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(57) ABSTRACT

High-pressure washing liquid spray intended for use in a
washing machine for ophthalmic glass or other substrates,
consisting of an entry opening (11) for washing liquid and an
exit opening (12) for liquid 1n a jet, connected by a channel.
The channel (1) has a rectangular channel in cross section
which introduces a constriction, 1n particular in the center,
gving that channel an X shape, so as to form, on one hand,
downstream of the above-mentioned constriction, an
expanded exit cavity (13) ending in a slit forming the exit
opening (12) and, upstream of the above-mentioned constric-
tion on the other hand, an entry cavity (14) in the base cone
where the rectangular base forms the entry opening (11) of the

channel (1).

4 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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HIGH-PRESSURE LIQUID ATOMISATION
NOZZLE FOR A MACHINE FOR CLEANING
OPTICAL LENSES OR OTHER SUBSTRATES

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/587,320, filed Jul. 16, 2007, now abandoned,
which was the National Stage of International Application
No. PCT/EP06/03575, filed Apr. 19, 2006, the entire disclo-

sures ol which are hereby incorporated by reference.

The purpose of this invention i1s a nozzle for a high pressure
washing liquid spray intended for use 1n a washing machine
for ophthalmic glass or other substrates.

Spray nozzles used 1n the existing ophthalmic glass wash-
ing machines allow application on the surface of the glass by
contact with the latter by a high-pressure liquid washing jet 1in
a plane form, and they usually consist of a cylindrical body on
cach of the plane sides, which are applied respectively to the
entry opening of the high pressure washing liquid and the
outlet opening of the liquid jet outlet, mentioned openings are
connected by a channel.

However, the existing spray nozzles do not allow attain-
ment of an effective result. Indeed, the channels that are used
in the nozzles generate “Ventur1” elfects that create air
bubbles, and their presence 1n the liquid jet projecting from
the outlet of the spray nozzles does not allow the whole glass
surface touched by the abovementioned jet to be 1n contact
with the liquid, which results 1n leaving glass surface parts
unclean.

To address this problem, a solution 1s to program several
passages of the washing liquid jet to the surface of the glass to
be cleaned, but this decreases the productivity of the washing
machine.

The purpose of this mvention 1s to eliminate these disad-
vantages by offering a high pressure washing liquid spray for
cleaning glass surfaces in particular, or other similar parts,
and making 1t possible to spray a high pressure liquid layer
from the outlet of the nozzle tip without air bubbles by allow-
ing all surface glass touched by the layer to be 1n contact with
the liquid for a more eflective result and better productivity
than existing nozzles provide. According to this invention, the
spray nozzle consists of an entry opening for the washing
liquid and an opening for the liquid jet connected by a rect-
angular channel 1n cross section which introduces a constric-
tion, in particular in the center, giving that channel an X
shape, so as to form, on one hand, downstream of the above-
mentioned constriction, an expanded exit cavity ending in a
slit forming the exit opening and, upstream of the above-
mentioned constriction on the other hand, an entry cavity in
the base cone where the rectangular base forms the entry
opening of the channel.

According to this invention, the width of the rectangular
section of the channel increases gradually from 1ts outlet
opening to its inlet opening. The internal wall of the constric-
tion that ensures the connection between the entry cavity and
the exit cavity will preferably be rounded towards the inside
ol the passage.

The advantages and characteristics of this invention will be
shown more clearly in the description that follows and by
reference to the attached drawing, which represents a nonre-
stricttve mode of performance.

According to this mvention, FIG. 1 represents a general
view drawing of the channel connecting the outlet opening,
and the 1nlet opening of the spray nozzle.

According to this mvention, FIG. 2 represents a general
view drawing of a spray device for an ophthalmic glass wash-
ing machine including a spray nozzle.
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FIG. 1 shows that according to this imnvention, on one side
the spray nozzle consists of rectangular cross section channel
1 crossing the frame of the nozzle, not presented, and pre-
senting constriction 10, located at the median axis level, g1v-
ing 1t, 1n a preferred production cycle, a vertical profile in the
form of an X. Fach end of the X respectively forms inlet
opening 11 and outlet opening 12 of channel 1 of the spray
nozzle, outlet opening 12 being placed carefully in the frame
of the nozzle so that 10 1ts opening 1s much longer 1n length
than 1n width to form a spray slit allowing a jet of liquid to be
forced out 1n the shape of a thin layer. Inlet opening 11 1s
intended to be connected to a distribution box to feed the
spray nozzle channel with the high-pressure washing liquid
and presents the form of a window with a width bigger than
that of outlet opening 12 in the shape of a slit. The longer sides
of the inlet opening 11 are parallel the longer sides of outlet
opening 12.

The width (A) of channel 1, which also may be considered
as 1ts depth, gradually decreases from the inlet opening 11 to
the outlet opening 12.

Channel 1 consists of exit cavity 13 1 a V shape down-
stream from 1ts constriction 10 and, on the other hand,
upstream, constriction entry cavity 14 in the base cone with a
rectangular base forming the inlet opening 11.

The function of exit cavity 13 is to allow projection from
slit 12 of a jet of liquid 1n the shape of a thin plate, while
widening entry cavity 14 located in the upstream exit cavity
13, the function of which 1s to allow the introduction of the
high pressure washing liquid into nozzle channel 10 with
minimal resistance and without gaps; 1.e., maintaining the
pressure 1n the washing liquid lower than 1ts vapor pressure,
preventing the formation of air bubbles 1n the liquid at the
time of its entry mto exit cavity 13. Interior wall 15 of con-
striction 10 ensuring the connection between the inlet open-
ing 11 and the outlet opening 12 i1s rounded towards the
internal channel 10, allowing the liquid to maintain contact
with the internal wall of channel 10 during 1ts travel from the
inlet opening 11 to the exit cavity 12 to prevent any formation
of air bubbles.

The liquid jet projected at the nozzle exit by the outlet

opening 12 thus presents a form of spread layer without the
Ventun1 effect and air bubbles, making 1t possible to clean
ophthalmic glass surface more eflectively without leaving
any parts ol the surface unclean.

Numerous tests demonstrated that the surface of inlet
opening 11 1s six times larger than that of the outlet opening
12, and liquid pressure of 8 and 20 bars allows the user to
obtain a liquid layer without air bubbles at a speed higher than
or equal to 200 km/h 1n the flow system at the nozzle exit with
the channel width ranging between 0.15 and 0.30 mm.

According to this invention, FIG. 2 shows a nozzle inte-
grated into distribution device 4, consisting of device frame
40 on one of the long sides, which, according to this inven-
tion, are applied at even intervals to channel 10 1n the shape of
X, only one being represented on the figure, and distribution
box 41, containing high pressure washing liquid 3, feeding
cach channel 10 from 1ts rectangular inlet opening 11 and
coming out of the box 41, from which liquid 3 1s projected at
high speed in the shape of a spread layer 30 without air
bubbles. You can also see that device lid 42 covers the long
side of device 40, to which according to this invention, the
spray channels 10 are applied. The distance between channels
10 of each spray nozzle will be specified so that the liquid
layers 30 projected at exit 12 of the spray nozzles can overlap
in order to obtain only one liquid layer of the same size as or
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bigger than the diameter of the glass that needs to be cleaned
by the contact of the resulting layer with the surface of the
glass.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A high-pressure washing liquid sprayer for use in a
washing machine for washing a substrate, comprising: (a) an
entry opening for washing liquid and (b) an exit opening for
liqguid 1n a jet, the entry and exit openings connected by a
channel crossed by a stream of liquid, said channel having a
rectangular cross section having a central constriction, giving,
that channel an X shape, so as to form, (1) downstream of the
constriction, an expanded exit cavity ending 1n a slit forming
the exit opening, the exit cavity being free of any obstruction,
and, (1) upstream of the constriction, an entry cavity having a
frustum ol pyramid shape with a rectangular base forming the
entry opening of the channel, and wherein, across the entire
distance between the exit opening to the entry opening, the
width of the rectangular cross section of the channel gradu-
ally increases from the exit opening towards the entry open-
ing of the channel, and wherein the sprayer enables the stream
of liquid crossing the channel to be devoid of bubbles.

2. The high-pressure washing liquid sprayer according to
claim 1 characterized by an inner wall of the constriction
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ensuring a connection between the entry opening and the exit
opening 1s rounded towards the interior of the channel.

3. A method for using a plurality of high pressure washing
liquad sprayers that each have the structure recited 1n claim 1,
comprising:

a)providing ajet body for each sprayer, each jet body being,

formed by the channel of one sprayer;

b) providing a distribution chamber, the channels being
placed at regular intervals in the chamber, each channel
having an entry opening and an exit;

¢) feeding liquid into the entry opening of each channel
through the distribution chamber;

d) projecting the liquid at high speed from each exit of each
channel, the liquid being projected from the exits to form
a single spread layer;

¢) cleaming a glass surface by contacting the glass with the
single spread layer, the layer having a width equal to or
greater 1n diameter than the glass surface to be cleaned.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the single spread layer 1s

devoid of bubbles.
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