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DEFERRED QUEUING IN A BUFFERED
SWITCH

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 10/873,430 filed Jun. 21, 2004, now U.S. Pat.
No. 7,773,622, which 1s a continuation-in-part application
based on U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/020,968, now
U.S. Pat. No. 7,260,104, entitled “Deferred (Queuing in a
Butfered Switch,” filed on Dec. 19, 2001, which are hereby
incorporated by reference.

This application 1s related to U.S. patent application
entitled “Fibre Channel Switch,” Ser. No. 10/873,532, now
U.S. Pat. No. 7,042,842, filed Jun. 21, 2004. This related

application 1s hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to bullered
switches. More particularly, the present invention relates to
deferred queuing 1n a butfered switch to alleviate head of line
blocking 1n the builered switch.

2. Description of the Related Art

Communication switches are often used in information
networks to transfer information between devices within the
network. These switches can have as few as four ports or as
many as thousands of ports. Each mput port generally
requires some amount of buller space to store frames or
packets ol information prior to the frames or packets being,
forwarded to an output port.

One problem associated with butiered switches 1s head of
line blocking Head of line blocking occurs 1n switches that
have a single recerve buflfer at each ingress port. When mul-
tiple packets or frames of data are queued up (in line) for
transmission through a central switch and the destination of
the packets or frame at the front of the queue (head of line) 1s
not available for reception, the queue 1s defined as “head of
line blocked.” This 1s because, not only 1s that packet or frame
blocked, all packets or frames behind the blocked packet or
frame 1n the queue are blocked even though their destination
may be available. Thus, all packets or frames are blocked until
the packet or frame at the head of the queue is transmuitted.

One way to solve head of line blocking 1s to provide one
receive buller at each of the switch’s ingress ports for every
egress port. For small switches, this approach may be fea-
sible. However for very large switches, massive amounts of
memory must be used to provide buffering for all of the
outputs. If the switch requires a large imnput butter due to long
haul applications, the problem 1s exacerbated further. Accord-
ingly, i1t 1s desirable to provide a method and apparatus for
alleviating the problems associated with head of line blocking
in a bulfered switch without using separate butlers for every
output.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention overcomes the problems cited above
by temporarily 1gnoring the blocked packets or frames and
deferring their transmission until the destination 1s ready for
reception. This approach does not require any additional
memory for frame storage but does require a small amount of
memory for frame headers.

The present invention utilizes a cell credit manager to
determine the congestion status of the destinations within a
switch. When there 1s a change 1n this status for a destination,
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2

the cell credit manager creates an XOFF/XON event. An
XOFF mask at each port receives these events and uses them
to record the congestions status for every destination in the
switch. An XOFF status indicates that destination i1s not
accepting data transfers, and 1s synonymous with the desti-
nation being congested, busy, or unavailable. An XON status
indicates that the destination 1s accepting data transfers, and 1s
synonymous with the destination being ready, available, or
non-congested.

The present invention recognizes that the XOFF mask
should not set the status of the destination port to XON during,
certain portions of the deferred queuing procedure. Conse-
quently, the present invention utilizes a XON history register
that also tracks the current status of all ports. This XON
history register receives the XOFF signals from the cell credit
manager and reflects those changes 1n 1ts own lookup table.
The values 1n the look up table 1n the XON history register are
then used to periodically update the values in the look up table
in the XOFF mask.

The present mnvention also recognizes flow control signals
directly from the memory subsystem that request that all data
stop flowing to that subsystem. When these signals are
receives, a “‘gross_xofl” signal 1s sent to the XOFF mask. The
XOFF mask 1s then able to combine the results of this signal
with the status of every destination port as maintained in its
lookup table. When another portion of the switch wishes to
determine the status of a particular port, the internal switch
destination address 1s submitted to the XOFF mask. This
address 1s used to reference the status of that destination in the
lookup table, and the result 1s ORed with the value of the
gross_xolil signal. The resulting signal indicates the status of
the indicated destination port.

The present invention uses the status 1n the XOFF mask to
clfectively defer that transmission of data packets or frames
that are destined for a congested port. In its 1nitial state,
incoming data packets are compared to the XOFF mask. If the
destination 1s not congested, the packet 1s immediately sub-
mitted to the crossbar fabric. If the destination 1s congested,
the packet 1s placed 1n the deferred queue.

The queue module remains 1n the iitial state until the
XOFF mask changes the status of a port from XOFF to XON.
At this point, the queue module enters the deferred state. In
this state, the queue module goes through all of the packet
headers 1n the queue module and compares the destination of
cach packet with the current value 1n the XOFF mask. If the
destination 1s not congested, the packet 1s submitted to the
crossbar fabric. If the destination 1s still congested, the packet
1s added back to the deferred queue. 1T the status of a port
changes during the deferred state from XON to XOFF, that
change 1s immediately reflected in the XOFF mask. If the
status changes during the deferred state from XOFF to XON,
that change 1s made to the XON history register, but not
immediately to the XOFF mask. The examination of every
header 1in the deferred queue continues with the old status
values 1n the XOFF mask. When this 1s completed, the values
in the XON history register are applied to the XOFF mask,
and the examination of all headers in the deferred queue 1s
begun again.

Any packets recerved at the port while the queue module 1s
in the deferred state are stored 1n the backup header. When the
deferred state has finished examining all headers in the
deferred queue, the status of the backup queue 1s checked. If
the backup queue 1s empty, the queue module returns to the
initial state. If the backup queue 1s not empty, the queue
module enters the backup state. During this state, the entries
in the backup queue are examined and their destinations are
compared with the XOFF mask. If the destination 1s not
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congested, the packet will be sent to the crossbar. If the
destination 1s congested, the packet will be placed in the
deferred queue. It there 1s a change 1n the congestion status of
a destination to an XON state, the queue module will imme-
diately enter the deferred mode. If the queue module 1n
backup mode completely empties the backup queue without a
change in destination status to XON, the queue module
returns to the mnitial mode.

If a gross_xoll signal 1s recerved, the queue module enters
the gross_xoll state, during which all data received over the
port 1s placed in the backup queue. When the gross_xoif
signal 1s no longer set, the queue module enters the deferred
mode (1f an XON has been received), the backup mode (if the
backup queue 1s not empty), or returns back to the initial
mode.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of the imvention 1n order that the detailed
description thereof that follows may be better understood,
and 1 order that the present contribution to the art may be
better appreciated. There are, of course, additional features of
the invention that will be described below and which will
form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the invention in detail, 1t 1s to be understood that the
ivention 1s not limited 1n its application to the details of
construction and to the arrangements of the components set
forth 1n the following description or illustrated 1n the draw-
ings. The mvention 1s capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out 1n various ways. Also, it 1s to
be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein, as well as the abstract, are for the purpose of
description and should not be regarded as limiting.

As such, those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the
conception upon which this disclosure 1s based may readily
be utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures,
methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes of
the present invention. It 1s important, therefore, that the
claims be regarded as including such equivalent constructions
insofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope of the
present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of one possible Fibre Channel
switch 1n which the present invention can be utilized.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram showing the details of the port
protocol device of the Fibre Channel switch shown 1n FI1G. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram showing the details of the
memory controller of the port protocol device shown in FIG.
2.

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram showing the interactions of the
XOFF mask, the XON history register, and the header select
component of the queue control module shown 1n FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram showing the components of the
deferred queue of the queue control module shown 1n FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram showing the components of the
backup queue of the queue control module shown 1n FIG. 3.

FI1G. 7 1s a block diagram showing the components of the
header select logic of the queue control module shown 1n FIG.
3.

FI1G. 8 15 a state diagram for the state machine found 1n the
header select logic of FIG. 7.

FI1G. 9 1s a flow chart showing the process used 1n the initial
state of the header select logic of FIG. 7.

FIG. 10 1s a flow chart showing the process used 1n the
deferred state of the header select logic of FIG. 7.
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FIG. 11 1s a flow chart showing the process used in the
backup state of the header select logic of FIG. 7.

FIG. 12 1s a flow chart showing the process used 1n the
gross_xoll state of the header select logic of FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

1. Switch 100

The present invention 1s best understood aiter examining,
the major components of a Fibre Channel switch, such as
switch 100 shown in FIG. 1. The components shown 1n FIG.
1 are helpful in understanding the applicant’s preferred
embodiment, but persons of ordinary skill will understand
that the present invention can be incorporated in switches of
different construction, configuration, or port counts.

Switch 100 1s a director class Fibre Channel switch having
a plurality of Fibre Channel ports 110. The ports 110 are
physically located on one or more I/O boards mside of switch
100. Although FIG. 1 shows only two I/O boards, namely
ingress board 120 and egress board 122, a director class
switch 100 would contain eight or more such boards. The
preferred embodiment described 1n the application can con-
tain thirty-two such IO boards 120, 122. Each board 120, 122
contains a microprocessor 124 that, along with 1ts RAM and
flash memory (not shown), 1s responsible for controlling and
monitoring the other components on the boards 120, 122 and
for handling communication between the boards 120, 122.

In the preferred embodiment, each board 120, 122 also
contains four port protocol devices (or PPDs) 130. These
PPDs 130 can take a variety of known forms, including an
ASIC, an FPGA, a daughter card, or even a plurality of chips
found directly on the boards 120, 122. In the preferred
embodiment, the PPDs 130 are ASICs, and can be referred to
as the FCP ASICs, since they are primarily designed to handle
Fibre Channel protocol data. Each PPD 130 manages and
controls four ports 110. This means that each I/0O board 120,
122 1n the preferred embodiment contains sixteen Fibre
Channel ports 110.

The I/O boards 120, 122 are connected to one or more
crossbars 140 designed to establish a switched communica-
tion path between two ports 110. Although only a single
crossbar 140 1s shown, the preferred embodiment uses four or
more crossbar devices 140 working together. In the pretferred
embodiment, crossbar 140 1s cell-based, meaning that 1t 1s
designed to switch small, fixed-size cells of data. This 1s true
even though the overall switch 100 1s designed to switch
variable length Fibre Channel frames.

The Fibre Channel frames are receirved on a port, such as
input port 112, and are processed by the port protocol device
130 connected to that port 112. The PPD 130 contains two
major logical sections, namely a protocol interface module
150 and a fabric interface module 160. The protocol interface
module 150 receives Fibre Channel frames from the ports 110
and stores them 1n temporary buffer memory. The protocol
interface module 150 also examines the frame header for 1ts
destination ID and determines the approprnate output or
egress port 114 for that frame. The frames are then submitted
to the fabric interface module 160, which segments the vari-
able-length Fibre Channel frames into fixed-length cells
acceptable to crossbar 140.

The fabric interface module 160 then transmits the cells to
an igress memory subsystem (1IMS) 180. A single iMS 180
handles all frames received on the I/O board 120, regardless
of the port 110 or PPD 130 on which the frame was received.

When the ingress memory subsystem 180 recerves the cells
that make up a particular Fibre Channel frame, it treats that
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collection of cells as a variable length packet. The iMS 180
assigns this packet a packet ID (or “PID”) that indicates the
cell butler address 1n the 1iMS 180 where the packet is stored.
The PID and the packet length 1s then passed on to the ingress
Priority Queue (1PQ) 190, which organizes the packets in iMS
180 into one or more queues, and submits those packets to
crossbar 140. Belfore submitting a packet to crossbar 140, the
1P 190 submits a “b1d” to arbiter 170. When the arbiter 170
receives the bid, 1t configures the appropriate connection
through crossbar 140, and then grants access to that connec-
tion to the 1PQ 190. The packet length 1s used to ensure that
the connection 1s maintained until the entire packet has been
transmitted through the crossbar 140, although the connec-
tion can be terminated early.

A single arbiter 170 can manage four different crossbars
140. The arbiter 170 handles multiple simultaneous bids from
all 1IPQs 190 1n the switch 100, and can grant multiple simul-
taneous connections through crossbar 140. The arbiter 170
also handles conflicting bids, ensuring that no outputport 114
receives data from more than one input port 112 at a time.

The output or egress memory subsystem (eMS) 182
receives the data cells comprising the packet from the cross-
bar 140, and passes a packet ID to an egress priority queue
(ePQ) 192. The egress priority queue 192 provides schedul-

ing, traific management, and queuing for communication
between egress memory subsystem 182 and the PPD 130 in
egress 1/0 board 122. When directed to do so by the ePQ 192,
the eMS 182 transmits the cells comprising the Fibre Channel
frame to the egress portion of PPD 130. The fabric interface
module 160 then reassembles the data cells and presents the
resulting Fibre Channel frame to the protocol interface mod-
ule 150. The protocol interface module 150 stores the frame in
its buller, and then outputs the frame through output port 114.

In the preferred embodiment, crossbar 140 and the related
components are part of a commercially available cell-based
switch chipset, such as the nPX8005 or “Cyclone™ switch
fabric manufactured by Applied Micro Circuits Corporation

of San Diego, Calif. More particularly, in the preferred
embodiment, the crossbar 140 1s the AMCC S8705 Crossbar

product, the arbiter 170 1s the AMCC S8605 Arbaiter, the 1PQ
190 and ePQ 192 are AMCC S83505 Priority Queues, and the
1IMS 180 and eMS 182 are AMCC S8905 Memory Sub-

systems, all manufactured by Applied Micro Circuits Corpo-
ration.

2. Port Protocol Device 130

a) Link Controller Module 300

FI1G. 2 shows the components of one of the four port pro-
tocol devices 130 found on each of the I/O Boards 120, 122.
As explained above, incoming Fibre Channel frames are
received over a port 110 by the protocol interface 150. A link
controller module (LCM) 300 1n the protocol interface 150
receives the Fibre Channel frames and submits them to the
memory controller module 310. One of the primary jobs of
the link controller module 300 1s to compress the start of
frame (SOF) and end of frame (EOF) codes found 1n each
Fibre Channel frame. By compressing these codes, space 1s
created for status and routing information that must be trans-
mitted along with the data within the switch 100. More spe-
cifically, as each frame passes through PPD 130, the PPD 130
generates information about the frame’s port speed, its prior-
ity value, the internal switch destination address (or SDA) for
the source port 112 and the destination port 114, and various
error 1indicators. This mnformation 1s added to the SOF and

EOF 1n the space made by the LCM 300. This “extended
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header” stays with the frame as 1t traverses through the switch
100, and 1s replaced with the original SOF and EOF as the
frame leaves the switch 100.

The LCM 300 uses a SERDES chip (such as the Gigablaze
SERDES available from LSI Logic Corporation, Milpitas,
Calif.) to convert between the serial data used by the port 110
and the 10-bit parallel data used 1n the rest of the protocol
interface 150. The LCM 300 performs all low-level link-
related functions, including clock conversion, idle detection
and removal, and link synchronization. The LCM 300 also
performs arbitrated loop functions, checks frame CRC and
length, and counts errors.

b) Memory Controller Module 310

The memory controller module 310 1s responsible for stor-
ing the mmcoming data frame on the inbound frame buffer
memory 320. Each port 110 on the PPD 130 1s allocated a
separate portion of the bufier 320. Alternatively, each port
110 could be given a separate physical buifer 320. This buffer
320 1s also known as the credit memory, since the BB_Credit
flow control between switch 100 and the upstream device 1s
based upon the size or credits of this memory 320. The
memory controller 310 1dentifies new Fibre Channel frames
arriving in credit memory 320, and shares the frame’s desti-
nation ID and 1ts location in credit memory 320 with the
inbound routing module 330.

The routing module 330 of the present invention examines
the destination ID found 1n the frame header of the frames and
determines the switch destination address (SDA) 1n switch
100 for the appropriate destination port 114. The router 330 1s
also capable of routing frames to the SDA associated with one
of the microprocessors 124 in switch 100. In the preferred
embodiment, the SDA 1s a ten-bit address that uniquely 1den-
tifies every port 110 and processor 124 1n switch 100. A single
routing module 330 handles all of the routing for the PPD
130. The routing module 330 then provides the routing infor-
mation to the memory controller 310.

As shown 1n FI1G. 3, the memory controller 310 consists of
a memory write module 340, a memory read module 350, and
a queue control module 400. A separate memory controller
310 exiasts for each of the four ports 110 on the PPD 130. The
memory write module 340 handles all aspects of writing data
to the credit memory 320. The memory read module 350 1s
responsible for reading the data frames out of memory 320
and providing the frame to the fabric mterface module 160.
The queue control module 400 handles the queuing and order-
ing of data on the credit memory 320. The XON history
register 420 can also be considered a part of the memory
controller 310, although only a single XON history register
420 1s needed to service all four ports 110 on a PPD 130.

¢) Queue Control Module 400

The queue control module 400 stores the routing results
received from the inbound routing module 330. When the
credit memory 320 contains multiple frames, the queue con-
trol module 400 decides which frame should leave the
memory 320 next. In doing so, the queue module 400 utilizes
procedures that avoid head-of-line blocking.

The queue control module 400 has four primary compo-
nents, namely the deferred queue 402, the backup queue 404,
the header select logic 406, and the XOFF mask 408. These
components work 1n conjunction with the XON History reg-
ister 420 and the cell credit manager or credit module 440 to
control ingress queuing and to assist in managing tlow control
within switch 100. The deterred queue 402 stores the frame
headers and locations 1n bufler memory 320 for frames wait-
ing to be sent to a destination port 114 that 1s currently busy.
The backup queue 404 stores the frame headers and butifer
locations for frames that arrive at the input port 112 while the
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deferred queue 402 1s sending deferred frames to their desti-
nation. The header select logic 406 determines the state of the
queue control module 400, and uses this determination to
select the next frame 1n credit memory 320 to be submitted to
the FIM 160. To do this, the header select logic 406 supplies
to the memory read module 350 a valid buffer address con-
taining the next frame to be sent. The XOFF mask 408 con-
tains a congestion status bit for each port 110 1n the switch.
The XON history register 420 1s used to delay updating the
XOFF mask 408 under certain conditions. The interaction
between the queue control module 400, the XOFF mask 408,
the XON history register 420, and the cell credit manager 440
are described 1n more detail below.

d) Fabric Interface Module

When a Fibre Channel frame 1s ready to be submitted to the
ingress memory subsystem 180 of I/0 board 120, the queue
control 400 passes the frame’s routed header and pointer to
the memory read portion 350. This read module 350 then
takes the frame from the credit memory 320 and provides it to
the fabric interface module 160. The fabric interface module
160 converts the variable-length Fibre Channel frames
received from the protocol interface 150 into fixed-sized data
cells acceptable to the cell-based crossbar 140. Each cell 1s
constructed with a specially configured cell header appropri-
ate to the cell-based switch fabric. When using the Cyclone
switch fabric of Applied Micro Circuits Corporation, the cell
header includes a starting sync character, the switch destina-
tion address of the egress port 114 and a priority assignment
from the inbound routing module 330, a flow control field and
ready bit, an ingress class of service assignment, a packet
length field, and a start-of-packet and end-of-packet identi-
fier.

When necessary, the preferred embodiment of the fabric
interface 160 creates fill data to compensate for the speed
difference between the memory controller 310 output data
rate and the mgress data rate of the cell-based crossbar 140.
This process 1s described 1n the incorporated Fibre Channel
Switch application.

Egress data cells are recerved from the crossbar 140 and
stored 1n the egress memory subsystem 182. When these cells
leave the eMS 182, they enter the egress portion of the fabric
interface module 160. The FIM 160 then examines the cell
headers, removes 11ll data, and concatenates the cell payloads
to re-construct Fibre Channel frames with extended SOF/
EOF codes. If necessary, the FIM 160 uses a small buifer to
smooth gaps within frames caused by cell header and {11l data
removal.

In the preferred embodiment, there are multiple links
between each PPD 130 and the 1MS 180. Each separate link
uses a separate FIM 160. Preferably, each port 110 on the PPD
130 1s g1iven a separate link to the 1iMS 180, and therefore each
port 110 1s assigned a separate FIM 160.

¢) Outbound Processor Module 450

The FIM 160 then submits the frames to the outbound
processor module (OPM) 450. A separate OPM 450 1s used
tor each port 110 on the PPD 130. The outbound processor
module 450 checks each frame’s CRC, and handles the nec-
essary bullering between the fabric interface 160 and the
ports 110 to account for their different data transfer rates. The
primary job of the outbound processor modules 450 1s to
handle data frames received from the cell-based crossbar 140
that are destined for one of the Fibre Channel ports 110. This
data 1s submitted to the link controller module 300, which
replaces the extended SOF/EOF codes with standard Fibre
Channel SOF/EOF characters, performs 8b/10b encoding,
and sends data frames through 1ts SERDES to the Fibre Chan-
nel port 110.
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The components of the PPD 130 can communicate with the
microprocessor 124 on the IO board 120, 122 through the

microprocessor 1terface module (MIM) 360. Through the

microprocessor interface 360, the microprocessor 124 can
read and write registers on the PPD 130 and receive interrupts
from the PPDs 130. This communication occurs over a micro-
processor communication path 362. The microprocessor 124
also uses the microprocessor intertace 360 to communicate
with the ports 110 and with other processors 124 over the
cell-based switch fabric.

3. Congestion Notification

a) XOFF Mask 408

The XOFF mask 408, shown 1n FIGS. 3 and 4, 1s respon-
sible for notitying the queue control module 400 of the con-
gestion status of all ports 110 and microprocessors 124 in the
switch. Every port 110 has its own queue controller module
400, and hence has i1ts own XOFF mask 408. Fach XOFF
mask 408 contains a separate status bit for all destinations
within the switch 100. In one embodiment of the switch 100,
there are five hundred and twelve physical ports 110 and
thirty-two microprocessors 124 that can serve as a destination
for a frame. Hence, the XOFF mask 408 uses a 544 by 1 look
up table 410 to store the “XOFF” status of each destination. I
a bit in XOFF look up table 410 1s set, the port 110 corre-
sponding to that bit 1s busy and cannot receive any frames.

In the preferred embodiment, the XOFF mask 408 returns
a status for a destination by first receiving the switch desti-
nation address for that port 110 or microprocessor 124 on
SDA mput 412. The SDA mput 412 contains the switch
destination address that 1s selected from the deferred queue
402, the backup queue 404, or the most recently recerved
frame being analyzed by the mbound routing module 330.
The selection of the appropriate address for the XOFF mask
408 1s made according the current “state” 407 of the machine
as determined by the header select logic 406. The selected
address 1s made available to the rest of the queue control
module through next frame header output 4135.

The look up table 410 1s examined for the SDA on input
412, and 11 the corresponding bit 1s set, the XOFF mask 408
asserts a signal on “defer” output 414, which indicates to the
rest of the queue control module 400 that the selected port 110
or processor 124 1s busy. In the preterred embodiment, the
output of the XOFF look up table 410 1s not the sole source for
the defer signal 414. In addition, the XOFF mask 408 receives
the gross_xoil signal 522 from 1ts associated FIM 160. This
signal 522 1s ORed with the output of the lookup table 410 1n
order to generate the defer signal 414. This means that when-
ever the gross_xoll signal 522 1s set, the defer signal 414 will
also be set, effectively stopping all traffic to the 1MS 180. In
another embodiment (not shown), a force defer signal that 1s
controlled by the microprocessor 124 1s also able to cause the
defer signal 414 to go on. When the defer signal 414 1s set, 1t
informs the header select logic 406 and the remaining ele-
ments of the queue module 400 that the port 110 having the
address on next frame header output 415 1s congested, and
this frame should be stored on the deferred queue 402.

b) XOFF History Register 420

The XON history register 420 1s used to record the history
ol the XON status of all destinations in the switch 100. Under
the procedure described below for deferred queuing, the
XOFF mask 408 cannot be updated with an XON event when
the queue control 400 1s servicing deferred frames in the
deferred queue 402. During that time, whenever a port 110
changes status from XOFF to XON, the XOFF mask 408 will

ignore (or not recerve) the XOFF signal 452 from the cell
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credit manager 440 and will therefore not update 1ts lookup
table 410. The signal 452 from the cell credit manager 440

will, however, update the lookup table 422 within the XON
history register 420. Thus, the XON history register 420
maintains the current XON status of all ports 110. When the
update signal 416 1s made active by the header select 406
portion of the queue control module 400, the entire content of
the lookup table 422 in the XON history register 420 1s
transferred to the lookup table 410 of the XOFF mask 408.
Registers within the table 422 containing a zero (having a
status of XON) will cause corresponding registers within the
XOFF mask lookup table 410 to be reset to zero. The dual
register setup allows for XOFFs to be written directly to the
XOFF mask 408 at any time the cell credit manager 440
requires tratlic to be halted, and causes XONs to be applied
only when the logic within the queue control module 400
allows for a change to an XON value. While a separate queue
control module 400 and its associated XOFF mask 408 is
necessary for each port 110 1n the PPD 130, only one XON
history register 420 1s necessary to service all four ports 110
in the PPD 130.

¢) Cell Credit Manager 440

The cell credit manager or credit module 440 sets the
XOFFE/XON status of the possible destination ports 110 in the
lookup tables 410, 422 of the XOFF mask 408 and the XO
history register 420. To update these tables 410, 422, the cell
credit manager 440 maintains a cell credit count of every cell
in the 1IMS 180. Every time a cell addressed to a particular
SDA enters and leaves the iIMS 180, the credit module 440 1s
informed by one of the FIMs 160. The cell credit manager 440
maintains separate credit counts for each SDA, with each
count reflecting the number of cells contained within the iIMS
180 for a given SDA. When one of these counts crosses a
threshold value, the cell credit manager 440 causes a driver to
send the appropriate XOFF or XON event 452 to the XOFF
mask 408, the XON history register 420, and the header select
logic 406. In the preferred embodiment, the XOFF event 452
1s a three-part signal identifying the SDA, the new XOFF
status, and a validity signal. If the count gets too low, then that
SDA 1s XOFFed. This means that frame headers for that
destination will be stored 1n the deferred queue 402 and the
data will be held 1n the credit memory 320. After the SDA 1s
XOFFed, the credit module 440 waits for the count for that
SDA to rise to a certain level, and then the SDA 1s XONed.
This allows the detferred queue 402 to send frames to that
destination. The XOFF and XON thresholds can be different
for each individual SDA, and are programmable by the pro-
cessor 124.

Because each cell credit manager 440 1s directly connected
to only to a portion of the FIMs 160 exchanging data with
switch fabric, the preferred embodiment uses a master cell
credit manager 440 to collect cell counts from all FIMs 160.
Each of the other cell credit managers 440 are considered
slave units. These units 440 forward each change for the cell
counts to the master unit, which maintains the credit counts
tor the entire I/O board 120/122. The master unit then informs
all of the other cell credit managers 440 on 1ts board when 1t
1s necessary to send out an XOFF or XON event 452.

4. Detferred Queue 402

As seen 1n FIG. 5, the deferred queue 402 1s comprised of
five major components, a dual port memory 302, a tlag reg-
ister 504, the write pointer logic 506 and 1ts associated
counter, the read pointer logic 508 and 1ts associated counter,
and time stamp logic 510. The dual port memory 502 stores
header information and an address pointer that indicates
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where a frame 1s stored 1n credit memory 320. In the preferred
embodiment, the dual port memory 502 1s a 12832 dual port

RAM. Other configurations would clearly be within the scope
of the present invention. The tlag register 504 1s used for error
status.

The write pointer logic 506 determines when the dual port
memory 502 should be written based on the state 407 of the
queue control module 400 and the defer signal 414 that ori1gi-
nates from the XOFF mask 408. The state 407 can be deter-
mined by examining the deferred_state, backup_state, and
initial_state iputs shown in FIG. 5, which collectively are
referred to as the state signal 407. The write pointer logic 506
will cause the data found on the write data input (w_data) 512
to be written to the dual port memory 502 at the next available
location. This write data 512 is received from the next frame
header output 415 of the XOFF mask 408. The following
header mnformation is stored in the dual port memory 502 for
cach frame 1n the deferred queue 402: a routing reason code
(assigned by the inbound routing module 330); a switch des-
tination address (assigned by IRM 330), and a priority value
(assigned by IRM 330; the location of the frame 1n the credit
memory 320; and the time stamp value indicating when the
frame was submitted to the deferred queue 402.

The read pointer logic 508 determines when the dual port
memory 502 should be read based on the state 407 of the
queue control module 400. Assuming that 1t 1s appropriate to
read data from the deferred queue 402, the def_read signal
514 will be set, and the r_data output 516 will contain the
frame header information for the next frame in the deferred
queue 402.

This set up allows the deferred queue 402 to automatically
write to 1ts dual port memory 502 the header information for
any frame that 1s deferred by the XOFF mask 408. This 1s true
even then queue control module 400 1s 1n the deferred state,
and that header information 1s originating from the deferred
queue 402 itself out of the r_data output 516.

The time stamp compare logic 510 1s used to determine 11
a queue entry has gone “stale”. Whenever a frame 1s deferred,
four bits of the time stamp (contained in the SOF) are written
into the deferred queue 402. The time stamp compare logic
510 contains a current copy of those same four bits. The oldest
entry in the dual port memory 502 1s always kept available at
the output. The stored time stamp 1s continuously compared
to the current time stamp. If the difference ever becomes
greater than two seconds, a timeout signal 1s sent to the
microprocessor 124.

In addition to the def_read signal 514 and the r_data output
516, the detferred queue 402 1s able to signal when it 1s empty
518 or 1ull 520. In addition, the deferred queue 402 can signal
on its defer_done output 521 when 1t has finished the process
of examining all headers 1n 1ts dual port memory 502.

5. Backup Queue 404

The backup queue 404 shown 1n FIG. 6 1s comprised of
four major components, a dual port memory 540, a flag reg-
ister 542, the write pointer logic 544 and 1its associated
counter, and the read pointer logic 546 and its associated
counter. Like the memory 502 in the deferred queue 402, the
dual port memory 540 in the backup queue 404 stores header
information and an address pointer that indicates where a
frame 1s stored 1n credit memory 320. The flag register 542 1s
used for error status.

The write pointer logic 5344 determines when the dual port
should be written based on the state 407 of the queue control
module 400 and the new_1irame signal 348. The inbound
routing module 330 asserts the new_1irame 548 signal to
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indicate that valid heading information is being presented to
the backup queue 404 on 1ts w_data mput 5350.

The read pointer logic 546 uses the state 407 of the queue
control module 400 to determine when the dual port memory
540 should be read. The information read from the memory
540 1s presented on the r_data output 552. The backup queue
404 1s also able to inform the rest of queue control module 400
when 1t 1s empty 554 or full 556.

6. Header Select

As shownin FIG. 7, the header select logic 406 contains the
deferred queue state machine 560 and the next header logic
570. The state machine 560 1s responsible for controlling the
operation of the entire queue control module 400 and 1ts
associated components. The state machine 560 monitors

XOFF/XON events 452 from the cell credit manager 440, the

done signal 521 and the empty signal 518 from the deferred
queue 402, the empty signal 554 from the backup queue 404,
and the gross_xoil signal 522 to determine the current state
407 of the queue control module 400. As can be seen in the
state diagram of FIG. 8, the state machine 560 can be 1n one
of four states: imitial state 700, deferred state 720, backup
state 740, and gross_xoil state 760. These states are described
in more detail below. The state machine 560 1s also able to
assert the update signal 416 necessary for the values 1n the
XON history register 420 to update the values 1n the XOFF
mask 408.

The next header logic provides header information 409 (on
FIG. 4) to the memory read module 350 so that 1t can extract
the approprate frame from the credit memory 320 for trans-
mission 1nto the crossbar fabric 140. More particularly, this
header information 409 includes the destination SDA 582 for
the frame, the read address location 584 of the {frame 1n the
credit memory 320, the priority 586 assigned to the frame by
the inbound routing module 330, and a validity signal 388 that
determines whether the header information 409 currently
being provided by the next header logic 570 1s valid.

7. States 1n the Queue Control Module 400

a) Initial State 700

The queue module 400 begins 1n 1ts 1nitial state 700, which
1s shown 1n more detail 1n FI1G. 9. When 1n this state 700, the
queue module 400 1s able to send mmcoming data packets
directly to the crossbar fabric 140. Information about the
incoming frame 1s presented to the queue control module 400
by the mmbound routing module 330, which provides the
frame’s location 1n credit memory 320, its destination SDA,
and 1ts priority class assignment. When the IRM 330 asserts
the new_Irame signal 548, the queue control module 400
obtains this information in step 702. The SDA received from
the routing module 330 1s then presented to the XOFF mask
408 1n step 704. If the XOFF mask 408 does not find the
destination to be congested in step 706, the packet 1s submit-
ted to the crossbar fabric 140 1n step 708. If the destination 1s
found to be congested 1n step 706, then the packet 1s placed 1n
the deferred queue 402 1n step 710. In both circumstances,
control returns to step 702 where information about the next
frame 1s then received from the routing module 330 and
analyzed.

In this mitial state 400, the queue control module 400 1s
able to send all incoming data frames either directly to the
crossbar fabric 140 or to the deferred queue 402. As seen 1n
FI1G. 8, the state machine 560 remains 1n this 1nitial state 700
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until an XON event 1s received from the cell credit manager
440 on line 4352, or a gross_xoll signal 522 i1s recerved from

the FIM 160.

b) Deterred State 720

When the header select logic 406 notices an XON event
452 changing the congestion status of a port 110 from XOFF
to XON, the state machine 560 enters the deferred state 720.
At this point, the headers 1n the deferred queue 402 are exam-
ined to see 11 this change in congestion status will allow any of
the previously deferred frames to be submitted over the cross-
bar fabric 140. Of course, 11 the deferred queue 402 1s empty,
there 1s no reason for the state machine 560 to enter the
deferred state 720. Thus, the state machine 560 may choose to
enter this state 720 only when the deterred queue 402 1s not
empty. This 1s true whether entering the deferred state 720
from the 1nitial state 700, the backup state 740, or the gross_ x-
oll state 760.

Once the state machine 560 enters the deferred state 720,
two changes take place 1n the functioning of the queue control
module 400, as shown in step 722 o1 FI1G. 10. First, rather than
analyzing the congestion status of all new frames recerved
from the mbound routing module 330 (as was done in the
initial state 700), new frames are now automatically placed on
the backup queue 404. This ensures that previously deferred
frames for a particular destination will be sent over the cross-
bar 140 before any later recerved frames for the same desti-
nation.

Second, the XOFF mask 408 1s no longer updated with
events that would change the state of a congestion port from
XOFF to XON. This can be avoided by mstructing the XOFF
mask 408 to 1gnore such updates while 1n the deferred state
720, or by instructing the cell credit manager 440 to stop
sending such signals to the XOFF mask 408. In a third alter-
native, the XOFF mask 408 can never change values from
XOFF to XON unless the update 416 signal 1s asserted. In this
latter case, all changes 1n the XOFF mask 408 from XOFF
status to XON status pass through the XON history register
420. It a change 1n port status from XOFF to XON were
allowed to take place during the middle of the examination of
the headers 1n the deferred state 720, 1t would be possible for
a frame at the end of the deferred queue 402 to be sent to a
particular destination prior to a frame that was received ear-
lier and 1s nearer the beginning of the deferred queue 402.
This would be unacceptable. However, 11 the status of a port
110 changes during the deferred state 720 from XON to
XOFF, that change 1s immediately reflected 1n the XOFF
mask 408 and will take effect on the analysis of the next frame
header 1n the deferred queue 402. If these XOFF status
changes were not available immediately, the entire contents
of the deferred queue 402 could possibly flood a destination
port 114 that only had room for a single frame.

At step 724, the queue module 400 begins the process of
analyzing all of the packet headers 1n the deferred queue 402
by selecting a frame header. Each time that the deferred state
720 begins, the review of frame headers starts at the top of the
deferred queue 402 with the oldest frame header. At step 726,
the queue module 400 ensures that 1t has not finished analyz-
ing the entire queue 402. Assuming that not all frames 1n the
queue 402 have been analyzed, step 734 compares the switch
destination address for the selected frame with the current
values 1 the XOFF mask 408 to determine whether that
destination 1s still congested. If the destination port 1s not
congested, the packet 1s submitted to the crossbar fabric 140
in step 736 and the frame header 1s deleted from the deferred
queue 402 1n step 737. If the destination 1s still congested, the
packet 1s added back to the deferred queue 402 1n step 738. In
either case, the next frame in the deferred queue 402 1s then
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selected and analyzed in step 724. When this operation 1s
complete, all deferred headers that could not be serviced will
have been written back into the deferred queue 402 1n the

same order that they were read out.

If the status of a switch port 110 changes during the
deferred state 720 from XOFF to XON, that change 1s made
to the XON history register 420 but not immediately to the
XOFF mask 408. The examination of every header in the
deferred queue 402 continues with the old XON status values
in the XOFF mask 408. When this 1s completed, as deter-
mined by step 726, 1t 1s time to update the values in the XOFF
mask 408. In step 728, the update signal 416 1s asserted and
the values 1n the XON history register 420 are applied to the
XOFF mask 408 1n step 730. Step 730 will then determine
whether there had been any XON events during the deferred
state 720 procedure. If so, and assuming the deferred queue
402 1s not empty, 1t 1s necessary to re-examine the deferred
queue 402 with the updated values 1n the XOFF mask 408. To
accomplish this, the deferred state 720 1s entered again, and
the examination of all headers 1n the deferred queue 402 1s
repeated.

It any packets are recerved at the port 110 while the queue
module 400 1s 1n the deferred state, they are stored in the
backup queue 404. When the deferred state has finished
examining all headers 1n the deferred queue 402, and step 730
determines that no XON status events have been received, the
queue control module will then check the status of the backup
queue 404 1n step 732. 11 the backup queue 404 1s empty, the
queue module returns to the 1imitial state 700. If the backup

queue 404 1s not empty, the queue module enters the backup
state 740.

¢) Backup State 740

Frames are entered into the backup queue 404 during the
deferred state 720 and the gross_xoff state 760. As shown 1n
FIG. 8, the backup state 740 1s entered after these two states
720, 760 are completed and data i1s found to exist in the
backup queue 404. Alternatively, the 1initial state could check
the status of the backup queue 404 and 1nitiate the backup
state 740 when necessary. In this alternative embodiment, the
deferred state 720 and the gross_xoif state 760 would simply
return control to the initial state 700 when completed.

The first step 742 of the backup state 740 1s to select the first
frame 1n the backup queue 404. Assuming that the backup
queue 404 1s not empty (step 744), the switch destination
address for this frame will then be compared to the current
status of the XOFF mask 408 1n step 746. I the destination 1s
not congested, as determined by step 748, the frame will be
sent to the crossbar fabric 140 1n step 750. The frame header
will then be deleted from the backup queue 404 1n step 752,
and the next frame header will be selected again 1n step 742.
If step 748 determines that the destination port 1s congested,
the frame will be placed 1n the deferred queue 402 1n step 754,
and the process again returns to step 742.

If there 1s a change 1n the congestion status of any destina-
tion to an XON state, the queue control module 400 wall
immediately leave the backup state 740 enter the deferred
state 720. However, if the queue module 400 completely
empties the backup queue 404 in backup mode without any
port changing to an XON status, as determined in step 744,
the queue module 400 returns to the initial state 700.

d) Gross_ XOFF State 760

If a gross_xoil signal 522 1s received, the input memory
subsystem 180 supporting the crossbar fabric 140 cannot
receive any additional data. The queue control module 400
immediately enters the gross_xoff state 760 regardless of the
state 1t was 1n when the gross_xofl signal 522 was received
(FIG. 8). During this state 760, new frame data can be
received from the inbound routing module 330, as indicated
by the new_1Irame signal 5348. When this occurs, as shown in
the flow chart of FIG. 12, frame information 1s obtained 1n
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step 762. This frame data 1s then stored on the backup queue
404 at step 764. If step 766 determines that the gross_xoff
signal 522 1s still set, the state 760 simple waits for more
information to be received and stored 1n the backup queue 404
at steps 762 and 764. Assuming that step 766 determines that
the gross_xoll signal 522 1s no longer set, the queue control
module 400 enters the 1nitial state 700, the detferred state 720,
or the backup state 740. Step 768 determines whether any
XON events were received over XOFF event line 452 during
the gross_xoil state 760. If so, and the deferred queue 402 1s
not empty, the queue control module 1s placed 1n the deferred
mode 740. If not, step 770 determines whether the backup
queue 404 1s empty. If the backup queue 404 1s empty, the
queue control module 1s put 1n the 1nitial state 700; otherwise
the module 400 1s put 1n the backup state 740.

It will be understood that the different embodiments of the
present invention are not limited to the exact order of the
above-described steps as the timing of these steps may be
interchanged without aifecting the overall operation of the
present invention. Furthermore, the term “comprising” does
not exclude other elements or steps, the terms “a” and “an” do
not exclude a plurality and a single processor or other device
may fulfill the functions of several of the units or circuits
recited 1n the claims. In addition, although the above descrip-
tion of the present mvention was made in the context of a
Fibre Channel switch handling Fibre Channel frames, the
present invention can be used with other data protocols. Con-
sequently, the following claims will use the term “packet”
generically to refer to units of data such as Ethernet frames,
Fibre Channel frames, ATM cells, and the like.

The many features and advantages of the invention are
apparent from the detailed specification, and thus, it 1s
intended by the appended claims to cover all such features
and advantages of the invention that fall within the true spirit
and scope of the invention. Further, since numerous modifi-
cations and variations will readily occur to those skilled 1n the
art, 1t 1s not desired to limit the invention to the exact con-
struction and operation 1llustrated and described, and accord-
ingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may be
resorted to, falling within the scope of the ivention.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method for queuing data packets 1n a switch compris-
ing the steps of:

determiming a switch destination for a first packet, each
packet having a single switch destination;

determining a congestion status for the switch destination;

forwarding the first packet to the switch destination if the
congestion status 1s non-congested;

storing the first packet 1n a deferred queue 11 the congestion
status 1s congested; and

repeating the steps of determining a switch destination,
determining a congestion status and storing the first
packet 1mn a deferred queue 1f the congestion status 1s
congested, such that multiple packets that are routed to a
plurality of different congested switch destinations are
stored 1n the same deferred queue.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:

entering a deferred state wherein the packets in the deferred
queue are examined so as to send packets to their switch
destination 1f their switch destination has a non-con-
gested status.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of:

entering the deferred state when a first switch destination
changes 1ts congestion status from a congested state to a
non-congested state.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising the step of:

using a congestion status mask to determine the congestion
status of the switch destination.
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5. The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of:

during the deferred state, preventing changes 1n the con-
gestion status mask for the switch destination from a
congested status to a non-congested status.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of:

during the deferred state, allowing changes in the conges-

tion status mask for the switch destination from a non-
congested status to a congested status.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein, during the deferred
state, changes 1n the congestion status for the switch destina-
tion from a congested status to a non-congested status are
recorded 1n a history register, and

wherein the history register 1s used to update the conges-

tion status mask after the entire deferred queue 1s exam-
ined.

8. The method of claim 3, wherein, during the deferred
state, packets in the deferred queue are stored back in the
deferred queue if their switch destination has a congested
status, and

wherein such re-storage 1n the deferred queue maintains a

chronological order for packets 1n the queue.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the switch destination 1s
chosen from a set comprising an egress port on the switch and
a processor on the switch.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the data packet 1s of a

format selected from a set comprising a Fibre Channel frame,
an Ethernet frame, and an ATM cell.

11. A data switch comprising;:

an input port that can recerve a data packet having a packet
destination;

a plurality of switch destinations;

a switch fabric for making a switched connection between
the mput port and one of the plurality of switch destina-
tions;

a routing module having a routing table routing between
the packet destination and the one switch destination so
that each data packet has a single switch destination;

indicators containing a congestion status for the plurality
of switch destinations;

a signaling mechanism in communication with the indica-
tors indicating changes in the congestion status;

a deferred queue; and

a queue control module containing logic that places the
data packet 1n the deferred queue 11 the congestion status
of a switch destination 1s congested, and that submiuts the
data packet to the switch fabric i1 the congestion status of
a switch destination 1s not congested, such that multiple
packets that are routed to a plurality of different con-
gested switch destinations are stored in the deferred
queue.

12. The data switch of claim 11, wherein the queue control
module examines packets 1n the deferred queue so as to send
packets to their switch destination 1f their switch destination
has a non-congested status.

13. The data switch of claim 12, wherein the queue control
module begins examining packets in the deferred queue when
a first switch destination changes 1ts congestion status from a
congested state to a non-congested state.

14. The data switch of claim 13, wherein the queue control
module 1includes a congestion status mask used to determine
the congestion status of the switch destination.

15. The data switch of claim 14, wherein the queue control
module prevents changes 1n the congestion status mask for
the switch destination from a congested status to a non-con-
gested status when the queue control module 1s examining
packets 1n the deferred queue.
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16. The data switch of claim 15, wherein the queue control
module allows changes 1n the congestion status mask for the
switch destination from a non-congested status to a congested
status when the queue control module 1s examining packets 1n
the deferred queue.

17. The data switch of claim 16, wherein the queue control
module 1includes a history register and, when the queue con-
trol module 1s examining packets in the deferred queue,
changes 1n the congestion status for the switch destination
from a congested status to a non-congested status are
recorded in the history register, and

wherein the queue control module uses the history register

to update the congestion status mask aiter the entire
deferred queue 1s examined.

18. The data switch of claim 13, wherein the queue control
module stores packets in the deferred queue back in the
deferred queue if their switch destination has a congested
status when the queue control module 1s examining packets 1n
the deferred queue, and

wherein such re-storage in the deferred queue maintains a

chronological order for packets in the deferred queue.

19. The data switch of claim 11, wherein the switch desti-

nation 1s chosen from a set comprising an egress port on the
switch and a processor on the switch.

20. The data switch of claim 11, wherein the data packet 1s
of a format selected from a set comprising a Fibre Channel
frame, an Ethernet frame, and an ATM cell.

21. A method for queuing data packets in a switch com-
prising the steps of:

determining a switch output port for a first packet, each

packet having a single switch output port;

determining a congestion status for the switch output port;

forwarding the first packet to the switch output port if the

congestion status 1s non-congested;

storing the first packet 1n a deferred queue 11 the congestion

status 1s congested; and

repeating the steps of determining a switch output port,

determining a congestion status and storing the first
packet 1n a deferred queue i1 the congestion status is
congested, such that multiple packets that are routed to a
plurality of different congested switch output ports are
stored 1n the same deferred queue.

22. The method of claim 21, further comprising the step of:

entering a deferred state wherein the packets 1n the deferred

queue are examined so as to send packets to their switch
output port if theiwr switch output port has a non-con-
gested status.

23. The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of:

entering the deferred state when a first switch output port

changes 1ts congestion status from a congested state to a
non-congested state.

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of:

using a congestion status mask to determine the congestion

status of the switch output port.

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of:

during the deferred state, preventing changes 1n the con-

gestion status mask for the switch output port from a
congested status to a non-congested status.

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of:

during the deferred state, allowing changes 1n the conges-

tion status mask for the switch output port from a non-
congested status to a congested status.

277. The method of claim 26, wherein, during the deferred
state, changes 1n the congestion status for the switch output
port from a congested status to a non-congested status are
recorded in a history register, and
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wherein the history register 1s used to update the conges-
tion status mask after the entire deferred queue 1s exam-
ined.

28. The method of claim 23, wherein, during the deferred
state, packets in the deferred queue are stored back in the
deferred queue 1f their switch output port has a congested
status, and

wherein such re-storage 1n the deferred queue maintains a

chronological order for packets 1n the queue.

29. The method of claim 21, wherein the data packet 1s of

a format selected from a set comprising a Fibre Channel
frame, an Ethernet frame, and an ATM cell.

30. A data switch comprising:

an 1nput port that can recerve a data packet having a packet
destination;

a plurality of switch output ports;

a switch fabric for making a switched connection between
the mput port and one of the plurality of switch output
ports:

a routing module having a routing table routing between
the packet destination and the one switch output port so
that each data packet has a single switch output port;

indicators containing a congestion status for the plurality
ol switch output ports;

a signaling mechanism in communication with the indica-
tors indicating changes 1n the congestion status;

a deferred queue; and

a queue control module containing logic that places the
data packet 1n the deferred queue 11 the congestion status
of a switch output port 1s congested, and that submiuts the
data packet to the switch fabric it the congestion status of
a switch output port 1s not congested, such that multiple
packets that are routed to a plurality of different con-
gested switch output ports are stored in the deferred
queue.

31. The data switch of claim 30, wherein the queue control
module examines packets in the deferred queue so as to send
packets to their switch output port 1f their switch output port
has a non-congested status.
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32. The data switch of claim 31, wherein the queue control
module begins examining packets in the deferred queue when
a first switch output port changes its congestion status from a
congested state to a non-congested state.

33. The data switch of claim 32, wherein the queue control
module includes a congestion status mask used to determine
the congestion status of the switch output port.

34. The data switch of claim 33, wherein the queue control
module prevents changes 1n the congestion status mask for
the switch output port from a congested status to a non-
congested status when the queue control module 1s examining
packets 1n the deferred queue.

35. The data switch of claim 34, wherein the queue control
module allows changes 1n the congestion status mask for the
switch output port from a non-congested status to a congested
status when the queue control module 1s examining packets 1n
the deferred queue.

36. The data switch of claim 35, wherein the queue control
module 1includes a history register and, when the queue con-
trol module 1s examining packets 1n the deferred queue,
changes 1n the congestion status for the switch output port
from a congested status to a non-congested status are
recorded in the history register, and

wherein the queue control module uses the history register

to update the congestion status mask aiter the entire
deferred queue 1s examined.

377. The data switch of claim 32, wherein the queue control
module stores packets in the deferred queue back in the
deferred queue 1f their switch output port has a congested
status when the queue control module 1s examining packets 1n
the deferred queue, and

wherein such re-storage 1n the deferred queue maintains a

chronological order for packets in the deferred queue.

38. The data switch of claim 30, wherein the data packet 1s
ol a format selected from a set comprising a Fibre Channel
frame, an Ethernet frame, and an ATM cell.
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