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1
RESTRICTION OF PRINT JOB EXECUTION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention relates to job processing apparatus

and method for processing a received job.

2. Description of the Related Art

In the related art, when a job 1s processed by a job process-
ing apparatus such as a printer, a client terminal which
requests execution of the job forms job data by using a device
driver (printer driver). The printer recerves the job data, ana-
lyzes the data, and executes the job (printing).

In this case, since the printer side cannot know by which
printer driver the job data has been formed, there 1s a case
where an 1image cannot be correctly reproduced depending on
the printer driver used on the client side. Depending on the
used printer driver, there 1s also a case where a function which
1s considered to be necessary for the administrator such as a
function for managing the user who instructed the execution
of the job.

However, 1n the related art, the user executes the job with-
out recognizing by which driver the job data has been formed.

Such an apparatus which monitors an unauthorized access
to the printer and which, when there i1s an unauthorized
access, notifies 1t has been known (refer to Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 2007-128202). However, even 1
the received job data was formed by which kind of driver, the
printer also executes the job.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an aspect of the invention to provide job processing
apparatus and method which can solve the foregoing prob-
lems.

Another aspect of the mnvention 1s to restrict execution of a
10b based on job data formed by using a driver other than a
specific device driver.

The above-mentioned aspects and the other aspects of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
description of exemplary embodiments with reference to the
attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a system diagram including printer apparatuses
PR1 and PR2 according to an embodiment 1.

FI1G. 2 1s a block diagram 1llustrating an internal construc-
tion of the printer apparatus PR1.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram 1illustrating an example of a construc-
tion of a printer registration information table T1.

FI1G. 4 1s a diagram 1llustrating a construction of an unrec-
ommended access history table T2.

FIG. 5 1s a diagram 1illustrating a construction of a print
inhibit setting information table T3.

FIG. 6 1s a diagram 1illustrating a construction of a file of a
print job transmitted from the user in the embodiment 1.

FI1G. 7 1s a flowchart for storage of an access history and the
like of the printer apparatus PR1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of the invention will be described 1n detail
hereinbelow with reference to the drawings. A construction
illustrated in the following embodiment 1s nothing but an
example and the mvention i1s not limited to the illustrated
construction.
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FIG. 1 1s a diagram 1llustrating a construction of a network
system including printer apparatuses PR1 and PR2 according
to the embodiment of a job processing apparatus of the inven-
tion. The system can transmit and recerve data between the
apparatuses according to a TCP/IP.

In the example, 1t 1s assumed that the printer apparatus
PR1, a client PC 102, and a PC 103 having a routing function
based on an IP address are provided on the first floor of a
building and they are operating on a same subnet through a
network 100.

It 1s assumed that the printer apparatus PR2 and a client PC
202 are provided on the second tloor of the building and they
are operating through a network 200 of a subnet different
from the network 100.

A difterent IP address 1s allocated to each apparatus on the
networks 100 and 200. When the printer apparatuses PR1 and
PR2 recerve print data (job data) from another apparatus such
as a client PC 102 and print 1t, they confirm various kinds of
information such as a sender IP address and the like and
decide permission or inhibition of the printing. With respect
to an access which a printer administrator does not desire, the
printer apparatuses PR1 and PR2 also have a function for
blocking the access (refusing execution of the printing) based
on a past access history as will be described hereinatter.

The client PCs 102 and 202 can be realized by general
personal computers. It 1s assumed that an OS, and a printer
driver, application software, and the like which operate on the
OS have been 1nstalled in the client PCs 102 and 202. When
the user of the client PC forms data to be printed by using the
application software and selects the printer apparatus PR1 or
PR2 from a print menu of the application software, the printer
driver for one of the printer apparatuses is activated. When the
user structs the printing from the printer driver, the printer
driver converts the data formed by the application software
into a format of the print data. The print data 1s transmuitted as
j0b data to the selected printer apparatus. The job data which
1s formed by the printer driver 1s one of data obtained by
developing the data received from the application software
into 1mage data and data obtained by replacing it by a prede-
termined draw command. When the job data 1s transmitted,
the IP address allocated to the client PC, a name of the PC, a
name of the user who 1nstructed the formation of the job data,
information which can specity the printer driver which
formed the job data, and the like are also transmitted from the
client PC. It 1s assumed that the printer driver of a specific
version or higher can form an image of high 1image quality
(execute an advanced image process, or the like). The printer
driver of the specific version or higher has a function for
executing a charging process according to the contents of a
print job by the user 1n response to an mstruction of the print
10b.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram 1llustrating an internal construc-
tion of the printer apparatus PR1. The printer apparatus PR2
also has a similar construction.

Each of the printer apparatuses PR1 and PR2 has a CPU 11,
a ROM 12, a RAM 13, a printer engine unit 14, a print image
processing unit 15, an operation panel unit 16, and an access
management unit 17. Each of the printer apparatuses PR1 and
PR2 also has an access history storing unit 18, an access
block/permit control unit 19, a system bus 21, and a network
interface umit 20. The CPU 11 executes control software
(program) stored i the ROM 12 and integratedly controls
cach module connected to the system bus 21. The RAM 13 1s
used as a main memory, another work area, or the like of the
CPU 11.

The printer engine unit 14 integratedly controls various
kinds of control regarding the printing process, through the
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system bus 21. The print image processing unit 15 forms a
print image from the received job data. The printer engine unit
14 prints an 1mage onto a print sheet based on the print image.
If the print data 1s not formed by the printer driver of a
predetermined version or higher, the printer engine unit 14
cannot print the 1image of the picture quality of a predeter-
mined level or higher. The operation panel unit 16 has: a
liquid crystal display screen for displaying a state of the
printer apparatus and the like; and a plurality of keys adapted
to execute a user mnput and the like.

The access management unit 17 monitors reception infor-
mation regarding the print job process and stores it into the
access history storing unit 18 provided in a built-in hard disk
of a hard disk drive (HDD) which the printer apparatus itself
possesses. “Information regarding the print job process”™
mentioned here denotes the IP address of the client PC, the
user name, the printer driver version, a print protocol, a print
language, and the like. Those information 1s included in the
received job data or 1t 1s recerved together with the job data.
The access history storing unit 18 stores a registration infor-
mation table which 1s set by the printer administrator.

Based on the reception information stored in the access
history storing unit 18, the access block/permit control unit 19
blocks or permits the access to the printer apparatuses PR1
and PR2 according to conditions (registration information
table) set by the printer administrator or the like.

The network interface umt 20 controls communication
which 1s made with an apparatus such as a client PC on the
network through the network 100 (or network 200). The
network interface unit 20 can decide the “IP address™ of the
sender PC from the recerved job data or from the data received
together with the job data. The network interface unit 20 also
can decide the “user name™ of the user who transmitted the
10b, the “PC name” of the sender PC, and the like from header
information of the job. There 1s an LPR or the like as a
protocol which 1s used when the job data (print data) 1s
received. The network interface unit 20 also has a function for
transmitting E-mail.

FI1G. 3 1s a diagram 1llustrating an example of registration
information table T1 which 1s registered 1nto the access his-
tory storing unit 18 of each of the printer apparatuses PR1 and
PR2. The registration information table T1 1s registered by a
file transter from the PC 102 or the like or by the operation of
the user through the operation panel unit 16.

As setting items on the table, there are: an IP address of the
PC which permits use of the printer apparatus; a mail address
ol a destination which 1s notified of a fact that there was an
access to the printer apparatus; a user name of a job sender
who permits the printing; and a version of the printer driver
which permits the printing.

Values “192.168.10.xx” and “192.168.11.xx” have been
set into the 1tem “IP address”. “xx” 1s set into a value within
a range of 1 to 255. In the case of the access from the PC
having any one of those IP addresses, the printing 1s permit-
ted.

In the case where the access block/permit control unit 19
blocked the access to the printer apparatus or recerved job
data whose access 1s not permitted, an address of the desti-
nation which 1s notified of such a fact 1s described in the item
“mail address of destination”. Values “xx(@abcde.co.jp” and
“vy(@abcde.co.jp” have been set there. A communicating
method 1n this instance 1s not limited to the transmission by
E-mail but may be, for example, event communication to an
application on the PC by a designation of the IP address.

With respect to the user name which is attached to the job
data, the name of the user who permits the access to the printer
apparatus 1s described in the item “user name”. A value
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“ANY” denotes all users. It the specific user name has been
described 1n this value, the printer apparatus does not execute
the printing of data other than the job data from the user name.

The version 1n which the execution of the printing 1s per-
mitted with respect to the version of the printer driver which
formed the received job data 1s described in the 1tem “version
of printer driver”. “Version 2.00” has been designated here.
That 1s, when the job data 1s transmitted to the printer appa-
ratus, the client PC transmits version information of the
printer driver which formed the job data. The printer appara-
tus confirms the version information and decides the permis-
s10n or inhibition of the printing. The version 1s not limited
only to a specific version but may be designated as a specific
version or higher. The version 1s not limited to the designation
of only the version information but may be set to information
which specifies the printer driver 1n various formats such as
name of the printer driver, name of the printer driver and its
version, and the like.

Although not shown here, a “communication protocol”
such as LPR or FTP at the time of reception of the job data, a
“printer language™ such as PS (Post Script) or LIPS of the job
data can be also set as a registration 1tem which 1s used to
discriminate the permission or ihibition of the access to the
printer apparatus. Further, the 1tem may be formed by one of
AND and OR of those items.

As for “notice”, 1n the case where the job data correspond-
ing to the data in which the access 1s not permitted about the
relevant item was received, whether or not a notification to the
mail address of the destination 1s made 1s designated.

If the job data which does not correspond to the contents
registered 1n the table T1 of FIG. 3 was recetved, there 1s no
need to unconditionally inhibit the printing. As will be
described hereinatter, the job data may temporarily be stored
as an access history and may be inhibited after that (unless
otherwise the administrator rewrites the table so as to permat
the access).

FIG. 4 1s a diagram 1llustrating an example of an access
history table T2 which 1s registered into the access history
storing unit 18 of each of the printer apparatuses PR1 and
PR2.

Each time the printer administrator receives the job data
which 1s not permitted, 1ts history information 1s sequentially
registered. The job data which 1s not permitted denotes such
data as 1n a case where, when the job data 1s recerved, the
obtained information and the item described in the registra-
tion mnformation table T1 are compared and they do not coin-
cide (1t 1s 1ncluded 1n a range where the job data 1s not
permitted). In this instance, the value which 1s not permitted
and the value included 1n the range where the job data is not
permitted are registered so that they can be distinguished.

In this 1nstance, besides a date when the job data has been
received, 1 a history 1, since the IP address of the sender of
the job data 1s not mvolved 1n the IP address registered in the
table T1, the history information has been registered in the
access history table T2 as an access out of designation. In a
history 2, since the version of the printer driver which formed
the received job data differs from the version registered in the
table T1, the history information has been registered in the
access history table T2 as an access out of designation. The
access history storing unit 18 executes the registering process
here.

FIG. 5 1s a diagram 1illustrating a construction of a print
inhibit setting information table T3 which 1s registered into
the access history storing unit 18 of each of the printer appa-
ratuses PR1 and PR2. Opposite to the table T1, in the table T3,
the execution (printing process) of the job data which coin-
cides with the information registered here 1s inhibited. In this
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instance, since the job data which does not correspond to the
contents registered 1n the table T1 was received, the history
information 1s registered 1n the access history table T2 and the
10b data corresponding to them 1s inhibited from the next
time.

The example of FI1G. 5 1indicates the registration adapted to
inhibit all of the printing from the IP address
“192.168.20.30”, based on the history 1, and the printing of
the printer driver version “V1.20" 1in the history 2, as recorded
in the access history table T2. When the information 1s reg-
istered 1n the table T3, the printing by the printer apparatus
regarding the job data corresponding to the registered con-
tents 1s inhibited and 1ts fact 1s notified. The administrator can
also properly correct the contents 1n the table T3 through the
client PC or the operation panel unit 16.

FIG. 6 1s a diagram 1llustrating an example of the informa-
tion included in the job data (print job) transmitted from the
client PC. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the IP address for specity-
ing the sender (PC, another apparatus) 1s included as sender
information 1n the job data. The user name for specitying the
user which instructed the formation of the job data, the printer
driver version for speciiying the printer driver which formed
the job data, and the job name for specitying the job are
included as job information. The print data (1image data, draw
command, and the like) which the printer apparatus prints 1s
included. Although 1t 1s assumed 1n the above example that
the sender information and the job information are included
in the job data, the sender information and the job information
may be separated from the print data.

FI1G. 7 1s a flowchart 1llustrating a flow for processes of the
j0b data 1n the printer apparatuses PR1 and PR2. The flow-
chart shows the flow for the processes which are executed
when the CPU 11 loads the program stored in the ROM 12
into the RAM 13 and executes the program.

In 8701, the apparatus waits for the job data from the client
PC through the network interface umit 20. When the job data
1s recerved, the sender information, the job mformation, and
the like of the received job data are acquired 1n S702. The IP
address of the sender apparatus, the user name of the job, the
information for specifying the printer driver which formed
the job data, the protocol at the time of the reception of the job
data, the print language of the job data, and the like are
included 1n the information which 1s acquired. It 1s unneces-
sary to acquire all of those information but a part of them may
be acquired.

Subsequently, 1n 8703, the imnformation acquired 1 S702
and each value 1n the table T1 of FIG. 3 are compared and
whether the values of all of the items 1nvolved 1n the table T1
in the acquired information coincide with the values in which
the execution of the job 1s permitted or they are included in the
range where the job execution 1s permitted 1s discriminated.
That 1s, 1n S703, whether or not the execution of the job based
on the recerved job data should be restricted (based on the
setting made by the administrator) 1s discriminated. If 1t 1s
determined here that all of the items are mvolved, the pro-
cessing routine advances to S707. It at least one 1tem 1s not
included, the processing routine advances to S704.

IT at least one 1tem 1s included 1n the values or range where
the job execution 1s not permitted as a result of the comparison
in S703, the information of the relevant job data 1s registered
as a history into the table T2 in S704. At this time, the value
which does not coincide with the value of any one of the 1tems
in the table T1 and the value out of the range are registered so
that they can be distinguished. In this instance, the registra-
tion 1nto the table T3 based on the value which does not
coincide with each value in the table 'T1 or the value out of the
range 1s not executed yet. Therefore, 1n this mstance, i the
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apparatus 1s not set so as to imnhibait the job execution based on
the table T1, the job 1s executed 1n a step (S708) of a job
executing process, which will be described hereimafiter.

Whether or not the apparatus has been set 1n the table T1 so
as to notily the user with respect to the job which was deter-
mined m S703 so that the execution of the job should be
restricted 1s discriminated 1 S705. If the apparatus has been
set so as to notify the user, the processing routine advances to
S706 and the E-mail 1s transmitted to the mail address regis-
tered 1n the table T1. In this instance, information showing
that the job data in which the job execution 1s not permitted in
the table T1 has been recerved, information regarding the job
data (the obtained sender information and job information),
and the like are described 1n text of the E-mail or the like. For
example, 1f the version of the printer driver 1s out of the range
where the execution of the job 1s permitted, a message
adapted to promote the version-up of the printer driver or a
URL showing a path to a setup file of the printer driver of the
new version may be described. In place of the notification by
the E-mail, utility software for the PC may be notified by
using the IP address or the like.

Whether or not the information acquired in S702 1s
involved 1n the table T3 1s discriminated in S707. If it 1s
decided that the information 1s not mvolved, the processing
routine advances to S708. I 1t 1s decided that the information
1s 1nvolved, the processing routine advances to S709.

In the case where the apparatus has been set so as to notify
by the table T3 without executing the job based on the
received job data, amessage showing that the inhibition of the
execution of the job, the information acquired in S702, and a
message showing a reason for the inhibition, an eliminating
method of the imhibiting state, and the like are notified to the
mail address registered inthe table T1, 1n S709. As mentioned
above, such a notification may be made by a method other
than the E-mail. In the case where the apparatus has been set
so as not to notify by the table T3, the notification here 1s
omitted. In place of the notification by the communication,
such information may be printed onto a sheet by the printer
engine unit 14.

If the information acquired 1mn S702 1s not registered onto
the table T3, a print job based on the recetved job data 1s
executed 1 S708. The case where the information 1s not
registered in the table T3 corresponds to a case where the
information (sender information) acquired 1n S702 according
to the job data recerved 1n S701 1s the first information, a case
where the information which should be inhibited has been
deleted from the table T3 by the administrator, or the like. If
the information acquired i S702 1s determined so that the
execution of the job should be restricted in S703 with respect
to the job executed in S708, the information 1s registered onto
the table T3. “First” denotes a case where the sender infor-
mation 1s not stored 1n the table T2.

The reason why the execution of the job 1s permitted from
the first sender 1s to enable the administrator to discriminate
whether or not the job execution should be permitted from the
same sender from now on based on a printed result. Naturally,
even at the first time, the job execution may be inhibited. In
such a case, it 1s suflicient that the process of S708 15 not
executed with respect to the job of which the execution based
on the received job data should be restricted as a result of the
discrimination 1n S703.

If 1t 1s determined 1n S710 that a power source 1s not turned
oil, the processing routine 1s returned to S701 and the appa-
ratus waits for the reception of the next job data. If 1t 1s
determined 1n S710 that the power source has been turned off,
the process 1s fimished.
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According to the embodiment as mentioned above, with
respect to the received job data, the execution of a job other
than the job which should be permitted can be restricted based
on various kinds of information received together with the job
data. The contents of the restriction can be properly changed
according to the registration by the admimstrator or the like.

The information which 1s referred to when restricting the
10b execution 1s not limited to that mentioned above. For
example, 1t 15 also possible to construct in such a manner that
by which route the job data has reached the printer apparatus
1s discriminated, such as a router through which the job data
has been transmitted 1s specified, and the job execution 1s
restricted based on a result of the discrimination.

Although the embodiment has been described above with
respect to the printer apparatus as an example of the job
processing apparatus, the imvention 1s not limited to 1t. In a
facsimile apparatus which transmuits facsimile data formed by
a facsimile driver on the client PC, the execution of a fac-
simile job out of designation may be restricted. In a scanner
apparatus which receives a reading request from a scanner
driver on the client PC and executes the reading of an original
document, the execution of a scanning job based on a reading
request out of designation may be restricted. “Out of desig-
nation” denotes a case which does not conform with the
conditions which are permitted in the table T1.

Although the foregoing example relates to the case where
the conditions adapted to permit (or restrict) the execution of
the job are arbitrarily registered onto the table T1 by the
administrator, the invention 1s not limited to such a case.

For example, the invention may be applied to a job pro-
cessing apparatus which executes a process, as a default func-
tion, for restricting the execution of the job so long as 1t 1s not
the job data formed by a specific device driver 1n order to
guarantee picture quality, use a specific function (charging
function), or the like. In this case, 11 the job processing appa-
ratus 1s a printer apparatus and the device driver 1s a printer
driver, it 1s sullicient to substitute the processing steps in the
flowchart of FIG. 7 as follows.

S702: “Acquire information to specily printer driver which
formed recerved job data” (‘The information to specily the
printer driver may be either a type or a version of the printer
driver or may be both of them.)

S703: “Printer driver which formed recetved job data 1s
permitted?” (ITYES, S707 follows. If NO, S708 follows.)

S707: “Use of printer driver which formed received job
data 1s inhibited?” (If YES, S709 follows. If NO, S708 fol-
lows.)

According to the foregoing processes, in the case where the
specific printer driver or the printer driver of the specific
version or higher 1s not used, the processes of the received job
data can be restricted.

Although the case where the restriction of the printer driver
1s set to a default has been described here, the restriction based
on other information may be set to a default.

The mvention 1s also realized by executing the following
processes: that 1s, processes 1n which software (program) for
realizing the functions of the embodiments mentioned above
1s supplied to a system or an apparatus through a network or
various kinds of storage media and a computer (or a CPU, an
MPU, or the like) of the system or apparatus reads out and
executes the program. The program which 1s executed by the
printer apparatus may be executed by one CPU or may be
executed by a plurality of CPUs 1n an interlocking relational
manner. The processes may be executed by properly combin-
ing soitware and hardware. The program may be executed by
a CPU of an apparatus provided outside the printer apparatus
in place of the CPU 1n the printer apparatus.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

The invention 1s not limited to the foregoing embodiments
but various modifications (including a combination of a plu-
rality of embodiments) are possible based on a spirit of the
invention and they are not excluded from the scope of the
ivention.

Although the various examples and embodiments of the
invention have been described above, the spirit and scope of
the invention 1s not limited by the specific description of the
ivention.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it 1s to be understood that
the invention 1s not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims 1s to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2009-044731, filed on Feb. 26, 2009, which
1s hereby incorporated by reference herein in 1ts entirety.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A job processing apparatus for executing a job based on
j0b data formed by a device driver, comprising;:

a recerving unit configured to receive job data and infor-
mation for specifying a device driver which formed the
received job data;

a specitying unit configured to specily the device driver
which formed the job data received by the receiving unit
based on the information recerved by the recerving unit;

a discriminating unit configured to discriminate whether or
not use of the device driver specified by the specifying
unit 1s permitted; and

a control unit configured to restrict an execution of a job
based onthe job data received by the receiving unit in the
case where the discriminating unit discriminates that the
use of the device driver specified by the specitying unit
1s not permitted.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a
print processing unit configured to execute a printing process
based on the job data received by the receitving unit, and
wherein the control unit restricts an execution of the printing
process by the print processing unit.

3. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the specify-
ing unit specifies a type or version of the device dniver.

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising an
identifying unit configured to 1dentily a sender of the job data
received by the recerving unit, and wherein the control unit
restricts the execution of the job based on the job data
received by the receiving unit according to the sender identi-
fied by the 1dentifying unit.

5. An apparatus according to claim 4, wherein even in the
case where the discriminating unit discriminates that the use
of the device driver specified by the specitying unit 1s not
permitted, 11 the job data received by the receiving unit 1s data
which has been received for the first time from the sender
identified by the identifying unit, the control unit permits the
execution of the job based on the job date.

6. A job processing method comprising;:

recerving job data and information for specifying a device
driver which formed the received job data;

speciiying the device driver which formed the recerved job
data based on the recetved information;

discriminating whether or not use of the specified device
driver 1s permitted; and

restricting an execution of a job based on the recerved job
data in the case where 1t discriminated that the use of the
specified device driver 1s not permitted.
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7. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium discriminating whether or not use of the specified device
which stores a program that can be executed by a computer, driver 1s permitted; and
wherein the program executes processes for: restricting an execution of a job based on the recerved job
receiving job data and information for specitying a device data 1n the case where 1t 1s discriminated that the use of
driver which formed the received job data; 5 the specified device driver 1s not permitted.

speciiying the device driver which formed the recerved job
data based on the received information; £ ok % k%
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