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AIR-FILM VIBRATION DAMPING
APPARATUS FOR WINDOWS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application 1s a divisional to application Ser.
No. 11/580,791, titled “AIR-FILM VIBRATION DAMPING

APPARATUS FOR WINDOWS,” filed on Oct. 13, 2006, now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,082,707.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to vibration damp-
ing equipment and 1s particularly directed to air-film damping
devices of the type which can damp mechanical and/or acous-
tic vibrations 1 windows. The mvention 1s specifically dis-

closed as an aircrait window damping system that employs
air-film damping technology to increase damping in the win-
dow structure.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Windows of vehicles and aircraft typically have a relatively
large surface area and, therefore, have good acoustic radiation
elficiency. The resonance response of such window structures
results 1n significant vibration and acoustic energy which
typically contributes significantly to the interior noise 1n auto-
mobiles or other vehicles, and 1n aircrait cabins. Particularly
for aircraft, turbulent air flow at the exterior surfaces of the
tuselage skin and the exterior surfaces of the windows tends
to excite these resonances.

In typical conventional aircrait, the windows have low-to-
moderate inherent damping. An efficient countermeasure for
the resonance response of a structure 1s to 1ncrease the effec-
tive damping, and 1n the case of windows, the optical quality
of the window typically should be substantially maintained. It
may be permissible to degrade the optical quality by a small
amount, or perhaps for small surface areas, but 1n general the
optical quality should not noticeably vary 1f damping 1s added
to a window structure.

One conventional aircrait window 1s depicted 1n FIG. 1,
generally designated by the reference numeral 10. This win-
dow structure 10 has an outer pane 12 that comprises
stretched acrylic material, about 0.31 inches 1n thickness. A
second pane 14 1s also made of stretched acrylic material, and
in this structure 1t 1s about 0.19 inches 1n thickness. Between
the two panes 12 and 14 1s an air gap, generally designated by
the reference numeral 18. In this particular window structure
the air gap 1s about 0.26 inches across, which 1s the distance
that these two panes are spaced-apart from one another.

The edges of these two panes 12 and 14 are coated and
sealed by silicone material, at 16. The window 10 1s an
example of a structure seen 1n some contemporary commer-
cial passenger aircraft. In conventional windows as depicted
in FIG. 1, the thicker pane 12 1s the exterior pane for the
window, while the thinner pane 14 faces the interior of the
tuselage or cabin. In many of the conventional windows such
as this, the interior pane 14 has a vent hole that tends to
equalize the pressure on both sides of the pane 14.

A second type of aircraft window 1s depicted 1n FIG. 2,
generally designated by the reference numeral 20. A first pane
of material at 22 1s made of thermal tempered glass, about
0.50 inches 1n thickness. This 1s the thicker pane, which could
face (be 1n contact with) the environment to the exterior of the
aircraft, or 1t could be used as the inner window structure, 1.e.,
as the interior cabin pane. A second pane of thermal tempered
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glass 1s located at 24, and 1n this conventional window 20, the
pane 24 1s about 0.19 inches 1n thickness. Even though this
pane 24 1s less thick, it may be used as an exterior pane if
desired, and 1t can be coated with a rain repellent coating on
its outermost surface.

Instead of an air gap, a vinyl interlayer 26 separates the two
glass panes 22 and 24. In this window 20, the vinyl interlayer
1s about 0.38 inches 1n thickness. There are also two urethane
interlayers 28 that are about 0.02 1inches 1n thickness. One of
the urethane terlayers 1s between the outer pane 24 and the
vinyl interlayer 26, while a second urethane interlayer 1s
between the interior glass pane 22 and the vinyl interlayer 26.
This window structure 20 also includes a conductive heating
f1lm 23 that 1s located on the inboard surface of the glass ply
(or pane) 24.

The conventional window 20 includes other supporting,
structures that hold together the layers described above. A
stainless steel Z-bar 1s positioned at 30, and tends to hold 1n
place the outer glass pane 24 and the vinyl interlayer 26, in
which a layer of sealant 1s disposed therebetween. The sealant
layer 1s generally disposed at 32, and may comprise a type of
sealant known as “PR 1425

An aluminum spacer member 40 1s used as a support for the
entire window structure 20. A silicone gasket 34 1s placed on
the outer surface of the Z-bar 30 and the aluminum spacer
member 40. A metal insert 42 1s placed within the vinyl
interlayer 26, and makes contact with the aluminum spacer
member 40. An edge filler structure made of phenolic 1s
illustrated at 44, which tends to hold the imnner pane 22 in place
with the spacer member 40 and the vinyl interlayer 26.

Both of the conventional windows described above do not
use any particular form of air-film vibration damping. The
window structure 10 of FIG. 1 has a large air gap 18 which
would not be particularly useful for air-film vibration damp-
ing, while the window structure 20 of FIG. 2 has no particular
air gap at all.

It would be an improvement to add a form of vibration
damping (or acoustic radiation damping) to the windows of
vehicles and aircraft (or spacecrait for that matter). The
higher the speed of the vehicle/aircratt/spacecratt, the more
important that suificient vibration damping of window struc-
tures may become.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, 1t 1s an advantage of the present invention to
provide a vibration damping system that can reduce the
acoustic energy and/or vibrational energy of window struc-
tures, including windows used in vehicles, aircraft, space-
craft, and even vessels.

It 1s another advantage of the present invention to provide
a vibration damping system in which a space 1s formed
between two layers of material in a window structure, in
which this space has predetermined dimensions to enhance
air-film vibration damping of acoustic energy and/or vibra-
tional energy in the window structure.

It 1s still another advantage of the present mvention to
provide a vibration damping system for window structures
which uses a gaseous material as a vibration damping
medium, within a space of predetermined dimensions that 1s
part of the window structure.

It 1s a further advantage of the present invention to provide
a vibration damping system for window structures using a
gaseous material within a space of predetermined dimen-
s1ons, and 1n which at least a portion of the window structure
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1s essentially optically clear, whereas a portion of the window
structure may not be substantially clear at optical wave-
lengths.

It 1s still a further advantage of the present invention to
provide a vibration damping system for window structures
that imncludes a predetermined space between at least two
layers of window structure material, in which one of the
window structures exhibits an opening that extends com-
pletely therethrough for pressure equalization.

It 1s yet a further advantage of the present mvention to
provide a vibration damping system for window structures
that includes a space of a predetermined dimension between
at least two window structures, in which the space has a
gaseous material therewithin, and in which the gaseous mate-
rial 1s pressurized.

Additional advantages and other novel features of the
ivention will be set forth 1n part 1 the description that
follows and in part will become apparent to those skilled 1n
the art upon examination of the following or may be learned
with the practice of the invention.

To achieve the foregoing and other advantages, and in
accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a vibra-
tion damping system 1s provided, which comprises: a first
window structure; a second window structure that 1s spaced-
apart from the first window structure by a first distance, 1n an
arrangement by which at least portions of the first and second
window structures are substantially parallel to one another;
wherein the first window structure comprises a single layer of
maternial that 1s substantially transparent at optical wave-
lengths for humans; wherein the second window structure
comprises two separate layers of material that are both sub-
stantially transparent at visible optical wavelengths for
humans, the two separate layers being spaced-apart from one
another by a second distance 1n an arrangement by which at
least portions of the two separate layers are substantially
parallel to one another, thereby forming a space between the
two separate layers of material of the second window struc-
ture 1n which the space includes a gaseous material; and
wherein the second distance 1s significantly less than the first
distance, and the second distance 1s of a size that provides
air-film vibration damping for the second window structure.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
a vibration damping system 1s provided, which comprises: a
first window structure; a second window structure that 1s
spaced-apart from the first window structure by a first dis-
tance, 1n an arrangement by which the first and second win-
dow structures are substantially parallel to one another;
wherein the first window structure comprises a first grouping,
of two separate layers of matenial that are both substantially
transparent at visible optical wavelengths for humans, the
first grouping of two separate layers being spaced-apart from
one another by a second distance 1n an arrangement by which
at least portions of the first grouping of two separate layers are
substantially parallel to one another, thereby forming a first
space between the first grouping of two separate layers of
maternial of the first window structure 1n which the first space
includes a gaseous material; wherein the second window
structure comprises a second grouping of two separate layers
of matenial that are both substantially transparent at visible
optical wavelengths for humans, the second grouping of two
separate layers being spaced-apart from one another by a
third distance 1n an arrangement by which at least portions of
the second grouping of two separate layers are substantially
parallel to one another, thereby forming a second space
between the second grouping of two separate layers of mate-
rial of the second window structure 1n which the second space
includes a gaseous material; and wherein the second distance
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1s significantly less than the first distance, the third distance 1s
significantly less than the first distance, the second distance 1s
of a size that provides air-film vibration damping for the first
window structure; and the third distance 1s of a size that
provides air-film vibration damping for the second window
structure.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present inven-
tion, a vibration damping system 1s provided, which com-
prises: a window structure that comprises two separate layers
of material that are both substantially transparent at visible
optical wavelengths for humans, the two separate layers being
spaced-apart from one another by a first distance in an
arrangement by which at least portions of the two separate
layers are substantially parallel to one another, thereby form-
ing a space between the two separate layers of matenial of the
window structure 1n which the space includes a gaseous mate-
rial; wherein the first distance 1s less than one-quarter inch
(6.3 mm) so as to provide air-film vibration damping for the
window structure.

Still other advantages of the present invention will become
apparent to those skilled in this art from the following
description and drawings wherein there 1s described and
shown a preferred embodiment of this invention 1n one of the
best modes contemplated for carrying out the invention. As
will be realized, the mvention 1s capable of other different
embodiments, and 1ts several details are capable of modifica-
tion 1n various, obvious aspects all without departing from the
invention. Accordingly, the drawings and descriptions will be
regarded as illustrative 1n nature and not as restrictive.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings incorporated in and forming
a part of the specification illustrate several aspects of the
present nvention, and together with the description and
claims serve to explain the principles of the mnvention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 1s a view looking parallel to the plane of a conven-
tional aircraft window, 1n cross-section.

FIG. 2 1s a view looking parallel to the plane of a different
style conventional aircraft window, 1n cross-section.

FIG. 3 1s a view 1n cross-section of a test fixture holding a
window constructed according to the principles of the present
invention, looking down the plane of the window.

FIG. 4A 1s a graph showing a frequency response of vibra-
tional mobility of a first curve showing the response of a
conventional window as a measured baseline, and a second
curve showing the response of a first example window con-
structed according to the principles of the present invention as
a “measured damped-outboard™ structure.

FIG. 4B 1s a graph showing a frequency response of vibra-
tional mobility of a second curve showing the response of a
conventional window as a measured baseline, and a second
curve showing the response of a second example window
constructed according to the principles of the present mven-
tion as a “measured damped-inboard” structure.

FIG. 5 1s a cross-section view of a window constructed
according to the principles of the present invention, looking
down the plane of the window structure, in which an inter-
mediate window pane 1s positioned near an exterior window
pane, thereby forming a vibration damping system using
air-film vibration damping according to the present invention.

FIG. 6 1s a cross-section view of a window constructed
according to the principles of the present invention, looking
down the plane of the window structure, in which an inter-
mediate window pane 1s positioned near an 1nterior window
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pane, thereby forming a vibration damping system using
air-film vibration damping according to the present invention.

FIG. 7 1s a cross-section view of a window constructed
according to the principles of the present invention, looking
down the plane of the window structure, mm which a first
intermediate window pane 1s positioned proximal to an exte-
rior window pane to form a first vibration damping system,
and a second intermediate pane 1s positioned proximal to an
interior window pane, thereby forming a second vibration
damping system, both using air-film wvibration damping
according to the present invention.

FIG. 8 1s a cross-section view of a window constructed
according to the principles of the present invention, 1n which
an intermediate layer of maternial 1s positioned against an
interior window structure, but 1s also positioned 1n a spaced-
apart relationship to an exterior window pane, thereby form-
ing an air-film vibration damping system according to the
present invention.

FIG. 9 1s a cross-section view of a window constructed
according to the principles of the present invention, 1n which
an mtermediate layer of matenal 1s positioned proximal to an
exterior window pane to form an air-film vibration damping
system therewith, in which the intermediate layer 1s not per-

tectly planar.

FIG. 10 1s a cross-section view of a window constructed
according to the principles of the present invention, 1n which
an mtermediate layer of matenal 1s positioned proximal to an
exterior window pane to form an air-film vibration damping
system therewith, 1n which the mntermediate layer 1s not per-
tectly planar, and 1n which the intermediate layer does not
exhibit the same thickness throughout.

FIG. 11 15 a cross-section view of a window constructed
according to the principles of the present invention, 1n which
an mtermediate layer of matenal 1s positioned proximal to an
exterior window pane to form an air-film vibration damping
system therewith, in which the intermediate layer 1s not per-
tectly planar, and the intermediate layer 1s configured to bend
in an opposite direction as compared to that of FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Reference will now be made in detail to the present pre-
terred embodiment of the invention, an example of which 1s
illustrated 1n the accompanying drawings, wherein like
numerals indicate the same elements throughout the views.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a window structure generally
designated by the reference numeral 100 1s depicted 1n a
configuration 1 which 1t could be used as a window 1n an
aircraft fuselage. In FIG. 3, a test fixture 1s used to hold
various portions of the window structure together, in which
the test fixture simulates the side or edge structural members
of an aircraft window as part of the fuselage of the aircratt.

A first window pane 112 1s constructed substantially 1n
parallel to a second spaced-apart window pane (or platelet)
114. The spaced-apart relationship results mm a gap 118
between the two surfaces that face each other of the window
panes 112 and 114. In this example embodiment, the window
pane 112 1s made of cast acrylic sheet material, about 0.36
inches 1n thickness, and the window pane 114 1s made of cast
acrylic sheet of about 0.105 inches 1n thickness. Note, how-
ever, that the thickness of pane 114 can be made either lesser
or greater, for use 1n the present invention. For example, the
thickness of pane 114 could be 1n the range of 0.050 inches
(1.27 mm) to 1.00 inches (25.4 mm); thicknesses outside this

range are also possible.
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The gap 118 will have a dimension “G” that 1s related to
appropriate air-film vibration damping of acoustic energy
and/or mechanical vibrations that otherwise would be gener-
ated 1n these window structures. In one exemplary embodi-
ment, this gap 118 could be as small as 0.006 inches; however,
other gap dimensions also will work well for this invention.
For example, the dimension G of gap 118 could be in the
range 01 0.001 inches (0.025 mm) to 0.050 1inches (1.27 mm),
inclusive; gap distances outside this range are also possible,
for example up to one-quarter inch (6.3 mm). In FIG. 3, the
dimension G of the gap 118 1s controlled by an aluminum
shim 122 that 1s provided as part of the test fixture.

The rest of the test fixture 1n FIG. 3 comprises a first
aluminum boundary frame 120 and a second aluminum
boundary frame 124, that are both held together and abutted
by a rather large nut and bolt, 1n which the bolt 1s depicted at
130 and the nut at 132.

It will be understood that the types of materials used for
windows according to the vibration damping system of the
present invention can vary considerably as desired by the
system designer, without departing from the principles of the
present invention. Moreover, the aluminum members of the
test fixture depicted 1n FIG. 3 are simply used to provide rigid
support for the window structure members, and other sizes
and shapes of materials could be used, and moreover other
types of materials could be used, all without departing from
the principles of the present invention. Several examples are
discussed below.

It will also be understood that the gaseous compound(s)
used within the “air gap” 118 do not necessarily have to be
atmospheric air. For example, 1n jet aircraft flying at high
altitudes, the “air gap” may have a pressure equalizer struc-
ture (e.g., a small opening) to the internal cabin pressure, and
in that situation the gas within air gap 118 would comprise the
enriched oxygen used 1n pressurized aircrait cabins. Even 1f
the “air gap” 1s completely sealed, the gas used therein may
comprise elements or compounds that do not meet the normal
definition of atmospheric air, but would still fall within the
principles of the present invention. Therefore, 1 this patent
document, a reference to the “air” within this space or “air
gap’ are not restricted to typical “air’” compounds.

Referring now to FIG. 4A, a graph of mobility (1n inches
per second per pound) versus frequency (in Hz) 1s 1llustrated
for a first example window structure constructed according to
the principles of the present invention. The overall graph 1s
generally depicted by the reference numeral 50, 1n which one
of the curves (1.e., reference numeral 52) represents the
mobility of a baseline window structure that i1s constructed
according to conventional means and materials, and a second
curve 54 that represents the mobility of a damped window
structure that 1s similar to that depicted 1n FIG. 3, along with
the test fixture of FIG. 3. In the graph 50, a specific test was
performed assuming that the window structure 114 was asso-
ciated with an one of the panes of an aircrait window 1n an
aircrait fuselage.

As can be seen from inspecting the curves 52 and 54 of
graph 50, there 1s a significant reduction of the vibrational
mobility 1n the frequency range of zero Hertz to 6,000 Hz,
particularly in the range between 1,000 Hz and 6,000 Hz. This
range 1s indicated by the reference numeral 60 on FIG. 4A.
The lower frequencies, 1n the range from zero to 1,000 Hz,
also exhibit improvement 1n the measured vibrational mobil-
ity characteristics of this window structure, which 1s repre-
sented by the reference numeral 62 on FIG. 4A.

The graph 50 does not extend higher than 6,000 Hz, how-
ever, the air-film vibration damping technology of the present
invention can significantly increase the vibration damping n
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such window structures at higher frequencies as well, includ-
ing through a frequency range of zero Hz through 15,000 Hz,
inclusive. This provides significant reduction of vibration and
acoustic noise 1in a major portion of the human hearing range.
The air-film vibration damping system provides a damping 5
mechanism related to the relative transverse cyclic motion
(due to modal velocities) between upper and lower structure
surfaces, above and below a thin gap that 1s filled with a
gaseous substance, such as air. The transverse cyclic motion
torces the gas to cyclically flow within the gap, and the air 10
flow essentially becomes viscous if the gap dimensions are
chosen appropriately. The cyclic pressure variations arising
from this air flow provide the damping mechanism. Similar
air-film vibration damping systems have been successiully
demonstrated 1n other types of structures, including aircratt 15
turbine engine fan blades (see U.S. Pat. No. 6,514,040 co-
assigned to Damping Technologies, Inc. of Mishawaka, Ind.,
which 1s incorporated herein by reference 1n 1ts entirety). It
should be noted that the typical speech interference level
(SIL) frequency range 1s 355 Hz to 5,600 Hz. As can be seen 20
from the above, the air-film vibration damping provided by
the vibration damping system of the present invention can be

of major benefit for a large portion of this SIL range.

Referring now to FIG. 4B, a graph of mobility (in inches
per second per pound) versus frequency (in Hz) 1s illustrated 25
for a second example window structure constructed accord-
ing to the principles of the present invention. The overall
graph 1s generally depicted by the reference numeral 80, 1n
which one of the curves (1.e., reference numeral 82) repre-
sents the mobility of a baseline window structure that 1s 30
constructed according to conventional means and materials,
and a second curve 84 that represents the mobility of a
damped window structure that 1s similar to that depicted 1n
FIG. 3, along with the test fixture of FIG. 3. In the graph 80,

a specific test was performed assuming that the window struc- 35
ture 114 was associated with one of the panes of an aircraft
window 1n an aircraft fuselage. Note that this graph 80 1s
based on a window structure with different dimensional char-
acteristics (as discussed below) than the window structure
that was the basis for the graph 50 (of F1G. 4A). Moreover, the 40
window material for panes 112 and 114 was clear polycar-
bonate for the test results of graph 80.

As can be seen from inspecting the curves 82 and 84 of
graph 80, there 1s a significant reduction of the vibrational
mobility in the frequency range of zero Hertz to 6,000 Hz. The 45
attenuation in vibrational mobility ranges from a factor of
about 5.0 to a factor of about 10.0, as a reduction i1n this
mobility for resonances in the low frequency range. Similar
attenuation also can be seen for particular high-order dynam-
ics 1n the FRF (frequency response function) spectrum. It 1s 50
anticipated that such attenuation will yield significant ben-
efits 1n the sound pressure radiated from the window struc-
ture.

The graph 80 does not extend higher than 6,000 Hz, how-
ever, the air-film vibration damping technology of the present 55
invention can significantly increase the vibration damping 1n
such window structures at higher frequencies as well, includ-
ing through a frequency range of zero Hz through 15,000 Hz,
inclusive. As discussed above, this provides significant reduc-
tion of vibration and acoustic noise 1n a major portion of the 60
human hearing range.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a window vibration damping
structure generally designated by the reference numeral 200
1s 1llustrated as having a first pane of glass (or other substan-
tially transparent material) 210, a second pane of glass (or 65
other substantially transparent material) 212, and a third
intermediate layer of material 214. Inthis FIG. 5, the pane 210
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1s considered to be the exterior structure, and 1s 1n communi-
cation with outside air (1.e., the exterior environment) repre-
sented by the reference numeral 224. The imnner pane 1s at 212,
and 11 this window structure 200 1s part of an aircrait fuselage,
the space at reference numeral 226 would be the interior cabin
air within the fuselage.

InFIG. 5, the intermediate layer 214 1s positioned proximal
to the outer pane 210, and 1s spaced-apart by a gap at reference
numeral 220. There 1s a larger gap 222 between the interior
pane 212 and the intermediate pane or structure 214. The gap
between the outer pane 210 and the mntermediate pane 214 1s
referred to as “G1”, the gap between the intermediate pane
214 and the interior pane 212 is referred to as “G2”, and the
overall gap between the two main window structural mem-
bers 210 and 212 1s given by the gap dimension “G3”.

The thickness of the exterior pane (or window structure)
210 1s given by the dimension “d1” on F1G. 5, the thickness of

the interior pane (or window structure) 212 1s given by the
dimension “d2”, while the thickness of the intermediate pane
(or structure) 214 on FIG. 5 1s given by the dimension “d3”.

In a first exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
the thickness of the pane 210 could be about 0.36 inches (1.¢.,
dimension d1), and the thickness of the interior pane 212
could also have a thickness of about 0.36 1inches (the dimen-
siond2). The thickness of the intermediate member 212 could
have a dimension of about 0.105 inches (2.7 mm), 1.e., at
dimension d3. The gap G1 could have a dimension of about
0.005 to 0.006 inches (0.127 mm to 0.152 mm), and the
overall “gap” G3 could be about 0.5 inches. This would then
leave a gap dimension G2 of about 0.389 to 0.390 inches.

With these dimensions (of the first exemplary embodi-
ment), this type of structure could provide results similar to
the frequency response illustrated in the graph 50 of FIG. 4 A,
for a window size of about 20x20 inches. The “gap” dimen-
sion G1 represents a predetermined dimension or distance
that creates a narrow space or volume that 1s designed to
provide additional vibration damping characteristics by the
installation of the intermediate member 214 1n fairly close
proximity to the exterior glass or acrylic (or other substance)
member 210.

In actual use, the intermediate (or third) layer of material
214 would likely have a vent hole (e.g., at 216) to allow
pressure to equalize on both sides of 1ts structure, 1.e., the
areas at reference numerals 220 and 222. As can be seen from
the above dimensional information, this layer 214 will typi-
cally be fairly “thin” 1n construction, and thus will not be
expected to carry a differential pressure loading. The relative
“thinness™ of element 214 will usually aid 1n providing the
air-1ilm damping characteristic for this window structure 200.

In a second exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the thickness of the pane 210 could be about 0.36 inches
(1.e., dimension d1), and the thickness of the interior pane 212
could also have a thickness of about 0.36 inches (the dimen-
siond2). The thickness of the intermediate member 214 could
have a dimension of about 0.210 to 0.214 inches (5.3 mm to
5.4 mm), 1.e., at dimension d3. The gap G1 could have a
dimension of about 0.016 inches (0.41 mm), and the overall
“gap” (3 could be about 0.5 inches. This would then leave a
gap dimension G2 of about 0.270 to 0.274 inches.

With these dimensions (of the second exemplary embodi-
ment), this type of structure could provide results similar to
the frequency response illustrated 1n the graph 50 of FI1G. 4B,
for a window size ol about 11x16 inches. As above, the “gap”
dimension G1 represents a predetermined dimension or dis-
tance that creates anarrow space or volume that 1s designed to
provide additional vibration damping characteristics by the
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installation of the intermediate member 214 1n fairly close
proximity to the exterior member 210.

It will be understood that all of the dimension described
above 1n reference to FIG. 5 could be substantially different
for various different types of matenals used, or for various
differences 1n overall dimensions for window size, or for
application in a vehicle as compared to an aircraft or a space-
craft, for example. Obviously, the faster the vehicle or air-
craft/spacecraft, the stronger the structural members must be,
particularly the outer pane or window member 210. This
could significantly impact the other structural members,
including their dimensions (such as their thicknesses) as well
as their spaced-apart relationships with each other, including
the gap dimension G1.

It will also be understood that the intermediate member or
layer 214 would typically be made of a substantially trans-
parent material at human optical wavelengths. However, cer-
tain portions of member 214 would not necessarily need to be
optically transparent, perhaps at areas along 1ts outer edges,

for example.

Referring now to FI1G. 6, another window structure 1s gen-
erally designated by the reference numeral 250. In FIG. 6, the
exterior window structural member 1s at 260, while the inte-
rior window structural member 1s at 262. An intermediate
member 264 1s located proximal to the imterior window struc-
tural member 262 1n this configuration. The air-film vibration
damping characteristics will be provided by a gap or volume
at 270, which relates to a dimension G11 with regard to 1ts
actual distance. A larger gap at 272 represents the distance
between the mtermediate member 264 and the outer struc-
tural member 260. The exterior air (or environment) 1s at 274,
while the interior air (or environment) 1s at 276.

In FIG. 6, a dimension d11 represents the thickness of the
outer window structural member 260, a dimension d12 rep-
resents the thickness of the interior window structural mem-
ber 262, while a dimension d13 represents the thickness of the
intermediate member 264. The gap dimension G11 1s most
important with regard to the vibration damping characteris-
tics of this window structure 250, and a gap at G12 represents
more of a thermal barrier. An overall gap dimension G13
represents the distance between the main window structural
members 260 and 262.

In FIG. 6, the air-film vibration damping characteristics
will be effective for the interior window member 262, rather
than the exterior window member 260; there are differences
in the implementations of the air film damping systems of
structures 200 and 250. In the case of structure 200, the outer
pane structure would be heavily damped via air film damping;
in the case of structure 250, the mner pane structure would be
heavily damped via air film damping. Even 11 all of the mate-
rials and dimensions were 1dentical to the window structure
2001llustrated 1n FIG. 5, the acoustic frequency response with
respect to the cabin interior and wvibrational amplitude
response would not necessarily be precisely the same,
between these two structures 250 and 200, although they may
have quite similar characteristics for their specific damped
components.

In actual use, the intermediate layer of material 264 would
likely have a vent hole (e.g., at 266) to allow pressure to
equalize on both sides of its structure, 1.¢., the areas at refer-
ence numerals 270 and 272. As can be seen from the above
dimensional information, this layer 264 will typically be
tairly “thin” in construction, and thus will not be expected to
carry a differential pressure loading. Moreover, the innermost
pane structure 262 might also be vented, to avoid carrying any
kind of pressure loading; this assumes that the outermost pane
structure 260 will be the pressure load-bearing member of

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

this window structure 250, which probably 1s typical in many
aircrait fuselages. It will be understood that all of the various
embodiments described herein may, or may not, have one or
more vent holes (whether illustrated or not) through one or
more of the window pane elements (or layers), including the
clement/layer that provides the air-film damping characteris-
tic.

Referring now to FI1G. 7, a window structural assembly 300
1s depicted as having two main window structural members
310 and 312, and two intermediate members 314 and 316.
The exterior environment 1s depicted at 326, while the interior
environment 1s depicted at 328.

The two intermediate members 314 and 316 provide the
capability of further damping the acoustic energy or vibra-
tional energies of both main window structures 310 and 312.
The outer window member 310 has an air-film vibration
damping gap 320 with a gap dimension G21 between 1tself
and the first intermediate member 314. The second interme-
diate member 316 provides an air-film vibration damping gap
322 that has a dimension G22 on FIG. 7 between 1tself and the
second main member 312. There1s a gap area (or volume) 324
between the two intermediate members 314 and 316. That
gap dimension 1s designated G23, and the overall gap dimen-
s1on G24 represents the distance between the two main struc-
tural members 312 and 310.

The thickness of the outer member 310 1s given as d21, the
thickness of the interior member 312 1s given by the dimen-
s1on d22. The thickness of the two intermediate members 314
and 316 are given by the dimensions d23 and d24, respec-
tively. There 1s nothing 1n the present invention that says the
thicknesses of the two intermediate members 314 and 316
must be equal 1n this configuration, nor do the distances 1n the
gaps (21 and G22 necessarily need to be equal. Fach of the
window structural members 310 and 312 can have its own
predetermined gap dimension to the respective intermediate
members 314 and 316, and thus be “tuned” to have superior
vibration damping characteristics regardless as to the other
main window member.

Referring now to FIG. 8, another alternative window struc-
ture 1s generally designated by the reference numeral 350.
There are two main window members, an exterior window
member 360 and an 1nterior window member 362. An inter-
mediate layer 364 1s illustrated as being in contact with the
interior window member 362. The exterior environment 1s at
374, while the interior environment 1s at 376.

The only “gap” 1n the design of FIG. 8 1s the space 370,
which has a gap dimension designated G41. This would nec-
essarily have to provide both air-film vibration damping char-
acteristics as well as thermal insulation characteristics, and so
this design of FIG. 8 may not be suitable for a large number of
various applications involving vehicles or aircraft/spacecrait
that travel through extremes of temperature. The thickness of
the exterior window 360 1s given at d31, the thickness of the
interior window structure 362 1s given at d32, and the thick-
ness of the intermediate layer 364 1s given at d33.

Retferring now to FIG. 9, another alternative window struc-
ture 1s generally designated by the reference numeral 400. An
exterior window structural member 410 1s 1n contact with the
external environment 424, while an interior window struc-
tural member 412 is 1n contact with an 1nterior environment
426. An intermediate member 414 provides air-film vibration
damping characteristics with respect to the external window
member 410. In FIG. 9, the intermediate member 414 1s not
planar along 1ts entire surface area (or distance as seen 1n FIG.
9) and has a gap dimension G41 providing the air-film vibra-
tion damping 1n a space 420. Toward one end of the window
structure, the gap distance G41 1s not maintained and inter-
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mediate member 414 comes close to, or makes contact with,
the surface of the exterior window member 410.

The exterior window member 410 has a thickness of
dimension d41, the interior window member 412 has a thick-
ness dimension d42, and the intermediate member 414 has a
thickness dimension d43. Another gap (or space) 422 has a
dimension G42, while the overall larger gap G43 represents
the distance between the two main structural window mem-
bers 410 and 412. The vibration damping characteristics of
this embodiment 400 may be somewhat different than those
of the embodiment 200 1n FIG. 5, and this alternative con-
struction may also prove usetul for other reasons.

Referring now to FIG. 10, yet another alternative embodi-
ment 450 of a window structure 1s provided, 1n which an
exterior member 460 1s 1n contact with the exterior environ-
ment 474, an interior member 462 1s 1n contact with the
interior environment 476, and there 1s an intermediate mem-
ber 464 that does not exhibit a constant thickness. A gap (or
space) 470 provides air-film vibration damping characteris-

tics with respect to the exterior member 460, and this gap has
a dimension G51. The thickness of the exterior member 460
1s given as d51, while the effective thickness of the imnterme-
diate member 464 1s given by the dimension d33. This is the
lesser thickness dimension of member 464, illustrated in FIG.
10; the thicker portion of intermediate member 464 allows a
different type of structural support to be used, and which may
come 1nto physical contact with one of the surfaces of the
exterior member 460, 11 desired.

The interior member 464 has a thickness dimension d52,
and a thermal barrier gap (or space) 472 has a dimension G52.
The overall distance between the two structural main mem-
bers 460 and 462 1s given by the dimension or gap G33.

Referring now to FIG. 11, still another alternative embodi-
ment 500 1s 1llustrated as having a main exterior member 510
that 1s 1n contact with the exterior environment 524, a main
interior member 512 that 1s in contact with the interior envi-
ronment 526, and an intermediate member 514 that provides
an air-film vibration damping characteristic with respect to
the exterior member 510. Intermediate member 514 provides
a spaced-apart gap G61 1n a space 520 between members 510
and 514. This allows for air-film vibration damping to take
place. The outer window member 510 has a thickness dimen-
sion d61, the interior window member 512 has a thickness
dimension d62, and the intermediate member 514 has a thick-
ness d63. This can be seen 1n FIG. 11, intermediate member
514 1s not planar over 1ts entire surface area (or length across
the figure), but zigs a bit farther away from the exterior win-

dow member 510, which may allow for 1t to be more easily
mounted into the window frame of the fuselage of an aircraft,
for example.

The gap dimension G61 provides the air-film vibration
damping characteristic, and a gap G62 can provide thermal
insulation, for a volume (or space) 322. The overall gap
dimension 63 1s between the two main structural window
members 5310 and 512.

It will be understood that the principles of the present
invention can apply to various types ol window structures,
including window structures that have a large air gap between
two substantially transparent window pane members, and
also window structures that have some type of solid material
between two window pane members, such as an interlayer of
a substantially transparent solid material. For the present
invention to be effective, however, there must be some type of
space or gap between at least two of the window structure
members, and this space or gap would typically be filled with
some gaseous compound to provide the “air-film™ vibration
damping effect.
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It will also be understood that the panes of the inventive
window structure may or may not include one or more
through-holes to provide equalization of air pressure on both
sides. Such through-holes could potentially even be located in
a relatively thin layer of material that 1s provided specifically
as a boundary for the space (or gap) that provides the air-film
vibration damping eflect of the present invention. Of course,
if one of the window structure layers includes a through-hole
that would be in communication with the space (or gap) that
1s providing the vibration damping characteristic, then the
clfects of this through-hole must be accounted for by the
system designer.

It will yet be further understood that the additional layer of
material that provides the space (or gap) for the air-film vibra-
tion damping characteristic would typically be substantially
clear or transparent at wavelengths of visible light to the
human eye. However, not every portion of the window struc-
ture would necessarily need to comprise a material having a
substantially transparent characteristic. This would be true
for all of the window members, and the use of a non-trans-
parent material at certain areas may particularly be usetul
around the edges of the window structures, or in certain
corners, 1 desired by the system designer.

It will still be further understood that the material used
within the space or gap that 1s providing the air-film vibration
damping characteristic of the overall window structure or
system does not necessarily have to be air, but could be
virtually any type of gaseous compound that would provide
the proper physical characteristics to enhance the vibration
damping effect. If air 1s not used, then other gaseous materials
such as argon or neon could be used, or perhaps other mate-
rials such as a gas that 1s high in nitrogen content, or high in
one of the other noble gases.

As used herein, the term “proximal” can have a meanming of
closely positioning one physical object with a second physi-
cal object, such that the two objects are perhaps adjacent to
one another, although 1t 1s not necessarily required that there
be no thuird object positioned therebetween. In the present
invention, there may be instances 1n which a “male locating
structure” 1s to be positioned “proximal” to a “female locating
structure.” In general, this could mean that the two male and
female structures are to be physically abutting one another, or
this could mean that they are “mated” to one another by way
of a particular size and shape that essentially keeps one struc-
ture oriented in a predetermined direction and at an X-Y (e.g.,
horizontal and vertical) position with respect to one another,
regardless as to whether the two male and female structures
actually touch one another along a continuous surface. Or,
two structures of any size and shape (whether male, female, or
otherwise 1n shape) may be located somewhat near one
another, regardless 11 they physically abut one another or not;
such a relationship could still be termed “proximal.” More-
over, the term “proximal” can also have a meaning that relates
strictly to a single object, 1n which the single object may have
two ends, and the “distal end” 1s the end that 1s positioned
somewhat farther away from a subject pomnt (or area) of
reference, and the “proximal end” 1s the other end, which
would be positioned somewhat closer to that same subject
point (or area) of reference.

All documents cited in the Detailed Description of the
Invention are, 1n relevant part, incorporated herein by refer-
ence; the citation of any document 1s not to be construed as an
admission that 1t 1s prior art with respect to the present inven-
tion.

The foregoing description of a preferred embodiment of
the invention has been presented for purposes of illustration
and description. It 1s not intended to be exhaustive or to limait
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the invention to the precise form disclosed. Any examples
described or illustrated herein are intended as non-limiting
examples, and many modifications or variations of the
examples, or of the preferred embodiment(s), are possible 1n
light of the above teachings, without departing from the spirit
and scope of the present invention. The embodiment(s) was
chosen and described 1n order to 1llustrate the principles of the
invention and 1ts practical application to thereby enable one
of ordinary skill 1n the art to utilize the ivention in various
embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to
particular uses contemplated. It 1s intended to cover in the
appended claims all such changes and modifications that are
within the scope of this invention.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A vibration damping system, comprising;:

a first window structure;

a second window structure that 1s spaced-apart from said
first window structure by a first distance, 1n an arrange-
ment by which at least portions of said first and second
window structures are substantially parallel to one
another:

wherein said first window structure comprises a single
layer of matenal that 1s substantially transparent at opti-
cal wavelengths for humans;

wherein said second window structure comprises two
separate layers of material that are both substantially
transparent at visible optical wavelengths for humans,
said two separate layers being spaced-apart from one
another by a second distance 1n an arrangement by
which at least portions of said two separate layers are
substantially parallel to one another, thereby forming a
space between said two separate layers of material of
saild second window structure 1in which said space
includes a gaseous material;

wherein said gaseous material 1s used as a vibration damp-
ing medium; and

wherein said second distance 1s less than about 0.016
inches (0.41 mm), and said second distance 1s of a size
that provides air-film vibration damping for said second
window structure.

2. The vibration damping system as recited in claim 1,
wherein at least one of said first and second window struc-
tures exhibits an opening that extends completely there-
through, used for pressure equalization.

3. The vibration damping system as recited in claim 1,
wherein at least one of said first and second window struc-
tures exhibits a first area that 1s not substantially transparent at
optical wavelengths for humans, and exhibits a second area
that 1s substantially transparent at optical wavelengths for
humans.

4. The vibration damping system as recited in claim 3,
wherein said first area extends along at least a portion of an
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outer perimeter of said at least one of said first and second
window structures, and said {irst area 1s used for mounting
said at least one of said first and second window structures to
a support structure that essentially hides said first area from
VIEW.

5. The vibration damping system as recited n claim 4,
wherein said support structure comprises a portion of one of:
(a) a fuselage of an aircrait; (b) a hull of a spacecratt; (c) a
body of a vehicle; and (d) a hull of a vessel.

6. A method for dampening vibrations in a structure, said
method comprising:

(a) providing a first window structure of a material that 1s
substantially transparent at optical wavelengths for
humans;

(b) providing a second window structure that i1s spaced-
apart from said first window structure by a first distance,
in an arrangement by which at least portions of said first
and second window structures are substantially parallel
to one another, said second window structure compris-
ing two separate layers of material that are both substan-
tially transparent at visible optical wavelengths for

humans, said two separate layers being spaced-apart

from one another by a second distance 1n an arrangement

by which at least portions of said two separate layers are
substantially parallel to one another, thereby forming a
space between said two separate layers of material of
said second window structure in which said space
includes a gaseous material; and

(¢) providing air film vibration damping between said two
separate layers ol material by causing said gaseous
material to cyclically flow within said space due to
cyclic pressure variations arising from movement of
surfaces of said two separate layers of materal.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said cyclic pressure
variations arising from surfaces of said two separate layers of
material occur by way of relative transverse cyclic motion of
said surfaces.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein said gaseous material
comprises one of: (a) air; (b) substantially pure argon; (c)
substantially pure neon; and (d) a controlled mixture of gases
that includes at least oxygen.

9. The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of:
pressurizing said gaseous material.

10. The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of:
equalizing pressure between said space and an 1nterior envi-
ronment by providing an opening that extends completely
through at least one of said two separate layers of the second
window structure.

11. The method of claim 6, wherein: said two separate
layers of material both exhibit a substantially uniform thick-
ness over their entire area.
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