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GARAGE DOOR APPARATUS WITH
FOLDING DOOR PANELS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/091,762 filed on Aug. 26,
2008, the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to apparatus for garage doors.

BACKGROUND

Some prior art garage doors for homes and other buildings
include door panels that are hinged together and which are
configured to move between a closed position, wherein the
door panels obstruct an opening 1n the building, and a raised
position wherein the door panels are stored above the door
opening so that the opening 1s unobstructed. In many garage
doors, when 1n the raised position the door panels are posi-
tioned near the ceiling, with each door panel generally lying
in the same horizontal plane. This configuration tends to
obstruct a large area of the ceiling and requires a large frame-
work of tracks and straps. This 1s undesirable as 1t makes the
ceiling space unusable for storage or other uses.

Attempts have been made to overcome this problem. For
example, U.S. Pat. No. 7,089,989 (Piender) discloses a door
with panels that fold together 1n an accordion-type configu-
ration, wherein the panels stack together when the door 1s in
the raised position. However, this arrangement tends to be
complicated, expensive to manufacture, and often requires
special hinging arrangements to withstand the forces associ-
ated with panel movement between the closed position and
the open position.

Accordingly, there 1s a need for an improved garage door
apparatus that overcomes at least some of the above noted
disadvantages.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect of the invention, there 1s provided
a garage door apparatus comprising a frame for mounting
above an opening, the frame 1including a pair of spaced trans-
verse Irame members, a shaft rotatably coupled to the trans-
verse frame members and extending along a longitudinal axis
of rotation between the transverse frame members, a pair of
spaced winding frames rigidly coupled to the shait between
the spaced transverse frame members, each of the winding
frames having a plurality of side edges, a driver couplable to
the shaft for rotating the shaft with respect to the transverse
frame members, and at least five door panels hingedly
coupled together and linked to the winding frames, each of
the door panels being of equal width and having a longitudi-
nal panel length, the plurality of door panels mncluding at least
one mner door panel and at least one outer door panel,
wherein the winding frames are spaced apart a predetermined
distance that is less than the longitudinal panel length of the
plurality of door panels, such that when the winding frames
are rotated by the driver about the axis of rotation, the side
edges of the winding frames progressively engage each of the
door panels, thereby moving the door panels between an
extended position wherein the door panels obstruct the open-
ing, and a retracted position wherein each door panel is
wound onto one of the side edges of the winding frames, the
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opening 1s at least partially unobstructed, and the at least one
outer door panel overlaps with the at least one inner door
panel.

The inner door panels may be hingedly coupled together by

inner hinges, and the outer door panels may be hingedly
coupled together by outer hinges, with at least one of the inner
hinges of the mner door panels having a common pi1vot axis
with one of the outer hinges of the corresponding overlapping
outer door panel when the door panels are in the retracted
position.
The door panels may each have opposing panel side edges,
and the mner hinges may be provided on the panel side edges
of the inner door panels, and the outer hinges may be provided
on the panel side edges of the outer door panels.

The outer hinges may be longitudinally spaced from the
inner hinges to inhibit interference between the inner hinges
and the outer hinges when the door panels move between the
extended position and the retracted position.

The apparatus may further comprise a pair of guide chan-
nels configured to be mounted adjacent vertical sides of the
opening for guiding the door panels as they move between the
extended position and the retracted position.

The apparatus may further comprise rollers mounted
within the channel guides, the roller sized and shaped for
engaging with panel side edges as the door panels move
between the extended position and the retracted position.

The door panels may be hingedly coupled together by
hinges provided on the panel side edges, the hinges and panel
side edges having grooves therein, and the rollers may be
transversely mounted within the channel guides and config-
ured to engage with the grooves as the door panels move
between the extended position and the retracted position.

According to another embodiment of the invention, there 1s
provided a garage door apparatus comprising a {rame for
mounting above an opening, the frame comprising a pair of
spaced transverse frame members, a shait rotatably coupled
to the transverse frame members and extending along a lon-
gitudinal axis of rotation between the transverse frame mem-
bers, a pair of spaced winding frames rigidly coupled to the
shaft between the spaced transverse frame members, each of
the winding frames having a plurality of side edges, a driver
couplable to the shaft for rotating the shaft with respect to the
transverse frame members, a plurality of elongate door panels
hingedly coupled together and linked to the winding frames,
cach of the door panels being of equal width and having a
longitudinal panel length, and each of the door panels having
opposing panel side edges and hinges provided on the panel
side edges for coupling with hinges on an adjacent door panel,
cach of the hinges and panel side edges having a groove
therein, and a pair of guide channel assemblies for mounting
adjacent opposite vertical sides of the opening, each guide
channel assembly including rollers transversely mounted
therein, the rollers sized and shaped for engaging with the
grooves 1n the hinges and side edges as the door panels move
between an extended position and a retracted position, and
wherein the winding frames are spaced apart a predetermined
distance that 1s less than the panel length of the plurality of
door panels, such that when the winding frames are rotated by
the driver about the axis of rotation, the side edges of the
winding frames progressively engage each of the door panels
thereby moving the door panels between the extended posi-
tion wherein the door panels obstruct the opening, and the
retracted position wherein each door panel 1s wound onto one
of the side edges of the winding frames and the opening 1s at
least partially unobstructed.

The door panels may further comprise a plurality of inner
door panels and at least one outer door panel, the hinges may
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turther comprise mner hinges on the mner door panels and
outer hinges on the outer door panels, and when the door
panels are 1n the retracted position, each outer door panel may
overlap with one inner door panel, and at least one of the inner
hinges of the mnner door panels have a common pivot axis with
one of the outer hinges of the corresponding overlapping
outer door panel when the door panels are 1n the retracted
position.

The outer hinges may be longitudinally spaced from the
inner hinges to inhibit interference between the mner hinges
and the outer hinges as the door panels move between the
extended position and the retracted position.

According to yet another aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a garage door apparatus comprising a irame for
mounting above an opening, the frame comprising a pair of
spaced transverse frame members and at least one longitudi-
nal cross member extending between the transverse frame
members, a shaft rotatably coupled to the transverse frame
members and extending along a longitudinal axis of rotation
between the transverse frame members, a pair of spaced
winding frames rigidly coupled to the shaft between the
spaced transverse Irame members, each of the winding
frames having a plurality of side edges, a driver couplable to
the shaft for rotating the shaft with respect to the transverse
frame members, and a plurality of elongate door panels
hingedly coupled together, each of the door panels having a
longitudinal panel length, the plurality of door panels includ-
ing a first door panel linked to the winding frames, wherein
the winding frames are spaced apart a predetermined distance
that 1s less than the panel length such that when the winding
frames are rotated about the axis of rotation, the side edges of
the winding frames progressively engage each of the door
panels, thereby moving the door panels between an extended
position wherein the door panels obstruct the opening, and a
retracted position wherein each door panel 1s wound onto one
of the side edges of the winding frames and the opening 1s at
least partially unobstructed.

The plurality of door panels may include at least four door
panels of equal width, and each of the winding frames may
have a square shape with four side edges.

The apparatus may further comprise a pair of guide chan-
nels configured to be mounted along vertical sides adjacent
the opening for guiding the door panels as they move between
the extended position and the retracted position. Each door
panel may further comprise opposing panel side edges, and
rollers mounted within the channel guides, the rollers sized
and shaped for engaging with the panel side edges as the door
panels move between the extended position and the retracted
position. The door panels may be hingedly coupled together
by hinges provided on the panel side edges, the hinges and
panel side edges having grooves therein, and the rollers may
be transversely mounted within the channel guides and con-
figured to engage with the grooves as the door panels move
between the extended position and the retracted position.

The door panels and frame may be configured so that the
door panels form the sides of a transportation container when
the door panels are 1n the retracted state.

In some embodiments, the door panels may comprise a
plurality of iner door panels and at least one outer door
panel, each door panel having panel side edges, and the door
panels may be hingedly coupled together by inner hinges
provided on the panel side edges of the inner door panels, and
outer hinges provided on the panel side edges of the outer
door panels, wherein, when the door panels are 1n the fully
retracted position, each outer door panel overlaps with one
inner door panel, with at least one of the inner hinges of the
inner door panels having a common p1vot axis with an outer
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hinge of the corresponding overlapping outer door panel. The
outer hinges may be longitudinally spaced from the inner
hinges to 1nhibit interference between the mner hinges and
the outer hinges when the door panels move between the
extended position and the retracted position.

The at least one longitudinal cross members may include a
front cross member and a rear cross member.

Each frame member may have a first bracket mounted
thereto, each first bracket configured to be engaged with a
corresponding second bracket secured to a mounting surface
above the opening.

Other aspects and features of the present specification will
become apparent to those ordinarily skilled 1n the art upon
review of the following description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings included herewith are for 1llustrating various
examples of articles, methods, and apparatuses of the present
specification and are not intended to limit the scope of what 1s
taught 1n any way. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 1s arear perspective view of a garage door apparatus
according to one embodiment with the door panels partially
retracted;

FIG. 2 1s a side perspective view of the apparatus of FIG. 1
with the door panels fully retracted;

FIG. 3 1s apartial cross-sectional plan view of the apparatus
of FIG. 2 taken through line 3-3

FIG. 4 1s a schematic side view of the apparatus of FIG. 1
with the door panels fully extended;

FIG. 5 1s schematic side view of the apparatus of FIG. 1
with the door panels retracted;

FIG. 6 1s a close-up perspective view of a portion of the
apparatus of FIG. 1 with the door panels fully extended;

FIG. 7 1s a schematic view of the apparatus of FIG. 1 with
the door panels fully extended;

FIG. 8 1s a schematic view of the apparatus of FIG. 1 with
the door panels wound one quarter turn onto winding frames;

FIG. 9 1s a schematic view of the apparatus of FIG. 8 with
the door panels wound one half turn onto the winding frames;

FIG. 101s a schematic view of the apparatus of FIG. 8 with
the door panels wound three quarter turns onto the winding
frames;

FIG. 11 1s a schematic view of the apparatus of F1G. 8 with
the door panels wound a full turn onto the winding frames;

FIG. 12 1s a schematic view of the apparatus of FIG. 8 with
the door panels wound five quarter turns onto the winding
frames;

FIG. 13 1s a perspective view of the apparatus of FIG. 1
with the frame decoupled from the mounting surface;

FIG. 14 1s a side view of the apparatus of FIG. 1 showing
details of mounting the frame to the mounting surface;

FIG. 15 1s a perspective view of a guide channel assembly
for use with a garage door apparatus according to another
embodiment;

FIG. 16 15 a side view of the guide channel assembly of
FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 15 a side view of a hinge for use with the garage
door apparatus of FIG. 15;

FIG. 18 1s a top view of the hinge of FIG. 17 engaged with
the guide channel assembly of FIG. 15;

FIG. 19 1s a schematic end view of a garage door apparatus
with outer door panels overlapping inner door panels accord-
ing to another embodiment;

FIG. 20 1s an elevation view of an outer hinge for use with
the apparatus of FIG. 19;




US 8,371,356 B2

S

FI1G. 211s aend view of an outer hinge overlapping an inner
hinge for the apparatus of FIG. 19;

FIG. 22 1s a cross sectional view of the outer hinge and
inner hinge of FIG. 21 taken along line 24-24;

FI1G. 23 15 a schematic end view of a garage door apparatus
according to another embodiment;

FIG. 24 15 a perspective view of a garage door apparatus
according to yet another embodiment; and

FI1G. 25 1s arear perspective view of the garage door appa-
ratus of FIG. 24.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now generally to FIGS. 1 to 3, illustrated therein
1s a garage door apparatus 10 according to one embodiment of
the mnvention. The apparatus 10 generally includes a frame 14
having a pair of spaced transverse frame members 50. The
apparatus 10 also includes a shaft 18 rotatably coupled to the
transverse frame members 50, a pair of spaced winding
frames 20 rigidly coupled to the shaft 18 and positioned 1n
between the spaced frame members 50, a driver 23 coupled to
the shaft 18 for rotating the shaft 18 and the winding frames
20, and a plurality of elongate door panels 24 hinged together
and linked to the spaced winding frames 20.

The frame 14 1s mountable above an opening 12 1n a wall,
such as on a mounting surface 16 above the opening 12 1n a
wall of a garage. As shown, the frame 14 has a box-like shape.
This shape 1s convenient as 1t allows the garage door appara-
tus 10 to be easily transported and delivered to a worksite as
a ready-to-install assembly, as will be described 1n further
detail below.

The shait 18 1s rotatably coupled to the transverse frame
members 50 such that the shaft 18 may be rotated with respect
to the transverse frame members 50, and generally defines a
longitudinal axis of rotation A.

Rigidly coupled to the shaft 18, the winding frames 20 are
spaced apart a predetermined distance D (as shown 1n FIG. 3).
Each winding frame 20 includes a plurality of side edges 22
that are generally shaped to progressively engage with the
door panels 24 as the shaft 18 1s rotated, as will be described
in further detail below.

In some embodiments, as shown 1in FIG. 6 for example,
cach winding frame 20 may have a rectangular or square
shape with four side edges 22. The side edges 22 may include
a first side edge 224, a second side edge 225, a third side edge
22¢ and a fourth side edge 22d. In other embodiments, each
winding frame 20 may have a shape corresponding to another
polygon, for example a triangle, a pentagon or hexagon.

As discussed above, the garage door apparatus 10 also
includes a driver 23 coupled to the shait 18. The driver 23 1s
configured to rotate the shaft 18, which 1n turn causes the
winding frames 20 to rotate about the longitudinal axis of
rotation A. The driver 23 may be a motor, for example an
clectric AC or DC motor. Alternatively, the driver 23 may be
a manual cranking apparatus for manually rotating the shaft
18, for example, a hand crank. In other embodiments, the
driver 23 may include both an electric motor and a manually
operated cranking apparatus.

In some embodiments, the apparatus 10 may include one or
more biasing members configured to assist the driver 23 in
raising and lowering the door panels 24. For example, as
shown 1 FIG. 3, a coiled spring 56 may be coupled to the
shaft 18 and to one of the transverse frame members 50 to
counteract the weight of the door panels 24 during rotation of
the winding frames 20. The spring 36 may be accessible by a
removable spring plate 59 which may be useful to replacing
or servicing the spring 56.
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The apparatus 10 also includes a plurality of elongate door
panels 24 that are movable with respect to the opening 12 to
selectively obstruct and unobstruct the opening 12. Each of
the door panels 24 has a longitudinal panel length L and a
panel width W, as shown in FIG. 3. The panel length L 1s
generally greater than the distance D between the winding
frames 20, but less that the distance between the transverse
frame members 50. It 1s generally desirable that each door
panel 24 have the same shape and dimensions to enhance the
aesthetic appeal of the garage door apparatus 10 when the
door panels 24 are in the fully extended position. Accord-
ingly, in some embodiments the panel length L. and panel
width W are equal for each of the door panels 24. Adjacent
door panels 24 are hingedly coupled together via hinges,
which may be conventional hinges 27 or other hinges, for
example the hinges described in further detail below.

In some embodiments, the apparatus 10 may include four
door panels 24, with a first door panel 24a (or uppermost door
panel), a second door panel 245, a third door panel 24¢ and a
fourth door panel 24d. For example, the apparatus 10 may
include the door panels 24a, 245, 24¢, and 24d, shown 1n FIG.
4 fully unwound from the winding frames 20 (with the open-
ing 12 obstructed), and shown in FIG. §, fully wound onto the
winding frames 20 with the opening 12 unobstructed.

The door panels 24 are linked to the winding frame 20 so
that they may be wound onto the winding frames 20. For
example, the first door panel 24a may be tlexibly linked to the
winding frames 20 by a link arm 20 or other connector, as
shown for example 1n FIGS. 4 to 6. The link arm 20 may be a
rigid link member having a length generally equal to the panel
width W and a link thickness Q. Alternatively, the link arm 20
may be a tlexible chain or other non-rigid link member.

In some embodiments, each winding frame 20 may include
a link arm tlange 42 adjacent each link arm 40 (as shown 1n
FIGS. 6 and 7). Each link arm flange 42 extends generally
inwardly from each winding frame 20 (towards the opposite
winding frame 20), and has an abutting surface 44 thereon
generally facing the link arm 40, the surface 44 being sized
and shaped to receive the link arm 40. The flange 42 1s offset
from one of the side edges 22 of the winding frames 20 (e.g.
the second side edge 225) by a distance P generally equal to
the thickness Q of the link arms 40. During rotation of the
winding frames 20, each link arm 40 may be received on the
abutting surface 44 such that the link arm 40 1s positioned
below the second edge 226 and does not interfere with
engagement between the door panels 24 and the side edges 22
of the winding frames 20 (e.g. between the fourth door panel
244 with the second edge 225b).

The garage door apparatus 10 may also include gude
wheels 48 or other guide members. The guide wheels 48 or
other guide members are configured to bias the link arms 40
and the door panels 24 generally away from the winding
frames 20 during rotation of the winding frames 20 such that
the door panels 24 and link arms 40 tend not to interfere with
the rotation of the winding frames 20. The guide wheels 48
also tend to facilitate proper alignment of the door panels 24
with respect to the opening 12.

The apparatus 10 may also include one or more guide
channels 34 configured to be mounted on opposite vertical
sides adjacent the opening 12. The guide channels 34 engage
with the door panels 24 and tend to the ensure the that the door
panels 24 are properly positioned with respect to the opening
12 as the door panels move between the extended (unwound)
and retracted positions. In some embodiments, the guide
channels 34 include a recessed portion 36, which may be
s1zed and shaped to receive the door panels 24 therein.
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In some embodiments, the guide channels 34 may include
wheels or rollers 38 mounted 1n the recessed portion 36 of the
guide channels 34 for assisting 1n guiding the door panels 24.
In alternative embodiments, rollers may be provided on the
door panels 24 for engaging with corresponding surfaces 1n
the guide channels 34.

During use of the apparatus 10, the driver 23 may be
activated causing the shait 18 to rotate with respect to the
transverse frame members 50. The rotation of the shaft 18 in
turn causes the winding frames 20 rotate about the longitudi-
nal axis of rotation A. As this happens, the side edges 22 of the
winding frames 20 each progressively engage one of the door
panels 24, thereby moving the door panels 24 between the
extended position (as shown in FIG. 4) and the retracted
position (as shown 1n FIG. 5). Each door panel 24 1s thus
wound onto one of the side edges 22 of the winding frames 20.

For example, 1n FIGS. 4 and 7 the door panels 24 are shown
in a fully extended position, and the opening 12 1s obstructed.
To retract the door panels 24 (i.e. to unobstruct the opening),
the winding frames 20 are rotated by the driver 23 in a first
direction (e.g. clockwise). As shown in FIG. 8, the winding
frames 20 may be rotated a 4 turn clockwise from the fully
extended position, with the door panels 24 retracted by a
distance equal to the width W of one door panel 24. In this
position, the link arm 20 1s engaged with the abutting surface
44 of the link arm flange 42, with the outer edge of the link
arm 20 generally below the second side edge 225, and the first
door panel 24a 1s engaged with the guide wheel 48 (as shown
in FIG. 8).

As the driver 23 continues to rotate the shait 18 another V4
turn clockwise, the winding frames 20 are rotated a %2 turn
from the fully extended position, and the door panels 24 are
retracted by a distance equal to the width of two door panels
24. In this position, the uppermost or first panel 24a 1s wound
onto the third side edge 22¢ of the winding frames, and the
second door panel 245 1s engaged with the guide wheel 48 (as
shown 1n FIG. 9).

As the driver 23 continues to rotate the shait 18 another 4
turn clockwise, the winding frames 20 are rotated 34 turns
from the fully extended position, and the door panels 24 are
retracted by a distance equal to the width of three door panels
24. In this position, the second door panel 245 1s wound onto
the fourth side edge 224, and the third door panel 24c¢ 1s
engaged with the guide wheel 48 (as shown in FIG. 10).

As the driver 23 continues to rotate the shait 18 another 4
turn clockwise, the winding frames 20 are rotated by a full
turn from the fully extended position, and the door panels 24
are retracted by a distance equal to the width of four door
panels 24. In this position, the third door panel 24¢ 1s wound
onto the first side edge 224, and the fourth door panel 244 i1s
engaged with the guide wheel 48 (as shown 1n FIGS. 5 and
11). In this position, the opening 12 1s generally fully open,
and thus objects may be moved through the opening 12. For
example, the opening 12 may be used to receive a vehicle 1n
the garage.

To lower the door panels 24 (e.g. to move the door panels
24 from the retracted position to the extended position 1n
order to close the garage door), the driver 13 may be rotated 1n
a second direction opposite the first direction (e.g. counter-
clockwise 1n the example shown).

In some embodiments, the driver 23 may rotate the winding
frames 20 beyond a full turn to completely disengage the door
panels 24 from the guide wheels 48. For example, as shown in
FIG. 12, the winding frames 20 may be rotated clockwise by
5/4 turns from the fully extended position, fully retracting the
door panels 24 onto the winding frames 20. In this position,
the fourth door panel 244 1s wound onto the second side edge
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225, and the door panels 24 have been disengaged from the
guide wheel 48. This fully-retracted configuration may be
useiul for removing or installing the frame 14 above the
opening 12. For example, as shown in FIG. 13, the garage
door apparatus 10 may be delivered to a worksite with the
door panels 24 provided in a fully retracted state, allowing for
casy delivery and mounting of the apparatus 10 to the mount-
ing surface 16.

In some embodiments, the frame 14 may be mounted to the
mounting surface 16 using brackets or other suitable mount-
ing apparatus. For example, as shown 1 FIGS. 13 and 14,
bracket portions 60 may be secured to the mounting surface
16 above the opening 12. Once the portions 60 are secured,
the garage door apparatus 10 may be lifted 1n place above the
opening 12 and secured above the opening by engaging lock-
ing tabs 62 that extend outwardly from the bracket portions 60
with corresponding slots 64 1n the frame members 50.

With the door panels 24 provided in the fully-retracted
position, the door panels 24 will tend not to interfere with the
engagement between the tabs 62 and the slots 64. Once the
garage door apparatus 10 1s mounted above the opening 12,
the door panels 24 can be lowered 1into place and engaged with
the guide wheels 48.

In some embodiments, with the door panels 24 1n the
tully-retracted position, the door panels 24 may be coupled to
the frame 14 such that the door panels 24 are secured in place
and will not unwind from the winding frames 20, forming a
secure rectangular “box’. This shape tends to be convenient
for shipping ofthe garage door apparatus 10, and may provide
a useful transportation container usable to transport other
components therein. For example, the transportation con-
tainer formed by the door panels 24 and the frame 14 may be
used to store the driver 23 and the guide channels 34 therein.

In some embodiments, pins or other fastening devices may
be used to secure the frame members 50 to the winding frames
20 to 1nhibit relative rotation thereof during movement and/or
transportation of the frame 14.

In some embodiments, one or more of the transverse frame
members 350, winding frames 20 and door panels 24 may
include one or more openings or removable portions 58 for
allowing access to the interior of the apparatus 10 when the
door panels 24 are formed into a transportation container,
allowing access to components inside the transportation con-
tainer.

As shown 1n FIG. 4, the frame 14 1s generally mounted to
the wall 16 with the winding frames 20 offset from the wall or
mounting surface 16 by an oflset distance S. The offset dis-
tance S 1s selected such that the door panels 24 will tend not
interfere with the wall 16 during rotation of the winding
frames 20.

Due to the offset distance S, each the door panels 24 1s
generally disposed at an acute angle 46 as 1t engages with and
1s wound onto the winding frames 20. The offset distance S
may be selected to be as small as possible so that the acute
angle 46 1s minimized.

Turning now to FIGS. 15 to 18, according to some embodi-
ments of the invention, each door panel 24 may be hingedly
connected to each other by hinges 28 mounted to side panel
edges 26, instead of conventional hinges 27 mounted to 1nte-
rior surfaces of the door panels 24. For example, as shown in
FIG. 15, the adjacent third door panel 24¢ and fourth door
panel 244 may be hingedly coupled together via hinge 28
having a first hinge portion 28a and a second hinge portion
28b, jointed at a common pivot axis 30 using a hinge pin 31.
The hinges 28 allow the door panels 24 to flexibly move with
respect to one another and to be wound onto the winding
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frames 20 as the door panels 24 are moved between the
extended position and the retracted position.

As shown 1n FIG. 17, the ends of the hinges 28 and/or the

panels 24 may have corresponding irregular profiles 29. The
shape of the profiles 29 may tend to inhibit water from flowing
between adjacent panels 24.

In some embodiments, each hinge member 28 and panel
side edge 26 may have a concave groove 32 defined therein
that generally runs along the length of the hinge 28 and the

panel side edge 26 (as shown in FIGS. 17 and 18). The wheels

or rollers 38 may be transversely mounted within the guide
channels 34 such that a portion 39 of the each roller 38
protrudes beyond a leading edge 41 of the guide channels 34
(as shown 1n FIGS. 16 and 18). In this manner, the protruding
portion 39 of each roller tends to engage with the grooves 32
in the hinges 28 and panel side edges 26 as the door panels 24
move between the extended position and the retracted posi-
tion, and keep the door panels 24 properly aligned with
respect to the guide channels 34 (as shown 1n FIG. 18).

In some embodiments, the rollers 38 may be configured to
apply a biasing force against the grooves 32. For example, the
rollers 38 may be mounted on pins 66 that are movably
received within slots 68 1n the guide channels 34, and the pins
66 may be spring-loaded, for example via a spring 70.

Turning now to FIGS. 19 to 22, in some embodiments, a
garage door apparatus 80 may include at least at least five
door panels, with anumber of inner door panels 82 and at least
one outer door panel 84 configured to overlap at least one of
the mner door panels 82. For example, the garage door appa-
ratus 80 as shown has eight door panels, including four inner
door panels 82a, 826, 82¢, and 82d (generally similar to door
panels 24a, 24b, 24c¢, and 24d as described above), and four
outer door panels 84a, 84b, 84c and 84d. The mner door
panels 82 are hingedly coupled together, with the first inner
door panel 82a connected to the second inner door panel 825,
the second panel connected to the third panel 82¢, and so on.
Similarly, the outer door panels 84 are hingedly coupled
together, with the first outer door panel 84a connected to the
second outer door panel 845, and so on. To couple the 1nner
door panels 82 to the outer door panels 84, the fourth 1nner
door panel 824 1s hingedly coupled to the first outer door
panel 84a.

When the garage door apparatus 80 i1s 1n the retracted
position, the imner door panels 82 generally engage the first
four edges 22 of the winding frames 20, similar to as generally
described above, and each of the outer door panels 84 over-
laps with one of the mner door panels 82. For example, as
shown 1n FI1G. 19, the first outer door panel 84a overlaps with
the first inner door panel 824, the second outer door panel 845
overlaps with the second inner door panel 825, the third outer
door panel 82¢ overlaps with the third mnner door panel 82¢
and the fourth outer door panel 844 overlaps with the fourth
inner door panel 824d.

It 1s generally desirable 1n some embodiments that the
inner door panels 82 and outer door panels 84 have substan-
tially the same dimensions, particularly the door widths W.
This may be desirable to provide for an improved aesthetic
appearance when the mner door panels 82 and outer door
panels 84 are 1n the fully extended position, and furthermore
may simplify the manufacturing of the inner door panels 82
and outer door panels 84. To accommodate this, the 1mnner
door panels 82 and outer door panels 84 may be configured to
accommodate this overlap. For example, the inner door pan-
cls 82 may be hingedly coupled together using inner hinges
86, while the outer door panels 84 may be hingedly coupled
together using outer hinges 88.
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The inner hinges 86 are generally similar to the hinges 28
described above. The outer hinges 88, however, are config-
ured to generally extend and overlap with the inner hinges 86
when the outer door panels 88 are 1n an overlapping position
with the mner door panels 82, such that each outer hinge 88

shares a common pivot axis 89 with one of the inner hinges
86.

For example, as shown in FIGS. 19, 21 and 22, the third
inner door panel 82¢ has a first inner hinge portion 86qa
mounted thereto, the first inner hinge portion 86a being
coupled to a second 1nner hinge portion 865 mounted to the
fourth inner door panel 82d. The first inner hinge portion 86a
and second inner hinge portion 865 are coupled together via
a first hinge pin 81, and are pivotable with respect to each
other about a first p1vot axis 89a.

Similarly, the third outer door panel 84¢ has mounted
thereto a first outer hinge portion 88a, which 1s 1 turn
coupled to a second outer hinge portion 885 mounted to the
fourth outer door panel 84d. The first and second outer hinge
portions 88a, 88b are pivotably coupled by an outer hinge pin
83 and pivot about the same pivot axis 89a as the mnner hinge
members 86a, 865.

As shown 1n FIG. 22, the first and second outer hinge
portions 88a, 886 may be longitudinally offset from the inner
hinge portions 86a, 865 such that the mnner hinges 86 and
outer hinges 88 do not interfere with each other as the inner
door panels 82 and outer door panels 84 are moved between
the extended position and the retracted position.

Turning now to FIG. 23, a garage door apparatus 90
according to yet another alternative embodiment of the inven-
tion 1s shown. The garage door apparatus 90 includes a first
door panel 92a and second door panel 925, coupled to third,
fourth, fifth and sixth door panels 92c¢, 92d, 92¢, 92f. The
apparatus 90 also includes spaced winding frames 96 coupled
to a shalt 95 similar to the winding frames 20 and shait 18
described above. The winding frames 96 have side edges 97a,
97b, 97c¢, and 974, and also 1nclude first and second angled
flanges 98, 99 mounted thereto.

The first door panel 92a and second door panel 9256 which
have a short panel length L2 that 1s less than the distance D
between the spaced winding frames 96, while the other door
panels 92¢, 92d, 92¢, 92/ have a panel length L that 1s greater
that the distance D between the spaced winding frames 96.
Similar to as above, as the winding frames 96 are rotated by
the shaft 95, the side edges 97 of the winding frames 96
progressively engage each of the door panels 92, thereby
moving the door panels 92 between an extended position
wherein the door panels obstruct the opening, and a retracted
position wherein the opening 1s at least partially unob-
structed.

As this happens, however, the short panel length 1.2 of the
first door panel 92a and second door panel 9256 being less that
the distance D between the winding frames 96, the first door
panel 92a and second door panel 926 will not engage the
winding frames 96, but rather will come to rest against the
firstangled flange 98 and the second angled flange 99, respec-

tively. The third through sixth panels 92c¢, 924, 92¢, and 92f,
will then be wound onto the edges 97a, 975, 97¢, and 97d of
the winding frame 96 similar to as generally described above,
encapsulating the first and second panels 92a, 925 therein.
Referring now to FIGS. 24 and 25, 1llustrated therein 1s a
garage door apparatus 110 according to yet another embodi-
ment of the invention. The apparatus 110 generally includes a
frame 114 having a pair of spaced transverse frame members
150 and longitudinal cross members 152, 154 that extend
between the frame members 150. The apparatus 110 also
includes a shaft 118 rotatably coupled to the transverse frame




US 8,371,356 B2

11

members 150, a pair of spaced winding frames 120 rigidly
coupled to the shaft 118 and positioned in between the spaced
frame members 150, a driver 123 coupled to the shaft 118 for
rotating the shaft 118 and the winding frames 120, and a
plurality of elongate door panels 124 hinged together and
linked to the spaced winding frames 120.

As shown, the front cross member 152 and rear cross
member 154 join the two spaced transverse frame members
150 together, giving the frame 114 a box-like shape. The cross
members 152, 154 of the frame 114 are positioned on the
frame members 150 with respect to the winding frames 120 so
as not to iterfere with the movement of the door panels 124
as the winding frames 120 are rotated. The frame 114 may be
mounted above an opening using brackets 160.

While the above description provides examples of one or
more articles, methods, and apparatuses, 1t will be appreci-
ated that other articles, methods, and apparatuses may be

within the scope of the present description as interpreted by
one of skill in the art.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A garage door apparatus, comprising:

a) a frame for mounting above an opening, the frame com-
prising a pair of spaced transverse frame members;

b) a shaft rotatably coupled to the transverse frame mem-
bers and extending along a longitudinal axis of rotation
between the transverse frame members;

¢) a pair of spaced winding frames rigidly coupled to the
shaft between the spaced transverse frame members,
cach of the winding frames having a plurality of side
edges;

d) a driver couplable to the shaft for rotating the shaft with
respect to the transverse frame members;

¢) a plurality of elongate door panels hingedly coupled
together and linked to the winding frames, each of the
door panels being of equal width and having a longitu-
dinal panel length, and each of the door panels having
opposing panel side edges and hinges provided on the
panel side edges for coupling with hinges on an adjacent
door panel, each of the hinges and panel side edges
having a groove therein; and

1) a pair of guide channel assemblies for mounting adjacent
opposite vertical sides of the opening, each guide chan-
nel assembly including rollers transversely mounted
therein, the rollers sized and shaped for engaging with
the grooves 1n the hinges and side edges as the door
panels move between an extended position and a
retracted position; and

o) wherein the winding frames are spaced apart a predeter-
mined distance that is less than the panel length of the
plurality of door panels, such that when the winding
frames are rotated by the driver about the axis of rota-
tion, the side edges of the winding frames progressively
engage each of the door panels thereby moving the door
panels between the extended position wherein the door
panels obstruct the opening, and the retracted position
wherein each door panel 1s wound onto one of the side
edges of the winding frames and the opening 1s at least
partially unobstructed.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of door
panels includes at least four door panels of equal width, and
cach of the winding frames has a square shape having four
side edges.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the door panels and
frame are configured so that the door panels form the sides of
a transportation container when the door panels are in the
retracted state.
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4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein each frame member
has a bracket for mounting to a mounting surface above the
opening.

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein:

a) the door panels comprise a plurality of inner door panels
and at least one outer door panel;

b) the hinges comprise iner hinges on the inner door
panels and outer hinges on the outer door panels; and

¢) when the door panels are 1n the retracted position, each
outer door panel overlaps with one inner door panel, and
at least one of the mner hinges of the inner door panels
have a common pivot axis with the outer hinges of the
corresponding overlapping outer door panel when the
door panels are 1n the retracted position.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the outer hinges are
longitudinally spaced from the 1mnner hinges to 1nhibit inter-
ference between the mnner hinges and the outer hinges as the
door panels move between the extended position and the
retracted position.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising at least one
longitudinal cross member extending between the transverse
frame members.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the at least one lon-

gitudinal cross member includes a front cross member and a
rear cross member.

9. A garage door apparatus, comprising:

a) a frame for mounting above an opening, the frame com-
prising a pair of spaced transverse frame members and at
least one longitudinal cross member extending between
the transverse frame members:

b a shatt rotatably coupled to the transverse frame members
and extending along a longitudinal axis of rotation
between the transverse frame members;

¢) a pair of spaced winding frames rigidly coupled to the
shaft between the spaced transverse frame members,
cach of the winding frames having a plurality of side
edges;

d) a driver couplable to the shaift for rotating the shaft with
respect to the transverse frame members; and

¢) a plurality of elongate door panels hingedly coupled
together, each of the door panels having a longitudinal
panel length, the plurality of door panels including a first
door panel linked to the winding frames;

1) wherein the winding frames are spaced apart a predeter-
mined distance that 1s less than the panel length such that
when the winding frames are rotated about the axis of
rotation, the side edges of the winding frames progres-
stvely engage each of the door panels thereby moving
the door panels between an extended position wherein
the door panels obstruct the opening, and a retracted
position wherein each door panel 1s wound onto one of
the side edges of the winding frames and the opening 1s
at least partially unobstructed;

o) further comprising a pair of guide channels configured
to be mounted along vertical sides adjacent the opening
for guiding the door panels as they move between the
extended position and the retracted position;

h) wherein each door panel comprises opposing panel side
edges, and further comprising rollers mounted within
the channel guides the rollers sized and shared for e a in
with the panel side edges as the door panels move
between the extended position and the retracted posi-
tion; and
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1) wherein the door panels are hingedly coupled together by
hinges provided on the panel side edges, the hinges and
panel side edges having grooves therein, and the rollers
are transversely mounted within the channel guides and
coniigured to engage with the grooves as the door panels
move between the extended position and the retracted
position.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the plurality of door
panels includes at least four door panels of equal width, and
cach of the winding frames has a square shape having four
side edges.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein, the door panels and
frame are configured so that the door panels form the sides of
a transportation container when the door panels are 1n the
retracted state.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the at least one
longitudinal cross member includes a front cross member and
a rear cross member.

13. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein each frame member
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14. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

a) the door panels comprise a plurality of inner door panels
and at least one outer door panel, each door panel having
panel side edges; and

b) the door panels are hingedly coupled together by 1inner
hinges provided on the panel side edges of the inner door
panels, and outer hinges provided on the panel side
edges of the outer door panels;

¢) wherein, when the door panels are in the fully retracted
position, each outer door panel overlaps with one inner
door panel, with at least one of the inner hinges of the
inner door panels having a common pivot axis with one
of the outer hinges of the corresponding overlapping
outer door panel.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the outer hinges are
longitudinally spaced from the 1inner hinges to inhibit inter-
ference between the mner hinges and the outer hinges when
the door panels move between the extended position and the
retracted position.
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