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NOTE: AH-S = Change in Height per Step
AH-t = Change in Height per second
D = Time duration

Sensor Data

Threshold 5 < AH-t and
AH-t < Threshold 6 for
D > Threshold 7

Yes Yes/ \To

User State = Escalator User State = inactive
or Elevator

No

s User walking/running?

Yes User State = Level Ground

(Noise or measurement Artifact)

AH-S > Threshold 1

No

AH-S > Threshold 2 User State = Walking on Escalator

AH-S > Threshold 3 User State = Traversing Stairs

H-S > Threshold 4 User State = Traversing Hill

User State = Level Ground F | G U RE 4 K
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NOTE: AH-S = Change in Height per Step
AH-t = Change in Height per second
D = Time duration

Sensor Data HR = Heart Rate

No Threshold 5 < AH-t and

AH-t < Threshold 6 for
D > Threshold 7

Yes \':‘0
Yes
User State = Escalator User State = inactive
or Elevator

ls User walking/running’?

Yes
° User State = Level Ground

(Noise aor measurement Artifact)

AH-S > Threshold 1

No No

User State =
Yes Yes
AH-S > Threshold 2 HR > Threshoid 8 Walking on
Escalator
No
Yes User State =
Yes HR > Threshold Traversing
AH-S > Threshold 3 Stairs
No
NO User State =
| evel Ground
No

Yes

.&H“S -~ ThTEShOld 4 Yes User State =

HR > Threshold 10 Traversing Hill

No

User State = Level Ground

FIGURE 4L
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Walking/ No

Running?

- State=0
Reset Filter

NO NO

Step
Detected? .

Yes

Take Altitude Take Altitude
Measurement Measurement
rwr to=1

Flltermg Outller Rejectlon N
and Artifact Compensation

. Yes
Filter Reset?

No -HREF " EST

Ly

State Machine
Processing

e e o L S .

FIGURE 8C
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Reset Filter
Yes
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PORTABLE MONITORING DEVICES AND
METHODS OF OPERATING SAME

RELATED APPLICATION

This application 1s a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/249,153, filed on Sep. 29, 2011 now U.S. Pat. No.

8,180,592, entitled “Portable Monitoring Devices and Meth-
ods of Operating Same” (still pending), which 1s a divisional
of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/156,304, filed on Jun. 8,
2011, entitled “Portable Monitoring Devices and Methods of
Operating Same” (still pending). These non-provisional

applications claim priority to U.S. Provisional Application
No. 61/388,593, entitled “Portable Monitoring Devices and

Methods of Operating Same™, filed Sep. 30, 2010, and U.S.
Provisional Application No. 61/390,811, entitled “Portable
Monitoring Devices and Methods of Operating Same”, filed
Oct. 7, 2010; the contents of these U.S. Provisional Applica-
tions are incorporated by reference herein 1n their entirety.

INTRODUCTION

The present inventions relate to portable monitoring
devices, and method of operating and controlling same,
wherein the portable monitoring devices include an altitude
sensor, motion sensor and processing circuitry to calculate,
assess and/or determine calorie burn and/or other activity-
related quantities of the user (for example, a human or non-
human amimal such as a dog, cat or horse). In these aspects,
the present inventions employ the altitude sensor data and the
motion sensor data to calculate, assess and/or determine the
calorie burn and/or other activity-related quantities of the user
(for example, number of steps and/or stairs, number of stair
flights, elevation gain/loss from ambulatory and/or non-am-
bulatory locomotion, absolute elevation, elevation and/or
activity points, activity intensity, distance traveled and/or
pace, number of swim strokes and/or kicks, strokes per lap,
lap time, pace and/or distance, number of pedal rotations of a
bicycle, arm or wheel rotation of a wheelchair, heart rate,
heart rate variability, respiration rate, stress levels, skin tem-
perature, body temperature). In the following disclosure, use
of the term “activity” includes sedentary and nonsedentary
activities. As such, the present inventions also may be used to
monitor activities related to sleeping, lying, sitting, and stand-
ing stationary and may provide corresponding metrics (for
example, time asleep, the onset, duration, and number of
awakenings while attempting to sleep, the time spent 1n vari-
ous stages of sleep, sleep latency, sleep efliciency and other
sleep quality parameters, the presence of sleep apnea and
other diagnostic measures, time spent 1n a prone non-standing
state, and resting heart rate).

In other aspects, the portable momtoring device of the
present mnventions may include a physiological sensor, in
addition to the altitude sensor, motion sensor and processing
circuitry. In these aspects, the present inventions employ the
physiological sensor data, altitude sensor data and motion
sensor data to calculate, assess and/or determine the calorie
burn and/or such other activity-related quantities of the user.

In certain aspects the processing circuitry 1s partially or
wholly disposed external to the portable monitoring device
wherein the external processing circuitry receives partially
processed or “raw” sensor data. Here, the external processing,
circuitry partially or wholly calculates, assesses and/or deter-
mines the calorie burn and/or other activity-related quantities
of the user.

Notably, the present inventions also relate to techmiques or
methods of calculating, assessing and/or determiming the
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calorie burn and/or other activity-related quantities of the user
based on or using sensor data acquired by a portable moni-

toring device, for example, devices according to any of the of
the present inventions.

SUMMARY

There are many iventions described and illustrated herein.
The present inventions are neither limited to any single aspect
nor embodiment thereol, nor to any combinations and/or
permutations of such aspects and/or embodiments. Moreover,
cach of the aspects of the present inventions, and/or embodi-
ments thereol, may be employed alone or in combination with
one or more of the other aspects of the present inventions
and/or embodiments thereot. For the sake of brevity, many of
those permutations and combinations will not be discussed
separately herein.

Importantly, this Summary may not be reflective of or
correlate to the mventions protected by the claims 1n this or
continuation/divisional applications hereof. Even where this
Summary 1s reflective of or correlates to the imventions pro-
tected by the claims hereof, this Summary may not be exhaus-
tive of the scope of the present inventions.

In a first aspect, the present inventions are directed to a
portable monitoring device to calculate calorie burn or expen-
diture of a user wherein the portable monitoring device
includes a housing having a physical size and shape that 1s
adapted to couple to the body of the user. In this first aspect,
the portable monitoring device includes a motion sensor to
detect motion of the user and, 1n response, to generate data
which 1s representative ol motion of the user, and an altitude
sensor to detect a change in altitude of the user and, 1n
response, to generate data which 1s representative of the
change 1n altitude of the user. The portable monitoring device
may also include processing circuitry, coupled to the motion
sensor and the altitude sensor, to (a) calculate data which 1s
representative of a change 1n elevation of the user using (1) the
data which 1s representative of motion of the user and (11) the
data which 1s representative of a change 1n altitude of the user,
(b) calculate first calorie burn using the data which 1s repre-
sentative of motion of the user, and (c¢) calculate second
calorie burn by adjusting the first calorie burn based on data
which 1s representative of a change 1n elevation of the user.

The portable monitoring device may also include a display,
coupled to the processing circuitry, to output the second calo-
rie burn.

In one embodiment, the processing circuitry of the portable
monitoring device determines a change in elevation of the
user when (1) the data which 1s representative of motion of the
user exceeds a first threshold and (1) the data which is repre-
sentative ol a change 1n altitude of the user exceeds a second
threshold.

The processing circuitry may also calculate data which 1s
representative of an accumulation of changes 1n elevation of
the user by summing data which 1s representative of changes
in elevation of the user 1n response to detecting a predeter-
mined motion of the user based on the data which 1s repre-
sentative ol motion of the user. Here, the processing circuitry
may calculate an altitude metric (for example, a number of
stairs and/or a number of flights of stairs) using the data which
1s representative of the accumulation of changes 1n elevation
of the user. A display, may output the altitude metric.

In another embodiment, the processing circuitry may also
calculate data which 1s representative of an increase and/or
decrease 1n elevation for a given time period using the data
which 1s representative of a change 1n elevation of the user,
and a display may output the data which 1s representative of
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(1) an 1ncrease and/or decrease 1n elevation for a given time
period, and (11) the second calorie burn.

Notably, the motion sensor, in one embodiment, may be a
pedometer and the altitude sensor may be sampled based on
data which 1s representative of determining a step by the user.

In another aspect, the present inventions are directed to a
portable momtoring device to calculate calorie burn of a user,
wherein the portable monitoring device includes a housing
having a physical size and shape that 1s adapted to couple to
the body of the user. The portable monitoring device again
includes a motion sensor to detect motion of the user and, in
response, to generate data which 1s representative of motion
ol the user, and an altitude sensor to detect a change 1n altitude
of the user and, 1n response, to generate data which 1s repre-
sentative of the change 1n altitude of the user. In this aspect,
the processing circuitry (a) calculates data which 1s represen-
tative of a change 1n elevation of the user using (1) the data
which 1s representative of motion of the user and (1) the data
which 1s representative of a change 1n altitude of the user, (b)
calculates a speed of the user using the data which is repre-
sentative of motion of the user, (¢) calculates calorie burn
using (1) the data which 1s representative of motion of the user,
(1) the data which 1s representative of a change 1n elevation of
the user, and (111) the speed of the user.

In one embodiment, the portable monitoring device also
calculates an activity state of the user using the data which 1s
representative of an ambulatory speed of the user, and calorie
burn using (1) the data which 1s representative of motion of the
user, (1) the data which 1s representative of a change in
clevation of the user, (111) the speed of the user, and (1v) the
activity state of the user. The processing circuitry may deter-
mine the activity state of the user based on data from the
motion and/or altitude sensors, and/or based on imput data or
an input mnstruction.

In one embodiment, the processing circuitry correlates the
data which 1s representative of a change 1n elevation of the
user to a number of stairs and/or a number of tlights of stairs.
Indeed, the processing circuitry may calculate an altitude
metric using the data which 1s representative of a change in
clevation of the user. The altitude metric may include a num-
ber of stairs and/or a number of flights of stairs. A display,
coupled to the processing circuitry, may output the altitude
metric. Moreover, circuitry, coupled to the processing cir-
cuitry, may be employed to output data which 1s representa-
tive of: (1) the altitude metric and (11) the calorie burn.

In another embodiment, the processing circuitry deter-
mines a change in elevation of the user when (1) the data
which 1s representative of motion of the user exceeds a first
threshold and (11) the data which 1s representative of a change
in altitude of the user exceeds a second threshold. The pro-
cessing circuitry may also calculate data which 1s represen-
tative of an accumulation of changes in elevation of the user
by summing data which 1s representative of changes in eleva-
tion of the user in response to detecting a predetermined
motion of the user based on the data which is representative of
motion of the user.

Indeed, 1n another embodiment, the processing circuitry
may calculate data which 1s representative ol an increase
and/or decrease 1n elevation for a given time period using the
data which 1s representative of a change 1n elevation of the
user; and a display may output the data which 1s representa-
tive of an 1ncrease and/or decrease 1n elevation.

In another aspect, the present inventions are again directed
to a portable monitoring having a motion sensor to detect
motion of the user and, 1n response, to generate data which 1s
representative of motion of the user, and an altitude sensor to
detect a change 1n altitude of the user and, 1n response, to
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generate data which 1s representative of the change 1n altitude
of the user. In this aspect, the processing circuitry calculates
(a) data which 1s representative of a change in elevation of the
user using (1) the data which 1s representative of motion of the
user and (11) the data which 1s representative of a change in
altitude of the user, (b) an activity state of the user using the
data which 1s representative of motion of the user, and (c)
calorie burn using (1) the data which 1s representative of
motion of the user, (11) the activity state, and (111) data which
1s representative ol a change 1n elevation of the user. The
housing of the portable monitoring device includes a physical
s1ze and shape that 1s adapted to couple to the body of the user.

Notably, the processing circuitry may determine the activ-
ity state of the user based on data from the motion sensor, data
from the altitude sensor, input data and/or input instruction.

In one embodiment, the processing circuitry correlates the
data which 1s representative of a change 1n elevation of the
user to a number of stairs and/or a number of tlights of stairs.
In another embodiment, the processing circuitry further cal-
culates an altitude metric (for example, a number of stairs
and/or tlights of stairs traversed by the user) based on the data
which 1s representative of a change in elevation of the user and
the data which 1s representative of motion of the user. Cir-
cuitry, coupled to the processing circuitry, may output data
which 1s representative of: (1) the altitude metric and (11) the
calorie burn. Indeed, a display, coupled to the processing
circuitry, may output the altitude metric and the calorie burn.

In yet another embodiment, the processing circuitry deter-
mines a change in elevation of the user when (1) the data
which 1s representative of motion of the user exceeds a first
threshold and (11) the data which 1s representative of a change
in altitude of the user exceeds a second threshold. The pro-
cessing circultry may calculate data which 1s representative of
an accumulation of changes in elevation of the user by sum-
ming data which 1s representative of changes in elevation of
the user 1n response to detecting a predetermined motion of
the user based on the data which 1s representative of motion of
the user.

The portable monitoring device may include a display,
coupled to the processing circuitry. Here, the processing cir-
cuitry may calculate data which 1s representative of an
increase and/or decrease 1n elevation for a given time period
using the data which 1s representative of a change 1n elevation
of the user and the data which is representative of motion of
the user. The display outputs the data which 1s representative
ol an increase and/or decrease 1n elevation.

As stated herein, there are many inventions, and aspects of
the inventions, described and illustrated herein. This Sum-
mary 1s not exhaustive of the scope of the present inventions.
Indeed, this Summary may not be retlective of or correlate to
the imnventions protected by the claims 1n this or continuation/
divisional applications hereof.

Moreover, this Summary 1s not mtended to be limiting of
the inventions or the claims (whether the currently presented
claims or claims of a divisional/continuation application) and
should not be interpreted 1n that manner. While certain
embodiments have been described and/or outlined in this
Summary, 1t should be understood that the present inventions
are not limited to such embodiments, description and/or out-
line, nor are the claims limited in such a manner (which
should also not be interpreted as being limited by this Sum-
mary).

Indeed, many other aspects, inventions and embodiments,
which may be different from and/or similar to, the aspects,
inventions and embodiments presented in this Summary, will
be apparent from the description, illustrations and claims,
which follow. In addition, although wvarious {eatures,
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attributes and advantages have been described 1n this Sum-
mary and/or are apparent 1n light thereoft, it should be under-
stood that such features, attributes and advantages are not
required whether in one, some or all of the embodiments of
the present inventions and, indeed, need not be present 1n any
of the embodiments of the present inventions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the course of the detailed description to follow, reference
will be made to the attached drawings. These drawings show
different aspects of the present inventions and, where appro-
priate, reference numerals 1llustrating like structures, compo-
nents, materials and/or elements in different figures are
labeled similarly. It 1s understood that various combinations
of the structures, components, and/or elements, other than
those specifically shown, are contemplated and are within the
scope of the present inventions.

Moreover, there are many mventions described and illus-
trated herein. The present inventions are neither limited to any
single aspect nor embodiment thereof, nor to any combina-
tions and/or permutations of such aspects and/or embodi-
ments.

Moreover, each of the aspects of the present inventions,
and/or embodiments thereof, may be employed alone or 1n
combination with one or more of the other aspects of the
present inventions and/or embodiments thereof. For the sake
of brevity, certain permutations and combinations are not
discussed and/or 1llustrated separately herein.

FIGS. 1A-1L are block diagram representations ol exem-
plary portable monitoring devices, according to at least cer-
tain aspects ol certain embodiments of the present inventions,
wherein the portable monitoring devices, according to at least
certain aspects of certain embodiments of the present mven-
tions, include processing circuitry, one or more altitude sen-
sors, one or more motion sensors and, in certain embodi-
ments, one or more physiological sensors, one or more mode
sensors, transmitter circuitry and/or receiver circuitry;

FIGS. 1M-1X are block diagram representations of exem-
plary portable monitoring devices, according to at least cer-
tain aspects of certain embodiments of the present inventions,
wherein the portable monitoring devices, according to at least
certain aspects of certain embodiments of the present imven-
tions, include one or more motion sensors, and, 1n certain
embodiments, may also include processing circuitry, trans-
mitter circuitry and/or receiver circuitry, one or more physi-
ological sensors, and one or more mode sensors;

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram representation of processing
circuitry to calculate, assess and/or determine the calorie burn
of the user based on sensor data; the processing circuitry may
include memory (for example, Flash memory, DRAM and/or
SRAM) to store, for example, (1) sensor data and (11) infor-
mation which 1s representative of calorie burn—for example,
cumulative and/or over time; notably, the processing circuitry
may be discrete or integrated logic, and/or one or more state
machines, processors (suitably programmed) and/or field
programmable gate arrays (or combinations of the aforemen-
tioned); indeed, any circuitry (for example, discrete or inte-
grated logic, state machine(s), processor(s) (suitably pro-
grammed) and/or field programmable gate array(s) (or
combinations of the aforementioned)) now known or later

developed may be employed to calculate, determine, assess
and/or determine the calorie burn of the user based on sensor
data;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are block diagram representations of
exemplary motion sensors which include, for example, one or
more accelerometers, gyroscopes, compasses, switches (for
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example, mechanical), piezoelectric film and/or pedometers
to determine, calculate and/or detect one or more steps of the
user; notably, the exemplary motion sensor may be incorpo-
rated 1n any of the exemplary portable monitoring devices;

FIG. 3C 1s a block diagram representation of one or more
altitude sensor(s) that may be incorporated in the exemplary
portable monitoring devices according to any of the exem-
plary embodiments of the present inventions;

FIGS. 4A-4D, 4F, 4H-4], and 4M-4R are flowcharts of

exemplary processes of calculating, obtaining, assessing and/
or determining calorie burn of the user based on certain sensor
data, according to certain aspects of the present inventions;

FIGS. 4E and 4G are tlowcharts of exemplary processes for
calculating, obtaining, assessing and/or determining other
activity-related metrics including, for example, steps taken by
the user based on certain sensor data, according to certain
aspects of the present inventions;

FIGS. 4K and 4L are tlowcharts exemplary ol processes for
calculating, obtaining, assessing and/or determining the
activity state of the user (for example, walking or running on
relative tlat or level ground, traversing stairs, on an escalator
or 1n an elevator, traversing a hill or the like), based on certain
sensor data including the attitude sensor data and/or physi-
ological sensor data, according to certain aspects of the inven-
tion; notably, hereinafter the activity state of the user may be
indicated as the “user state”;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are block diagram representations of the
motion sensor 1n combination with flowcharts of exemplary
processes ol calculating, obtaining, assessing and/or deter-
mining calorie burn of the user based on speed data, according
to certain aspects of the present mnventions;

FIG. 6 1s an example of determining the activity state ol the
user by evaluating the altitude sensor data based on or using
algorithms or processes generally illustrated in the flowchart
of FI1G. 4K wherein altitude data 1s depicted 1n the top panel
and acceleration data 1s depicted 1n the bottom panel; 1n this
exemplary data set and activity state determination, the walk-
ing segments are marked A, B, C and are determined by the
pedometer function with each step marked as a red dot 1n the
bottom panel; drawing indicator 1 identifies a period of altim-
cter measurement artifact that 1s disregarded because the user
has not performed any steps; drawing indicator 2 i1dentifies a
period of walking that includes a 20 it drop in apparent
altitude due to motion artifact—this 1s disregarded because
the user only walked four steps during this interval, so
Ah/Astep=-5 1t/step, which 1s likely not humanly possible
under normal circumstances; drawing indicator 3 1dentifies a
period ol walking on stairs: 20 steps for a total height increase
of 10 1t (Ah/Astep=0.5 {t/step) and 1s used to update the
appropriate activity metrics; drawing indicator 4 identifies a
period of walking up an escalator: 24 steps over 32 it (Ah/
Astep=1.3 1t/step) and 1s used to update the appropriate activ-
ity metrics, taking into account that the activity was partially
assisted; drawing indicator 5 identifies a period of walking up
a hill: 350 steps for a height increase of 33 1t (Ah/Astep=0.1
ft/step) and 1s used to update the appropriate activity metrics;

FIG. 7 1s a block diagram representation of one or more
physiological sensor(s) to determine, sense, detect, assess
and/or obtain information which 1s representative of physi-
ological information of the user, according to at least certain
embodiments of the present inventions; notably, the one or
more physiological sensor(s) may be mcorporated 1n and/or
coupled to the exemplary portable monitoring devices (for
example, physically, electrically and/or optically coupled,
including wired and/or wirelessly coupled) according to at
least certain embodiments of the present inventions;
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FIGS. 8A-8G are flowcharts of exemplary processes or
logic employed by the processing circuitry (for example, a
state machine) to determine, estimate and/or calculate
changes i1n altitude), according to certain aspects of the
present mnventions;

FIG. 8H 1s a flowchart of an exemplary process or logic to
compute, estimate and/or determine a number of stair steps
traversed by the user ({or example, the number of upward stair
steps ), according to certain aspects of the present inventions;
notably, in this exemplary embodiment, when AH-S and AH-t
meet a first criteria, the processing circuitry determines, cal-
culates and/or estimates an onset of the first step of the stair
sequence;

FIGS. 9A-9D are flowcharts of exemplary processes of
controlling, adjusting and/or determining a sampling ire-
quency of the altitude sensor (F ,.) based on or using data
which 1s representative ol motion of the user (for example,
from a motion sensor of the portable monitoring device),
according to certain aspects of the present inventions; notably
FIG. 9D illustrates an embodiment of the portable monitoring
device where sampling of the altitude sensor 1s determined or
triggered based on or using step events detected by a motion
sensor (for example, a pedometer), or a maximum time T
between samples (whichever occurs first);

FIGS. 10A-10F are block diagram representations of
exemplary user interfaces of the exemplary portable monitor-
ing devices according to at least certain embodiments of the
present inventions; 1n these exemplary illustrative embodi-
ments, the user interface includes output mechanisms (for
example, a display and/or speaker) and input mechanism (for
example, switches, a microphone, and vibration and gesture
recognition sensor(s), wherein the user may input data and/or
commands); notably, any manner of and/or mechanism for
outputting and/or mputting of data and/or commands (for
example, responses to, for example, queries) are intended to
tall within the scope of the present inventions;

FIGS. 11A and 11B are tlowcharts of exemplary processes
of calculating, obtaining, assessing and/or determining calo-
rie burn and other activity-related metrics for the user based
on, among other things, data from one or more mode sensors;

FIG. 12A 1s a block diagram representation of exemplary
portable monitoring devices, according to at least certain
aspects ol certain embodiments of the present 1nventions,
wherein the portable monitoring devices, according to at least
certain aspects of certain embodiments of the present mnven-
tions, includes an altitude sensor and a motion sensor, and
wherein the processing circuitry 1s external to the portable
monitoring devices calculates or determines energy and/or
calorie “burn” and/or other activity metrics due to activity of
the user using altitude and motion sensor data; notably, other
embodiments of the portable monitoring device of this aspect
may also include one or more physiological sensors, one or
more mode sensors, transmitter circuitry and/or receiver Cir-
cuitry; for example, any portable monitoring device of the
present inventions may employ or be implemented in any
embodiment where the processing circuitry 1s disposed exter-
nal to the portable monitoring device;

FIG. 12B 1s a block diagram representation of exemplary
portable monitoring devices, according to at least certain
aspects of certain embodiments of the present inventions,
wherein the portable monitoring devices, according to at least
certain aspects of certain embodiments of the present mven-
tions, includes an altitude sensor, a motion sensor, and certain
processing circuitry—wherein certain other processing cir-
cuitry 1s external to the portable monitoring devices and the
processing circuitry, in combination, calculates or determines
energy and/or calorie “burn” and/or other activity metrics due
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to activity of the user using altitude and motion sensor data;
notably, other embodiments of the portable monitoring

device of this aspect may also include one or more physi-
ological sensors, one or more mode sensors, transmitter cir-
cuitry and/or recerver circuitry; for example, any portable
monitoring device of the present inventions may employ or be
implemented 1n any embodiment where the processing cir-
cuitry 1s disposed external to the portable monitoring device;

FIG. 13 1s a cross-sectional representational view of an
altitude sensing microelectromechanical system (MEMS) to
sense, sample, determine and/or obtain altitude data, accord-
ing to at least certain aspects of certain embodiments of the
present inventions; notably, the altitude sensing MEMS of
FIG. 13 may be incorporated 1n any of the exemplary portable
monitoring devices of the present inventions;

FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary gesture of the portable
monitoring device that 1s mostly contained in the orthogonal
plane to the gravitational vector which may be used as a user
interface mechanism (e.g., to navigate a menu system);

FIGS. 15A-15C are block diagram representations
ol exemplary portable monitoring devices including energy
storage device (for example, a battery and/or ultracapaci-
tor(s)) and/or energy harvesting circuitry wherein energy
acquired, obtained and/or generated by the energy harvesting
circuitry 1s employed to immediately power the device or
stored 1n energy storage device; according to at least certain
embodiments of the present inventions;

FIGS. 16 A and 16B illustrates different views of an exem-
plary embodiment of the portable monitoring device accord-
ing to certain aspects of the present inventions; notably, exem-
plary physical specifications or dimensions (1n millimeters)
are outlined in connection with the top down and side views of
FIG. 16A;

FIG. 16C 1llustrates an exemplary embodiment of the por-
table monitoring device of FIGS. 16 A and 16B disposed on a
base station; and

FIG. 17 1llustrates, in exploded view form, an exemplary
embodiment of the portable monitoring device of FIGS. 16 A
and 16B, according to certain aspects of the present mven-
tions; notably, the sensors (for example, motion, altitude and/
or physiological sensors) may be disposed on the main PCB.

Again, there are many inventions described and 1llustrated
herein. The present inventions are neither limited to any
single aspect nor embodiment thereot, nor to any combina-
tions and/or permutations of such aspects and/or embodi-
ments. Each of the aspects of the present inventions, and/or
embodiments thereof, may be employed alone or 1n combi-
nation with one or more of the other aspects of the present
inventions and/or embodiments thereotf. For the sake of brev-
ity, many of those combinations and permutations are not
discussed separately herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

There are many inventions described and illustrated herein.
In one aspect, the present inventions are directed to portable
monitoring devices, and method of operating and controlling
same, which monitor, calculate, determine and/or detect
energy and/or calorie “burn” due to physical activity of the
user (for example, a human or non-human amimal) and/or
other activity-related metrics. The portable monitoring
devices of the present inventions include an altitude sensor,
motion sensor and processing circuitry to calculate, assess
and/or determine the calorie burn of the user and/or other
activity-related metrics. (See, for example, FIG. 1A). In one
embodiment, at least a portion of the portable monitoring
device (including the one or more altitude sensors and/or
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motion sensors) 1s allixed to the user during operation
wherein the housing of the device includes a physical size and
shape that facilitates coupling to the user, for example, the
body of the user (such as, for example, arm, wrist, angle, waist
and/or foot) and allows the user to perform normal or typical
user activities (including, for example, exercise of all kinds
and type) without hindering the user from performing such
activities. The portable monitoring device may include a
mechanism (for example, a clip, strap and/or tie) that facili-
tates coupling or affixing the device to the user during such
normal or typical user activities.

Brietly, during operation, the altitude sensor generates data
which 1s representative of the altitude and/or changes 1n alti-
tude of the user. The motion sensor generates data which 1s
representative of motion of the user. The processing circuitry,
using (1) data which 1s representative of the altitude and/or
changes 1n altitude and (1) data which 1s representative of the
motion of the user, determines, calculates, assesses, estimates
and/or detects energy and/or calorie “burn” of the user. (See,
FIG. 2).

Notably, the processing circuitry may also calculate,
assess, estimate and/or determine other activity-related met-
rics including, for example, (1) 1n the context of running/
walking on level, substantially level, or relatively level
ground, (a) number of steps, which may be categorized
according to the number of steps associated with a user state,
for example, walking, jogging and/or running, (b) distance
traveled and/or (¢) pace, (11) in the context of running/jogging/
walking/jumping on stairs, hills or ground having a grade of
greater than, for example, about 3%, (a) number of stair
and/or hill steps, which may be categorized, correlated or
organized/arranged according to the number of stair and/or
hill steps pertaining to, for example, the speed, pace and/or
user state of the user (for example, walking, jogging and/or
running), (b) number of flights of stairs, (¢) ascent/descent
distance on stairs and/or hills, (d) pace, (¢) ascent/descent on
clevators and/or escalators, (1) number of calories burned or
expended by walking/running on stairs and/or hills and/or (g)
quantify/compare the additional calories expended or burnt
from stairs/hills relative to, versus or over level ground, (111) 1n
the context of swimming, number of strokes, time between
strokes, leg kicks and similar metrics (variance of stroke time,
mean stroke time, etc.), depth underwater, strokes per lap, lap
time, pace and/or distance, (1v) 1n the context of using a
bicycle, wheelchatir, skateboard, skis, snowboard, ladder, etc.,
(a) ascent/descent distance traversed, (b) number of addi-
tional calories expended, (¢) time of a downward “run” or
upward “climb”, (d) number of calories expended, (¢) number
of pedal rotations, (I) arm or wheel rotation, (g) the grade of
the surface, (h) pushes, kicks and/or steps. This list of activi-
ties (1f applicable to the particular embodiment) 1s merely
exemplary and 1s not intended to be exhaustive or limiting of
the mventions to, for example, the precise forms, techniques,
flow, and/or configurations disclosed.

The processing circuitry may be discrete or integrated
logic, and/or one or more state machines, processors (suitably
programmed) and/or field programmable gate arrays (or com-
binations thereol); indeed, any circuitry (for example, dis-
crete or integrated logic, state machine(s), special or general
purpose processor(s) (suitably programmed) and/or field pro-
grammable gate array(s) (or combinations thereol)) now
known or later developed may be employed to calculate,
determine, assess, estimate and/or determine the calorie burn
of the user based on sensor data. In operation, the processing
circuitry may perform or execute one or more applications,
routines, programs and/or data structures that implement par-
ticular methods, techniques, tasks or operations described
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and 1llustrated herein. The functionality of the applications,
routines or programs may be combined or distributed. Fur-
ther, the applications, routines or programs may be imple-
mented by the processing circuitry using any programming
language whether now known or later developed, including,
for example, assembly, FORTRAN, C, C++, and BASIC,
whether compiled or uncompiled code; all of which are
intended to fall within the scope of the present invention.

With reference to FIG. 3A, 1n one embodiment, the motion
sensor may include an accelerometer and pedometer to assess
the character of the motion/step and determine the number of
user steps. In this embodiment, the output of the accelerom-
cter 1s analyzed by the pedometer to assess the character of the
motion/step and determine the number of user steps. With
reference to FIG. 3B, 1n addition to the accelerometer(s), or in
licu thereol, the motion sensor may include one or more
gyroscopes, piezofilms, contact switches, and all combina-
tions thereof, with or without the pedometer. Moreover,
motion as mnferred through GPS, compasses, wireless meth-
ods such as proximity sensing to a reference position/device,
and other non-inertial sensing approaches (and their combi-
nations with the atorementioned inertial sensors) may also be
employed alone or 1n conjunction with any of the other con-
figurations and/or techniques. Indeed, all types of sensors and
sensing techniques, whether now known or later developed,
that generate data which 1s representative of motion of the
user are imtended to fall within the scope of the present inven-
tions.

With reference to FIG. 3C, 1n one embodiment, the altitude
sensor may 1nclude a pressure sensor (relative/differential or
absolute), GPS, barometer, radar, ladar (1.e., laser detection
and ranging), and/or infrared proximity sensor. The portable
device may also employ wireless signal strength, visual land-
mark 1dentification, or optical proximity sensing to a known
reference position/device to provide data which 1s represen-
tative of elevation. In this regard, the altitude sensor provides
data which 1s representative of the altitude and/or changes 1n
altitude of the user. Indeed, all types of sensors and sensing
techniques, whether now known or later developed, that gen-
crate data which 1s representative of the altitude and/or
changes 1n altitude of the user are intended to fall within the
scope of the present inventions.

As mentioned above, the processing circuitry employs (1)
data which 1s representative of the altitude and/or changes 1n
altitude and (1) data which 1s representative of the motion of
the user, to determine, calculate and/or detect energy and/or
calorie “burn” of the user. (See, FIG. 2). In one embodiment,
the processing circuitry implements algorithms and/or pro-
cesses data based on the flowchart of FIG. 4A. For example,
with reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B, the processing circuitry
receives the motion sensor data and determines or calculates
the calorie burn based on, for example, the character of the
motion/step and the number of user steps. The processing
circuitry, using the altitude sensor data, may adjust the calorie
burn based on consideration or analysis of the data from the
altitude sensor. In this regard, the processing circuitry may
assess or determine the type of motion that produces/causes
the altitude or change in altitude and, 1n response thereto,
determine or calculate the user state—that 1s, activity state of
the user which temporally coincides with the motion sensor
data—1for example, walking or running on relatively flat or
level ground, traversing stairs, on an escalator or 1n an eleva-
tor, traversing a hill or the like. In response to the user state,
the processing circuitry may generate an adjusted calorie
burn. Here, the processing circuitry adjusts the calculated
calorie burn with a factor that 1s based on the activity state of
the user as determined by the altitude sensor data. Thus, the
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processing circuitry correlates the (1) data which 1s represen-
tative of the altitude and/or changes 1n altitude and (1) data
which 1s representative of the motion of the user, to determine
or calculate energy and/or calorie “burn” of the user.

With reference to FIGS. 4C and 4D, 1n one embodiment,
the processing circuitry evaluates (1) data which 1s represen-
tative of the altitude and/or changes 1n altitude and (1) data
which i1s representative of the motion of the user, to 1dentity,
determine or calculate the user state and, in response thereto,
implement a user state specific algorithm or methodology to
determine or calculate energy and/or calorie “burn” of the
user. For example, where the processing circuitry evaluates
such data to determine that the user 1s traversing a hill, the
processing circuitry employs a “hill” specific algorithm to
determine or calculate the energy and/or calorie “burn’ using
the (1) data which 1s representative of the altitude and/or
changes 1n altitude and (1) data which 1s representative of the
motion of the user. In this way, the determination or calcula-
tion of the energy and/or calorie “burn” may be more accurate
in that the specific or dedicated algorithm may employ con-
siderations or features that are “‘unique’ and/or specific to the
associated activity; and, as such, the specific or dedicated
algorithm may be tailored to the considerations or features
that are “unique™ and/or specific to the associated activity.

The processing circuitry may calculate, determine and/or
estimate calorie consumption, burn and/or expenditure using
any technique now known, described herein, and/or later
developed. In one exemplary embodiment, the processing
circuitry employs a calorie consumption technique that esti-
mates consumption, burn and/or expenditure for walking,
running, and lifestyle activities as follows.

Speed-Based Estimation, Calculation and/or Determina-
tion

In one embodiment, the processing circuitry may estimate
calorie expenditure and activity level based on or using, par-
tially or entirely, the ambulatory speed of the user. For
example, with reference to FIG. 5A, 1n one embodiment, the
calorie consumption, burn and/or expenditure 1s calculated,
determined and/or estimated as a function of the speed of the
user. Representative energy expenditure rates expressed as

metabolic equivalents per minute (MET/min) at different
speeds are provided in TABLE 1.

TABLE 1
Metabolic Equivalents
Speed (mph) (MET/min)
Running, 5.0 8.0
Running, 5.2 9.0
Running, 6.0 10.0
Running, 6.7 11.0
Running, 7.0 11.5
Running, 7.5 12.5
Running, 8.0 13.5
Running, 8.6 14.0
Running, 9 15.0
Running, 10.0 16.0
Running, 10.9 18.0
Walking, 1.86 1.5
Walking, 2.24 1.9
Walking, 2.61 2.4
Walking, 2.98 3.2
Walking, 3.36 4.0
Walking, 3.73 5.0
Walking, 4.10 6.4

Exemplary Running and Walking Energy
Expenditure (MET/Min) by Speed

In one embodiment, the speed of the user may be calcu-
lated, determined and/or estimated as the user’s step count
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over a time epoch multiplied by one or more step lengths of
the user (which may be programmed, predetermined and/or
estimated (for example, based on attributes of the user (for
example, height, weight, age, leg length, and/or gender))),
which may be estimated, obtained (for example, from a look-
up table or database) and/or interpolated from the MET table
to obtain the user’s energy expenditure. In one embodiment,
step length may take one of two values that are indicative of a
walking and a running step length dependent on the step
frequency and/or acceleration characteristics of the user. In a
preferred embodiment, step length may be described as a
linear function of step frequency:

step length=A+5*step frequency,

where A and B are parameters that may be associated with

or calibrated to the user; notably, such parameters may

be stored 1n memory in the portable monitoring device.

In another embodiment, step length may be described as a

function of step frequency and characteristics of the user
acceleration:

step length=A+5%step frequency+C*variance of accel-
eration,

where A, B, and C are parameters that may be calibrated to
the user; notably, such parameters may be stored in
memory in the portable monitoring device.

In yet another embodiment, step length may be obtained,
acquired and/or determined via a look-up table or database, or
interpolated (e.g., spline interpolation, neural network)
between known (step frequency, step length) pairs or (step
frequency, acceleration variance, step length) triplets that
have been predetermined or specified by the user and/or pre-
programmed or calibrated using the device. For example, the
user may start an annotated walking or running sequence on
the portable monitoring device, then specily the distance
traveled eirther on the device or through another service (e.g.,
www.fitbit.com), which may be employed to calibrate or
reference for the device by one or more of the following:

estimating the regression coellicients (A, B) or (A, B, C),

calculating a walking and/or running step length, and

building a lookup table for (step frequency, step length) or
(step frequency, acceleration variance, step length).

In addition thereto, or 1n lieu thereof, the user may calibrate
the portable monitoring device by attaching the device to the
foot of the user and placing the device into an annotated
foot-mounted mode 1n which speed and distance are tracked
and need not be entered by the user. In this mode, the portable
monitoring device also acquires data which 1s representative
of, for example, the user’s step irequency, acceleration vari-
ance, step length. Likewise, distance may be derived from
other sources such as a GPS-enabled mobile device, a soft-
ware mapping utility, or other distance tracking device (e.g.,
Nike+) and employed to determine the step frequency, accel-
eration variance, and step length of the user. Under certain
conditions, 1n the absence or interruption of GPS signal, the
combination of user altitude over time, two or more geophysi-
cal positions on a map and the times at which the user was
there, a corresponding altitude map, and the distance over
time of the user may be used to estimate the complete route
traveled by the user.

Although, 1n the preceding examples, the step length has
been characterized, expressed and/or estimated as a linear
function of one or more parameters such as step frequency
and variance of acceleration, the step length and other param-
cter may be characterized, expressed and/or estimated to a
higher order or different functional form. Accordingly such
parameters may be expressed as polynomial functions, tran-
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scendental functions, etc. as well and may include other input
variables such as elevation change (as discussed in detail
herein). Indeed, the function need not be monotonically
increasing or monotonically decreasing, as implied by the
preceding illustrative linear functions. Additionally, different
equations may be employed for specific activity states or
operating modes (e.g., walking, running, jumping, speed
walking).

The speed value may be converted to calorie expenditure
by multiplying the corresponding MET value by the user’s
BMR. BMR may be obtained through any of a number of
well-known equations based on height, weight, gender, age,
and/or athletic ability or through designated BMR measure-
ment devices. For example, a user may have a running step
length of 57 inches and take 180 running steps during 1 min.
Using the method described above, the user’s speed estimate
1s 9.8 miles per hour, which may be linearly mterpolated to
provide a BMR value of 15.8 MET from the MET table
above. Assuming the user’s BMR to be 1.10 kcal/MET, the
calorie burn of the user i the preceding minute 1s 17.4 kcal.
For the avoidance of doubt, this description 1s intended to be
exemplary.

Speed estimation may be determined using a different time
epoch or a plurality of time epochs. Multiple step lengths may
beused. The MET table may be calibrated to the specific user
and/or may be expressed as a function of speed in some
method, such as an analytical function, discontinuous func-
tion, or otherwise. For example, in one embodiment, the
relationship between speed and calories may be expressed as:

cal_speed=(4+B*speed)*time*BMR,

where speed 1s the speed of the user, time 1s the length of
time under consideration, and (A,B) are parameters that
may be calibrated to the user; notably, such parameters
may be stored in memory in the portable monitoring
device.

[Likewise, 1t 1s noted that an intermediate MET calculation
step 1s not required in this and similar methods. Calorie
expenditure may be calculated directly based on speed and
one or more physiological parameters of the user such as age,
gender, height, weight, and/or athletic ability. Speed may also
be filtered over time rather than accepted as a “raw” measure-
ment for a given time epoch.

FIG. 5B illustrates another embodiment 1n which the por-
table monitoring device may calculate, estimate and/or deter-
mine the speed of the user based on linear and angular accel-
eration measurements from, for instance, the foot. Linear
acceleration may be obtained from one or more acceleroms-
cters. Angular acceleration may be obtained by one or more
accelerometers, one or more gyroscopes, and/or one or more
orientation sensors (e.g., compass).

Notably, the portable monitoring device may employ such
techniques as those set forth in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,513,381
and/or 5,724,265. Alternatively, the portable monitoring
device may employ the techniques set forth in U.S. Pat. Nos.
4,578,769 and 6,018,705 wherein the device 1s mounted to the
foot of the user and the speed of the user may be estimated by
the time of contact of the foot on the ground.

In one embodiment, the speed of the user may be deter-
mined, calculated and/or estimated from the signal energy
from a motion sensor 1n the following form:

speed=4*log(energy )+5

where (A,B) are parameters that may be estimated or asso-
ciated with and/or calibrated or tuned to an individual
(for example, based on the physical or motion attributes
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of the user); notably, such parameters may be stored 1n
memory in the portable monitoring device.

In yet another embodiment, the portable monitoring device
(or associated device) may be location aware and the travel
that coincides with motion detected by the motion sensor may
be used to estimate speed. For example, the portable moni-
toring device may include or incorporate GPS to determine its
location, or communicate with a GPS-enabled device to
receive data which 1s representative of location or change in
location (absolute or relative location data). In addition
thereto, or 1n lieu thereot, the portable monitoring device may
communicate wirelessly with RF location beacons to deter-
mine position and/or change in position. Indeed, the portable
monitoring device may also use signal strength to the beacons
to determine or estimate position and/or change therein.

In one embodiment, the portable monitoring device
includes a camera (or commumnicates with a device that
includes a camera). In this embodiment, the portable moni-
toring device may determine location visually by recognizing
location landmarks and/or features.

Notably, the aforementioned location sensors and methods
may also be used to infer user altitude. For example, the user’s
location as determined by GPS may enable altitude estimates
when combined with an altitude map. GPS 1tself may also
provide altitude measurements. Wireless communications
may also be used to determine altitude. For example, a RF
location beacon may be programmed with its altitude or the
portable monitoring device may use any of a number of well
known methods for three-dimensional point locating such as
multilateration and trilateration.

Notably, the present inventions not intended to limit the
method or means by which speed may be calculated, esti-
mated and/or determined. Indeed, all forms of speed estima-
tion, and mechamsms to implement such techniques, whether
now known, described herein, a combination and/or fusion of
the methods described herein, and/or later developed may be
employed or implemented and, as such, are intended to fall
within the scope of the present mnventions.

Accelerometry for Calorie Estimation, Calculation and/or
Determination

In addition to speed based techniques, or 1n lieu thereof, the
portable monitoring device may estimate, calculate and/or
determine, calorie consumption, burn and/or expenditure
using data which 1s representative of the intensity of user
motion—ior example, as provided or determined by one or
more single axis or multi-axis accelerometers. In one embodi-
ment, the signals from the one or more accelerometers may be
filtered using time domain or frequency domain filtering tech-
niques to produce a parameter indicative of the intensity of
user motion, oiten referred to as a “count”. A count may be
computed as the sum of the rectified filtered accelerometer
output taken over a suitable time epoch, for example, 10 sec,
with or without additional processing such as thresholding
and/or saturation. The portable monitoring device may cal-
culate, determine and/or estimate calorie consumption, burn
and/or expenditure as a function of the current count value or
a sequence of count values. For example, the portable moni-
toring device may calculate, determine and/or estimate calo-
rie consumption, burn and/or expenditure using one or more
of the following techniques:

MET=(A+B*count)*time,

MET=(A+B*count+C*count*+D*count’+ . . . )*time, and

MET=(A*exp(B*count))*time,

which are, respectively, linear, polynomial, and exponen-
tial relationships between counts and calorie expendi-
ture expressed in METs.
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Notably, the preceding equations may likewise be
expressed directly 1n terms of kilocalories through the inclu-
sion ol one or more physiological parameters such as the
user’s age, gender, height, weight, and/or athletic ability
(wherein such parameters may also be set to default values).
A representative example 1s the following;:

cal=((A+h*age+C*gender+D*weight+L*height+
[*athleticism)*count)*time.

Indeed, all accelerometry methods, whether now known or
later developed, that generate data which 1s representative of
the calorie burn of the user are intended to fall within the
scope of the present inventions.

Heart Rate for Calorie Estimation, Calculation and/or
Determination

In addition to speed based techniques and/or acceleration
based techniques, or in lieu thereof, the portable monitoring
device may estimate, calculate and/or determine calorie con-
sumption, burn and/or expenditure using or based on a heart
rate of the user. For example, 1n one embodiment, the portable
monitoring device may estimate, calculate and/or determine
calorie consumption, burn and/or expenditure as follows:

cal=(A*HR+5)*time,

where HR 1s heart rate, time 1s the length of time under
consideration, and A and B are parameters that may be
adjusted or calibrated to the user based on, for example,
the user’s height, weight, age, gender, and/or athletic
ability; notably, such parameters may be stored in
memory 1n the portable monitoring device.

In one embodiment, the portable monitoring device may
estimate, calculate and/or determine calorie consumption,
burn and/or expenditure using a plurality of equations. For
instance, at low or normal heart rates, 1t may be desirable to
use one form of the above equation with parameters (Al, B1)
and at higher heart rates, 1t may be desirable to use the above
equation with parameters (A2, B2).

“Combined” Calorie Consumption Estimation, Calcula-
tion and/or Determination

As 1ndicated above, the portable monitoring device may
estimate, calculate and/or determine calorie consumption,
burn and/or expenditure using a combination of the tech-
niques described herein. For example, with reference to FIG.
4P, the portable monitoring device may employ motion data
and heart rate data to estimate, calculate and/or determine
calorie consumption, burn and/or expenditure. In this exem-
plary embodiment, under certain criteria such as low or nor-
mal heart rate in the absence of user steps, calorie burn 1s
calculated, determined or estimated (for example, solely)
using data which 1s representative of accelerometry while
under other criteria such as elevated heart rate 1n the absence
of user steps, calorie burn 1s calculated, determined or esti-
mated (for example, solely) using data which is representative
of the heart rate, otherwise calorie burn 1s calculated, deter-
mined or estimated using data which 1s representative heart
rate, speed, and accelerometry. An example would be the
following equation:

cal_total=(pl*cal_HR+p2*cal_speed+
p3*cal_accelerometry)*time,

where cal_HR 1s the calorie estimate derived solely from
heart rate, cal_speed 1s the calorie estimate derived
solely from speed, and cal_accelerometry 1s the calorie
estimate derived solely from accelerometry, time 1s the
length of time under consideration, and pi1 (1, 2, 3) are
either fixed parameters or dynamically adjusted param-
cters 1ndicative of the certainty and/or quality of the
preceding calorie estimates.
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As such, the portable monitoring device may estimate,
calculate and/or determine calorie consumption, burn and/or
expenditure based on:

5 cal_total=f{heart rate data,motion data,mode data.time
data),

where 1(*) 1s an arbitrary function that employs, fuses and/
or implements information from the heart rate, motion,
mode, and/or time, when such data 1s present and desir-
able or required.

In this context, information includes heart rate, heart rate
variability, respiration as obtained as a modulated signal in an
optical heart rate sensor, acceleration (raw, filtered, rectified,
etc.), steps, speed, type of activity (e.g., bicycle, swimming,
running, sleeping, sitting), surface slope, stairs, etc.

Notably, the aforementioned expression i1s intended to
describe the case in which a plurality of equations are main-
tained and the portable monitoring device employs or selects
a suitable, correct or predetermined equation 1s depending on,
for example, the heart rate and/or motion as measured by the
motion sensor and/or mode sensor.

The portable monitoring device may be mounted on or to
different locations on the body of the user and/or exercise
equipment and provides different capabilities based on 1ts
body location. In one embodiment, the portable monitoring
device may obtain or determine 1ts body location through a
user input, a mode sensor that senses 1ts body location and/or
the presence of or coupling to a mounting or attachment
mechanism or system (for example, which provides informa-
tion to the device which indicates a mode).

In addition thereto, or 1n lieu thereot, the portable moni-
toring device may determine 1ts body location automatically
based on the signals dertved from its other sensors. For
example, the motion as observed by the accelerometer and/or
gyroscope and/or compass and/or altimeter may be indicative
of the device being mounted or affixed to the user’s foot, hip,
chest, back, or on the user’s bicycle hub or wheelchair wheel.
Moreover, an optical heart rate sensor may provide informa-
tion (for example, supplementary information) to determine
40 11 the portable monitoring device 1s 1n contact with the user’s
skin and able to observe cardiac signal or otherwise 1n contact
with a housing and/or mounting device. FIG. 4Q) 1llustrates an
exemplary flow to calculate, estimate and/or determine calo-
ri¢c burn 1n such a system/technique. Notably, the portable
monitoring device may calculate other parameters (1n addi-
tion to or in lieu of calorie burn) which are not depicted in
FIG. 4Q and that are specific to the activity/mode that the
device 1s currently in (for example, number of steps and/or
stairs, number of stair tlights, elevation gain/loss from ambu-
50 latory and/or non-ambulatory locomotion, absolute eleva-
tion, activity intensity, distance traveled and/or pace, number
of swim strokes and/or kicks, strokes per lap, lap time, pace
and/or distance, number of pedal rotations of a bicycle, arm or
wheel rotation of a wheelchair, heart rate, heart rate variabil-
ity, respiration rate, stress levels, skin temperature, body tem-
perature). Calorie burn may be determined 1n a multitude of
ways not depicted here. For example, the calories burned
during swimming may be expressed as:
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where speed 1s the swimming speed of the user, time 1s the

length of time under consideration, and (A,B) are

parameters that may be associated with and/or calibrated

or tuned to the user; notably, such parameters may be
stored 1n memory 1n the portable monitoring device.

Where the portable monitoring device determines or 1s

instructed that the user 1s swimming, speed may be calculated
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as the length of the pool divided by the time taken to cover that
distance; from which an average distance traveled per stroke
(as observed by the motion sensor) may be calculated, esti-
mated and/or determined and subsequent calculations or esti-
mates of speed may be determined by the observance of swim
strokes 1n real-time:

cal swim=4A+B8%*stroke,

where stroke 1s the stroke count of the user and (A,B) are
that may be associated with and/or calibrated or tuned to
the user; notably, such parameters may be stored in
memory 1n the portable monitoring device. Different or
multiple equations may be employed to account for dif-
ferent swimming stroke types.
Calorie burn may also be calculated roughly as a function of
one or more of the following variables: stroke type, lap count,
and swimming duration.
Where the portable monitoring device determines or 1s
instructed that the user 1s bicycling, calorie burn may be
calculated, estimated and/or determined by:

cal_bike=(4+5*cadence)*time,

where cadence 1s the number of foot pedal rotations of the
user over a time epoch, time is the length of time under
consideration, and (A,B) are that may be associated with
and/or calibrated or tuned to the user; notably, such
parameters may be stored in memory in the portable
monitoring device.
Augmentation Using Altitude Data
In other embodiments, the portable monitoring device aug-
ments and/or adjusts the estimation, calculation and/or deter-
mination of calorie consumption, burn and/or expenditure,
using or based on altitude related information (for example,
from an altimeter disposed on the portable monitoring
device). In these embodiments, the portable monitoring
device may employ the speed-based calorie consumption,
burn and/or expenditure techniques described herein 1n con-
junction with altimeter or altitude (or change in altitude)
related imnformation. For example, 1n the MET-table based
approach disclosed herein, the resulting calorie output may be
expressed, characterized, determined, calculated and/or esti-
mated as:

cal=(MET (speed)*k1 (AH-5))*time*BMR,

or

cal=(MET (speed)+i2(speed AH-S5))*time* BMR,
or

cal=(MET(speed)*k1 (AH-S)+k2(speed AH-5))*
time*BMR,

where MET(speed) 1s the nominal calorie output over tlat
land as a function of speed, k1{AH-S) and k2(speed,
AH-S) are a scaling and oflset term that are functions of
AH-S (i.e., the change 1n elevation per step) and/or
speed, and time 1s the length of time under consider-
ation. k1(AH-S) and k2(speed, AH-S) are parameters or
functions that may be tuned to the user.
In another embodiment, calorie burn may be expressed or
characterized as (and determined, calculated and/or esti-

mated using) a linear function of speed and as a function of
AH-S:

cal=({4+B*speed)* k1 (AH-S)+k2(speed, AH-5))*
time* BMR,

where (A,B) are parameters are that may be associated with
and/or calibrated or tuned to the user, and time 1s the
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length of time under consideration; notably, such param-
cters may be stored 1n memory 1n the portable monitor-
ing device.

In the preceding equations, the terms dependent on AH-S
may equivalently be written as functions of the surface slope
or grade by substituting the distance traveled per step. Nota-
bly, this may be a more natural expression when speed 1s
calculated by means other than step counting as in, for
instance, foot-mounted speed and distance tracking or GPS:

cal=(MET (speed)*k1(slope)+i2(speed,slope))*
time*BMR,

or

cal=((4+5*speed)*k1(slope)+k2(speed,slope))*
time* BMR.

The preceding two equations are equivalent to adjusting
the calorie burn estimate obtained on a level surface, adjusted
with an additive and/or multiplicative factor that 1s dependent
on user slope and/or speed.

Furthermore, step length may be written as a function of
step frequency, AH-S, or characteristics of the user accelera-
tion (or combinations therein). For instance,

step length=A+B*step frequency+C*variance of accelera-

tion+D*AH-S,

where (A,B,C,D) are parameters. These parameters may be

tailored to an individual based on the calibration meth-
ods described above or equivalent techmiques.

In one embodiment, the altitude correction to energy
expenditure may be an additive term calculated as:

dcal=k™speed*grade™BMR.

This equation naturally accounts for reduced energy
expenditure when goimng downhill (1.e., grade<0) and
increased energy expenditure when going uphill (i.e.,
grade>0). However, energy expenditure may also increase
when going down steep grades 1n excess of roughly 0.10. In
such cases, the altitude correction term may be adapted with
an oifset and different multiplication constant k. Indeed, 1n a
variety of scenarios, the correction term may be adapted with
offsets and multiplication constants that are appropriate for
the given activity state and/or mode (e.g., running, walking,
Tumping, etc.).

Certain numerical simplifications may be used to reduce
the number of computations performed on the portable moni-
toring device. For 1nstance, by observing that the speed over
a time epoch may be estimated as the number of user steps
multiplied by the user’s step length and the surface grade may
be approximated as the change in user elevation divided by
the change 1n user horizontal distance, the preceding additive
adjustment term may be calculated as:

dcal=k"*steps*AH-S*BMR.

Notably, all such mathematical manipulations of the pre-
ceding methods that yield 1dentical or substantially equiva-
lent results are considered within the scope of the present
inventions.

Notably, 1n one embodiment, if AH-S exceeds a predeter-
mined threshold, the processing circuitry may determine that
the user 1s traversing stairs, 1n which case, specific stair esti-
mation algorithms may be employed. With reference to FIG.
4R, the processing circuitry may employ an embodiment 1n
which upstairs walking and running are given specific calorie
burn algorithms based on AH-S. Downstairs logic may be
incorporated therein. Likewise, specific equations and/or
logic may be employed for different grade hills, both upwards
and downwards in accordance with the preceding linear equa-
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tions, or alternate nonlinear equations and means (e.g.,
lookup tables, polynomials, transcendentals, interpolations,
neural nets, maximum likelithood estimates, expected value
estimates, etc.).

For example, 1n the context of running/walking on stairs,
hills or ground having a grade of greater than about 2-3%, the
algorithm, determination or calculation of the energy and/or
calorie “burn” may employ such considerations or factors as
number of stair and/or hill steps, surface grade, ascent/de-
scent distance on stairs and/or hill, pace thereof, ascent/de-
scent on elevators. Indeed, 1n the context of swimming, the
algorithm, determination or calculation of the energy and/or
calorie “burn” may employ such considerations or factors as
number of strokes, time between strokes and similar metrics
(variance of stroke time, mean stroke time, etc.), depth under-
water, stroke type, strokes per lap, lap time, pace and/or
distance. Further, in the context of using a bicycle, wheel-
chair, skateboard, skis, snowboard, ladder, etc., the algorithm,
determination or calculation of the energy and/or calorie
“burn” may employ such considerations or factors as ascent/
descent distance traversed, number of additional calories
expended, time of a downward “run” or upward “climb”,
number of calories expended, number of pedal rotations, arm
or wheel rotation, the grade of the surface, pushes, kicks
and/or steps.

As mtimated above, data which 1s representative of the
altitude and/or changes in altitude and data which 1s repre-
sentative of the motion of the user may also be used to deter-
mine and/or classily other activity-related metrics such as, for
example, user steps, distance and pace (FIG. 4E). For
example, user distance may be calculated as the number of
user steps multiplied by the user’s step length, which 1n turn
1s calculated as a function of AH-S and/or the change 1n
altitude over time (“AH-t"). Notably, other activity-related
metrics may be determined by the processing circuitry,
including, for example, (1) 1n the context of running/walking
on level or substantially level ground, number of steps, also
broken down as walking or running, distance traveled and/or
pace (11) in the context of running/walking on stairs, hills or
ground having a grade of greater than about 3%, number of
stair and/or hill steps, which may be categorized or broken
down, correlated or organized/arranged according to, for
example, the speed, pace and/or activity state of the user (for
example, as walking, jogging or running), number of tlights
of stairs, ascent/descent distance on stairs and/or hills, pace,
ascent/descent on elevators and/or escalators, surface grade,
and/or number of calories expended by walking/jogging/run-
ning on stairs and/or hills as well as quantify/compare the
additional calories burnt from stairs/hills over level ground.

In another embodiment, data from one or more physiologi-
cal sensors may be employed, alone or in combination with
data of the motion sensor(s) and altitude sensor(s), to deter-
mine or assess the user state. (See, for example, FIGS. 4F
and 40). As discussed 1n more detail below, physiological
sensor(s) determine, sense, detect, assess and/or obtain infor-
mation which 1s representative of physiological condition
and/or information of the user ({or example, blood pressure,
pulse rate, blood sugar and the waveform shape correspond-
ing to the heart beat). Such an embodiment may, among other
things, enhance the accuracy of identitying the user state
and/or improve the confidence of the correctness/accuracy of
the 1dentified user state.

The data from the altitude, motion and physiological sen-
sors may also be used to determine, calculate, estimate,
improve and/or classity other activity-related metrics such as,
for example, user speed and distance (FIG. 4G). Indeed, the
same sensor combinations may also be used to determine,
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identify and/or classily the user state 1n order to select the
appropriate activity quantification algorithm—see, {for
example, FIG. 4H wherein calorie burn corresponding to
level ground, up/down hill, up/down stairs walking or run-
ning. Likewise this set or subset of sensors may be used to
estimate and/or calculate the probability of each user state,
which may then be used to select the activity quantification
algorithm with maximum likelihood (see FIG. 41 or 4M) or
merged together to provide the expected value (see F1G. 4] or
4N). A number of methods may be devised to implement each
of the embodiments shown 1n FIGS. 4A-4] and 4M-4R,
including but not limited to, iterative and batch algorithms
that use ad hoc logic, statistical filtering and classification
techniques, neural networks, k-means classifiers, and deci-
s1on trees. Such conventional techniques or methods may be
implemented 1n the present inventions or adaptively modified
as they are used 1n the invention. As such, these embodiments
of the mventions are merely exemplary and are not intended
to be exhaustive or limiting of the inventions to, for example,
the precise forms, techniques, tlow, and/or configurations
disclosed.

In one embodiment, the processing circuitry may evaluate
the output of the altitude sensor to determine, calculate and/or
estimate the activity state of the user by evaluating the altitude
sensor data based on algorithms or processes based on the
flowchart of FIG. 4K. With reference to FIG. 4K, 1n one
embodiment, the processing circuitry determines the type of
activity by evaluating the change in altitude of the user on a
change 1n height or altitude per step basis (“AH-S"") orthe use
of an elevator by a sustained rate of height change pre time
period (for example, per second) (“AH-t) 1n the absence of
steps. The change in height or altitude per step and change 1n
height or altitude per second are evaluated against a plurality
of thresholds and/or ranges to determine whether the user 1s,
for example, moving (for example, running or walking) on
level ground, on an escalator or 1n an elevator, traversing stairs
and/or traversing a hill or the like. In one embodiment,

Threshold 1, Threshold 2, Threshold 3 and Threshold 4 have
the relationship Threshold 1>Threshold 2>Threshold
3>Threshold 4 wherein the process seeks to detect and 1den-
tify the causes of increases 1n user altitude. In other embodi-
ments, the flow may be modified to detect and classily
decreases or both increases and decreases in user altitude.
Thus, 1n these embodiments, the processing circuitry
employs data from the motion sensor to assess the user state
based on data from the altitude sensor. An exemplary imple-
mentation 1s illustrated in FIG. 6.

Notably, for the avoidance of doubt, the inventions are not
limited to processes and/or algorithms implemented 1n accor-
dance with the flow charts of FIGS. 4A-4R. Such flow charts
are merely exemplary. The present inventions may also
implement batch processing algorithms (as opposed to the
real-time algorithm), the use of probabilistic classification
and estimation methods such as, for example, bayesian net-
works, Kalman filters, particle filters, unscented Kalman {il-
ters (aka sigma point Kalman filters), EM algorithm and
Metropolis-Hastings algorithm, Gibbs sampling, Wiener {il-
ter, alpha-beta filter, or artificial neural networks. All permu-
tations and combinations of the physiological conditions are
intended to fall within the scope of the present inventions.

In another embodiment, the portable monitoring device of
the present mventions includes one or more physiological
sensors to further assess the activity state of the user. For
example, with reference to FIGS. 1B and 7, the physiological
sensor(s) may provide data which 1s representative of the
physiological condition of the user. The processing circuitry
may correlate the data from the physiological sensor(s) with
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the (1) data which 1s representative of the altitude and/or
changes 1n altitude and (11) data which 1s representative of the
motion of the user, to determine, estimate and/or calculate
energy and/or calorie “burn” of the user. For example, an
apparent increase 1n altitude coupled with the expected num-
ber of human steps and a correspondingly increase 1n heart
rate enables the processing circuitry (and techniques 1mple-
mented thereby) to assess such data and more accurately
correlate the activity to a user state—1for example, distinguish
stair steps from a measurement artifact.

In one embodiment, the processing circuitry may employ a
decision-tree based technique/algorithm to interpret or assess
changes 1n altitude, motion and physiological condition of the
user. The decision tree based techmique/algorithm may
employ the flow chart of FIG. 4L in which, as another
embodiment, the processing circuitry determines the type of
activity by evaluating the change in altitude of the user on a
change 1n height per step basis (“AH-S") or the use of an
clevator by a sustained rate of height change per temporal
period (for example, seconds) (“AH-t) 1n the absence of
steps 1n conjunction with heart rate (“HR™). The change 1n
height per step, change in height per second, and heartrate are
evaluated against a plurality of thresholds and/or ranges to
determine whether the user is, for example, moving (for
example, running or walking) on level ground, on an escalator
or 1 an elevator, traversing stairs and/or traversing a hill or
the like. In one embodiment, Threshold 1, Threshold 2,
Threshold 3 and Threshold 4 have the relationship Threshold
1>Threshold 2>Threshold 3>Threshold 4. Thus, 1n this
embodiment, the processing circuitry employs data from the
motion sensor to assess the user state based on data from the
altitude sensor and physiological sensor. Similar techniques/
algorithms may employ the tlow of FIG. 4L and a similar
flowchart based on thresholds in relation to other certain
physiological conditions including blood pressure, pulse rate,
blood sugar and the waveform shape corresponding to the
heart beat.

In one embodiment, rather than making a firm “decision”™
based on thresholds, the processing circuitry may employ the
sensor data individually or in combination 1n a statistical or ad
hoc framework to provide probabilities for each potential user
state. Such techniques may provide a higher degree of confi-
dence 1n connection with determining the user state.

The processing circuitry may employ filtering methods and
state estimation to mitigate, address and/or alleviate noise
(for example, random noise) and outliers present or inherent
in the altimeter data. For example, 1n a preferred embodiment,
several parameters of interest may be described 1n state-space
notation:

x(O)=[H(OdH(1)]",

where x 15 the state vector, H 1s altitude or height, and dH 1s

the first derivative of H with respect to time.

In this notation, dH(t) 1s similar or equuvalent to the param-
cter AH-t described previously. Note that these parameters
are expressed as functions of time.

In another preferred embodiment, several parameters of
interest may be described 1n an alternate state space:

x(step)=[H(step)dH(step)]”,

where x 1s the state vector, H i1s the altitude, and dH 1s the
first dervative of H now expressed as functions of step,
where the implicit relationship on time for step 1s omit-

ted for notational simplicity.
Notably, dH(step) 1s similar or equivalent to the parameter
AH-S described previously. The time-space and step-space
representations may be employed together or separately in

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

22

one or more estimation techniques. Indeed, when used sepa-
rately, many methods may be used to estimate the derivative
that 1s not covered 1n the representation. For example, when
only the time-space representation 1s used, the parameter
dH(step) may be estimated as:

dH psr(step)=(Hps(8)-Hes7(1-d1))/(step(?)-step(-
ar)),
where dT 1s a time interval, step(t) 1s the step count at time
t, and the EST subscript denotes an estimate.
Similarly, when the step-space representation 1s used, the
parameter dH(t) may be estimated as:

dH por(1)=(H g r(step(?))-H gg,{step(f)—-step(r-d1)))/
(t-d1),
where dT 1s a time 1nterval.
(Given the state vector x, many models may be employed to
regularize the estimates of X 1n a model-based observer such
as a Luenberger observer, Kalman filter, least squares estima-
tor, recursive least squares estimator, intermediate multiple
model filter (IMM), extended Kalman filter, particle filter,
unscented Kalman filter (aka sigma point filter), etc. In a
time-space representation, the altitude of the user may be
described by a constant velocity model:

x(t+dD=Fx(1)+w,

where dT 1s a time 1nterval and w 1s process noise.
In a step-space representation, the altitude of the user may be
described by a constant velocity model:

x(step+dStep)=Fx(step)+w,

where dStep=x(step(t+d1))—x(step(t)) and w 1s process

noise.

Note that in both models, a constant altitude may be
obtained by fixing dH=0. One or more constant altitude mod-
¢ls and constant velocity models may be desirable 1n a mul-
tiple model filter. In certain cases, 1t may be useful to use a
multiple model filter such as an IMM or multiple hypothesis
filter 1n order to obtain fast estimate convergence during
transitions that are not constant velocity. Process noise 1n a
constant velocity model may be tuned through historical
analysis of pressure measurements while the user 1s not mov-
ng.

The model-based approach permits the prediction of future
altitude measurements as:

Xprep(t+dT)=CIX (1),

Xprepistep+dStep)=CFx o {step),

C=/10],

for both models.
Defining z=H+v to be a noise corrupted measurement of
altitude, a residual may be calculated as:

resid=z—Xppzrp
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which allows the statistical rejection of outliers against
known measurement and process noise statistics through, for
instance, hypothesis testing. Other outlier rejection and step
offset compensation methods may be emploved including
those apparent to those skilled 1n the art. 5

By setting C=[1 0], we have implicitly assumed that the
measurements obtained are altitude measurements. However,
the present iventions are not limited to such, nor are they
limited to the set of linear models as described thus far. For
instance, a raw measurement may be barometric pressure and 10
it may relate to altitude by the function H=C(pressure), where
C(*) 1s a standard, nonlinear barometric equation. In such
cases, the system may be linearized to work within the frame-
work of a linear estimator (e.g., extended Kalman filter) or a
nonlinear estimator may be used (e.g., particle filter). 15

The processing circuitry may employ other estimation and
filtering methods. For instance, in one embodiment, H may be
estimated with a median, moving average, exponentially
welght moving average, low pass filter, etc. dH(step) and
dH(t) may likewise be estimated 1n a variety of ways involv- 20
ing finite differencing with or without smoothing, etc. All
such techniques are intended to fall within the scope of the
present mnventions.

The processing circuitry may employ state machine logic
to determine, estimate and/or calculate a change 1n altitude. 25
FIGS. 8 A-8F illustrates several embodiments of exemplary
state machine logic for calculating human-derived altitude. In
some embodiments for calculating human-derived altitude
(FIGS. 8 A-8C), data of the motion sensor 1s used to determine
if the user 1s currently walking/running as well as 1f the user 30
recently executed a step. This may be achieved, for instance,
with a pedometer. For example, FIG. 8A depicts an embodi-
ment where, although data of the motion sensor 1s used to
determine 11 the user 1s currently walking/running, the sam-
pling of the altitude sensor (to acquire data which 1s repre- 35
sentative of the altitude and/or change 1n altitude of the user)
1s performed independent of the data from the motion sensor.

In contrast, FIG. 8B depicts an alternate embodiment where
the sampling rate of the altitude sensor 1s calculated as a
function of the data from the motion sensor. In this case, the 40
sampling frequency F ,;~1s a function of the user’s step ire-
quency. FIG. 8C depicts an embodiment where sampling of
the altitude sensor 1s triggered from events detected by the
motion sensor. In this exemplary embodiment, the event 1s
detection of a step by the user. Although not depicted in FIG. 45
8C, altitude measurements may be obtained following some
delay after the detection of the triggering event. This may be
usetul 1n systems where a change 1n measured altitude occur
alter some latency, as in cases where a barometric pressure
sensor 1s mounted 1n a sealed enclosure and samples the 50
external atmospheric pressure through a vent. Altitude sensor
measurements may also be triggered by events related to the
stop of motion as 1n, for mnstance, when the user stops walking

for several seconds.

Notably, in other embodiments, characteristics of the 55
motion sensor are used to determine 11 the user 1s currently
moving as well as 11 the user recently executed a motion event.
(See, for example, FIGS. 8D-8F). Thus, 1n these embodi-
ments for calculating human-derived altitude (FIGS. 8A-8C),
data of the motion sensor 1s used to determine if the user 1s 60
currently walking/running as well as where the user recently
(for example, within a previous predetermined amount of
time) executed a motion event.

FIG. 8G provides exemplary state machine logic that may
be used to accumulate human-derived elevation gain. In this 65
exemplary embodiment, the state machine logic employs a
plurality of thresholds to indicate the start, stop, and continu-
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ation of sustained elevation changes. These thresholds are
denoted by T,,, ie{A, B, C, D}, je{1, 2, 3, 4}; however, these
are 1ntended as examples and 1n other embodiments of the
inventions, there may be differing numbers and combinations
of thresholds. Elevation gain 1s accumulated when the current
estimate of elevation H. .- exceeds a reference Hy .~ by at
least the amount given by the threshold, as well as when
AH-S and AH-t are within certain thresholds. Appropriate
settings of the thresholds may provide “hysteresis” in the
accumulation of elevation gain and likewise restrict 1mpos-
sible or improbable conditions. For instance, setting T ,,=1
ft/step and T ;=0 {t/step restrict user elevation gains to fall
within those prescribed by typical staircases. A typical stair
step 1s 6 1nches and a user walking up two stairs a time may
cover 1 1t per step.

As mentioned above, 1n one embodiment, the processing
circuitry computes, estimates and/or determines a number of
stair steps traversed by the user ({or example, the number of
upward stair steps). For example, with reference to FIG. 8H,
in one exemplary embodiment, when AH-S and AH-t first
meet a first criteria, the processing circuitry determines, cal-
culates and/or estimates an onset of the first step of the stair
sequence. An exemplary value for the threshold T, 1s 5
inches, which 1s a low riser height for a staircase. Stair steps
are accumulated thereafter until AH-S and AH—t do not meet
a second critera.

Notably, the processing circuitry may determine, calculate
and/or estimate a first step 1n a stair sequence using any
technique now known or later developed. For example, the
processing circuitry may employ the following: One or both
of the dervatives (AH-S and AH-t) may be back-propagated
to their intersection with a relatively flat region of the mea-
sured and/or filtered altitude curve. Indeed, the first step may
be 1dentified as the changepoint between two intersecting
lines 1n either the time or step-space representations (or both)
and well-known estimation techniques may be employed.

The method described here may be adapted to calculate the
number of downward stair steps, and/or the altitude gain/loss
from upward/downward stair steps, and/or the calorie expen-
diture from the upward/downward traversal of stairs and/or
the number of stair flights traversed upward/downward and/
or the number of stair flight/step equivalents traversed
upward/downward (e.g., by dividing the altitude gain/loss by
a nominal stair flight/step height). All combinations and per-
mutations are intended to fall within the scope of the present
inventions. In one embodiment, the portable monitoring
device may be used to determine, calculate and/or estimate
the step rise and/or step tread on a staircase.

In lieu of or 1n combination with stair steps, altitude gain,
etc., the portable momtoring device may also calculate met-
rics (for example, motivational metrics) and/or calculate the
state of avatars (for example, a digital “pet”, a graphical
representation of the user or his/her alter ego, a game charac-
ter, or physical object that glows and/or changes physical
configuration) that are partially or completely determined by
user altitude changes. For example, the device may calculate
(and, 1n addition, may display to the user) “elevation points”,
where one elevation point 1s representative of a change in
altitude, a stair, and/or a flight of stairs (for example, one
clevation point 1s equal to approximately ten feet, or one flight
of stairs). A user may then be motivated to increase an eleva-
tion point score or total by, for example, traversing more
stairs, thghts of stairs and/or hills. Moreover, the device may
also maintain the state of a virtual avatar, for example, a
flower, whose growth and/or health 1s related to user altitude
changes, or a building, whose size and/or growth 1s related to
user altitude changes, or an entity that morphs between states
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that are indicative of increased or decreased elevation gains
such as a stair case, ladder, hill, or mountain, or specific
landmarks like the Fiftel Tower, Mt. Everest, and the Moon.
Indeed, all games and/or avatars that are controlled in part or
wholly by changes 1n altitude sensor data are intended as
embodiments of the present inventions.

In other aspects of the present inventions, the altitude
changes may be combined, integrated and/or fused with other
information such as user speed, step frequency, surface grade,
stair steps, calorie burn, energy expenditure, heart rate, etc. to
obtain more general “activity points”, where, for example,
activity points may be described as:

AP=K1*MET+k2 *AH+k3*(HR-HR,,),

where k1, k2, and k3 are parameters, MET are metabolic
equivalent units expended, HR 1s the user’s heart rate
and HR, 1s a nominal at-rest heart rate.
This equation 1s provided merely for illustration. Indeed, all
relationships that describe activity points and/or “grades”™
and/or activity metrics that are not inherently physical quan-
tities (e.g., calorie burn) and/or avatar states as an integrated,
combined and/or fused output from one or more of user
motion data, user physiological data, user elevation data,
and/or user location data are simply embodiments of the
present inventions. Likewise, all relationships that describe
elevation points, and/or “grades” and/or metrics that are not
inherently physical quantities (e.g., elevation gain) and/or
avatar states as an output from either altitude data alone or 1n
combination with user motion data, user physiological data,
and/or user location data are simply embodiments of the
present inventions. In some embodiments, the motivational
metrics and/or avatars may be computed and/or displayed on
the portable monitoring device. In other embodiments, the
motivational metrics and/or avatars may be computed and/or
displayed on other media (e.g., www.fitbit.com) using data
from the portable monitoring device. In yet other embodi-
ments, the motivational metrics and/or avatars may be com-
puted and/or displayed on both the portable monitoring
device and other media.

Notably, 1n one embodiment, the processing circuitry may
adjust certain thresholds (for example, thresholds employed
in conjunction with the techniques described herein) dynami-
cally according to a variety of parameters to mitigate noise
and driit from appearing 1n the output accumulated elevation
gain. For example, such parameters may be based on surface
conditions, weather, temperature, humidity, user motion, and
physiological data from the user. Examples include the sur-
face grade, user speed, user step frequency, user energy
expenditure rate, user activity state (e.g., walking versus run-
ning versus jumping), AH-S, AH-t, weather conditions (e.g.,
incoming storm, wind, rain), the rate of change 1n barometric
pressure while the user 1s not moving, the rate of change of
temperature change, variation in the barometric pressure sig-
nal and/or altitude measurement (e.g., random noise), motion
sensor data energy, motion sensor data variation, and/or heart
rate.

In an exemplary embodiment, the thresholds required to
accumulate an elevation gain follow a decreasing function
with respect to surface grade, such that shallower grades
require larger altitude gains and steeper grades permit smaller
altitude gains. Furthermore 1n this regard, different functions
may be used for walking and running such that shallower
grades have lower thresholds for running than they do in
comparison to walking. This 1s motivated by the fact that
humans selectively perceive surface grades according to how
tast they move on the surface. That 1s, shallower grades are
casier to detect when the user 1s running rather than walking.
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Similar effects may be achieved by setting the thresholds as a
function of surface grade and user speed or surface grade and
user step frequency. Indeed, all possible combinations of the
previously mentioned parameters may be used. Note that
certain surface grades may be rejected from accumulation by
setting their respective thresholds to infinity. In one embodi-
ment, elevation gains and/or losses are only permitted for
grades 1n excess of £2%. The thresholds may also be adapted
according to the drift and/or noise present on the altitude
sensor while the user 1s not moving. In this way, the algorithm
may adjust for changing weather conditions as observed by a
barometric pressure sensor.

Surface grade may be expressed as the elevation change
over a horizontal distance:

g=AH/d.

When d 1s not directly measured (as 1n the case of GPS
tracking), 1t may be calculated as:

d=sqrt(d *+AH?),

where d_ 1s the distance traveled overland by the user.

For typical walking and runming surface grades, it 1s suili-
cient to approximate d=d_. Other numerical approximations
ex1ist and are apparent to one skilled in the art. The overland
distance may be measured by any of a variety of methods,
some of which were described above. They include use of a
pedometer function or foot-mounted distance tracking. In
other embodiments, the inventions may have functionality
that determines the elevation change and/or slope between
two points through, for instance, the use of GPS with an
altimeter.

Notably, FIGS. 8 A-8H are 1llustrative and are not intended
to limit the implementation of the present inventions. For the
avoidance of doubt, the thresholds depicted in the figures may
be implemented on the measurements and/or estimates of
altitude. The threshold logic may also be implemented over a
sequence of points or over a time 1nterval or both. In certain
circumstances, 1t may not be usetul or desirable to include all
of the threshold parameters described. For instance, it may
not always be useful to include thresholds against AH-S or
AH-t. The thresholds may also be supplanted with probabi-
listic functions evaluated jointly or conditionally over (AH,
AH-S, AH-t) or individually over some or all of the same
parameters. The portable monitoring device may also employ
a variety of timers and event counters to block certain calcu-
lation steps when, for instance, significant jumps in elevation
are seen, noise increases, or outliers are encountered. Timers
and/or counters may also be employed to reset the state of the
algorithm (for example, state=0) and/or filter when a down-
ward or upward accumulation event has not occurred within a
certain time interval or number of iterations. The reference
altitude H, .~ may also be refined over time or reinitialized
according to certain criteria through a variety of filtering and
estimation techniques. The methods described herein may be
adapted to calculate elevation loss, or to calculate elevation
gains/losses distinguished by surface grade and/or stair con-
ditions.

The sampling rate of the sensors of the portable monitoring,
device may be predetermined or fixed. In one embodiment,
the sampling rate 1s programmable or controllable. For
example, 1n one embodiment, the portable monitoring device
may control and/or determine the sampling rate of the sensors
based on considerations of electrical power consumption and
the rate thereof. In this regard, the portable monitoring device
may employ electrical power saving circuitry and/or tech-
niques to control and/or determine the sampling rate of the
SEeNSors.
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In one embodiment, the sampling frequency of the altitude
sensor (F ;) may be controlled, determined and/or calcu-
lated based on data from the motion sensor. For example, with
reference to FIG. 9A, 1n one embodiment, 1f the motion of the
user does not exceed a threshold within a time period (for
example, a predetermined or programmable time period), the
altitude sensor may be placed mto a mode that does not
sample (for example, a low power mode), or F ;- may be
reduced or decreased. Subsequently, 11 the motion exceeds a
threshold, for example, for a predetermined or minimum time
duration, F ,, - may be increased.

Notably, “motion™ 1n this context 1s meant generally and
includes features derived from raw motion sensor data.
Examples would be the signal energy, variance, range, etc.
The mapping of motionto F ,, -may be a continuous function
or discrete settings. In the case of one or more discrete settings
(c.g., sampling modes), the features used to transition
between modes are not necessarily the same, nor are the
thresholds and other parameters dictating the transitions.

FIGS. 9B and 9C depict other exemplary embodiments in
which the sampling mode or frequency of the altitude sensor
1s determined by the output of a pedometer. Here again, the
portable monitoring device senses the motion of the user and,
based thereon, controls and/or determines the sampling rate
of the altitude sensor. In this way, the portable monitoring
device manages or controls the electrical power consumption,
and the rate thereof.

FIG. 9D 1illustrates another embodiment where altitude
sensor readings are triggered from step events detected by a
pedometer, or a maximum time T between samples (which-
ever occurs first). Although not depicted in FIG. 9D, altitude
sensor readings may be scheduled to occur after a delay from
the step event. The step-space representation and models
described above are suited to this type of sampling. Setting
T=co reduces to the case where altitude readings are only
generated through triggering from a pedometer.

In another embodiment, the altitude sensor may be read or
its sampling mode/Ifrequency may be controlled or set accord-
ing to peaks and/or other morphological features derived
from the motion sensor. For example, the sampling rate of the
altimeter may be set higher and/or 1ts measurement settings
may be adjusted (e.g., to a finer setting) 1 the motion sensor
provides a signal that 1s indicative of the user losing balance
and/or about to fall or falling (e.g., free fall). Similarly, the
sampling settings may be adjusted to capture fast transient
clevation changes that may be experienced during jumping
with one’s legs or by other means (e.g., skateboard, skis and
snowboard, pole vaulting, and the like—the settings being
determined by data from the motion sensor that 1s indicative
of the activity).

The aforementioned discussions 1n connection with FIGS.
8A-8H and 9A-9D may be implemented in conjunction with
any of technique to calculate calorie burn, including the tech-
niques described and illustrated herein. All permutations and
combinations of (1) calculating elevation or altitude change
and (11) altitude sampling techniques, and (111) techniques to
calculate calorie burn are intended to fall within the scope of
the present inventions. Moreover, as stated above, the inven-
tions are not limited to processes and/or algorithms 1mple-
mented 1n accordance with the tlow charts of FIGS. 8 A-8H
and 9A-9D. Such flow charts are merely exemplary. The
present nventions may also implement batch processing
algorithms (as opposed to the real-time algorithm), the use of
probabilistic classification and estimation methods such as,
for example, bayesian networks, Kalman filters, EM algo-
rithm and Metropolis-Hastings algorithm, or artificial neural
networks.
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The portable monitoring device of the present inventions
may also include a user interface to facilitate communication
with the user. (See, for example, FIG. 1C) The user interface
may 1nclude one or more displays, one or more of a speaker,
microphone, vibramotor, and/or an input mechanism. (See,
for example, FIGS. 10A-10F). Indeed, any manner of or
mechanism for outputting and/or mputting of data and/or
commands are intended to fall within the scope of the present
iventions.

In one embodiment, the portable monitoring device
includes one or more mode sensors to mput, detect and/or
determine a mode of movement by the user. (See, for
example, FIG. 1D). For example, the user may input, detect
and/or determine that the user 1s 1n a wheelchair, on a ladder,
skate board, skis, snowboard and/or a bicycle. In response
thereto, the processing circuitry may correlate and/or employ
the data from the mode sensor(s) with the (1) data which 1s
representative of the altitude and/or changes in altitude and
(1) data which 1s representative of the motion of the user, to
determine, estimate, and/or calculate energy and/or calorie
“burn” of the user. For example, where the user1s on a bicycle,
the processing circuitry may determine or calculate energy
and/or calorie “burn” of the user using the (1) data which 1s
representative of the altitude and/or changes in altitude and
(11) data which 1s representative of the motion of the user.
Notably, the mode sensor may be responsive to a user input or
detected mode of movement.

In one embodiment, FIG. 11 A depicts the processing flow
for the use of the mode sensor 1n selecting the appropriate
algorithm for determining calorie “burn™ of the user. Simi-
larly, FIG. 11B depicts the processing flow for the use of the
mode sensor 1n selecting the approprate activity-tracking
algorithms for the user based on the mode of motion or
movement.

There are many mechanisms and techniques by which the
mode sensor(s) may be mmplemented. One embodiment
employs buttons and a feedback mechanism such as a graphi-
cal display, flashing lights, haptic device, piezoelectric
buzzer, vibramotor, and/or speaker (all, for example, ele-
ments of the user interface) to navigate a menu system to
select different modes. Another embodiment uses one or
more of the motion sensors to recognize user gestures 1o
select and deselect certain modes. In yet another embodi-
ment, the portable momitoring device may include a user
interface having an mput device (for example, one or more
buttons) and/or sensors that mate with specialized housings
for each mode. For example, placing the device onto a des-
ignated wheelchair mounting device could push a button on
the device to select a wheelchair mode. In another embodi-
ment, device may be placed near a designated RF beacon that
1s affixed to a bicycle spoke, in which case the device would
execute bicycle mode functionality. Other implementations
may use, for example, RFIDs, magnetic sensors, LEDs and
photodetectors, piezoelectric strip/material and/or strain
gauges, to detect the presence of the specialized mounting
apparatus. In yet another embodiment, the motion sensor(s),
altitude sensor(s), and physiological sensor(s) are employed
to recognize user activity and automatically select the mode.

Notably, the mode may be selected and/or determined from
a plurality of pre programmed or predetermined modes (for
example, during manufacture). Such pre programmed or pre-
determined modes may be stored in memory 1n the processing
circuitry of the device. In addition thereto, or 1n lieu thereot,
the modes may be user defined (aiter manufacture—ifor
example, 1n situ or during operation) and programmed 1nto or
onto the device by the user at a later time and corresponding
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activity quantification algorithms
“trained” or “taught” by the user.

In yet another embodiment, the portable monitoring device
includes the motion sensor, altitude sensor, physiological
sensor and mode sensor. Indeed, all permutations and com-
binations of sensors, whether in conjunction with a user inter-
face or not, may be employed or implemented 1n a portable
monitoring device according to the present mventions. All
such combinations and permutations are intended to fall with
in the scope of the present inventions.

The portable monitoring device may include transmuitter
circuitry to communicate energy and/or calorie “burn’ of the
user to, for example, an external user interface, the internet,
social or media site (for example, Fitbit or Facebook) and/or
computing system. (See, for example, FI1G. 1F). The portable
monitoring device may also output raw or pseudo-raw sensor
data as well as a correlation thereot (see, for example, FI1G. 6).
Indeed, the portable monitoring device may output the other
activity-related metrics, including, for example, (1) in the
context of running/walking on level, substantially level, or
relatively level ground, (a) number of steps, which may be
categorized according to the number of steps associated with
a user state, for example, walking, jogging and/or running, (b)
distance traveled and/or (¢) pace, (11) in the context of run-
ning/walking on stairs, hills or ground having a grade of
greater than, for example, about 3%, (a) number of stair
and/or hill steps, which may be categorized, correlated or
organized/arranged according to, for example, the speed,
pace and/or activity state of the user (for example, the number
of stair and/or hill steps pertaining to walking, jogging and/or
running), (b) number of flights of stairs, (¢) ascent/descent
distance on stairs and/or hills, (d) pace, (¢) ascent/descent on
clevators, (1) number of calories expended by walking/jog-
ging/running on stairs and/or hills and/or (g) quantity/com-
pare the additional calories expended or burnt from stairs/
hills relative to, versus or over level ground, (111) 1n the context
of swimming, number of strokes, time between strokes, leg
kicks and similar metrics (variance of stroke time, mean
stroke time, etc.), depth underwater, strokes per lap, lap time,
pace and/or distance, (1v) 1n the context of using a bicycle,
wheelchair, skateboard, skis, snowboard, ladder, etc., (a)
ascent/descent distance traversed, (b) number of additional
calories expended, (¢) time of a downward “run” or upward
“climb”, (d) number of calories expended, (¢) number of
pedal rotations, (1) arm or wheel rotation, (g) the grade of the
surface, (h) pushes, kicks and/or steps. This list of activities
(if applicable to the particular embodiment) 1s merely exem-
plary and 1s not intended to be exhaustive or limiting of the
inventions to, for example, the precise forms, techniques,
flow, and/or configurations disclosed.

The portable monitoring device of the present inventions
may include communication circuitry which implements or
employs any form of communications (for example, wireless,
optical, or wired) and/or protocol (for example, standard or
proprietary) now known or later developed, all forms of com-
munications and protocols are intended to fall within the
scope ol the present inventions (for example, Bluetooth,
ANT, WLAN, Wi-Fi, power-line networking, all types and
forms of Internet based communications, and/or SMS); all
forms of communications and protocols are intended to fall
within the scope of the present inventions.

The portable monitoring device may include recerver cir-
cuitry to more fully communicate with the user and/or exter-
nal circuitry. (See, for example, FIG. 1G). For example, the
portable monitoring device may receive external data or com-
mands regarding exercise time, energy use and/or calorie
“burn”, and milestones, for example, from the internet, social
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or media site (for example, Fitbit or Facebook) and/or com-
puting system; all forms of receiver circuitry and recerving
protocols are mtended to fall within the scope of the present
inventions.

Again, all permutations and combinations of sensors, user
interface, transmitter circuitry and receiver circuitry, may be
employed or implemented in a portable monitoring device
according to the present inventions. (See, for example, FIGS.
1A-1X). All such combinations and permutations are
intended to fall with 1n the scope of the present inventions.

As such, the portable monitoring device of the present
inventions may interface or communicate via any connectiv-
ity and protocol (for example, wired, wireless, electrical and/
or optical and/or all types and forms of USB and/or remov-
able memory). All communication mechanisms, techniques
and architectures are intended to fall within the scope of the
present inventions. Thus, the portable monitoring device may
employ wired and/or wireless transmitter circuitry to com-
municate energy and/or calorie “burn” of the user to, for
example, an external user interface, the internet, social or
media site (for example, Fitbit or Facebook) and/or comput-
ing system. (See, for example, FIG. 1F). As noted above, the
portable monitoring device may also output raw or pseudo
raw sensor data as well as a correlation thereof (see, for
example, FIG. 6). Indeed, the portable monitoring device may
be communicate energy and/or calorie “burn” or expenditure
of the user (or such raw or pseudo-raw sensor data), for
example, via transmitter circuitry, removable memory, wire-
less and/or wired (for example, electrical or optical) commu-
nication.

For example, in one embodiment, the portable monmitoring
device may be placed into a data transter mode (for example,
via engagement with a dock station, user mput/instruction
and/or proximity to base device) in which the display and/or
suitable wvisual elements are used to transmit data, for
example, to a base device (for example, a mobile phone,
computer and/or internet portal device (for example, a
router)). The base device may include one or more visual
monitoring devices. In one embodiment, for example, the
portable monitoring device may transmit data by switching
on/off LCD segments, switching on/off individual or clusters
of display pixels, and/or modulating the intensity and/or color
of display pixels in the display of the user interface while base
device (for example, mobile phone) monitors the display
sequence with a camera and/or video camera. The data may
be transmitted 1n any format now known or later developed
including a suitable human readable format (for example,
numbers and words), a binary sequence of bits (for example,
bar code), or otherwise.

In another embodiment, the portable monitoring device
includes or provides for bidirectional communication of the
second portable monitoring device and/or a base device. In
this embodiment, the second device controls a light source
(c.g., camera phone flash, different colors on screen, pixels
on/ofl) and the portable monitoring device analyzes and/or
monitors the visual sequence with one or more visual sensors.
This method of data transfer and communication may remove
the need for additional wireless and/or wired hardware for
transmitting data from the ivention to another device, which
itsell may transier the data to another service (e.g., www.1It-
bit.com).

As discussed herein, the display of the user interface may
be the primary mechamism of displaying information to the
user. That display may be placed into a mode to facilitate or
execute an optical transter communication. In other embodi-
ments, the portable monitoring device may have specific



US 8,311,770 B2

31

visual sources that are only intended for data transier, as well
as the combination of both the primary user display and a data
transier display.

Notably, because alignment and placement of the portable
monitoring device with a second device are important to the
transier process, either or both of the devices may have on-
screen guides or mstructions to aid alignment and placement.
In one embodiment, the second device may show a template
overlaid 1n 1ts video display to help the user place the mven-
tion correctly relative to the second device. The portable
monitoring device may have visual landmarks (e.g., borders,
buttons, colors, and/or display elements) that enable the sec-
ond device to visually track certain aspects of the portable
monitoring device during data transfer. Visual tracking may
also provide the user with alignment cues to improve place-
ment (e.g., arrows). These same strategies may be employed
by the portable momtoring device 1n cases of bidirectional
communication.

The portable monitoring device may be equipped with one
or more vibramotors, buzzers, and/or speakers with which to
alert the user. For instance, the device may buzz or emit a
sound to encourage the user to walk or move after observing
a sedentary period of 30 minutes or more. The device may
buzz or emit a sound 1n order to notity the user that the battery
level 1s low. The device may buzz or emit a sound to act as a
time-based alarm. Indeed, all manner of audible and/or haptic
alerts are considered to be within the scope of the present
inventions.

There are many inventions described and illustrated herein.
While certain embodiments, features, attributes and advan-
tages of the inventions have been described and illustrated, it
should be understood that many others, as well as different
and/or similar embodiments, features, attributes and advan-
tages of the present inventions, are apparent from the descrip-
tion and 1llustrations. As such, the above embodiments of the
inventions are merely exemplary. They are not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the inventions to the precise forms,
techniques, materials and/or configurations disclosed. Many
modifications and variations are possible 1 light of this dis-
closure. It 1s to be understood that other embodiments may be
utilized and operational changes may be made without
departing from the scope of the present inventions. As such,
the scope of the inventions 1s not limited solely to the descrip-
tion above because the description of the above embodiments
has been presented for the purposes of illustration and
description.

For example, in one embodiment, the portable monitoring
device ol the present invention includes an altitude sensor and
motion sensor (and in certain embodiments other sensors
such as one or more physiological sensors and/or one or more
mode sensors). In this embodiment, the portable monitoring,
device, however, may not include processing circuitry to
monitor, calculate, determine and/or detect energy and/or
calorie “burn” due to physical activity of the user (for
example, a human or non-human animal). In this embodi-
ment, some or all of the monitoring, calculating, determining
and/or detecting may be implemented “off-device” or exter-
nal to the portable monitoring device. Here, the portable
monitoring device may store and/or communicate (1) data
which 1s representative of the altitude and/or changes 1n alti-
tude of the user and/or (11) data which 1s representative of
motion of the user to external processing circuitry wherein
such external processing circuitry may momitor, calculate,
determine and/or detect energy and/or calorie “burn” due to
physical activity of the user. (See, FIG. 12A). Such external
circuitry may implement the calculation processes and tech-
niques 1n near real-time or after-the-fact. The data which 1s
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representative of the (1) altitude and/or changes 1n altitude of
the user and/or (11) motion of the user may be communicated
to such external processing circuitry, for example, via trans-
mitter circuitry (see FIG. 12A), removable memory, electrical
or optical communication (for example, hardwired commu-
nications via USB). Importantly, such an architecture/em-

bodiment 1s mtended to fall within the scope of the present
inventions.

Moreover, the portable monitoring device of this embodi-
ment (1.e., external processing circuitry) may include all per-
mutations and combinations of sensors (for example, one or
more physiological sensor(s) and/or mode sensor(s). For
example, the portable monitoring device of the present inven-
tions may include one or more altitude sensors (see, for
example, FIGS. 1A-1L); 1n other embodiments, the portable

monitoring device does not include one or more an altitude
sensors (see, for example, FIGS. 1M-1X).

Notably, 1n one embodiment, the processing circuitry to
monitor, calculate, determine and/or detect energy and/or
calorie “burn™ due to physical activity of the user may be
distributed between resident circuitry and external circuitry.
(See, FIG. 12B). In this embodiment, circuitry disposed in the
portable momtoring device may implement certain processes
and algorithms and the external processing circuitry may
implement other processes and algorithms wherein, the cir-
cuitry, 1n combination, monitors, calculates, determines and/
or detects energy and/or calorie “burn” due to physical activ-
ity of the user.

In another embodiment, the exemplary portable monitor-
ing devices may employ a MEMS altitude sensor. In this
regard, the altitude sensor includes a MEMS pressure sensing,
structure to generate data which 1s representative of the alti-
tude of the structure. For example, with reference to FIG. 13,
in one embodiment, the MEMS pressure sensing structure
includes a multi-diaphragm structure wherein a first dia-
phragm 1 1s more fully exposed to changes in the ambient
environment relative to a second diaphragm which 1s less
exposed to changes 1n the ambient environment due to a
plurality of micro-pores 3. The diaphragms 1 and 2 form a
portion of a sealed chamber (for example, vacuum-sealed
chamber). In one embodiment, the MEMS pressure sensing
structure includes a pressure sensing element 5 to sense,
sample, determine and/or obtain changes 1n pressure. Here,
first diaphragm 1 1s responsive to the environment with low
pneumatic impedance so that there 1s effectively no latency.
The second diaphragm i1s responsive to the environment
through micro-pores that “delay” the rate of change of the
pressure. This difference may deflect the bidirectional pres-
sure sensing element 5 toward the side with lower pressure.

The sensor structure depicted in FIG. 13 1s just one
embodiment of one aspect of the inventions. The chambers on
either side of the bi-directional sensing element need not be
equal 1n size and either or both sealing diaphragms 1 and 2
may be omitted in some embodiments. For instance, the ele-
ment producing the pneumatic impedance that delays pres-
sure changes may eflectively seal the chamber from contami-
nants because the element 1s a continuous polymer film.

In operation, the deflection 1n pressure sensing element 3
provides information which 1s representative of the change in
altitude (due to changes in pressure). That 1s, the micro-pores
“delay” the rate of pressure change caused by the second
diaphragm 1n response to small changes 1n altitude relative to
the first diaphragm (which has a low pneumatic impedance
path to ambient). The detlection of 1n pressure sensing ele-
ment 3 may be measured via changes 1n stress or strain in
pressure sensing element 5. In addition thereto, or 1n lieu



US 8,311,770 B2

33

thereot, the deflection may be measured by changes 1n capaci-
tance or voltages of sensing plates (not i1llustrated).

Pressure equalization in a single-pore system can be
expressed analytically for a simplified system. Assuming the
inner chamber has volume V and 1s subject to a pressure
difference of Ap which 1s much less than the absolute pressure
p (1.e., Ap<<p) and that the inner chamber 1s exposed to the
external environment through a hole of radius r and that the
system has low Knudsen number, the mean velocity of gas
flow at the orifice 1s

)\
iu=———Ap,
3y g

where 1 1s the viscosity of the gas (Roscoe 1949, Yu, et al.

1988).
The rate of change of the mass of gas 1n the chamber 1s

m==paru,

where p 1s the density of the gas.

Finally, assuming the gas to be ideal and the system to be
1sovolumetric and 1sothermal, 1t can be shown that the rate of
change of pressure in the chamber p_ 1s

RT \(
Pc = (;—M)(%]Apﬁ

where R 1s the umiversal gas constant, T 1s the temperature,
and M 1s the molar mass of the gas.

As such, it can then be shown that the time constant for the
system T 1S

o= (3 )(%)

For 1llustration, operating at standard temperature and pres-
sure, representative numbers for air are M=0.0289 kg mol™',
N=1.8369x10™> Ns m~>, p=1.2041 kg m~. Assuming the
chamber to bea 1 mm cube (V=10""m"), a 1 sec time constant
(1.e., r=1 sec) can be achieved with a hole of size r=0.816 um.
The Knudsen number of the system 1s 0.04<<1 so the preced-
ing assumption of small Knudsen number 1s appropriate.

In the preceding analysis, the effects of a finite length to the
orifice (so that it acts as a channel) and other parasitic effects
such as surface tension are omitted. These effects increase the
pneumatic resistance of the pore and enable it to be sized
larger for a given time constant T. It 1s assumed that one
skilled 1n the art can dertve a similar expression or use simu-
lation to account for these etfects. The atmospheric perme-
ability of thin polymeric membranes that can also be applied
across macro-sized holes 1n the relatively deep silicon walls
of a MEMS produced pressure chamber, or cover arrays of
micro-machined surface channels leading to such a chamber
can be employed and are well understood. For instance, the
O, permeability of various common polymers was docu-
mented by Robb (1968) to span more than 5 orders ol mag-
nitude, making selection of a suitable thickness of gas per-
meable membrane more a choice of manufacturing
convenience then of limited alternative chemaistries.

Similarly, gas porous silicon membranes capping a cham-
ber or channels leading to a chamber can be made by MEMS
processes with bulk etching & processing techniques to pro-
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duce predictable gas permeability characteristics. For
instance, Galambos, et al. (1999) demonstrated that silicon
nitride (S1,N,) could 1tself be etched to produce a gas perme-
able filter 1n a micromachined channel. More generally, Wu
(2004) described the properties of porous polycystalline
membranes etched on S1,N, using MEMS technology to
cover cavities. MEMS processing techniques may produce a
membrane structure with stochastically predictable micro
cracks or pores that facilitate atmospheric gas flow, without
the need for precisely machined orifices.

Importantly, the present inventions are neither limited to
any single aspect nor embodiment, nor to any combinations
and/or permutations of such aspects and/or embodiments.
Moreover, each of the aspects of the present inventions, and/
or embodiments thereof, may be employed alone or 1n com-
bination with one or more of the other aspects and/or embodi-
ments thereof. For example, while many of the inventions
have been described in connection with a portable monitoring
device including one or more altitude sensors (see, for
example, FIGS. 1A-1L), many of the inventions may be
implemented in connection with a portable monitoring device
which does not include one or more an altitude sensors (see,
for example, FIGS. 1M-1X). For the sake of brevity, many of
those permutations and combinations will not be discussed
and/or illustrated separately herein.

Notably, although exemplary embodiments and/or pro-
cesses have been described above, the inventions described
and/or 1llustrated herein may also be implemented 1n con-
junction with other activity metric determination techniques.
As such, the mventions are not limited to processes and/or
algorithms implemented 1n accordance with the flow charts of
FIGS. 4A-4R; rather, such tlowcharts are merely exemplary.

Further, the portable monitoring device may communicate

with external circuitry using the transmitter circuitry (see, for
example, FIGS. 1F, 1H-1L, 1R and 1T-1X), receiver circuitry

(see, for example, FIGS. 1G, 1J-1L, 15, and 1V-1X), remov-
able memory, electrical or optical communication or connec-
tor (for example, hardwired communications via USB).

As mentioned above, the portable monitoring device may
store and/or transmit the raw data or pseudo-raw (1.e., pro-
cessed) data from on or more (or all) of the sensor(s). For
example, 1n the context of the motion sensor, the portable
monitoring device may store and/or transmit data which 1s
representative of acceleration, angular rate, location and/or
compass bearing. In the context of the altitude sensor, 1n one
embodiment, the portable monitoring device may store and/
or transmit data which 1s representative of pressure, altitude,
time of tlight and/or radar cross section. Further, in the con-
text of the physiological sensor(s) and naturally-derived met-
rics, the portable momtoring device may store and/or transmit
data which 1s representative of heart wavetform (for example,
ECG trace), heart rate, blood sugar, blood pressure and/or
EEG. In addition, in one embodiment, the portable monitor-
ing device may store and/or transmit data provided by the
mode sensor(s) including, for example, bicycling, swimming,
skateboard or wheel charir.

Notably, the data which 1s stored and/or transmitted may be
filtered versions of the aforementioned, for example, filtered
using passive elements (for example, RC networks) and/or
active elements (for example, active electronics), frequency-
domain methods (Butterworth filter, etc), statistical methods
(Kalman filter, etc), time-series analysis (ARX models, etc)
and/or wavelets.

The raw or pseudo-raw (for example, filtered versions) of
the atorementioned data may be stored and/or transmitted in
time epochs that differ from the original (e.g., 1 Hz instead of
100 Hz) or in summary versions (€.g., mean, variance, inte-
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gral, power, coellicient of vaniation, etc.) and may include
signal quantities that are derived typically for use 1n a classi-
fication algorithm and other downstream calculations. In
addition, the raw or pseudo-raw (for example, filtered ver-
s1ons) of the aforementioned data may be stored and/or trans-
mitted 1 compressed or uncompressed formats. Such data
may also be stored and/or transmitted 1n a matched to a value
format that, for example, captures the approximate or exact
value of the data (e.g., look-up table, ranges like “small”,
“medium” and “large”™).

The data and parameters dertved by the portable monitor-
ing device may be transierred, displayed, and/or modified
remotely as 1n, for example, a computer program or website
such as www.itbit.com. Such content may furthermore be
modified by the remote application and transferred back to
the device for storage and display. For example, the user may
adjust mnformation regarding one or more physiological
parameters that effect metabolism, which 1n turn are used to
correct calorie burn estimates on the portable monitoring
device. Likewise, the user may adjust information regarding
height, step length, the mtensity of a workout, the type of
activity over a particular time duration (e.g., walking, run-
ning, weight lifting, driving or riding in an automobile, etc.)
and this information may be used to adjust estimates of calo-
rie burn, distance traveled, speed, avatar state, and other activ-
ity-related metrics stored and/or displayed on the portable
monitoring device.

Data and derived parameters from one or more of the
present inventions and/or one or more other devices may be
stored, displayed, and/or modified remotely as 1in, for
example, a computer program or website such as www . fitbit-
com. The devices may generate their data independently,
operate dependently upon one another (e.g., as accessories to
one another), or both. The remote application may combine
the data or generate new data which 1s then displayed 1n the
remote application and/or other remote applications and/or
the portable monitoring device of the present inventions and/
or other devices. The remote application may also overlay the
data to the user to present a holistic view of the data streams
obtained from multiple devices. For example, two devices
(called “Device A” and “Device B” for simplicity here which
are respectively a pedometer and heart rate monitor) may
generate data streams representative ol user activity and/or
physiological information which 1s transierred to www.fitbit-
com. The user may create a data stream of manually or
automatically annotated events on Device B, which are sub-
sequently used by www.litbit.com to override or modily the
data from Device A during the same periods of time as the
annotated events. The annotated events may likewise be pre-
sented 1n a manner that attracts user attention preferentially to
the data of Device B. Notably, the data that 1s overridden or
modified may be transierred back to Devices A and B for
storage and/or display to the user.

In addition, the portable monitoring device may also facili-
tate social interaction features. In one embodiment, the por-
table monitoring device may contain user identification ““cre-
dentials” (for example, stored 1n memory) that communicate
with second or base devices to link a plurality of users (for
example, two users) 1n a social network (for example, via the
internet or device-to-device). The second device may or may
not be a portable monitoring device according to one or more
of the embodiments of the present inventions. As an example,
two people may link their devices to become “Iriends™ on
www.lacebook.com, www.fitbit.com, www.linkedin.com,
and/or other social networks. The “Iriend” status may be may
be passed to the internet directly from the device or routed
through intermediate devices (e.g., Fitbit Tracker to mobile
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phone to 1nternet). Linking of devices may be achieved in a
variety of well-known ways for pairing two devices. In one
embodiment, the two devices may be linked through a bump
gesture or physical tapping (e.g., contact) of the two devices
that initiates wireless communication between the two. A
combination of motion sensing (e.g., accelerometer and/or
ogyro), and/or magnetic signature sensing, and/or wireless
(e.g., NFC, RFID, RF proximity sensing) may be employed.

In other embodiments, the portable monitoring device may
provide user contact information such as email addresses,
telephone numbers and/or a user name, which may be trans-
mitted when the devices are linked. The device may be con-
figured to transmit only specific pieces of contact informa-
tion.

In other embodiments, the portable monitoring device may
monitor, catalog and/or track the number, duration, fre-
quency, and quality of social interactions between two or
more people 1n a social network. As an example, the portable
monitoring device may use wireless proximity detection
between portable monitoring devices to determine, monitor,
catalog and/or track episodes 1n which the devices were 1n the
same proximity, for example, to determine, monitor, catalog
and/or track the amount of time two users spent time with one
another. Summary metrics like the duration of interaction,
frequency of meetings, physical distance, etc. are exemplary
parameters of interest.

In another embodiment, the portable monitoring device
may include one or more audio sensors to monitor, determine
and/or track the quality and/or tone of conversation between
the user and others (with or without a similarly-equipped
device). In yet another embodiment, the same interactions
between “Iriends”™ 1n a social network are specifically moni-
tored, cataloged and/or tracked.

In another embodiment, the portable monitoring device
may interact with other devices through wireless communi-
cation to allow the user to play a game. For example, a pair of
devices may be bumped together to initiate a game-like con-
test between the two users based on their step counts. Other
examples may include animated virtual “fight” sequences
between avatars placed on both devices. The users” devices
may buzz, glow, etc. to notily the users that there 1s another
contestable device nearby. It may do this for “ifriends” only or
for anyone with an appropriate device. The contest may fol-
low deterministic behavior or probabilistic behavior.

Again, 1n the context of the alorementioned embodiments,
the devices may consist of the portable monitoring device
according to any of the embodiments described herein and a
second device, which may be a second portable monitoring,
device or may be a different device (for example, a mobile
phone or tablet).

Notably, the use of “wireless™ also extends to visual and/or
magnetic detection and 1dentification of compatible devices.
For instance, the mnvention may have a magnetic field sensor
that can recognize the magnetic signature of compatible
devices.

As noted above, the portable monitoring device may con-
tain user identification credentials (for example, stored in
memory). Here, the portable monitoring device may enable
the user to authenticate to certain services or be automatically
recognized. For instance, a user attempting to login to “www-
Aithit.com” from a computer may be automatically routed to
the appropriate, designated, associated and/or correct user
account and bypass authentication steps by placing the por-
table monitoring device into a specific authentication mode,
or by virtue of proximity detection of the device by the com-
puter.
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Likewise, the user may be automatically identified when
approaching other devices that are configured to recognize
the imnvention. For instance, the user may be recognized as she
approaches a weight scale that communicates with her
device.

In situations where a plurality of portable monitoring
devices are “present” 1n a single location (e.g., a family where
cach family member owns a device), 1t may be useful for each
portable monitoring device to have a unique 1dentifier so that
a user associated with which device may be determined. The
indicator may be chosen by the user or 1t may be prepro-
grammed onto the device. The indicator may be turned off or
disabled by the user. In one embodiment, when the device 1s
placed stationary (e.g., display side up on a table surface) and
then subsequently moved or jolted, 1t displays the indicator.
The display may also show other content such as motivational
messages, general messages, amimations, graphics, etc. In
another embodiment, the device may show the same or simi-
lar information through an input from the user through the
user interface. In yet another embodiment, the device may
display the same or similar information when the device 1s
coupled to or removed from a specific fixture (e.g., charger) or
put in proximity of fixture (e.g., RF beacon, magnetic source).
The unique 1dentifiers comprise a specific color shown on a
multicolor LED, color/amimation sequence, nickname/key-
word, word sequence, vibration sequence, custom avatar, or
1mage.

In one embodiment, the portable monitoring device has a
RFID and/or NFC tag embedded i 1t. The tag may be either
read or write. If the tag 1s read-only, then 1t stores some static
information about the device, for instance, a unique identifi-
cation number. If the tag 1s read and write, then either a NFC
writer device can write to 1t or an onboard MCU 1s connected
to the tag and can write to 1t. If another device equipped with
a NFC reader (e.g., smartphone) 1s brought in proximaity to the
device, then an app (e.g., Fitbit mobile app) launches auto-
matically and transfers data with the device (e.g., communi-
cation to and from www.fitbit.com). If the application
“knows” the portable monitoring device (e.g., it 1s set up to
recognize the device), then it transfers data. If the application
sees that the device belongs to someone else, 1t offers the
ability to “Ifriend” that person or establish a similar relation-
ship. It may also show some personal information about the
user, who may be a human or nonhuman animal. I the appli-
cation sees that the device 1s an unknown device, 1t offers a
setup option. Data transier functionality may occur directly
through the RFID tag itself (e.g., the RFID antenna 1s con-
nected to an EEPROM that the onboard microprocessor can
write to) or the RFID/NFC may act as just an automatic
discovery mechanism while data transier 1s over another sys-
tem such as ANT, Bluetooth, Zigbee, Wifi, etc.

In one embodiment, the portable monitoring device 1s a
multi-protocol local area network (LAN) to wide area net-
work (WAN) gateway where local devices may be Bluetooth,
ANT, Zigbee, etc. and the gateway communicates to the
internet via or over a communication path (for example, a cell
phone network, WLAN, etc.). The portable monitoring
device may operate as an “open hotspot™ so that no user setup
1s required for subsequent devices. For instance, a user may
have elsewhere established a network account (e.g., www.1it-
bit.com or another website) to the device (e.g., Fitbit Tracker)
through its umique device ID, then the device automatically
recognizes compatible devices and sends their data to the
correct account and location. The data may go directly to the
destination or through an intermediary first. Destinations or
intermediaries could be other devices or a network service
(e.g., www.litbit.com). The “original” portable monitoring
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device to account/location link setup could have been done as
part of a user initiated setup process or could have been
pre-configured as part of the purchasing or acquisition pro-
cess at the manufacturer or another intermediary. The follow-
ing 1s an additional exemplary embodiment:

A user owns a Garmin ANT device that 1s set up to sync
data to Garmin’s website. She then acquires the current
invention. Once she connects the invention to the inter-
net, the Garmin device can automatically send its data to
Garmin’s website through the invention without any
turther setup. The invention could also send the data to
Garmin’s website via an intermediary website (e.g.,
www.{itbit.com).

The user may also turn oif and on (disable or enable) the
ability for data destinations to receive the data.

The communication circuitry of the portable monitoring,
device may provide for one-way or two-way communication
to, for example, facilitate or provide mput of data and/or
commands. Indeed, where the device includes two-way com-
munications, the communication circuitry facilitates or pro-
vides data or command transmission to and from peripheral
devices and/or the Internet. Thus, 1n certain embodiments, the
communication circuitry facilitates or provides external con-
nectivity to, for example, the Internet and/or remote or local
external devices and/or appliances.

Where the communication circuitry provides one-way or
two-way communication to the Internet and/or (remote or
local) external devices and/or appliances, the portable moni-
toring device may upload data and/or commands to and/or
download data and/or commands from, for example, selected
websites, health professionals, trainers, weight or health ori-
ented monitoring groups/organizations or specialists, and/or
the like (heremaiter collectively “third party” or “third par-
ties”). In this way, the portable monitoring device may manu-
ally or automatically provide data to such third parties. The
portable monitoring device may also recerve data and/or
instructions/comments, for example, health or training guid-
ance or feedback via the device. For example, where the
portable monitoring device provides data (for example, activ-
ity levels, steps and/or sleep quality) to one or more third
party devices or websites, such third parties (for example,
health professionals or trainers) may monitor and/or provide
teedback based on such data. In this way, such third party or
parties may provide periodic, continuous and/or intermittent
monitoring and/or feedback, notwithstanding the user/patient
1s substantially remote or distant from such third parties, or
where significant monitoring of the user/patient 1s 1nconve-
nient or not feasible (for example, due to costs or locations).

The communication circuitry may also facilitate program-
ming ol the portable monitoring device, for example, pro-
gramming the device to acquire selected data (via enabling
and/or disabling selected sensors) and/or calculate, monitor
and/or determine selected physiological parameters (via
enabling or disabling the processing circuitry accordingly).
The programming of the portable monitoring device may be
via the user or third party. In this way, for example, a third
party may customize or tailor the acquisition of physiological
data based on the user, the situation (for example, physical
condition of the user), and the acquisition of desired informa-
tion.

In certain embodiments, the portable momtoring device
may also operate, program and/or control local external
devices and/or appliances. For example, the communication
circuitry of the device may also function as a relay or hub to
provide or facilitate communication for external devices to
cach other or to the Internet. For example, the device may
connect to the Internet via WLAN but also be equipped with
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an ANT radio. An ANT device may communicate with the
device to transmit 1ts data to the Internet through the WLAN
of the device (and vice versa). Moreover, where the commu-
nication circuitry 1s equipped with Bluetooth, other Blue-
tooth-enabled devices (for example, mobile or smart tele-
phones) that come within suitable or eflective reach or range,
the device may transmit data to or recerve data from such
Bluetooth-enable device and/or the Internet through the net-
work of the mobile or smart telephones. Indeed, data from
another device may also be transmitted to the device and
stored (and vice versa) or subsequently transmitted at a later
time.

In another preferred embodiment, the portable monitoring,
device 1s a single protocol or multi-protocol wireless bridge
that may relay, store, and/or display data from compatible
wireless devices. Compatible devices need not be activity
monitors. For example, a weight scale may transmit data of
the user’s weight to the device and it may display an historical
graph ol the user’s weight. Data transfer may be bidirectional.
Data may be stored and later transierred through the device’s
wireless communication circuitry to other services such as
the Internet.

In a preferred embodiment, when the portable monitoring
device 1s placed stationary (e.g., display side up or display
side down on a table surface), 1t attempts wireless communi-
cation with nearby compatible wireless devices. Indeed, 1n
several embodiments a wireless communication attempt 1s
initiated by the portable monitoring device through one or
more gestures detected by the motion sensor. For instance, the
device may be placed display side up on a surface for a fixed
time interval then subsequently tlipped to the display side
down position.

As mentioned above, the portable monitoring device may
include a user iterface having a display. In one embodiment,
the display 1s customizable 1n that the information and con-
tent of the display may be customized by the user. The user
may configure the types of mformation “screens” as they
show up on the device and 1n which order. This may be
achieved through configuration on the device or an external
application (e.g., a settings manager on www.{itbit.com). As
indicated above, the portable monitoring device, in addition
to monitoring, calculating and/or determining of one or more
activity and physiological parameters (based on or using data
from resident sensors), may receive web content for display
on the user interface of the portable momtoring device. The
following are examples of the types and/or content of 1nfor-
mation that may be provided to the user.

Historical and current graphs and/or data of user activity
and/or foods consumed and/or sleep data that are mea-
sured by the device and/or stored remotely (e.g., fitbit-
.com);

Historical graphs and data of user weight and/or body fat
data measured by a weight scale and transferred to the
device (etther over the Internet or by the scale itself);

Historical graphs and data of other user-tracked data mea-
sured by the device or stored remotely. Examples
include heart rate, blood pressure, arterial stifiness,
blood glucose levels, cholesterol, duration of TV watch-
ing, duration of video game play, mood, etc.;

Physiological data corresponding to average or norms, for
example, for comparison purposes wherein, 1n one
embodiment, the user’s physiological data 1s compared
to or contrasted with average physiological data (for
example, on an age, gender or condition basis (for
example, a pregnant women’s physiological data 1is
compared with typical physiological data based on
stage, size and age));
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“Mash-up” data pertaining to user’s physiologic data and
user’s water intake—ifor example, correlations of (1)
hydration levels to manually logged water consumption
and (1) hydration levels to automatically measured
water consumption via a “smart” water bottle (e.g.,
Camelbak flow meter hydration gauge system);

“Mash-up” data pertaining to user’s physiologic data and
user’s sleep—itor example, correlations of (1) heart rate
to blood pressure and (11) body weight and/or fat to sleep
time, patterns and/or quality;

“Mash-up” data pertaining to user’s physiologic data and
user’s activity—ior example, correlations of (1) hydra-
tion to activity levels and (11) heart rate and/or vanability
to activity levels and/or patterns;

“Mash-up” data pertaining to physiologic data and poten-
tially related external events such as correlations of (1)
user’s body weight and/or fat to ambient environment
for example, geography, temperature and/or weather,
(11) user’s heart rate and/or blood pressure to financial
markets (for example, S&P 3500, NASDAQ or Dow
Jones); here the data analysis of the user’s biometric or
physiologic data i1s correlated to web content and/or
external devices that are in communication with the
biometric monitoring device;

Coaching and/or dieting data based on one or more of the
user’s current weight, weight goals, food intake, activity,
sleep, and other data;

User progress toward weight, activity, sleep, and/or other
goals;

Summary statistics, graphics, badges, and/or metrics (e.g.,
“orades”) to describe the aforementioned data;

The aforementioned data displayed for the user and his/her
“Inends” with similar devices and/or tracking methods;

Social content such as Twitter feeds, instant messaging,
and/or Facebook updates;

Other online content such as newspaper articles, horo-
scopes, stock, sports or weather reports, RSS feeds,
comics, crossword puzzles, classified advertisements,
and websites; and

Motivational messages, system messages (e.g., battery sta-
tus, “sync data” notifier), device communications that
may be similar to social content (e.g., the device may
communicate greetings to the user like “Hello”, “Good
Morning™’), and/or other messages similar in content to a
fortune cookie; and

Email messages and calendar schedules; and

Clock and/or stop watch.

For the avoidance of doubt, 1t should be understood that
these examples are provided for illustration and are not
intended to limit the inventions, including the scope of data
that may be transmitted, received, or displayed by the device,
nor any intermediate processing that may employed during
such transier and display.

Notably, selected content may be delivered according to
different contexts. For example, 1n the morning, motivational
messaging may be displayed along with the user’s sleep data
from the previous night. In the evening, a daily summary of
the day’s activities may be displayed. Notably, sleep and
activity may be momtored and derived from other devices,
manual log entries on a website, etc.—not the present inven-
tion. Such information, however, may be communicated to,
for example, the user and/or the Internet via the device.

Furthermore, 1in several embodiments the device has a
motivational avatar whose state 1s dependent on user activity.
Nominally, the avatar may be a “tlower” or plant that grows
and shrinks as a function of the duration and intensity of a
user’s physical activity over a period of several hours. In a
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preferred embodiment, the device may be programmed with
a customizable avatar and the behavior of the avatar may
change over time as the user interacts with the device. The
device may also be programmed with optional games and
interventions to help the user meet goals.

Programming or customizing may be implemented via the
user 1nterface, an external device via the communication cir-
cuitry (for example, via wired or wireless connection to a
computer or personal computing device) and/or through a
web interface (e.g., www.litbit.com) on the user interface of
the device. Similarly, the firmware loaded on the device may
be updated and configured by the user through the commu-
nication circuitry (for example, via wireless connection).
Indeed, functions and features of the device (for example,
certain sensors or data processing) as described here may also
be modified, enabled and/or disabled (for example, on an
individual basis or global basis).

In a preferred embodiment, the portable monitoring device
may be mounted to different parts of the user and/or exercise
equipment to perform functions that are specific or adapted to
its location. For example, when mounted on the torso, the
portable monitoring device may monitor the user’s steps,
distance, pace, calorie burn, activity intensity, altitude gain/
loss, stair steps, etc. based on data from the motion sensor and
altitude sensor using one set of algorithms. When the portable
monitoring device 1s mounted to the user’s foot, the device
may monitor the same or similar parameters using possibly a
different sensor configuration and another set of algorithms.
Additionally, 1t the portable monitoring device may monitor
the impact accelerations present on the foot to determine 1) 11
the user 1s running with soft or hard footfalls or 2) 1 the user
1s running on a soft or hard surface (e.g., the amount of time
spent runmng on concrete vs. grass). When the portable moni-
toring device 1s mounted to the wrist, arm, hand, it may
perform sleep tracking functionality, swimming functional-
ity, ambulatory activity functionality, or stress biofeedback
functionality using, in part or wholly, a heart rate and/or
respiratory rate sensor and/or galvanic skin response (GSR)
sensor—the determination of which mode of operation may
be determined automatically through mode or motion sensor
data, or the user may place the device into the appropriate
mode manually.

Note that in the case of the hand, the portable monitoring
device may be held rather than mounted. In a preferred
embodiment, a gesture of the device mostly contained 1n the
orthogonal plane to the gravitational vector may be used as a
user interface mechanism (e.g., to navigate a menu system).
Because the gesture 1s mostly orthogonal to gravity, 1t may be
reliably distinguished between other motions that produce
signals that are mostly parallel to gravity (e.g., walking, run-
ning, and jumping). In a preferred embodiment, the gesture 1s
similar to the flick of the wrist (as typically produced when
dealing cards or throwing a flying disc) and/or the reverse
motion toward the body. Due to the fast motion of this gesture,
it may be readily distinguished from other motions that are
orthogonal to gravity (e.g., hip rotations). In lieu of or 1n
combination with the preceding gesture, the device may
incorporate another gesture wherein the direction of gravity
relative to one or more axes of an accelerometer begins 1n a
first orientation, then 1s moved to a second orientation that 1s
roughly 90° degrees different, then returned to the first ori-
entation. For example, in the case of a device with a 3D
accelerometer, a 1 g acceleration may be sensed on one accel-
cerometer axis 1n the first orientation (and close to O g on both
other axes), then go to near 0 g 1n the second orientation (and
close to 1 g on one of the other axes), then return to 1 g when
the device 1s returned to the first orientation. Because such
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rotations do not occur often 1n natural use of an activity
monitoring device, it may be readily used as a gesture for user
interactions. Notably, these gestures may be recogmized with
a variety of sensors other than or in combination with an
accelerometer such as a magnetic compass, gyroscope,
mechanical switch, etc.

In regards to swim tracking, the use of inertial and/or
magnetic sensors (€.g., compasses ) may be used to determine
the lap count of the user. Speed and distance may subse-
quently be calculated based on a configured lap length. When
the device 1s placed on a bicycle hub or wheel, 1t may perform
bicycle activity tracking (e.g., cadence, calorie burn).

As mentioned before, the portable monitoring device may
also transmit 1ts data to a secondary display device so that the
user may see 1ts output 1n real-time. In another embodiment,
the device may communicate with another activity monitor-
ing device (e.g., ANT-enabled heart rate monitor) either
directly or indirectly through a wireless bridge (e.g., a smart
phone that routes data from one device to another, or between
both). When the portable monitoring device 1s placed on a
free weight or weight training apparatus, it may perform
functions related to weight training (e.g., tracking repetitions,
sets, time between repetitions/sets, type of exercise, form.).

In another aspect of the present inventions, the portable
monitoring device may select which sensors and algorithms
to use based on its mounting condition. For instance, if the
device 1s mounted to the arm, it uses an optical heart rate
monitor to calculate calorie burn. If the portable monitoring,
device 1s mounted to the torso, i1t uses an accelerometer to
calculate calorie burn. In this example, the device may deter-
mine its location partially or wholly from the quality of the
heart rate signal: 1f no signal 1s present, the device 1s not
mounted to the arm. In this example, mounting conditions
may furthermore be determined through the design of the
mounting fixtures. For example, the fixtures may have reflec-
tive and anti-reflective materials which enable the device to
optically distinguish between a mounting to the torso and/or
to the foot. Notably, the optical module 1n the portable moni-
toring device may incorporate an array ol emitters (e.g.,
LEDs) and/or an array of detectors (e.g., photodiodes, pho-
todetectors, photoresistors) wherein the emitters/detectors
have different locations relative to the body and may be used
to find the best signal locations while reducing power con-
sumption (by, for instance, dimming or turning off some
emitters/detectors).

Other embodiments may employ fixtures and devices
which have magnets and/or magnetic sensors (e.g., Hall effect
sensors), RF beacons and transmitters, buttons, electrical
contacts, proximity sensors, etc. The portable monitoring
device may also be equipped with a magnetic field sensor
which 1s used to recognize the magnetic signature of fixtures
and other devices.

Note that an optical system for heart rate sensing may also
be used to sense respiratory rate. The two signals are modu-
lated into a single photoplethysmography (PPG) signal.
When applied to stress biofeedback, the PPG sensor may
provide information on heart rate, heart rate variability, and
respiratory rate. This may be supplemented or supplanted
with mnformation from a GSR sensor in the device. The same
information may be used with or without the motion sensor to
assist 1n sleep tracking, specifically as they relate to sleep
onset and sleep stages. In other embodiments of the invention,
the device may also include ambient light sensing, noise
sensing, as well as all possible combinations of the previously
mentioned sensors. When mounted to the arm and used in
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ambulatory activity monitoring, the PPG-derived informa-
tion may be displayed to the user on a secondary device such
as a wrist mounted watch.

Notably, when the portable monitoring device 1s mounted
to the torso, a combination of motion sensing and altitude
sensing may be used to detect periods in which the user 1s
sitting, standing, and lying down.

The portable monitoring device may also include one or
more environmental sensors to detect, measure and/or sense
ambient environmental conditions. For example, the one or
more environmental sensors may detect, measure and/or
sense ambient pressure, temperature, sound, light, humidity,
location and/or atmosphere. In this manner, the portable
monitoring device may monitor, 1n addition to user activity,
other metrics related to noise pollution/levels, weather, UV
exposure, lighting conditions, and/or air quality.

In another embodiment, the portable monitoring device
may monitor the RF signature of nearby devices in order to
determine 1ts location. For instance, a home may have a set of
Bluetooth or ANT devices that are beaconing to form a sig-
nature for the home. Indeed, the portable monitoring device
may monitor the signature 1n order to determine its location in
the home. The portable monitoring device may also deter-
mine 1ts location directly from a GPS-enabled device that has
a compatible communication protocol with the invention
(¢.g., a Bluetooth enabled smart phone). The portable moni-
toring device may also use a barometric pressure sensor to
determine the user’s altitude. (Obviously, other communica-
tion protocols can be used too, like RFID, WiF1, NFC, etc).

The portable monitoring device may include a recharge-
able battery or ultracapacitor to provide electrical power to
the circuitry and other elements of the portable monitoring,
device. In one embodiment, the energy storage element (for
example, battery or ultracapacitor) may obtain energy from,
for example, a charger.

In one embodiment, the portable monitoring device
includes an active or passive energy harvesting circuitry
wherein the energy acquired, obtained and/or generated by
the circuitry 1s employed to immediately power the device or
stored 1n, for example a rechargeable battery or ultracapacitor
for later use by the a rechargeable battery or ultracapacitor.

With references to FIGS. 15A-135C, the energy harvesting,
circuitry portable momtoring device may convert the move-
ment of the user to energy, using, for example, elements,
circuitry and/or techmques which generate energy 1n
response to the movement of the user (for example, moving,
magnets and/or piezoelectric elements). In this regard, the
portable monitoring device passively “harvests™ or converts
the kinetic energy supplied by the user (for example, via
movement) to charge the battery or ultracapacitor, supple-
ment such charge, and/or immediately power the device. For
example, the device may incorporate piezoelectric elements
that generate current 1n response to user motion and associ-
ated circuitry to rectify and store said current. In lieu of or 1n
combination, the device may incorporate a magnet that may
move within an inductive coil such that motion of the device
induces a current through the coil. The coil may be shaped as
a cylinder, for example, to capture the motion shocks during
user movement or ambulation, or it may be shaped as a toroid
so that the magnet may move easily under other conditions.

In another embodiment, the portable monitoring device
includes circuitry to “harvest” or acquire the energy from
signals in the surrounding atmosphere. In this embodiment,
the energy harvesting circuitry converts the energy of or in
those signals to charge the battery or ultracapacitor, supple-
ment such charge, and/or immediately power the device.
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As mentioned above, at least a portion of the portable
monitoring device (including the one or more altitude sensors
and/or motion sensors) may be aflixed to the user during
operation wherein the portable monitoring device includes a
physical size and/or shape that facilitates coupling to the user,
for example, the body of the user (such as, for example, arm,
wrist, angle, waist and/or foot) and allows the user to perform
normal or typical user activities (including, for example, exer-
cise of all kinds and type) without hindering the user from
performing such activities. (See, for example, FIGS. 16 A-
16D and 17). The portable monitoring device may include a
mechanism (for example, a clip, strap and/or tie) that facili-
tates coupling or atfixing the device to the user during such
normal or typical user activities. A base station may facilitate
interface to a second device (for example, computer) and/or
recharging of the battery. (See, for example, FIG. 16D).

It should be noted that the term “circuit” may mean, among,
other things, a single component or a multiplicity of compo-
nents (whether in integrated circuit form or otherwise), which
are active and/or passive, and which are coupled together to
provide or perform a desired function. The term “circuitry”
may mean, among other things, a circuit (whether integrated
or otherwise), a group of such circuits, one or more proces-
sors, one or more state machines, one or more processors
implementing soitware, one or more gate arrays, programs-
mable gate arrays and/or field programmable gate arrays, or a
combination of one or more circuits (whether integrated or
otherwise), one or more state machines, one or more proces-
SOrs, ONe Or more processors implementing software, one or
more gate arrays, programmable gate arrays and/or field pro-
grammable gate arrays. The term “data” may mean, among
other things, a current or voltage signal(s) whether 1n an
analog or a digital form, which may be a single bit (or the like)
or multiple bits (or the like).

It should be further noted that the various circuits and
circuitry disclosed herein may be described using computer
aided design tools and expressed (or represented), as data
and/or mstructions embodied 1n various computer-readable
media, for example, 1n terms of their behavioral, register
transter, logic component, transistor, layout geometries, and/
or other characteristics. Formats of files and other objects 1n
which such circuit expressions may be implemented include,
but are not limited to, formats supporting behavioral lan-
guages such as C, Verilog, and HLDL, formats supporting
register level description languages like RTL, and formats
supporting geometry description languages such as GDSII,
GDSIII, GDSIV, CIF, MEBES and any other suitable formats
and languages. Computer-readable media in which such for-
matted data and/or instructions may be embodied include, but
are not limited to, non-volatile storage media in various forms
(e.g., optical, magnetic or semiconductor storage media) and
carrier waves that may be used to transier such formatted data
and/or mstructions through wireless, optical, or wired signal-
ing media or any combination thereof. Examples of transfers
of such formatted data and/or instructions by carrier waves
include, but are not limited to, transfers (uploads, downloads,
¢-mail, etc.) over the Internet and/or other computer networks
via one or more data transfer protocols (e.g., HI'TP, FTP,
SMTP, etc.). The present inventions are also directed to such
representation of the circuitry described herein, and/or tech-
niques implemented thereby, and, as such, are intended to fall
within the scope of the present inventions.

Indeed, when received within a computer system via one or
more computer readable media, such data and/or mstruction-
based expressions of the above described circuits may be
processed by a processing entity (e.g., one or more proces-
sors) within the computer system in conjunction with execu-
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tion of one or more other computer programs including, with-
out limitation, net-list generation programs, place and route
programs and the like, to generate a representation or image
ol a physical manifestation of such circuits. Such representa-
tion or image may thereafter be used 1n device fabrication, for
example, by enabling generation of one or more masks that
are used to form various components of the circuits in a device
fabrication process.

Moreover, the various circuits and circuitry, as well as
techniques, disclosed herein may be represented via simula-
tions and simulation instruction-based expressions using
computer aided design, simulation and/or testing tools. The
simulation of the various sensors, processing circuitry, user
interface, transmitter circuitry and/or receiver circuitry of the
present inventions (regardless of combination or permutation
ol sensors, processing circuitry, transmitter circuitry and/or
receiver circuitry), including the processes or techniques
implemented thereby, may be implemented by a computer
system wherein characteristics and operations of such cir-
cuitry, and techmques implemented thereby, are simulated,
imitated, replicated, analyzed and/or predicted via a com-
puter system. The present inventions are also directed to such
simulations and testing of the inventive portable monitoring
device (or portions thereol including, for example, the vari-
OUS SeNsors, processing circuitry, user mterface, input/output
circuitry (although not illustrated—the input/output circuitry
may be discrete circuitry or circuitry which 1s integrated into
the processing circuitry), transmitter circuitry and/or receiver
circuitry), and/or techniques implemented thereby, and, as
such, are intended to fall within the scope of the present
inventions. The computer-readable media and data corre-
sponding to such simulations and/or testing tools are also
intended to fall within the scope of the present inventions.

The term “calculate” and other forms (1.e., calculating,
calculated and calculation) in the claims means, among other
things, calculate, assesses, determine and/or estimate and
other forms thereot. In addition, the term “calorie burn” 1n the
claims means, among other things, calorie burn or calorie
expenditure and/or energy burn or energy expenditure—or
the like.

Further, 1n the claims, the phrase “data which 1s represen-
tative of a change 1n altitude™ means data which 1s represen-
tative of an altitude of the user (absolute altitude) and data
which 1s representative of a change 1n altitude (relative alti-
tude). Further, 1n the claims, the phrase “a change 1n altitude”™
means a change 1n altitude or height. Moreover, for the avoid-
ance of doubt, 1n the claims, the term “tlights of stairs” means
“flights of stairs”, “floors” and the like.

Notably, the terms “first,” “second,” and the like, herein do
not denote any order, quantity, or importance, but rather are
used to distinguish one element from another. Moreover, in
the claims, the terms “a” and “an” herein do not denote a
limitation of quantity, but rather denote the presence of at
least one of the referenced 1tem.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. An activity monitoring system comprising:
a portable activity monitoring device comprising:

a housing having a physical size and shape that is
adapted to couple to the body of the user;

a motion sensor, disposed in the housing, to detect
motion of a user and, in response thereto, to generate
data which 1s representative of motion of the user;

an altitude sensor, disposed 1n the housing, to detect a
change 1n altitude of the user and, 1n response thereto,
to generate data which 1s representative of the change
1n altitude of the user; and

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

46

processing circuitry, disposed in the housing and
coupled to the motion sensor and the altitude sensor,
to calculate a number of stairs or flights of stairs
traversed by the user using the data which 1s repre-
sentative of motion of the user and the data which 1s
representative of a change in altitude of the user, and

a display to output data of a badge and/or metric wherein

the badge and/or metric which describes the number of

stairs or flights of stairs traversed by the user.

2. The activity monitoring system of claim 1 wherein the
display 1s disposed 1n and/or affixed to the housing, and
wherein the display further outputs data of a number of stairs
or flights of stairs traversed by the user.

3. The activity monitoring system of claim 1 wherein the
processing circuitry further calculates a state of an avatar
using the data which 1s representative of the number of stairs
or tlights of stairs traversed by the user.

4. The activity monitoring system of claim 3 wherein the
display 1s (1) coupled to the processing circuitry and (11)
disposed 1 and/or affixed to the housing, and wherein the
display outputs data which 1s representative of the state of the
avatar.

5. The activity monitoring system of claim 3 wherein the
state of the avatar 1s representative of a change 1n a physical
appearance of the avatar on the display.

6. The activity monmitoring system of claim 1 wherein the
processing circuitry of the portable activity monitoring
device determines the user traverses one or more stairs or
tflights of stairs by calculating a change 1n altitude over one or
more steps ol the user using (1) data which 1s representative of
motion of the user and (1) data which 1s representative of a
change 1n altitude of the user.

7. The activity monitoring system of claim 1 wherein the
processing circuitry of the portable activity monitoring
device determines the user traverses one or more stairs or
tlights of stairs based on (1) a change 1n altitude of the user per
step being within or exceeding a first threshold range and (11)
a change 1n altitude of the user over a given time period being
within or exceeding a second threshold range.

8. The activity monitoring system of claim 1 wherein the
processing circuitry of the portable activity monitoring
device determines the user traverses one or more stairs or
tflights of stairs based on evaluating (1) a change 1n altitude 1n
relation to a first threshold, and (11) a change 1n altitude of the
user per step 1n relation to a second threshold range and (111)
a change 1n altitude of the user over a given time period 1n
relation to a third threshold range.

9. An activity monitoring system comprising:

a portable activity monitoring device comprising:

a housing having a physical size and shape that is
adapted to couple to the body of the user;

a motion sensor, disposed in the housing, to detect
motion of a user and, in response thereto, to generate
data which 1s representative of motion of the user;

an altitude sensor, disposed 1n the housing, to sample an
altitude of the user in response to an altitude sample
signal, wherein, 1n response to sampling the altitude
ol the user, the altitude sensor generates data which 1s
representative of a change 1n altitude of the user; and

processing circuitry, disposed in the housing and
coupled to the motion sensor and the altitude sensor,
to:
generate the altitude sample signal in response to
detecting a motion event using the data which 1s
representative of motion of the user, and
calculate a number of stairs or flights of stairs tra-
versed by the user using the data which 1s represen-
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tative of motion of the user and the data which 1s
representative of a change in altitude of the user;
and

a display to output data of a badge and/or metric wherein

the badge and/or metric which describes the number of
stairs or flights of stairs traversed by the user.

10. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
display 1s disposed i1n and/or affixed to the housing, and
wherein the display further outputs data of a number of stairs
or flights of stairs traversed by the user.

11. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
motion event 1s a step by the user.

12. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
processing circuitry generates the motion sample signal at a
predetermined rate and detects a motion event 1n response to
determining a step by the user.

13. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
processing circuitry correlates data which 1s representative of
the change in elevation of the user to a number of stairs or
tlights of stairs traversed by the user.

14. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
processing circuitry calculates the user traverses one or more
stairs or flights of stairs using (1) data which 1s representative
ol a change 1n altitude per step and (11) data which 1s repre-
sentative of a change 1n height for a given time period.

15. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
processing circuitry determines the user traverses one or more
stairs or flights of stairs by calculating a change 1n altitude
over one or more steps of the user using (1) data which 1s
representative ol motion of the user and (1) data which 1s
representative of a change 1n altitude of the user.

16. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
processing circuitry determines the user traverses one or more
stairs or flights of stairs based on (1) a change 1n altitude of the
user per step exceeding a {irst threshold and (i1) a change in
altitude of the user over a given time period exceeding a
second threshold.

17. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
processing circuitry determines the user traverses one or more
stairs or flights of stairs based on (1) a change 1n altitude of the
user per step being within a first threshold range and (11) a
change 1n altitude of the user over a given time period being
within a second threshold range.

18. The activity monitoring system of claim 9 wherein the
processing circuitry determines the user traverses one or more
stairs or flights of stairs based on evaluating (1) a change 1n
altitude 1n relation to a threshold, and (11) a change 1n altitude
of the user per step in relation to a first threshold range and
(111) a change 1n altitude of the user over a given time period 1n
relation to a second threshold range.
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19. An activity monitoring system comprising:
a portable activity monitoring device comprising:
a housing having a physical size and shape that is
adapted to couple to the body of the user;
an altitude sensor, disposed 1n the housing, to detect a
change 1n altitude of the user and, 1n response thereto,
to generate data which 1s representative of the change
in altitude of the user; and

processing circuitry, disposed in the housing and
coupled to the motion sensor and the altitude sensor,

to calculate:

calculate a number of stairs or flights of stairs tra-
versed by the user using the data1s representative of
a change 1n altitude of the user, and

a state ol an avatar using the data which is represen-
tative of a calorie burn of the user and/or data which
1s representative of the number of stairs or flights of
stairs traversed by the user; and

a display to output data of a badge and/or metric wherein

the badge and/or metric which describes the number of
stairs or thghts of stairs traversed by the user.

20. The activity monitoring system of claim 19 wherein the
state of the avatar 1s representative of a change 1n a physical
appearance of the avatar.

21. The activity monitoring system of claim 19 wherein the
processing circuitry of the portable activity monitoring
device correlates data which 1s representative of the change 1n
altitude of the user to a number of stairs or flights of stairs
traversed by the user and wherein the display further outputs
data of the number of stairs or tlights of stairs traversed by the
user.

22. The activity monitoring system of claim 19 wherein:

the altitude sensor of the portable activity monitoring

device samples an altitude of the user 1n response to a
sample signal, wherein, 1n response to sampling the
altitude of the user, the altitude sensor generates data
which 1s representative of a change 1n altitude of the user,
and

the processing circuitry of the portable activity monitoring

device generates the sample signal 1n response to detect-
ing a motion event.

23. The activity monitoring system of claim 22 wherein the
motion event 1s a step by the user.

24. The activity monitoring system of claim 19 wherein the
display 1s disposed 1n and/or affixed to the housing.

235. The activity monitoring system of claim 19 wherein the
display 1s (1) coupled to the processing circuitry and (11)
disposed 1n and/or affixed to the housing, and wherein the
display outputs data which 1s representative of the state of the
avatar.
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