius at the midpoint of the mag-
netic solenoid 10 along the central axis 20;
Z.1s a distance along the central axis 20 relative to a first
end of the magnetic solenoid 10;
Midpoint 1s a distance along the central axis 20 from the
first end of the magnetic solenoid 10 to the midpoint
of the magnetic solenoid 10 along the central axis 20;
and
A,B,C,D, E, and F are constants defining the respective
exponential portions of the compound equation.
Thus, the first operand 1s demonstrated 1n Equation 2 as
corresponding to the radius at the midpoint of the magnetic
solenoid 10 along the central axis 20, such that the first
operand can define the greatest value of the radius at the
central portion 24 of the magnetic solenoid 10. The second
and third operands are demonstrated in Equation 2 as corre-
sponding to exponential functions. As demonstrated in Equa-
tion 2, the second operand 1s subtracted from first operand and
the third operand 1s added to the first and second operands.
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Therefore, the second and third operands counteract to pro-
vide a varying value of the radius along the central axis 20 of
the magnetic solenoid 10 from the midpoint to the respective
first and second end portions 26 and 28. It 1s to be understood
that the magnitudes of the constants A, B, C, D, E, and F can
be set to achieve desired dimensional and magnetic field
characteristics of the magnetic solenoid 10.

Based on the configuration of Equation 2, the first operand
of Equation 2 can provide an immitial radial value, and the
second and third operands of Equation 2 can be defined (1.e.,
based on the constants A, B, C, D, E, and F) to provide
substantially uniform along-axis and off-axis magnitudes of
the magnetic field within the inner volume 18 of the magnetic
solenoid 10. Specifically, the constants A, B, C, D, E, and F 1n
the second and third operands, respectively, can define both a
substantially rounded shape of the central portion 24 along
the length of the magnetic solenoid to provide a substantially
uniform magnitude of the magnetic field along the central
axis 20. The second and third operands of Equation 2 can also
be defined to provide a substantially uniform off-axis magni-
tude of the magnetic field within the inner volume 18 of the
magnetic solenoid 10. Specifically, the constants A, B, C, D,
E, and F 1n the second and third operands, respectively, can
also define the substantially flared shape of the respective end
portions 26 and 28. Accordingly, the compound equation can
be expressed 1n any of a variety of ways to define the geom-
etry of the conductive coil of the magnetic solenoid 10 to
generate the substantially uniform magnetic field within the
inner volume 18 of the magnetic solenoid 10.

FIG. 4 1llustrates an example of a gyroscope system 50 1n
accordance with an aspect of the invention. As an example,
the gyroscope system 50 can be configured as a nuclear mag-
netic resonance (NMR) gyroscope system, such as to detect
rotational motion about an axis. For example, the gyroscope
system 50 can be one of a plurality of gyroscope systems,
such as implemented in air or spacecraltt, to detect yaw, pitch,
and roll, respectively.

The gyroscope system 30 includes a gyroscope cell system
52. The gyroscope cell 52 can include a glass case that can be
filled with, for example, an alkali metal vapor and/or at least
one noble gas 1sotope. In the example o FIG. 4, the gyroscope
cell 52 1s substantially enclosed 1n an inner volume of a
magnetic solenoid 54. As an example, the magnetic solenoid
54 can be configured substantially similar to the magnetic
solenoid 10 1n the example of FIG. 1. Specifically, the mag-
netic solenoid 54 can have a radius about a central axis that 1s
defined by a compound equation, such as Equation 1 that
includes a first operand that 1s a substantially circular or
clliptical function and a second operand that 1s an exponential
function (e.g., a polynomial), or such as Equation 2 that
includes a first operand that defines the radius at the center of
the magnetic solenoid 54 and second and third operands that
are each exponential functions. Therefore, the magnetic sole-
noid 54 can be configured to generate a substantially uniform
magnetic field B, throughout the mner volume of the mag-
netic solenoid 54.

In response to the substantially uniform magnetic field B,
the alkali metal vapor and the noble gas 1sotope(s), in the
gyroscope cell 52 can precess relative to the axis of the
gyroscope cell 52. The gyroscope system 50 also includes an
opto-electronics system 56. The opto-electronics system 56
can be configured to optically pump the alkali metal vapor 1n
the gyroscope cell 52 to align the spin of the alkali metal vapor
with the applied magnetic field. In response, due to a spin-
exchange process, any noble gas 1sotopes also present 1n the
cell are also spin-aligned to the pump light beam. A detection
beam of light with a directional component normal to the
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pump direction can be modulated 1n response to the align-
ment of the alkali metal vapor relative to the detection light.
The modulation of the detection light can be a function of the
precession of the alkali metal vapor as modified by the pre-
cession of any noble gas 1sotopes present. This modulation
can be detected by a photodetector, such as included 1n the
opto-electronics system 56. Accordingly, changes 1n the pre-
cession rates of the alkali metal vapor, and by extension any
noble gas 1sotopes present, as detected by the modulated
optical signal, can be detected and processed to determine
changes 1n the orientation of the gyroscope cell 52 that cor-
respond to rotational motion.

It 1s to be understood that the gyroscope system 50 1s
demonstrated simplistically. As such, additional components
and details have been omitted from the example of FIG. 4 and
the associated description. In addition, 1t 1s also to be under-
stood that a magnetic solenoid such as the magnetic solenoid
10 1n the example of FIG. 1 1s not intended to be limited to use
1n a gyroscope system, such as the gyroscope system 50 1n the
example of FIG. 4. Therefore, the magnetic solenoid 10 can
be implemented in any of a variety of applications that may
require a magnetic field, particularly a substantially uniform
magnetic field.

FI1G. 5 illustrates an example of a diagram view of a mag-
netic solenoid 100 1n accordance with an aspect of the mnven-
tion. As an example, the magnetic solenoid 100 can be imple-
mented 1n any of a variety of applications that utilize a
magnetic field, such as 1n an NMR gyroscope application. In
the example of FIG. 3, the magnetic solenoid 100 1s demon-
strated 1n a s1de view and includes a conductive coil 102 that
1s wound around a substantially cylindrical coil form 104 and
1s centered on a central axis 106. It 1s to be understood that, in
the example of FI1G. 5, the conductive co1l 102 1s 1llustrated in
an exaggerated manner for ease in demonstration.

The magnetic solenoid 100 1s configured to generate a
substantially uniform magnetic field within an mner volume
of the magnetic solenoid 100. The conductive coi1l 102 can
have a loop-spacing that 1s non-uniform along a length L of
the magnetic solenoid 100 between a first end 108 and a
second end 110. In the example of FIG. 5, the loop-spacing of
the conductive coil 102 has a substantially maximum value at
an approximate center point of the central axis 106 along the
length L of the magnetic solenoid 100 (i.e., approximately
[./2), with the location of the center point being demonstrated
based on an 1ntersecting axis 112. The loop-spacing can thus
decrease 1n value away from the center point, with substan-
tially mimimum values at each of the first and second ends 108
and 110. In the example of FIG. 5, the loop-spacing 1s sub-
stantially symmetrical about the intersecting axis 112 with
respect to the first and second ends 108 and 110.

The loop-spacing of the conductive coi1l 102 can be defined
by an equation, such that the loop-spacing i1s non-uniform
with respect to consecutive loops of the conductive coil 102.
As an example, for a given loop number D of the conductive
co1l 102, the spacing of the conductive co1l 102 can be defined
as follows:

1D

— % Length N2
/c = D * L)

I

Equation 3
1/E

Where
/¢ 1s a distance from the intersecting axis 112 to a given
loop along the central axis;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

Length 1s a total length L of the magnetic solenoid 100
between the first and second ends 108 and 110;

N 1s a total quantity of loops of the conductive coil 102;

E 1s a constant defining exponential terms of Equation 3;
and

D 1s a loop number associated with the given one of the

plurality of consecutive loops, defined by steps of one
unit from

=) ()

Theretore, the distance of a given loop can be defined relative
to the mtersecting axis 112 based on Equation 3. Therefore,
Equation 3 can define the loop-spacing for each of the loops
of the conductive coi1l 102, such as to optimize the uniformaity
of the magnetic field within an inner volume of the magnetic
solenoid.

As a result of the geometry of the conductive coil of the
magnetic solenoid 100, the magnetic solenoid 100 can be
implemented to effectively provide a substantially uniform
magnetic field within the inner volume of the magnetic sole-
noid 100 for a variety of applications. As an example, the
magnetic solenoid 100 can achieve a magnetic field unifor-
mity that 1s much better than typical magnetic solenoids,
including those having a typical Helmholtz configuration,
such as by better than ten parts per million. In addition, the
loop-spacing of the conductive coil 102 can be such that the
magnetic solenoid 100 can be manufactured at a significantly
smaller size relative to conventional magnetic solenoids. Fur-
thermore, based on the non-uniformity of the loop-spacing,
the coil form 104 of the magnetic solenoid 100 can include
features not typically implemented by typical magnetic sole-

noids.

FIG. 6 illustrates yet another example of a magnetic sole-
noid 150 1n accordance with an aspect of the mnvention. The
magnetic solenoid 150 1s demonstrated 1n a plan view 1n the
example of FIG. 6, and includes a conductive coil 152 that 1s
wound around a substantially cubical coil form 154 and 1s
centered on a central axis 156. Similar to as described above
in the example of F1G. 5, the conductive coi1l 152 1s configured
to generate a substantially uniform magnetic field within an
inner volume of the magnetic solenoid 150 based on having a
loop-spacing that 1s non-uniform along a length L of the
magnetic solenoid 150 between a first end 158 and a second
end 160. In the example of FIG. 6, the substantially cubical
coll form 154 1s demonstrated as being substantially
enclosed, including at each of the first and second ends 160.

Similar to as described above 1n the example of FIG. 5, the
loop-spacing of the conductive coil 152 has a substantially
maximum value at an approximate center point of the central
axis 156 along the length L of the magnetic solenoid 150 (i.e.,
approximately L/2), with the location of the center point
being demonstrated based on an intersecting axis 162 and
with the loop-spacing decreasing 1in value away from the
center point toward the first and second ends 108 and 110.
Based on the substantially maximum value of the loop-spac-
ing ol the conductive coil 152 being located along the
approximate center point of the central axis, the conductive
coill form 154 includes a plurality of holes. In the example of
FI1G. 6, a first hole 164 1s located on a first side surtace 166, a
second hole 168 1s located on a top surface 170, and a third
hole 172 1s located on a surface 174 associated with the

second end 160.
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The first and second holes 164 and 168 are thus demon-
strated as being located between two consecutive loops of the
conductive coil 152. In the example of FIG. 6, the two con-
secutive loops of the conductive coil 152 between which the
first and second holes 164 and 168 are located correspond to
those having a greatest consecutive loop-spacing with respect
to each other. As a result, the dimensions of the first and
second holes 164 and 168 can be substantially maximized
while still being unoccluded by the conductive coil 152. The
first and second holes 164 and 168, as well as the third hole
172, can be useful for a variety of reasons, such as to gain
access to one or more devices within the inner volume of the
magnetic solenoid 150 (e.g., an NMR gyroscope) without
having to remove the one or more devices from the coil form
154. Such access can thus be granted while still maintaining
a substantially rigid structure of the magnetic solenoid 150,
while substantially mitigating reassembly and assembly time,
and while generating a substantially improved uniform mag-
netic field over typical magnetic solenoids, including a typi-
cal Helmholtz magnetic solenoid.

It 1s to be understood that the magnetic solenoid 150 1s not
intended to be limited to the example of FIG. 6. As an
example, while the magnetic solenoid 150 1s demonstrated as
having three holes, 1t 1s to be understood that the magnetic
solenoid 150 could include additional holes, such as one on
cach surface of the substantially cubical coil form 154. In
addition, the holes that are demonstrated are not limited to
having a square geometry, but could instead have any of a
variety of geometries. Furthermore, the coil form 154 1s not
limited to having a substantially cubical geometry, but could
have a variety of geometries, such as cylindrical or parallel-
epiped. As yet another example, the magnetic solenoid 150 1s
not limited to having a non-uniform consecutive loop spac-
ing, but may in addition incorporate a non-uniform loop
radius as a function of position along the central axis 156,
similar to as described above in the example of FIG. 1. Thus,
the magnetic solenoid 150 can be configured 1n any of a
variety of ways.

FI1G. 7 illustrates another example of a gyroscope system
200 1n accordance with an aspect of the invention. As an
example, the gyroscope system 200 can be configured as a
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) gyroscope system, such
as to detect rotational motion about an axis. For example, the
gyroscope system 200 can be one of a plurality of gyroscope
systems, such as implemented in air or spacecratit, to detect
yaw, pitch, and roll, respectively.

The gyroscope system 200 includes a gyroscope cell 202.
The gyroscope cell 202 can include a glass case that can be
filled with, for example, an alkali metal vapor and/or at least
one noble gas isotope. Inthe example o F1G. 7, the gyroscope
cell 202 1s substantially enclosed 1n an inner volume of a
magnetic solenoid 204. As an example, the magnetic solenoid
204 can be configured substantially similar to the magnetic
solenoid 100 1n the example of FIG. 5. Specifically, the mag-
netic solenoid 204 can have a conductive coil 206 that has a
loop-spacing that 1s non-uniform along the length of the mag-
netic solenoid 204, such as defined by Equation 3 above.
Therefore, the magnetic solenoid 204 can be configured to
generate a substantially uniform magnetic field B through-
out the 1inner volume of the magnetic solenoid 204.

In response to the substantially uniform magnetic field B,
the alkali metal vapor and the noble gas 1sotope(s), 1n the
gyroscope cell 202 can precess relative to the axis of the
gyroscope cell 202. The gyroscope system 200 also include
an opto-electronics system 208. The opto-electronics system
208 can be configured to optically pump the alkali metal
vapor 1n the gyroscope cell 202 to align the spin of the alkali
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metal vapor with the applied magnetic field. In response, due
to a spin-exchange process, any noble gas 1sotopes also
present 1n the gyroscope cell 202 are also spin-aligned to the
pump light beam. A detection beam of light with a directional
component normal to the pump direction can be modulated 1n
response to the alignment of the alkali metal vapor relative to
the detection light. The modulation of the detection light can
be a function of the precession of the alkali metal vapor as
modified by the precession of any noble gas 1sotopes present.
This modulation can be detected by a photodetector, such as
included in the opto-electronics system 208. Accordingly,
changes in the precession rates of the alkali metal vapor, and
by extension any noble gas 1sotopes present, as detected by
the modulated optical signal, can be detected and processed to
determine changes 1n the orientation of the gyroscope cell
202 that correspond to rotational motion.

It 1s to be understood that the gyroscope system 200 1s
demonstrated simplistically. As such, additional components
and details have been omitted from the example of F1G. 7 and
the associated description. In addition, 1t 1s also to be under-
stood that a magnetic solenoid such as the magnetic solenoid
100 1n the example of FIG. 5 1s not mtended to be limited to
use in a gyroscope system, such as the gyroscope system 200
in the example of FIG. 7. Therefore, the magnetic solenoid
100 can be implemented 1n any of a variety of applications
that may require a magnetic field, particularly a substantially
uniform magnetic field.

FIG. 8 vet a further example of a magnetic solenoid 250 1n
accordance with an aspect of the invention. As an example,
the magnetic solenoid 250 can be implemented 1 any of a
variety of applications that utilize a magnetic field, such as in
an NMR gyroscope application. In the example of FIG. 8, the
magnetic solenoid 250 1s demonstrated 1n a side view and
includes a conductive coil 252 that 1s wound around a sub-
stantially cylindrical coil form 254 and 1s centered on a cen-
tral axis 256. It 1s to be understood that, 1n the example of FI1G.
8, the conductive coil 252 1s illustrated 1n an exaggerated
manner for ease in demonstration.

The magnetic solenoid 250 1s configured to generate a
substantially uniform magnetic field within an 1nner volume
of the magnetic solenoid 250. In the example of FIG. 8, the
radius of the conductive coil 252 wound around the coil form
254 can be defined by a compound equation at each point
along the central axis 256 within the inner volume of the
magnetic solenoid 250, such as to define a variable radius
along a length L of the magnetic solenoid 250 between a first
end 258 and a second end 260. As an example, the magnetic
solenoid 250 can have a radius about a central axis that 1s
defined by a compound equation. For example, the radius of
the magnetic solenoid 250 can be defined by Equation 1 that
includes a first operand that 1s a substantially circular or
clliptical function and a second operand that 1s an exponential
function (e.g., a polynomial), or by Equation 2 that includes a
first operand that defines the radius at the center of the mag-
netic solenoid 250 and second and third operands that are
cach exponential functions.

In addition, the conductive coi1l 252 can have a loop-spac-
ing that 1s non-uniform along the length L of the magnetic
solenoid 250 between the first and second ends 2358 and 260.
In the example of FIG. 8, the loop-spacing of the conductive
coil 252 has a substantially maximum value at an approxi-
mate center point of the central axis 256 along the length L of
the magnetic solenoid 250 (i.e., approximately L/2), with the
location of the center point being demonstrated based on an
intersecting axis 262. The loop-spacing can thus decrease 1n
value away from the center point, with substantially mini-
mum values at each of the first and second ends 258 and 260.
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In the example of FIG. 8, the loop-spacing 1s substantially
symmetrical about the intersecting axis 262 with respect to
the first and second ends 258 and 260. For example, the
loop-spacing of the magnetic solenoid 250 can be defined by
Equation 3, such as to define a distance of each loop of the
conductive coil 252 relative to the intersecting axis 262.
Theretfore, based on the combination of the radius and the
loop-spacing of the conductive coil 252, the magnetic sole-
noid 250 can be configured to generate a substantially uni-
form magnetic field within the inner volume of the magnetic
solenoid 250.

FI1G. 9 1llustrates an example of graphs 300 and 302 dem-
onstrating along-axis magnetic field in accordance with an
aspect of the invention. In the example of FIG. 9, the graph
300 can correspond to a typical, helically-wound square
Helmholtz magnetic solenoid having a coil radius of approxi-
mately 20 mm and a spacing from the center of one set of
loops to the center of the other set of loops of approximately
20 mm, such as resulting in a traditional, non-optimized
Helmholtz configuration. The graph 302 can correspond to
the magnetic solenoid 250 1n the example of FIG. 8, such as
based on Equations 1 and 3, having substantially similar
dimensions as the typical, substantially cylindrical magnetic
solenoid. For example, with respect to Equation 1, the mag-
netic solenoid 250 can have a MinorAxis value of approxi-
mately 39.9 mm, a MajorAxis value of approximately 40 mm,
a Midpoint value of approximately O mm, and values for the
constants A, B, and C of approximately 10°, 3.85x10’, and 4,
respectively. With respect to Equation 3, the magnetic sole-
noid 250 can have a value for the constant E of approximately
3.4, and can have a quantity N of loops that equals 20, such
that D={-9.5, -8.5, -7.5, ..., 8.5, 9.5}, respectively.

The graphs 300 and 302 plot changes in the magnetic field
(Y-axis), in parts per million, versus distance along the central
axis (X-axis) of the respective magnetic solenoids. As dem-
onstrated by the graph 302, the magnetic solenoid 250 has
significantly greater along-axis magnetic field uniformity
than the typical, non-optimized Helmholtz configuration
demonstrated by the graph 300. Specifically, the graph 300
demonstrates variation in the along-axis magnetic field for the
typical, square Helmholtz magnetic solenoid of approxi-
mately 1100 parts per million relative to a variation of
approximately 12 parts per million demonstrated by the graph
302 for the magnetic solenoid 2350. Therefore, the magnetic
solenoid 250 can exhibit superior along-axis magnetic field
uniformity relative to a typical magnetic solenoid, including
a typical square Helmholtz magnetic solenoid.

What have been described above are examples of the
present invention. It 1s, of course, not possible to describe
every concetvable combination of components or methodolo-
gies Tor purposes of describing the present invention, but one
of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that many further
combinations and permutations of the present invention are
possible. Accordingly, the present invention 1s intended to
embrace all such alterations, modifications and variations that
tall within the spirit and scope of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A magnetic solenoid comprising:

an elongated sidewall that extends along and surrounds a
central axis between spaced apart ends, the central axis
comprising a center point that 1s approximately equidis-
tant from the spaced apart ends;

a conductive coil that extends along and conforms to the
clongated sidewall and comprises a plurality of consecu-
tive loops centered on the central axis, the plurality of
consecutive loops having a loop-spacing that 1s non-
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uniform along the central axis and having a substantial
maximum spacing value at approximately the center
point; and

at least one opening 1n the elongated sidewall between the

spaced apart ends and between a consecutive pair of the
plurality of consecutive loops.

2. The magnetic solenoid of claim 1, wherein the loop-
spacing 1s substantially symmetrical about the center point of
the central axis.

3. The magnetic solenoid of claim 2, wherein the loop-
spacing has substantial mimimum spacing values at approxi-
mately the spaced apart ends.

4. The magnetic solenoid of claim 1, wherein the loop-
spacing 1s defined by an equation as follows:

1D

— # Length N2
/¢ = D * D7)

=)

1/E

where:

/¢ 1s a distance from the center point of the central axis
to a given one of the plurality of consecutive loops
along the central axis;

Length 1s a total length of the magnetic solenoid

between the spaced apart ends;

N 1s a total quantity of the plurality of consecutive loops;

E 1s a constant defining exponential terms of the equa-
tion; and

D 1s a loop number associated with the given one of the
plurality of consecutive loops, defined by steps of one
unit from

=)= (57)

5. The magnetic solenoid of claim 1, wherein the at least
one opening 1s located at a position 1n the elongated sidewall
such that a normal axis passes through the at least one open-
ing, the normal axis being perpendicular to the central axis
and bisecting the central axis with respect to the spaced apart
ends.

6. The magnetic solenoid of claim 1, wherein the magnetic
solenoid 1s configured to generate a substantially uniform
magnetic field with respect to each point in three-dimensional
space within an 1nner volume of the magnetic solenoid based
at least in part on the loop-spacing.

7. The magnetic solenoid of claim 1, wherein the elongated
sidewall has a radius that 1s defined by a compound equation
that varies the radius as a function of position along the
central axis.

8. The magnetic solenoid of claim 7, wherein the com-
pound equation comprises a first operand that affects along-
axis uniformity of the substantially umiform magnetic field
and a second operand that affects off-axis uniformity of the
substantially uniform magnetic field.

9. The magnetic solenoid of claim 7, wherein the com-
pound equation comprises:

a {irst operand that defines the radius at a midpoint of the

magnetic solenoid along the central axis;

a second operand that 1s an exponential function that 1s

subtracted from first operand; and

a third operand that 1s an exponential function that 1s added

to the first operand, the second and third operands coun-



US 8,487,729 B2

15

teracting each other to vary the radius along a length of
the magnetic solenoid from the midpoint.

10. A gyroscope system comprising the magnetic solenoid
of claim 1, the gyroscope system comprising a gyroscope cell
that 1s enclosed within an inner volume of the magnetic sole-
noid.

11. A magnetic solenoid comprising:

an elongated sidewall that extends along and surrounds a

central axis between spaced apart ends, the central axis
comprising a center point that 1s approximately equidis-
tant from the spaced apart ends; and

a conductive coil that extends along and conforms to the

clongated sidewall and comprises a plurality of consecu-
tive loops centered on the central axis, the plurality of
consecutive loops having a loop-spacing that 1s non-
uniform along the central axis, the loop-spacing being
substantially symmetrical about the center point of the
central axis and having a substantial maximum spacing
value at approximately the center point and substantial
minimum spacing values at approximately the spaced
apart ends, such that the magnetic solenoid 1s configured
to generate a substantially uniform magnetic field with
respect to each point 1n three-dimensional space within
an mner volume of the magnetic solenoid based at least
in part on the loop-spacing.

12. The magnetic solenoid of claim 11, wherein the loop-
spacing 1s defined by an equation as follows:

1D

— x Length N2
/c = D * L)

=)

I/E

where:

/¢ 1s a distance from the center point of the central axis
to a given one of the plurality of consecutive loops
along the central axis;

Length 1s a total length of the magnetic solenoid

between the spaced apart ends;

N 1s a total quantity of the plurality of consecutive loops;

E 1s a constant defining exponential terms of the equa-
tion; and

D 1s a loop number associated with the given one of the

plurality of consecutive loops, defined by steps of one
unit from

13. The magnetic solenoid of claim 11, further comprising
at least one opening in the elongated sidewall between the
spaced apart ends and between a consecutive pair of the
plurality of consecutive loops.
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14. The magnetic solenoid of claim 13, wherein the at least
one opening 1s located at a position 1n the elongated sidewall
such that a normal axis passes through the at least one open-
ing, the normal axis being perpendicular to the central axis
and bisecting the central axis with respect to the spaced apart
ends.

15. A magnetic solenoid comprising;:
an elongated sidewall that extends along and surrounds a

central axis between spaced apart ends, the central axis
comprising a center point that 1s approximately equidis-
tant from the spaced apart ends, the elongated sidewall
having a radius that 1s defined by a compound equation
that varies the radius as a function of position along the
central axis; and

a conductive coil that extends along and conforms to the

clongated sidewall and comprises a plurality of consecu-
tive loops centered on the central axis, the plurality of
consecutive loops having a consecutive loop-spacing
that 1s non-uniform along the central axis and having a
substantial maximum spacing value at approximately
the center point, the magnetic solenoid being configured
to generate a substantially umiform magnetic field with
respect to each point 1n three-dimensional space within
an 1nner volume of the magnetic solenoid based on the
consecutive loop-spacing and the geometry of the elon-
gated sidewall.

16. The magnetic solenoid of claim 15, wherein the com-
pound equation comprises a first operand that atfects along-
axis uniformity of the substantially uniform magnetic field
and a second operand that affects off-axis umiformity of the
substantially uniform magnetic field.

17. The magnetic solenoid of claim 16, wherein the first
operand comprises a substantially elliptical function with
respect to the radius along the central axis and having a minor
axis bisected by the central axis, and wherein the second
operand comprises an exponential function that causes the
radius to flare outward from the central axis at the spaced
apart ends.

18. The magnetic solenoid of claim 15, wherein the com-
pound equation comprises:

a {irst operand that defines the radius at a midpoint of the

magnetic solenoid along the central axis;

a second operand that 1s an exponential function that 1s

subtracted from first operand; and

a third operand that 1s an exponential function that 1s added

to the first operand, the second and third operands coun-
teracting each other to vary the radius along a length of
the magnetic solenoid from the midpoint.

19. The magnetic solenoid of claim 15, wherein the con-
secutive loop-spacing 1s substantially symmetrical about the
center point of the central axis and has a substantial maximum
spacing value at approximately the center point and substan-
tial mimmimum spacing values at approximately the spaced
apart ends.



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

