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METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR PROVIDING
ENHANCED DATA FOR CO-BRAND
PAYMENT CARD TRANSACTIONS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to processing transactions
associated with financial transaction card accounts and, more
particularly, to network-based methods and systems for pro-
cessing financial transactions using a co-brand payment card
through a multi-party payment card interchange and commu-
nicating enhanced transaction data between a merchant and
an 1ssuer of the co-brand payment card.

At least some known merchants accept payment for goods
and services using more than one type of financial transaction
card systems. One type may be a multi-party transaction
system where transactions are processed through a multi-
party transaction system interchange. Another type may be a
private label transaction system where merchants are directly
communicatively coupled to a payment card issuer for trans-
action processing. Still another type may be a co-brand pro-
prietary transaction system. For example, some merchants
accept Visa®, MasterCard®, Discover®, and/or American
Express® financial transaction cards. Some merchants also
accept a private label financial transaction card, such as a
Macy’s®, Home Depot®, or other retail merchant card. Gen-
crally private label transaction systems are closed to transac-
tion data being transmitted on the private label transaction
systems that 1s not associated with a private label transaction.
As such, less identification of the merchants and transaction
information 1s required.

Most closed-loop, private label transaction systems are set
up such that a merchant 1s able to communicate transaction
data directly with the 1ssuer of the private label card. Accord-
ingly, in some known closed-loop, private label transaction
systems, the merchant 1s able to communicate certain addi-
tional transaction data with the private label 1ssuer as com-
pared to a third-party interchange payment system. Of course,
in order to communicate this additional transaction data, the
computer systems and computer protocols used by the mer-
chant and the private label 1ssuer 1n the closed-loop system
must be configured to exchange this additional data. Config-
uring these computer systems to commumicate this additional
data can be costly and time consuming.

Accordingly, 1t would be beneficial to be able to commu-
nicate enhanced transaction data between a merchant and a
transaction card 1ssuer over a known computer network such
as an interchange network. Such a system would allow card
1ssuers to provide special services and detailed information
for transactions initiated by a cardholder using a co-brand
proprietary transaction card at a participating merchant with-
out having to mcur the time and expense associated with
providing a closed-loop, private label system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, a computer-based method for process-
ing a financial transaction through an interchange network
using an enhanced payment card 1s provided. The interchange
network 1s associated with a computer coupled to a database.
The enhanced payment card 1s 1ssued to a cardholder by an
issuer. The method includes storing within the database a list
of card identifiers for i1dentitying each enhanced payment
card of a plurality of enhanced payment cards. An authoriza-
tionrequest message generated at a point of sale (POS) device
associated with a merchant 1s recerved at the computer. The
authorization request message imcludes a card identifier and
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relates to a transaction initiated by the cardholder with the
merchant using the enhanced payment card. The transaction
1s electronically identified as involving the enhanced payment
card by matching the received card identifier to the list of card
identifiers stored within the database. A product code 1denti-
tying the transaction as an enhanced payment card transac-
tion 1s electronically added to the authorization request mes-
sage. The merchant 1s 1nstructed to transmit to the computer
an addendum file including enhanced transaction data for the
enhanced payment card transaction.

In another embodiment, a network-based system for pro-
cessing a financial transaction through a multi-party inter-
change network using an enhanced payment card 1s provided.
The enhanced payment card 1s 1ssued to a cardholder by an
issuer. The system includes a point of sale (POS) device
associated with a merchant and a database for storing data
including a list of card identifiers for identifying each
enhanced payment card of a plurality of enhanced payment
cards. The system also includes a server system configured to
be coupled to the POS device and the database. The server
system 1s associated with the mterchange network and con-
figured to receive an authorization request message generated
at the (POS) device. The authorization request message
includes a card 1dentifier and relates to a transaction nitiated
by the cardholder with the merchant using the enhanced pay-
ment card. The server system 1s also configured to electroni-
cally identity the transaction as involving the enhanced pay-
ment card by matching the received card 1dentifier to the list
of card identifiers stored within the database. The server
system 1s further configured to electronically add a product
code to the authorization request message identifying the
transaction as an enhanced payment card transaction, and to
instruct the merchant to transmit to the computer an adden-
dum f{ile including enhanced ftransaction data for the
enhanced payment card transaction.

In another embodiment, a computer for processing a finan-
cial transaction iitiated by a cardholder using an enhanced
payment card 1s provided. The computer 1s associated with a
multi-party interchange network, and the enhanced payment
card 1s 1ssued to the cardholder by an 1ssuer. The computer 1s
programmed to store data within a database including a list of
card identifiers for identifving each enhanced payment card
of a plurality of enhanced payment cards. The computer 1s
also programmed to receive an authorization request message
generated at a point of sale (POS) device. The authorization
request message 1mcludes a card identifier and relates to the
transaction mitiated by the cardholder with a merchant using
the enhanced payment card. The computer 1s further pro-
grammed to electronically 1dentily the transaction as involv-
ing the enhanced payment card by matching the received card
identifier to the list of card identifiers stored within the data-
base. The computer 1s also programmed to electronically add
a product code to the authorization request message 1dentify-
ing the transaction as an enhanced payment card transaction,
and to instruct the merchant to transmit an addendum file
including enhanced transaction data for the enhanced pay-
ment card transaction.

In another embodiment, a computer program embodied on
a computer readable medium 1s provided for processing a
financial transaction through an interchange network using an
enhanced payment card. The enhanced payment card is
issued to a cardholder by an issuer. The program 1s executed
by a computer associated with the interchange network and
instructs the computer to store within a database a list of card
identifiers for identifying each enhanced payment card of a
plurality of enhanced payment cards. The program also
istructs the computer to recerve an authorization request
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message generated at a point of sale (POS) device associated
with a merchant. The authorization request message imncludes
a card 1dentifier and relates to a transaction initiated by the
cardholder with the merchant using the enhanced payment
card. The program further instructs the computer to 1dentity
the transaction as involving the enhanced payment card by
matching the received card identifier to the list of card i1den-
tifiers stored within the database. The program also instructs
the computer to add a product code to the authorization
request message 1dentiiying the transaction as an enhanced
payment card transaction, and to instruct the POS device to
transmit to the computer an addendum file including
enhanced transaction data for the enhanced payment card
transaction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1-8 show exemplary embodiments of the methods
and systems described herein.

FI1G. 1 1s a schematic diagram of an exemplary private label
card account payment environment that includes a point of
interaction controlled by a private label merchant, a card
1ssuer or 1ssuing bank, and a transaction processor intercon-
necting point of interaction and card 1ssuer.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
multi-party payment card industry system for enabling ordi-
nary payment-by-card transactions in which merchants and
cardissuers do notnecessarily have a one-to-one relationship.

FIG. 3 1s a simplified block diagram of an exemplary sys-
tem 1n accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 1s an expanded block diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a server architecture of a system 1n accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention.

FI1G. 5 1s a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a user computer device as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of
a server computer device as shown 1n FIGS. 3 and 4.

FIG. 7 1s a schematic block diagram showing a network
configuration of the system shown 1n FIG. 3 1n accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 1s a flow diagram showing a method of processing a
transaction initiated by a cardholder using an enhanced co-
brand payment card at a merchant partner over an interchange
network 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the methods and systems described herein
facilitate communication of enhanced transaction data
between computer devices associated with a merchant and a
payment card 1ssuer over a third-party interchange network.
A cardholder initiates a transaction with a merchant. The
transaction may include purchasing products or services (col-
lectively referred to herein as “goods™) by a cardholder from
a merchant at a point of sale (POS) device or online via a
computer system (collectively referred to as “POS device” or
“merchant device”). The cardholder nitiates the transaction
using an enhanced payment card described herein, which 1s
also referred to as an enhanced transaction card. In the
embodiments described herein, the enhanced payment card 1s
an enhanced co-brand payment card, but it could be any
payment card associated with the exchange of such enhanced
transaction data. The payment card 1s associated with a prod-
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4

uct code indicating the type ol payment card and/or indicating
how transactions involving the payment card are to be pro-
cessed.

After the cardholder mmitiates the transaction with the
enhanced payment card, an authorization request message 1s
transmitted from the merchant to the payment card issuer over
the third party interchange network. When received at the
interchange network, the transaction 1s identified as involving
an enhanced payment card and a product code 1s added to the
authorization request message. The product code 1dentifies
the transaction as being an enhanced payment card transac-
tion. Once the transaction 1s authorized by the payment card
i1ssuer, an authorization response message with the product
code 1s transmitted to the merchant over the third party inter-
change network. The authorization response message autho-
rizes the merchant to complete the transaction with the card-
holder, and the product code instructs the merchant to create
an addendum file that includes certain enhanced transaction
data. The merchant then transmits a clearing message with the
addendum file to the 1ssuer through the interchange network.
The clearing message further completes the transaction. By
providing the issuer with the enhanced transaction data stored
within the addendum file, the 1ssuer 1s able to provide addi-
tional services to the cardholder and/or the merchant includ-
ing providing promotional offers, special financing offers,
and/or additional billing information.

The following detailed description illustrates embodi-
ments of the invention by way of example and not by way of
limitation. It 1s contemplated that the mvention has general
application to processing financial transaction data by a third
party in 1ndustrial, commercial, and residential applications.

As used herein, an element or step recited in the singular
and proceeded with the word “a” or “an” should be under-
stood as not excluding plural elements or steps, unless such
exclusion 1s explicitly recited. Furthermore, references to
“one embodiment™ of the present invention are not intended
to be interpreted as excluding the existence of additional
embodiments that also incorporate the recited features.

As used herein, a co-brand proprietary transaction card
(also referred to as a co-brand card or co-brand transaction
card or a co-brand payment card) 1s a payment card that can be
used at a co-brand partner’s location (e.g., a point of sale of a
participating merchant) wherein the transaction 1s then pro-
cessed by a third-party interchange network. The co-brand
card can also be used by the cardholder at a non co-brand
partner’s location when that non co-brand partner i1s regis-
tered with the third-party iterchange network. Co-branded
cards are oftentimes designed with the participating mer-
chant’s company brand as the dominant brand represented on
the face of the card but may also contain the logo of the
third-party imterchange network (e.g., MasterCard®) and the
name of the issuing bank. Co-branding i1s a partnership
between the interchange network, the participating merchant,
and a card issuer that can result in increased card usage,
higher spending levels, efficient marketing opportunities, and
higher satisfaction and value for customers. In one embodi-
ment described herein, the co-brand payment card 1s associ-
ated with a single co-brand merchant partner. The single
co-brand merchant partner may be a single business entity
having multiple points of sale or multiple locations. The
co-brand payment card 1s then configured to allow the card-
holder to mitiate private label transactions at any of the points
of sale of the single co-brand merchant partner or initiate
non-private label transactions with merchants other than the
single co-brand merchant partner that are registered with the
interchange network. In another embodiment described
herein, the co-brand payment card 1s associated with a coali-
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tion of co-brand merchant partners. The coalition of co-brand
merchant partners includes a plurality of merchant partners
wherein each merchant partner 1s a separate business entity.
Each of these separate merchant partners may have multiple
point of sale or multiple locations. The co-brand payment
card 1s then configured to allow the cardholder to 1nitiate
private label transactions at any of the coalition merchant
partners or initiate non-private label transactions with mer-
chants other than the coalition merchant partners that are
registered with the interchange network.

The methods and systems described herein enable mer-
chants, such as merchants participating 1n a co-brand pro-
gram, to communicate enhanced transaction data to an issuer
over an interchange network when a cardholder uses a trans-
action card to initiate a transaction with a merchant. The
enhanced transaction data 1s communicated over a known
interchange network using an addendum data file configured
to be communicated from the merchant through the third-
party interchange network to the 1ssuer. The enhanced trans-
action data includes, but 1s not limited to: identifying charac-
teristics of the product or services purchased by the
cardholder from the merchant (collectively referred to herein
as the “goods™), financing terms associated with the goods
and/or the transaction, a size of the goods, a per unit price of
the goods, an 1dentifying characteristic of the goods, a pro-
motion code, line 1tem stock-keeping unit (SKU) data, and/or
other information relating to the goods and/or the transaction.
For example, 1n the case of providing financing data for an
enhanced transaction, the enhanced transaction data may
include information such as deferring the accrual of interest
for s1x months on the transaction; or 1n the case of providing
other information, the enhanced transaction data may include
mileage on a automobile or a difference 1n mileage from a
previous purchase 11 the transaction relates to goods relating,
to automobile service (e.g., o1l change or fuel purchase).

The methods and systems described herein may be imple-
mented using computer programming or engineering tech-
niques including computer software, firmware, hardware or
any combination or subset thereof, wherein one of the tech-
nical effects 1s to facilitate communication of enhanced trans-
action data between computer devices associated with a mer-
chant and a payment card 1ssuer over a third-party
interchange network. The transaction 1s typically initiated by
a cardholder, who purchases goods from the merchant at a
point of sale (POS) terminal. The cardholder initiates the
transaction using an enhanced payment card or an enhanced
transaction card such as an enhanced co-brand payment card.

The at least one technical effect 1s achieved by one or more
of: (a) providing a co-brand payment card to a cardholder,
wherein the payment card is 1ssued by an 1ssuer to a card-
holder and 1s associated with a co-brand program, and
wherein the co-brand program includes the 1ssuer, a co-brand
merchant partner and a third-party interchange network; (b)
designating the payment card as an enhanced payment card;
(c) storing in a database at the interchange network a card
identifier such as an account number associated with the
payment card for identifying the payment card as the
enhanced payment card; (d) initiating a transaction by the
cardholder at a point of sale device associated with the mer-
chant partner using the enhanced payment card; () transmiut-
ting an authorization request message from the merchant
device to the interchange network wherein the authorization
request message includes the card identifier; (1) identifying, at
the interchange network, the transaction as involving the
enhanced payment card by comparing the card identifier
included within the authorization request message to data
stored within the database; (g) adding a product code to the
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authorization request message 1dentitying the transaction as
an enhanced payment card transaction; (h) transmitting the
authorization request message with the product code to the
issuer; (1) transmitting an authorization response message
from the 1ssuer to the interchange network, the authorization
response message including an approved or declined
response, and the product code; (1) transmitting the authori-
zation response message to the merchant, wherein the product
code instructs the merchant partner to create an addendum file
including enhanced transaction data; (k) transmitting clear-
ance data with the addendum file from the merchant to the
interchange network; (1) transmitting the clearance data with
the addendum file from the imnterchange network to the 1ssuer;
and (m) utilizing the enhanced transaction data including
prompting the 1ssuer to apply certain promotional programs
to the transaction, prompting the issuer to apply certain
financing programs to the transaction, promoting the 1ssuer to
offer new promotional programs or financing programs to the
cardholder, and providing additional detailed billing informa-
tion to the cardholder 1n the cardholder’s billing statement.

FIG. 11s a schematic diagram of an exemplary private label
card account payment environment 1 that includes a point of
interaction 2 controlled by a private label merchant, a card
1ssuer or 1ssuing bank 3, and a transaction processor 4 inter-
connecting point of interaction 2 and card 1ssuer 3. The mer-
chant’s point of interaction 2 generally includes one or more
of a point of sale device 10, a telephone 11, and/or a merchant
website 12, through which authorization requests are initi-
ated.

More specifically, a merchant authorization request 15 1s
generated at the merchant’s point of 1nteraction 2 which 1s
sent to the transaction processor 4 and forwarded to the card
issuer 3 as a request for authorization 16. Upon verilying a
status of the cardholder account, the card 1ssuer 3 responds to
the transaction processor 4 with an authorization response 18
which 1s received by the transaction processor 4 and for-
warded to the merchant’s point of interaction 2 as an autho-
rization response to merchant 19.

In regard to the card account payment environment 1, a
cardholder’s account number 1s entered into the merchant’s
environment with which the cardholder 1s doing business, 1n
order to obtain the authorization. As described above, this
conventionally includes one or more of the cardholder giving
his card to a merchant to swipe or key into the merchant point
of sale device 10, the cardholder or merchant mnitiating a
phone call from telephone 11 to enter a card account number,
the cardholder himsell swiping his card in the merchant’s
point of sale device 10, or the merchant or cardholder entering,
the account number associated with the financial transaction
card 1nto the merchant’s website 12. Payments for approved
transactions are managed with the card 1ssuer 3 or merchant’s
acquirer (not shown in FIG. 1) based on the specific card
payment network or other closed-loop environment. In the
exemplary embodiment, private label card account payment
environment 1 generally includes point of mteraction 2, card
1ssuer 3, and transaction processor 4 1n a closed communica-
tion network such that authorization requests 15 and 16
remain within private label card account payment environ-
ment 1 and authorization responses 18 and 19 also remain
within private label card account payment environment 1.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic diagram 20 illustrating an exemplary
multi-party payment card industry system for enabling ordi-
nary payment-by-card transactions 1in which merchants and
card 1ssuers do not necessarily have a one-to-one relationship.
The present invention relates to a payment card system, such
as a credit card payment system using the MasterCard® 1nter-
change. The MasterCard® interchange 1s a proprietary coms-
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munications standard promulgated by MasterCard Interna-
tional Incorporated® for the exchange of financial
transaction data between financial mstitutions that are mem-
bers of MasterCard International Incorporated®. (Master-
Card 1s a registered trademark of MasterCard International
Incorporated located in Purchase, N.Y.).

In a typical payment card system, a financial institution
called the “issuer” 1ssues a payment card, such as a credit
card, to a consumer, who uses the payment card to tender
payment for a purchase from a merchant. To accept payment
with the payment card, the merchant must normally establish
an account with a financial institution that 1s part of the
financial payment system. This financial institution 1s usually
called the “merchant bank™ or the “acquiring bank™ or
“acquirer bank.” When a consumer 22 tenders payment for a
purchase with a payment card (also known as a financial
transaction card), the merchant 24 requests authorization
from the merchant bank 26 for the amount of the purchase.
The request may be performed over the telephone, but is
usually performed through the use of a point-of-sale terminal,
which reads the consumer’s account information from the
magnetic stripe on the payment card and communicates elec-
tronically with the transaction processing computers of the
merchant bank. Alternatively, a merchant bank may authorize
a third party to perform transaction processing on its behalf.
In this case, the point-of-sale terminal will be configured to
communicate with the third party. Such a third party 1s usually
called a “merchant processor” or an “acquiring processor.”

Using the interchange 28, the computers of the merchant
bank or the merchant processor will communicate with the
computers of the 1ssuer bank 30 to determine whether the
consumer’s account 1s 1n good standing and whether the
purchase 1s covered by the consumer’s available credit line.
Based on these determinations, the request for authorization
will be declined or accepted. If the request 1s accepted, an
authorization code 1s 1ssued to the merchant.

When a request for authorization 1s accepted, the available
credit line of consumer’s account 32 1s decreased. Normally,
a charge 1s not posted immediately to a consumer’s account
because bankcard associations, such as MasterCard Interna-
tional Incorporated®, have promulgated rules that do not
allow a merchant to charge, or “capture,” a transaction until
goods are shipped or services are delivered. When a merchant
ships or delivers the goods or services, the merchant captures
the transaction by, for example, appropriate data entry proce-
dures on the point-of-sale terminal. If a consumer cancels a
transaction before 1t 1s captured, a “void” 1s generated. If a
consumer returns goods aiter the transaction has been cap-
tured, a “credit” 1s generated.

For debit card transactions, when a request for a PIN autho-
rization 1s approved by the 1ssuer, the consumer’s account 32
1s decreased. Normally, a charge 1s posted immediately to a
consumer’s account. The bankcard association then transmaits
the approval to the acquiring processor for distribution of
goods/services, or information or cash 1n the case of an ATM.

After a transaction 1s captured, the transaction 1s settled
between the merchant, the merchant bank, and the 1ssuer.
Settlement refers to the transfer of financial data or funds
between the merchant’s account, the merchant bank, and the
issuer related to the transaction. Usually, transactions are
captured and accumulated into a “batch,” which 1s settled as a
group.

Financial transaction cards or payment cards can refer to
credit cards, debit cards, and prepaid cards. These cards can
all be used as a method of payment for performing a transac-
tion. As described herein, the term “financial transaction
card” or “payment card” includes cards such as credit cards,
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debit cards, and prepaid cards, but also includes any other
devices that may hold payment account information, such as
mobile phones, personal digital assistants (PDAs), and key
fobs.

FIG. 3 1s a simplified block diagram of an exemplary sys-
tem 100 1n accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention. System 100 1s a payment card system, which can be
utilized by account holders as part of a process of initiating an
authorization request and transaction as described below.

More specifically, in the example embodiment, system 100
includes a server system 112, and a plurality of client sub-
systems, also referred to as client systems 114, connected to
server system 112. In one embodiment, client systems 114 are
computers including a web browser, such that server system
112 1s accessible to client systems 114 using the Internet.
Client systems 114 are interconnected to the Internet through
many interfaces imcluding a network, such as a local area
network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), dial-1n-con-
nections, cable modems, and special high-speed ISDN lines.
Client systems 114 could be any device capable of intercon-
necting to the Internet including a web-based phone, personal
digital assistant (PDA), or other web-based connectable
equipment.

System 100 also includes point-oi-sale (POS) terminals
115, which are connected to client systems 114 and may be
connected to server system 112. POS terminals 115 are inter-
connected to the Internet through many interfaces including a
network, such as a local area network (LAN) or a wide area
network (WAN), dial-in-connections, cable modems, wire-
less modems, and special high-speed ISDN lines. POS termi-
nals 115 could be any device capable of interconnecting to the
Internet and including an mmput device capable of reading
information from a consumer’s financial transaction card.

A database server 116 1s connected to database 120, which
contains mformation on a variety of matters, as described
below 1n greater detail. In one embodiment, centralized data-
base 120 1s stored on server system 112 and can be accessed
by potential users at one of client systems 114 by logging onto
server system 112 through one of client systems 114. In an
alternative embodiment, database 120 1s stored remotely
from server system 112 and may be non-centralized. Data-
base 120 may store transaction data generated as part of sales
activities conducted over the bankcard network including
data relating to merchants, account holders or customers, and
purchases. Database 120 may also store enhanced transaction
data including, but not limited to: identifying characteristics
of the goods purchased by the cardholder from the merchant,
financing terms for the goods, a size of the goods, a per unit
price of the goods, and other information relating to the
goods. Database 120 may also store other data including a list
of merchants and corresponding merchant identifiers of mer-
chants participating in co-brand programs with the inter-
change network, and a list of product codes.

In the example embodiment, one of client systems 114 may
be associated with an acquirer while another one of client
systems 114 may be associated with an 1ssuer, POS terminal
115 may be associated with a co-brand merchant partner, and
server system 112 may be associated with the interchange
network.

FIG. 4 1s an expanded block diagram of an exemplary
embodiment of a server architecture of a system 122 1n accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention. Com-
ponents in system 122, identical to components of system 100
(shown i FIG. 3), are identified 1n FIG. 4 using the same
reference numerals as used in FIG. 3. System 122 includes
server system 112, client systems 114, and POS terminals
115. Server system 112 further includes database server 116,
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a transaction server 124, a web server 126, a fax server 128, a
directory server 130, and a mail server 132. A storage device
134 1s coupled to database server 116 and directory server
130. Servers 116,124,126, 128, 130, and 132 are coupled 1n
a local area network (LAN) 136. In addition, a system admin-
i1strator’s workstation 138, a user workstation 140, and a
supervisor’s workstation 142 are coupled to LAN 136. Alter-
natively, workstations 138, 140, and 142 are coupled to LAN
136 using an Internet link or are connected through an Intra-
net.

Each workstation, 138, 140, and 142 1s a personal com-
puter having a web browser. Although the functions per-
tformed at the workstations typically are illustrated as being
performed at respective workstations 138, 140, and 142, such
functions can be performed at one of many personal comput-
ers coupled to LAN 136. Workstations 138, 140, and 142 are
illustrated as being associated with separate functions only to
facilitate an understanding of the different types of functions

that can be performed by individuals having access to LAN
136.

Server system 112 1s configured to be communicatively
coupled to various individuals, including employees 144 and
to third parties, e.g., account holders, customers, auditors,
etc., 146 using an ISP Internet connection 148. The commu-
nication in the exemplary embodiment 1s illustrated as being,
performed using the Internet, however, any other wide area
network (WAN) type communication can be utilized 1n other
embodiments, 1.e., the systems and processes are not limited
to being practiced using the Internet. In addition, and rather
than WAN 150, local area network 136 could be used in place
of WAN 150.

In the exemplary embodiment, any authorized individual
having a workstation 154 can access system 122. Atleast one
of the client systems includes a manager workstation 156
located at a remote location. Workstations 154 and 156 are
personal computers having a web browser. Also, workstations
154 and 156 are configured to communicate with server sys-
tem 112. Furthermore, fax server 128 communicates with
remotely located client systems, including a client system 156
using a telephone link. Fax server 128 1s configured to com-
municate with other client systems 138, 140, and 142 as well.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary configuration of a user
computer device 202 operated by a user 201. User computer
device 202 may include, but 1s not limited to, client systems
114, 138, 140, and 142, POS terminal 115, workstation 154,
and manager workstation 156.

User computer device 202 includes a processor 205 for
executing instructions. In some embodiments, executable
instructions are stored 1n a memory area 210. Processor 2035
may include one or more processing units (e.g., i a multi-
core configuration). Memory area 210 1s any device allowing
information such as executable mstructions and/or other data
to be stored and retrieved. Memory area 210 may include one
or more computer readable media.

User computer device 202 also includes at least one media
output component 213 for presenting information to user 201.
Media output component 215 1s any component capable of
conveying information to user 201. In some embodiments,
media output component 215 includes an output adapter such
as a video adapter and/or an audio adapter. An output adapter
1s operatively coupled to processor 2035 and operatively cou-
plable to an output device such as a display device (e.g., a
liquid crystal display (LCD), organic light emitting diode
(OLED) display, cathode ray tube (CRT), or “electronic ink”
display) or an audio output device (e.g., a speaker or head-
phones).
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In some embodiments, user computer device 202 includes
an iput device 220 for recerving input from user 201. Input
device 220 may include, for example, a keyboard, a pointing
device, amouse, a stylus, a touch sensitive panel (e.g., a touch
pad or a touch screen), a gyroscope, an accelerometer, a
position detector, or an audio 1nput device. A single compo-
nent such as a touch screen may function as both an output
device of media output component 215 and mnput device 220.

User computer device 202 may also include a communi-
cation interface 223, which 1s communicatively couplable to
a remote device such as server system 112. Communication
interface 225 may include, for example, a wired or wireless
network adapter or a wireless data transcerver for use with a
mobile phone network (e.g., Global System for Mobile com-
munications (GSM), 3G) or other mobile data network (e.g.,

Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access
(WIMAX)).

Stored 1n memory area 210 are, for example, computer
readable 1nstructions for providing a user intertace to user 201
via media output component 215 and, optionally, receiving
and processing input from 1mnput device 220. A user interface
may 1nclude, among other possibilities, a web browser and
client application. Web browsers enable users, such as user
201, to display and interact with media and other information
typically embedded on a web page or a website from server
system 112. A client application allows user 201 to interact
with a server application from server system 112.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary configuration of a server
computer device 301 such as server system 112 (shown 1n
FIG. 2). Server computer device 301 may include, but 1s not
limited to, database server 116, transaction server 124, web
server 126, fax server 128, directory server 130, and mail
server 132.

Server computer device 301 includes a processor 303 for
executing 1nstructions. Instructions may be stored 1 a
memory area 310, for example. Processor 305 may include
one or more processing units (e€.g., in a multi-core configura-
tion).

Processor 305 1s operatively coupled to a communication
interface 315 such that server computer device 301 1s capable
of communicating with a remote device such as user com-
puter device 202 or another server computer device 301. For
example, communication iterface 315 may receive requests
from user computer device 114 via the Internet, as 1llustrated
in FIG. 3.

Processor 305 may also be operatively coupled to a storage
device 134. Storage device 134 i1s any computer-operated
hardware suitable for storing and/or retrieving data. In some
embodiments, storage device 134 1s integrated in server com-
puter device 301. For example, server computer device 301
may include one or more hard disk drives as storage device
134. In other embodiments, storage device 134 1s external to
server computer device 301 and may be accessed by a plural-
ity of server computer devices 301. For example, storage
device 134 may include multiple storage units such as hard
disks or solid state disks 1n a redundant array of inexpensive
disks (RAID) configuration. Storage device 134 may include
a storage arca network (SAN) and/or a network attached
storage (NAS) system.

In some embodiments, processor 305 i1s operatively
coupled to storage device 134 via a storage interface 320.
Storage interface 320 1s any component capable of providing
processor 305 with access to storage device 134. Storage
interface 320 may include, for example, an Advanced Tech-
nology Attachment (ATA) adapter, a Serial ATA (SATA)

adapter, a Small Computer System Interface (SCSI) adapter,
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a RAID controller, a SAN adapter, a network adapter, and/or
any component providing processor 305 with access to stor-
age device 134.

Memory areas 210 and 310 may include, but are not limited
to, random access memory (RAM) such as dynamic RAM
(DRAM) or static RAM (SRAM), read-only memory
(ROM), erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM), electrically erasable programmable read-only
memory (EEPROM), and non-volatile RAM (NVRAM). The
above memory types are exemplary only, and are thus not
limiting as to the types of memory usable for storage of a
computer program.

FIG. 7 1s a schematic block diagram of a network configu-
ration 500 1n accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention. Network configuration 500 1s a more detailed
description of system 100 (shown in FIG. 3) showing the
different parties that are involved 1n processing a transaction
involving a cardholder, a merchant, an interchange network,
and a payment card 1ssuer.

In network configuration 500, a multi-party payment card
system 302 1ncludes one or more issuer financial institutions
504 that issue a payment card, such as a credit card, to a
consumer, who uses the payment card to tender payment for
a purchase from a plurality of merchants 506. As discussed
below, at least one of the payment cards 1s an enhanced
co-brand payment card. Operations described below may be
performed by a user computer device 202 (shown in FIG. §5)
and/or a server computer device 301 (shown in FIG. 6). For
example, 1ssuer bank 504, payment network 512, merchant
bank 508, and/or merchant 506 may operate a server com-
puter device 301. In addition, or alternatively, cardholder 532
and/or merchant 506 may operate a user computer device
202.

A merchant bank 3508 permits merchant 506 to accept
payment with the payment card though an account estab-
lished with merchant bank 508. Merchant bank 508 1s nor-
mally a financial institution that 1s part of payment card sys-
tem 502. When a consumer tenders payment for a purchase
with a payment card (also known as a financial transaction
card), merchant 506 transmits an authorization request 510 to
merchant bank 508 for the amount of the purchase.

Merchant bank 508 communicates with 1ssuer bank 504
through an interchange network 512 to determine whether the
consumer’s account 1s in good standing and whether the
purchase 1s covered by the consumer’s available credit line.
Based on these determinations, 1ssuer bank 504 declines or
accepts authorization request 510. If the request 1s accepted,
an 1ssuer bank 504 issues an authorization code to merchant
506 and transmits an authorization response 314 to merchant
506, via interchange network 512 and merchant bank 508, to
complete the transaction.

Atleast some merchants 526 also accept co-brand payment
cards that are processed through an associated merchant bank
508. Co-brand merchants 526 are merchants that have entered
into a co-brand program (also referred to as merchant part-
ners) with an 1ssuer 530 and with mterchange network 512.
Co-brand merchants 526 may have one or more points of sale.
In the case where a cardholder 5332 uses an enhanced co-brand
payment card 534 to mitiate a transaction with merchant 526
tor the purchasing of goods, merchant 526 transmaits an autho-
rization request 340 to merchant bank 508 to be processed by
interchange network 512. Interchange network 512 forwards
authorization request 340 to issuer 530, and 1ssuer 530 trans-
mits an authorization response 5342 to merchant 526 via inter-
change network 512 and merchant bank 3508.

More specifically, when cardholder 532 uses an enhanced
co-brand payment card to 1nitiate a transaction with merchant

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

526, interchange network 512 receives authorization request
540 from merchant bank 508. Interchange network 512 1den-
tifies the transaction as involving enhanced payment card 534
by comparing a card 1dentifier included within authorization
request 540 to data stored within a database associated with
interchange network 512, such as database 120 provided by
database server 116. In one embodiment, interchange net-
work 512 retrieves a product code from database 120 based on
a bin number included in authorization request 540.

After identifying the transaction as an enhanced payment
card transaction, imnterchange network 512 adds a product
code to authorization request 540 which 1dentifies the trans-
action as an enhanced payment card transaction. Interchange
network 512 then transmits authorization request 540 with
the product code to 1ssuer 530. Issuer 530 determines whether
to approve or decline the transaction, and transmits authori-
zation response 542 to interchange network 512. Authoriza-
tion response 542 includes an approved or declined response
and the product code. Interchange network 512 forwards
authorization response 542 to merchant 526.

In the exemplary embodiment, merchant 526 receives
authorization response 542 including an approved response.
Based on the approved response and the product code, mer-
chant 526 creates an addendum file which includes enhanced
transaction data. When clearing transactions including the
enhanced payment card transaction, merchant 526 transmits
to merchant bank 508 a clearing message 350 with the adden-
dum file. Merchant bank 508, in turn, transmits clearing mes-
sage 550 to mterchange network 512.

Interchange network 512 receives clearing message 3550
and transmits clearing message 550 to 1ssuer 530. Clearing
message 550 may be a single transmission including conven-
tional clearing data and the addendum file. Alternatively,
clearing message 350 may include a plurality of transmis-
sions, such as a first transmission including conventional
clearing data and a second transmission including enhanced
transaction data.

Transmitting the enhanced data to 1ssuer 530 facilitates
providing additional services and/or reporting details to card-
holder 532 and/or merchant 526. In some embodiments,
based on enhanced transaction data corresponding to a trans-
action, 1ssuer 530 applies a promotional program to the trans-
action, applies a financing program to the transaction, offers
a new promotional program or financing program to card-
holder 532, and/or provides additional detailed billing infor-
mation to cardholder 532 1n a billing statement.

FIG. 8 1s a flow diagram showing a method 600 of process-
ing a transaction nitiated by a cardholder using an enhanced
co-brand payment card at a merchant partner over an inter-
change network 1n accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the example embodiment,
system 100 (shown in FIG. 3) as shown 1n network configu-
ration 500 (shown 1n FIG. 7) processes a financial transaction
initiated by cardholder 332 using an enhanced co-brand pay-
ment card 534 over a multi-party payment card interchange
network 512. In the example embodiment, interchange net-
work 512 includes server system 112, which 1s coupled to
database 120. Merchants 506 and 526 are associated with
POS terminals 115, while merchant banks 508 and issuers
504 and 530 are associated with client systems 114.

Method 600 includes providing 602 a co-brand payment
card to a cardholder. The payment card 1s 1ssued by an 1ssuer
to a cardholder and 1s associated with a co-brand program.
The co-brand program 1s a partnership involving an issuer of
the co-brand payment card, a co-brand merchant partner hav-
ing one or more points of sale, and the mterchange network.
In the case where the payment card 1s enhanced co-brand
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payment card 334, issuer 530 designates 604 the payment
card as enhanced payment card 334, and stores 606 1n data-
base 120 at interchange network 512 a card identifier such as
an account number associated with the payment card for
identifying the payment card as enhanced payment card 534.

Cardholder 532 initiates 608 a transaction at POS device
115 associated with merchant partner 526 using enhanced
payment card 534. POS device 1135 transmits 610 authoriza-
tion request message 540, including the card identifier, from
POS device 115 to imterchange network 512. Interchange
network 512 identifies 612 the transaction as involving
enhanced payment card 534 by comparing the card 1dentifier
included within authorization request message 540 to data
stored within database 120. Further, in one embodiment, a list
of merchant partners 526 associated with the co-brand pro-
gram 1s stored within database 120. At the computer, whether
the transaction originated at one of co-brand merchant part-
ners 526 1s determined by comparing data included within
authorization request message 540 to the list of merchant
partners stored within database 120.

Interchange network 512 then adds 614 a product code to
authorization request message 340 which identifies the trans-
action as an enhanced payment card transaction, and trans-
mits 616 authorization request message 540 with the product
code to 1ssuer 330. In one embodiment, the product code 1s
added 614 to authorization request message 540 by populat-
ing a data field included within authorization request message
540 with the product code, and the product code represents
that the transaction was 1mitiated with one of the enhanced
payment cards, such as enhance payment card 534. Issuer 530
then determines whether to approve or decline the transac-
tion, and transmits 618 authorization response message 542
to interchange network 512. Authorization response message
542 includes an approved or declined response and the prod-
uct code. In one embodiment, an approved response repre-
sents that the cardholder has sufficient funds to settle the
transaction, and a declined response represents that the card-
holder does not have suflicient funds to settle the transaction.

Interchange network 512 receives authorization response
message 542 and then transmits 620 authorization response
message 342 to merchant 526, wherein the product code
included within authorization response message 542 instructs
merchant 526 to create an addendum file including enhanced
transaction data. Merchant 526 transmits 622 clearing mes-
sage 550 associated with the transaction with the addendum
file to interchange network 512. Interchange network 512
receives clearing message 550 and then transmits 624 clear-
ing message 550 with the addendum file to 1ssuer 530. Issuer
530 utilizes 626 the enhanced transaction data included
within clearing message 5350 to provide additional services
and/or reporting details to cardholder 532 and/or merchant
526 such as applying certain promotional programs to the
transaction, applying certain financing programs to the trans-
action, offering new promotional programs or financing pro-
grams to the cardholder, and providing additional detailed
billing information to the cardholder 1n the cardholder’s baill-
ing statement.

For example, the enhanced transaction data may include a
promotion code such as DEA4S, subelement 95. The promo-
tion code may be used by the co-brand merchant to transmit to
the acquirer, and 1n turn to the interchange network and the
issuer, discounts to be applied to the goods 1mvolved 1n the
transaction at the point of sale device of the co-brand mer-
chant. The discounts may include a reduction 1n price of the
goods, or promotions whereby interest will not accrue, or
accrue at a reduced rated, on the funds used to purchase the
goods for a set period of time.
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In addition, a variety of other types of information describ-
ing the goods may be included 1n the enhanced transaction
data without departing from the scope of the embodiments of
the present invention, and the examples provided herein
should not be construed as limiting the scope thereof. For

example, when the goods 1nvolved 1n the transaction include
motor vehicle fuel, the enhanced transaction datamay include
data describing the motor vehicle fuel, the quantity of the fuel
purchased, and the per unit price thereof. The data may also
include the grade or specific type of fuel purchased in the
transaction (e.g., 87 octane unleaded gasoline), and the mile-
age associated with the vehicle. In another example, the
go0ds 1include an article of clothing, and the enhanced trans-
action data includes data describing the article of clothing,
such as, but not limited to, the type of clothing (e.g., trousers,
socks, or shirts), the size, the color, and/or the quantity of the
article of clothing purchased. Moreover, 1n this example the
enhanced transaction data may include financing terms (simi-
lar or the same as the promotion code described above) for
any of the articles of clothing (1.¢., the enhanced transaction
data may 1ndicate that interest will not accrue on the purchase
of the article until six months thereatfter).

The enhanced transaction data provided to the 1ssuer can be
utilized by the 1ssuer for a variety of purposes, such as pro-
viding more detailed account statements to the cardholder,
providing rewards to the cardholder based on the transaction,
or marketing additional goods or services to the cardholder
based on the data describing the goods involved in the trans-
action. In the motor fuel example described above, the 1ssuer
may provide the quantity and type of fuel purchased by the
cardholder in a monthly statement to the cardholder. More-
over, the 1ssuer may provide rewards based on the quantity of
fuel purchased by the cardholder (e.g., a $5.00 credit for every
50 gallons of gasoline purchased). In the clothing example,
the 1ssuer may provide a detailed accounting of the clothing
purchased by the cardholder in a monthly statement to the
cardholder. In addition, the 1ssuer may provide rewards or
market other products to the cardholder based on the quantity
or types of clothing the cardholder has purchased (e.g., the
1ssuer may olifer a discount or coupon applicable towards a
pair of dress shoes to a cardholder who has recently purchased
a suit).

Based on the foregoing specification, the above-discussed
embodiments of the mvention may be implemented using
computer programming or engineering techniques including
computer soltware, firmware, hardware or any combination
or subset thereod, wherein the technical effect 1s to facilitate
communication of enhanced transaction data between com-
puter devices associated with a merchant and a payment card
issuer over a third-party interchange network. Any such
resulting program, having computer-readable instructions,
may be embodied or provided within one or more computer-
readable media, thereby making a computer program prod-
uct, 1.e., an article of manufacture, according to the discussed
embodiments of the invention. The computer readable media
may be, for instance, a fixed (hard) drive, diskette, optical
disk, magnetic tape, semiconductor memory such as read-
only memory (ROM), etc., or any transmitting/receiving
medium such as the Internet or other communication network
or link. The article of manufacture containing the computer
code may be made and/or used by executing the instructions
directly from one medium, by copying the code from one
medium to another medium, or by transmitting the code over
a network.

The above-described embodiments of a method and sys-
tem of processing transactions associated with financial
transaction card accounts and, more particularly, to network-
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based methods and systems for processing financial transac-
tions using an enhanced co-brand proprietary financial trans-
action card through a multi-party payment card interchange.
More specifically, additional data describing the subject of
the transaction 1s provided for transactions originating at a
point of sale device associated with the co-brand merchant
partner to an issuer of the co-brand proprietary financial
transaction card. The transaction 1s processed through a tra-
ditional third-party interchange network in a cost-effective
and reliable manner. Moreover, the co-brand card is capable
ol originating transactions at points of sale not associated
with the co-brand merchant partner, thus resulting in
increased efficiency and value for the cardholder.

While the disclosure has been described 1n terms of various
specific embodiments, 1t will be recognized that the disclo-
sure can be practiced with modification within the spirit and
scope of the claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A computer-based method for processing a financial
transaction through an interchange network using an
enhanced payment card, the interchange network associated
with a computer coupled to a database, the enhanced payment
card 1ssued to a cardholder by an issuer, said method com-
prising:

storing within the database a list of card identifiers for

identifying each enhanced payment card of a plurality of
enhanced payment cards;

receiving, at the computer, an authorization request mes-

sage generated at a point of sale (POS) device associated
with a merchant, the authorization request message
including a card identifier and relating to a transaction
initiated by the cardholder with the merchant using the
enhanced payment card;

clectronically 1dentitying the transaction as involving the

enhanced payment card by matching the received card
identifier to the list of card identifiers stored within the
database:

clectronically adding a product code to the authorization

request message 1dentifying the transaction as an
enhanced payment card transaction; and

instructing the merchant to transmit to the computer an

addendum file including enhanced transaction data for
the enhanced payment card transaction.

2. A computer-based method according to claim 1 wherein
clectronically adding a product code to the authorization
request message further comprises:

transmitting the authorization request message with the

product code to the 1ssuer;

receiving, at the computer, an authorization response mes-

sage Irom the 1ssuer, the authorization response message
including an approved or declined response, and the
product code; and

transmitting the authorization response message to the

merchant, wherein the product code instructs the mer-
chant to create the addendum file.

3. A computer-based method according to claim 2 wherein
receiving, at the computer, an authorization response mes-
sage Trom the 1ssuer further comprises recerving the authori-
zation response message Irom the issuer including the
approved or declined response, wherein the approved
response represents that the cardholder has sufficient funds to
settle the transaction and the declined response represents
that the cardholder does not have suificient funds to settle the
transaction.

4. A computer-based method according to claim 1 further
comprising;
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receving, at the computer, a clearing message including

the addendum file from the merchant:; and

transmitting the clearing message with the addendum file

to the 1ssuer, the addendum file including the enhanced
transaction data for mstructing the issuer to at least one
of apply a promotional program to the transaction, apply
a financing program to the transaction, offer a new pro-
motional program to the cardholder, and offer a new
financing program to the cardholder.

5. A computer-based method according to claim 1 further
comprising;

receving, at the computer, a clearing message including

the addendum file from the merchant:; and

transmitting the clearing message with the addendum file

to the 1ssuer, the 1ssuer providing at least a portion of the
enhanced transaction data to the cardholder in a billing
statement.

6. A computer-based method according to claim 5 wherein
transmitting the clearing message further comprises transmit-
ting the addendum file with the enhanced transaction data to
the 1ssuer, wherein the enhanced transaction data includes at
least one of data describing goods involved in the transaction,
an 1dentifying characteristic of the goods, financing terms
associated with the transaction, a size of the goods, a promo-
tion code, line item stock-keeping unit (SKU) data, and a per
unit price of the goods.

7. A computer-based method according to claim 1 wherein
the enhanced payment card 1s an enhanced co-brand payment
card, the enhanced co-brand payment card 1s associated with
a cardholder and a co-brand program, the co-brand program
including an 1ssuer, a co-brand merchant partner having one
or more points of sale, and the interchange network.

8. A computer-based method according to claim 7 wherein
receiving, at the computer, an authorization request message
generated at a point of sale (POS) device further comprises:

storing within the database a list of merchant partners

associated with the co-brand program; and
determiming, at the computer, whether the transaction

originated at one of the co-brand merchant partners by

comparing data included within the authorization

request to the list of merchant partners stored within the
database.

9. A computer-based method according to claim 1 wherein
clectronically adding a product code to the authorization
request message further comprises:

populating a data field included within the authorization

request message with the product code, the product code
representing that the transaction was initiated with one
of the enhanced payment cards.

10. A network-based system for processing a financial
transaction through a multi-party interchange network using
an enhanced payment card, the enhanced payment card 1ssued
to a cardholder by an 1ssuer, said system comprising:

a point of sale (POS) device associated with a merchant;

a database for storing data including a list of card 1dentifiers

for identitying each enhanced payment card of a plural-
ity of enhanced payment cards; and
a server system configured to be coupled to the POS device
and the database, said server system associated with the
interchange network, said server system configured to:

recerve an authorization request message generated at the
(POS) device, the authorization request message includ-
ing a card identifier and relating to a transaction mnitiated
by the cardholder with the merchant using the enhanced
payment card;



US 8,285,592 B2

17

clectronically identify the transaction as involving the
enhanced payment card by matching the received card
identifier to the list of card identifiers stored within the
database:

clectronically add a product code to the authorization
request message 1dentifying the transaction as an
enhanced payment card transaction; and

instruct the merchant to transmit to the computer an adden-
dum file including enhanced transaction data for the
enhanced payment card transaction.

11. A system according to claim 10 wherein said server

system 1s Turther configured to:

transmit the authorization request message with the prod-
uct code to an 1ssuer device:

receive an authorization response message from the 1ssuer
device, the authorization response message including an
approved or declined response, and the product code;
and

transmit the authorization response message to the POS
device, wherein the product code mstructs the merchant
to create the addendum file.

12. A system according to claim 11 wherein said server

system 1s further configured to:

receive the authorization response message from the issuer
device including the approved or declined response,
wherein the approved response represents that the card-
holder has sufficient funds to settle the transaction and
the declined response represents that the cardholder
does not have suilicient funds to settle the transaction.

13. A system according to claim 10 wherein said server

system 1s further configured to:

receive a clearing message including the addendum f{ile

from the POS device; and

transmit the clearing message with the addendum {ile to an

issuer device, the addendum file including the enhanced
transaction data for instructing the issuer to at least one
of apply a promotional program to the transaction, apply
a financing program to the transaction, offer a new pro-
motional program to the cardholder, and offer a new
financing program to the cardholder.

14. A system according to claim 10 wherein said server
system 1s Turther configured to:

receive a clearing message including the addendum file

from the POS device; and

transmit the clearing message with the addendum {ile to an

1ssuer device, the 1ssuer providing at least a portion of
the enhanced transaction data to the cardholder in a
billing statement.

15. A system according to claim 14 wherein said server
system 1s further configured to:

transmitting the addendum file with the enhanced transac-

tion data to the 1ssuer device, wherein the enhanced
transaction data includes at least one of data describing
goods mvolved 1n the transaction, an 1dentifying char-
acteristic of the goods, financing terms associated with
the transaction, a size of the goods, a promotion code,
line 1tem stock-keeping unit (SKU) data, and a per unit
price of the goods.

16. A system according to claim 10 wherein the enhanced
payment card 1s an enhanced co-brand payment card, the
enhanced co-brand payment card 1s associated with a card-
holder and a co-brand program, the co-brand program includ-
Ing an issuer, a co-brand merchant partner having one or more
points of sale, and the interchange network.

17. A system according to claim 16 wherein said server
system 1s further configured to:
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store within the database a list of merchant partners asso-

ciated with the co-brand program; and

determine whether the transaction originated at one of the

co-brand merchant partners by comparing data included
within the authorization request to the list of merchant
partners stored within the database.

18. A system according to claim 10 wherein said server
system 1s further configured to:

populate a data field included within the authorization

request message with the product code, the product code
representing that the transaction was initiated with one
of the enhanced payment cards.

19. A computer for processing a financial transaction 1ni-
tiated by a cardholder using an enhanced payment card, the
computer 1s associated with a multi-party interchange net-
work, the enhanced payment card 1s 1ssued to the cardholder
by an 1ssuer, said computer comprising a processor pro-
grammed to:

store data within a database including a list of card 1denti-

fiers for identifying each enhanced payment card of a
plurality of enhanced payment cards;

recerve an authorization request message generated at a

point of sale (POS) device, the authorization request
message including a card identifier and relating to the
transaction 1mitiated by the cardholder with a merchant
using the enhanced payment card;

clectronically identily the transaction as involving the

enhanced payment card by matching the received card
identifier to the list of card identifiers stored within the
database:

clectronically add a product code to the authorization

request message 1dentifying the transaction as an
enhanced payment card transaction; and

instruct the merchant to transmit an addendum file includ-

ing enhanced transaction data for the enhanced payment
card transaction.

20. A computer according to claim 19 wherein said pro-
cessor 15 programmed to:

transmit the authorization request message with the prod-

uct code to an 1ssuer device;

recetve an authorization response message from the 1ssuer

device, the authorization response message including an
approved or declined response, and the product code;
and

transmit the authorization response message to the POS

device, wherein the product code mstructs the merchant
to create the addendum file.

21. A computer according to claim 20 wherein said pro-
cessor 15 programmed to:

recerve the authorization response message from the 1ssuer

device including the approved or declined response,
wherein the approved response represents that the card-
holder has sufficient funds to settle the transaction and
the declined response represents that the cardholder
does not have sullicient funds to settle the transaction.

22. A computer according to claim 19 wherein said pro-
cessor 1s programmed to:

recerve a clearing message including the addendum file

from the POS device; and

transmit the clearing message with the addendum file to an

issuer device, the addendum file including the enhanced
transaction data for instructing the issuer to at least one
of apply a promotional program to the transaction, apply
a financing program to the transaction, ofier a new pro-
motional program to the cardholder, and offer a new
financing program to the cardholder.
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23. A computer according to claim 19 wherein said pro-
cessor 1s programmed to:

receive a clearing message including the addendum f{ile

from the POS device; and

transmit the clearing message with the addendum {ile to an

issuer device, the 1ssuer providing at least a portion of
the enhanced transaction data to the cardholder in a
billing statement.

24. A computer according to claim 23 wherein said pro-
cessor 15 programmed to:

transmit the addendum file with the enhanced transaction

data to the 1ssuer device, wherein the enhanced transac-
tion data includes at least one of data describing goods
involved 1n the transaction, an 1identifying characteristic
of the goods, financing terms associated with the trans-
action, a size of the goods, a promotion code, line item
stock-keeping unit (SKU) data, and a per unit price of
the goods.

25. A computer according to claim 19 wherein the
enhanced payment card i1s an enhanced co-brand payment
card, the enhanced co-brand payment card 1s associated with
a cardholder and a co-brand program, the co-brand program
including an 1ssuer, a co-brand merchant partner having one
or more points of sale, and the interchange network.

26. A computer according to claim 25 wherein said pro-
cessor 1s programmed to:

store within the database a list of merchant partners asso-

ciated with the co-brand program; and

determine whether the transaction originated at one of the

co-brand merchant partners by comparing data included
within the authorization request to the list of merchant
partners stored within the database.

27. A computer according to claim 19 wherein said pro-
cessor 15 programmed to:

populate a data field included within the authorization

request message with the product code, the product code
representing that the transaction was initiated with one
of the enhanced payment cards.
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28. A computer program embodied on a computer readable
medium for processing a financial transaction through an
interchange network using an enhanced payment card, the
enhanced payment card 1ssued to a cardholder by an 1ssuer,
said program 1s executed by a computer associated with the
interchange network and instructs the computer to:

store within a database a list of card 1dentifiers for 1denti-

fying each enhanced payment card of a plurality of
enhanced payment cards;

recerve an authorization request message generated at a

point of sale (POS) device associated with a merchant,
the authorization request message including a card 1den-
tifier and relating to a transaction 1nitiated by the card-
holder with the merchant using the enhanced payment
card;

1dentity the transaction as involving the enhanced payment

card by matching the recerved card identifier to the list of
card 1dentifiers stored within the database;

add a product code to the authorization request message

identifying the transaction as an enhanced payment card
transaction; and

instruct the POS device to transmit to the computer an

addendum file including enhanced transaction data for
the enhanced payment card transaction.

29. A computer program according to claim 28 further
instructing the computer to:

transmit the authorization request message with the prod-

uct code to an 1ssuer device;

recetve an authorization response message from the 1ssuer

device, the authorization response message including an
approved or declined response, and the product code;
and

transmit the authorization response message to the POS

device, wherein the product code mstructs the merchant
to create the addendum file.
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