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FIG.22A
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CHARACTER HIGHLIGHTING CONTROL
APPARATUS, DISPLAY APPARATUS,
HIGHLIGHTING DISPLAY CONTROL
METHOD, AND COMPUTER PROGRAM

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present mvention contains subject matter related to
Japanese Patent Application JP 2006-127090 filed 1n the
Japanese Patent Office on Apr. 28, 2006, the entire contents of
which being incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE

INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present ivention to be described 1n this specification
relates to a technique for enhancing the visibility of a char-
acter part.

The embodiments of the invention proposed by the present
inventors encompass a character highlighting control appa-
ratus, display apparatus, highlighting display control method,
and computer program.

2. Description of the Related Art

Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 8-320679 discloses a dis-
playing technique for highlighting a specific display area
independently of the other area.

Furthermore, Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 2004-172879
discloses a technique for, 1n reproduction and displaying of a
captured 1mage, highlighting an area specified at the time of
the 1mage capturing.

However, 1n the technique of the former patent document,
a plane 1s specified as the highlighting area. Therefore, even

when highlighting of certain character information 1s desired,
an area 1ncluding also a background part needs to be speci-
fied.

In the techmique of the latter patent document, a highlight-
ing area 1s decided at the time of 1image capturing, and hence
optional specification of any highlighting area 1s difficult.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
character ighlighting control apparatus includes a character
pixel extractor configured to extract a pixel corresponding to
a character part from mnput 1mage data, and a highlighting
degree controller configured to carry out control in such away
that the maximum emission luminance of a display device 1s
linked with mput 1image data, to thereby selectively increase
the emission luminance of an extracted pixel on a display
screen and avoid increase of the emission luminance of a
background part on the display screen.

If the scheme proposed by the present inventors 1s
employed, the emission luminance of a character part can be
selectively increased compared with that of a background part
irrespective of the contents and position of the character part.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagram showing a functional configuration
example of an organic EL display (first embodiment of the
present invention);

FIG. 2 1s a diagram showing an example of a drive circuit
of each pixel;

FI1G. 3 1s a diagram for explaining operation for varying a
light-on period;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 4 1s a diagram for explaining operation for controlling
a supply voltage;

FIG. 5 15 a diagram showing the relationship between the
gamma characteristics of a character part and a background
part employed before increasing of the maximum luminance
by a panel driver;

FIG. 6 15 a diagram showing the relationship between the
gamma characteristics of the character part and the back-
ground part obtained after the increasing of the maximum
luminance by the panel driver;

FIG. 7 1s a diagram showing the relationship between the
gamma characteristics of the character part and the back-
ground part obtained when 1image quality conversion 1s com-
bined with the increasing of the maximum luminance by the
panel driver (first embodiment);

FIG. 8 1s a diagram for explaining a gamma conversion
characteristic employed by an 1image quality converter;

FIG. 9 1s a diagram for explaining the principle of extrac-

tion of character pixels;

FIG. 10 1s a table for explaiming conditions of determina-
tion of character pixels;

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart for explaining the procedure of
processing for determining character pixels;

FIG. 12 15 a diagram showing a screen example displayed
betfore character highlighting;

FIG. 13 1s a diagram showing an example ol highlighting of
a character part when an entire screen 1s defined as a high-
lighting area (first embodiment);

FIG. 14 1s a diagram showing an example ol highlighting of
a character part when a part of a screen 1s defined as a high-
lighting area (first embodiment);

FIG. 15 1s a diagram showing a functional configuration
example of an organic EL display (second embodiment of the
ivention);

FIG. 16 1s a diagram for explaining a gamma conversion
characteristic employed by an 1image quality converter;

FIG. 17 1s a diagram showing the relationship between the
gamma characteristics of a character part and a background
part obtained when 1mage quality conversion 1s combined
with increasing of the maximum luminance by a panel driver
(second embodiment);

FIG. 18 1s a diagram showing a screen example displayed
betore character highlighting;

FIG. 19 1s a diagram showing an example ol highlighting of
a character part when an entire screen 1s defined as a high-
lighting area (second embodiment);

FIG. 20 1s a diagram showing an example of highlighting of
a character part when a part of a screen 1s defined as a high-
lighting area (second embodiment);

FIG. 21 1s a diagram showing another functional configu-
ration example of an organic EL display;

FIGS. 22A and 22B are diagrams for explaiming other
examples of specitying of a highlighting area;

FIGS. 23A and 23B are diagrams for explaining examples
of application to another electronic apparatus; and

FIGS. 24A and 24B are diagrams for explaining examples
of application to another electronic apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PR.
EMBODIMENTS

L1
=]

ERRED

Highlighting techniques relating to the embodiment of the
present invention will be described below.

Well-known or publicly-known techniques in the related
technical field may be applied to features that are not illus-
trated or described 1n the present specification.
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It should be noted that the following embodiments are
merely one embodiment example of the invention, and the
invention 1s not limited thereto.

(A) First Embodiment

In a first embodiment of the invention, an organic EL panel
as one example of a self-luminous display 1s employed as a
display device.

(A-1) System Configuration

FIG. 1 shows a functional configuration example of an
organic EL display that has a function to highlight a character
part. An organic EL display 1 shown in FIG. 1 includes an
organic EL panel module 3, a panel driver S, and a character
highlighting controller 7.

(a) Organic EL Panel Module

The organic EL panel module 3 1s a display device in which
display pixels of the three basic primary colors (R, G, B) are
arranged 1n a matrix. The respective basic primary colors are
generated by organic EL light-emitting elements.

FIG. 2 shows an example of a drive circuit for controlling
the emission operation of the organic EL element.

A drive circuit 30 1s disposed at the intersection between a
data line and a scan line. The drive circuit 30 1includes a data
switch element T1, a capacitor C1, a current supply element
12, and an emission period control element T3.

The data switch element T1 1s a transistor that controls
capturing of a voltage value supplied from the data line. The
capturing timings are line-sequentially given through the scan
lines.

The capacitor C1 1s an element that holds the captured
voltage value during one frame period. The use of the capaci-
tor C1 realizes field-sequential driving.

The current supply element T2 1s a transistor that supplies
a drive current dependent upon the voltage value of the
capacitor C1 to an organic EL light-emitting element D1.

The emission period control element T3 1s a transistor that
controls supply and stop of the drive current to the organic EL
light-emitting element D1.

The emission period control element T3 1s disposed in
series to the supply path of the drive current. The organic EL
light-emitting element D1 emits light during the period when
the emission period control element T3 1s ON. In contrast, the
organic EL. light-emitting element D1 does not emit light
during the period when the emission period control element
13 1s OFF.

In this example, the switching ON/OFF of the emission
period control element T3 1s realized by a light-on (emission)
period control signal.

The light-on period control signal 1s produced by the panel
driver 5. The production of the light-on period control signal
1s based on a peak luminance control signal supplied from the
character highlighting controller 7.

In this circuit configuration, adjustment of the maximum
luminance of the display screen can be realized through
adjustment of the emission period of the organic EL light-
emitting elements D1.

FIG. 3 shows one example of the light-on period control
signal for controlling the operating state of the emission
period control element T3. FIG. 3A shows a vertical synchro-
nous signal as a timing signal. The period between vertical
pulses corresponds to one frame period.

FIGS. 3B and 3C show the light-on period control signal.
The light-on period control signal controls the ratio of the
period during which the organic EL light-emitting element
D1 emits light to one frame period. In this embodiment, the
“L” level period 1s equivalent to the light-on time. Therefore,
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the panel driver 5 varies and controls the “L” level period
(emission period) of the light-on period control signal so that
the maximum luminance defined by the light-on period con-
trol signal can be achieved.

The maximum luminance of the display screen can be
adjusted also through increase/decrease of a supply voltage
Vcce of the drnive circuit or increase/decrease of a supply
voltage Vcc of a digital/analog conversion circuit.

FIG. 4 shows an example of supply of the voltage Vcc. FIG.
4 A shows the supply voltage Vce employed before highlight-
ing of a character part (at the time of normal displaying). FIG.
4B shows the supply voltage Vcc employed during highlight-
ing of a character part.

By increasing the supply voltage Vcc as shown 1n FIG. 4B,
the amount of the current that flows through the organic EL
light-emitting element D1 can be increased, and the maxi-
mum amplitude of an analog voltage applied to the data line
can be increased. As a result, the emission luminance on the
display screen can be controlled so that 1t can be higher 1n
response to supply of the same grayscale value.

(b) Panel Driver

The panel driver 5 1s a circuit device that generates a drive
signal and a drive voltage necessary for driving of the organic
EL panel module 3.

The drive signal encompasses not only a horizontal scan
pulse, vertical scan pulse, light-on period control signal, and
other drive pulses but also an analog voltage generated based
on mput 1mage data (grayscale value).

In addition, the drive voltage encompasses not only the
supply voltages Vcc of the drive circuits corresponding to the
respective organic EL light-emitting elements but also the
supply voltage Vcc of the digital/analog conversion circuit
that generates an analog voltage to be applied to the data line.

The panel driver 5 performs operation of setting, of these
drive signals and drive voltages, parameters to be used for
control of the maximum luminance based on the peak lumi-
nance control signal.

(¢) Character Highlighting Controller

The character highlighting controller 7 1s a processing
device that implements a processing function to realize high-
lighting. In this highlighting, the light emission luminance 1s
increased for, of the display screen, a character part that exists
in a specific area specified in linkage with displayed content
of an application program.

The character lighlighting controller 7 includes a high-
lighting degree controller 701, an 1image quality converter
703, an 1mage quality selector 705, and a character pixel
extractor 707.

The highlighting degree controller 701 executes process-
ing for determining the degree of increase 1n the maximum
luminance based on a highlighting degree signal supplied
from the external, and processing for determining the degree
of gamma conversion by the image quality converter 703.

The highlighting degree signal indicates the degree of
highlighting of a character part and 1s specified 1n linkage
with displayed content of an application program.

The highlighting degree controller 701 controls the driving,
condition of the panel driver 5 depending on the determined
increase degree of the maximum luminance. The driving con-
dition differs depending on the method for adjustment of the
maximum luminance.

Specifically, 1f the maximum luminance 1s adjusted
through increase/decrease in the emission period length, the
highlighting degree controller 701 outputs the light-on period
control signal to the panel driver 5. If the maximum lumi-
nance 1s adjusted through increase/decrease in the supply
voltage Vcc of the drive circuit or increase/decrease 1n the
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supply voltage Vcc of the digital/analog conversion circuit,
the highlighting degree controller 701 outputs the supply
voltage Vcc or a control signal for the voltage Vcc to the panel
driver 3.

However, the increasing of the maximum luminance by the
panel driver 3 acts on the entire screen. That 1s, the maximum
luminance of the entire screen 1s uniformly increased without
a distinction between a character part and a background part.
FIG. 5 shows the gamma characteristics of a character part
and a background part employed before increase 1in the maxi-
mum luminance. FIG. 6 shows the gamma characteristics of
the character part and the background part obtained after the
increase 1n the maximum luminance. As shown in FIG. 6,
merely increasing the entire maximum luminance does not
lead to enhancement in the contrast between the character
part and the background part.

To address this, the highlighting degree controller 701
outputs a control signal for a gamma conversion characteris-
tic to the image quality converter 703 so that the maximum
luminance of the background part may be the same as that
employed betfore highlighting of the character part (may not
change). Specifically, the highlighting degree controller 701
outputs the gamma conversion characteristic control signal
for canceling, for the background part, the effect of the maxi-
mum luminance increase by the panel driver 5 as shown in
FIG. 7.

In this manner, the gamma conversion characteristic con-
trol signal serves to decrease the maximum luminance of
input image data by the amount of the maximum luminance
increase due to the highlighting degree control signal.

As described above, the amount of the maximum lumi-
nance decrease 1s determined 1n linkage with the amount of
the maximum luminance increase.

The image quality converter 703 1s a processing device that
uniformly decreases the grayscale values of input image data
based on the gamma conversion characteristic control signal.
The target of the grayscale conversion 1s mput 1mage data
corresponding to all pixels.

FIG. 8 shows execution of the gamma conversion opera-
tion. In FIG. 8, the gamma characteristic before gamma con-
version 1s indicated by the dashed line, while that after the
gamma conversion 1s indicated by the full line.

As shown i FIG. 8, the image quality converter 703 totally
lowers the luminance levels, which are associated with gray-
scale values, 1n such a way that the maximum luminance 1s
decreased while the characteristic of the gamma curve 1s kept
the same (without change of the gamma values).

The 1image quality selector 705 1s a processing device that
selectively outputs either one of original input image data and
input 1mage data resulting from gamma conversion (referred
to also as “before-gamma-conversion mput image data™ and
“after-gamma-conversion mput image data”, respectively,
hereinatfter).

The selection of 1image data 1s executed on a pixel basis
under control by the character pixel extractor 707. The image
quality selector 705 selects belore-gamma-conversion input
image data for a pixel position corresponding to a character
part and selects after-gamma-conversion input image data for
a pixel position corresponding to a background part.

The character pixel extractor 707 1s a processing device
that executes processing for extracting pixels each corre-
sponding to a character (referred to as “character pixel”,
hereinafter) as the target of highlighting from input image
data and processing for controlling the selection operation of
the image quality selector 705 based on the extraction result.

An area specified by highlighting area information 1s
searched for the character pixels as the highlighting target.
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The highlighting area information 1s specified in linkage with
displayed content by an application program that supplies
input 1mage data. The highlighting area may be the entire
screen, or alternatively may be independent one or plural
partial areas.

As described above, the character pixel extractor 707
extracts on a pixel basis a character part that exists 1n a
highlighting area. F1G. 9 1s an enlarged view showing a screen
area including character pixels. Each rectangular region cor-
responds to a single pixel. In FIG. 9, character pixels are
indicated by white blocks, while pixels as a background part
are indicated by hatched blocks.

The character pixel extractor 707 makes a determination on
a pixel basis as to whether or not the determination-target
pixel 1s a character pixel. As shown by the arrowheads 1n FIG.
9, the determination processing 1s executed from the upper-
left of the screen 1n the same order as the transmission order
of the mput 1mage data.

Initially, the character pixel extractor 707 determines
whether or not a determination-target pixel 1s included 1n the
highlighting area.

If the determination-target pixel exists outside the high-
lighting area, the character pixel extractor 707 uncondition-
ally determines that the determination-target pixel 1s a back-
ground part.

In contrast, 1f the determination-target pixel exists in the
highlighting area, the character pixel extractor 707 deter-
mines whether or not the determination-target pixel 1s a char-
acter pixel based on the following two determination criteria:
“the grayscale value of the determination-target pixel” and
“the difference 1n the grayscale between the determination-
target pixel and the previous pixel in the transmission order™.

The reason why these two 1tems are employed as the deter-
mination criteria 1s that, in general, the situation 1n which a
character part 1s hughlighted will be caused at the time of
displaying of an intentionally-prepared screen, such as a
menu screen made by an application (program or apparatus).

Another reason 1s that the displayed content of a back-
ground part and a character part will be designed compara-
tively flexibly.

Further another reason 1s that a character part 1s displayed
with a luminance higher than that for a background part and
the character part 1s displayed with the same grayscale value
in general.

It would be possible that designed colors and so on are also
different in an actual display screen. However, the possibility
that these conditions are substantially satisfied in a screen in
which a character part 1s highlighted will be high. Therefore,
the present mventors employ “grayscale value” and “gray-
scale difference with respect to the previous pixel in the
transmission order” as the determination criteria.

Of these two determination criteria, the “grayscale value”
1s used 1n order to determine whether or not the grayscale
value of a determination-target pixel matches the grayscale
value used for character displaying. In this embodiment, the
grayscale value as a determination condition 1s defined as
“X”. It 1s desirable to determine the grayscale value X by
taking 1nto consideration not only the expected grayscale
value of a character pixel but also the existence of noise.

For example, 1T a character part is displayed as white (100%
luminance) and the grayscale value 1s represented by eight
bits, the grayscale value X 1s set to “250” also in consideration
of “five” grayscales for noise.

I1 there 1s a possibility that plural grayscale values are used
for character displaying, plural grayscale values X may be
prepared.
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Furthermore, 1t 1s also possible to use separate grayscale
values X depending on the color and so on. In this case, a
group of grayscale values 1s prepared for each of the colors
(RGB).

The other determination criterion “grayscale difference
with respect to the previous pixel in the determination order”™
1s used 1n order to detect an edge between a background part
and a character part. The number of kinds of edge 1s two: a
start edge and an end edge. In this embodiment, the condition
relating to the grayscale difference used for detection of a
start edge 1s defined as “+Y or more”. Furthermore, the con-
dition relating to the grayscale difference used for detection
of an end edge 1s defined as “+1 or more™.

In general, a luminance difference more than a certain
value will exist at the boundary between a background part
and a character part. The following forms are typically used
tor character displaying for example: a form 1n which a char-
acter 1s displayed on a display area having a flat grayscale
(background); and a form 1n which a transparent background
1s superimposed on any display screen and a character 1s
displayed on the transparent background. In any form, at the
time of displaying of a menu screen, a luminance difference
more than a certain value will exist between a character part
and a surrounding background part.

As the determination condition for the luminance differ-
ence, the grayscale difference Y for the determination 1is
defined based on the start-edge grayscale difference that has
been known 1n advance based on an application (program or
apparatus).

The grayscale difference Y serves as a criterion of extrac-
tion of a pixel corresponding to shuft from a dark background
part to a luminous character part. Therefore, the grayscale
differenceY 1s represented as a grayscale value having a sign.
Specifically, 1t 1s represented as “+Y . For example, when the
average grayscale value of an image 1s about 30%, a pixel of
which grayscale difference from the previous pixel 1s 70%
(from 30% to 100%) 1s determined as a start edge.

At this time, the grayscale diflerence Y 1s equivalent to a
grayscale difference of “+178” or more when a grayscale
value 1s represented by eight bits. However, an actual average
grayscale value ivolves some degree of vanation. Therelore,
some margin 1s also taken into consideration actually. Spe-
cifically, 1n the above-described example, the grayscale dii-
ferenceY for determination of a start edge 1s set to “+130”. In
FIG. 10, the condition where these two determination condi-
tions are simultaneously satisfied 1s defined as condition A.

The character pixel extractor 707 extracts pixels that sat-
1sTy condition A as pixels offering a start edge (1in FIG. 9 for
example, the pixels 2, 2', 2", and 4" at the positions (line n-1,
columnm-1), (line n, column m-1), (line n+1, column m-1),
and (line n+1, column m+1), respectively).

After the determination of the pixels offering a start edge,
the character pixel extractor 707 starts processing for deter-
mimng pixels offering an end edge. The determination of the
pixels offering an end edge 1s carried out depending on
whether or not the grayscale difference with respect to the
previous pixel 1s smaller than “+7”. The grayscale difference
“+/7 1s setto e.g. “+1” when a grayscale value 1s represented
by eight bits. The character pixel extractor 707 determines
pixels from a start-edge pixel to a pixel previous to a pixel that
satisiies the end-edge condition as character pixels.

The reason why the grayscale difference condition for end
edge detection 1s set smaller than “£7” 1s that the grayscale
values of character pixels will be constant 1n general. That 1s,
the reason 1s that the occurrence of a grayscale difference with
respect to the previous pixel will allow a determination that a
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character part has fimished at the previous pixel. In FIG. 10,
the condition where this determination condition 1s satisfied
1s defined as condition B.

The character pixel extractor 707 extracts pixels that sat-
1siy condition B as pixels offering an end edge (in FI1G. 9 for
example, the pixels 3, 4', 3", and 5" at the positions (line n—1,
column m), (line n, column m+1), (line n+1, column m), and
(line n+1, column m+2), respectively). The pixels until the
pixel previous to the pixel offering an end edge correspond to
a character part, and the pixel determined as the end edge 1s
processed as a background part.

By using these “condition A” and “condition B”, the char-
acter pixel extractor 707 surely extracts a background part
and a character part.

The determination 1s based on the premise that the above-
described various set values such as “X”, “+Y”’, and “+7” are
changed depending on a program or apparatus.

A scheme 1n which a pixel previous to a pixel correspond-
ing to start of character displaying 1s necessarily displayed as
black 1s also effective for further enhancement of accuracy of
character part extraction.

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart showing the procedure of the deter-
mination processing by the character pixel extractor 707.

Initially, the character pixel extractor 707 determines
whether or not a determination-target pixel 1s included 1n a
highlighting area (S1).

If “No” 1s obtained 1n the determination processing S1, the
character pixel extractor 707 unconditionally determines that
the determination-target pixel 1s a background part.

I1 “Yes™ 1s obtained 1n the determination processing S1, the
character pixel extractor 707 determines whether or not the
previous pixel 1s a character part (S2).

I1 the previous pixel 1s a character part (11 “Yes” 1s obtained
in the step S2), the character pixel extractor 707 determines
whether or not the grayscale diflerence with respect to the
previous pixel 1s smaller than “+7” (83). The character pixel
extractor 707 determines that the determination-target pixel 1s
a “character part” 1f “Yes” 1s obtained 1n the determination
processing S3, and determines that 1t 1s a “background part™ 1t
“No” 1s obtained 1n the step S3.

If the previous pixel 1s not a character part (if “No™ 1s
obtained 1n the step S2), the character pixel extractor 707
determines whether or not the grayscale difference with
respect to the previous pixel 1s “+Y” or more (S4). If “No” 1s
obtained 1n the determination processing S4, the character
pixel extractor 707 determines that the determination-target
pixel 1s a “background part”. In contrast, 11 “Yes” 1s obtained
in the determination processing S4, the character pixel extrac-
tor 707 determines whether or not the grayscale value of the
determination-target pixel 1s “X” or more (S5).

The character pixel extractor 707 determines that the deter-
mination-target pixel 1s a “character part” if “Yes™ 1s obtained
in the determination processing S5, and determines that it 1s a
“background part” 11 “No” 1s obtained 1n the step S5.

(A-2) Highlighting Examples

Images of highlighting of a character part will be shown
below with use of FIGS. 12 to 14.

FIG. 12 shows an example of a display screen obtained
betfore execution of highlighting. That 1s, this screen displays
an original 1mage. A menu screen 1s displayed on the entire
screen. In this example, the background part has a 30% lumi-
nance while the character part has a 100% luminance.

FIG. 13 shows an example of a display screen when high-
lighting of a character part 1s carried out with the entire screen
defined as a highlighting area.

The luminance of the character part (surrounded by the
dashed line) 1s increased by 30% with respect to the before-
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highlighting maximum luminance. That 1s, the maximum
luminance 1s increased to a 130% luminance. In contrast, the
luminance of the background part 1s kept the same as the
before-highlighting luminance. As a result, the contrast
between the character part and the background part i1s
enhanced, which allows a user to recognize the character part
more surely.

FIG. 14 shows an example of a display screen when high-
lighting of a character part 1s carried out with a partial area
surrounded by the dashed line defined as a highlighting area.

In this example, the luminance of the character part sur-
rounded by the dashed line 1s increased by 30% with respect
to the before-highlighting maximum luminance, while the
luminance of the other character part 1s kept the same as the
before-highlighting luminance. In this case, the character part
other than that on the one row specified as the highlighting
area 1s treated as the background part.

As a result, the selected character part 1s highlighted so as
to be displayed 1n a more noticeable form compared with the
other character part.

The 1image area determined as the background part 1s so
subjected to gamma conversion at the time of data processing
that the grayscale range thereof 1s compressed. However, the
grayscale range 1s returned to that of the original image
through the effect of the maximum luminance increase
executed by the panel driver 5. Therefore, the image quality of
the background part 1s not deteriorated.

(A-3) Advantageous Elfects

As described above, using this displaying function allows
selective increase of the emission luminance of pixels corre-
sponding to a character part in a specified highlighting area.

This enhances usability for a user because the visibility of
character information tends to increase as the contrast
between the character information and the surrounding area
becomes higher. When there 1s a need to view a screen under
an outdoor or bright surrounding environment in particular,
the feature that a character part 1s clearly displayed 1s advan-
tageous not only 1n enhancement of usability but also in
enlargement of the use range.

The 1ncrease 1n the maximum luminance inevitably leads
to increase in the power consumption. However, 1 this
embodiment, pixels of which maximum luminance 1is
increased can be limited to pixels serving as a character part.
Therefore, the increase in the power consumption can be
suppressed to the necessary minimum.

Hence, when this function 1s incorporated 1n an electronic
apparatus driven by a battery, displayed information can be
viewed easily without significant shortening of 1ts driving,
time.

In addition, the circuit scale and arnithmetic operation
amount necessary for realization of this displaying technique
may be small. This allows the character highlighting control-
ler 7 to be incorporated as a part of an integrated circuit such
as a timing generator. Such a configuration 1s advantageous 1n
terms ol the manufacturing thereof because the provision of
the character highlighting controller 7 has no effect on exist-
ing peripheral circuits.

(B) Second Embodiment

A description will be made below about an improved con-
figuration that allows further enhancement of the visibility of
a character part and reduction 1n power consumption.

The visibility of a character part 1s basically 1n proportion
to the contrast between the character part and a surrounding,
background part. Furthermore, 1n the case of a display device
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in which self-luminous display elements are arranged, the
power consumption 1s 1n proportion to the brightness of the
screen.

Therefore, 1n a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the after-highlighting screen luminance of a background
part 1s aggressively decreased so as to be lower than the
betore-highlighting screen luminance of the background part,
to thereby simultaneously realize contrast enhancement and
power consumption decrease.

(B-1) System Configuration

FIG. 15 shows a functional configuration example of an
organic EL display to which this kind of function 1s added.
The same components in FIG. 15 as those 1n FIG. 1 are given
the same numerals.

As shown 1 FIG. 15, the basic block configuration of an

organic EL display 11 i1s the same as that of the organic EL
display 1 shown in FIG. 1.

The difference therebetween 1s a way of determining a
gamma conversion characteristic control signal supplied
from a highlighting degree controller 709 to the image quality
converter 703.

In the first embodiment, the amount of the maximum lumi-
nance decrease 1s so defined that the maximum luminance of
input 1image data 1s decreased by the same amount as the
amount of the maximum luminance increase based on a high-
lighting degree control signal. On the other hand, 1n the sec-
ond embodiment, a larger decrease amount 1s 1ndicated.

FIG. 16 shows an example of gamma conversion operation
executed by the image quality converter 703. In FIG. 16, the
gamma characteristic before gamma conversion 1s indicated
by the dashed line, while that after the gamma conversion 1s
indicated by the full line. In addition, the after-conversion
gamma characteristic in the first embodiment 1s indicated by
the dashed-dotted line.

As shown 1 FIG. 16, the highlighting degree controller
709 1n this embodiment sets the amount of the decrease in the
luminance level through gamma conversion larger than high-
lighting degree.

As a result, the emission luminance characteristics of the
respectlve parts viewed on the display screen become those
shown 1n FIG. 17. In FIG. 17, the gamma characteristic of a
character part 1s indicated by the tull line, while that of a
background part 1s indicated by the dashed line.

As 1s apparent from FIG. 17, in this embodiment, the
maximum luminance of the background part 1s decreased to a
value lower than 100% with respect to the before-highlight-
ing maximum luminance. Therefore, the contrast between the
background part and the character part 1s enhanced.

(B-2) Highlighting Examples

Images of highlighting of a character part will be shown
below with use of FIGS. 18 to 20.

FIG. 18 shows an example of a display screen obtained
before execution of highlighting. That 1s, this screen displays
an original image. A menu screen 1s displayed on the entire
screen. Basically, the background part has a 30% luminance,
while the character part has a 100% luminance.

FIG. 19 shows an example of a display screen when high-
lighting of a character part 1s carried out with the entire screen
defined as a highlighting area.

The luminance of the character part (surrounded by the
dashed line) 1s increased by 30% with respect to the before-
highlighting maximum luminance. In contrast, the luminance
of the background part is decreased to about 10% with respect
to the before-highlighting maximum luminance, 1.¢., to about
one-third of the before-highlighting luminance. As a result,
the luminance difference between the character part and the
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background part 1s increased by 20% compared with 1n the
firstembodiment, and hence a user 1s allowed to recognize the

character part more surely.

FI1G. 20 shows an example of a display screen when high-
lighting of a character part 1s carried out with a partial area
surrounded by the dashed line defined as a highlighting area.

In this example, the luminance of the character part sur-
rounded by the dashed line 1s increased by 30% with respect
to the before-highlighting maximum luminance, while the
luminance of the other character part 1s decreased to about
one-third of the before-highlighting luminance. In this case,
the highlighted character part 1s displayed as i1 the one row
specified 1n the highlighting area was irradiated with spot-
light, which allows the character part to be recognized more
surely.

(B-3) Advantageous Effects

As described above, using this displaying function can
turther enhance the contrast between a character part and a
background part, which allows the character information to
be recognized more easily and surely. This embodiment 1s
more elfective when there 1s a need to view the character
information under an outdoor or bright surrounding environ-
ment 1n particular.

In addition, this embodiment can aggressively lower the
emission luminance of a background part that occupies most
of the screen compared with the before-highlighting lumi-
nance.

Theretfore, the effect of power consumption decrease 1s
achieved. If the emission luminance of a background part 1s
significantly decreased like in this embodiment, the power
consumption can be even made lower than the before-high-
lighting power consumption.

That 1s, effective reduction 1n power consumption can also
be achieved 1n addition to enhancement of the visibility of a
character part.

Consequently, 1t this displaying function 1s incorporated in
various terminal apparatuses driven by a battery, character
information can be viewed easily and a greatly increased
driving time can be achieved.

When the organic EL display 1s supplied with power
through an AC power supply, an advantageous efiect of sav-
ing electrical costs can be achieved.

In addition, because lower power consumption leads to a
smaller amount of heat generation, this embodiment 1s effec-
tive also for reduction 1n costs of the entire device including a

heat sink.

(C) Other Embodiments

(a) In the above-described embodiments, the entire screen
1s collectively subjected to grayscale conversion by the image
quality converter, and then the subsequent-stage 1mage qual-
ity selector selectively outputs either one of the before-con-
version grayscale values and the after-conversion grayscale
values.

Alternatively, a configuration like an organic EL display 21
shown in FIG. 21 1s also available. Specifically, in this display
21, the function to switch the image quality 1s implemented 1n
an 1mage quality converter 711.

In this example, the image quality converter 711 executes
image conversion processing different for each pixel based on
a highlighting area switch signal supplied from a character
pixel extractor 707.

Specifically, for a character part, the image quality con-
verter 711 outputs the grayscale values of input image data as
they are. For a background part, the image quality converter
711 subjects the grayscale values of the iput image data to
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gamma conversion so that the maximum luminance may be
decreased. This system configuration can also offer the same
advantages as those by the above-described embodiments.

(b) In the above-described embodiments, a menu screen 1s
shown as an example of a screen 1n which a highlighting area
1s specified 1n linkage with displayed content of an applica-
tion program. For example, the function to highlight a char-
acter part may be used for an entity representing an operation
target, such as a button, 1con, or title bar. That 1s, a specific
button, icon, or the like may be highlighted as a character part.

Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 22A, a numeric part may be
highlighted 1n a screen indicating the time. In addition, as
shown 1 FIG. 22B, a symbol part may be highlighted 1n a
screen indicating a remaining battery capacity.

That 1s, a pattern indicating the time or a remaining battery
capacity may be highlighted as a character part.

(¢) In the above-described embodiments, an organic EL
display 1s shown as one example of a self-luminous display.
However, the embodiment can be applied also to other seli-
luminous displays. Specifically, the embodiment can be
applied also to e.g. field emission displays (FEDs), inorganic
EL displays, and LED panels.

Furthermore, the highlighting technique of the embodi-
ment can be applied not only to self-luminous displays but
also to various non-self-luminous displays. For example, the
embodiment can be applied to a liquid crystal panel display.

In the case of a liquid crystal display, the panel driver 5
executes control operation for increasing the light amount of
a backlight light source based on a highlighting degree signal.

When the embodiment 1s applied to a non-self-luminous
display, the display 1s difficult to achieve the effects of mini-
mization ol power consumption increase and aggressive
power saving.

However, similarly to a self-luminous display, the non-
self-luminous display will also achieve the advantage of
enhancing the visibility of a character part by increasing the
emission luminance of the character part to thereby increase
the contrast between the character part and a background part.

(d) In the above-described embodiments, the function to
selectively increase the emission luminance of a character
part 1s incorporated 1n an organic EL display.

However, this function to selectively increase the emission
luminance of a character part can be incorporated 1n various
clectronic apparatuses that include or control a self-luminous
display.

Examples of the electronic apparatuses include a com-
puter, printing device, video camera, digital camera, game
apparatus, portable information terminal (portable computer,
cell phone, portable game apparatus, electronic book, etc.),
clock, image reproducing device (e.g., optical disc device and
home server).

Each of the electronic apparatuses includes a case, signal
processor (MPU), and external interface as 1ts common con-
figuration, and 1s combined with a peripheral device depen-
dent upon its product form.

For example, a cell phone or another electronic apparatus
having a communication function includes a transmission/
reception circuit and antenna in addition to the above-de-
scribed components.

FIG. 23 A shows a schematic configuration example of this
kind of electronic apparatus. In this example, an electronic
apparatus 1001 includes a signal processor 1003, an operating
part 1005, a communication umt 1007, and a display panel
1009.

A game apparatus, electronic book or another electronic
apparatus having a storage medium includes a drive circuit for
the storage medium and so on 1n addition to the above-de-




US 8,373,726 B2

13

scribed components. FIG. 23B shows a schematic configura-
tion example of this kind of electronic apparatus. In this
example, an electronic apparatus 1101 includes a signal pro-
cessor 1103, an operating part 1105, a medium driver 1107,
and a display panel 1109.

A printing device includes a printing unit 1n addition to the
above-described components. As the printing unit, the opti-
mum unit 1s incorporated depending on the printing method.
Examples of the printing method include a laser method and
an 1nkjet method. FIG. 24 A shows a schematic configuration
example of this kind of electronic apparatus.

In this example, an electronic apparatus 1201 includes a
signal processor 1203, an operating part 1205, a printing unit
1207, and a display panel 1209.

A video camera or digital camera includes 1n addition to the
above-described components a camera unit and a write circuit
for storing captured video data 1n a storage medium.

FI1G. 24B shows a schematic configuration example of this
kind of electronic apparatus.

In this example, an electronic apparatus 1301 includes a
signal processor 1303, an operating part 1305, an 1mager
1307, and a display panel 1309.

It should be obvious that when an electronic apparatus
including a battery 1s provided with the function to allow
selective highlighting of a character part, the driving time of
the apparatus can be extended.

In addition, when an electronic apparatus employing an
clectrical outlet 1s provided with the function to selectively
increase the emission luminance of a character part, the elec-
trical costs can be saved.

(¢) In the above description of the embodiments, the tech-
nique that allows selective highlighting of a character part has
been explained from a functional standpoint. It will be obvi-
ous that the equivalent function can be realized both by hard-
ware and by software.

All ofthese processing functions may be realized by one of
hardware and software. Alternatively, a part of the functions
may be realized by the other of the hardware and software.
That 1s, a combination between hardware and software 1s also
available.

(1) Various modifications might be incorporated in the
above-described embodiments without departing from the
scope of the present invention. In addition, various modifica-
tions and applications that are created or combined based on
the description of the present specification are also available.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A character highlighting control apparatus comprising:

means for controlling driving of a display screen such that

a maximum emission luminance of the display screen 1s
increased based on information that specifies a high-
lighting degree 1n selective highlighting of a character
part,

means for selectively extracting a pixel corresponding to a

character part from 1nput 1image data;

means for producing converted mnput 1mage data by uni-

formly decreasing grayscale values of the input 1mage
data corresponding to an entire display screen depend-
ing on the information specifying the highlighting
degree; and

means for selectively outputting, on a pixel basis under

control of the means for selectively extracting the pixel,
input 1mage data that has not been converted by the
means for uniformly decreasing grayscale values for a
pixel position corresponding to the character part and
converted input image data resulting from conversion by
the means for uniformly decreasing grayscale values for
a pixel position corresponding to a background part.
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2. A display apparatus comprising;:

a display device having a display screen;

a highlighting degree controller configured to control driv-
ing of the display screen such that a maximum emission
luminance of the display screen is increased based on
information that specifies a highlighting degree 1n selec-

tive highlighting of a character part;

a character pixel extractor configured to selectively extract
a pixel corresponding to a character part from nput
image data;

an 1mage quality converter configured to produce con-

verted input 1image data by uniformly decreasing gray-
scale values of the input image data corresponding to an
entire display screen depending on the information
speciiying the highlighting degree; and

an 1mage quality selector configured to selectively output,

on a pixel basis under control of the character pixel
extractor, input 1image data that has not been converted
by the 1mage quality converter for a pixel position cor-
responding to the character part and converted input
image data resulting from conversion by the 1image qual-
ity converter for a pixel position corresponding to a
background part.

3. A processor including a memory, the memory config-
ured to store instructions executable by the processor to per-
form operations comprising:

controlling driving of a display screen such that a maxi-

mum emission luminance of the display screen 1s
increased based on information that specifies a high-
lighting degree 1n selective highlighting of a character
part;

extracting selectively a pixel corresponding to a character

part from 1nput 1mage data;

producing converted input image data by uniformly

decreasing grayscale values of the input image data
based on the information speciiying the highlighting
degree; and

outputting selectively, on a pixel basis, imnput 1image data

that has not been converted for a pixel position corre-
sponding to the character part and converted input image
data for a pixel position corresponding to a background
part.

4. A computer program product for controlling highlight-
ing of a character part displayed on a display device, the
computer program product stored on a non-transitory com-
puter-readable medium and adapted to perform operations
comprising;

controlling driving of a display screen such that a maxi-

mum emission luminance of the display screen 1is
increased based on information that specifies a high-
lighting degree 1n selective highlighting of a character
part;

extracting selectively a pixel corresponding to a character

part from input image data;

producing converted mput image data by uniformly

decreasing grayscale values of the input image data
based on the information speciiying the highlighting
degree; and

outputting selectively, on a pixel basis, imnput 1image data

that has not been converted for a pixel position corre-
sponding to the character part and converted input image
data for a pixel position corresponding to a background
part.
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