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DEVELOPER CARTRIDGE FOR
IMAGE-FORMING DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a divisional of prior U.S. application
Ser. No. 11/410,942, filed Apr. 26, 2006, now U.S. Pat. No.
7,924,299 which claims priority to Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Nos. 2005-128502, filed Apr. 26, 2005; 2005-138729,
filed May 11, 2003; 20035-140893, filed May 13, 2005; and
2005-164321, filed Jun. 3, 2005, the entire contents of which
are hereby mcorporated by reference into the present appli-
cation.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates generally to an image-forming
device, such as a laser printer, and more particularly, to a
developer cartridge and process cartridge mounted in the
image-forming device.

BACKGROUND

Conventional electrophotographic image-forming devices
such as laser printers that employ a nonmagnetic, single-
component developing method generally include a photosen-
sitive drum on which electrostatic latent images are formed,
and a developer cartridge for tribocharging and supplying
toner to the photosensitive drum 1n order to develop the elec-
trostatic latent image formed thereon.

One such developer cartridge disclosed 1n Japanese Patent
Application Publication No. 2000-275948 1ncludes a toner-
accommodating chamber for accommodating the toner, and a
developing chamber for accommodating a supply roller, a
developing roller, and a thickness-regulating blade. A parti-
tioming wall in which an opening 1s formed divides the devel-
oper cartridge into the toner-accommodating chamber and
the developing chamber.

This type of developer cartridge also includes an agitator
disposed 1n the toner-accommodating chamber for stirring
toner therein. The toner stirred by the agitator 1s discharged
toward the developing chamber through the hole formed in
the partitioning wall. The supply roller supplies the dis-
charged toner onto the developing roller while the toner 1s
tribocharged between the two rollers. The thickness-regulat-
ing blade scrapes ofl excess charged toner carried on the
developing roller so that the developing roller carries a thin
layer on the surface thereof.

A developing device disclosed in Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2000-250296 1ncludes transparent win-
dows provided at opposing two sides of the toner-accommo-
dating chamber for detecting the amount of residual toner. A
cleaning member 1s further provided on the agitator for clean-
ing the windows.

A developer cartridge disclosed in Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. 2005-24811 supports the shait of the
agitator with a support part having a hollow groove part and a
restricting part, the hollow groove part having a gmiding por-
tion and a deepest portion. When assembling the agitator, the
shaft of the agitator 1s guided downward along the guiding
portion of the hollow groove to the deepest portion, passing,
over the restricting part, and 1s maintained in the deepest
portion by the restricting part.

The above-described conventional developer cartridges
have various disadvantages. One disadvantage 1s that the
charged excess toner that the thickness-regulating blade
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scrapes oil the surface of the developing roller accumulates 1n
the developing chamber and sometimes returns to the toner-

accommodating chamber. As the ratio of previously charged
toner to uncharged toner 1ncreases, charge control becomes
difficult when tribocharging the toner between the supply
roller and the developing roller, leading to a decline in 1image
quality. Therefore, 1t 1s desirable to supply as much of the
toner that has been previously charged for development as
quickly as possible.

Another disadvantage 1s that the number of parts required
for fixing the cleaning member to the agitator increases, mak-
ing the assembly process more complex. Further, 1t1s difficult
to cleanly peel off the cleaning member from the agitator for
recycling when the cleaning member has been fixed with
double-sided tape.

With the above-described structure for supporting the shaift
of the agitator, there 1s a danger that the shait could become
damaged when sliding over the restricting part due to a large
load being applied to the shaft when the shatt flexes.

Still another disadvantage 1s that by forming the opening in
the casing of the developer cartridge described above for
exposing the developing roller, the peripheral edges of the
opening are inevitably weaker. Hence, when the user grips the
casing near the opening when mounting or removing the
developer cartridge, the casing deforms (flexes), which may
cause damage to the developing roller or force toner out
through a gap formed between the developing roller and the
casing.

SUMMARY

In view of the foregoing, 1t 1s an object of the invention to
provide a developer cartridge capable of preventing a decline
in 1mage quality.

It 1s another object of the invention to provide a developer
cartridge having a cleaning member fixed to an agitating
member through a simple construction.

It 1s st1ll another object of the invention to provide a devel-
oper cartridge that reduces the risk of damage to the shaft of
the agitator when the agitator 1s mounted 1n the developer
cartridge.

It 1s yet another object of the invention to provide a devel-
oper cartridge having a casing that 1s reinforced along an
opening therein and that reliably maintains a precise gap
between the developing roller and an edge of the opening.

It 1s another object of the invention to provide a process
cartridge and an 1image-forming device in which the devel-
oper cartridge that attains at least one of the above-described
objects 1s mounted.

The above and other others will be attained by a developer
cartridge including:

a developer-accommodating chamber that accommodates
developer;

a developer-carrying member that carries developer;

a supplying member that charges and supplies developer
accommodated 1n the developer-accommodating chamber to
the developer-carrying member;

a thickness-regulating member that contacts the developer-
carrying member at a contact part with pressure to regulate a
thickness of developer carried on the developer-carrying
member; and

a wall having a base end and a distal end and disposed
between the developer-accommodating chamber and the
thickness-regulating member, the distal end of the wall being
positioned closer to the supplying member than the base end
of the wall, the wall partitioning the thickness-regulating
member from the developer-accommodating chamber such
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that a distance between the supplying member and the distal
end of the wall 1s shorter than a distance between the supply-
ing member and the contact part at which the thickness-
regulating member contacts the developer-carrying member.

With this construction, the wall provided between the
developer-accommodating chamber and the thickness-regu-
lating member partitions the thickness-regulating member
from the developer-accommodating chamber. The wall 1s
disposed so that the distance between the supplying member
and the distal end of the wall 1s shorter than the distance
between the supplying member and the contact part at which
the thickness-regulating member contacts the developer-car-
rying member. Therefore, when the thickness-regulating
member scrapes excess developer off the developer-carrying,
member to regulate the thickness of developer carried on the
developer-carrying member, this developer remains between
the thickness-regulating member and the wall and can once
again be supplied to the developer-carrying member and
regulated by the pressing contact of the thickness-regulating,
member. As a result, since developer scraped off by the thick-
ness-regulating member, that 1s, developer carrying a static
charge, can be prevented from returning to the developer-
accommodating chamber, 1t 1s possible to control the charge
of the developer reliably 1n order to prevent a decline 1n image
quality.

The invention described above can reliably tribocharge the
developer. Further, the supplying member can easily return
previously charged developer to the developer-carrying
member, while also easily supplying uncharged developer
accommodated 1n the developer-accommodating chamber to
the developer-carrying member.

According to another aspect of the invention, there 1s pro-
vided a developer cartridge including:

a developer-accommodating chamber that accommodates
developer;

at least one window that detects an amount of developer
remaining in the developer-accommodating chamber;

a cleaning member that cleans the window;

an agitating member that stirs the developer accommodated
in the developer-accommodating chamber; and

a fixing member disposed on the agitating member and hav-
ing a slit formed therein, the fixing member fixing the clean-
ing member when the cleaning member 1s inserted 1nto the
slit.

With this construction, by inserting the cleaning member
through the slit in the fixing member, the cleaning member 1s
fixed to the agitating member via the fixing member. This
construction eliminates the need for extra parts for fixing the
cleaning member and agitating member, enabling the clean-
ing member to be fixed to the agitating member through a
simple assembly process. Accordingly, the invention reduces
the number of required parts and improves the efficiency of
the assembly operation. Further, since the cleaning member 1s
fixed to the fixing member by 1nsertion through the slit, the
cleaning member can also be easily removed, improving the
suitability of the cleaning member for recycling.

According to still another aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a developer cartridge including:

a developer-accommodating chamber that accommodates
developer;

an agitator that has an agitator shaft and 1s disposed inside the
developer-accommodating chamber; and

a shaft support unit that supports at least one end of the
agitator shaftt, the shait support unit comprising:

a holding part that 1s formed as a recess 1n an 1nner wall of the
developer-accommodating chamber and rotatably holds the
agitator shaft;
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a guiding groove that 1s open on one end and guides the
agitator shait toward the holding part; and

a restricting part that restricts movement of the agitator shait
held in the holding part at a border between the guiding
groove and the holding part, the guiding groove guiding the
agitator shaft toward the restricting part from a position shal-
lower in the mner wall of the developer-accommodating
chamber than the holding part with respect to the recessed
direction of the holding part.

Since the guiding groove guides the agitator shaft toward
the restricting part from a position shallower 1n the mnner wall
than the holding part 1n the recessed direction, the agitator
shaft requires less flexing to slide over the restricting part
from the guiding groove when mounting the agitator 1n the
developer cartridge, thereby reducing the load applied to the
agitator shait and decreasing the risk of damage to the agitator
shaft. Further, since little force of resistance 1s applied against
the agitator shaft sliding over the restricting part from the
guiding groove, the agitator shaft can be easily mounted.

According to yet another aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a developer cartridge including;:

a developer-carrying member having a peripheral surface on
which developer 1s carried;

a casing that has an opening formed therein and supports the
developer-carrying member 1n an exposed position in the
opening, the opening having an edge; and

a reinforcing member that 1s substantially formed in a box-
shape and 1s disposed along the edge of the opening for
reinforcing the edge.

This construction provides the casing with the box-shaped
reinforcing part along the edges of the opening in which the
developer-carrying member 1s exposed, thereby effectively
reinforcing the edge of the opening, which portion of the
casing has less strength. Further, since the reinforcing part 1s
formed 1n a box shape, the thickness of the casing provided
with the remforcmg part can be equivalent to the thickness of
the casing 1n regions other than the reinforcing part, reducmg
the likelthood of sinks forming during the molding process in
the surface opposing the developer-carrying member. There-
fore, the opening of the casing can be reliably reinforced
while maintaining a precise gap between the developer-car-
rying member and the edge of the opening.

The construction described above prevents deformation of
the casing when a user grips the casing near the opening,
thereby elfectively preventing damage to the developing
roller and preventing developer from leaking through the gap
tformed between the developing roller and the casing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The particular features and advantages of present invention
as well as other objects will become apparent from the fol-
lowing description taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 1s a side cross-sectional view of a laser printer
serving as the image-forming device of the invention;

FIG. 2A 15 a side cross-sectional view of a process cartridge
employed 1n the laser printer shown 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B 1s a side cross-sectional view of another process
cartridge usable 1n the laser printer shown 1n FIG. 1 1n lieu of
the process cartridge shown in FIG. 2A;

FIG. 3 1s a rear side perspective view of a developer car-
tridge according to the imvention;

FIG. 4 1s a rear view of the developer cartridge;

FIG. 5 1s a side view of the developer cartridge;

FIG. 6 1s a bottom view of the developer cartridge;
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FIG. 7 1s an enlarged side cross-sectional view showing a
lower edge of an opening formed in the casing of the devel-
oper cartridge;

FI1G. 8 1s an enlarged side cross-sectional view showing the
lower edge of the opening formed in the casing of a conven-
tional developer cartridge;

FI1G. 9 1s an enlarged side cross-sectional view showing the
lower edge of the opening formed 1n the casing of FIG. 7
according to a variation of the illustrative example;

FIG. 10 1s an enlarged side cross-sectional view showing
the lower edge of the opening formed in the casing of FI1G. 7
according to another variation of the illustrative example;

FIG. 11 1s a side cross-sectional view of a developing
chamber employed 1n the laser printer of FIG. 1;

FIG. 12 1s an enlarged side cross-sectional view showing a
portion of the developing chamber near a supply roller, devel-
oping roller, thickness-regulating blade, and plate wall;

FI1G. 13 1s a cross-sectional view of the developer cartridge
along a line A-A 1 FIG. 11;

FI1G. 14 15 a perspective view from the front of the devel-
oper cartridge 1n FIG. 11 with a top cover in an open state;

FIG. 15 1s a side cross-sectional view of a developer car-
tridge employed 1n the laser printer of FIG. 1;

FIG. 16 1s a perspective view of an agitator in the developer
cartridge;

FI1G. 17 1s a plan view of the agitator;

FIG. 18 1s a cross-sectional view of a portion of the agitator
indicated by the line B-B 1n FIG. 17;

FI1G. 19 1s a cross-sectional view of a portion of the agitator
indicated by the line C-C 1n FIG. 17;

FI1G. 20 1s a perspective view showing an axial end of the
agitator prior to mounting a wiper;

FI1G. 21 15 a perspective view showing the axial end of the
agitator after mounting the wiper;

FI1G. 22 1s aplan view showing the axial end of the agitator;

FIG. 23 1s a bottom view showing the axial end of the
agitator;

FIG. 24A 1s a cross-sectional view 1llustrating the process
ol assembling the wiper directly after the wiper 1s 1nserted
into the slit:

FI1G. 24B 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating the process
ol assembling the wiper as the wiper 1s 1nserted farther into
the slit;

FI1G. 24C 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating the process
of assembling the wiper after the wiper has been completely
inserted into the slit;

FIG. 25A 15 a plan view of a wiper according to a variation
of the illustrative example;

FIG. 25B 1s a cross-sectional view showing the wiper of
FIG. 25A mounted on a fixing member;

FIG. 26 15 a perspective view of the agitator provided with
a guide plate according to a variation of the illustrative
example;

FIG. 27 1s a perspective view 1nside a developer-accom-
modating chamber of the developer cartridge showing an
agitator shatt that 1s held 1n a shait support unait;

FIG. 28 1s a center cross-sectional view of the developer
cartridge without the agitator;

FI1G. 29 15 a perspective view showing the shait support unit
from 1nside the developer-accommodating chamber when the
agitator shait has been removed; and

FI1G. 30 1s a cross-sectional view of the developer cartridge

along a line D-D 1n FIG. 28.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A general structure of a laser printer will be described. As
shown 1n FIG. 1, the laser printer 1 serving as the image-
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forming device of the invention includes a main casing 2 and,
within the main casing 2, a feeding unit 4 for supplying sheets
of a paper 3, an image-forming unit 5 for forming 1mages on
the paper 3 supplied by the feeding unait 4.
(1) Main Casing

The laser printer 1 also includes an access opening 6
formed 1n one side wall of the main casing 2 for inserting and
removing a process cartridge 20 described later, and a front
cover 7 capable of opening and closing over the access open-
ing 6. The front cover 7 1s rotatably supported by a cover shatt
8 inserted through a bottom edge of the front cover 7. Accord-
ingly, when the front cover 7 1s rotated closed about the cover
shaft 8, the front cover 7 covers the access opening 6, as
shown 1n FIG. 1. When the front cover 7 1s rotated open about
the cover shait 8, the access opening 6 1s exposed, enabling
L
t

-
-

e process cartridge 20 to be mounted into or removed from
ne main casing 2 via the access opening 6.

In the following description, the side of the laser printer 1
on which the front cover 7 1s mounted and the corresponding
side of the process cartridge 20 when the process cartridge 20
1s mounted in the main casing 2 will be referred to as the
“front side,” while the opposite side will be referred to as the
“rear side.”

(2) Feeding Unat

The feeding unit 4 includes a paper tray 9 that can be
inserted 1mnto or removed from a lower section of the main
casing 2 in the front-to-rear direction, a separating roller 10
and a separating pad 11 disposed above a front end of the
paper tray 9, and a feeding roller 12 disposed on the rear side
of the separating roller 10 upstream of the separating pad 11
with respect to the conveying direction of the paper 3 (here-
iafter referred to as the “paper-conveying direction”). The
feeding unit 4 also includes a paper dust roller 13 disposed
above and forward of the separating roller 10 and downstream
of the separating roller 10 1n the paper-conveying direction,
and a pinch roller 14 disposed 1n opposition to the paper dust
roller 13.

A paper-conveying path for the paper 3 on the feeding end
reverses directions toward the rear side of the laser printer 1,
forming a substantial U-shape near the paper dust roller 13.
The feeding unit 4 also mcludes a pair of registration rollers
15 disposed below the process cartridge 20 farther down-
stream of the U-shaped portion of the paper-conveying path
with respect to the paper-conveying direction.

A paper-pressing plate 16 1s provided inside the paper tray
9 for supporting the paper 3 1n a stacked state. The paper-
pressing plate 16 i1s pivotably supported on the rear end
thereol, so that the front end can p1vot downward to a resting
position 1n which the paper-pressing plate 16 rests on a bot-
tom plate of the paper tray 9 and can pivotupward to a feeding
position 1n which the paper-pressing plate 16 slopes upward
from the rear end to the front end.

A lever 17 1s provided in the front section of the paper tray
9 for lifting the front end of the paper-pressing plate 16
upward. The rear end of the lever 17 1s pivotably supported on
a lever shait 18 at a position below the front end of the
paper-pressing plate 16 so that the front end of the lever 17
can pi1vot between a level position 1n which the lever 17 lies
along the bottom plate of the paper tray 9 and a sloped posi-
tion 1 which the front end of the lever 17 lifts the paper-
pressing plate 16 upward. When a driving force 1s inputted
into the lever shaft 18, the lever 17 rotates about the lever shaft
18 and the front end of the lever 17 raises the front end of the
paper-pressing plate 16, shifting the paper-pressing plate 16
into the feeding position.

When the paper-pressing plate 16 1s in the feeding position,
the topmost sheet of paper 3 stacked on the paper-pressing
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plate 16 1s pressed against the feeding roller 12. The rotating,
teeding roller 12 begins feeding the sheets of paper 3 toward
a separating position between the separating roller 10 and
separating pad 11.

When the paper tray 9 1s removed from the main casing 2,
the paper-pressing plate 16 settles ito the resting position.
While the paper-pressing plate 16 1s in the resting position,
the paper 3 can be stacked on the paper-pressing plate 16.

When the feeding roller 12 conveys a sheet of the paper 3
toward the separating position and the sheet becomes inter-
posed between the separating roller 10 and separating pad 11,
the rotating separating roller 10 separates and feeds the paper
3 one sheet at a time. Each sheet of paper 3 fed by the
separating roller 10 passes between the paper dust roller 13
and pinch roller 14. After the paper dust roller 13 removes
paper dust from the sheet of paper 3, the sheet 15 conveyed
along the U-shaped paper-conveying path on the feeding end,
thereby reversing directions in the main casing 2, and 1s
conveyed toward the registration rollers 15.

After registering the paper 3, the registration rollers 15
convey the paper 3 to a transier position between a photosen-
sitive drum 28 and a transfer roller 31 described later, at which
position a toner 1mage formed on the photosensitive drum 28
1s transierred onto the paper 3.

(3) Image-Forming Unit

The image-forming unit 5 includes a scanning unit 19, the
process cartridge 20, and a fixing unait 21.

(a) Scanning Unit

The scanning unit 19 1s disposed in a top section of the
main casing 2 and includes a laser light source (not shown), a
polygon mirror 22 that can be driven to rotate, an 10 lens 23,
a reflecting mirror 24, a lens 25, and a retlecting mirror 26.
Thelaser light source emits a laser beam based on image data.
As 1llustrated by a dotted line 1n FIG. 1, the laser beam 1s
deflected by the polygon mirror 22, passes through the 10 lens
23, isreflected by the reflecting mirror 24, passes through the
lens 25, and 1s reflected downward by the reflecting mirror 26
to be 1irradiated on the surface of the photosensitive drum 28
in the process cartridge 20.

(b) Process Cartridge

As shown in FIG. 2A, the process cartridge 20 1s provided
in the main casing 2 beneath the scanning unit 19 and can be
mounted 1n or removed from the main casing 2 through the
access opening 6. The process cartridge 20 includes a drum
cartridge 27 and a developer cartridge 30 detachably mounted
on the drum cartridge 27.

The drum cartridge 27 includes a drum side casing 76 and,
within the drum side casing 76, the photosensitive drum 28, a
Scorotron charger 29, the transier roller 31, and a cleaning
member 32.

Within the drum cartridge 27 are formed a pre-drum open-
ing 113 for conveying the paper 3 to the transier position
inside the drum cartridge 27, and a post-drum opening 114 for
conveying the paper 3 from the transier position back out of
the drum cartridge 27. The pre-drum opening 113 1s provided
on the front side of the transfer position below the developer
cartridge 30 to allow communication between areas inside
and outside the drum cartridge 27 along an axial direction of
the transfer roller 31 (hereinafter simply referred to as the
“axial direction™). The post-drum opeming 114 1s formed on
the rear side of the transfer position opposing the pre-drum
opening 113 via the transier position 1 order to provide
communication between the inside and outside of the drum
cartridge 27 along the axial direction.

The photosensitive drum 28 includes a main drum body 33
that 1s cylindrical 1n shape and has a positive charging pho-
tosensitive layer formed of polycarbonate or the like on its
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outer surface, and a metal drum shatt 34 extending through
the center of the main drum body 33 along the axial direction
thereof. The metal drum shaft 34 1s supported in the drum
cartridge 27, and the main drum body 33 is rotatably sup-
ported relative to the metal drum shait 34. With this construc-
tion, the photosensitive drum 28 i1s disposed 1n the drum
cartridge 27 and 1s capable of rotating about the metal drum
shaft 34. Further, the photosensitive drum 28 1s driven to
rotate by a driving force inputted from a motor (not shown).

The charger 29 1s supported on the drum cartridge 27
diagonally above and rearward of the photosensitive drum 28.
The charger 29 opposes the photosensitive drum 28 but 1s
separated a prescribed distance from the photosensitive drum
28 so as not to contact the same. The charger 29 includes a
discharge wire 35 disposed 1n opposition to but separated a
prescribed distance from the photosensitive drum 28, and a
orid 49 provided between the discharge wire 35 and the
photosensitive drum 28 for controlling the amount of corona
discharge from the discharge wire 35 that reaches the photo-
sensitive drum 28. By applying a high voltage to the discharge
wire 35 for generating a corona discharge from the discharge
wire 35 at the same time a bias voltage 1s applied to the grid
49, the charger 29 can charge the surface of the photosensitive
drum 28 with a uniform positive polarity.

The developer cartridge 30 includes a casing 36 and, within
the casing 36, a supply roller 37, a developing roller 38, and
a thickness-regulating blade 39. The developer cartridge 30 1s
detachably mounted on the drum cartridge 27. Accordingly,
when the process cartridge 20 1s mounted 1n the main casing
2, the developer cartridge 30 can be mounted in the main
casing 2 by first opening the front cover 7 and subsequently
inserting the developer cartridge 30 through the access open-
ing 6 and mounting the developer cartridge 30 on the process
cartridge 20.

The casing 36 has a box shape that 1s open on the rear side,
as will be described later, and has two side walls 69. A parti-
tioning wall 40 1s provided 1n the casing 36 for partitioning
the interior of the casing 36 1nto a toner-accommodating
chamber 41 and a developing chamber 42. The partitioning
wall 40 1s disposed at a position in the casing 36 midway in the
front-to-rear direction for partitioning the interior of the cas-
ing 36 1n the front-to-rear direction. An opening 43 1s formed
through a midway region of the partitioning wall 40.

The toner-accommodating chamber 41 occupies a space 1n
the front side of the casing 36 partitioned by the partitioming
wall 40. The toner-accommodating chamber 41 1s filled with
a nonmagnetic, single-component toner having a positive
charge. The toner used in the illustrative example 1s a poly-
merized toner obtaimned by copolymerizing a polymerized
monomer using a well-known polymerization method such as
suspension polymerization. The polymerized monomer may
be, for example, a styrene monomer such as styrene or an
acrylic monomer such as acrylic acid, alkyl (C1-C4) acrylate,
or alkyl (C1-C4) meta acrylate. The polymerized toner is
formed as particles substantially spherical in shape in order to
have excellent fluidity for achieving high-quality image for-
mation.

This type of toner 1s compounded with a coloring agent,
such as carbon black, or wax, as well as an additive such as
silica to improve fluidity. The average diameter of the toner
particles 1s about 6-10 um.

Toner detection windows 44 are provided in both side walls
69 of the casing 36 that define the toner-accommodating
chamber 41 for detecting the amount of toner remaining in the
toner-accommodating chamber 41. The toner detection win-
dows 44 are formed in the side walls 69 near the partitioning
wall 40 and oppose each other in the width direction (the
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direction orthogonal to the front-to-rear direction and the
vertical) across the toner-accommodating chamber 41. The
toner detection windows 44 are formed by embedding a trans-
parent disc-shaped plate 1n each side wall 69.

An agitator 45 1s disposed in the toner-accommodating
chamber 41 for agitating toner accommodated therein. The
agitator 45 includes a rotational shaft 46 and an agitating
member 47.

The rotational shait 46 1s rotatably supported 1n the side
walls 69 substantially 1n the center of the toner-accommodat-
ing chamber 41. The agitating member 47 1s provided on the
rotational shaft 46. A motor (not shown) produces a driving,
force that 1s inputted into the rotational shaft 46 for driving the
rotational shaft 46 to rotate. Consequently, the agitating
member 47 moves 1n a circular path about the rotational shaft
46 through the toner-accommodating chamber 41 and stirs
toner accommodated 1n the toner-accommodating chamber
41. When the agitating member 47 stirs the toner, some of the
toner 1s discharged in the front-to-rear direction toward the
supply roller 37 through the opening 43 formed 1n the parti-
tioming plate 40.

The agitator 45 also includes wipers 48 attached at both
axial ends of the rotational shaft 46. When the rotational shatt
46 rotates, the wipers 48 move 1n a circular direction about the
rotational shaft 46 through the toner-accommodating cham-
ber 41 1n order to wipe the toner detection windows 44 pro-
vided 1n the side walls 69. Hence, the wipers 48 function to
clean the toner detection windows 44.

The developing chamber 42 occupies an interior space in
the rear side of the casing 36 partitioned by the partitioning
wall 40. The developing chamber 42 accommodates the sup-
ply roller 37, the developing roller 38, and the thickness-
regulating blade 39.

The supply roller 37 1s disposed rearward of the opening 43
and mncludes a metal roller shaft 50 covered by a sponge roller
51 formed of an electrically conductive foam material. The
roller shatt 50 is rotatably supported within the developing
chamber 42 in both side walls 69 of the casing 36. The supply
roller 37 1s driven to rotate by a driving force inputted into the
roller shaft 30 from a motor (not shown).

The developing roller 38 1s disposed rearward of the supply
roller 37 and contacts the supply roller 37 with pressure so
that both are compressed. The developing roller 38 includes a
metal roller shaft 52, and a rubber roller 53 formed of an
clectrically conductive rubber material that covers the roller
shaft 52. The roller shait 52 1s rotatably supported in both side
walls 69 within the developing chamber 42. The rubber roller
53 1s more specifically formed of an electrically conductive
urethane rubber or silicon rubber containing fine carbon par-
ticles, the surtace of which 1s coated with urethane rubber or
s1licon rubber containing fluorine. The developing roller 38 1s
driven to rotate by a driving force iputted into the roller shatt
52 from a motor (not shown). Further, a developing bias 1s
applied to the developing roller 38 during a developing opera-
tion.

When the developer cartridge 30 1s mounted 1n the drum
cartridge 27, the developing roller 38 opposes the photosen-
sitive drum 28 diagonally from the top front thereotf. In other
words, the rear portion of the developing roller 38 below the
vertical center that protrudes farthest rearward contacts the
photosensitive drum 28.

The thickness-regulating blade 39 includes a main blade
member 54 configured of a metal leaf spring, and a pressing,
part 55 provided on a distal end of the main blade member 54.
The pressing part 535 has a semicircular cross section and 1s
formed of an isulating silicon rubber. The thickness-regu-
lating blade 39 1s attached to the casing 36. Specifically, a
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mounting member 109 1s provided for fixing a base end of the
main blade member 54 to a rear end portion of the casing 36.

A sealing member 110 1s interposed between the casing 36
and mounting member 109 to prevent toner from leaking
therethrough.

The mounting member 109 1s provided in the rear section
of the casing 36 and includes a plate-shaped front support
member 115, a back support member 111 having a substan-
tially L-shaped cross section, and a screw 112. The front
support member 113 1s disposed on the rear side of the sealing
member 110. The base end of the main blade member 54 1s
disposed on the rear side of the front support member 115,
and the back support member 111 1s disposed on the rear side
ol the base end of the main blade member 54. The screw 112
1s mserted through the back support member 111, the base
end of the main blade member 54, and the front support
member 115 and fixes these components together. With the
sealing member 110 interposed between the thickness-regu-
lating blade 39 and casing 36, the thickness-regulating blade
39 1s fixed together with the mounting member 109 to the
casing 36 by ascrew 130 (see FIGS. 3 and 4). Hence, the main
blade member 54 1s attached to the casing 36 with the base
end of the main blade member 34 interposed between the
front support member 115 and back support member 111.
With this construction, the pressing part 55 disposed on the
distal end of the main blade member 54 contacts the devel-
oping roller 38 with pressure through the elastic force of the
main blade member 54.

Toner discharged through the opening 43 1s supplied onto
the developing roller 38 by the rotating supply roller 37. At
this time, the toner 1s positively tribocharged between the
supply roller 37 and the developing roller 38. As the devel-
oping roller 38 rotates, the toner supplied to the surface of the
developing roller 38 passes between the rubber roller 53 of
the developing roller 38 and the pressing part 535 of the thick-
ness-regulating blade 39, thereby maintaining a uniform
thickness of toner on the surface of the developing roller 38.

The cleaning member 32 includes a cleaning brush 38 that
functions to scrape oif paper dust and the like deposited on the
photosensitive drum 28.

As the photosensitive drum 28 rotates, the charger 29
charges the surface of the photosensitive drum 28 with a
unmiform positive polarity. Subsequently, a laser beam emitted
from the scanning unit 19 1s scanned at a high speed over the
surface of the photosensitive drum 28, forming an electro-
static latent image corresponding to an image to be formed on
the paper 3.

Next, positively charged toner carried on the surface of the
developing roller 38 comes 1nto contact with the photosensi-
tive drum 28 as the developing roller 38 rotates and 1s sup-
plied to areas on the surface of the positively charged photo-
sensitive drum 28 that were exposed to the laser beam and,
therefore, have a lower potential. In this way, the latent image
on the photosensitive drum 28 1s transformed into a visible
image according to a reverse developing process so that a
toner 1mage 1s carried on the surface of the photosensitive
drum 28.

Subsequently, as the registration rollers 15 convey a sheet
of the paper 3 into the drum cartridge 27 via the pre-drum
opening 113 and through the transfer position between the
photosensitive drum 28 and transfer roller 31, the toner image
carried on the surface of the surface of the photosensitive
drum 28 1s transferred onto the paper 3 by the transfer bias
applied to the transfer roller 31. After the toner 1mage 1s
transierred, the paper 3 i1s conveyed out of the drum cartridge
27 via the post-drum opening 114 and 1s conveyed to the
fixing unit 21.
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Toner remaining on the photosensitive drum 28 after the
transier operation 1s recovered by the developing roller 38.
Further, paper dust deposited on the photosensitive drum 28
from the paper 3 1s recovered by the cleaning brush 38 of the
cleaning member 32.

(¢) Fixing Unait

The fixing unit 21 1s disposed on the rear side of the process
cartridge 20 and includes a fixed frame 39; and a heating
roller 60 and a pressure roller 61 provided within the fixed
frame 59.

The heating roller 60 includes a metal tube, the surface of
which has been coated with a fluorine resin, and a halogen
lamp disposed inside the metal tube for heating the same. The
heating roller 60 1s driven to rotate by a driving force inputted
from a motor (not shown).

The pressure roller 61 1s disposed below and 1n opposition
to the heating roller 60 and contacts the heating roller 60 with
pressure. The pressure roller 61 1s configured of a metal roller
shaft covered with a roller that 1s formed of a rubber material.
The pressure roller 61 follows the rotational drive of the
heating roller 60.

In the fixing unit 21, a toner 1image transierred onto the
paper 3 at the transier position 1s fixed to the paper 3 by heat
as the paper 3 passes between the heating roller 60 and pres-
sure roller 61. After the toner image 1s fixed to the paper 3, the
heating roller 60 and pressure roller 61 continue to convey the
paper 3 along a discharge end paper-conveying path toward a
discharge tray 62 formed on the top surface of the main casing

2.

The paper-conveying path on the discharge end leads from
the fixing unit 21 to the discharge tray 62 and 1s substantially
U-shaped for reversing the conveying direction of the paper 3
to a direction toward the front of the laser printer 1. A pair of
conveying rollers 63 1s disposed at a midpoint along the
discharge end paper-conveying path, and a pair of discharge
rollers 64 1s disposed at a downstream end of the same path.

Hence, after passing through the fixing unit 21, the paper 3
1s conveyed along the discharge end paper-conveying path,
where the conveying rollers 63 receive and convey the paper
3 to the discharge rollers 64, and the discharge rollers 64

subsequently receive and discharge the paper 3 onto the dis-
charge tray 62.

Next, a structure related to the casing of the developer
cartridge will be described.

As shown 1n FIGS. 2A and 3, the casing 36 of the developer
cartridge 30 has a box shape that 1s open on the rear side and
1s 1ntegrally provided with a top wall 70, a front wall 72, the
two side walls 69 described above, and a bottom wall 71. The
open region on the rear side i1s an opening 94.

As shown in FIG. 3, the opening 94 1s defined by the back
support member 111 of the mounting member 109, the rear
edges of the side walls 69, and the rear edge of the bottom wall
71. When viewed from the rear side, the opening 94 1s sub-
stantially rectangular and extends in the width direction. The
developing roller 38 i1s disposed in the opening 94 and 1is
exposed therefrom. As shown 1n FIG. 5, the developing roller
38 1s supported on the casing 36 so as to protrude out of the
casing 36 via the opening 94 when viewed from the side. An
insertion hole 121 1s formed 1n the rear end of each side wall
69 of the casing 36 at positions opposing each other 1n the
width direction. The roller shaft 52 of the developing roller 38
1s mnserted through the insertion holes 121 so that the devel-
oping roller 38 1s rotatably supported on the casing 36 with a
vertical center portion of the rubber roller 53 protruding far-
thest out of the casing 36 through the opening 94.
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As shown 1n FIG. 2A, the top wall 70 1s plate-shaped 1n a
plan view and functions to close off the top of the toner-
accommodating chamber 41 and developing chamber 42.

The front wall 72 1s plate-shaped 1n a front view and func-
tions to close oif the front side of the toner-accommodating
chamber 41. The front wall 72 extends downward from the
front edge of the top wall 70.

As shown 1n FIGS. 3 and 5, the side walls 69 are plate-
shaped and function to close off the sides of the toner-accom-
modating chamber 41 and developing chamber 42. The side
walls 69 also rotatably support the rotational shaft 46, roller

shaft 50, and roller shaft 52.

As shown in FIG. 2 A, the bottom wall 71 functions to close

ofl the bottom of the toner-accommodating chamber 41 and

eveloping chamber 42. The bottom wall 71 1s integrally
provided with a front bottom wall 74, a center bottom wall 75,
and a rear bottom wall 376.

The front bottom wall 74 has a substantially semicircular
cross section following the rotational path of the agitator 45 1n
the toner-accommodating chamber 41. The center bottom
wall 75 1s provided on the rear side of the front bottom wall 74
and has a substantially semicircular cross section that follows
the peripheral surface of the supply roller 37 in the developing
chamber 42.

The rear bottom wall 376 1s provided on the rear side of the
center bottom wall 75 and has a flanged plate shape that
slopes downward to the rear. The rear edge of the rear bottom
wall 376 1s a lower edge 68 that forms the lower edge of the
opening 94 extending 1n the width direction of the casing 36.

A handle 77 1s provided on the front side of the casing 36
for the user to grip when mounting or removing the developer
cartridge 30 and process cartridge 20. The handle 77 pro-
trudes forward from the top of the front wall 72 constituting
the casing 36.

As shown 1 FIG. 3, a gear mechanism (not shown) for
driving the rotational shait 46, roller shait 50, and roller shaft
52 to rotate, and a gear cover 79 for covering the gear mecha-
nism are provided on one of the side walls 69 constituting the
casing 36. Two partial rear walls 73 are provided on the lower
edge 68 1n the opening 94 of the casing 36.

The partial rear walls 73 are disposed at the widthwise ends
of the lower edge 68 and are spaced apart 1n the width direc-
tion. The partial rear walls 73 extend upward from both
widthwise ends of the lower edge 68. A bottom portion of
cach partial rear walls 73 on the widthwise inner side has been
cut away to form a substantial L-shape in a rear view.

A reinforcing part 80 1s provided on the lower edge 68 of
the opening 94.

The reinforcing part 80 extends along the lower edge 68
between the two partial rear walls 73 and 1s fitted 1n the cutout
portions of the partial rear walls 73. The reinforcing part 80 1s
formed continuously from the lower edge 68 of the opening
94 and 1s integrally provided with a top wall 82, a front wall
835, a bottom wall 83, and two side walls 84. The reinforcing
part 80 1s box-shaped and open on the rear side. Specifically,
a cross section of the reinforcing part 80 taken orthogonal to
the width direction substantially forms three sides of a rect-
angle with the missing side on the rear.

As shown 1n FIGS. 3 and 7, the top wall 82 1s provided
along the lower edge 68 and formed continuously therewith.
The top wall 82 protrudes rearward. The front wall 85 1s
shaped substantially like an elongated rectangular plate along
the lower edge 68 and extends downward from the front edge
of the top wall 82. The bottom wall 83 also has a substantially
clongated rectangular plate shape extending along the lower
edge 68 and 1s disposed opposite the top wall 82 1n the vertical
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direction. The bottom wall 83 extends obliquely downward
and rearward from the lower edge of the front wall 85.

As shown 1n FIG. 3, the side walls 84 have a substantially
rectangular plate shape and are disposed on both widthwise
ends of the top wall 82, front wall 85, and bottom wall 83 so
as to face each other in the width direction.

As shown 1n FIG. 7, with the front wall 85 linking the front
ends of the top wall 82 and bottom wall 83, a cross section of
the reinforcing part 80 taken orthogonal to the width direction
forms three sides of a rectangle that opens toward the rear.
Further, as shown 1n FIG. 3, the two side walls 84 connect
both widthwise edges of the top wall 82 to the respective
widthwise edges of the front wall 85 and bottom wall 83,
forming a box shape that opens toward the rear.

As shown 1n FIG. 7, the portion of the lower edge 68 above
the reinforcing part 80 1s integrally provided with a rear step
part 97 and a front step part 98 disposed diagonally above and
forward of the rear step part 97. With this structure, a cross
section of the lower edge 68 taken orthogonal to the width
direction has a stepped formation.

The rear step part 97 includes a rear surface 99 and a top
surface 100. The rear surface 99 forms the endface on the rear
side of the top wall 82. The rear surface 99 1s a tlat vertical
surface 1n a cross section taken orthogonal to the width direc-
tion. The top surface 100 1s provided continuously from the
top of the rear surface 99. In a cross section taken orthogonal
to the width direction, the top surface 100 has a flat plate
shape extending diagonally upward and forward from the rear
surface 99.

The front step part 98 includes a rear surface 101, and a top
surface 102. The rear surface 101 1s formed continuously
from the front edge of the top surface 100. In a cross section
taken orthogonal to the width direction, the rear surface 101 1s
plate-shaped and extends diagonally upward and rearward
from the front edge of the top surface 100.

The top surface 102 1s formed continuously from the top
edge of the rear surface 101. In a cross section taken orthogo-
nal to the width direction, the top surface 102 has a plate shape
that extends diagonally upward and forward from the top
edge of the rear surface 101.

A lower film 87 1s provided on the top surface 102 of the
lower edge 68. The lower film 87 1s formed of a polyethylene
terephthalate film 1n the shape of a substantially rectangular
sheet. As shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 7, the rear half of the lower
f1lm 87 1s fixed to the surface of the top surface 102.

Specifically, the lower film 87 1s disposed so that the rear
edge of the lower f1lm 87 1s flush with the rear surface 101 of
the lower edge 68, as shown i FIG. 7. More specifically,
using the rear edge of the top surface 102 (the edge formed by
the rear surface 101 and top surface 102) as a reference for the
front-to-rear direction, the rear half of the lower film 87 1s
fixed to the top surface 102 with double-sided tape or the like
(not shown). As a result, the rear endface of the lower film 87
1s positioned flush with the reference in the front-to-rear
direction.

As shown 1n FIG. 2A, the lower film 87 1s positioned with
the rear half fixed to the top surface 102 and the front half
extending obliquely upward and forward to contact the lower
surface of the developing roller 38. In this way, the lower film
87 blocks off the gap between the lower edge 68 and the
developing roller 38 and prevents toner from leaking through
that gap.

As shown 1n FIGS. 3 and 6, guide members 81 are provided
on the casing 36 of the developer cartridge 30. The guide
members 81 protrude downward from the bottom wall 71 and
are plate-shaped, extending 1n the front-to-rear direction. The
guide members 81 are disposed parallel to each other at

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

intervals 1n the width direction. As shown 1in FIG. 2A, each
guide member 81 protrudes downward from the rear bottom
wall 376 and center bottom wall 75 and has a rear end 1035
connected to the front wall 85 and bottom wall 83, and a front
end 104 connected to the front bottom wall 74. Each guide
member 81 1s integrally formed with the bottom wall 83, front
wall 85, rear bottom wall 376, center bottom wall 75, and
front bottom wall 74. Each guide member 81 also has a lower
edge 106 that extends straight forward from the rear end of the
bottom wall 83 and then gently curves upward and forward
below the center bottom wall 75 to meet the rear end of the
front bottom wall 74.

As shown 1n FIG. 3, a guide member reinforcing part 86 1s
provided for reinforcing the guide members 81. As shown in
FIGS. 2A and 6, the guide member reinforcing part 86 has a
plate shape and extends in the width direction. The guide
member reinforcing part 86 protrudes downward from the
center bottom wall 75 so as to 1ntersect a front-to-rear mid-
point of each guide member 81 1n a direction substantially
orthogonal to the front-to-rear direction. The guide member
reinforcing part 86 couples the guide members 81 1n the width
direction and reinforces the guide members 81.

In the developer cartridge 30 of the above-described 1llus-
trative example, the box-shaped remnforcing part 80 open on
the rear 1s provided along the lower edge 68 of the opening 94.
The reinforcing part 80 etfectively reinforces the lower edge
68 of the opening 94, which 1s a weak region of the casing 36.
By forming the reinforcing part 80 in a box shape open toward
the rear side, 1t 1s possible to form the casing 36 at a uniform
thickness 1n the region of the reinforcing part 80 and in the
regions other than the reinforcing part 80 to reduce the like-
lithood of sinks developing during molding in the surface

opposing the developing roller 38 that 1s formed continuously
with the reinforcing part 80, that 1s, the top surface 102 of the
lower edge 68. Hence, the reinforcing part 80 can reliably
reinforce the opening 94 of the casing 36 and, moreover, can
maintain a precise gap between the developing roller 38 and
the lower edge 68 of the opening 94.

In the developer cartridge 30 of the illustrative example
described above, the cross section of the reinforcing part 80
taken orthogonal to the width direction has a three-sided
rectangular shape, facilitating removal of the reinforcing part
80 during the molding process and enabling the reinforcing
part 80 to be easily formed in a box shape. Hence, 1t 1s possible
to reliably reinforce the opeming 94 of the casing 36, while
simplifying the molding process.

In the developer cartridge 30 of the 1llustrative example, the
reinforcing part 80 extends 1n the width direction of the devel-
oping roller 38, that 1s, along the width direction of the casing
36 1n the lower edge 68 of the opening 94. The reinforcing part
80 prevents the casing 36 from deforming when the user grips
the casing 36 near the opening 94, thereby effectively pre-
venting damage to the developing roller 38 and the occur-
rence of toner leaking between the developing roller 38 and
casing 36.

The lower film 87 in the developer cartridge 30 of the
illustrative example blocks off the gap formed between the
lower edge 68 of the opening 94 and the developing roller 38,
preventing toner from leaking through this gap. Further, the
reinforcing part 80 provided on the lower edge 68 1s formed 1n
a box shape that makes sinks less likely to occur during
molding 1n the top surface 102 of the lower edge 68 that
opposes the developing roller 38. As a result, the top surface
102 can be formed as a smooth surface, enabling the lower
film 87 to be fixed to the smooth top surface 102 with preci-
S1011.
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When the lower edge 68 1s formed with a simple rectangu-
lar cross section, as in the conventional structure shown in
FIG. 8, 1f the lower film 87 1s fixed to the lower edge 68 by
aligning the rear edge of the lower film 87 with the rear edge
of the lower edge 68, as shown by the solid line 1n FIG. 8, the
lower film 87 1s susceptible to peeling off the lower edge 68
should the lower edge 68 contact another component. On the
other hand, 11 the lower film 87 1s fixed to a position on the
lower edge 68 farther forward than the rear edge, as indicated
by the dotted line 1n FIG. 8, 1t 1s possible to reduce the risk of
the lower film 87 peeling from the top surface of the lower
edge 68, but there 1s no definite reference point for fixing the
lower film 87 to the lower edge 68. As a result, 1t 1s not
possible to fix the lower film 87 reliably to the lower edge 68
along the width direction, reducing the mounting precision of
the lower film 87.

However, 1n the developer cartridge 30 of the illustrative
example, the lower edge 68 has a stepped cross-sectional
shape configured of the rear step part 97 and front step part 98.
The lower f1lm 87 1s fixed to the lower edge 68 by aligning the
rear edge of the lower film 87 with the rear edge of the front
step part 98 provided farther forward of the rear step part 97,
that 1s, on the upstream side in the direction that toner leaks
through the opening 94. Therefore, if the rear step part 97
contacts another component, the lower film 87 1s less likely to
peel of the top surface 102 since the lower film 87 1s fixed to
the front step part 98 disposed 1n front of the rear step part 97.
Moreover, fixing the lower film 87 on the front step part 98
with the rear edge of the front step part 98 as a reference point
cnables the lower film 87 to be fixed reliably along the top
surtace 102.

Inthe developer cartridge 30 of the 1llustrative example, the
developing roller 38 protrudes out of the casing 36 via the
opening 94. Accordingly, when the developer cartridge 30 1s
mounted on the drum cartridge 27, the developing roller 38
can oppose the photosensitive drum 28 from a position on the
top front side so that a portion of the developing roller 38
below the vertical center protruding farthest through the
opening 94 contacts the photosensitive drum 28. This con-
struction can enhance the freedom of setting the device lay-
out, enabling production of a more compact device. The con-
struction can also allocate space for forming the reinforcing
part 80 on the lower edge 68.

In the developer cartridge 30 of the illustrative example, the
guide members 81 are formed continuously with the reinforc-
ing part 80 for gmding the paper 3 to the transfer position
between the photosensitive drum 28 and transfer roller 31
when the paper 3 1s conveyed into the drum cartridge 27
through the pre-drum opening 113. Accordingly, the guide
members 81 can smoothly guide the paper 3 to the transier
position, while further reinforcing the opening 94 of the cas-
ing 36.

Further, the guide members 81 are formed along the front-
to-rear direction orthogonal to the width direction 1n which
the reinforcing part 80 extends. The guide members 81 are
spaced at intervals 1n the width direction. Accordingly, the
guide members 81 can reliably guide the paper 3 to the trans-
ter position while reducing the frictional resistance generated
between the paper 3 and the guide members 81.

The process cartridge 20 and the laser printer 1 of the
illustrative example described above includes the developer
cartridge 30 provided with the reinforcing part 80 for rein-
forcing the opening 94 formed 1n the casing 36. Accordingly,
the developer cartridge 30 enhances the rigidity of both the
process cartridge 20 and the laser printer 1.

In the 1llustrative example described above, the developer
cartridge 30 1s detachably mounted on the drum cartridge 27
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to form the process cartridge 20, and the process cartridge 20
1s detachably mounted 1n the main casing 2. However, 1t 1s
also possible to provide the photosensitive drum 28, charger
29, transier roller 31, cleaning member 32, and the like 1n the
main casing 2, while eliminating the drum cartridge 27, and to
detachably mount the developer cartridge 30 1n the main
casing 2.

In the illustrative example described above, the cross sec-
tion of the reinforcing part 80 taken orthogonal to the width
direction forms three sides of a rectangle that 1s open toward
the rear, as shown in FIG. 7. However, the reinforcing part of
the 1nvention need not have this cross-sectional shape, pro-
vided that the reinforcing part has a box shape. For example,
the rear edges of the top wall 82, bottom wall 83, and side
walls 84 (not shown 1n FIG. 9) may be connected by a rear
wall 95, as shown 1n FIG. 9. With this construction, the cross
section of the reinforcing part taken orthogonal to the width
direction 1s a closed, hollow rectangle.

Alternatively, the reinforcing part 80 may be formed by
connecting the front edges of the top wall 82 and bottom wall
83, as shown in FIG. 10, so that the cross section of the
reinforcing part taken orthogonal to the width direction forms
a V-shape that opens rearward.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, the developer cartridge 30 1s detach-
ably mounted 1n the drum side casing 76. Accordingly, when
the process cartridge 20 1s mounted in the main casing 2, the
developer cartridge 30 can be mounted 1n the main casing 2 by
first opening the front cover 7 and subsequently inserting the
developer cartridge 30 through the access opening 6 and
mounting the developer cartridge 30 on the process cartridge
20.

As shown 1n FIG. 11, the developer cartridge 30 includes a
developer side casing 36 and, within the developer side casing
36, a developing roller 38, a supply roller 37, a thickness-
regulating blade 39, and a plate wall 349.

As shown 1n FIGS. 11 and 14, the developer side casing 36
1s formed 1n a box shape that 1s open on the rear side. The
developer side casing 36 includes a top cover 370, and a main
casing body 387. An open portion formed on the rear side 1s a
rear opening 94.

The rear opening 94 1s defined by a back support member
111 of amounting member 109 described later, and rear edges
of side walls 69 and a bottom wall 71. The rear opening 94 1s
substantially rectangular in a rear view and extends in the
width direction (hereimafiter, the width direction will signify a
direction orthogonal to the front-to-rear direction and the
vertical direction).

The top cover 370 1s plate-shaped 1n a plan view and opens
and closes over the top of a toner-accommodating chamber 41
and a developing chamber 42 described later. The top cover
3770 1s 1integrally formed with an upper portion of a partition-
ing wall 40 described later, the plate wall 349, and a plurality
of front-to-rear ribs 88 and widthwise ribs 89 described later.

The front-to-rear ribs 88 are plate-shaped and parallel to
one another, extending 1n the front-to-rear direction on the top
cover 370 when the top cover 370 1s assembled on the main
casing body 387 (see FIG. 11). As shown i FIG. 14, the
front-to-rear ribs 88 are arranged parallel to one another at
intervals in the width direction on the lower surface of the top
cover 370 opposing the interior of the developer side casing
36. Forward protruding parts 90 are disposed on front ends of
two of the front-to-rear ribs 88 that are disposed nearest the
widthwise center of the top cover 370 for approaching the
front edge of the top cover 370.

Two of the front-to-rear ribs 88 nearest the widthwise ends
of the top cover 370 are also provided with step parts 91
midway 1n the front-to-rear direction. Rearward protruding
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parts 93 approaching the rear edge of the top cover 370 are
provided on the rear end of these step parts 91, forming a
narrow stepped configuration along the front-to-rear direc-
tion. Further, laterally protruding parts 300 are formed on the
front-to-rear ribs 88 nearest the widthwise edges of the top
cover 370 protruding outward 1n the width direction from the
narrow stepped configuration.

The widthwise ribs 89 are plate-shaped and parallel to one
another, extending 1n the width direction on the top cover 370
when the top cover 370 1s assembled onto the main casing
body 387 (see FIG. 11). As shown 1n FIG. 14, the parallel
widthwise ribs 89 are arranged at intervals 1n the front-to-rear
direction on the lower surtace of the top cover 370 facing the
interior ol the developer side casing 36 so as to intersect the
front-to-rear ribs 88.

The main casing body 387 1s integrally provided with a
front wall 72, the two side walls 69, the bottom wall 71, and
a blade-mounting part 373. A top opening 395 that the top
cover 370 covers 1s formed 1n the top of the main casing body
387.

The front wall 72 1s plate-shaped 1n a front view and func-
tions to close off the front side of the toner-accommodating,
chamber 41. As shown 1n FIG. 11, the front wall 72 extends
downward from the front edge of the top cover 370.

The side walls 69 are plate-shaped and function to close off
the sides of the toner-accommodating chamber 41 and devel-
oping chamber 42. The side walls 69 also rotatably support an
agitator rotational shaft 46, a supply roller shait 50, and a
developing roller shait 52 described later.

The bottom wall 71 functions to close oif the bottom of the
toner-accommodating chamber 41 and developing chamber
42. The bottom wall 71 1s mtegrally provided with a front
bottom wall 377, a center bottom wall 78, and a rear bottom
wall 379.

The front bottom wall 377 has a substantially semicircular
cross section following the rotational path of an agitator 43
described later 1n the toner-accommodating chamber 41.

The center bottom wall 78 1s provided on the rear side of the
front bottom wall 377 and has a substantially semicircular
cross section that follows the peripheral surface of the supply
roller 37 1n the developing chamber 42.

The rear bottom wall 379 1s provided on the rear side of the
front bottom wall 377 and has a flanged plate shape that
slopes downward to the rear.

The blade-mounting part 373 extends in the width direc-
tion, spanning between upper rear edges of the side walls 69.
The blade-mounting part 373 has a triangular cross section
that narrows toward the bottom. The rear face of the blade-
mounting part 373 slopes downward and forward.

When viewed from the top, the top opening 395 1s shaped
similar to the outer edges of a lattice formed by the intersect-
ing front-to-rear ribs 88 and widthwise ribs 89 on the top
cover 370 so as to {it over these outer edges. Step parts 96 are
formed on both side walls 69 constituting the sides of the top
opening 395 for fitting loosely with the step parts 91 of the
two front-to-rear ribs 88 nearest the outer widthwise edges of
the top cover 373 when the top cover 370 1s assembled on the
main casing body 387.

As shownin FIGS. 11 and 14, hook parts formed by the rear
edge of the top cover 370 and each of the rearward protruding
parts 93 can engage with edges of the blade-mounting part
373 on the widthwise ends formed of the top surface and front
surface of the blade-mounting part 373 and having an
L-shaped cross section to position the rear edge of the top
cover 370 relative to the rear edge of the main casing body 387
when assembled. The top cover 370 1s then rotated in the
direction of the arrow 1n FIG. 14 about the points of engage-
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ment between the hook parts and the edge of the blade-
mounting part 373 until the outer edges of the lattice formed
by the intersecting front-to-rear ribs 88 and widthwise ribs 89
are fitted into the top opening 395 formed 1n the main casing
body 387, thereby completing the process of assembling the
top cover 370 on the main casing body 387.

By placing the rearward protruding parts 93 in contact with
the blade-mounting part 373 during this assembly process,
the top cover 370 can be positioned relative to the main casing
body 387 on the rear edge. Further, the top cover 370 can be
positioned relative to the main casing body 387 in the width
direction when the laterally protruding parts 300 provided on
the outermost front-to-rear ribs 88 1n the width direction
contact the mner surfaces of the side walls 69 constituting the
main casing body 387. The forward protruding parts 90 pro-
vided on front edges of the two centermost front-to-rear ribs
88 then contact the mner surface of the front wall 72 consti-
tuting the main casing body 387 to position the top cover 370
relative to the main casing body 387 on the front side. As a
result, the top cover 370 can be assembled on the main casing
body 387 with no play between the two.

A handle 380 1s provided on the front side of the developer
side casing 36 for the user to grip when mounting or removing,
the developer cartridge 30 and process cartridge 20. The
handle 380 protrudes forward from the top of the front wall 72
constituting the developer side casing 36.

A gear mechanism 381 for driving the agitator rotational
shaft 46, supply roller shaft 50, and developing roller shaft 52
to rotate, and a gear cover 382 for covering the gear mecha-
nism 381 are provided on one of the side walls 69 constituting
the developer side casing 36.

The partitioning wall 40 1s provided 1n the developer side
casing 36 for partitioning the interior of the developer side
casing 36 into the toner-accommodating chamber 41 and the
developing chamber 42.

The partitioning wall 40 1s disposed at a position 1n the
developer side casing 36 midway 1n the front-to-rear direction
for partitioning the interior of the developer side casing 36 1n
the front-to-rear direction. An opening 43 penetrates a mid-
way region of the partitioning wall 40 to allow communica-
tion between the toner-accommodating chamber 41 and
developing chamber 42. The lower portion of the partitioning
wall 40 1s formed from the connecting parts of the front
bottom wall 377 and center bottom wall 78. The upper portion
of the partitioning wall 40 1s formed on the top cover 370 1n
the width direction so as to oppose the lower portion of the
partitioning wall 40 vertically with the opening 43 formed
therebetween. The partitioning wall 40 extends vertically
downward from the top cover 70 with a base end of the
partitioning wall 40 connected to the top cover 370 at a
position in the front-to-rear direction of the top cover 370
substantially equivalent to the step parts 91.

As shown 1n FIG. 11, the toner-accommodating chamber
41 occupies a space 1n the front side of the casing 36 parti-
tioned by the partitioning wall 40. The toner-accommodating
chamber 41 1s filled with a nonmagnetic, single-component
toner having a positive charge.

Toner supply openings for filling the toner-accommodat-
ing chamber 41 with toner are formed 1n both side walls 69 of
the developer side casing 36 that define the toner-accommo-
dating chamber 41. The toner supply openings are sealed with
caps 335.

Toner detection windows 44 are provided in both side walls
69 of the casing 36 that define the toner-accommodating
chamber 41 for detecting the amount of toner remaining in the
toner-accommodating chamber 41. The toner detection win-
dows 44 are formed in the side walls 69 near the partitioning
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wall 40 and oppose each other in the width direction across
the toner-accommodating chamber 41. The toner detection
windows 44 are formed by embedding a transparent disc-
shaped plate in each side wall 69.

An agitator 45 1s disposed in the toner-accommodating
chamber 41 for agitating toner accommodated therein. The
agitator 45 includes a rotational shaft 46 and an agitating
member 47. The rotational shait 46 1s rotatably supported in
the side walls 69 substantially in the center of the toner-
accommodating chamber 41. The agitating member 47 1s
provided on the rotational shait 46. A motor (not shown)
produces a driving force that 1s inputted into the rotational
shaft 46 for driving the rotational shaft 46 to rotate.

The agitator 45 also includes wipers 48 attached at both
axial ends of the rotational shaft 46. When the rotational shatt
46 rotates, the wipers 48 move in a circular direction about the
rotational shaft 46 through the toner-accommodating cham-
ber 41 1n order to wipe the toner detection windows 44 pro-
vided 1n the side walls 69. Hence, the wipers 48 function to
clean the toner detection windows 44.

The developing chamber 42 occupies an 1nterior space in
the rear side of the casing 36 partitioned by the partitioning,
wall 40. The developing chamber 42 accommodates the sup-
ply roller 37, the developing roller 38, and the thickness-
regulating blade 39 and 1s provided with the plate wall 349.

The supply roller 37 1s disposed rearward of the opening 43
above the center bottom wall 78 of the developing chamber
42. The supply roller 37 opposes the developing roller 38
diagonally from the lower front side so that the top of the
supply roller 37 1s lower than the top edge of the lower portion
of the partitioning wall 40.

The supply roller 37 includes a metal roller shatt 50 cov-
ered by a sponge roller 51 formed of an electrically conduc-
tive foam material. The supply roller 37 1s supported in the
side walls 69 of the developer side casing 36 in contact with
the developing roller 38 so that both are compressed to a
degree. Specifically, through-holes 122 are provided 1n each
of the side walls 69 at positions opposing each other 1n the
width direction. The supply roller shait 50 1s inserted into the
through-holes 122 so that the supply roller 37 1s rotatably
supported 1n the developer side casing 36.

A dniving force from a motor (not shown) 1s mputted into
the supply roller shaft 50 for driving the supply roller 37 to
rotate. The supply roller 37 rotates counterclockwise 1n FIG.
11 so that the peripheral surface of the supply roller 37 moves
in the opposite direction of the developing roller 38 at the
point of contact between the two rollers.

The developing roller 38 1s disposed above the rear bottom
wall 379 of the developing chamber 42 on the opposite side of
the supply roller 37 from the toner-accommodating chamber
41 1n the front-to-rear direction, that 1s, rearward of the supply
roller 37. The developing roller 38 opposes the supply roller
377 diagonally from the upper rear side and contacts the supply
roller 37 with pressure.

The developing roller 38 1s disposed so that substantially
the upper half of the developing roller 38 1s above the top of
the supply roller 37. The developing roller 38 has a larger
C
C

1ameter than the supply roller 37 and includes the metal
eveloping roller shaft 52 mentioned above, and a rubber
roller 53 formed of an electrically conductive rubber material
that covers the developing roller shaft 52. The rubber roller 53
1s more specifically formed of an electrically conductive ure-
thane rubber or silicon rubber containing fine carbon particles
or the like, the surtace of which 1s coated with urethane rubber
or silicon rubber contaiming fluorine. The developing roller
shaft 52 1s supported in the side walls 69 of the developer side
casing 36 within the developing chamber 42.
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The developing roller 38 1s supported in the side walls 69 so
as to protrude out of the developer side casing 36 through the
rear opening 94. More specifically, through-holes 121 are
formed 1n both side walls 69 of the developer side casing 36
at positions near the rear end thereof so as to oppose each
other 1n the width direction. The developing roller shatit 52 1s

inserted through the through-holes 121 so that the developing
roller 38 1s rotatably supported 1n the developer side casing 36
with a vertical center portion of the rubber roller 33 protrud-
ing farthest out of the developer side casing 36 through the
rear opening 94.

The developing roller 38 1s driven to rotate counterclock-
wise 1n FI1G. 11 by a driving force inputted into the developing
roller shait 52 from a motor (not shown). Further, a develop-
ing bias 1s applied to the developing roller 38 during a devel-
oping operation.

The thickness-regulating blade 39 1s disposed 1n the devel-
oping chamber 42 above the developing roller 38 and rear-
ward of the plate wall 349 described later. The blade-mount-
ing part 373 supported on the rear side of the side walls 69
holds the thickness-regulating blade 39 at both widthwise
ends thereof.

The thickness-regulating blade 39 includes a main blade
member 54 configured of a metal leaf spring that 1s rectan-
gular 1n a front view (see FIG. 13), and a pressing part 55
provided on a distal end of the main blade member 54. The
main blade member 54 includes an upper end 383, which 1s a
base end mounted in the blade-mounting part 373, and a lower
end 84, which 1s the distal end on which the pressing part 55
1s provided. The pressing part 55 has a semicircular cross
section and 1s formed of an msulating silicon rubber.

As shown 1 FIG. 13, the thickness-regulating blade 39
extends 1n the width direction along the rear face of the
blade-mounting part 373. As shown in FIG. 11, the mounting
member 109 fixes the upper end 383 of the main blade mem-
ber 54 to the rear face of the blade-mounting part 373 sup-
ported 1n the rear end of the side walls 69 at both widthwise
ends thereof.

A sealing member 110 1s interposed between the rear face
of the blade-mounting part 373 and the mounting member
109 to prevent toner from leaking therethrough.

The mounting member 109 includes a plate-shaped front
support member 115, the back support member 111 having a
substantially L-shaped cross section, and a screw 112. The
front support member 115 1s disposed on the rear side of the
sealing member 110. The upper end 383 of the main blade
member 54 1s disposed on the rear side of the front support
member 115, and the back support member 111 1s disposed
on the rear side of the upper end 383. The screw 112 1is
inserted through the back support member 111, the upper end
383 of the main blade member 354, and the front support
member 115 1n the front-to-rear direction for fixing these
components together. A screw 130 fixes the upper end 383 of
the main blade member 54 together with the mounting mem-
ber 109 to the blade-mounting part 373 with the sealing
member 110 interposed therebetween.

Hence, the main blade member 54 1s disposed such that the
upper end 383 1s supported on the rear face of the blade-
mounting part 373, which slopes obliquely downward to the
front, and the lower end 384 1n turn extends diagonally down-
ward toward the front from the upper end 383 to the supply
roller 37, approaching the developing roller 38 and plate wall
349 therebetween. Accordingly, the thickness-regulating
blade 39 extends downward and forward from the upper end
383 to the lower end 384 while gradually approaching the
plate wall 349.
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The pressing part 535 extends 1n the width direction along
the rear surface on the lower end 384 of the main blade
member 34. The pressing part 55 1s urged rearward by the
clastic force of the main blade member 54 to contact the
rubber roller 33 of the developing roller 38 with pressure at a
position above and slightly rearward of the point of contact
between the developing roller 38 and supply roller 37.

The plate wall 349 1s integrally formed with the top cover
370 and 1s disposed 1n the developing chamber 42 above the
supply roller 37 and between the thickness-regulating blade
39 and partltlonmg wall 40 1n the front-to-rear direction. As
shown 1n FIG. 13, the plate wall 349 has a rectangular plate
shape 1 a front view, extending through the developing
chamber 42 in the width direction so as to partition the thick-
ness-regulating blade 39 from the toner-accommodating
chamber 41. The plate wall 349 includes a base end 385,
which 1s the upper end, and a free end 386, which 1s the lower
end.

The base end 385 of the plate wall 349 1s connected to the
bottom surface o the top cover 370 between the upper portion
of the partitioning wall 40 and the blade-mounting part 373.
The free end 386 of the plate wall 349 extends vertically
downward from the base end 385 toward the supply roller 37.
In the front-to-rear direction, the free end 386 of the plate wall
349 1s positioned between a contact part X at which the
pressing part 35 of the thickness-regulating blade 39 contacts
the developing roller 38 (see F1G. 12) and the front edge of the
supply roller 37. Specifically, the base end 385 of the plate
wall 349 1s vertically aligned with the sponge roller 51 of the
supply roller 37.

Accordingly, the plate wall 349 extends vertically down-
ward from the upper end to the lower end so that the free end
386 approaches the pressing part 335 of the thickness-regulat-
ing blade 39 and the supply roller 37. With respect to the
vertical direction, the free end 386 of the plate wall 349
extends below the pressing part 33 and 1s separated from the
supply roller 37. Further, the upper end 383 and base end 385
of the thickness-regulating blade 39 and plate wall 349,
respectively, are supported on the top cover 370 and the
respective lower end 384 and free end 86 extend toward the
supply roller 37. Accordingly, the top cover 370, thickness-
regulating blade 39, and plate wall 349 form a substantially
rectangular shape 1n a cross section that grows narrow toward
the bottom (that 1s, toward the supply roller 37). Here, the
lower end 384 of the thickness-regulating blade 39 and the
free end 386 of the plate wall 349 are separated slightly in the
front-to-rear direction.

As shown 1n FIG. 12, the free end 386 of the plate wall 349
1s positioned so that a shortest distance A between the free end
386 of the plate wall 349 and the surface of the sponge roller
51 on the supply roller 37 1s shorter than a shortest distance B
between the contact part X at which the pressing part 55 of the
thickness-regulating blade 39 contacts the developing roller
38 and the surface of the sponge roller 51.

Therefore, as shown 1n FIG. 13, the {ree end 386 of the
plate wall 349 1s positioned lower than the contact part X at
which the pressing part 55 of the thickness-regulating blade
39 contacts the developing roller 38.

When a driving force 1s inputted into the agitator rotational
shaft 46 from a motor (not shown), the agitator rotational
shait 46 1s driven to rotate clockwise 1n FIG. 11 so that the
agitating member 47 moves through the toner-accommodat-
ing chamber 41 1n a circular direction around the agitator
rotational shait 46. In this way, the agitating member 47 stirs
toner accommodated in the toner-accommodating chamber
41 and discharges some of the toner toward the developing
chamber 42 via the opening 43.
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Toner discharged toward the developing chamber 42
through the opening 43 1s supplied onto the developing roller
38 by the rotating supply roller 37. At this time, the toner 1s
positively tribocharged between the supply roller 37 and
developing roller 38 since the surfaces of the two rollers move
in opposite directions at the point of contact. As the develop-
ing roller 38 rotates, toner supplied from the supply roller 37
onto the developing roller 38 moves upward over the side of
the supply roller 37 to the contact part X at which the pressing
part 35 of the thickness-regulating blade 39 contacts the
developing roller 38. At this contact part X, the toner passes
between the pressing part 55 of the thickness-regulating blade
39 and the rubber roller 53 of the developing roller 38. At this
time, the pressing part 55 scrapes off the excess portion of
toner 1n order to maintain a thin layer of uniform thickness on
the surface of the rubber roller 53.

In the developer cartridge 30 described above, the plate
wall 349 1s disposed between the thickness-regulating blade
39 and partitioning wall 40 and above the supply roller 37 for
partitioning the thickness-regulating blade 39 from the toner-
accommodating chamber 41. The free end 386 of the plate
wall 349 1s positioned such that the shortest distance A
between the free end 386 of the plate wall 349 and the sponge
roller 51 of the supply roller 37 1s shorter than the shortest
distance B between the contact part X at which the pressing
part 535 of the thickness-regulating blade 39 contacts the
developing roller 38 and the sponge roller 51 of the supply
roller 37.

Toner 1s positively tribocharged between the supply roller
3’7 and developing roller 38 that rotate 1n the same direction so
that the surfaces of the rollers at move 1n opposite directions
in the area of contact. As the developing roller 38 rotates,
some of the charged toner reaches the contact part X. At this
time, the thickness-regulating blade 39 scrapes off the excess
charged toner to form a thin layer of uniform thickness on the
developing roller 38. The excess toner scraped oif by the
thickness-regulating blade 39 can be maintained between the
thickness-regulating blade 39 and plate wall 349 and can once
again be carried on the surface of the developing roller 38 and
regulated by the thickness-regulating blade 39.

As a result, since excess charged toner scraped oif by the
thickness-regulating blade 39 can be prevented from return-
ing to the toner-accommodating chamber 41, 1t 1s possible to
control the charge of the toner reliably to prevent a decline 1n
image quality.

Further, 1n the developer cartridge 30 of the illustrative
example, the partitioning wall 40 1s disposed midway in the
developer side casing 36 i1n the front-to-rear direction for
partitioning the developer side casing 36 into the toner-ac-
commodating chamber 41 and developing chamber 42, and
the plate wall 349 1s disposed 1n the developing chamber 42.
Hence, the partitioning wall 40 can prevent excess charged
toner scraped oif by the thickness-regulating blade 39 from
returning to the toner-accommodating chamber 41 when the
toner flows from the region between the thickness-regulating
blade 39 and plate wall 349.

Hence, charged toner can be maintained 1n the developing
chamber 42, thereby further preventing charged toner from
returning to the toner-accommodating chamber 41. As a
result, it 1s possible to control the charge of the toner more
reliably and to further prevent a decline 1n 1image quality.

Further, the plate wall 349 1s arranged so that the base end
385 1s connected to the top cover 370 of the developer side
casing 36, and the free end 386 1s disposed between the
contact part X at which the pressing part 35 of the thickness-
regulating blade 39 contacts the developing roller 38 and the
tront side of the supply roller 37 1n the front-to-rear direction.
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With this construction, even when the excess charged toner
scraped ofl by the thickness-regulating blade 39 tlows along
the plate wall 349 and forward from the free end 386 of the
plate wall 349, the charged toner comes into contact with the
supply roller 37, which again supplies the toner to the devel-
oping roller 38. Hence, charged toner 1s reliably kept between
the thickness-regulating blade 39 and plate wall 349 through
a simple construction, thereby reliably preventing the
charged toner from returning to the toner-accommodating
chamber 41.

Inthe developer cartridge 30 of the 1llustrative example, the
thickness-regulating blade 39 gradually approaches the plate
wall 349 from the upper end 383 to the lower end 384, and the
pressing part 35 disposed on the lower end 384 pressingly
contacts the rubber roller 53 of the developing roller 38
through the elastic force of the main blade member 54. Hence,
this stmple construction can reliably prevent excess charged
toner scraped ofl by the pressing part 55 of the thickness-
regulating blade 39 at the contact part X from tlowing past the
free end 386 of the plate wall 349 toward the toner-accom-
modating chamber 41, thereby further preventing charged
toner from returning to the toner-accommodating chamber
41.

Further, 1n the developer side casing 36 described above,
intersecting front-to-rear ribs 88 and widthwise ribs 89 are
provided on the top cover 370 to form a lattice structure. In
addition, the forward protruding parts 90 approaching the
front edge of the top cover 370 are disposed on front ends of
the two front-to-rear ribs 88 nearest the widthwise center of
the top cover 370, and step parts 91 and laterally protruding
parts 300 are provided on the two front-to-rear ribs 88 nearest
the outer widthwise edges of the top cover 370, while rear-
ward protruding parts 93 are disposed on the rear ends of the
two front-to-rear ribs 88.

With this construction, the outermost edges of the lattice
formed by the intersecting front-to-rear ribs 88 and widthwise
ribs 89 are fitted 1nto the top opeming 395 so that the forward
protruding parts 90, laterally protruding parts 300, and rear-
ward protruding parts 93 contact corresponding inner sur-
faces of the top opening 395. Accordingly, the top cover 370
can be mounted on the main casing body 387 with precision
so that the plate wall 349 provided on the top cover 370 can be
accurately disposed at a desired position 1n the developer side
casing 36.

The rearward protruding parts 93 disposed on the rear ends
of the two front-to-rear ribs 88 nearest the widthwise edges of
the top cover 370 contact widthwise ends of the blade-mount-
ing part 373 at positions where the blade-mounting part 373 1s
supported on the side walls 69, that 1s, positions having a high
rigidity with respect to the widthwise center. Therefore, this
construction achieves stable positioning, improving the pre-
cision for assembling the top cover 370 on the main casing
body 387.

Further, the forward protruding parts 90 disposed on the
front ends of the two front-to-rear ribs 88 nearest the width-
wise center of the top cover 370 contact the front wall 72 near
the widthwise center of the front wall 72 where the front wall
72 has less nigidity and 1s more likely to flex than at the ends
of the front wall 72 supported by the side walls 69. Therelore,
this structure can prevent tlexing in the widthwise center of
the gear cover 382.

While dimension control must be executed rigorously at
the areas of contact between the top cover 370 and main
casing body 387, efforts to achieve this control cannot be
reduced since the control 1s local, as described above.

Inthe developer cartridge 30 of the 1llustrative example, the
toner can be reliably tribocharged since the surface of the
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supply roller 37 moves 1n a direction opposite the surface of
the developing roller 38 at the region of contact with the
developing roller 38. Further, the developing roller 38 rotates
so that toner supplied from the supply roller 37 moves rear-
ward on the upper half of the developing roller 38 so that the
toner moves upward over the side of the supply roller 37 to
reach the contact part X at which the pressing part 535 of the
thickness-regulating blade 39 contacts the developing roller
38. Hence, since the surface of the supply roller 37 moves
opposite the surface of the developing roller 38 at the region
of contact therebetween, the surface of the supply roller 37
also moves rearward 1n the upper half thereof. Accordingly,
the supply roller 37 can easily return excess charged toner that
has been scraped off by the thickness-regulating blade 39 to
the developing roller 38, while the supply roller 37 can also
casily supply uncharged toner accommodated 1n the toner-
accommodating chamber 41 to the developing roller 38.

The process cartridge 20 and the laser printer 1 of the
1llustrative example includes the developer cartridge 30 that 1s
capable of preventing a decline 1n 1mage quality by prevent-
ing excess charged toner scraped ofl by the thickness-regu-
lating blade 39 from returning to the toner-accommodating
chamber 41 1n order to control the charge of the toner reliably.
Accordingly, the process cartridge 20 and the laser printer 1
can accurately develop electrostatic latent images formed on
the photosensitive drum 28 1n order to form toner images with
accuracy and, hence, can achieve high-quality image forma-
tion.

In the illustrative example described above, the developer
cartridge 30 1s detachably mounted on the drum cartridge 27
to form the process cartridge 20, and the process cartridge 20
1s detachably mounted 1n the main casing 2. However, it 1s
also possible to provide the photosensitive drum 28, charger
29, transier roller 31, cleaning member 32, and the like 1n the
main casing 2, while eliminating the drum cartridge 27, and to
detachably mount the developer cartridge 30 1n the main
casing 2. It 1s also possible to eliminate both the drum car-
tridge 27 and developer cartridge 30 and to provide the pho-
tosensitive drum 28, charger 29, transfer roller 31, cleaning
member 32, and the like 1in the main casing 2, as well as the

toner-accommodating chamber 41, developing roller 38, sup-
ply roller 37, thickness-regulating blade 39, and plate wall
349.

Toner detection windows 44 are formed in both side walls
388 of the casing 36 for detecting the amount of toner remain-
ing in the toner-accommodating chamber 41. The toner detec-
tion windows 44 are formed at positions 1n the side walls 388
near the partitioning wall 40 and oppose each other 1n the
width direction. The toner detection windows 44 are trans-
parent discs that are embedded 1nto the side walls 388 of the
casing 36.

A toner sensor (not shown) including a light-emitting ele-
ment and a light-recerving element 1s disposed on the outer
sides of the casing 36 opposing the toner detection windows
44. The light-emitting element emits a detection light into the
toner-accommodating chamber 41 through one of the toner
detection windows 44. After passing through the toner-ac-
commodating chamber 41, the detection light exits through
the other toner detection window 44 and 1s received by the
light-receiving element. The toner sensor i1s configured to
detect the amount of toner remaining 1n the toner-accommo-
dating chamber 41 by measuring a detection time during
which the detection light passes through both toner detection
windows 44 while an agitator 45 described below stirs the
toner in the toner-accommodating chamber 41.
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Next, the agitator 45 and wipers 48 according to one 1llus-
trative example will be described 1n detail while referring to
FIGS. 16 through 24C.

In addition to the rotational shaft 46, agitating member 47,
and grid 49 described above, the agitator 45 also includes a 5
light-blocking plate 389 and a guide plate 390, as shown 1n
FIG. 16.

The agitating member 47 1includes a film support member
65 extending radially outward from the rotational shait 46,
and a film 66 mounted on the film support member 65. The 10
film support member 65 includes a plurality of cross plates
368 spaced at intervals from each other 1n the width direction
ol the rotational shaft 46, and a film support plate 369 linked
to the rotational shaft 46 via the cross plates 368. Each cross
plates 368 has a base end connected to the rotational shatt 46 15
and extends radially outward therefrom.

The film support plate 369 extends parallel to and 1s sepa-
rated a prescribed distance from the rotational shait 46 and 1s
linked to the distal end of each cross plate 368. Hence, the
rotational shait 46, cross plates 368, and film support plate 20
369 are linked to form a ladder-like structure.

The film 66 has a base edge fixed to the film support plate
369 along the width direction of the rotational shaft 46. As
shown in FI1G. 17, the film 66 1s divided into sloped pieces 470
disposed on both ends 1n the width direction (1dentical to the 25
width direction of the rotational shaft 46) whose free edges
are sloped with respect to the width direction, and a rectan-
gular piece 471 forming a center portion interposed between
the two sloped pieces 470, whose free end 1s shorter than the
sloped pieces 470 and aligned with the width direction. 30

As shown 1n FI1G. 16, the film 66 15 fixed to the film support
plate 369 at a prescribed obtuse angle with respect to the
extended direction of the cross plates 368. As shown 1n FIG.
17, the light-blocking plate 389 1s integrally formed with the
cross plate 368 positioned just 1nside the outermost cross 35
plate 368 1n the width direction on one widthwise end of the
rotational shaft 46. As shown in FIG. 16, the light-blocking,
plate 389 has a plate shape and extends 1n a plane orthogonal
to the axial direction of the rotational shaft 46. The light-
blocking plate 389 functions to block at regular intervals the 40
detection light emitted by the toner sensor for enhancing the
precision for detecting residual toner.

The guide plate 390 extends radially outward from the
rotational shait 46 1n the direction opposite the direction of
the film 66. The guide plate 390 has a substantially rectangu- 45
lar plate shape of uniform thickness and i1s formed 1n an axial
center region of the rotational shait 46, extending in a direc-
tion opposite the extended direction of the cross plates 368.
When the agitator 45 rotates, the guide plate 390 functions to
evenly distribute toner 1n the toner-accommodating chamber 50
41 1n the width direction thereotf, and scrapes up toner such
that the toner flows toward both widthwise ends of the toner-
accommodating chamber 41.

The fixing members 449 are disposed one on each width-
wise end of the rotational shaft 46. As shown in FIG. 17, each 55
fixing member 449 1s integrally configured of a support plate
472, a gripping plate 473, a connecting wall 474, and a
restricting plate 475. Each support plate 472 has a substan-
tially rectangular plate shape in a plan view. The support
plates 472 are separated a prescribed distance from the guide 60
plate 390 1n the width direction of the rotational shaft 46 (see
FIG. 4) and extend 1n a direction opposite the extended direc-
tion of the cross plates 368.

As shown 1n FI1G. 23, a first cutout part 476 1s formed 1n the
support plate 472. The first cutout part 476 1s substantially 65
U-shaped 1n a bottom view. The first cutout part 476 1s formed
in a portion of the support plate 472 opposing the gripping
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plate 473 along an extended direction 1n which the support
plate 472 extends from the rotational shaft 46. The first cutout
part 476 extends from a downstream end 1n the insertion
direction for the wipers 48 (an inside end in the axial direction
of the rotational shaft 46) toward an upstream end 1in the
insertion direction (toward the outside 1n the axial direction of
the rotational shait 46). Here, the extended direction includes
both the direction from a base end of the support plate 472
connected to the rotational shait 46 toward the free end of the
support plate 472 and the direction from the distal end to the
base end.

As shown 1 FIGS. 20 and 22, the first cutout part 476
surrounds a center part 477 of the support plate 472. A boss
4’78 disposed on the center part 477 protrudes inward 1n the
direction that the support plate 472 opposes the gripping plate
473.

The boss 478 1s disposed on an upstream end of the center
part477 in the insertion direction and has a sloped surface 486
formed on the end thereof. The sloped surface 486 slopes
inward 1n the direction that the support plate 472 opposes the
oripping plate 473 from the upstream side toward the down-
stream side 1n the insertion direction.

As shown 1n FIGS. 18 and 19, the gripping plate 473 spans
from a midpoint 1n the extended direction of the support plate
4’72 to the distal end thereof and opposes the support plate 472
across a gap corresponding to the thickness of the wiper 48.

As shown 1n FIGS. 20 and 22, the gripping plate 473 1s
formed 1n a portion opposing the first cutout part 476 and 1s
substantially U-shaped in a plan view, nearly identical 1n
shape to the first cutout part 476. A second cutout part 479 1s
formed 1n a region of the gripping plate 473 opposing the
center part 477 formed in the support plate 472 and 1s encom-
passed by the gripping plate 473.

A portion of the gripping plate 473 extending in the
extended direction of the support plate 472 along the
upstream side of the second cutout part 479 in the insertion
direction serves as a pressing plate 480. The pressing plate
480 functions to prevent the wiper 48 from floating off the
support plate 472.

The connecting walls 474 run parallel to each other 1n the
insertion direction and are separated from each other in the
extended direction of the support plate 472 by a prescribed
gap corresponding to the width of the wiper 48. The connect-
ing walls 474 link the support plate 472 to both ends of the
gripping plate 473 1n the extended direction.

With this construction, a slit 481 for recerving the wiper 48
1s formed 1n the fixing member 449 and 1s defined by the

support plate 472, the gripping plate 473, and the connecting
walls 474.

-

T'he restricting plate 475 1s disposed along the downstream
end of the support plate 472 with respect to the insertion
direction and extends 1n the extended direction of the support
plate 472. The restricting plate 475 protrudes from the sup-
port plate 472 toward the area encompassed by the gripping
plate 473 and links the support plate 472 and gripping plate
4’73 1n a region that the support plate 472 opposes the gripping
plate 473.

A niginsertion part 482 1s provided as a cutout portion in the
restricting plate 475, forming a gap 1n the extended direction
of the support plate 472 so that the support plate 472 1s 1n
communication with the center part 477. A depression 483
that 1s U-shaped 1n a plan view 1s formed 1n a portion of the
support plate 472 in communication with the j1g insertion part
482.

The rotational shait 46, film support member 65 of the
agitating member 47, fixing members 449, light-blocking
plate 389, and guide plate 390 of the agitator 45 are integrally
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formed of a hard synthetic resin such as an ABS resin, while
the film 66 1s a flexible film formed of a resin, such as poly-
cthylene terephthalate.

As shown m FIG. 20, the wiper 48 1s plate-shaped and
substantially rectangular 1 a plan view. The wiper 48 1s
formed of a flexible elastic member, such as urethane rubber.

As shown 1n FI1G. 19, the wiper 48 1s formed with substan-
tially the same width (dimension of the wiper 48 1n a direction
orthogonal to the insertion direction and the thickness direc-
tion) as the width in the extended direction of the slit 481
formed 1n the fixing member 449. The thickness of the wiper
48 1s substantially the same as the width of the opening
formed by the slit 481 in the direction that the support plate
4’72 conironts the gripping plate 473, as shown 1n FIGS. 18
and 19. The length of the wiper 48 1n the insertion direction 1s
longer than the depth of the slit 481 in the isertion direction
by about two times, as shown 1n FIGS. 18 and 21.

The wiper 48 has a through-hole 484 with a circular cross
section formed therein. When the wiper 48 1s inserted into the
slit 481 formed 1n the fixing member 449, the through-hole
484 formed 1n the wiper 48 1s positioned at the boss 478 for
receiving the boss 478 therein.

Next, a process of mounting the wiper 48 1n the fixing

member 449 will be described with reference to FIGS. 7, 8,
and 11.

As illustrated 1n FIG. 20, the wiper 48 1s positioned oppo-
site the slit 81 and 1nserted into the slit 481 1n the direction of
the arrow. FIGS. 24 A through 24C illustrate the process of
inserting the wiper 48 into the slit 481. After the downstream
end of the wiper 48 1n the 1nsertion direction passes between
the support plate 472 and the pressing plate 480 of the grip-
ping plate 473, as shown 1n FIG. 24 A, the downstream end
contacts the boss 478. As the wiper 48 1s inserted farther, the
wiper 48 tlexes so that the downstream end of the wiper 48
slides over the boss 478, as shown 1n FIG. 24B. As shown 1n
FIG. 24C, the wiper 48 has been imserted until the down-
stream end contacts the restricting plate 475, which prevents
turther movement downstream 1n the insertion direction. At
this time, the boss 478 1s recerved 1n the through-hole 484 so
as to penetrate the Wiper 48 1n the thickness direction of the
same. 484 the boss 478 1s received 1n the through-hole 484,
the Wlper 48 1s interposed between the support plate 472 and
the gripping plate 473 and, therefore, 1s mounted 1n the fixing
member 449,

When the wiper 48 1s mounted 1n the fixing member 449, as
shown i FIG. 21, the boss 478 i1s inserted through the
through-hole 484, preventing the wiper 48 from being
removed from the fixing member 449. Further, the pressing
plate 480 restricts the wiper 48 from rising oif the support
plate 472, thereby fixing the wiper 48 in the fixing member
449,

However, the wiper 48 can be removed from the fixing
member 449 with a sharp needle-like j1g 485 shown 1n phan-
tom 1 FIG. 24C. The j1g 485 1s inserted through the jig
insertion part 482 and between the downstream end of the
wiper 48 1n the 1nsertion direction and the depression 483 of
the support plate 472 to litt the downstream end of the wiper
48 oft the support plate 472. In this state, the through hole 484
can be lifted off the boss 478 so that the wiper 48 can be
subsequently pulled through the slit 481 and removed from
the fixing member 449.

In the agitator 435 described above, the wiper 48 1s fixed to
the fixing member 449 by being inserted into the slit 481 of
the fixing member 449 and, therefore, 1s fixed to the agitating,
member 47 of the agitator 45 via the fixing member 449.
Further, the fixing member 449 1s itegrally formed of the
agitating member 47. Accordingly, the wiper 48 can be fixed
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to the agitating member 47 through a simple assembly that
requires no special parts such as double-sided tape or a push
nut for fixing the wiper 48 to the agitating member 47. There-
fore, this construction reduces the number of required parts
and 1 IMProves the eflciency of the assembly operation. Fur-
ther, since the wiper 48 15 fixed to the ﬁxmg member 449
through insertion into the slit 481, the wiper 48 can be
removed easily, making the wiper 48 more suitable to recy-
cling.

The wiper 48 1s inserted and held between the support plate
472 and gripping plate 473, thereby reliably fixing the wiper
48 through a simple construction.

Further, with respect to the opposing portions of the sup-
port plate 472 and gripping plate 473 between which the
wiper 48 1s 1nserted, the first cutout part 476 opposing the
oripping plate 473 1s formed 1n the support plate 472, and the
second cutout part 479 opposing the support plate 472 1s
formed 1n the gripping plate 473. In other words, only one of
the support plate 472 and gripping plate 473 1s formed in the
opposing portions of the support plate 472 and gripping plate
4’73 between which the wiper 48 1s inserted, thereby facilitat-
ing removal of the members when molding the support plate
4’72 and gripping plate 473. Further, toner that enters the slit
481 can easily be cleaned out during recycling.

When the wiper 48 1s inserted into the slit 481 formed in the
fixing member 449, the boss 478 1s inserted into the through-
hole 484 formed 1n the wiper 48, thereby more securely fixing
the wiper 48 to the fixing member 449 and, by extension, to
the agitating member 47.

The sloped surface 486 of the boss 478 1s formed to slope
inward 1n the direction that the support plate 472 opposes the
gripping plate 473 from the upstream to the downstream side
in the 1nsertion direction.

As the wiper 48 15 1nserted downstream into the fixing
member 449, the sloped surface 486 of the boss 478 guides
the wiper 48 1n a slanted direction. After the downstream end
of the wiper 48 slides over the boss 478, the boss 478 becomes
inserted into the through-hole 484 of the wiper 48. This con-
struction enables the wiper 48 to be mounted smoothly.

After the boss 478 1s inserted 1nto the through-hole 484 of
the wiper 48, the boss 478 prevents removal of the wiper 48
since the sloped surface 486 of the boss 478 1s on the down-
stream side 1n the direction for removing the wiper 48.

Further, when the wiper 48 1s mounted 1n the fixing mem-
ber 449, the pressing plate 480 restricts the wiper 48 from
floating off the support plate 472, thereby reliably preventing
the through-hole 484 of the wiper 48 from slipping off the
boss 478. In thus way, the wiper 48 can be firmly fixed.

Further, when mounting the wiper 48 in the fixing member
449, the restricting plate 475 restricts the wiper 48 from being
inserted excessively downstream, thereby reliably fixing the
wiper 48 1n a prescribed position.

For removing the wiper 48 from the fixing member 449, the
11g 485 1s mserted through the j1g insertion part 482, enabling
the developing chamber 42 to be peeled easily from the sup-
port plate 472. In this way, recycling can be facilitated.

Further, since the wiper 48 1s formed of a flexible elastic
maternal, such as urethane rubber, the wiper 48 readily flexes
when mounted 1n or removed from the fixing member 449,
enabling the through-hole 484 to be fitted over or removed
from the boss 478. As a result, this construction facilitates
insertion of the wiper 48 1n the slit 481 and can improve the
elficiency of the assembly operation. The construction also
facilitates the removal of the wiper 48 from the slit 481,
making the wiper 48 more suitable for recycling.

Since the developer cartridge 30 of the 1llustrative example
can be constructed with less components and can provide a
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more elficient assembly process, as described above, the pro-
cess cartridge 20 equipped with the developer cartridge 30
and the laser printer 1 equipped with the process cartridge 20
can be manufactured at a reduced cost and can be more
suitable for recycling.

By employing a structure in the toner-accommodating

chamber 41 for inserting the wiper 48 into the slit 481 of the
fixing member 449 and fixing the wiper 48 to the fixing
member 449, the developer cartridge 30 described above has
the following effects. This structure prevents impurities from
double-sided tape or other special parts from entering the
toner accommodated 1n the toner-accommodating chamber
41, which toner 1s supplied for development, by eliminating
the need for such special parts. Further, this construction
prevents the occurrence of chemical reactions between toner
and the adhesive layers of the double-sided tape.

In the illustrative example described above, the boss 478 1s
disposed on the support plate 472 and the pressing plate 480
on the gripping plate 473. However, the boss 478 may instead
be disposed on the gripping plate 473, while the pressing plate
480 1s disposed on the support plate 472.

In the 1llustrative example described above, the through-
hole 484 1s formed 1n the wiper 48 for inserting the boss 478.
However, the recerving part of the invention for recerving the
boss 478 need not be the through-hole 484, provided that the
receiving part can receive the boss 478 being inserted 1n the
thickness direction of the w1per 48. For example a slit 487
that 1s substantlally U-shaped i a plan view may be cut
through the wiper 48 1n the thickness direction, as shown in
FIG. 25A. With this construction, the slit 487 can receive the
boss 478 being inserted through the wiper 48 1n the width
direction, as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 25B.

Further, 1n the illustrative example described above, the
guide plate 390 of the agitator 45 1s formed with a uniform
thickness. However, it 1s possible instead to form the guide
plate 390 thicker in the center region (with respect to the
width direction of the rotational shaft 46) and growing thinner
toward the widthwise ends (the outer ends 1n the width direc-
tion of the rotational shaft 46). When the agitator 45 rotates to
stir the toner, the surface of the guide plate 390 scraping up the
toner 1s formed as a sloped surface 1n which the center portion
of the guide plate 390 1s on the upstream side 1n the rotating
direction of the agitator 45, while both widthwise ends of the
guide plate 390 are on the downstream side.

The guide plate 390 formed 1n this way can guide the toner
to flow more smoothly toward the widthwise sides of the
toner-accommodating chamber 41. Hence, the guide plate
390 can distribute toner 1n the toner-accommodating chamber
41 more uniformly 1n the width direction of the toner-accom-
modating chamber 41.

Note, the film 66 and wiper 48 have been omitted from the
agitator 45 shown 1 FIG. 26.

Next, the shaft support unit 250 will be described 1n detail
with reference to FIGS. 27 through 30. As will be described in
detail below, a shaft support unit 250 1s disposed on an 1nner
wall of the developer-accommodating chamber 222. The
shaft support unit 250 includes a guiding groove 250a for
mounting the agitator shait 2234, and a holding part 2505 for
rotatably holding the agitator shaft 223a (see FIG. 28).

One end of the agitator shait 223a 1s rotatably held 1n a
through-hole (not shown) formed 1n an inner wall of the
developer-accommodating chamber 222 opposite the mner
wall provided with the shaft support unit 250. The same end
of the agitator shatt 223a 1s fitted 1nto a gear (not shown). A
motor (not shown) provided 1n the laser printer 1 transfers a
driving force to the agitator shait 223a via the gear.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

30

As shown 1n FIG. 27, the other end of the agitator shaft
223a 1s rotatably held 1n the shaft support unit 250. As shown
in FIGS. 28 and 30, the shaft support unit 250 includes the
holding part 2506 for rotatably holding the agitator shaft
223a, the gumiding groove 250a for guiding the end of the
agitator shaft 223a down toward the holding part 2505, and a
restricting part 250¢ forming a boundary between the holding
part 2505 and the guiding groove 250a for restricting upward
movement of the agitator shait 223a held 1n the holding part
2506.

As shown 1 FIG. 30, the holding part 2505 and guiding
groove 250aq form recessed parts in the mner wall of the
developer-accommodating chamber 222. The recessed guid-
ing groove 250a 1s shallower than the recessed holding part
2505 1n the recessed direction indicated in FI1G. 30.

The guiding groove 250a has a shatt-confronting surface
501a that confronts the axial end of the agitator shaft 223a
when mounting the agitator 223 in the developer-accommo-
dating chamber 222. The shaft-confronting surface 501qa

slopes 1 a direction downward and opposite the recessed
direction.

The restricting part 250¢ has a sloped surface 501c¢ that 1s
formed continuously with the shaft-confronting surface
501a. The sloped surface 501¢ slopes downward, that 1is,
toward the holding part 2506 and away from the shaft-con-
fronting surface 501a 1n the direction opposite the recessed
direction.

An mtroducing surface 254 1s also formed on the inner wall
of the developer-accommodating chamber 222. The introduc-
ing surface 254 slopes from a deeper position than the guiding
groove 250a 1n the recessed direction toward the guiding
groove 250q and 1s formed continuously with an edge 502q at
the opening 1n the top of the shaft-conironting surface 501a.

As shown 1n FI1G. 28, the guiding groove 250a has a side
surface 503a for restricting movement of the agitator shaift
2234 1n a direction orthogonal to a guiding direction in which
the agitator shaft 223a 1s guided toward the holding part 2505.
A gap 250¢ 1s formed between the side surface 503a of the
guiding groove 2350a and the restricting part 250c¢. The gap
250e 1s smaller than the diameter of the agitator shait 223a.

The holding part 2505 has a polygonal shape in a cross
section taken orthogonal to the axial direction of the agitator
shaft 223a. In this illustrative example, the holding part 2505
1s substantially square-shaped in this cross section.

The widths of the gmding groove 250a and holding part
2505 1n a direction orthogonal to the guiding direction for the
agitator shait 223a are the same.

As shown 1n FIG. 27, the transparent windows 251 (only
one 1s shown 1n F1G. 27; the other 1s provided 1n the inner wall
of the developer-accommodating chamber 222 opposite the
wall provided with the shaft support unit 250) are provided in
side walls of the developer-accommodating chamber 222. A
light source (not shown) disposed outside the developer car-
tridge 216 transmits a light beam through the transparent
windows 251 for detecting the amount of residual toner 1n the
developer-accommodating chamber 222. A flexible wiper
2353 1sdisposed on the agitator 223 for slidingly contacting the
transparent windows 251 as the agitator 223 rotates in order to
clean the transparent windows 251. Beveled parts 260 are
formed on edges of the shait support unit 250 that are con-
tacted by the tlexible wiper 2353.

Next, an operation for mounting the agitator 223 1n the
developer-accommodating chamber 222 will be described
with reference to FIG. 30. First, one end of the agitator shaft
223a 15 fitted into the through-hole (not shown) formed in the
developer-accommodating chamber 222. Next, the other end
of the agitator 223 1s lowered into contact with the edge 502a.
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The guiding groove 250a guides this other end of the agitator
shaft 223a toward the restricting part 250c¢ as the agitator
shaft 223a flexes. Next, the other end of the agitator shait
223a 1s guided downward along the sloped surface 501c,
which forces the other end of the agitator shaft 223a to move
up on the restricting part 50¢ i a direction opposite the
recessed direction. As the other end of the agitator shait 2234
1s urged downward, the end slides over the restricting part
250¢ and becomes fitted 1nto the holding part 2505. At this
time, the agitator shatt 223a returns to a straight extension.

Since the guiding groove 250a formed on the inner wall of
the developer-accommodating chamber 222 1s shallower in
the recessed direction than the holding part 2505, the agitator
shaft 223a can be guided toward the restricting part 250c¢ from
a shallow position. This reduces the amount that the agitator
shaft 223aq must flex to slide over the restricting part 250c,
thereby reducing the load applied to the agitator shait 2234
compared to the load applied when the guiding groove 250q
and holding part 2506 are formed at the same depth 1n the
recessed direction.

Since the restricting part 250c¢ has the sloped surface 301c¢
linked to the shaft-conironting surface 301a for sloping
downward and in the direction opposite the recessed direc-
tion, the agitator shait 2234 tlexes gently when the end of the
agitator shait 223a slides over the restricting part 250c¢. As a
result, this construction can reduce the load applied to the
agitator shaft 223a.

The inner wall of the developer-accommodating chamber
222 1includes the introducing surface 254 that slopes toward
the guiding groove 250q and connects to the open end at the
top of the shaft-confronting surface 501a. Accordingly, the
agitator shatt 223a can be smoothly guided to the open end on
top of the shaft-confronting surface 501a.

A gap 250e having a smaller diameter than the agitator
shaft 223a 1s formed between the side surface 503a and the
restricting part 250c. Accordingly, toner that accumulates in
the holding part 2505 can escape through the gap 250e.
Hence, this structure can prevent toner from becoming
packed between the agitator shait 223a and holding part 2505
and impeding the rotation of the agitator 223.

The holding part 2505 1s substantially square-shaped 1n a
cross section taken orthogonal to the axial direction of the
agitator shaft 223a. Accordingly, the peripheral surface of the
agitator shait 223a contacts the holding part 2505 at points,
reducing the frictional force generated between the peripheral
surface of the agitator shaft 223q and the holding part 2505.

By forming the guiding groove 250a and holding part 2505
with the same widths in the direction orthogonal to the guid-
ing direction of the agitator shaft 223a, 1t 1s possible to mini-
mize the space required for the guiding groove 250a.

The beveled parts 260 are formed on edges of the shaft
support unit 250 that are contacted by the flexible wiper 253
so as not to promote degradation 1n the flexible wiper 253 due
to sliding contact with the shait support umt 250.

The shaft-confronting surface 301a of the guiding groove
250a slopes downward 1n a direction opposite the recessed
direction. With this construction, the agitator shait 223a
flexes more gently when being mounted 1n the developer-
accommodating chamber 222 and, hence, a smaller load 1s
applied to the agitator shatt 223a.

Although present invention has been described with
respect to specific illustrative examples, 1t will be appreciated
by one skilled 1n the art that a variety of changes may be made
without departing from the scope of present invention.

The process cartridge 20 and developer cartridge 30
described by way of illustrative examples include the plate
wall 349 extending vertically downward from the base end
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385 toward the supply roller 37 so that the free end 386 of the
plate wall 349 1s positioned close to the peripheral surface of
the supply roller 37. However, the process cartridge 20 or the
developer cartridge 30 may be modified as shown 1n FIG. 2B
while yetretaining many of the novel features and advantages
above-described above. In the modified process cartridge 20
shown 1n FIG. 2B, the vertical length of the plate wall 349" 1s
shortened relative to that of the plate wall 349 shown in FIGS.
2A,11,12 and 15 so that the free end 386 of the plate wall 349"
1s spaced a greater distance apart from the peripheral surface
of the supply roller 37.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A developer cartridge comprising:

a developer-accommodating chamber configured to
accommodate developer;

an agitator that has an agitator shatt and 1s disposed inside
the developer-accommodating chamber; and

a shaft support unit that supports at least one end of the
agitator shait, the shait support unit comprising:

a holding part that 1s formed as a recess 1n an inner wall of
the developer-accommodating chamber and rotatably
holds the agitator shaft;

a guiding groove that 1s open on one end and 1s configured
to guide the agitator shaft toward the holding part; and

a restricting part configured to restrict movement of the
agitator shatit held 1in the holding part at a border between
the guiding groove and the holding part, the guiding
groove configured to guide the agitator shaft toward the
restricting part from a position shallower 1n the inner
wall of the developer-accommodating chamber than the

holding part with respect to the recessed direction of the

holding part,

wherein the restricting part comprises a sloped surface
formed continuously with a surface of the guiding
groove opposing an end of the agitator shaft and sloping
toward the holding part in a direction away from the
surface opposing the end of the agitator shaft.

2. The developer cartridge according to claim 1, wherein a
gap smaller than a diameter of the agitator shaft 1s formed
between the restricting part and a side surface of the guiding
groove that restricts movement of the agitator shait 1n a direc-
tion orthogonal to a guiding direction in which the agitator
shaft 1s guided toward the holding part.

3. The developer cartridge according to claim 1, further
comprising an introducing surface that slopes toward the
guiding groove Ifrom a position deeper than the guiding
groove with respect to the recessed direction and 1s connected
to the open end of the guiding groove on the surface of the
guiding groove opposing the end of the agitator shaft.

4. The developer cartridge according to claim 1, wherein
the holding part 1s formed 1n a polygonal shape in a cross
section taken orthogonal to the agitator shatt.

5. The developer cartridge according to claim 1, wherein
the guiding groove and the holding part have a same width in
a direction orthogonal to a guiding direction for guiding the
agitator shatt.

6. The developer cartridge according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a transparent window configured to transmit a light beam
used 1n detecting an amount of residual developer 1n the
developer-accommodating chamber; and

a wiper that 1s attached to the agitator and 1s configured to
clean the transparent window as the agitator rotates,
wherein the shaft support unit has beveled parts that
contact the wiper.
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