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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus, 1n one embodiment, can include a configura-
tion including a plurality of heat generation devices. The
apparatus also includes a plurality of thermal sensors respec-
tively, operably connected to each of the plurality of heat
generation devices, wherein each thermal sensor of the plu-
rality of thermal sensors includes a respective output terminal
configured to provide a voltage representative of the tempera-
ture of the respective heat generation device. The apparatus
further 1includes an output circuit configured to output the
highest temperature information among the heat generation
devices. The output terminals of the plurality of thermal sen-
sors are tied together. A corresponding method 1s also dis-

cussed.

18 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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TEMPERATURE DETECTION AND
REPORTING SYSTEM AND METHOD IN
POWER DRIVING AND/OR CONSUMING

SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/222,910 filed Jul. 2, 2009, the
entire disclosure of which application 1s incorporated herein
by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present mvention generally relates to electronics.
More specifically, certain embodiments of the present mnven-
tion relate temperature detection and reporting systems. By
the use of particular embodiments of this invention, one can
casily and correctly detect the highest temperature generated
in power driving and/or consuming system.

2. Description of the Related Art

One of the concerns 1n certain areas of electronics 1s to
measure the temperature of electronic components. For one
example, 1n multi-phase Voltage Regulator (VR) design,
sensing the highest temperature device of the VR board can be
helptul to ensure VR safety operation or long life reliability.
Thus, for example, in certain electronics systems, the system
needs the most critical and hottest thermal information first.
Having the hottest thermal information first may be important
since the hottest temperature may be the best indication of
potential malfunction or risk of hardware damage. For this
purpose, 1n VR board design, a designer typically measures
the board temperature under heavy load condition to find the
highest temperature device on the board. Then the designer
sets a temperature sensor, such as a thermistor, to monitor the
temperature of that device. The exact hottest location infor-
mation would have a lower priority 11 1t were not necessary to
position the thermistor accurately.

Currently, a thermistor 1s used for temperature sensing for
discrete MOSFET-based Voltage Regulators (VRs) or power
System-1n-Package (S1P) type devices for VR.

In a conventional thermistor detection case, 1n the design
stage, one needed to 1dentily (via temperature measurements )
the highest temperature component and then arrange the lay-
out of the components so that the temperature sensor 1s near
(physically proximate to) the highest-temperature compo-
nent. Additionally, one had to depend on airflow strength and
path or MOSFET efficiency wversus various condition
changes, as the hottest device and location may change from
original estimation. To avoid the foregoing 1ssues, multiple
thermistor sensors could be used, but would tend to increase
cost and require multiple Analog-to-Digital converters
(A/Ds) and input terminals 1n the controller of the voltage
regulator.

Certain systems, particularly in the areas of evolving and
emerging technologies, may benefit from the support of criti-
cal temperature reporting systems. Thus, there may be value
in practical approaches to providing critical temperature
reporting systems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One embodiment of the present invention 1s an apparatus.
The apparatus 1includes a power driving system (sometimes
referred to as a configuration) including a plurality of drivers.
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The apparatus also includes a plurality of thermal sensors
respectively, operably connected to each of the plurality of

drivers. Each thermal sensor of the plurality of thermal sen-
sors includes a respective output terminal configured to pro-
vide a voltage representative of the temperature of the respec-
tive driver. The apparatus further includes an output circuit
configured to output the highest temperature information
among the drivers. The output terminals of the plurality of
thermal sensors are tied together.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes an
apparatus. The apparatus includes a power consuming block
means including a plurality of circuit blocks that consumes
power. The apparatus also includes a plurality of respective
thermal sensing means for sensing temperature, operably
connected to each of the plurality of power consuming block
means. Fach thermal sensing means of the plurality of ther-
mal sensing means includes a respective output provision
means for providing a voltage representative of the tempera-
ture of the respective power consuming block means. The
apparatus further includes an output means for outputting the
highest temperature mmformation among the phase voltage
regulating means. The output provision means of the plurality
of thermal sensing means are tied together.

A further embodiment of the present invention 1s a method
The method includes consuming power by a plurality of
nodes daisy chain connected by at least one wire. The method
also includes sensing temperature with a plurality of thermal
sensors respectively, operably connected to each of the plu-
rality ol nodes, wherein each thermal sensor of the plurality of
thermal sensors includes a respective output terminal config-
ured to provide a voltage representative of the temperature of
the respective node, wherein the output terminals of the plu-
rality of thermal sensors are tied together. The method further
includes outputting, via an output circuit, an extreme tem-
perature mformation among the nodes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the advantages of the invention will be readily
understood, a more particular description of the invention
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to spe-
cific embodiments that are illustrated 1n the appended draw-
ings. Understanding that these drawings depict only some
embodiments of the mvention and are not therefore to be
considered to be limiting of 1ts scope, the mvention will be
described and explained with additional specificity and detail
through the use of the accompanying drawings, 1n which:

FIG. 1 shows a photo of a 4-phase Voltage Regulator Mod-
ule (VRM) top and bottom view.

FIG. 2 shows an n-phase VR block diagram using Power
S1P (a device having High-Side MOS, Low-Side MOS and
Driver in one package).

FIG. 3 shows atemperature simulation result for an embed-
ded 4-phase VR with Io=100 A and operation with weak
airflow conditions.

FIG. 4 shows a typical 4-phase VR with a thermistor tem-
perature sensor.

FIG. § illustrates an n-phase VR block diagram with one
wire connecting temperature detection and information sys-
tem, 1n accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 6 illustrates a detail circuit description of a tempera-
ture sensing and one wire driving circuit, in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates with a block diagram a circuit with an
Enable (or Disable) function, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.
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FIG. 8 illustrate a detail circuit of one Temperature Sensor
& Driver block with Enable/Disable functionality, 1n accor-

dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates an apparatus using a high-level block
diagram, i accordance with an embodiment of the present
ivention.

FIG. 10 1llustrates a method using a high-level block dia-
gram, 1n accordance with an embodiment of the present
ivention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT(S)

It will be readily understood that the components of the
invention, as generally described and illustrated 1n the figures
herein, may be arranged and designed 1n a wide variety of
different configurations. Thus, the following more detailed
description of the embodiments of the apparatus, system, and
method of the invention, as represented 1n the attached fig-
ures, 1s not intended to limit the scope of the mvention, as
claimed, but 1s merely representative of selected embodi-
ments of the invention.

The features, structures, or characteristics of the invention
described throughout this specification may be combined 1n
any suitable manner in one or more embodiments. For
example, reference throughout this specification to “certain
embodiments,” “some embodiments,” or similar language
means that a particular feature, structure, or characteristic
described 1n connection with the embodiment 1s included 1n at
least one embodiment of the invention. Thus, appearances of

* Lel

the phrases “in certain embodiments,” “in some embodi-
ment,” “in other embodiments,” or similar language through-
out this specification do not necessarily all refer to the same
group of embodiments and the described features, structures,
or characteristics may be combined 1n any suitable manner 1n
one or more embodiments.

In certain embodiments of the present invention, in a sys-
tem including a multi-part heat generation block, each heat
generation block can have a thermal sensor circuit to measure
the temperature of the block and at least one output terminal
that provides a voltage representative of the block tempera-
ture. Each block temperature output terminal 1s tied or opera-
tively connected to the other output terminals, 1n particular
embodiments of the present invention, in order to find the
hottest temperature information. Thus, in certain embodi-
ments, the system uses only one output and data line to report
the hottest temperature information.

Thus, 1n certain embodiments, a method 1s realized 1n a
circuit block diagram imnvolving at least three terminals. The at
least three terminals are source voltage source (Vcc), sink
source (GND), and temperature output terminal (Vt). A ther-
mal sensing circuit 1s also included 1n these embodiments.
When multiple Vt terminals are appropriately connected to
cach other, the voltage Vt represents the highest sensed tem-
perature.

Certain embodiments of the present invention can measure
the hottest temperature first, or can measure only the hottest
temperature. Also, certain embodiments can avoid an 1ssue
where the device (e.g. the phase VR) that has the highest
temperature within a package (e.g. a single chip including a
phase VR and related circuitry) 1s not necessarily always the
same device. Furthermore, certain embodiments of the
present invention can avoid having to detect the exact maxi-
mum heat-generating device during the design stage of the
voltage regulator (e.g. multi-phase or multi-rail voltage regu-
lator). In multi-phase voltage regulation, in certain embodi-

ments, each phase VR has a thermal sensor circuit and at least
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one output terminal that outputs voltage representing the VR
temperature. Certain embodiments tie or operably connect
cach of the VR thermal output terminals together to obtain the
hottest temperature information.

Certain embodiments of the present invention may sim-
plify circuit design by obviating the need to measure the
highest component temperature 1n design, and may also pro-
vide advantages in terms of automatically detecting the high-
est temperature component even when environmental condi-
tions change. Also, the Pulse Width Modulation (PWM)
controller may need only one A/D converter and one 1nput
terminal and may be implemented using a simple connection,
since the PWM controller may receive a single temperature
reading from the tied or operably connected output terminals.

FIG. 1 shows a typical multi-phase Voltage Regulator (VR)
Module (VRM). The multi-phase VR shown in FIG. 1 1s
usetul for server applications to supply 1~1.5V over 100 A
from aVcec 12V line. In FIG. 1, a 4-phase example 1s shown,
although the present invention 1s not limited to applications
involving 4-phase VRMs. In this Figure, (1) 1s a pulse-width-
modulation (PWM) controller, (2)~(5) are power systems-in-
packages (S1Ps) which can accommodate High-Side and
Low-Side MOSFETSs and a Driver in one package, and (6)~
(9) are output inductors. This VRM 1s typically located as
close as possible to aload, such as a Central Processing Unity
(CPU) or a memory. Close location may help to reduce IR
drop between the CRM and the load. Therefore, VRMs are
often designed to be as small 1n size as possible. High power
handling and small size can make thermal design and moni-
toring difficult.

In FI1G. 2, (1) 1llustrates a PWM controller to drive Power
S1P multi-phase operation and (2)~(4) are Power S1Ps. Also,
(2.1) 1s a dniver, (2.2) 1s a High-Side MOSFET and (2.3) 1s a
Low-Si1de MOSFET. Additionally, (5)~(7) are output induc-
tors, (8) 1s an output capacitor and (9) 1s a load. In the example
shown in FI1G. 2, when the PWM 1s High, the current “1” tlows
in from Vcc to High-Side MOSFET (2.2) to Inductor (5) to
Load (9) to GND (ground).

Ldi/dt1 =Vee-Vout

When PWM 1s low, High-Side MOSFET (2.2) 1s OFF and
Low-Side MOSFFT (2.3)1s ON. The current “1” flows 1n from
GND to Inductor (5) to Load (9) and back to GND.

Ldi/dr2=Vout
Hence

Vout/ Vec=dtl/(drl +di2 y=duty

Furthermore, the PWM 1for each phase (PWMI1~n) has
almost same duty cycle as the other phases to produce the
same output voltage and share the current equally, at least 1n
theory.

FIG. 3 shows a thermal simulation result of an embedded
4-phase VR at 100 A with weak airflow conditions. Even
though each phase VR consumes almost the same power,
depending on the location and environmental conditions the
highest temperature device can change. There 1s a difference,
for mnstance, in temperature in FIG. 3 between Chl and Ch3,
which are at different temperatures because they are at dif-
terent locations and recerve slightly different airflows.

Designers usually consider that the highest temperature of
a device may be limited by the maximum junction tempera-
ture of the silicon device. From a reliability point of view, the
designer may also need to consider printed circuit board
(PCB) surface temperature. Once the system detects a critical
high temperature, the system controller (e.g. the PWM con-
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troller) may speed up the air fan or reduce the load’s required
power to ensure safety 1n operation and avoid damage to the
components.

For this purpose, FIG. 4 shows a temperature sensing
example. In a conventional system one can mount a ther-
mistor (10) on the highest temperature device in order to
monitor the temperature of that device. This technology may
impose several constraints. First, the designer may need to
know a priori the highest temperature device so as to properly
mount the thermistor. However, which device has the highest
temperature may change according to environmental condi-
tions such as airtlow strength, airflow path, components den-
sity, box size, PCB size or the like. Thus, there may need to be
some location adjustment in a final set test. Additionally, 1t the
selection 1s not correct, the thermistor may provide an 1nac-
curate reading of a device that 1s not the hottest device.

Additionally, the thermistor cannot detect precisely the
exact junction temperature of the power device, but instead
can only measure the environmental temperature outside the
package. Although 1t may not be critical to know the exact
junction temperature, the thermistor’s reading of the tem-
perature 1s relatively indirect, as various factors such as con-
duction and convection may prevent good thermal coupling
between the thermistor and the device whose temperature 1t 1s
intended to sense.

Certain devices can have more or fewer phases operational
at a time. It should be apparent that temperature conditions
will necessarily be different when a single phase 1s opera-
tional as compared to when two or four phases are opera-
tional. This phase shedding condition can prevent a single
thermistor from providing suificient data, leading to the need
to include multiple thermistors, one for each phase.

Certain embodiments of the present mvention, embodi-
ments that do not require a thermistor, can circumvent at least
some of the above-identified concerns. Specifically, certain
embodiments of the present invention can be implemented
within a package rather than simply close to the package.
Thus, certain embodiments of the present invention employ
no thermistors 1n the temperature sensing of the voltage regu-
lator.

FIG. 5 shows a new temperature sensing and drive method
for VR systems, according to certain embodiments of the
present invention. As shown 1n FIG. 5, each Power S1P (2)~
(4) has a temperature sensing and drive circuit (2.4)~(4.4)
(shown as a block, detail will be provided below of certain
embodiments of this block). This circuit can detect the tem-
perature inside of a package and can be manufactured with the
same die as the driver chip (2.1)~(4.1). The driver chip can be
located beside High-Side MOSFET (2.2)~(4.2) and Low-
Side MOSFET (2.3)~(4.4) 1n the package, and can be well
thermal coupled to the MOSFETs. The temperature drive
circuit can have at least one output terminal to tie to other
output terminals. The driver can momitor the tied information
and compare sensing temperature information. It the sensed
temperature 1s higher than the tied information, the output
circuit can hold the sensed temperature information. If the
tied information 1s higher than sensed information, the output
circuit can keep the tied information to 1ts original level. Thus,
among the tied information, the highest value 1s sent to the
Pulse Width Modulator Integrated Circuit (PWMIC) or other
controller as the highest temperature information.

When this application speaks of the output terminals being
tied, this 1s to be understood broadly. For example, 1n some
embodiments discussed below, the tying 1s via an Operational
Amplifier (OP Amp) circuit, although other functionally
similar operational connections are also permitted within the
concept of tying.
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As noted above, 1n FIG. 5 (1) 1s a multi-phase PWM con-
troller and (2)~(4) are dc-dc power converters for multi-phase
VR. Each dc-dc power convertor in this example has a tem-
perature sensor and drive circuit (2.4),(3.4)~(4.4) and one
temperature information output terminal. The output termi-
nals are tied and operatively connected to an A/D (analog to
digital) convertor of the PWM controller. The PWM control-
ler, 1n this example, communicates with a system controller to
report the hottest temperature data.

The PWM Controller (1) can create PWM pulses (PWMI,
2, ...n)to generate a desired output voltage to theload (9) and
to keep current sharing on the various channels (Chl-~n)
equal. Chl~n are multi-phase VRs, 1n which each PWM 1s
phase shifted 27t/n (this 1s one example, but 1s not necessarily
required for practice of the mvention). Chl accommodates
PWM dnver (2.1) for High-Side (2.2) & Low-Side (2.3)
MOSFET and (1n this example) Temperature Sense and Drive
circuit (2.4), which 1s on the same die of PWM driver (the
“same die” aspect 1s simply one embodiment of the present
invention). Temperature Sense (or “Temperature Sensing ™—
the two concepts are equivalent) and Drive circuit can have at
least one output terminal. The temperature output terminals
can be tied each other by one connection pattern. Through
tying the output terminals to each other, the circuit can auto-
matically select the highest temperature information as out-
put data. The A/D convertor of a PWMIC or a system control
microcontroller unit (IMCU) can read this temperature data.
Output inductor (5) and capacitor (8) can be connected to an
output terminal.

FIG. 6 shows an example of a temperature sensor and drive
circuit. The temperature of the MOSFET 1s detected by an
on-package sensing device D11, D12. Diode forwarding volt-
age can have, for example, ~-2 mV/° C. temperature depen-
dency. If VE(@25 C)=6350 mV and T1 block MOSFET tem-
perature teaches 100 C, the diodes voltage D11+D12 cam go
to (650-2(100-25))x2=1000 mV.

In this example, 500 mV feeds to the OPAmpl (+) (posi-
tive) input. If T2 block MOSFET temperature 1s 105° C., the
diodes voltage D21+D22 goes to (650-2(105-23))x@=980
mV. These two outputs (7)(17) can be tied each other, so the
common voltage 1s fixed to the lower voltage as 980 mV.
OPAmpl (+)1input=1000 mV and (-) (negative) mput=980
mV, so OPAmp1 output rises up to ~Vcc but output diode D13
blocks the output current flow out from OPAmp output to
terminal (7). In this manner, the output temperature signal 1s
selected to be the lowest voltage, which translates to the
highest temperature information. Thus, the tying of the output

terminals can be performed through this example OP Amp
circuit.

In FIG. 6, T1 and T2 are built-in different Power SiPs. For
11, the bias current 111 (1) flow 1nto Silicon PN junction
diodes D11 (2) and D12 (3), which results 1n the generation of
forwarding voltage as a temperature sensing voltage. The OP
Ampl (4) (+) input receives this sensing voltage and the (-)
input 1s connected to the output terminal (7). OP Amp1 output
connects to diode D13 (5) cathode then anode connects to
output terminal. A pull-up current source 112 (6) connects to
the output terminal. T2 has essentially the same circuit as T1.
BlockT1 and T2 (... Tn) outputs are then tied to each other.

It should be noted that 1n FIG. 6,111 1s the bias forwarding
current of diodes.

VADL 1)+ VAD12)=2*In(I1 UIs)*kT/q

Is; saturation current

K; Boltzmann Function 1.3806 E-23 (J/Kelvin)
T; Temperature Kelvin

q; Electric charge
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Approximately the sensed voltage VI(D11)+V1(DD12) may
be 1.2V (room temperature) and can, 1n this example, have
~—4 mV/° C. temperature dependency.

For example, 1n FI1G. 6, 11 T1 block 1s 100° C. and T2 block
1s 110° C., OP Amp 1 and 2 (+) input voltages are below.

OP Ampl (+) input; 1.20-(100-25)*0.004=0.90 (V)

OP Amp2 (+) input; 1.20-(110-25)*0.004=0.86 (V)

If there 1s no output voltage lower than 0.86V, OP Amp 1
drives the output voltage (17) to 0.86V. OP Amp2 works as
unity gain amplifier, OP Amp2 (-) input voltage 1s 0.86V and
OP Amp2 output voltage 1s ~0.43V.

On the other hand, OP Ampl (-) mput 1s 0.86V, so OP
Ampl1 output voltage will be ~Vcc (or Vomax) and D13 1s cut
off because of reverse bias. OP Ampl, thus, works as an open
loop gain circuit.

This circuit drives the lowest OP Amp (+) input voltage to
the output terminal only so as to tie the output terminals to
cach other. In this particular example, the lowest voltage
represents the highest temperature. To achieve exact same
temperature detection voltage between different dies, one
may need to employ on-chip trimming of 111(121). Thus, in
certain embodiments of the present mvention on-chip trim-
ming 1s implemented to standardize temperature detection
voltages.

For a system, 1t may be more important to detect the highest
temperature value and not necessarily as important to define
the exact component to reach that temperature. However, 1
such component-level information 1s needed, an enhance-
ment to the basic circuitry outlined above 1s possible. For
example, 1t 1s possible to i1dentily the exact component by
using Enable/Disable control to the driver circuit. For
example, i one selects OP Ampl as enabled and sets disable
for another OP Amp (OP Amp 2, 3, . . . n), one can select to
read T1 block temperature. Using the same technique, one
can monitor each block temperature through selective dis-
abling. Likewise, if 1t 1s believed that a sense circuit 1s pro-
viding faulty information it could be disables using this
mechanism.

FI1G. 7 illustrates a block diagram of another example of
embodiment. Each Temperature Sense and Drive (*“I.S. &
Dr.””) block1s controlled by Enable/Disable signal from PWM
Controller or system control MCU. When all of Enable/Dis-
able signal selects “Enable”, system works as the highest
temperature sensing systems. If only one Enable/Disable sig-
nal selects “Enable’” and others to “Disable”, the system can
measure the individual channel temperatures. In the same
manner, time sharing Enable/Disable control can detect exact
temperature of every channel.

FI1G. 8 illustrates another embodiment of a of temperature
sense and driver with enable control. The bias current 111
flows 1into Silicon PN junction diodes D11 and D12 generates
forwarding voltage as a temperature sensing voltage in this
example. Nch (n channel) MOSFET Q1, Q2 works a differ-
ential amplifier and converts Q1 gate to Q2 gate input voltage
to provide signal current. 113 1s the current source of the
differential amplifier 1n this example. Q1 drain current can be
mirrored by Pch Q3, Q4 current mirror and Q2 drain current
can be mirrored by Pch Q5, Q6 current mirror. In this
example, Q3 current 1s also held-back by Nch Q7, Q8 current
mirror. The bias currents of Q6 and Q8 are roughly the same
but signal current can change on Q6 and Q8 drain voltage with
very high voltage gain. This signal voltage can serve as input
of Q9. Q9 drain 1s the output of the OP Amp which has Q1
gate (+) and Q2 gate (-) iput.

114 1s the bias current source of Q9 in this particular
example. D13 1s the diode between OP Amp output and
output terminal (7). 112 1s a current source to pull up the
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output terminal. Nch Q10 1s the switch to control Enable/
Disable. When Q10 1s ON, the drain current of Q6 will short

to GND and Q9 will be cut off. Q9 drain voltage will be Vcc
and D13 will be cut off by reverse bias in this particular
example, when the circuit operates as expected. The tempera-
ture drive circuit becomes 1nactive under such conditions.
Enable/Disable 1 mput signal connects to INV to control
(Q10. This 1s only one example of the exact circuit implemen-
tation, and 1s not limiting.

FI1G. 9 1llustrates an apparatus according to an embodiment
ol the present invention using a high-level block diagram. As
shown 1n FIG. 9, the apparatus can include a multi-part (1.e.
multi-phase or multi-rail, in which each rail can be either
single phase or multi-phase) voltage regulator 910 including,
a plurality of phase voltage regulators 9135. The apparatus can
also include a plurality of respective thermal sensors 920
operably connected to each of the plurality of phase voltage
regulators 9135 (e.g. one or more thermal sensor 920 for each
corresponding phase voltage regulator 915). Each thermal
sensor 920 of the plurality of thermal sensors 920 includes a
respective output terminal 925 configured to provide a volt-
age representative of the temperature of the respective phase
voltage regulator 915. The apparatus can further include an
output circuit 930 configured to provide the highest tempera-
ture information among the phase voltage regulators as an
output 9335 of the output circuit 930, 1.e. to output the highest
temperature information among the phase voltage regulators.
The output terminals (925) of the plurality of thermal sensors
can be tied together (for example, via the output circuit 930).

In the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 9, each respective phase
voltage regulator 915 and thermal sensor 920 corresponding
to the respective phase voltage regulator can be provided as a
package. The respective phase voltage regulator 915 includes
a high-side MOSFFET, a low-side MOSFFET, and a drive. The
temperature sensor 915 1s configured to thermally couple (1.¢.
to couple well enough to perform accurate junction tempera-
ture measurement) with the high-side MOSFET and the low-
side MOSFET, to detect a combined temperature of the high-
side MOSFET and the low-side MOSFET, and to generate a
representative voltage corresponding to power consumed 1n
the package at the respective output terminal 925.

In the embodiment 1llustrated in FIG. 9, each respective
thermal sensor 920 can be configured to use silicon PN junc-
tion forward voltage temperature dependency. Furthermore,
forwarding current can be trimmed to achieve a same for-
warding voltage (for thermal sensor that 1s using Silicon PN
junction forward voltage temperature dependency) under
fixed temperature conditions. Additionally, the output circuit
930 can either include or be a voltage selector configured to
select an extreme (1.€. etther the highest or the lowest) voltage
of voltages presented at the plurality of output terminals 925
(1n the example above, the lowest voltage was of interest,
although other embodiments are not excluded).

The voltage selector can include an OP Amp. The positive
input of the OP Amp may be connected to the thermal sensor
920, the output of the OP Amp may be coupled to a first
terminal of a diode, and the negative terminal of the OP Amp
may be connected to a second terminal of the diode. In certain
embodiments, each respective thermal sensor 920 may
include the optional feature of a disable input 940 (which may
also be logically equivalent to an enable 1nput) configured to
receive a signal to disable any normal output of the respective
thermal sensor 920.

FIG. 10 illustrates a method according to certain embodi-
ments of the present invention using a high-level block dia-
gram. In the embodiment 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10, the method
can include regulating voltage 1010 1n a multi-part (e.g.
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multi-phase and/or multi-rail) voltage regulator including a
plurality of phase voltage regulators. The method can also
include sensing temperature 1020 with a plurality of thermal
sensors respectively, operably connected to each of the plu-
rality of phase voltage regulators. Each thermal sensor of the
plurality of thermal sensors includes a respective output ter-
minal configured to provide a voltage representative of the
temperature of the respective phase voltage regulator. The
output terminals of the plurality of thermal sensors are tied
together. The method also includes providing 1030, via an
output circuit, an extreme temperature nformation (for
example, the highest temperature information or the lowest
temperature information) among the phase voltage regulators
as an output of the output circuat.

In certain embodiments of the method shown 1n FIG. 10,
cach respective thermal sensor uses Silicon PN junction for-
ward voltage temperature dependency. Additionally, certain
embodiments include the optional feature of trimming for-
warding current 1040 to achieve a same forwarding voltage
under fixed temperature conditions. The method can be per-
tormed such that the output circuit provides the highest tem-
perature information using a voltage selector that selects an
extreme voltage of voltages presented at the plurality of out-
put terminals.

In certain embodiments of the method shown 1n FIG. 10,
the method may also include disabling 1050 at least one of the
plurality of thermal sensors via a respective disable input. The
disabling 1050 may include disabling any normal output of
the respective thermal sensor (although expressed 1n terms of
disabling, enabling 1s simply disabling mverted, and conse-
quently should be viewed as the same functionality). This
disabling 1050 1s an optional feature that does not necessarily
have to be included 1n every embodiment.

When each respective phase voltage regulator and thermal
sensor corresponding to the respective phase voltage regula-
tor 1s provided as a package and the respective phase voltage
regulator includes a high-side MOSFET, a low-side MOS-
FET, and a drive, the method may also include thermally
coupling the temperature sensor with the high-side MOSFET
and the low-side MOSFET. The method may further include
detecting a combined temperature of the high-side MOSFET
and the low-side MOSFET. The method may additionally
include generating a representative voltage corresponding to
power consumed 1n the package at the respective output ter-
minal.

One having ordinary skill 1n the art will readily understand
that the invention as discussed above may be practiced with
steps 1n a different order, and/or with hardware elements 1n
configurations which are different than those which are dis-
closed. Therefore, although the invention has been described
based upon these preferred embodiments, 1t would be appar-
ent to those of skill in the art that certain modifications,
variations, and alternative constructions would be apparent,
while remaining within the spirit and scope of the invention.
In order to determine the metes and bounds of the invention,
therefore, reference should be made to the appended claims.

We claim:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

a configuration comprising a plurality of heat generation
devices;

a plurality of thermal sensors operably connected to each
of the plurality of heat generation devices, respectively,
wherein each thermal sensor of the plurality of thermal
sensors comprises a respective output terminal config-
ured to provide a voltage representative of the tempera-
ture of 1ts respective heat generation device; and
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an output circuit configured to output the highest tempera-
ture information among the heat generation devices,

wherein the output terminals of the plurality of thermal
sensors are tied together at a node such that the node 1s
driven to a lowest of the voltages representative of the
temperatures of the heat generation devices.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the configuration
comprises a power driving configuration and the heat genera-
tion devices comprise semiconductor power devices.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the configuration
comprises a power consuming configuration and the heat
generation devices comprise power consuming devices.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each respective heat
generation device and thermal sensor corresponding to the
respective heat generation device 1s provided as a package,

wherein the respective heat generation device comprises a

high-side MOSFET, a low-side MOSFFET, and a drive,
and

wherein the temperature sensor 1s configured to thermally

couple with the high-side MOSFET and the low-side
MOSFET, to detect a combined temperature of the high-
stde MOSFET and the low-side MOSFET, and to gen-
crate a representative voltage corresponding to power
consumed 1n the package at the respective output termi-
nal.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each respective ther-
mal sensor 1s configured to use Silicon PN junction forward
voltage temperature dependency.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein forwarding current 1s
trimmed to achieve a same forwarding voltage under fixed
temperature conditions.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the output circuit
comprises a voltage selector configured to select an extreme
voltage of voltages presented at the plurality of output termi-
nals.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the voltage selector
comprises an OP Amp, wherein the positive input of the OP
Amp 1s connected to the thermal sensor, the output of the OP
Amp 1s coupled to a first terminal of a diode, and the negative
terminal of the OP Amp 1s connected to a second terminal of
the diode.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the configuration 1s a
multi-phase voltage regulator or a multi-rail voltage regula-
tor.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each respective
thermal sensor comprises a disable mput configured to
receive a signal to disable any normal output of the respective
thermal sensor.

11. An apparatus, comprising: a multi-part voltage regula-
tion means for regulating voltage, comprising a plurality of
phase voltage regulating means for regulating voltage of a
respective phase; a plurality of thermal sensing means for
sensing temperature operably connected to each of the plu-
rality of phase voltage regulating means, respectively,
wherein each thermal sensing means of the plurality of ther-
mal sensing means comprises a respective output provision
means for providing a voltage representative of the tempera-
ture of the respective phase voltage regulating means; and an
output means for outputting the highest temperature informa-
tion among the phase voltage regulating means, wherein the
output provision means of the plurality of thermal sensing
means are tied together at a node such that the node 1s driven
to a lowest of the voltages representative of the temperatures
of the phase voltage regulating means.

12. A method, comprising: consuming power by a plurality
of nodes daisy chain connected by at least one wire; sensing
temperature with a plurality of thermal sensors operably con-
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nected to each of the plurality of nodes, respectively, wherein
cach thermal sensor of the plurality of thermal sensors com-
prises a respective output terminal configured to provide a
voltage representative of the temperature of the respective
node, wherein the output terminals of the plurality of thermal
sensors are tied together at a common node such that the
common node 1s driven to a lowest of the voltages represen-
tative of the temperatures; and outputting, via an output cir-
cuit, an extreme temperature information among the nodes.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein each respective ther-
mal sensor uses Silicon PN junction forward voltage tempera-
ture dependency.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising: trimming
forwarding current to achieve a same forwarding voltage

under fixed temperature conditions.
15. The method of claim 12, wherein the output circuit
provides the highest temperature information using a voltage
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selector that selects an extreme voltage of voltages presented
at the plurality of output terminals.

16. The method of claim 12, further comprising: output-
ting, via an output circuit, the lowest temperature information
among the nodes.

17. The method of claim 12, further comprising: disabling
at least one of the plurality of thermal sensors via a respective
disable input wherein the disabling comprises disabling any
normal output of the respective thermal sensor.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein the method 1s realized
in devices having at least three terminals comprising Vcc,
GND, and the output terminals, wherein the output terminals
are configured to provide the voltage representative of the
respective node, wherein the output terminals are tied
together, the method further comprising: and outputting the
highest or lowest temperature information among the nodes.
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