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(57) ABSTRACT

A three-dimensional graphics system 1s provided. The three-
dimensional graphics system rasterizes each of a plurality of
polygons generated from vertexes in an order adapted to
characteristics of each polygon. The three-dimensional
graphics system includes a rasterization engine including a
polygon setup unit recerving the vertexes and generating the
polygons and rasterization information for each polygon, and
a rasterizer rasterizing pixels using the rasterization informa-
tion received from the polygon setup unit 1n an order adapted
to the characteristics of each polygon. Accordingly, the coher-
ence of the pixels 1s increased and the hit ratio of cache
memory 1s thus increased. As a result, the performance of the
three-dimensional graphics system 1s improved. With the
increase of the hitratio of the cache memory, buss traffic in the
system 1s reduced and power consumption 1s thus reduced.

17 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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RASTERIZATION ENGINE AND
THREE-DIMENSIONAL GRAPHICS SYSTEM
FOR RASTERIZING IN ORDER ADAPTED TO

CHARACTERISTICS OF POLYGON

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2007-0126848, filed on Dec. 7, 2007, 1n the

Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which 1s
incorporated herein 1n 1ts entirety by reference.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a rasterization engine and
three-dimensional (3D) graphics system, and more particu-
larly, to a rasterization engine and 3D graphics system for
performing rasterization in order adapted to the characteris-
tics of a polygon, such as use or non-use of texture mapping,
use or non-use of alpha blending, and relationship with an
adjacent polygon.

BACKGROUND

Three-dimensional (3D) graphics are graphics that show
objects 1n three dimensions, instead of two dimensions, and
are used 1n movies using special effects, geological analysis,
and architecture or car designing using computer aided
design (CAD). Recently, 3D graphics are being used to con-
struct game screens.

To produce 3D graphics, 3D graphics systems break an
object represented by lots of dots into polygons, e.g., tri-
angles, comprising a plurality of pixels, perform interpolation
on pixels included 1 each polygon through rasterization, and
perform rendering (or presentation) of the 3D graphic. Con-
ventional 3D graphics systems perform the rasterization in an
order determined by considering pixel coherence within a
triangle. For instance, conventional 3D graphics systems ras-
terize pixels forming a polygon 1in a span order. In other
words, when a 3D graphics system generates pixels forming
a triangle 1n a downward order, 1t performs rasterization of the
triangle 1n the same order, 1.¢., in downward order.

The conventional 3D graphics systems consider only pixel
coherence within a polygon when performing polygon ras-
terization. In other words, pixel coherence between polygons
1s not considered during the rasterization of the polygons.
Consequently, when the 3D graphics systems move over to
another polygon, the hit ratio of cache memory decreases and
the performance of the 3D graphics systems deteriorates.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, provided 1s a
rasterization engine for increasing the performance of a three-
dimensional (3D) graphics system by increasing the hit ratio
of cache memory used 1n the 3D graphics system by increas-
ing pixel coherence between polygons.

Also 1n accordance with the present invention, provided 1s
a rasterization engine for performing rasterization in an order
adapted to the characteristics of a polygon, such as use or
non-use of texture mapping, use or non-use of alpha blending,
and relationship with an adjacent polygon.

Also 1n accordance with the present invention, provided 1s
a 3D graphics system using the rasterization engine.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there 1s
provided a rasterization engine including a polygon setup unit
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configured to receive vertexes and generate polygons and
rasterization information for each polygon. Also includes 1s a
rasterizer configured to generate pixels using the rasterization
information received from the polygon setup unit and to per-
form rasterization 1n an order adapted to characteristics of
cach polygon.

The rasterization engine may also include a texture unit
coniigured to perform texturing on the pixels generated by the
rasterizer.

The rasterizer may determine the order adapted to the
characteristics of each polygon based on a prestored algo-
rithm for determining rasterization order.

The rasterizer can execute the prestored algorithm to store
information about a first position at which rasterization of a
previous polygon has finished, and determine the rasteriza-
tion order such that rasterization of a current polygon 1s
performed from a second position adjacent to a first position
and toward a third position farthest from the second position
of the current polygon.

The rasterizer can execute the prestored algorithm to store
order information about different types of rasterization
orders, alternately select the different types of rasterization
order, and determine a selected type of order as the order
adapted to characteristics of a polygon to be rasterized.

The different types of rasterization order can comprise a
downward order and an upward order, which may be alter-
nately selected.

The rasterization engine can further comprise: an order
determiner configured to recerve information about the char-
acteristics of each polygon from the rasterizer, determine the
rasterization order for the polygon based on the information,
and transmit the rasterization order to the rasterizer.

The order determiner can be configured to store informa-
tion about a first position at which rasterization of a previous
polygon has finished, and determine the rasterization order
such that rasterization of a current polygon 1s performed from
a second position adjacent to the first position toward a third
position farthest from the second position of the current poly-
gomn.

The order determiner can be configured to store order
information about different types of rasterization order in
advance, alternately select the different types of rasterization
order, and determine a selected type of order as the order
adapted to characteristics of a polygon to be rasterized.

The order information can comprise a downward order and
an upward order.

The order determiner can be configured to store informa-
tion about an order used for a previous rasterization.

The order determiner can be configured to receive infor-
mation about an order used for a previous rasterization from
the rasterizer.

The order determiner can be configured to alternately
select the different types of rasterization order such that
selected rasterization order 1s adapted to characteristics of a
polygon to be rasterized 1n a three-dimensional graphics sys-
tem using texture mapping or alpha blending.

-

T'he polygons may be triangles.
The characteristics of each polygon may include at least
one characteristic among use or non-use of texture mapping,
use or non-use ol alpha blending, and relationship with an
adjacent polygon.

The rasterization engine may be used in any one or more of
a3D graphics system, a 3D graphics software accelerator, and
a 3D graphics hardware accelerator.

For instance, in accordance with another aspect of the
invention, provided 1s a three-dimensional graphics system.

The system 1includes a rasterization engine configured to ras-
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terize each of a plurality of polygons generated from vertexes
defined by viewport mapping in an order adapted to charac-
teristics of each polygon.

The rasterization engine may comprise a polygon setup
unit configured to receive vertexes defined by viewport map-
ping and generate polygons and rasterization information for
cach polygon; a rasterizer configured to generate pixels using
the rasterization information recetved from the polygon setup
unit and perform rasterization 1n an order adapted to charac-
teristics of each polygon; and a texture unit configured to
perform texturing to give cubic effect to the pixels generated
by the rasterizer.

The polygons may be triangles.

The characteristics of each polygon can comprise at least
one characteristics among use or non-use of texture mapping,
use or non-use of alpha blending, and relationship with an
adjacent polygon.

And 1 accordance with another aspect of the mmvention,
provided 1s a three-dimensional graphics software accelerator
comprising a rasterization engine configured to rasterize each
of a plurality of polygons generated from vertexes defined by
viewport mapping in an order adapted to characteristics of
cach polygon.

And 1n accordance with another aspect of the mmvention,
provided 1s a three-dimensional graphics hardware accelera-
tor comprising a rasterization engine configured to rasterize
cach of polygons generated from vertexes defined by view-
port mapping in an order adapted to characteristics of each
polygon.

As described above, according to the embodiments of the
present mnvention, rasterization order for a polygon 1s deter-
mined based on the relationship between the current polygon
and an adjacent polygon. For instance, rasterization of a poly-
gon starts from a position adjacent to a position at which
rasterization of a previous polygon has been finished, thereby
increasing pixel coherence. Accordingly, data remaining 1n
cache memory aiter the rasterization of the previous polygon
can be reused. As a result, the hit ratio of all cache memory
(including texture cache) used after pixel generation 1s
increased. With the increase of the hit ratio of cache memory,
the performance of a 3D graphics system 1s increased and bus
traffic 1n the system 1s reduced, so that power consumption 1s
reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will become more apparent in view
ol the attached drawings and accompanying detailed descrip-
tion. The embodiments depicted therein are provided by way
of example, not by way of limitation, wherein like reference
numerals refer to the same or similar elements. The drawings
are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed
upon illustrating aspects of the ivention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of an embodiment of a 3D
graphics system according to some aspects of the present
imnvention;

FI1G. 2 1s a flowchart of an embodiment of operations of the
3D graphics system illustrated 1n FIG. 1, according to some
aspects of the present invention;

FIG. 3 1s a flowchart of an embodiment of a pixel genera-
tion method illustrated 1n FIG. 2, according to some aspects of
the present invention;

FI1G. 4 1s a flowchart of another embodiment of the pixel
generation method illustrated 1n FIG. 2, according to other
aspects of the present mnvention;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIG. 5A illustrates an embodiment of a method of raster-
1zing consecutive triangles using a 3D graphics system,

according to some aspects of the present invention; and
FIG. 5B illustrates another embodiment of a method of

rasterizing consecutive triangles using a 3D graphics system,

according to other aspects of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments 1n accordance with the present mmvention
will now be described more fully hereinafter with reference to
the accompanying drawings. The invention may, however, be
embodied 1n many different forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. In the
drawings, the size and relative sizes of layers and regions may
be exaggerated for clarnty. Like numbers refer to like elements
throughout.

It will be understood that when an element 1s referred to as
being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, 1t can be
directly connected or coupled to the other element or inter-
vening elements may be present. In contrast, when an element
1s referred to as being “directly connected” or “directly
coupled” to another element, there are no intervening ele-
ments present. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, these
clements should not be limited by these terms. These terms
are only used to distinguish one element from another. For
example, a first signal could be termed a second signal and,
similarly, a second signal could be termed a first signal with-
out departing from the teachings of the disclosure.

The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and 1s not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises™ and/or “com-
prising,” or “includes™ and/or “including” when used 1n this
specification, specily the presence of stated features, regions,
integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but
do not preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, regions, integers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents, and/or groups thereof.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of an embodiment of a three-
dimensional (3D) graphics system 100 according to some
aspects of the present invention. The 3D graphics system 100
includes a polygon (here a triangle) setup unit 110, a raster-
1zer 120, a texture unit 130, a per-pixel operator 140, an order
determiner 150, a texture cache 160, and a texture memory
170. These modules can be implemented 1n hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, or a combination thereof.

The triangle setup unit 110 receives vertexes defined by
viewport mapping and generates triangles. Viewport mapping
1s known 1n the art so not discussed 1n detail herein. With the
vertexes recerved, the triangle setup unit 110 generates tri-
angle rasterization information from an object represented by
lots of dots and transmits the triangle rasterization informa-
tion to the rasterizer 120.

The rasterizer 120 generates pixels using the triangle ras-
terization information received from the triangle setup umit
110. In detail, the rasterizer 120 finds pixels included 1n the
triangle recerved from the triangle setup unit 110 and per-
forms interpolation on the pixels. At this time, the rasterizer
120 performs rasterization 1n an order adapted to the charac-
teristics of the triangle. For this operation, the 3D graphics
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system 100 may perform a predetermined algorithm to deter-
mine rasterization order. For instance, the 3D graphics system
100 may include the rasterizer 120 equipped with the prede-
termined algorithm or a separate module which determines
the rasterization order. In FIG. 1, the 3D graphics system 100
includes a separate module, 1.e., the order determiner 1350, to
determine the rasterization order, and the rasterization 1s per-
formed 1n the rasterization order determined or indicated by
the order determiner 150. In other words, the rasterizer 120
finds and processes the pixels included in the triangle in the
rasterization order (e.g., a downward or an upward order)
received from the order determiner 150 and performs the
interpolation of the pixels accordingly.

The order determiner 150 determines an order adapted to
the characteristics of the triangle, such as use or non-use of
texture mapping, use or non-use of alpha blending, and rela-
tionship with an adjacent polygon, as the rasterization order.
The order determiner 150 recerves triangle information from
the rasterizer 120, determines the rasterization order based on
the triangle information, and transmits rasterization order
information corresponding to the rasterization order to the
rasterizer 120. For instance, the order determiner 150 receives
trom the rasterizer 120 information about a position (e.g., see
FIG. SA) where rasterization of a previous triangle 1s finished
and determines the rasterization order such that rasterization
1s performed toward a position farthest from the position “A”
where the rasterization of the previous triangle i1s finished
based on position information (e.g., see FIG. 5B) of a suc-
ceeding triangle adjacent to the position A.

Alternatively, the order determiner 150 may store a plural-
ity of pieces of rasterization order information (e.g., down-
ward order and upward order) and alternately transmit the
pieces ol order information to the rasterizer 120. For this
operation, the order determiner 150 may store previous order
information there within or may recerve order information
used for previous rasterization from the rasterizer 120. For
instance, when the 3D graphics system 100 uses texture map-
ping or alpha blending, the order determiner 150 stores a
plurality of pieces of rasterization order information and
alternately transmits the pieces of rasterization order infor-
mation to the rasterizer 120. When the 3D graphics system
100 does not use the texture mapping or the alpha blending,
the order determiner 150 transmits information about one
fixed rasterization order to the rasterizer 120.

Here, data remaining in cache memory after the rasteriza-
tion of a previous triangle can be reused.

The process of the predetermined algorithm with which the
rasterizer 120 1s equipped to determine the rasterization order
1s similar to the process performed by the order determiner
150, so will not be repeated here.

The texture unit 130 performs texturing on the pixels gen-
crated by the rasterizer 120. In detail, the texture unit 130
filters the pixels using texture 1mage data stored in the texture
cache 160 and performs different types of blending. Here,
“blending” 1s a process of mixing a selected layer with a layer
below the selected layer to give a special effect to an 1mage.
There are many different types of blending, such as dissolve,
overlay, saturation, and difference.

The texture memory 170 stores the texture image data, e.g.,
a picture of a human figure and/or a picture of a car, among the
texture 1mage data stored in the texture memory 170, the
texture cache 160 stores necessary image data 1n advance so
that the texture 1mage data can be quickly provided at the
request of the texture unit 130. At this time, the texture
memory 170 and the texture cache 160 transmit and receive
data via a system bus, 1n this embodiment.
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The per-pixel operator 140 post-processes 3D 1image data
using known post-processing techniques.

In the above-described embodiments, rasterization per-
formed 1n units of triangles has been explained for clarity of
the description, but the present invention 1s not restricted
thereto. The present invention can be used for rasterization
performed on any polygons, such as tetragons and pentagons.

FIG. 2 1s a flowchart of an embodiment of operations of the
3D graphics system 100 1llustrated 1in FIG. 1, according to
some aspects of the present invention. Referring to FIGS. 1
and 2, the triangle setup unit 110 recerves vertexes defined by
viewport mapping and generates triangles in operation S100.
Upon receiving triangle rasterization information from the
triangle setup unit 110, the rasterizer 120 generates pixels
using the triangle rasterization information 1n operation
S200. Upon receiving a result of the generation from the
rasterizer 120, the texture unit 130 performs texturing on the
pixels 1n operation S300.

The pixel generation includes rasterization 1n which pixels
included 1n a triangle are found and subjected to interpolation
in operation S200. At this time, the rasterizer 120 performs
the rasterization in order (e.g., a downward or an upward
order) adapted to the characteristics of the angle.

FIGS. 3 and 4 show different embodiments of pixel gen-
eration operation S200 of FIG. 2 including rasterization, in
accordance with aspects of the present invention. FIG. 3 1s a
flowchart of a first embodiment S200a of the pixel generation
S200 operation illustrated 1n FIG. 2. FIG. 4 1s a tlowchart of
a second embodiment S2006 of the pixel generation S200
operation 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2. In detail, FIG. 3 shows an
example of a method of performing the rasterization 1n an
alternating manner using predetermined two or more differ-
ent types ol rasterization orders and FIG. 4 shows an example
ol a method of performing the rasterization in an order deter-
mined based on a relationship between a current triangle and
an adjacent triangle, as an example of one type of polygon.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 3, when information about a
triangle (hereinafter, referred to as a “first triangle™) to be
rasterized 1s received 1n operation S210qa, the rasterizer 120
rasterizes the first triangle 1n a predetermined first order in
operation S220a. When recerving information about a next
triangle (hereinafter, referred to as a “second triangle™) in
operation S230a, the rasterizer 120 rasterizes the second tri-
angle 1n a predetermined second order different from the first
order 1n operation S240a. Here, the first order may be either a
downward order or an upward order and the second order may
be the other one of the two types of orders. Next, when
another next triangle (heremafter, referred to as a “third tri-
angle™) exists 1n operation S250qa, the rasterizer 120 receives
information about the third triangle 1n operation S260a and
rasterizes the third triangle 1n the first order.

In the first pixel generation example S200q, until all tr1-
angles have been rasterized, that 1s, until every triangle that
can be generated using the vertexes of an object has been
rasterized, the rasterizer 120 rasterizes the triangles 1 an
alternating manner using the first order and the second order.
At this time, the rasterizer 120 may recerve order information
about the first order and the second order from the order
determiner 150.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4, when information about a
triangle (hereinaiter, referred to as a “fourth triangle™) to be
rasterized 1s received 1n operation S2105b, the rasterizer 120
rasterizes the fourth triangle in a predetermined third order in
operation S220b. When recerving information about a next
triangle (heremafter, referred to as a “fifth triangle™) 1n opera-
tion S230b, the rasterizer 120 rasterizes the fifth triangle 1n an
order that 1s different from the third order, 1.e., 1n an order in
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which the farthest pixel from a pixel adjacent to the last pixel
of the fourth triangle 1s processed last, 1n operation S2405.
Next, when another next triangle (hereinaiter, referred to as a
“sixth triangle™) exists 1n operation S2505, operations S2305
and S240b are repeated. In other words, until every triangle
that can be generated using the vertexes of an object has been
rasterized, the rasterizer 120 repeats operations S23056 and
S2406. At this time, the rasterizer 120 may receirve order

information about the third order from the order determiner

150.
FIGS. SA and 5B illustrate different embodiments of a

method of rasterizing consecutive triangles using a 3D graph-
ics system. FI1G. 5 A illustrates an embodiment of a method of
rasterizing consecutive triangles 1n a strip and FI1G. 5B illus-
trates an embodiment of a method of rasterizing consecutive
triangles 1n a fan.

Referring to FIG. SA, when a first triangle 10a 1s rasterized
in a downward order, a second triangle 20a adjacent to the
first triangle 10a 1s rasterized 1n an upward order; a third
triangle 30a adjacent to the second triangle 20q 1s rasterized
in a downward order; and a fourth triangle 40a adjacent to the
third triangle 30q 1s rasterized in an upward order. In other
words, whenever a consecutive triangle 1s generated 1n the
strip, the rasterization order used 1s different from the previ-
ous rasterization order. In addition, rasterization of a consecu-
tive triangle starts from a position adjacent to a position at
which rasterization of a previous triangle was completed.

In the method 1illustrated 1n FI1G. 5B, a trnangle adjacent to
a previous triangle 1s also rasterized using an order that 1s
different from the order used for rasterization of the previous
triangle.

As described above, according to some aspects of the
present invention, two different types of order are alternately
used for rasterization of adjacent triangles or a triangle 1s
rasterized 1n an order determined based on the characteristics
of the triangle, especially, the relationship with an adjacent
triangle. Accordingly, data stored in cache memory for ras-
terization can be reused and, therefore, the performance of a
3D graphics system can be increased.

In FIG. 5B, triangle 105 1s rasterized 1n a downward order;
triangle 205 1s rasterized 1n an upward order; and triangle 305
1s rasterized in a downward order. Triangle 405, which 1s
adjacent to, but below triangle 305, 1s rasterized 1n an upward
order.

According to aspects of the present invention, the coher-
ence of the pixels 1s increased and the hit ratio of cache
memory 1s thus increased. As a result, the performance of the
three-dimensional graphics system 1s improved. With the
increase of the hitratio of the cache memory, buss traffic in the
system 1s reduced and power consumption 1s thus reduced.

While exemplary embodiments 1n accordance with the
present invention have been particularly shown and described
with reference to accompanying drawings thereof, 1t will be
understood by those of ordinary skill 1n the art that various
changes 1n forms and details may be made therein. For
instance, 1n the above-described embodiments, triangles are
rasterized, but the present invention 1s not restricted to tri-
angles, but can also be used for other polygons. And 1n some
embodiments the different types of polygons can be used 1n
the same representation of objects. Although a 3D graphics
system performing rasterization in an order adapted to the
characteristics of a triangle has been described, arasterization
engine used in the 3D graphics system can also be used 1n
other 3D graphics devices, such as 3D graphics software
accelerators and 3D graphics hardware accelerators. There-
tore, the scope of the present invention will be defined by the
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following claims, and shall not be limited by the examples
and embodiments disclosed herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A rasterization engine comprising:
at least one computer processor coupled to at least one
computer memory that cooperatively form a plurality of
computer elements comprising:
a polygon setup unit configured to receive vertexes defined
by viewport mapping and generate polygons and raster-
1zation information for each polygon; and
a rasterizer configured to generate pixels using the raster-
1zation information received from the polygon setup unit
and perform rasterization in an order adapted to charac-
teristics of each polygon,
wherein the rasterizer determines the order adapted to the
characteristics of each polygon based on a prestored
algorithm for determining rasterization order, and
wherein the rasterizer executes the prestored algorithm to:
store information about a first position at which raster-
1zation of a previous polygon has finished, and

determine the rasterization order such that rasterization
of a current polygon 1s performed from a second posi-
tion adjacent to the first position and toward a third
position farthest from the second position of the cur-
rent polygon.

2. The rasterization engine of claim 1, wherein the raster-
1zer executes the prestored algorithm to:

store order information about different types of rasteriza-
tion orders,

alternately selects the different types of rasterization order,
and

determines a selected type of order as the order adapted to
characteristics of a polygon to be rasterized.

3. Therasterization engine of claim 2, wherein the different
types of order comprise a downward order and an upward
order.

4. The rasterization engine of claim 1, wherein the poly-
gons are triangles.

5. The rasterization engine of claim 1, wherein the charac-
teristics of each polygon comprise at least one characteristic
among use or non-use of texture mapping, use or non-use of
alpha blending, and relationship with an adjacent polygon.

6. A rasterization engine comprising;:

at least one computer processor coupled to at least one
computer memory that cooperatively form a plurality of
computer elements comprising:

a polygon setup unit configured to receive vertexes defined
by viewport mapping and generate polygons and raster-
1zation information for each polygon;

a rasterizer configured to generate pixels using the raster-
1zation information recerved from the polygon setup unit
and perform rasterization in an order adapted to charac-
teristics of each polygon; and

an order determiner configured to receive information
about the characteristics of each polygon from the ras-
terizer, determine the rasterization order for the polygon
based on the information, and transmit the rasterization
order to the rasterizer.

7. The rasterization engine of claim 6, wherein the order

determiner:

stores information about a {irst position at which rasteriza-
tion of a previous polygon has finished, and

determines the rasterization order such that rasterization of
a current polygon 1s performed from a second position
adjacent to the first position toward a third position
farthest from the second position of the current polygon.
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8. The rasterization engine of claim 6, wherein the order
determiner:

stores order information about different types of rasteriza-
tion order 1n advance,

alternately selects the different types of rasterization order,
and

determines a selected type of order as the order adapted to
characteristics of a polygon to be rasterized.

9. The rasterization engine of claim 8, wherein the order
information comprises a downward order and an upward
order.

10. The rasterization engine of claim 8, wherein the order
determiner stores information about an order used for a pre-
v10us rasterization.

11. The rasterization engine of claim 8, wherein the order
determiner recerves mformation about an order used for a
previous rasterization from the rasterizer.

12. The rasterization engine of claim 8, wherein the order
determiner alternately selects the different types of rasteriza-
tion order such that selected rasterization order 1s adapted to
characteristics of a polygon to be rasterized 1n a three-dimen-
sional graphics system using texture mapping or alpha blend-
ng.

13. A three-dimensional graphics system comprising:

at least one computer processor coupled to at least one
computer memory that cooperatively form a plurality of
computer elements comprising:

a rasterization engine configured to rasterize each of a
plurality of polygons generated from vertexes defined by
viewport mapping in a rasterization order adapted to
characteristics of each polygon; and

an order determiner configured to receive information
about the characteristics of each polygon from the ras-
terization engine, determine the rasterization order for
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the polygon based on the information, and transmit the
rasterization order to the rasterization engine.

14. The three-dimensional graphics system of claim 13,

wherein the rasterization engine comprises:

a polygon setup unit configured to receive vertexes defined
by viewport mapping and generate polygons and raster-
1zation information for each polygon;

a rasterizer configured to generate pixels using the raster-
1zation information recerved from the polygon setup unit
and perform rasterization in the rasterization order

adapted to characteristics of each polygon; and

a texture unit configured to perform texturing to give cubic
clfect to the pixels generated by the rasterizer.

15. The three-dimensional graphics system of claim 13,

wherein the polygons are triangles.

16. The three-dimensional graphics system of claim 13,
wherein the characteristics of each polygon comprise at least
one characteristics among use or non-use of texture mapping,
use or non-use of alpha blending, and relationship with an
adjacent polygon.

17. A three-dimensional graphics accelerator comprising:

at least one computer processor coupled to at least one
computer memory that cooperatively form a plurality of
computer elements comprising:

a rasterization engine configured to rasterize each of a
plurality ol polygons generated from vertexes defined by
viewport mapping in an order adapted to characteristics
of each polygon; and

an order determiner configured to recerve information
about the characteristics of each polygon from the ras-
terization engine, determine the rasterization order for
the polygon based on the information, and transmait the
rasterization order to the rasterization engine.
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