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ADAPTIVE VEHICLE CONTROL SYSTEM
WITH DRIVING STYLE RECOGNITION
BASED ON HEADWAY DISTANCE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to an adaptive vehicle con-
trol system that includes driving style recognition and, more
particularly, to an adaptive vehicle control system that pro- 10
vides driver assistance by identifying the driver’s driving
style 1n terms of driving sportiness based on vehicle headway
control.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Driver assistance systems and vehicle active safety systems 15
are becoming an integral part of vehicle design and develop-
ment 1n an attempt to reduce driving stress and to enhance
vehicle/roadway safety. For example, adaptive cruise control
(ACC) systems are known to relieve drivers from routine
longitudinal vehicle control by keeping the vehicle a safe 20
distance away from a preceding vehicle. Also, lane departure
warning systems are known to alert the vehicle driver when-
ever the vehicle tends to depart from the traveling lane.

These systems employ various sensors and detectors that
monitor vehicle parameters, and controllers that control 25
vehicle systems, such as active front and rear wheel steering
and differential braking. Although such systems have the
potential to enhance driver comifort and safety, their success
depends not only on their reliability, but also on driver accep-
tance. For example, considering an ACC system, studies have 30
shown that although shortening headway distances between
vehicles can increase traffic flow, 1t can also cause stress to
some drivers because of the proximity to a preceding vehicle.
Therefore, 1t may be desirable to enhance such systems by
adapting the vehicle control 1n response to a drivers driving 35
style to meet the needs of different drivers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the teachings of the present invention, 40
an adaptive vehicle control system 1s disclosed that classifies
a driver’s driving style based on vehicle headway control and
road and traffic conditions. The system includes a plurality of
vehicle sensors that detect various vehicle parameters. A
maneuver 1dentification processor receives the sensor signals 45
to 1dentily a characteristic maneuver of the vehicle and pro-
vides a maneuver 1dentifier signal of the maneuver. The sys-
tem also includes a traffic and road condition recognition
processor that receives the sensor signals, and provides traific
condition signals 1dentifying traific conditions and road con- 50
dition signals identifying road conditions. In one non-limait-
ing embodiment, the road condition signals identify road
type, such as rural or urban, road surface condition, such as
moderate or rough, and ambient conditions, such as light
level, rain or snow, and fog. The system also includes a data 55
selection processor that receives the sensor signals, the
maneuver 1dentifier signals and the traffic and road condition
signals, and stores data for each of the characteristic maneu-
vers and the traffic and road conditions. A style characteriza-
tion processor receives the maneuver i1dentifier signals, the 60
stored data from the data selection processor and the traific
and road condition signals, and classifies driving style based
on the recerved signals and data.

In one embodiment, the maneuver identification processor
identifies vehicle headway control between a subject vehicle 65
and a preceding vehicle to provide the style characterization.
The maneuver identification processor reads sensor signals to

2

identify the range rate between a subject vehicle and a pre-
ceding vehicle, where the range rate i1s close to zero 1f the
distance between the subject vehicle and the preceding
vehicle 1s relatively steady, the range rate 1s negative when the
subject vehicle 1s closing 1n on the preceding vehicle and the
range rate 1s positive when the subject vehicle 1s falling
behind the preceding vehicle. The range rate, the subject
vehicle speed and other relevant signals are used to classily
the driver’s driving style based on how fast the subject vehicle
closes 1n on the preceding vehicle, and the following distance
between the subject vehicle and the preceding vehicle.

Additional features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description and appended
claims, taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
Ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s aplan view of a vehicle employing various vehicle
sensors, cameras and communications systems;

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram of a system providing in-vehicle
characterization of driving style, according to an embodiment
ol the present invention;

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram of a system providing in-vehicle
characterization of driving style, according to another
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of a system providing in-vehicle
characterization of driving style, according to another
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 1s a flow chart diagram showing a process for deter-
mining a steering-engaged maneuver 1n the maneuver i1den-
tification processor shown in the systems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4,
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram of a system for integrating road
condition signals in the traflic/road condition recognition
processor in the systems shown in FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 1s a flow chart diagram showing a processor for
identifving roadway type for use i the traffic/road condition
recognition processor in the systems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4,
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 1s a flow chart diagram showing a process for pro-
viding data selection 1n the data selection processor in the
systems shown 1 FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 15 a tlow chart diagram showing a process for pro-
viding style classification in the style characterization proces-
sor of the systems shown 1n FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram of a style characterization
processor that can be used 1n the systems shown in FIGS. 2, 3
and 4, according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 1s a block diagram of a style classification proces-
sor that can be used 1n the systems shown 1n FIGS. 2, 3 and 4,
according to another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 12 15 a block diagram of a style classification proces-
sor that can be used 1n the systems shown 1n FIGS. 2, 3 and 4,
according to another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13 15 a block diagram of a style classification proces-
sor that can be used 1n the systems shown in FIGS. 2, 3 and 4,
according to another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 14 1s a block diagram of a process maneuver model
system that can be employed in the style characterization
processor of the systems shown 1 FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 for
providing headway control, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;
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FIG. 15 15 a block diagram of the driving style diagnosis
processor shown 1n the system of FIG. 14, according to an

embodiment of the present invention;

FI1G. 16 1s a graph with frequency on the horizontal axis and
magnitude on the vertical axis illustrating behavioral differ-
ences of various drivers:

FIG. 17 1s a flow chart diagram showing a process that can
be used by the maneuver 1dentification processor in the sys-
tems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 for detecting a lane-changing maneu-
ver, according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 18 1s a flow chart diagram showing a process that can
be used by the maneuver i1dentification processor in the sys-
tems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 for identitying a left/rnnght turn
maneuver, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 19 1s a diagram of a classification decision tree that
can be used by the style characterization processor 1n the
systems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FI1G. 20 1s a flow chart diagram showing a process that can
be used by the maneuver 1dentification processor in the sys-
tems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 for 1identifying a passing maneuver,
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 21A and 21B are a tflow chart diagram showing a
process that can be used by the maneuver 1dentification pro-
cessor 1n the system of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 for identifying a
highway on/oif ramp maneuver, according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FI1G. 22 1s a flow chart diagram showing a process that can
be used by the maneuver 1dentification processor 1n the sys-
tems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 for identitying a vehicle launching,
maneuver, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 23 1s a flow chart diagram showing a process for
providing data selection 1n the data selection processor in the
systems shown 1n FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FI1G. 24 1s a plan view of a neural network that can be used
in the style characterization processor of the systems shown
in FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 25 1s a block diagram of a style characterization
processor that can be used 1n the systems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4
that includes a level-1 combination, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention; and

FI1G. 26 1s a block diagram of a decision fusion processor
that can be used 1n the systems of FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, according,
to another embodiment of the present mvention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH
EMBODIMENTS

(Ll

The following discussion of the embodiments of the inven-
tion directed to an adaptive vehicle control system that con-
siders driving style based on vehicle headway control 1s
merely exemplary in nature, and 1s 1n no way intended to limit
the invention or its applications or uses.

The present invention provides various embodiments for
an adaptive vehicle control system that adapts to one or both
of driving environment and the driver’s driving characteris-
tics. Typical adaptive control systems consist of control adap-
tation algorithms. The present invention addresses driving,
style environment and a driver’s driving characteristics to
recognize a drivers driving style based on his/her driving
behavior, as well as vehicle control adaptation to the recog-
nized driving style to provide the most desirable vehicle per-
formance to the driver. In order to provide a vehicle driver
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with the most desirable performance tailored to a specific
driving characteristic, vehicle control adaptation can be real-
1zed 1n various ways. For example, these techniques include
using differential braking or rear wheel steering to augment
vehicle dynamic response during various vehicle maneuvers.
In the present invention, the control adaptation of an active
front steering (AFS) variable gear ratio (VGR) system can be
used.

In one non-limiting embodiment, the invention provides an
adaptive control system for VGR steering, where the vehicle
steering ratio varies not only with vehicle speed, but also with
driving conditions as typically indicated by the vehicle hand-
wheel angle. Further, the control adaptation takes into
account the drivers driving style or characteristics. The result-
ing adaptive VGR provides tailored vehicle performance to
suit a wide range of driving conditions and driver’s driving
characteristics.

To enable control adaptation for driving characteristics, the
present invention provides an mnovative process that recog-
nizes a driver’s driving characteristics based on his/her driv-
ing behavior. In particular, the present invention shows how
driving style can be characterized based on the driver’s con-
trol input and vehicle motion during various vehicle maneu-
vers. The driving style recognition provides an assessment of
a driver’s driving style, especially the level of sportiness/
assertiveness of the driver, which can be incorporated 1n vari-
ous vehicle control and driver assistance systems, including
the adaptive AFS VGR system.

The steering gear ratio of a vehicle represents a propor-
tional factor between the steering wheel angle and the road
wheel angle. Conventional steering systems have a fixed
steering gear ratio where the steering wheel ratio remains
substantially constant except for minor variations due to
vehicle suspension geometry. To improve vehicle handling,
VGR steering systems have been developed. With a VGR
steering system, the gear ratio varies with vehicle speed so
that the number of steering wheel turns 1s reduced at low
speeds and the high-speed steering sensitivity 1s suppressed.
However, current AFS VGR systems mainly focus on on-
center handling where the steering wheel angle 1s relatively
small and the tires are in their linear region. Moreover, the
design 1s a compromise to meet the needs of all types of
drivers with one single speed/VGR curve. Nevertheless,
many drivers, especially sporty type drivers, expect electric
aids to enhance their driving experience even in situations that
an average driver would never encounter.

The AFS VGR adaptive control system of the mvention
includes an enhanced VGR that alters the steering ratio
according to vehicle speed and the steering angle to suit
different driving conditions, and an adaptive VGR that adjusts
the steering ratio based on a driver’s preference/style and skall
level.

As mentioned above, known VGR systems alter the steer-
ing ratio based on vehicle speed only. However, the corre-
sponding steady-state vehicle yaw rate gain 1s mainly for
on-center handling where the vehicle tires are operating 1n
their linear region. When the hand-wheel angle gets relatively
large, the steady-state rate gain drops due to tire non-linearity.

To compensate for the effects of tire non-linearity and to
provide an approximately uniform yaw rate gain at each
vehicle speed, the present mvention proposes an enhanced
VGR that 1s extended to be a function of both vehicle speed v
and the vehicle hand-wheel angle 0,,,,,,. The enhanced VGR
has the same value as a conventional VGR if the hand-wheel
angle 0,4, 1s smaller than a threshold o,,, and decreases as
the hand-wheel angle o,,,;., increases beyond the threshold
d,,,. The threshold 0, 1s the critical steering angle and steering
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angles larger than the threshold o, result in vehicle tires
operating in their non-linear region.

To accommodate the various needs of different drivers, the
adaptive VGR system of the present invention incorporates
driving style and skill levels, together with the vehicle speed
v and the hand-wheel angle 6,,,, to determine the variable
gear rat10. The adaptive VGR r can be calculated by:

adaptive

(1)

Where P represents driving style, such as P=1-5 where 1
represents a conservative driver and 5 represents a very sporty
driver, and S represents driving skill level, such as S=1-5

where 1 represents a low skill driver and 5 represents a high
skill driver.

The adaptive VGR 1,4, ;1
enhanced VGR as:

F adaptive :.f.;rdapﬁ ve (“V :6H WA P, S)

can be further derived trom the

(2)

Fadaptive = fﬂdﬂpﬁ‘iﬁf(va Opwa, P, 3)

— k(""’a (SHWA:' P, S) Xﬁ’nhanﬂfd(va CSHWH)

Where k(v, 0,4, P, S) 15 a scaling factor.

The vehicle speed v and the hand-wheel angle 6,,4;., can be
measured by in-vehicle sensors, such as wheel speed sensors
and a steering angle sensor. Driving style and skill level can be
set by the driver or characterized by algorithms based on
vehicle sensor information.

Because sporty drivers typically prefer the vehicle to be
more responsive, a lower gear ratio 1s preferred to yield a
higher yaw rate gain. On the other hand, drivers need to have
the capability to control the vehicle as 1t becomes more sen-
sitive with a lower gear ratio, especially at higher speeds. In
other words, a low gear ratio at higher speeds will only be
available to skallful drivers. Therefore, the scaling factor k 1s
smaller for drivers with a higher skill level.

In order to facilitate control adaptation based on driving
style, the present invention further proposes a method and
system for achieving an in-vehicle characterization of a driv-
er’s driving style. The characterization result can be used 1n
various vehicle control algorithms that adapt to a driver’s
driving style. However, such control algorithms are neither
prerequisites nor components for the in-vehicle characteriza-
tion system of the mvention.

FIG. 1 1s a plan view of a vehicle 10 including various
sensors, vision systems, controllers, communications sys-
tems, etch, one or more of which may be applicable for the
adaptive vehicle control systems discussed below. The
vehicle 10 includes mid-range sensors 12, 14 and 16 at the
back, front and sides, respectively, of the vehicle 10. A front
vision system 20, such as a camera, provides 1mages towards
the front of the vehicle 10 and a rear vision system 22, such as
a camera, provides images towards the rear of the vehicle 10.
A GPS or a differential GPS system 24 provides GPS coor-
dinates, and a vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2X) communica-
tions system 26 provides communications between the
vehicle 10 and other structures, such as other vehicles, road-
side systems, etc., as 1s well understood to those skilled 1n the
art. The vehicle 10 also includes an enhanced digital map
(EDMAP) 28 and an integration controller 30 that provides
surround sensing data fusion.

FI1G. 2 1s a block diagram of an adaptive control system 40
that provides in-vehicle characterization of a driver’s driving,
style, according to an embodiment of the present invention.
The system 40 has application for characterizing a drivers
driving style based on various types of characteristic maneu-
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vers, such as curve-handling maneuvers, vehicle launching
maneuvers, left/right turns, U-turns, highway on/off-ramp
maneuvers, lane changes, etc.

The system 40 employs various known vehicle sensors
identified as an in-vehicle sensor suite 42. The sensor suite 42
1s intended to include one or more of a hand-wheel angle
Sensor, a yaw rate sensor, a vehicle speed sensor, wheel speed
sensors, longitudinal accelerometer, lateral accelerometer,
headway distance sensors, such as a forward-looking radar-
lidar or a camera, a throttle opeming sensor, a brake pedal
position/force sensor, etc., all of which are well known to
those skilled 1n the art. The sensor signals from the sensor
suite 42 are provided to a signal processor 44 that processes
the sensor measurements to reduce sensor noise and sensor
biases. Various types of signal processing can be used by the
processor 44, many of which are well known to those skilled
in the art.

The processed sensor signals from the signal processor 44
are provided to a maneuver identification processor 46, a data
selection processor 48 and a traific/road condition recogni-
tion processor 50. The maneuver 1dentification processor 46
identifies various types of characteristic maneuvers per-
tormed by the driver. Such characteristic maneuvers include,
but are not limited to, vehicle headway control, vehicle
launching, highway on/off-ramp maneuvers, steering-en-
gaged maneuvers, which may be further separated into curve-
handling maneuvers, lane changes, left/right turns and
U-turns. Details of using those types of characteristic maneu-
vers for style characterization will be discussed below.
Maneuver 1dentification 1s provided because specific meth-
odologies used 1n style characterization may differ from one
type ol characteristic maneuver to another. For example,
characterization based on headway control behaviors during
vehicle following use headway distance and closing speed
from a forward-looking radar, while characterization based
on curve-handling maneuvers ivolves yaw rate and lateral
acceleration. Therefore, the type of maneuvers conducted by
the driver need to be 1dentified. When the maneuver 1dentifi-
cation processor 46 identifies a particular type of maneuver of
the vehicle 10, 1t will output a corresponding 1dentification
value to the data selection processor 48.

Not all maneuvers can be easily 1dentified from 1n-vehicle
motion sensor measurements. Further, some maneuvers
reveal driving style better than others. Such maneuvers that
help distinguish driving style are referred to as characteristic
maneuvers. Consequently, only data corresponding to char-
acteristic maneuvers 1s selected and stored for the style char-
acterization. The maneuver 1dentification processor 16 1den-
tifies characteristic maneuvers based on any combination of
in-vehicle sensors, such as a vehicle speed sensor, a longitu-
dinal acceleration sensor, a steering wheel angle sensor, a
steering angle sensor at the wheels, a yaw rate sensor, a lateral
acceleration sensor, a brake pedal position sensor, a brake
pedal force sensor, an acceleration pedal position sensor, an
acceleration pedal force sensor, a throttle opening sensor, a
suspension travel sensor, a roll rate sensor, a pitch rate sensor,
as well as long-range and short-range radars, cameras, GPS or
DGPS map information, and vehicle-to-infrastructure/ve-
hicle communication. The maneuver identification processor
16 may further utilize any combination of information pro-
cessed from the measurements from those sensors, including
the dertvatives and integrated signals. Once the maneuver
identification processor 16 detects a characteristic maneuver,
it informs the data selection processor 48 to start recording
data. The maneuver identification processor 16 also identifies
the end ol the maneuver so that the data selection processor 48
stops recording. The traific information from the recognition
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processor 50 may also be incorporated in the recording pro-
cess to determine whether the maneuver contains adequate
information for style characterization.

The traffic/road condition recognition processor 50 uses
the sensor signals to recognize trailic and road conditions.
Traffic conditions can be evaluated based on traflic density.
Roadway conditions include at least two types of conditions,
specifically, roadway type, such as freeway/highway, city
streets, winding roads, etc., and ambient conditions, such as
dry/wet road surfaces, foggy, rainy, etc. Systems that recog-
nize road conditions based on sensor input are well known to
those skilled 1n the art, and need not be described 1n detail
herein.

The style characterization processor 52 receives iforma-
tion of a characteristic maneuver from the maneuver 1denti-
fication processor 46, the traific and road condition informa-
tion from the traific/road condition recognition processor 30
and the recorded data from the data selection processor 48,
and classifies driving style based on the information. As the
maneuver 1dentifier processor 46 determines the beginning
and the end of a maneuver, the data selection processor 48
stores the corresponding data segment based on the variables
Start_flag, End_flag, t____andt_ .

The output from the style characterization processor 52 1s
a value that identifies a driving style over a range of values,
such as a one for a conservative driving up to a five for sporty
driving. The particular style characterization value 1s stored 1n
a style profile trip-logger 54 for each particular characteristic
maneuver 1dentified by the i1dentification processor 46. The
trip-logger 54 can be a simple data array where each entry
array contains a time index, the maneuver information, such
as maneuver 1dentifier M. ,, traific/road condition mnforma-
tion, such as trailic index and road index, and the correspond-
ing characterization result. To enhance the accuracy and
robustness of the characterization, a decision fusion proces-
sor 36 1ntegrates recent results with previous results stored 1n
the trip-logger 34.

FI1G. 3 1s a block diagram of an adaptive control system 60
that provides in-vehicle characterization of driving style,
according to another embodiment of the present ivention,
where like elements to the system 40 are identified by the
same reference numeral. In the system 60, a vehicle position-
ing processor 62 1s included that receives the processed sen-
sor measurement signals from the signal processor 44. In
addition, the system 60 includes a global positioning system
(GPS) or differential GPS 64, such as the GPS 24, and an
enhanced digital map 66, such as the EDMAP 28. Informa-
tion from the vehicle positioning processor 62 1s provided to
the traflic/road condition recognition processor 50 to provide
vehicle location information. Additionally, the system 60
includes a surround sensing unit 68, which comprises long-
range and short-range radars/lidars at the front of the vehicle
10, short-range radars/lidars on the sides and/or at the back of
the vehicle 10, or cameras around the vehicle 10, and a
vehicle-to-vehicle/infrastructure communication system 70
that also provides information to the traific/road condition
recognition processor 50 for additional information concern-
ing traflic and road conditions.

The vehicle positioning processor 62 processes the GPS/
DGPS 1information, as well as information from wvehicle
motion sensors, to dertve absolute vehicle positions 1n earth
inertial coordinates. Other information, such as vehicle head-
ing angle and vehicle speed, may also be derived. The vehicle
positioning processor 62 further determines vehicle location
with regard to the EDMAP 66 and retrieves relevant local
road/tratfic information, such as road curvature, speed limat,
number of lanes, etc. Various techniques for GPS/DGPS
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based positioning and vehicle locating are well-known to
those skilled in the art. Similarly, techniques for surround
sensing fusion and vehicle-to-vehicle/intfrastructure (V2X)
communications are also well known to those skilled 1n the
art. Thus, by using this information, the traffic/road condition
recognition processor 30 has a stronger capability of more
accurately recognizing traific and road conditions.

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of an adaptive control system 80
similar to the control system 60, where like elements are
identified by the same reference numeral, according to
another embodiment of the present invention. In this embodi-
ment, the system 80 1s equipped with a driver 1dentification
unit 82, a style profile database 84 and a trend analysis pro-
cessor 86 to enhance system functionality. The driver 1dent-
fication umt 82 can i1dentily the driver by any suitable tech-
nique, such as by pressing a key fob button. Once the driver 1s
identified, his or her style profile during each trip can be
stored 1n the style profile database 84. Further, a history
separate style profile can be built up for each driver over
multiple trips, and can be readily retrieved to be fused with
information collected during the current vehicle trip. Further,
a deviation of the style exhibited 1n the current trip from that
in the profile history may imply a change in driver state. For
example, a conservative driver driving aggressively may 1indi-
cate that he or she 1s 1n a hurry or under stress. Similarly, a
sporty driver driving conservatively may indicate that he or
she 1s tired or drowsy.

As mentioned above, various characteristic maneuvers can
be used 1n the style characterization, such as vehicle headway
control, vehicle launching, highway on/off ramp maneuvers,
and steering-engaged maneuvers, which referred to maneu-
vers that involve a relatively large steering angle as and/or a
relatively large vehicle yaw rate. The steering-engaged
maneuvers may be further broken down 1nto sub-categories,
such as lane changes, left/right turns, U-turns and curve-
handling maneuvers where a vehicle 1s negotiating a curve.
Further discussions of identifying those specific sub-catego-
ries have special types of steering-engaged maneuvers will be
included together with the corresponding 1llustration.

In one embodiment, the steering-engaged maneuvers are
treated as one type of characteristic maneuver. Accordingly,
the reliable indicators of a steering-engaged maneuver
include a relatively large vehicle yaw rate and/or a relatively
large steering angle. In one embodiment, the yaw rate 1s used
to describe the operation of the maneuver i1dentification pro-
cessor 46, where a steering-angle based data selector would
work 1n a similar manner. To maintain the data integrity of the
associated steering-engaged maneuver, a certain period, such
as 1=2 s, of data before and after the steering-engaged maneu-
ver 1s also desired.

FIG. 5 15 a flow chart diagram 280 showing a process that
can be used by the maneuver identification processor 46 to
determine steering-engaged maneuvers. The maneuver 1den-

tifier value M, ;1s used to 1dentity the type of the characteristic
maneuver, as will be discussed 1n further detail below. Fach of
these discussions will use a maneuver 1dentifier value M, ; of
0, 1 or 2 to identity the maneuver. This 1s merely for illustra-
tion purposes in that a system that incorporated maneuver
detection for all of the various maneuvers would use a ditfer-
ent value for the maneuver 1dentifier value M, , for each sepa-
rate maneuver based on the type of specific characteristic
maneuver.

At box 282, the maneuver 1identification algorithm begins
by reading the filtered yaw rate signal ¢) from the signal
processor 44. The algorithm then proceeds according to its
operation states denoted by two Boolean variables Start_flag
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and End_flag, where Start flag 1s imitialized to zero and
End_flag 1s mitialized to one. At block 284, the algorithm
determines whether Start_{flag 1s zero.

If Start_flag 1s zero, meaning that the vehicle 10 1s notin a
steering-engaged maneuver, the algorithm determines 11 the
vehicle 10 has started a steering-engaged maneuver based on
the yaw rate signal a at decision diamond 286 by determining,
whether o()Z2w_,_,, where w__, 1s 5° per second 1n one
non-limiting embodiment. I1 this condition 1s met, meaning,
that the vehicle 10 has started a steering-engaged maneuver,
the algorithm sets Start_flag to one and End_flag to zero at
box 288, and starts a timer t_,__=t-T at box 290. If the con-
dition of the decision diamond 286 has not been met, meaning
that the vehicle 10 has not started a steering-engaged maneu-
ver, then the algorithm returns and waits for the next sensor

measurement at block 292.

If Start_{lag 1s not zero at the block 284, meaming that the
vehicle 10 1s 1n a steering-engaged maneuver, the algorithm
determines whether the steering-engaged maneuver 1s com-
pleted by determining whether the yaw rate signal o has been
reduced to near zero at block 294 by max(w(t-T:t))=w__ .,
where w__ ., 1s 2° per second 1n one non-limiting embodi-
ment. IT this condition 1s not met, meaning that the vehicle 10
1s still 1n the steering-engaged maneuver, the algorithm
returns to the block 292 to collect the next cycle of data. If the
condition of the block 294 has been met, meaning that the
vehicle 10 has completed the steering-engaged maneuver, the
algorithm sets Start_flag to zero, End_flag to one and the
timert__~t—T at box 296. The algorithm then sets the maneu-
ver 1dentifier value M, , to one at box 298 meaning that a

steering-engaged maneuver has just occurred, and 1s ready to
be classified.

The tratfic/road condition recognition processor 50 detects
traffic conditions. The traffic conditions can be classified
based on traffic density, for example, by using a traffic densrty
condition index Traffic, . .. The higher the index Traffic,, ,
the higher the traific density. Such a traffic index can also be
derived based on measurements from sensors, such as radar-
lidar, camera and DGPS with inter-vehicle communication.

As an example, the processor 50 can be based on a forward-
looking radar as follows. The detection process mvolves two
steps, namely, inferring the number of lanes and computing
the tratfic index Trathc,, , . Usually, radar measurements are
processed to establish and maintain individual tracks for
moving objects. Such mformation 1s stored 1n a builer for a
short period of time, such as five seconds, the current road
geometry can be estimated by fitting individual tracks with
the polynomials of the same structure and parameters except
their offsets. The estimated offsets can be used to infer the
number of lanes, as well as the relative position of the lane
occupied by the subject vehicle.

With the estimate of the number of lanes, the traffic index
Traffic can be determined as:

irdex

Ir afﬁcmd’cﬂ: f(N larier (3 )

I]"‘fIC:EFR V)

Where N, 1s the number of lanes, N, , 1s the number of
vehicles being tracked, R 1s the range to the preceding vehicle
and v 1s the speed of the subject vehicle.

An alternative and also more objective choice 1s to use the
average range between vehicles in the same lane and the
average speed on the road. However, the computation of such
variables would be more complicated.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

An example of the function of equation (3) can be given as:

Nrmﬂk V (4)
+ b—,
N.!anf R

Oa Nrrack = ()

N track =~ 0

a
Traffic, .. =

Thus, the larger Nka/N ... and v/R, the larger the traffic
index TrafmIM s 1.€., the density of traffic. For the situation
where there 1s no preceding or forward vehicle 1.e., N
equals zero, the traffic index Traffic,, , 1s set to zero.

It 15 noted that in the cases where there are multiple lanes,
but no vehicles 1n the adjacent lanes, the number of lanes will
be estimated as one, which 1s incorrect. However, in such
cases, the driver has more freedom to change lanes 1instead of
following close to the preceding vehicle. Consequently v/R
should be small and so should the traffic index Traftfic,, ...

A second embodiment for recognizing tratfic conditions in
terms of traflic density 1s based on DGPS with inter-vehicle
communication. With the position and motion information of
surrounding vehicles from inter-vehicle communication, the
subject vehicle can assess the number of surrounding vehicles
within a certain distance, as well as the average speed of those
vehicles. Further, the subject vehicle can determine the num-
ber of lanes based on the lateral distance between 1tself and its
surrounding vehicles. To avoid counting vehicles and lanes
for opposing tratlic, the moving direction of the surrounding
vehicles should be taken into consideration. With this type of
information, the tratfic index Traffic, , . can be determined
by equation (4).

While the equations (3) and (4) used the vehicles headway
distance R, ;1o the preceding vehicle as the range value R, 1t
can be more accurate to use a weighted range variable based
on the longitudinal gaps between vehicles 1n the same lane as
the range variable R when situations permait. With a side-view
sensor to detect a passing vehicle, the relative speed Av
between the passing vehicle and the subject vehicle can be
detected to provide timing AT between one vehicle and
another. Therefore, the ith occurrence of the gap R,
between vehicles 1n adjacent lanes can be estimated as:

R (D=AV*AT

track

irndex

(3)

The range variable R can be estimated as a weighted aver-
age between the headway distance R, ;and the running aver-
age of the adjacent lane vehicle gaps as:

N (6)
D R

R =aRy,, +(l —a)—

N

Where a 1s a parameter between 0 and 1.

When a rear-looking sensor 1s available, the trailing vehicle
distance R, _., can be measured. This measurement can fur-
ther be incorporated for range calculation, such as:

v (7)
D Reap(d

a 1
R = E(Rhwd + Rygit) + (1 — a)

N

Traffic density can further be assessed using vehicle-to-
vehicle (V2V) commumnications with the information of GPS
location communicated among the vehicles. While the
vehicle-to-vehicle communications equipped vehicle pen-
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etration 1s not 100%, the average distances between vehicles
can be estimated based on the geographic location provided
by the GPS sensor. However, the information obtained
through wvehicle-to-vehicle communications needs to be
qualified for further processing. First, a map system can be
used to check i1 the location of the vehicle 1s along the same
route as the subject vehicle by comparing the GPS detected
location of the object vehicle with the map data base. Second,
the relative speed of thus vehicle and the subject vehicle 1s
assessed to make sure the vehicle 1s not traveling in the
opposite lane. Similar information of the object vehicle so
relayed through multiple stages of the vehicle-to-vehicle
communications can be analyzed the same way. As aresult, a
collection of vehicle distances to each of the vehicle-to-ve-
hicle communications equipped vehicles can be obtained.
Average distances D ., ,-of these vehicles can be computed for

an indication of traific density.
The traffic index Tratfic

can further be improved by:

Traffic (8)

Where, tratfic, , . 1s based on equation (4), p 1s the per-
centage penetration of the vehicle-to-vehicle communica-
tions equipped vehicles 1n certain locale determined by a
database and GPS sensing information, and where C, and C,
are weighting factors.

The traffic index Traflic,, , can be computed using any of
the above-mentioned approaches. However, it can be further
rationalized for 1ts intended purposes by using this index to
gauge driver’s behavior to assess the driving style in light of
the traific conditions. For this purpose, the traific index Trai-
fic,, .. can further be modified based on 1ts geographic loca-
tion reflecting the norm of physical traific density as well as
the average driving behavior.

Statistics can be established off-line to provide the average
un-scaled tratfic indices based on any of the above calcula-
tions for the specific locations. For example, a crowded city as
opposed to a metropolitan area or even a campus and every-
where else 1n the world. This information can be stored 1n an
off-sight installation or infrastructure accessible through
vehicle-to-infrastructure communications. When such infor-
mation 1s available, the traific index Traflic,, . can be nor-
malized against the statistical mean of the specific location,
and provide a more accurate assessment of the driving style
based on specific behavior over certain detected maneuvers.

The traffic/road condition recognition processor 50 also
recognizes road conditions. Road conditions of interest
include roadway type, road surface conditions and ambient
conditions. Accordingly, three indexes can be provided to
reflect the three aspects of the road conditions, particularly
road,, ., road,,, ... and road,,, .., respectively.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram of a system 300 that can be used
to recognize and integrate these three aspects of the road
condition. The system 300 includes a road type determination
processor 302 that recetves sensor information from various
sensors 1n the vehicle 10 that are suitable to provide roadway
type. The output of the road type determination processor 302
1s the roadway condition index road,, .. The roadway types
can be categorized 1n many different ways. For driving char-
acterization, the interest 1s in how much freedom the roadway
provides to a driver. Therefore, 1t 1s preferable to categorize
roadways according to their speed limit, the typical through-
put of the roadway, the number of lanes 1n each travel direc-
tion, the width of the lanes, etc. For example, the present
invention categorizes roadways 1n four types, namely, urban
freeway, urban local, rural freeway and rural local. The two
freeways have a higher speed than the two local roadways.

The urban freeway typically has at least three lanes 1n each

irndex

=pC D+ C5Tratllc
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travel of direction and the rural freeway typically has one to
two lanes 1n each direction. The urban local roadways have
wider lanes and more traffic controlled intersections than the
rural local roadway. Accordingly, the roadway type can be
recognized based on the following road characteristics,
namely, the speed limit, the number of lanes, the width of the
lanes and the throughput of the road 11 available.

For systems of this embodiment of the invention, the
images from a forward-looking camera can be processed to
determine the current speed limit based on traffic sign recog-
nition, the number of lanes and the lane width. In other
embodiments, the vehicles can be equipped with a GPS or
DGPS with enhanced digital map or GPS or DGPS with
vehicle-to-vehicle infrastructure communications, or both. It
an EDMAP 1s available, the EDMAP directly contains the
road characteristics information. The EDMAP may even con-
tain the roadway type, which can be used directly. If vehicle-
to-infrastructure communications 1s available, the vehicle
will be able to receive those road characteristics and/or the
roadway type 1n the communication packets from the inira-
structure.

With this information, the processor 302 categorizes the
roadway type based on the road characteristics, or the vehicle
may directly use the roadway type from the EDMAP 28 with
the communications.

FIG. 7 1s a flow chart diagram 320 showing a process to
provide roadway type recognition in the processor 302,
according to one non-limiting embodiment of the present
invention. In this example, the roadway type condition index
road,, . 1s identified as 1 at box 322, as 2 at box 324, as 3 at
box 326 and as 4 at box 328, where index 1 1s for an urban
freeway, index 2 1s for a rural freeway, index 3 1s for an urban
local road and index 4 is for a rural local road. The roadway
type recognition starts with reading the four characteristics. IT
the current speed limit 1s above 55 mph at block 330, the
roadway 1s regarded to be either an urban freeway or a rural
freeway. The process then determines whether the number of
lanes 1s greater than two at block 332, and if so, the roadway
1s a road type 1 for an urban freeway at the box 322, otherwise
the roadway 1s a rural freeway type 2 having more than two
lanes at the box 324. If the speed limit 1s less than 55 mph at
the block 330, the algorithm determines whether the number
of lanes 1s greater than or equal to 2 at block 334. If the
number of lanes 1s at least two, the road 1s considered to be an
urban local roadway type 3 at the box 326, otherwise it 1s a
rural local roadway of type 4 at the box 328.

The roadway surface affects the ease of the control of a
vehicle. For example, a low-coellicient surface has limited
capability 1in providing longitudinal and lateral tire forces. As
a result, a driver needs to be more careful driving on a low
coellicient of friction surface than on a high coelificient or
friction surface. Similarly, the disturbance generated by a
rough surface makes the ride less comifortable and puts a
higher demand on the drivers control over the vehicle. Such
factors usually cause a driver to be more conservative.
Because both the detection of the friction coeih

icients of a
road surface and the detection of rough roads using 1n-vehicle
sensors are well-known to those skilled 1n the art, a more
detailed discussion 1s not needed herein.

The present invention uses the detection results to generate
the road surface condition index road,,, .. . to reflect the con-
dition of the road surface. For example, a road surface con-
dition index road,,, ,, ., of zero represents a good surface that
has a high coefficient of friction and 1s not rough, a road
surface condition index road,,, ... of one represents a mod-

erate-condition surtace that has a medium coetticient of tric-
tion and 1s not rough, and a road surface condition index
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surface OF 2 r€presents a bad surface that has a low coetti-
cient or 1s rough. Returning to FI1G. 6, the system 300 includes

a road surface condition processor 304 that receives the sen-
sor information, and determines whether the road surface
condition index road,,, .. 18 for a moderate coefficient road 5
surface at box 308 or a rough coellicient at box 310.

The ambient conditions mainly concern factors that affect
visibility, such as light condition (day or night), weather
condition, such as fog, rain, snow, etc. The system 300
includes an ambient condition processor 306 that provides the 10
road ambient condition mndex road .. ... The ambient con-
dition processor 306 includes a light level detection box 312
that provides an indication of the light level, a rain/snow
detection box 314 that provides a signal of the rain/snow
condition and a fog detection box 316 that provides a detec- 15
tion of whether fog 1s present, all of which are combined to
provide the road ambient condition index road ... ..

The sensing of the light condition by the box 312 can be
achieved by a typical twilight sensor that senses light level as
seen by a driver for automatic headlight control. Typically, the 20
light level output 1s a current that 1s proportional to the ambi-
ent light level. Based on this output, the light level can be
computed and the light condition can be classified into several
levels, such as 0-2 where zero represents bright daylight and
two represents a very dark condition. For example, 25
light, ~0 1f the computed light level 1s higher than the
threshold L, ;, where L,,_,=300 lux, light,_, ,~1 1f the light
level 1s between thresholds L, and L, , where L, canbe
the headlight activation threshold or 150 lux, and light, . _,=2
if the light level 1s lower than the threshold L,__ .

The rain/snow condition can be detected by the box 314
using an automatic rain sensor that 1s typically mounted on
the mside surface of the windshield and 1s used to support the
automatic mode of windshield wipers. The most common
rain sensor transmit an infrared light beam at a 45° angle into 35
the windshield from the inside near the lower edge, and 11 the
windshield 1s wet, less light makes 1t back to the sensor. Some
rain sensors are also capable of sensing the degree of the rain
so that the wipers can be turned on at the right speed. There-
fore, the rain/snow condition can be directly recognized 40
based on the rain sensor detection. Moreover, the degree of
the rain/snow can be determined based by either the rain
sensor or the windshield wiper speed. Alternatively, the rain/
snow condition can be detected solely based on whether the
windshield wiper has been on for a certain period of time, 45
such as 30 seconds. The rain/snow condition can be catego-
rized into 1+N levels with rain, =0 representing no rain and
rain,,, ~1 with 1 indicating the speed level of the windshield
wiper since most windshield wipers operate at discrete
speeds. Alternatively, 1 the vehicle 1s equipped with GPS or 50
DGPS and a vehicle-to-infrastructure communication, the
rain/snow condition can also be determined based on rain/
snow warnings broadcast from the infrastructure.

The fog condition can be detected by the box 316 using a
forward-looking camera or lidar. The images from the camera 55
can be processed to measure the visibility distance, such as
the meteorological visibility distance defined by the interna-
tional commission on illumination as the distance beyond
which a black object of an appropriate dimension 1s perceived
with a contrast of less than 5%. A lidar sensor detects fog by 60
sensing the microphysical and optical properties of the ambi-
ent environment. Based on 1ts received fields of view, the lidar
sensor 1s capable of computing the effective radius of the fog
droplets 1n foggy conditions and calculates the extinction
coellicients at visible and infrared wavelengths. The tech- 65
niques for the fog detection based on a camera or lidar are

well-known to those skilled i1n the art, and therefore need not
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be discussed 1n significant detail herein. This invention takes
results from those systems, such as the visibility distance
from a camera-based fog detector or, equivalently, the exten-
s1on coelficients at visible wavelengths from a lidar-based fog
detection system, and classifies the following condition
accordingly. For example, the foggy condition can be classi-
fied into four levels 0-3 with O representing no fog and 3
representing a high-density fog. The determination of the fog
density level based on the visibility distance can be classified
as:

(0, if visibilityz vf,sfbflrymgh (9)

1, 1t visibility,,,, < visibilty <visibilty,, .,

O = 4
JO81ever 2, 1t visibility,,,, < visibilty < visibilty,,,,

3, 1t visibilty = visibiltyy,,,

Where exemplary values of the thresholds can be
visibility,,, ., =140 m, visibility,, =70 m and visibility,,,, =35
m. Alternatively, 1f the vehicle 10 1s equipped with GPS or
DGPS and vehicle-to-infrastructure communications, the
foggy condition may also be determined based on the fog
warnings broadcast from the infrastructure.

The road ambient condition index Road__ .. . then com-
bines the detection results of the light condition, the rain/
snow condition, and the foggy condition. The simplest way 1s
to let Road,, .., light,,,,; rain,,, ; fog;,,./1".

Alternatively, the road ambient condition index
Road could be a function of the detection results such
as:

ambient

Rﬂﬂdambifm — fambifnr (thrgﬁgga FaiRevel fﬂg,{ﬁf,{) (10)

= o X thfgwgg + o rﬂfﬂ!eve! + &3 X fﬂgﬂeve.‘f

Where ., a,, and a5 are weighting factors that are greater
than zero. Note that the larger each individual detection result
1s, the worse the ambient condition 1s for driving. Conse-
quently, the larger the ambient road condition index
Road .. the worse the ambient condition 1s for driving.

The three road condition indexes, Road, ., Road,,, ..
Road _ .. . are then combined by the system 300 to reflect
the road condition. The combination can be a simple combi-
nation, such as Road,, . =[road,,  road,,, ... road,, ...l ‘
or a function, such as Road, , =1, Aroad, . road,
road , .. ), which could be a look-up table.

Thus, recognized tratfic/road conditions can be used 1n the
style characterization processor 32 in two ways. First, the data
selection processor 48 determines the portion of data to be
recorded for style classification based on the maneuver iden-
tifier value M, , and the recognized traffic/road conditions.
Second, the style classification processor 52 classifies driving,
style based on driver inputs and vehicle motion, as well as the
traffic/road conditions. That 1s, the traffic/road condition
indexes are part ol the discriminant features (discussed
below) used 1n the style classification.

Not all data measured during driving 1s useful. In fact 1t
would be unnecessary and uneconomic to record all of the
data. In the present invention, information regarding the
maneuver type and the tratfic/road conditions help determine
whether the current driving behavior 1s valuable for the char-
acterization. It so, the data 1s recorded by the data selection
processor 48. For example, 11 the traflic 1s jammed, 1t may be
meaningless to characterize the style based on lane-change

maneuvers. In such cases, the data should not be stored. On

urface
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the other hand, 1if the traific 1s moderate, the data should be
recorded that the maneuver 1s a characteristic maneuver. To
maintain the completeness of the recording, a short period of
data 1s always recorded and refreshed.

FI1G. 8 15 a flow chart diagram 130 showing a process used
by the data selection processor 48 for storing the data corre-
sponding to a particular characteristic maneuver. This process
for the data selection processor 48 can be employed for vari-
ous characteristic maneuvers, including, but not limited to, a
vehicle passing maneuver, a left/right-turn maneuver, a lane-
changing maneuver, a U-turn maneuver, vehicle launching
maneuver and an on/off-ramp maneuver, all discussed in
more detail below. At start block 132, the algorithm used by
the data selection processor 48 reads the Boolean variables
Start_flag and End_flag from the maneuver identifier proces-
sor 46. It Start_tlag 1s zero or the traffic index Traffic, , 1
greater than the traffic threshold o, at decision diamond 134,
the data selection processor 48 simply keeps refreshing its
data storage to prepare for the next characteristic maneuver at

block 136.

If either of the conditions of the decision diamond 134 1s

not met, then the algorithm determines whether a variable
old_Start_flag i1s zero at block 138. If old_Start_flag 1s zero at
the block 138, the algorithm sets old_Start_tlag to one, and
starts recording by storing the data between timet_,. . and the
current time t at box 140. The data can include vehicle speed.,
longitudinal acceleration, yaw rate, steering angle, throttle
openmg, range, range rate and processed information, such as
traffic index and road condition index.
If old_Start_flag 1s not zero at the block 138, the data
selection processor 48 1s already 1n the recording mode, so 1t
then determines whether the maneuver has been completed.
Particularly, the algorithm determines whether End_{flag 1s
one at block 142 and, 11 so, the maneuver has been completed.
The algorithm then resets old—Start_flag to zero at box 144,
and determines whether the maneuver identifier value M. , 1s
zero at decision diamond 146. 1T the maneuver value M, , 1s
not zero at the decision diamond 146, then the data selection
processor 48 outputs the recorded data, including the value
M., and 1increases the maneuver sequence 1ndex
M,..~M,, +1 atbox 148. The data selection processor 48 also
stores the data betweenthetimet_, _andthetimet, together
with the values M, and M, ;, and sets a variable data_r-
cady=1 to inform the style characterization processor 32 that
the recorded data 1s ready. The algorithm then begins a new
session of data recording at box 150.

If End_flag i1s not one at the block 142, the maneuver has
not been completed, and the data selection processor 48 con-
tinues storing the new data at box 152.

The collected data 1s then used to determine the driving
style, where the Boolean variable data will be used by the
style characterization processor 52 to identify a classification
process.

According to one embodiment of the present invention, the
style characterization processor 52 classifies a driver’s driv-
ing style based on discriminant features. Although various
classification techniques, such as tuzzy logic, clustering, neu-
ral networks (NN), self-organmizing maps (SOM), and even
simple threshold-base logic can be used, 1t 1s an innovation of
the present ivention to utilize such techmques to character-
1ze a drivers driving style. To illustrate how the style charac-
terization processor 32 works, an example of style classifica-
tion based on fuzzy C-means (FCM) can be employed.

FIG. 9 1s a flow chart diagram 160 showing such a fuzzy
C-means process used by the style characterization processor
52. However, as will be appreciated by those skilled in the art,
any of the before mentioned classification techniques can be
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used for the style classification. Alternatively, the discrimi-
nants can be further separated into smaller sets and classifiers
can be designed for each set 1n order to reduce the dimension
of the discriminant features handled by each classifier.

Data 1s collected atbox 162, and the algorithm employed in
the style characterization processor 52 determines whether
the variable data_ready 1s one at decision diamond 164, and 1
not, the process ends at block 166. It data_ready 1s one at the
decision diamond 164, the algorithm reads the recorded data
from the data selection processor 48 at box 168 and changes
data_ready to zero at box 170. The algorithm then selects
discriminant features for the identified maneuver at box 172.
The process to select discriminate features can be broken
down 1into three steps, namely, deriving/generating original
features from the collected data, extracting features from the
original features, and selecting the final discriminate features
from the extracted features. The algorithm then selects the
classifier for the particular maneuver and uses the selected

classifier to classily the maneuver at box 174. The processor
then outputs the style (N) value, the time index N, the traffic
index Traffic, , ., the road condition index Road,, .. and the
maneuver 1dentifier value M, , at box 176.

The traffic and road conditions can be incorporated in the
style characterization processor 32 using three different
incorporation schemes. These schemes include a tightly-
coupled incorporation that includes the tratfic and road con-
ditions as part of the features used for style classification,
select/switch incorporation where multiple classifiers come
together with feature extraction/selection designed for differ-
ent traffic and road conditions and classifiers selected based
on the traffic and road conditions associated with the maneu-
ver to be identified, and decoupled-scaling incorporation
where generic classifiers are designed regardless of traffic and
road conditions and the classification results are adjusted by
multiplying scaling factors. Tightly-coupled incorporation
and selected/switch incorporation are carried out in the style
characterization processor 52 and the decoupled-scaling
incorporation can be included 1n erther the style characteriza-
tion processor 52 or the decision fusion processor 56.

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram of the style characterization
processor 52, according to one embodiment of the present
invention. The maneuver identifier value M., from the
maneuver 1dentification processor 46 1s applied to a switch
380 along with the recorded data from the data selection
processor 48, and the traific condition index Traflic,, .. and
the road condltmn index Road, , from the traffic/road con-
dition recognition processor 30. The switch 380 1dentifies a
particular maneuver value M, ,, and applies the recorded data,
the traffic index Traffic, , and the road condition index
Road., . . to a style classification processor 382 for that par-
ticular maneuver. Each style classification processor 382 pro-
vides the classification for one particular maneuver. An out-
put switch 384 selects the classification from the processor
382 for the maneuvers being classified and provides the style
classification value to the style profile trip-logger 34 and the
decision fusion processor 56, as discussed above.

FIG. 11 1s a block diagram of a style classification proces-
sor 390 that employs the tightly-coupled incorporation, and
can be used for the style classification processors 382, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. In this maneu-
ver classilying scheme, the traffic index Traffic,, , . and the
road condition index Road, ., are included as part of the
original feature vector. The processor 390 includes an origi-
nal feature processor 390 that recerves the recorded data from
the data selection processor 48 and identifies the original
teatures from the recorded data. The original features, the

iricdex
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traiffic index Traflic, , and the road condition index
Road, , are sent to a feature extraction processor 394 that

extracts the features. When the features are extracted for the
particular maneuver, certain of the features are selected by
feature selection processor 396 and the selected features are

classified by a classifier 398 to identify the style.
FI1G. 12 1s a block diagram of a style classification proces-

sor 400 similar to the classification processor 390 which can
be used as the style classification processors 382, where like
clements are identified by the same reference numeral,
according to another embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, the traffic index Traffic, .. and the road
condition index Road,

... are applied directly to the classifier
398 and not to the feature extraction processor 394. The
difference between the classification processor 390 and the
classification processor 400 lies 1n whether the traffic index
Traffic, , . and the road condition index Road,, ., are pro-
cessed through feature extraction and selection. The design
process of the feature extraction/selection in the classifiers
remains the same regardless of whether the traffic index Trai-
fic, , and theroad conditionindex Road, . areincludedor
not. However, the resulting classifiers are different, and so 1s
the feature extraction/selection 11 those indexes are added to
the original feature vector.

FI1G. 13 1s a block diagram of a style classification proces-
sor 410 that employs the select/switch incorporation process,
and can be used for the style classification processor 382,
according to another embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, the classifier used for feature extraction/
selection 1s not only maneuver-type specific, but also traflic/
road condition specific. For example, the traflic conditions
can be separated into two levels, light traific and moderate
traffic, and the road conditions can be separated into good
condition and moderate condition. Accordingly, four catego-
ries are created for the traffic and road conditions and a
specific style classification 1s designed for each combination
of the maneuver type and the four tratfic-road condition cat-
egories. Once the maneuver has been identified, the style
classification processor 410 selects the appropriate classifi-
cation based on the traffic/road conditions. The classification
includes the selection of the original features, feature extrac-
tion/selection and classifiers to classity the recorded maneu-
Ver.

In the style classification processor 410, the traific index
Traffic, , ., the road condition index Road, .. and the
recorded data from the data selection processor 48 for a
particular maneuver are sent to an input switch 412. The
recorded data 1s switched to a particular channel 414 depend-
ing on the traific and road index combination. Particularly, the
combination of the traffic index Traffic,, . and the road con-
dition index Road,, , applied to the mput switch 14 will
select one of four separate channels 414, including a channel
for light tratffic and good road conditions, light tratfic and
moderate road condition, moderate tratfic and good road con-
ditions, and moderate traffic and moderate road conditions.
For each traffic/road index combination, an original features
processor 416 derives original features from the data associ-
ated with the maneuver, which 1s collected by the data selec-
tion module 48, a feature extraction processor 418 extracts
the features from these original features, a feature selection
processor 420 further selects the features and a classifier 422
classifies the driving style based on the selected features. An
output switch 424 selects the style classification for the par-
ticular combination of the traffic/road mdex.

In the select/switch incorporation scheme, the design of the
style characterization processor 32 i1s both maneuver-type

specific and traffic/road condition specific. Therefore, the
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maneuvers used for the design, which are collected from
vehicle testing, are first grouped according to both the maneu-
ver type and the traffic/road condition. For each group of
maneuvers, 1.€., maneuvers of the same type and with the
same traific/road condition, the style classification, including
selection of original features, feature extraction/selection and
the classifiers, 1s designed. Since the style classification 1s
designed for specific traffic/road conditions, the traffic and
road information 1s no longer included in the features. Con-
sequently, the design process would be exactly the same as the
generic design that does not take traffic/road conditions into
consideration. However, the resulting classification will be
different because the maneuvers are traffic/road condition
specific. Moreover, the number of classifiers 1s four times that
of the generic classifiers. As a result, the select/switch incor-
poration would require a larger memory to store the classifi-
ers.

For the decoupled-scaling incorporation, the style classifi-
cation design does not take traific and road conditions into
consideration. In other words, maneuvers of the same type are
classified using the same original features, the same feature
extraction/selection and the same classifiers. The original
features do not include traffic/road conditions. In other words,
the style classification 1s generic to traffic/road conditions.
The classification results are then adjusted using scaling fac-
tors that are functions of the traffic/road conditions. For
example, 1f the style classification of the Nth maneuver 1s
style (N), where style (At 1s a number representing a level of
sporty driving, the adjusted style can be:

Styleaﬂﬁusr(N) :SWIE(MK(TIHfﬁCmJEI(N) :RG adz’ndex (N))

(11)

Where (Tratfic,, , ,Road. . )isthescaling factorrelatedto
tratfic/road conditions.

Alternatively, the atlects of the traffic and road conditions

may be decoupled, for example by:

1

K(Tl’ﬂfﬁﬂ ROadz'nd’ex):a(TrafﬁCindax)B(RDadmdex) (1 2)

Indexn

The adjusted style 1s:

Style, g N)=Style(N) o« (Traflic,, ;... (V) p(Road,, 4.,
(V) (13)

The scaling factors are designed so that the sportiness level
1s increased for maneuvers under a heavier traffic and/or
worse road condition. For example, if the sportiness 1s divided
into five levels with 1 representing a conservative driving
style and 3 representing a very sporty driving style, than Style
(N)e{0 1, 2, 3, 4, 5} with O representing hard-to-decide pat-
terns. Therefore, one possible choice for the scaling factors
can be:

o (Traffic,, ,,.) = (14)

1, tor Traffic,,gex < Traffic;qp,

y . Traffic,, ... — ijﬁcﬁghr tor Traffi 'fcﬁghr <
k ' Traffic,, ;.. — Tmﬁfcﬂghr Traffic,, .. < Tmﬁichmw
B (Roadge:) = ()
(1, tor Road;,gex = Roadgppq
< . Roadpoq — RO yer for Roadyqq <
Roadysod — Roadpes = Roadiyger < Roadgsd

%,

Note that 1f style (V) =0, Szylemﬁm(N ) remains Zero.

Equation (14) or (15) will also work 11 the style character-
ization of the Nth maneuver outputs a confidence vector

instead of a scalar style(N)=[conf(0) conf(1) . . . conf(k)]’,
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where coni(1) 1s the confidence the classifier has in that input
pattern belongs to the class c,. In this case, the scaling factors
in equations (14) and (15) are no longer scalars, but matrixes.

The style characterization processor 52 can also use head-
way control behaviors to utilize the data corresponding to
three of the five maneuvers, particularly, vehicle following,
another vehicle cutting 1n, and preceding vehicle changing
lanes. The other two maneuvers, no preceding vehicle and the
subject vehicle changing lanes, are either of little concern or
involve more complicated analysis. As will be discussed
below, the maneuver identification processor 46 will identify
the maneuvers related to headway control and provide the
maneuver 1dentifier signals to the style classification proces-
sor 52.

The vehicle following maneuver can be broken down 1nto
three types of events based on the range rate, 1.¢., the rate
change of the following distance, which can be directly mea-
sured by a forward-looking radar or processed from visual
images from a forward-looking camera. Three types of events
are a steady-state vehicle following where the range rate 1s
small, closing 1n, where the range rate 1s negative and rela-
tively large, and falling behind, where the range rate 1s posi-
tive and relatively large. Thus, the data for vehicle following
can be portioned accordingly based on the range rate.

During steady-state vehicle following, the drivers main
purpose 1in headway control 1s to maintain his or her headway
distance of headway time, 1.e., the time to travel the headway
distance. Therelore, the acceleration and deceleration of the
subject vehicle mainly depends on the acceleration and decel-
eration of the preceding vehicle, while the headway distance/
time 1s a better reflection of the driver’s driving style. Hence,
the average headway distance, or headway time, the average
velocity of the vehicle, the traffic index Traffic, , and the
road condition index Road,, ., including the road type index
and ambient condition index, are used as the original features
in the classification. With these original features, various
feature extraction and feature selection techmiques can be
applied so that the resulting features can best separate pat-
terns of different classes. Various techniques can be used for
teature extraction/selection and are well know to those skilled
in the art. Since the original features, and thus the extracted
features, consist of only five features, all features can be
selected in the feature selection process. A neural network can
be designed for the classification where the network has an
input layer with five input neurons corresponding to the five
discriminants, a hidden layer and an output layer with 1
neuron. The output of the net ranges from 1-5, with 1 1ndi-
cating a rather conservative driver, 3 a typical driver and 5 a
rather sporty driver. The design and training of the neural
network 1s based on vehicle test data with a number of drivers
driving under various tratfic and road conditions.

During the closing-in period, the signals used for classifi-
cation are the range rate, the time to close the following
distance, 1.e., the range divided by the range rate, vehicle
acceleration/deceleration and vehicle speed. The decrease of
the following distance may be due to the deceleration of the
preceding vehicle or the acceleration of the subject vehicle.
Therefore, the style index should be larger 11 1t 1s due to the
acceleration of the subject vehicle. Because all of these sig-
nals are time-domain series, data reduction 1s necessary in
order to reduce the complexity of the classifier. One selection
of original features includes the minimum value of the head-
way distance, the minimum value of the range rate because
the range rate 1s now negative, the minimum value of the time
to close the gap, 1.e., the minimum headway distance/range
rate, the average speed, the average longitudinal acceleration,
and the traffic and road indexes. Similarly, a neural network
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can be designed with s1x neurons in the mput layer and one 1n
the output layer. Again, the design and training of the neural
network 1s based on vehicle test data with drivers driving
under various traific and road conditions.

The falling-behind event usually occurs when the subject
vehicle has not responded to the acceleration of the preceding
vehicle or the subject vehicle simply chooses to decelerate to
have a larger following distance. The former case may not
reflect the drivers style while the second case may not add
much value since the larger following distance will be used in
vehicle following. Hence, no further processing is necessary
for this event.

Another vehicle cutting 1n and preceding vehicle changing
lanes are two maneuvers that induce a sudden change 1n the
headway distance/time where the driver accelerates or decel-
erates so that the headway distance/time returns to his or her
desired value. The acceleration and deceleration during such
events can reflect driving style.

When another vehicle cuts 1n, the subject vehicle usually
decelerates until the headway distance/time reaches the
steady-state headway distance/time referred by the driver. A
more conservative driver usually decelerates faster to get
back to his/her comfort level quicker, while a sportier driver
has a higher tolerance of the shorter distance and decelerates
relatively slowly. Factors that contribute to the driver’s deci-
sion ol how {fast/slow to decelerate include the difference
between a new headway distance/time and his/her pretferred
headway distance/time, as well as vehicle speed and road
conditions. An exemplary selection of original features con-
sists of the difference between the new headway time, which
1s the headway time at the instant the cut-in occurs, and the
driver preferred headway time, 1.€., an average value from the
vehicle-following maneuver, the time to reach the preferred
headway time, which can be determined by the settling of the
headway time and range rate, the maximum range rate, the
maximum braking force, the maximum variation 1n speed
((average speed—minimum speed)/average speed), average
speed and the road condition index. Similarly, neural net-
works can be used for the classification.

When the preceding vehicle changes lanes, the following
distance suddenly becomes larger. A sportier driver may
accelerate quickly and close the gap faster, while a more
conservative driver accelerates slowly and gradually closes
the gap. Similar to the case above, the original features
include the difference between the new headway time, which
1s the headway time at the instance the preceding vehicle
changes out of the lane, and the drivers preferred headway
time, the time to reach the preferred headway time, the maxi-
mum range rate, the maximum throttle, the maximum varia-
tion and speed ((maximum speed-average speed)/average
speed), average speed, and the road condition index
Road., ., .. Again, neural networks can be designed for this
classification.

It 1s noted that although neural networks can be used as the
classification technique, the style characterization processor
52 can easily employ other techniques, such as fuzzy logic,
clustering, simple threshold-base logic, etc.

The maneuvers related to driver’s headway control behav-
ior show that the characteristic maneuvers can be properly
identified given various in-vehicle measurements, mncluding
speed, yaw rate, lateral acceleration, steering profile and
vehicle track using GPS sensors. Once a characteristic
maneuver 1s identified, key parameters can be established to
describe such a maneuver and the intended path can be recon-
structed. With this information available, the intended path
can be provided to a process maneuver model where human
commands of atypical driver can be generated. The maneuver
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model can be constructed based on a dynamic model of a
moderate driver. One example of a construction and use of
such a dynamic model 1s disclosed U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/398,932, titled Vehicle Stability Enhancement
Control Adaptation to Driving Skill, filed Apr. 6, 2006,
assigned to the assignee of this application and herein incor-
porated by a reference.

FIG. 14 1s a system 330 showing an example of such a
process maneuver model. Vehicle data from a vehicle 332 1s
collected to be qualified and 1dentified by a maneuver quali-
fication and identification processor 334. Once the data 1s
qualified and the maneuver 1s 1dentified, a maneuver index
and parameter processor 336 creates an index and further
identifies relevant parameters for the purpose of reconstruc-
tion of the intended path. These parameters can include the
range of yvaw rate, lateral acceleration the vehicle experienced
through the maneuver, vehicle speed, steering excursion and
the traific condition index Traffic,, . .. The maneuver mndex
processor 336 selects the appropriate maneuver algorithm
338 1n a path reconstruction processor 340 to reproduce the
intended path of the maneuver without considering the speci-
ficities of driver character retlected by the unusual steering
agility or excessive oversteer or understeer incompatible with
the intended path. The one or more maneuvers are summed by
a summer 342 and sent to a maneuver model processor 344.
Driver control command inputs including steering, braking
and throttle controls are processed by a driver input data
processor 346 to be synchronized with the output of the
maneuver model processor 344, which generates the corre-
sponding control commands of steering, braking and throttle
controls of an average driver. The control signal from the
maneuver model processor 344 and the driver mput data
processor 346 are then processed by a driver style diagnosis
processor 348 to detect the driving style at box 350.

FIG. 15 1s a block diagram of a system 360 showing one
embodiment as to how the driving style diagnosis processor
348 1dentifies the differences between the driver’s behavior
and an average driver. The maneuver model command inputs
at box 362 for the maneuver model processor 344 are sent to
a frequency spectrum analysis processor 364, and the driver
command inputs at box 366 from the driver input data pro-
cessor 346 are sent to a frequency spectrum analysis proces-
sor 368. The inputs are converted to the frequency domain by
the frequency spectrum analysis processors 364 and 368,
which are then sent to a frequency content discrepancy analy-
s1s processor 370 to determine the difference therebetween.
However, 1t 1s noted that other methodologists can be applied
to 1dentily the difference between the model and the com-
mands besides frequency domain analysis.

FI1G. 16 1s a graph with frequency on the horizontal axis and
magnitude on the vertical axis illustrating a situation where
behavioral differences are 1dentified through the variation of
the frequency spectrum. Given a headway control maneuver,
the driver may apply the brake 1n different ways according to
a specific driving style. While an average driver results 1n the
spectrum in one distribution, another driver, such as driver-A,
shows a higher magnitude in the low-frequency area and
lower magnitude 1n the high-frequency area. Driver-B shows
the opposite trend. The differences 1n these signal distribu-
tions can be used to determine the driving style of the specific
driver.

The difference in the frequency spectrum distribution can
be used as mputs to a neural network where properly traimned
persons can identily the proper style of the driver. The art of
using neural networks to 1dentily the driving style given the
differences of the frequency spectrum distribution i1s well-
known to those skilled 1n the art, and need not be discussed 1n
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turther detail here. In this illustration, a properly trained neu-
ral network classifier can successiully characterize driver-A
as conservative and driver-B as aggressive 11 the diflerence 1s
on the spectrum distribution 1s determined to have completed
a predetermined threshold.

The style characterization processor 52 classifies driving
style based on every single characteristic maneuver and the
classification results are stored 1n a data array 1n the style
profile trip-logger 54. In addition, the data array also contains
information such as the time mdex of the maneuver M, _, the
type of maneuver 1dentified by the identifier value M, ., the
traffic condition index Traffic, , . and the road condition
index Road,, , .. Theresults stored in the trip-logger 54 can be
used to enhance the accuracy and the robustness of the char-
acterization. To fulfill this task, the decision fusion processor
56 1s provided. Whenever a new classification result 1s avail-
able, the decision fusion processor 56 integrates the new
result with previous results in the trip-logger 34. Various
decision fusion techniques, such as a Bayesian fusion and
Dempster-Shater fusion, can be used and applied 1n the deci-
s10n fusion processor 56. To demonstrate how this works, a
simple example of weighted-average based decision 1s given
below.

The decision fusion based on a simple weighted average

can be given as:

Style oy (N) = (16)

>

o (Traffic, . (D))BROA e, (HYyM_ID(EAY ~ style(i)
f

i

Or equivalently:

Style fseqN) = o (17)

(Traffic;, (N )BROA e (N ))y(M_ID(N)) style(N) +

AStyle g (N — 1)

Where N 1s the time index of the most recent maneuver,
style(1) 1s the style classification result based on the ith
maneuver, 1.€., M_seq=1, x(Tratfic, , (1)) 1s a tratfic-related
weighting, p(Road,, ,. (1)) 1s a road condition related weight-
ing, v(M_ID(1)) 1s a maneuver-type related weighting, A 1s a
forgetting factor (0<<A=1) and k 1s the length of the time index
window for the decision fusion.

In one embodiment, traffic and road conditions have
already been considered in the style classification process, the
decision fusion may not need to incorporate their effect
explicitly. Therefore, «(Traffic, , (1)) and P(Road,, , (1))
can be chosen as 1. Moreover, 1f the classification results from
different maneuvers are compatible with one another,
v(M_ID(1)) can also be chosen as 1. The decision fusion can
then be simplified as:

StYIE e V) =Sty le(N 4 AStYle g N-1) (18)

Recommended values for the forgetting factors A are between
0.9 and 1, depending on how much previous results are val-
ued. Of course, the decision fusion can also take into consid-
eration traific, road and maneuver types and use the form of
equation (16).

As discussed above, the maneuver 1dentification processor
46 recognizes certain maneuvers carried out by the vehicle
driver. In one embodiment, the style classification performed
in the style characterization processor 52 1s based on a vehicle
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lane-change maneuver 1dentified by the processor 46. Lane-
change maneuvers can be directly detected or 1dentified if a
vehicles in-lane position 1s available. The in-lane position can
be dertved by processing information from the forward-look-
ing camera 20, or a DGPS with sub-meter level accuracy
together with the EDMAP 28 that has lane information.
Detection of lane changes based on vehicle in-lane position 1s
well-known to those skilled 1n the art, and therefore need not
be discussed 1n significant detail herein. Because forward-
looking cameras are usually available in luxury vehicles and
mid-range to high-range DGPS are currently rare 1 produc-
tion vehicles, the present invention includes a technique to
detect lane change based on common in-vehicle sensors and
GPS. Though the error 1n a GPS position measurement 1s
relatively large, such as 5-8 meters, 1ts heading angle mea-
surement 1s much more accurate, and can be used for the
detection of lane changes.

In a typical lane-change maneuver, a driver turns the steer-
ing wheel to one direction, then turns towards the other direc-
tion, and then turns back to neutral as he/she completes the
lane change. Since the vehicle yaw rate has an approximately
linear relationship with the steering angle in the linear region,
it exhibits a similar pattern during a lane change. Mathemati-
cally, the vehicle heading direction 1s the integration of
vehicle yaw rate. Therefore, 1ts pattern 1s a little different.
During the first half of the lane change when the steering
wheel 1s turning to one direction, the heading angle increases
in the same direction. During the second half of the lane-
change maneuver, the steering wheel 1s turned to the other
direction and the heading angle decreases back to approxi-
mately 1ts mitial position.

Theoretically, lane-change maneuvers can be detected
based on vehicle yaw rate or steering angle because the head-
ing angle can be computed from vehicle yaw rate or steering
angle. However, the common 1n-vehicle steering angle sen-
sors or yaw rate sensors usually have a sensor bias and noise
that limit the accuracy of the lane-change detection. There-
tore, vehicle heading angle 1s desired to be used together with
the steering angle or yaw rate. It can be recognized that a lane
change 1s a special type of a steering-engaged maneuver. To
keep the itegrity of the data associated with an 1dentified
maneuver, the system keeps recording and refreshing a cer-
tain period of data, such as T=2 s.

FI1G. 17 15 a flow chart diagram 90 showing an operation of
the maneuver 1dentification processor 46 for detecting lane-
change maneuvers, according to an embodiment of the
present invention. At a start block 92, the maneuver 1dentify-
ing algorithm begins by reading the filtered vehicle speed
signal v, the filtered vehicle yaw rate signal w and the filtered
vehicle heading angle @ from the signal processor 44. The
algorithm then proceeds according to its operation states
denoted by two Boolean varniables Start_flag and End_flag,
where Start_flag 1s initialized to zero and End_flag 1s 1nitial-
1zed to one. The algorithm then determines whether Start_flag
1s zero at block 94, and 1f so, the vehicle 10 1s not 1n a
steering-engaged maneuver. The algorithm then determines 1f
any steering activities have been mnitiated based on certain
conditions at block 96, particularly:

I11ax |(1)(I—TI)| gmsmdgﬂ@(f—m =@

(19)

sme !

I1 the conditions of the block 96 are met, the algorithm sets
Start_flag to one and End_flag to zero at box 98. The algo-
rithm then sets a starting time t_ . of the maneuver, and
defines the initial heading angle @, . and an initial lateral
position vy at box 100 as:

D, =D(1-T1)
V=l 7V (T Sin(@())dv

(20)
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If the conditions of the block 96 are not met, then the
vehicle 10 1s not mvolved 1n a steering-engaged maneuver
and Start_flag remains zero, where the process ends at block
102.

The algorithm then returns to the start block 92. If
Start_tlag 1s one at the block 94, as set at the block 98, the
vehicle 10 1s now 1n a steenng-engaged maneuver. If the
vehicle 10 1s 1 a steering-engaged maneuver, 1.€.,
Start_Flag=1, the algorithm then determines whether the
maneuver has been determined to be a curve-handling
maneuver. To do this, the algorithm determines whether the
maneuver 1identifier value M, ;1s one at block 104. It the value
M. , 1s not one at the block 104, then the maneuver has not
been determined to a curve-handling maneuver vet. The algo-
rithm then determines 1f the maneuver 1s a curve-handling
maneuver at block 106 by examining whether:

(22)
15 45°

|(1)(f) | :::?mmed|y| :éyfarge |(I](I)_(Dfni | :é(pfarge

In one non-limiting embodiment, w_ _,1s 15°, @
and y;,,..1s 10 m.

If all of the conditions at block 106 are met, then the
maneuver 1s a curve-handling maneuver and not a lane-
changing maneuver. The algorithm then will set the maneuver
identifier value M, , equal to one at block 108 to indicate a
curve-handling maneuver.

[1 all of the conditions are not met at the block 106, then the
algorithm updates the vehicle lateral position y at block 110
as:

large

y=y+v_ (5)*sm(D(1))*At (23)

Where At 1s the sampling time.
The algorithm then determines whether the maneuver 1s
complete at block 112 by:

D (=T, )-D,, | <D (24)

1121 small

Where 11 T,=T the maneuver 1s regarded as being complete.

I1 the condition of block 112 1s satisfied, then the algorithm
determines whether the following condition 1s met at block
114:

|D]|_4|§ysmaff

Wherey_ .15 4 m 1n one non-limiting embodiment to allow
an estimation error and t-— ~tstare o If the condition of the
block 114 1s met, the maneuver 1s 1dentiﬁed as a lane-change
maneuver, where the value M., 1s set to two and the time 15 set
to t_ . at box 116. Otherwise, the maneuver 1s discarded as a
non-characteristic maneuver, and the value M_ , 1s set to zero
at box 118. Start_tlag 1s then set to zero and End_{lag 1s set to
one at box 120.

I1 the maneuver identifier value M. ,1s one at the block 104,
the maneuver has been 1dentified as a curve-handling maneu-
ver and not a lane-change maneuver. The algorithm then

determines at box 122 whether:

(25)

max|o(-THI=w (26)

sl

If this condition has been met, then the curve-handling
maneuver has been completed, and the time 1s settot_, ,at box
124, Start_flag 1s set to zero and End_flag 1s set to one at the
box 120. The process then returns to the start box 92.

It 1s noted that the maneuver identifier processor 46 may
not detect some lane changes 11 the magnitude of the corre-
sponding steering angle/yvaw rate or heading angle 1s small,
such as for some lane changes on highways. The missed
detection of these types of lane changes will not degrade the
lane-change based style characterization since they resemble
straight-line driving.

As discussed herein, the present invention provides a tech-
nique utilizing sensor measurements to characterize a drivers
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driving style. Lane-change maneuvers imnvolve both vehicle
lateral motion and longitudinal motion. From the lateral
motion point of view, the steering angle, yaw rate, lateral
acceleration and lateral jerk can all reflect a drivers driving
style. The values of those signals are likely to be larger for a
sporty driver than those for a conservative driver. Similarly,
from the perspective of longitudinal motion, the distance 1t
takes to complete a lane change, the speed vaniation, the
deceleration and acceleration, the distance the vehicle 1s to its
preceding vehicle, and the distance the vehicle 1s to its fol-
lowing vehicle after a lane change also reflects the driver’s
driving style. These distances are likely to be smaller for a
sporty driver than those for a conservative driver. Conse-
quently, these sensor measurements can be used to classily
driving style. However, those signals are not suitable to be
used directly for classification for the following reasons.
First, a typical lane change usually lasts more than five sec-
onds. Therefore, the collected data samples usually amount to
a considerable size. Data reduction 1s necessary 1n order to
keep the classification efficient and economic. Second, the
complete time trace of the signals 1s usually not effective for
the classification because it usually degrades the classifica-
tion performance because a large part of it does not represent
the patterns and 1s simply noise. In fact, a critical design 1ssue
in classification problems is to derive/extract/select discrimi-
nant features, referred to as discriminants which best repre-
sent individual classes. As a result, the style characterization
processor 52 includes two major parts, namely a feature pro-
cessor and a style classifier, as discussed above.

The feature processor derives original features based on the
collected data, extracts features from the original features,
and then selects the final features from the extracted features.
The main objective of dertving original features 1s to reduce
the dimension of data input to the classifier and to derve a
concise representation of the pattern for classification. With
these original features, various feature extraction and feature
selection techniques can be used so that the resulting features
can best separate patterns of different classes. Various tech-
niques can be used for feature extraction/selection and are
well know to those skilled 1n the art. However, the derivation
of original features typically relies on domain knowledge.
The present invention derives the original features based on
engineering insights. However, the discussion below of deriv-

ing the original features, or original discriminates, should not
limit the invention as described herein.

The following original features/discriminants for classify-
ing a lane-change maneuver are chosen based on engineering
insights and can be, for example:

1. The maximum value of the yaw rate max(lw(t,, .t )l);

2. The maximum value of the lateral acceleration max(|c.,

(Csrare Tena));
3.’The maximum value of the lateral jerk max(a, (t,,,/1,,,2)
)

4. The distance for the lane change to be completed f,

v_(t)dt:;

. The average speed mean(v (t_, .t ));

6. The maximum speed varniation max(v_(t_. _:t_ .))-min
Vitsraretona)):

7. The maximum braking pedal force/position (or the
maximum deceleration);

8. The maximum throttle percentage (or the maximum
acceleration);

9. The minimum distance (or headway time) to 1ts preced-
ing vehicle (e.g., from a forward-looking radar/lidar or

camera, or from GPS with V2V communications);
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10. The maximum range rate to its preceding vehicle 1t
available (e.g., from a forward-looking radar/lidar or
camera, or ifrom GPS together with V2V communica-
tions); and

11. The mimmimum distance (or distance over speed) to the
following vehicle at the lane the vehicle changes to, 11 1t
1s available e.g., from a forward-looking radar/lidar or
camera, or from GPS with V2V communications).

Variations of the discriminant features listed above may be
known to those skilled in the art. Because the system 40 only
has access to information related to the discriminants 1-10
identified above, the corresponding classifier uses only dis-
criminants 1-10. Other embodiments, such as the systems 60
and 80, can use all of the discriminants.

Feature extraction and feature selection techniques can
then be applied to the original features/discriminants to derive
the final features/discriminates, which will be discussed in
turther detail below. One vector X [X,; X, . . . X;»/] Tor the final
discriminants can be formed corresponding to each lane-
change maneuver where 1 represents the ith lane-change
maneuver and N 1s the dimension of the final discriminants.
This discriminate vector will be the input to the classifier. As
mentioned before, various techmques can be used to design
the classifier, for example, fuzzy C-means (FCM) clustering.
In FMC-based classification, each class consists of a cluster.
The basic 1dea of the FCM-based classification 1s to deter-
mine the class of a pattern, which is represented by a discrimi-
nant vector, based on its distance to each pre-determined
cluster center. Therefore, the classifier first calculates the
distances:

D, =X~ V;;HEAZ(XI'_ Vi) A(X,~ Vk)T= l=k=C (27)

Where VK 1s the center vector of cluster k, A 1s an NxN matrix
that accounts for the shape of the pre-determined clusters, C
1s the total number of pre-determined clusters, such as C=3~5
representing the different levels of sporty driving. The cluster
centers Vk and the matrix A are determined during the design
phase.

Based on the distances, the algorithm further determines
the membership degree of the curved discriminant vector as:

| 28
I =k=C (25)

Mip, = -

(Dy | Dyj)?o= D
-1

J

Where m 1s a weighting index that 1s two 1n one non-limiting
embodiment.

The corresponding lane-change maneuvers are classified
as class j 1f:

Hy=max (py ) (1 =k=C) (29)

Alternatively, the classifier can simply use a hard partition
and classily the corresponding lane-change maneuver as the
class that yields the smallest distance, such as:

{,ufj-zl, if D =min( D, 1=k=0C) (30)

pi; =0, if Dy > min( Di, l=k=C)

For the style characterization processor 52 to operate prop-
erly, the cluster center Vx and the matrix A need to be prede-
termined. This can be achieved during the design phase based
on vehicle test data with a number of drivers driving under
various traific and road conditions. The lane changes of each
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participating driver can be recognized as described in the
maneuver 1dentifier processor 46 and the corresponding data
can be recorded by the data selection processor 48. For each
lane change, the discriminant vector X =[x, X, . .. X,»] canbe
derived.

Combining all of the discriminant vectors into a discrimi-
nant matrix X gives:

1'

X1 X2 XN (31)
X221  A22 X21
X = . . .
| AML XAL2 . AMN

The matrix A can be an NxN matrix that accounts for
difterence variances in the direction of the coordinate axes of

X as:

(1/0)* 0 0 (32)
0 (1/0)* ... 0
A = . . .
0 0 (1/on)

The cluster center can be determined by minimizing an
objective Tunction referred to as C—means functional as:

JXCUV) =20 2 ()X Vil (33)

The minimization of such a function 1s well known, and need
not be described in further detail herein. It 1s noted that
although fuzzy clustering 1s used as the classification tech-
nique 1n this embodiment for classifying the lane-change
maneuver, the present invention can easily employ other tech-
niques, such as fuzzy logic, neural networks, SOM, or thresh-
old-based logic.

The maneuver identification processor 46 can identify
other types of characteristic maneuvers. According to another
embodiment of the present invention, the maneuver 1dentifi-
cation processor 46 identifies left/right-turn maneuvers,
which refer to maneuvers where a vehicle turns from one road
to another that 1s approximately perpendicular. Leit/right-
turns usually occur at intersections and a vehicle may or may
not be fully stopped depending on the intersection traflic.
Left/right-turn maneuvers can be identified based on the driv-
ers steering activity and the corresponding change in vehicle
heading direction.

FIG. 18 1s a flow chart diagram 180 showing a process
performed by the maneuver identification processor algo-
rithm to identify a left/right-turn maneuver. In this non-lim-
iting example, left/right-turns are regarded as a special type of
steering-engaged maneuvers where left/right-turns are
accompanied with a relatively large maximum yaw rate or
steering angle and an approximately 90° change in vehicle
heading direction. To keep the integrity of the data associated
with the maneuver, the system keeps recording and refreshing
at a certain period, for example, T=2 s, of data.

In FIG. 18, the maneuver identifier algorithm begins with
reading the filtered vehicle speed signal v and the filtered yaw
rate signal to from the signal processor 44 at block 182. The
algorithm then proceeds according to its operation states
denoted by the two Boolean variables Start flag and
End_flag, where Start_{lag 1s initialized to zero and End-flag
1s in1tialized to one, If Start_flag 1s zero, then the vehicle 10 1s
not performing a steering-engaged maneuver. The algorithm
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determines whether Start_tlag 1s zero at block 84 and, 11 so,
determines whether w(t)Zw,_ _, at decision diamond 186,
where o, _ ;15 2° per second 1n one non-limiting embodiment.
If this condition 1s met, then the vehicle 10 1s likely entering
a curve or starting a turn, so Start_flag 1s set to one and
End_flag 1s set to zero at box 188. The algorithm then sets
timert_ _=t-"T, and computes the heading angle ®=m((t)xAt)
at box 190, where At 1s the sampling time.

If Start_flag 1s not zero at the block 184 meaning that the
vehicle 10 1s 1n a steering-engaged maneuver, the algorithm
then determines whether the maneuver has been completed.
Upon completion of the steering-engaged maneuver, the
algorithm determines whether the steering-engaged maneu-
ver was a left/nght-turn or a curve-handling maneuver at
block 192 by determining whether max(w(t-T:1))=w__ .,
where w__ ., 1s 1° 1n one non-limiting embodiment. It this
condition has been met, the steering-engaged maneuver has
been completed, so the algorithm sets Start_flag to zero,
End_flag to one and time t_, ~t-'T at box 194.

The algorithm then determines whether max(lw(t,,
L) )> 07, at block 196 and, 1t not, sets the 1dentitier value
M. , to zero at box 198 because the yaw rate 1s too small
indicating either the curve i1s too mild or the vehicle 10 1s
turning very slowly. Thus, the corresponding data may not
reveal much of a driving style, so the data 1s discarded. In one
non-limiting embodiment, w,,,., 1s 7° per second. If the con-
dition of the block 196 1s met, meaning that the curve is
significant enough, the algorithm determines whether 75°=—
®|=105° and determines whether time t__—~t_ <t , at the
decision diamond 200. In one non-limiting embodiment, time
thresholdt,, 1s 15 seconds. If both of these conditions are met,
then the algorithm determines that a left/right-turn has been
made and sets the maneuver value M, , to 2 at box 202.

If either ol these conditions has not been met at the decision
diamond 200, then the algorithm determines that the maneu-
ver 1s a curve-handling maneuver and not a left/right-turn
maneuver, and thus sets the maneuver value M, , to 1 at box
204 1indicating the curve-handling maneuver.

I1 the condition of block 192 has not been met, the vehicle
10 1s still 1n the middle of a relatively large yaw motion or
turn, and thus, the algorithm updates the heading angle at box
206 as D=0O+m(t)xAt. As the maneuver identification proces-
sor 46 determines the beginning and end of the maneuver, the
data selection processor 48 stores the corresponding data
segment based on the variables Start_flag, End_flag, t_, . and

tend'
The style classification consists of two processing steps,

namely feature processing that derives discriminant features
based on the collected data and classification that determines
the driving style based on the discriminants. The first step,
feature processing, reduces the dimension of the data so as to
keep the classifier efficient and the computation economic.
Feature processing 1s also critical because the effectiveness of
the classification depends heavily on the selection of the right
discriminants. These discriminants are then used as the input
to the classifier. Various classification techniques, such as
tuzzy logic, neural networks, self-organizing maps, and
simple threshold-based logic can be used for the style classi-
fication. The discriminants are chosen based on engineering
insights and decision tree based classifiers are designed for
the classification.

In this embodiment for classiiying a left/right-turn maneu-
ver, the style characterization processor 32 receives the
maneuver value M. ; as two from the maneuver identification
processor 46 and the style classification processor 52 selects
the corresponding process classification to process this infor-
mation. As above, the style characterization processor 32
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includes two processing steps. The left/right-turn maneuver
involves both lateral motion and longitudinal motion. The
lateral motion 1s generally represented by the steering angle,
the yaw rate and the lateral acceleration. Typically, the
sportier a driver 1s, the larger these three signals are. The
longitudinal motion 1s usually associated with the throttle and
braking mnputs and the longitudinal acceleration. Similarly,
the sportier the driver 1s, the larger these three signals can be.
Theretore, all s1x signals can be used for style classification.
Accordingly, the following original features/discriminants
can be chosen for classifying a left/rnght-turn maneuver:

1. The maximum lateral acceleration a.,, ,, ., =max(a,(t

tena)):

2. The maximum yaw rate o, _=max(w(t_ .t ));
3. The maximum longitudinal acceleration o, =max{c.

(tm rr: tend)) ;
4. The maximum throttle opeming Throttle =max

(Throttle(t,,,,1.,,)); and

5. The speed at the end of the turn v_(t_, ).

If the vehicle 10 starts turming without stopping fully (imin
(v (t., .t )))<2 m/s, the maximum braking force/position
Braking _=max(Braking(t_, :t_ ) and the minimum
speed min(v_(t_ :t_ ) during the turn are included as the
original features/discriminants.

For simplicity, the feature extraction and feature selection
processes can be removed and the original features can be
used directly as the final features/discriminates. These dis-
criminants can be mput to a decision tree for style classifica-
tion by the processor 52. Decision trees are classifiers that
partition the feature data on one feature at a time. A decision
tree comprises many nodes connected by branches where
nodes that are at the end of branches are called leaf nodes.
Each node with branches contains a partition rule based on
one discriminant and each leaf represents the sub-region cor-
responding to one class. The feature data representing the
left/right turns used for classification is labeled according to
the leaves 1t reaches through the decision tree. Therelore,
decision tress can be seen as a hierarchical way to partition the
feature data.

FIG. 19 shows a classification decision tree 210 including
nodes 212. A root node 214 of the tree has two branches, one
for turns from a stop and the other for turns without a stop. For
turns from a stop, the subsequent nodes employ the following

pal‘tltlon rules aymax<ay5maffl ’ aymaxgayfargel 3
Throttle

mar= Lhrottle, ..., andao., . =Zo, and for turns
without a full stop, the partition rules < matio:
A= targens Throttle,, , =Throttle,,,. and
Braking ,, , =Braking,,, ... The leaf nodes 216 at the end of
the branches 218 represent five driving classes labeled from 1
to 5 1n the order of increasing driving aggressiveness. Note
that all of the discriminants mentioned 1n the feature extrac-
tion are used 1n the exemplary decision tree 210. Further, the
decision tree can be expanded to include more discriminants.
The thresholds in the partition rules are predetermined
based on vehicle test data with a number of drivers driving,
under various traific and road conditions. The design and
tuning of decision-tree based classifiers are well-known to
those skilled 1n the art and turther details need not be provided
for a proper understanding. It 1s noted that although the deci-
s1on tree 1s used as the classification technique for classiiying
a left/nght-turn maneuver, the present invention can easily
employ other techniques, such as fuzzy logic, clustering and
threshold-based logic to provide the classification.
According to another embodiment of the present invention,
the maneuver 1dentification processor 46 i1dentifies a U-turn
maneuver. A U-turn maneuver refers to performing a 180°

rotation 1n order to reverse direction of tratfic. According to
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the traffic or geometric design, U-turn maneuvers can be
roughly divided into three types, namely, a U-turn from a
near-zero speed, continuous U-turns at the end of straight-line
driving and mterrupted U-turns at the end of straight-line
driving. The first type usually happens at intersections where
U-turns are allowed. The vehicle first stops at the intersection
and then conducts a continuous U-turn to reverse direction.
Because the vehicle starts from a near-zero speed and the
U-turn 1s a rather tight maneuver, such a U-turn may not be
alfective i providing a driver’s driving style.

The second type usually occurs when there 1s no traffic sign
and the opposite lane 1s available. This type of U-turn can
reveal a drivers driving style through the drivers braking
control and the vehicle deceleration right before the U-turn
and the vehicle yaw and lateral acceleration during the
U-turn. To perform a U-turn of the third type, the vehicle
would turn about 90° and then wait until the opposite lanes
become available to continue the U-turn.

The third type of U-turn may or may not be useful 1n
reviewing the drivers driving style depending on the associ-
ated traffic scenarios. For example, 11 the opposite traffic 1s
busy, the vehicle may need to wait 1n line and move slowly
during the large portion of the U-turn. In such situations, even
a sporty driver will be constrained to drive conservatively.

The present invention focuses mainly on the second type of
U-turn, 1.e., a continuous U-turn at the end of straight-line
driving. However, similar methodologies can be easily
applied to the other types of U-turns for the style character-
ization. A U-turn maneuver can be identified based on the
drivers steering activity 1n the corresponding change 1n the
vehicle heading direction.

An example of the recognition of a vehicle U-turn maneu-
vers, together with recognition of curve-handling maneuvers
can also be provided by the flow chart diagram 180. In this
example, the U-turn maneuver 1s regarded as a special type of
left/right-turn maneuver where the U-turn 1s accompanied
with a relatively large maximum yaw rate or steering angle
and an approximately 180° change 1n the vehicle heading
direction. To keep the integrity of the data associated with an
identified maneuver, the system keeps recording and refresh-
ing a certain period, for example, T=2 s, of data.

As with the left/right-turn maneuver discussed above, the
maneuver value M. =0 represents a non-characteristic
maneuver that will not be used for style characterization,
M. =1 1s for a curve-handling maneuver and M, =2 1s for a
U-turn maneuver. Instead of the range of 75°-105° for the
heading angle @ for the left/nght-turn maneuver at decision
diamond 200, it 1s determined whether the heading angle ® 1s
between 165° and 195° for the U-turn maneuver.

As discussed above, the style characterization processor 52
receives the maneuver identifier value M., , from the processor
46. A U-turn maneuver involves both lateral motion and the
longitudinal motion. The lateral motion 1s generally repre-
sented by the steering angle, the yaw rate and the lateral
acceleration. Typically, the sportier the driver 1s, the larger
these three signals can be. The longitudinal motion 1s usually
associated with throttle and braking inputs and the longitudi-
nal acceleration. Similarly, the sportier the driver, the larger
these signals typically are. Therefore, all six signals can be
used for style characterization in the processor 32.

The collected data 1s typically not suitable to be used
directly for style characterization because the collected data
consist of the time trace of those signals, which usually results
in a fair amount of data. For example, a typical U-turn maneu-
ver lasts more than five seconds. Therefore, with a 1.0 Hz
sampling rate, more than 50 samples of each signal would be
recorded. Therefore, data reduction 1s necessary i1n order to
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keep the classification efficient. Also, the complete time trace
of those signals 1s usually not effective for the characteriza-
tion. In fact, a critical design 1ssue 1n classification problems
1s to derive/extract/select discriminative features that best
represent individual classes.

Thus, the style characterization processor 52 includes a
teature processor and a style classifier. As mention above, the
feature processor derives original features based on the col-
lected data, extracts features from the original features and
then selects the final features from the extracted features.
Feature extraction tries to create new features based on trans-
formations or combinations of the original features and the
feature selection selects the best subset of the new features
derived through feature extraction. The original features are
usually dertved using various techniques, such as time-series
analysis and frequency-domain analysis. These techniques
are well-known to those skilled 1n the art. The present mnven-
tion describes a straight forward way to derive the original
discriminant features based on engineering insights.

For the six signals referred to above, the original discrimi-
nants for classifying a U-turn maneuver can be chosen as:

1. The maximum lateral acceleration a.,, ,,,,,=max(c. (t

Cona)):

2. The maximum yaw rate o, _=max(w(t__ 1t _ /));

STart:

-

3. The speed at the beginning of the U-turn v_(t_,  .);

4. The minimum speed during the U-turn v =min(v_
(Cstare tena))s

5. The speed at the end of the U-turn v_(t_, ));

6. The maximum braking force/position Braking _=max
(Braking(t ,,.:t,,,.));

7. An array of braking index BI,, ;,,,.=[BI, ... BI;. .. BIJ]
based on the distribution of the brake pedal position/
force;

8. The maximum longitudinal acceleration .,

(t.s'm F’I‘: tend)) ;
9. The maximum throttle opening Throttle =max

(Throttle(t,_, .t ,)); and
10. An array of throttle ndex 11, ,__, =TI, ... TIL. ..

I

based on the distribution of the throttle opening.

Each braking index BI, 1s defined as the percentage of the
time when the braking pedal position/force 1s greater than a
threshold B, .. That 1s, 1f the U-turn maneuver takes time T, __
seconds and during that period of time the braking pedal
position/force 1s greater than B,, . for T, seconds, then the
braking index BI=T,/T, , ,. Alternatively, the time T, . , can
be defined as a time when the braking 1s greater than the
braking threshold (Braking>B_, ), where the threshold B, 1s
smaller than the threshold B, .. Sitmilarly, each throttle index
TI. 1s defined as the percentage of the time when the throttle
opening ¢. 1s greater than a threshold o, .. Suitable examples
of the threshold a.,, ; can be 20%, 30%, 40%, 50% and 60% or
from 10% to 90% with a 10% 1interval in-between. In sum-
mary, the total number of discriminants for a U-turn maneu-
ver can be n=8+2N or more 1f additional discriminants, such
as traffic and road indexes, are included.

For each recognized vehicle U-turn maneuver, one set of
the original features 1s derived. This set of original features
can be represented as an original feature vector x, an n-di-
mension vector with each dimension representing one spe-
cific feature. This original feature vector serves as the mput
tor further feature extraction and feature selection processing.
Feature extraction tries to create new features based on trans-
formations or combination of the original features (discrimi-
nants), while feature selection selects the best subset of the
new features dertved through feature extraction.

Various feature extraction methods can be used for classi-
tying a U-turn maneuver, such as Principle Component

X IR

=—max(c.,
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Analysis (PCA), Linear Discriminant Analysis (LDA), Ker-
nel PCA, Generalized Discriminant Analysis (GDA), etc. In
one non-limiting embodiment, LDA 1s used, which 1s a linear
transformation where y=U"x, and where U is an n-by-n
matrix and y 1s an n-by-1 vector with each row representing
the value of the new feature. The matrix U 1s determined

off-line during the design phase. Note that the LDA transior-
mation does not reduce the dimension of the features.

To further reduce the feature dimension for improved clas-
sification elliciency and effectiveness, various feature selec-
tion techniques, such as Exhaustive Search, Branch-and-
Bound Search, Sequential Forward/Backward Selection and
Sequential Forward/Backward Floating Search, can be used.
The subset that yields the best performance 1s chosen as the
final features to be used for classification. For example, the

resulting subset may consist of m features corresponding to
the {i,i,...1 } (1=i,=1,= ... =1_=n) row of the feature
vector y. By writing the matrix U asu=[u, u, .. .u, | with each
vector being an n-by-1 vector, and then selecting only the
vectors corresponding to the best subset, yields W=[u,,
u.,...u, |,an M-by-N matrix. Combining the feature extrac-
tion and feature selection, the final features corresponding to
the original feature vector x can be derived as z=W”x.

The style characterization processor 52 then classifies the
driver’s driving style for the U-turn maneuver based on the
discriminant feature vector z. Classification techniques, such
as Tuzzy logic, clustering, neural networks (INN), support
vector machines (SVM), and simple threshold-based logic
can be used for style classification. In one embodiment, an
SVM-based classifier 1s used. The standard SVM 1s a two-
class classifier, which tries to find an optimal hyperplane, 1.¢.,
the so-called decision function, that correctly classifies train-
ing patterns as much as possible and maximizes the width of
the margin between the classes. Because the style classifica-
tion involves more than two classes, a multi-class SVM can be
employed to design the classifier. A K-class SVM consists of
K hyper-planes: {,(z)=w, z+b,, k=1,2, ..., kwhere w_and b,
are determined during the design phase based on the test data.
The class label ¢ for any testing data 1s the class whose
decision function yields the largest output as:

(34)

¢ = arg mfxf-!f(z)

= arg H?X(wkz + by ),

k=1,2,---, K

The feature extraction, feature selection and the K-class
SVM are designed ofi-line based on vehicle test data. A
number of drivers were asked to drive several instrumented
vehicles under various traffic conditions and the sensor mea-
surements were collected for the classification design. For
every vehicle U-turn maneuver, an original vector X can be
constructed. All of the feature vectors corresponding to
vehicle U-turn maneuvers are put together to form a traiming
matrix X=[v, v, ...vy;], where L 1s the total number of vehicle
U-turn maneuvers. Each row of the matrix X represents the
values of one feature variable while each column represents
the feature vector of a training pattern. The training matrix X
1s then used for the design of the style classification based on
vehicle U-turn maneuvers.

The feature extraction 1s based on LDA, a supervised fea-
ture extraction technique. Its goal 1s to train the linear data
projection Y=U’X such that the ratio of the between-class
variance to the within-class variance 1s maximized, where X
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1s an n-by-L matrix and U 1s an n-by-n matrix. Accordingly,
Y=[V, V¥, ...Y¥,] 1s an n-by-L. matrix, where the new feature
vector v, still consists of n features. Commercial or open-
source algorithms that compute the matrix U are available and
well-known to those skilled 1n the art. The inputs to those
algorithms include the training matrix X and the correspond-
ing class labels. In one embodiment, the class labels can be
1-5 with 1 indicating a conservative driver, 3 indicating a
typical driver and 5 being a sporty driver. In addition, a class
label O can be added to represent those hard-to-decide pat-
terns. The class labels are determined based on expert opin-
ions by observing the test data. The outputs of the LDA
algorithms include the matrix U and the new feature matrix'Y.

The feature selection 1s conducted on the feature matrix Y.
In this particular application, because the dimension of the
extracted features 1s relatively small, an Exhaustive Search
can be used to evaluate the classification performance of each
possibly combination of the extracted features. The new fea-
tures still consist of n features, and there are 2,_,”C’, possible
combinations of the n features. The Exhaust Search evaluates
the classification performance of each possible combination
by designing an SVM based on the combination and dertving,
the corresponding classification error. The combination that
yields the smallest classification error 1s regarded as the best
combination where the corresponding features {i, i, ...1 }
determine the matrix [u,, u,, . ..u, ]. Conveniently, the SVM
corresponding to the best feature combination 1s the SVM
classifier. Since commercial or open-source algorithms for
SVM designs are well-known to those skilled 1n the art, a
detailed discussion 1s not necessary herein.

It 1s noted that although SVM 1is used as the classification
technique 1n this embodiment, the present mnvention can eas-
1ly employ other techniques, such as fuzzy logic, clustering or
simple threshold-based logics for classitying U-turn maneu-
vers Similarly, other feature extraction and feature selection
techniques can be easily employed instead of the LDA and
Exhaustive Search.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
the maneuver identification processor 46 1dentifies a vehicle
passing maneuver. At the beginning of a vehicle passing
maneuver, the subject vehicle (SV), or passing vehicle,
approaches and follows a slower preceding object vehicle
(OV), which later becomes the vehicle being passed. If the
driver of the SV decides to pass the slower OV and an adjacent
lane 1s available for passing, the driver initiates the first lane
change to the adjacent lane and then passes the OV in the
adjacent lane. I1 there 1s enough clearance between the SV
and the OV, the driver of the SV may 1nitiate a second lane
change back to the original lane. Because the style character-
ization based on vehicle headway control behavior already
includes the vehicle approaching maneuver, the vehicle
approaching before the first lane change 1s not included as
part of the passing maneuver. As a result, the passing maneu-
ver starts with the first lane change and ends with the comple-
tion of the second lane change. Accordingly, a passing
maneuver can be divided into three phases, namely, phase one
consists of the first lane change to an adjacent lane, phase two
1s passing 1n the adjacent lane and phase three 1s the second
lane change back to the original lane. In some cases, the
second phase may be too short to be regarded as an indepen-
dent phase, and 1n other cases, the second phase may last so
long that 1t may be more approprnate to regard the passing
maneuver as two independent lane changes. This embodi-
ment focuses on those passing maneuvers where a second
phase 1s not too long, such as less than T, seconds.

The detection of a passing maneuver then starts with the
detection of a first lane change. The lane changes can be
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detected using vehicle steering angle or yaw rate together
with vehicle heading angle from GPS as described above for
the embodiment 1dentifying lane-change maneuvers. Alter-
natively, a lane change can be detected based on 1mage pro-
cessing from a forward-looking camera, well-known to those
skilled 1n the art.

The end of the first lane change 1s the start of the second
phase, 1.e., passing 1n the adjacent lane. The second phase
ends when a second lane change 1s detected. If the SV changes
back to 1ts original lane within a certain time period, such as
T,, seconds, the complete maneuver including all three of the
phases 1s regarded as a vehicle passing maneuver. I the SV
changes to a lane other than 1ts original lane, the complete
maneuver may be divided and marked as individual lane-
change maneuvers for the first and third phases. If a certain
time passes and the SV does not 1nitiate a second lane change,
the maneuver 1s regarded as uncompleted, however, the first
phase may still be used as an individual lane-change maneu-
Ver.

Based on the discussion above, FIG. 20 1s a flow chart
diagram 220 showing a process for identifying a vehicle
passing maneuver, according to an embodiment of the present
invention. To keep the integrity of the data associated with an
identified maneuver, the system keeps recording and refresh-
ing at a certain period, such as T=2 s, of data.

The maneuver 1dentifying algorithm begins with reading
the filtered vehicle speed signal v and the filtered vehicle yaw
rate signal o from the signal processor 44 at box 222. The
maneuver identitying algorithm then proceeds using the
Boolean variables Start_flag and End_{lag, where Start_flag
1s mitialized to zero and End_{flag 1s mitialized to one. The
algorithm then determines whether Start_flag 1s zero at block
224 to determine whether the vehicle 10 1s 1n a passing
maneuver. I Start_flag 1s zero at the block 224, then the
algorithm determines whether a lane change has started at
decision diamond 226 to determine whether the passing
maneuver has started, and 1f not, returns at box 228 for col-
lecting data. If the algorithm determines that a lane change
has started at the decision diamond 226, which may be the
first lane change 1n a passing maneuver, the algorithm sets

Start_flag to one, End_flag to zero, the phase to one and timer
T =tatbox 470.

If Start_flag 1s not zero at the block 224 meaning that the
maneuver has begun, then the algorithm determines whether
the maneuver 1s 1n the first phase at decision diamond 472. IT
the maneuver 1s in the first passing phase at the decision
diamond 472, then the algorithm determines whether a lane
change has been aborted at block 474. If the lane change has
not been aborted at the block 474, the algorithm determines
whether the lane change has been completed at block 476, and
il not returns to the block 228 for collecting data. If the lane
change has been completed at the block 476, the algorithm
sets the phase to two, the time t, ,,_~tand the timet, . =t+At
at box 478. If the lane change has been aborted at the block
474, meaning that the passing maneuver has been aborted,
then the algorithm sets the maneuver 1dentifier value M, , to
zero at box 480, and sets Start_flag to zero, End_{flag to one
and the phase to zero at box 482.

If the passing maneuver 1s not 1n the first phase at the
decision diamond 472, then the algorithm determines
whether the passing maneuver 1s in the second phase at deci-
sion diamond 484. If the passing maneuver 1s not n the
second phase at the decision diamond 484, the passing
maneuver 1s already 1n 1ts third phase, 1.¢., the lane change
back to the original lane. Therefore, the algorithm determines
whether this lane change has been aborted at the decision

diamond 486, and 11 so, sets the maneuver identifier value M.,
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to zero at the box 480, and Start_flag to zero, End_{lag to one
and phase to zero at the box 482.

If the lane change back has not been aborted at the decision
diamond 486, the algorithm determines whether the lane

change has been completed at decision diamond 488, and if °

not, returns to box 228 for collecting data. If the lane change
has been completed at the decision diamond 488, the algo-
rithm sets the maneuver identifier value M, , to one, time
ty,, ~t, time t__ =t and time t,_~t,_ ,at box 490, and

Stavrt

sets Start_{flag to zero, End_tlag to one and the phase to zero
at the box 482.

If the passing maneuver 1s 1n the second phase at the deci-
sion diamond 44, the algorithm determines whether there has
been a lane change back to the original lane at decision
diamond 492, and 1if so, sets the passing maneuver phase to
three, time t,_,, /=t and time t; ., ~t+At at box 494. If a lane
change back has not started at the decision diamond 492, then
the algorithm determines whether the condition time
t—t, . ~>T1, has been met at decision diamond 496, and 11 not,
returns to the box 228. If the condition of the decision dia-
mond 492 has been met, then too much time has passed for a
passing maneuver, and the algorithm sets the maneuver 1den-
titier value M, , to zero at box 498, and sets Start_tlag to zero,
End_tflag to one and the phase to zero at the box 482.

As the maneuver 1dentifier value M, , determines the begin-
ning and the end of a maneuver, the data selector 48 stores that
data corresponding to the maneuver based on the variables
Start_flag, End_flag, M_ .t __andt_ , When the maneuver
identifier value M. , 1s set for a vehicle passing maneuver, the
data collected 1s sent to the style characterization processor
52, and the dniver’s driving style for that maneuver 1s classi-
fied. The first and third phases of a vehicle passing maneuver
are lane changes. During a lane change, the sportier driver 1s
more likely to exhibit larger values in vehicle steering angle,
yaw rate, lateral acceleration and lateral jerk. Similarly, from
the perspective of a longitudinal motion, a sportier driver
usually completes a lane change in a shorter distance and
exhibits a larger speed vanation and deceleration/accelera-
tion, a shorter distance to 1ts preceding vehicle before the lane
change, and a shorter distance to the following vehicle after
the lane change. The second phase of a vehicle passing
maneuver, passing in the adjacent lane, involves mostly lon-
gitudinal control. A driver’s driving style can be revealed by
how fast he/she accelerates, the distance the vehicle traveled
during the second phase or the time duration, and the speed
difference between the subject vehicle and the object vehicle.

Accordingly, a number of discriminants for classifying a
passing maneuver can be selected based on this information.
For the first phase, 1.e., the first lane change, the original
discriminant features can be defined as:

1. The maximum value of the yaw rate: max(|lw(t__ :t,_ /)

);
2. The maximum value of lateral acceleration max(|c.,
() starstiend) ) .
3. The maximum value of lateral jerk max(lo.,(t, .+t o)
)
4. The distance for the lane change to be completed
R A (9
5. The average speed mean(lv_(t, . :t,_ JI);
6. The maximum speed variation max(lv (t, . ..t J)l)—

DIN( V() g7t o))

7. The maximum braking pedal force/position (or the
maximum deceleration);
8. The maximum throttle percentage (or the maximum

acceleration);
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9. The minimum distance (or headway time) to 1ts preced-
ing vehicle, 1.e., from a forward-looking radar/lidar or
camera, or ifrom GPS together with V2V communica-
tions;

10. The maximum range rate to its preceding vehicle 1f
available, 1.e., from a forward-looking radar/lidar or
camera, or ifrom GPS together with V2V communica-
tions; and

11. The mimnimum distance (or distance over speed) to the
following vehicle at the lane the vehicle changes to, 11 1t
1s available, 1.e., from side radar/camera, or GPS with
V2V communications.

For the second phase, the original discriminant features can

be:

1. The maximum throttle percentage max(Gthrottle(t,,
t,. ) (or longitudinal acceleration max(la, (t
ena)l):

2. The average throttle percentage;

3. The distance traveled f, v (t)dt; and

sran_‘

4. The maximum speed variation max({lv (t,_, 1, )l)—
0NV, (L))

For the third phase, 1.e., the second lane change, the origi-
nal features are similar to those for the first phase with t,
and t, . replaced with t,_._ . andt;_ . In addition, the total
distance the subject vehicle traveled during a passing maneu-
ver can also be added as a discriminant. In summary, the total
number of discriminants for one passing maneuver can be
n=10+4+10+1=25 orn=11+4+11+1=2"7 11 the distance to the
tollowing vehicle 1s available.

For each recognized vehicle passing maneuver, one set of
the original features 1s derived. This set of original features
can be represented as an original feature vector x, an n-di-
mension vector with each dimension representing one spe-
cific feature. This original feature vector serves as the mput
for further feature extraction and feature selection processing.

As mentioned above, various feature extraction methods
can be used for classilying a passing maneuver, such as Prin-
ciple Component Analysis (PCA), Linear Discriminant
Analysis (LDA), Kemel PCA, Generalized Discriminant
Analysis (GDA), etc. In one non-limiting embodiment, LDA
is used, which is a linear transformation where y=U"x, and
where U 1s an n-by-n matrix and y 1s an n-by-1 vector with
cach row representing the value of the new feature. The
matrix U 1s determined off-line during the design phase.

To further reduce the feature dimension for improved clas-
sification efficiency and effectiveness, feature selection tech-
niques are applied to find the subset that yields the best
performance 1s chosen as the final features to be used for
classification. For example, the resulting subset may consist
of m features corresponding to the {i, i, . . .1} (1=1,=
1,= ... =1_=n) row of the feature vector y. By writing the
matrix U as u=[u, u, . ..u | with each vector being an n-by-1
vector, and then selecting only the vectors corresponding to
the best subset, yields W=[u,, u,, .. .u, |, an m-by-n matrix.
Combining the feature extraction and feature selection, the
final features corresponding to the original feature vector x
can be derived as Z=W'x.

The style characterization processor 52 then classifies the
driver’s driving style based on the discriminant feature vector
z. Classification techniques, such as tuzzy logic, clustering,
neural networks (NN), support vector machines (SVM), and
simple threshold-based logic can be used for style classifica-
tion. In one embodiment, an SVM-based classifier 1s used.
Because the style classification involves more than two
classes, a multi-class SVM can be employed to design the
classifier. A K-class SVM consists of K hyper-planes:
t,(z)=w,z+b,, k=1, 2, . .., k where w, and b, are determined

2start
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during the design phase based on the test data. The class label
¢ for any testing data 1s the class whose decision function
yields the largest output as:

¢ = arg max fx(z) (35)
= arg H?K(Wk2+bk)g
k=1,2,-,K

The feature extraction, feature selection and the K-class
SVM are designed ofi-line based on vehicle test data. A
number of drivers were asked to drive several instrumented
vehicles under various traffic conditions and the sensor mea-
surements were collected for the classification design. For
every vehicle passing maneuver, an original feature vector x
can be constructed. All of the feature vectors corresponding to
vehicle passing maneuvers are put together to form a training,
matrix X=[X, X, ...X; |, where L 1s the total number of vehicle
passing maneuvers. Each row of the matrix X represents the
values of one feature variable while each column represents
the feature vector of a training pattern. The training matrix X
1s then used for the design of the style classification based on

vehicle passing maneuvers.

The feature extraction 1s based on LDA, a supervised fea-
ture extraction technique. Its goal 1s to train the linear data
projection y=U”X such that the ratio of the between-class
variance to the within-class variance 1s maximized, where X
1s an N-by-L matrix and U 1s an N-by-N matrix. Accordingly,
Y=[v, Vv, ...vy;]1s an N-by-L matrix, where the new feature
vector v, still consists of n features. Commercial or open-
source algorithms that compute the matrix U are available and
well-known to those skilled 1n the art. The inputs to those
algorithms include the training matrix X and the correspond-
ing class labels. In one embodiment, the class labels can be
1-5 with 1 indicating a conservative driver, 3 indicating a
typical driver and 5 being a sporty driver. In addition, a class
label 0 can be added to represent those hard-to-decide pat-
terns. The class labels are determined based on expert opin-
ions by observing the test data. The outputs of the LDA
algorithms include the matrix U and the new feature matrix Y.

The feature selection 1s conducted on the feature matrix Y.
In this particular application, because the dimension of the
extracted features 1s relatively small, an Exhaustive Search
can be used to evaluate the classification performance of each
possibly combination of the extracted features. The new fea-
tures still consist of n features, and there are X, _,”C’ possible
combinations of the n features. The Exhaust Search evaluates
the classification performance of each possible combination
by designing an SVM based on the combination and deriving,
the corresponding classification error. The combination that
yields the smallest classification error 1s regarded as the best
combination where the corresponding features {i, i, ...1,}
determine the matrix [y,, u, ...u, ]. Conveniently, the SVM
corresponding to the best feature combination 1s the SVM
classifier. Since commercial or open-source algorithms for
SVM designs are well-known to those skilled in the art, a
detailed discussion 1s not necessary herein.

It 1s noted that although SVM 1is used as the classification
technique 1n this embodiment for classiiying passing maneu-
vers, the present mvention can easily employ other tech-
niques, such as tuzzy logic, clustering or simple threshold-
based logic. Similarly, other feature extraction and feature
selection techniques can be easily employed instead of the

LDA and E

Exhaustive Search.
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According to another embodiment of the present invention,
the maneuver identification processor 46 also 1dent1ﬁes char-
acteristic maneuvers of vehicles at highway on/ofl ramps.
Typical lighway on-ramps start with a short straight entry,
continue to a relatively tight curve, and then end with a lane
merging. Typical highway ofl

-ramps start with a lane split as
the entry portion, continue to a relatively tight curve, and then
a short straight road portion and end at a tratfic light or a stop
sign. Although highway on/ofl ramps without a curve portion
do exist, most maneuvers at highway on/off ramps involve
both curve-handling and a relatively long period of accelera-
tion or deceleration. Consequently, maneuvers at highway
on/off ramps can be 1dentified based on steering activities, or
vehicle yaw motion, and the corresponding change 1n the
vehicle speed.

An example of a process for identifying highway on/ofl-
ramp maneuvers 1s shown by flow chart diagram 230 1n FIGS.
21A and 21B, according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In this example, the entry portion of the on/off
ramp 1s 1gnored. That 1s, on/ofl ramp maneuvers start with
curve handling and vehicle yaw motion, or other steering
activities, to determine the start of the maneuver. The on-
ramps are determined based on the speed vanation after the
curve portion and the off-ramps are determined based on the
speed variation during and after the curve portion. To keep the
integrity of the data associated with an 1dentified maneuver,
the process keeps recording and refreshing at certain periods,
such as T=2 s, of data. Alternately, 11 the vehicle 1s equipped
with a forward-looking camera or a DGPS with an enhanced
digital map, the information can be incorporated or used
independently to determine when the vehicle 1s at a mghway
on/off ramp. Usage of that information for the determination
of highway on/off ramps 1s straight forward and well-known
to those skilled 1n the art.

Returning to FIGS. 21 A and 21B, the maneuver identifier
processor 46 begins by reading the filtered vehicle speed
signal v and the filtered vehicle yaw rate signal o from the
signal processor 44 at box 232. The maneuver identifier algo-
rithm then proceeds using the Boolean variables Start_{flag,
End_flag and End_curve_flag, where Start_flag 1s mnitialized
to zero, End_flag 1s initialized to one and End_curve_tlag 1s
initialized to one. The algorithm determines whether
Start_flag 1s zero at decision diamond 234 to determine
whether the vehicle 10 1s in a highway on/oif ramp maneuver.
It Start_flag 1s zero at the decision diamond 234, then the
algorithm determines whether the condition w(t)Zw, _ , has
been met at decision diamond 236, where w___  can be 2° per
second 1in one non-limiting embodiment to determine
whether the vehicle 10 1s likely entering the curve or starting
to turn. If the condition of the decision diamond 236 1s not
met, then the algorithm returns at block 238 to collecting the
data. If the condition of the decision diamond 236 1s met,
meaning that the vehicle 1s entering a curve or starting a turn,
the algorithm sets Start_tlag to one, End flag to zero,
End_curve_flag to zero, timer t_, _=t-T, and the maneuver

Start

identifier value M, , to zero at block 240. The algorithm then
returns at the block 238 to collecting data.

If Start_flag 1s not zero at the decision diamond 234, mean-
ing that the vehicle 10 1s 1n a potential highway on/off ramp
maneuver, then the algorithm determines whether End_ cur-
ve_1lag 1s zero at decision diamond 242. ITf End_curve_{flag 1s
zero at the decision diamond 242, meaning that the vehicle 10
1s 1n the curve portion of the potential on/ofl ramp maneuver,
the algorithm then determines whether the curve portion
maneuver has been completed. Particularly, the algorithm
determines whether the condition max(w(t-T:t))=w__ ., has
been met at decision diamond 244, and 11 so, meaning that the
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curve portion maneuver has been completed, sets End_cur-
ve_flag to one and time t__, . ..~t—1 at block 246. In one
non-limiting embodiment, w_,_ ., 1s 1° per second.

The algorithm also determines vehicle speed information,
particularly, whether the condition v _(t)-v (t_ )=-v_ 18
met at decision diamond 248, and if so, meaning that the
curve portion 1s possibly part of an off-ramp maneuver, sets
the maneuver identifier value M, , to 2 at box 250. If the
conditions of the decision diamonds 244 and 248 are not met,
then the algorithm returns to collecting data at block 238
where the vehicle 10 1s still 1n the middle of a relatively large
yaw motion and thus, the processor 46 waits for the next data
reading. If the condition of the decision diamond 248 1s not
met, the curve-handling maneuver might be part of an on-
ramp maneuver, where the maneuver identifier value M.,

stays at zero. In one non-limiting example, the speed v, _can
be 25 mph.

If End_curve_flag 1s one at the decision diamond 242,
meaning that the curve portion has been completed, the algo-
rithm determines whether time t-t_,, ..~ 1;,.. at block
252, for example, T,,,,.,=30 s. If this condition 1s met, the
potential on/off ramp maneuver has not ended after a rela-
tively long time, so the maneuver 1s discarded by setting the
maneuver 1dentifier value M, , to zero at box 254 and setting,
Start_flag to zero and End_tlag to one at box 256.

If the condition of the block 252 1s not met, the algorithm
determines whether the maneuver has been 1dentified as an
off-ramp maneuver by determining whether the maneuver
identifier value M, , 1s two at decision diamond 258. If the
maneuver identifier value M, , 1s one or zero, the on-ramp
maneuver ends when the increase in the vehicle speed
becomes smaller. Theretore, 1f the maneuver 1dentifier value
M. ., 1s not two at the decision diamond 258, the algorithm
determines whether the speed condition v _(t)-v (t-
al)=v_ . 1s met at decision diamond 260, where a1 1s 10 s
and v_ _ . 1s 5 mph 1n one non-limiting example. I this con-
dition 1s not met, meaning the on-ramp maneuver has not
ended, then the algorithm returns to the block 238.

If the condition of the decision diamond 260 has been met,
the algorithm determines whether the speed conditions v_(t—
DZV,,.. and v (t=T1)=v (t ., )=V, have been met at deci-
sion diamond 262. In one non-limiting embodiment, vV, 18
55 mph and v, 1s 20 mph. If both of the conditions of the
decision diamond 262 have been met, then the maneuver 1s
truly an on-ramp maneuver. The algorithm sets the maneuver
identifier value M, , to one 1dentifying an on-ramp maneuver
and sets time t,,_~t—T at box 264, and Start_flag to zero and
End_tlag to one at the box 256 and returns at the block 238. If
the condition of the decision diamond 262 has not been met,
the maneuver 1s not an on-ramp maneuver, so the maneuver 1s
discarded by setting the maneuver identifier value M., to zero
at the box 254, and Start_{lag to zero and End_flag to one at
the box 256, and returning at the block 238.

If the maneuver 1dentifier value M. ; 1s two at the decision
diamond 258, the off-ramp maneuver ends if the vehicle
speed v 1s very small. Therefore, the algorithm determines
whether the speed condition v _(t-T:t)=v__ .. 1s met at deci-
sion diamond 266, where v__ ., 1s 3 mph 1n one non-limiting
example. If this condition of the decision diamond 266 has
been met, meaning that the off-ramp maneuver has ended,
then the algorithm sets time t,, ~t—T atbox 268, Start_{lag to
zero and End_{flag to one at box 256, and returns at the block
238.

If the condition of the decision diamond 266 has not been
met, the algorithm determines whether the speed has not gone
down enough to indicate that the maneuver 1s not an off-ramp
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maneuver by determining whether the speed condition
v .(t)>v (t ., . )+10 mph has been met at decision dia-
mond 270. If this condition is met, meaning that the speed is
too high for the maneuver to be an off-ramp maneuver, the
maneuver identifier value M. , 1s set to zero at box 272, and
Start_tlag 1s set to zero and End_{lag is set to one at the box
256, and the algorithm returns at the block 238. If the condi-
tion of the decision diamond 270 has not been met, meaning
that the potential off-ramp maneuver has not been completed,
then the algorithm returns at the block 238.

As the maneuver identifier processor 46 determines the
beginning and the end of a maneuver, the data selection pro-
cessor 48 stores the corresponding data segment based on the
variables Start_tlag, End_flag, t__ _andt_ .

Highway on/off-ramp maneuvers involve both curve-han-
dling and a relatively large speed increase/decrease. In gen-
eral, the sportier a driver 1s, the larger the lateral acceleration
and the yaw rate are on the curves. Similarly, the sportier a
driver 1s, the faster the speed increases at an on-ramp. How-
ever, at an olf-ramp, a conservative driver may decelerate fast
at the beginning to have a lower speed while a sportier driver
may postpone the deceleration to enjoy a higher speed at the
off-ramp and then decelerate fast at the end of the off-ramp. In
addition, a sportier driver may even engage throttle at an
off-ramp to maintain the desired vehicle speed. Thus, the
steering angle, vaw rate and the lateral acceleration can be
used to assess sportiness of the curve-handling behavior at an
on/off-ramps and vehicle speed, longitudinal acceleration,
throttle opening and brake pedal force/position can be used to
assess the driver’s longitudinal control.

However, the data collected consists of the time trace ofthe
signals, which usually results in a fair amount of data. For
example, a typical on/olf-ramp maneuver lasts more than 20
seconds. Therefore, with a 10 Hz sampling rate, more than
200 samples of each signal would be recorded. Thus, data
reduction 1s necessary 1n order to keep the classification effi-
cient. Further, the complete time trace of the signals 1s usually
not atfective for the classification. In fact, a critical design
1ssue 1n classification problems 1s to extract discriminate fea-
tures, which best represent individual classes. As a result, the
style characterization processor 52 may include a feature
processor and a style classifier, as discussed above.

As discussed above, the feature processor involves three
processing steps, namely, original feature dertvation, feature
extraction and feature selection. The orniginal features are
usually derived using various techniques, such as time-series
analysis and frequency-domain analysis, which are well
understood to those skilled in the art. The present invention
proposes a non-limiting technique to derive the original fea-
tures based on engineering 1insights.

For on-ramp maneuvers, the original features include the
maximum lateral acceleration, the maximum yaw rate, the
average acceleration, the maximum throttle opening and an
array of throttle indexes 11, . =[TI, ...TI ... TI,,] based
on the distribution of the throttle opening. Each throttle index
T1. 1s defined as the percentage at the time when the throttle
opening a 1s greater than a threshold ., .. That 1s, 11 the
on-ramp maneuver takes T, . , seconds and during that time
period the throttle opening 1s greater than o, , (0<a,, <100%)
for T, seconds, then the throttle index TI=T./T, , ,. Examples
ofthe thresholds[c.,,, ..., ..., ] caninclude [20% 30%
40% 50% 60%] or from 10% to 90% with a 10% interval 1n
between. Alternatively, T, _ ,can be defined as the time when
a.>d.,, , where a;, should be smallerthan a,,, or1=1,2, ..., N.

For off-ramp maneuvers, the original features include the
maximum lateral acceleration, the maximum yaw rate, the
average deceleration, the maximum braking pedal position/
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force and an array of braking indexes BI,,.,..=[Bl, . . .
BI. . . . Bl,] based on the distribution of the brake pedal

position/force. Similar to the throttle index T1,, the braking
index BI. 1s defined as the percentage of the time when the
braking pedal position/force b 1s greater than a threshold b, ..

For each recognized on/off-ramp maneuver, one set of the
original features 1s dertved. This set of original features can be
represented as an original feature vector X, an n-dimension
vector with each dimension representing one specific feature.
This original feature vector serves as the mput for further
feature extraction and feature selection processing. Feature
extraction tries to create new features based on transforma-

tions or combination of the original features (discriminants),
while feature selection selects the best subset of the new
teatures derived through feature extraction.

Various feature extraction methods can be used, such as
Principle Component Analysis (PCA), Linear Discriminant
Analysis (LDA), Kemel PCA, Generalized Discriminant
Analysis (GDA), etc. In one non-limiting embodiment, LDA
is used, which is a linear transformation where y=U"x, and
where U 1s an n-by-n matrix and y 1s an n-by-1 vector with
cach row representing the value of the new feature. The
matrix U 1s determined off-line during the design phase.
Because the original features for highway on-ramp and ofl-
ramp maneuvers are diflerent, the feature extraction would
also be different. That1s, the matrix U for on-ramp maneuvers
would be different from the matrix U for off-ramp maneuvers.

To turther reduce the feature dimension for improved clas-
sification efficiency and effectiveness, feature selection tech-
niques, such as Exhaustive Search, can be used. The subset
that yields the best performance 1s chosen as the final features
to be used for classification. For example, the resulting subset
may consist of m features corresponding to the {i, toi,...1i_}
(1=1,=1,= . . . =1_=n) row ol the feature vector y. By
writing the matrix U asu=[u, u, ... u, | with each vector being,
an n-by-1 vector, and then selecting only the vectors corre-
sponding to the best subset, yields W=[u,; u,, ... u, |, an
M-by-N matrix. Combining the feature extraction and feature
selection, the final features corresponding to the original fea-
ture vector x can be derived as z=W’x. Once again, the matrix
W for on-ramp maneuvers would be different from that for
off-ramp maneuvers.

The style characterization processor 52 then classifies the
driver’s driving style based on the discriminant feature vector
z. Classification techmiques, such as fuzzy logic, clustering,
neural networks (NN), support vector machines (SVM), and
simple threshold-based logic can be used for style classifica-
tion. In one embodiment, an SVM-based classifier 1s used. A
K-class SVM consists of K hyper-planes: {,(z)=w, z+b,, k=1,
2, ...,k where w, and b, are determined during the design
phase based on the test data. The class label ¢ for any testing
data 1s the class whose decision function yields the largest
output as:

(36)

¢ = arg max fx(z)

= arg Hia}i(wkz + by ),

k=1,2,---,K

The SVM parameters for on-ramp maneuvers are different
from those for off-ramp maneuvers.

The feature extraction, feature selection and the K-class
SVM are designed off-line based on vehicle test data. A
number of drivers were asked to drive several instrumented
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vehicles under various traffic conditions and the sensor mea-
surements were collected for the classification design. High-
way on/off-ramp maneuvers are recognized using the maneu-
ver 1dentification algorithm discussed above. For every
on/off-ramp maneuver, an original feature vector X can be
constructed. The feature vector corresponding to all the on-
ramp maneuvers are put together to form a training matrix
X =%y, X, ...%X;. |, where L_,_ 1s the total number of
on-ramp maneuvers. Each row of the matrix X _  represents
the values of one feature variable while each column repre-
sents the feature vector of a training pattern. Similarly, the
feature vectors corresponding to all of the off-ramp maneu-
vers form the training matrix X =X, X5, +. . . X7 4. The
training matrix X_  1s used for the design of the style classi-
fication based on on-ramp maneuvers while the training
matrix X 1s for the design based on the off-ramp maneuvers.
Because the design process 1s the same for both maneuvers,
X=X, X, ...X;] 1s used to represent the training matrix.
For the design of the LDA-based feature extraction, the
goal is to train the linear data projection Y=U”X such that the
ratio of the between-class variance to the within-class vari-
ance 1s maximized, where X 1s an N-by-L training matrix, 1.e.,
X,, for the on-ramp maneuver and X . for the off-ramp
maneuvers, and the transform matrix U 1s the result of the
training. Commercial or open-source algorithms that com-
pute the matrix U are available and well-known to those
skilled 1n the art. The mputs to those algorithms include the
training matrix X and the corresponding class labels. In one
embodiment, the class labels can be 1-5 with 1 indicating a
conservative driver, 3 indicating a typical driver and 5 being a
sporty driver. In addition, a class label 0 can be added to
represent those hard-to-decide patterns. The class labels are
determined based on expert opinions by observing the test

data. The outputs of the LDA algorithms include the matrix U
and the new feature matrix Y.

The feature selection 1s conducted on the feature matrix Y.
In one embodiment, an Exhaustive Search 1s used to evaluate
the classification performance of each possibly combination
of the extracted features. The new features still consist of n
features, and there are X,_,” C’, possible combinations of the
n features. The Exhaustive Search evaluates the classification
performance of each possible combination by designing an
SVM based on the combination and deriving the correspond-
ing classification error. The combination that yields the small-
est classification error i1s regarded as the best combination
where the corresponding features {i, i, ...1,} determine the
matrix [u, u,...u, ]. Conveniently, the SVM corresponding
to the best feature combination 1s the SVM classifier. Since
commercial or open-source algorithms for SVM designs are
well-known to those skilled 1n the art, a detailed discussion 1s
not necessary herein.

It 1s noted that although SVM 1s used as the classification
technique, the present invention can easily employ other tech-
niques, such as fuzzy logic, clustering or simple threshold-
based logics. Similarly, other feature extraction and feature
selection techniques can be easily employed in lieu of the
LDA and Exhaustive Search.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
the maneuver 1dentification processor 46 1dentifies a vehicle
launching maneuver, which 1s the maneuver where a vehicle
starts from a near-zero speed. Reliable indicators of vehicle
launching maneuvers include an increasing vehicle speed and
a persistently positive longitudinal acceleration. Therefore,
measurements of vehicle speed and/or vehicle longitudinal
acceleration can be used to detect or identify a vehicle launch-
ing maneuver. If vehicle longitudinal acceleration i1s not
directly measured, the acceleration can be computed by dii-
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ferentiating vehicle speed measurements. The maneuver
identification processor 46 1s only activated to detect a vehicle
launching maneuver when the gear 1s shifted to drive.

FIG. 22 15 a flow chart diagram 510 showing a process for
identifying a vehicle launching maneuver, according to an
embodiment of the present invention. To keep the integrity of
the data associated with an identified maneuver, the system
keeps recording and refreshing at a certain period, such as
1=2 s, of data.

The maneuver 1dentiiying algorithm begins by reading the
filtered vehicle speed signal v, and the vehicle longitudinal
acceleration signal a, from a longitudinal accelerometer or by
differentiating vehicle speed measurements at box 512. The
maneuver 1dentifying algorithm then proceeds according to
its operational states denoted by the Boolean wvariable
Start_flag and End_flag, where Start_{flag 1s initialized to zero
and End_flag 1s mitialized to one. The algorithm then deter-
mines whether Start_{flag 1s zero at block 514 to determine
whether the vehicle 1s 1n a vehicle launching maneuver. I
Start_tlag 1 zero, then the vehicle 10 1s not 1n a vehicle launch-
Ing maneuver.

The algorithm then determines 11 the vehicle has started a
vehicle launching maneuver by determinming whether the con-
ditions of decision diamond 3516 have been met, namely,
v (t—t, -At)<v_,, v_(t-t,:t)=v,, and mean(c. (t-t,:t))>c., ;. In
one non-limiting embodiment, t, 1s a time window of about 1
s, At 1s the sampling time of the speed measurements, and v,
and o, , are predetermined thresholds, such as v,,=2 m/s and
a,,,=0.05 nm/s”. If all of the conditions of the decision dia-
mond 516 have been met, then the vehicle 10 has started
launching, so the algorithm sets Start_fag to one and End_flag
to zero at box 518. The algorithm then determines a starting
time t_,_ . at box 520, and proceeds to collect further data at
box 528. If the conditions of the decision diamond 516 are not
met, the vehicle 10 1s not in a launching maneuver, and the
process goes to the box 528 for collecting data.

It the Start_flag 1s not zero at the block 514 where the
vehicle 10 has been 1dentified to be 1n a vehicle launching,
maneuver, the algorithm determines whether the vehicle
launching maneuver has been completed by determining
whether the longitudinal acceleration 1s within a small thresh-
old, such as ., ,=0.02 m/s* during the last time t,s. To deter-
mine this, the algorithm determines whether mean(c., (t—
t,:1))<a,,, at decision diamond 522. If this condition 1s met at
the decision diamond 522, then the vehicle launching maneu-
ver has been completed, and the algorithm sets Start flag
equal to zero and End_{lag equal to one at box 524, and sets
the time t_,_~t—t, at box 526. I the condition of the decision
diamond 522 has not been met, the vehicle 10 1s still in the
vehicle launching maneuver, so the algorithm proceeds to the
block 528 to collect more data. As the maneuver algorithm
determines the beginning and the end of the vehicle launching
maneuver, the data selection processor 48 stores a corre-
sponding data segment based on Start_tlag, End_flag, t_, .
and t_, ..

FI1G. 23 1s atlow chart diagram 530 showing a process used
by the data selection processor 48 for storing the data corre-
sponding to a particular vehicle launching maneuver. The
flow chart diagram 530 1s similar to the flow chart diagram
130 discussed above, where like steps are identified by the
same reference numeral. In this embodiment for the vehicle
launching maneuver, 1f the End_{flag 1s one at the block 142
because the vehicle launching maneuver has been completed,
and the varniable old_Start_tlag 1s set to zero at the box 144,
the algorithm determines whether the launching maneuver
was a straight-line launching maneuver or a launching
maneuver accompanied by a relatively sharp turn at decision
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diamond 532. In one embodiment, the algorithm determines
if the launching maneuver 1s also a left or right turn based on
the yaw rate signal to and its integration q):ffr f’”‘f w(t)dt. IT
max(w(t_ .t _ ))<o, or <., where ¢, 1s a Ef'edetermined
threshold, such as 60°, the maneuver 1s regarded as a straight-
line launching maneuver, and the maneuver identifier value
M. ,1s set to one at box 534. If these conditions have not been
met at the decision diamond 3532, the vehicle 10 1s traveling
around a relatively sharp turn during the launching maneuver,
where the maneuver 1identifier value M. ; 1s set to two at box
536. The algorithm then outputs the recorded data at box 538
including the maneuver identifier value M, ;,, M, =M_, .|
and data_ready=1. The algorithm ends at box 540.

In general, the sportier a driver 1s, the larger the throttle
input and the faster the vehicle accelerates during vehicle
launching. Therefore, vehicle speed, longitudinal accelerat-
ing and throttle percentage should be able to reveal a driver’s
driving style. Acceleration pedal force or position can also be
included i1t available. The collected data 1s, however, not
suitable to be used directly for the classification because of
the following two reasons. First, the collected data consists of
the time trace of the signals, which usually results 1n a fair
amount of data. For example, a typical launching maneuver
generally lasts more than 5 seconds. Therefore, with a 10 Hz
sampling rate, more than 50 sample of each signal would be
recorded for a typical vehicle launching maneuver. Data
reduction 1s necessary to keep the classification efficient.
Second, the complete time trace of those signals 1s usually not
elfective for the classification. In fact, a critical design 1ssue 1n
classification problems 1s to derive discriminative features
that best represent individual classes. As a result, the style
classification processor 52 includes a feature processor and a
style classifier, as discussed above.

The following original discriminant features are chosen
based on engineering msights, and include vehicle final speed
at the end of the vehicle launching, the average acceleration,
and an array of throttle indexes 1, .. =[I,...1. ...1,]based
on the distribution of the throttle opening . Each throttle
index I. 1s defined as the percentage of the time when the
throttle opening o 1s greater than a threshold o, .. That 1s, 1t
the launching maneuver takes T, . ., seconds and during the
period of time, the throttle opening a 1s greater than o,
(0<a.,,,,<100%) for T, seconds, then the throttle index I=T,/

T, . .. Examples of the thresholds[a, ;. .. O] canbe
[20% 30% 40% 50% 60%] or from 10% to 90% with a 10%
interval in between. Alternatively, time'l, , ,canbedefined as
the time when o>a,, and T, 1s defined with o, >, .

These original features are mput to the feature extraction
and subsequently feature selection processors. In one
embodiment, feature extraction and feature selection pro-
cesses are removed for simplicity. The style classification
processor 52 then classifies a driver’s driving style directly
based on those original discriminants. Classification tech-
niques, such as fuzzy logic, clustering, neural networks, seli-
organizing map and threshold-based logic can be used for the
style classification.

A neural network based classifier 550 suitable for this
purpose 1s shown 1 FIG. 24. The neural network classifier
550 includes an 1nput layer 552 having seven input neurons
554 corresponding to the seven discriminants, namely,
vehicle final speed, average accelerate and a 5-dimension
throttle index array. The neural network classifier 550 also
includes a hidden layer 556 including neurons 558, and an
output layer 562 including three neurons 364, one for a con-
servative driver, one for a typical driver and one for a sporty
driver, where branches 560 connect the neurons 554 and 558.

Alternatively, the output layer 562 of the neural network
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classifier 550 may have five neurons, each corresponding to
one of the five levels ranging from conservative to sporty. The
design and training of a neural network classifier 550 1s based
on vehicle test data with a number of drivers driving under
various traflic and road conditions.

The embodiment discussed above provides launching
maneuvers for both straight-line launching and launching and
turning without differentiating between the two. Alterna-
tively, classifiers can be designed specifically for these two
type of maneuvers, and discriminants derived from the
vehicle yaw rate and lateral acceleration can be included for
the classification based on launching and turning maneuvers.

According to another embodiment of the invention, the
decision fusion in the decision fusion processor 56 can be
divided ito three levels, namely a level-1 combination, a
level-2 combination and a level-3 combination. The level-1
combination combines the classification results from differ-
ent classifiers that classity different maneuvers based on a
single maneuver, and 1s not necessary for maneuvers that have
only one corresponding classifier. The level-2 combination
combines the classification results based on multiple maneu-
vers that are of the same type. For example, combiming the
classification results of the most recent curve-handling
maneuver with those of previous curve-handling maneuvers.
The level-3 combination combines the classification results
based on different types of maneuvers, particularly, combines
the results from the individual level-2 combiners. The level-2
combination and the level-3 combination can be integrated
into a single step, or can be separate steps. The level-1 com-
bination resides 1n the style characterization processor 52 and
the level-2 combination and the level-3 combination are pro-
vided 1n the decision fusion processor 56.

FIG. 25 1s a block diagram of a style characterization
processor 430 that can be used as the style characterization
processor 32, and includes the level-1 combination. The
information from the maneuver 1dentification processor 46,
the data selection processor 48 and the traffic/road condition
recognition processor 50 are provided to a plurality of chan-
nels 432 1n the processor 430, where each channel 432 1s an
independent classification for the same specific maneuver. In
cach channel 432, original features of the maneuver are 1den-
tified 1n an original features processor 434, features are
extracted 1n a features extraction processor 436, the features
are selected 1n a feature selection processor 438 and the
selected features are classified in a classier 440. A level-1
combination processor 442 combines all of the styles for
different maneuvers and outputs a single style classification.
For example, assume two classification channels are designed
for the curve-handling maneuvers. Once a new curve-han-
dling maneuver 1s identified and the data associated with this
specific maneuver 1s collected, the data 1s input to both chan-
nels at the same time and each channel outputs a style clas-
sification result. The level-one combination then combines
the two results and outputs a single style classification.

The level-1 combination 1s a standard classifier combina-
tion problem that can be solved by various classifier combi-
nation techmques, such as voting, sum, mean, median, prod-
uct, max/min, fuzzy integral, Dempster-Shafter, mixture of
local experts (MLE), neural networks, etc. One criterion for
selecting combination techmiques 1s based on the output type
of the classifiers 440. Typically, there are three type of clas-
sifier outputs, namely, confidence, rank and abstract. At the
confidence level, the classifier outputs a numerical value for
cach class indicating their belief of probability that the given
input pattern belongs to that class. At the rank level, the
classifier assigns a rank to each class with the highest rank
being the first choice. At the abstract level, the classifier only
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outputs the class label as a result. Combination techniques,
such as fuzzy integral, MLEs and neural networks require
outputs at the confidence level, while voting and associative
switch only requires abstract-level outputs. In one embodi-
ment, the level-1 combination of the invention 1s based on
majority voting and Dempster-Shaiter techniques.

Majority voting 1s one of the most popular decision fusion
methods. It assumes all votes, 1.e., classification results from
different classifiers, are equally accurate. The majority-vot-
ing based combiner calculates and compares the number of
votes for each class and the class that has the largest number
of votes becomes the combined decision. For example,
assume the classes of the driving style are labeled as 1=1,
2, ...,k, with alarger number representing a more aggressive

driving style. In addition, a class “0”” 1s added to represent the

hard-to-decide patterns. The number of votes V, for each class
=0, 1, ..., kis:

(37)

N
Vf — Z Viis

=1

1, if ¢; =1

with v;; = _ _
0, 1t ¢; #i

Where c; 1s the output from classifier j and N 1s the total
number of classifiers.

The combineddecisionisc=arg,_, ; ;.  V, Inaddition,
the combiner may also generate a confidential level based on
the normalized votes,

provides a confidence vector [conf(0) conf(1) . . . conf(K)]".
Alternatively, weighted voting can be used to combine
abstract-level outputs as:

I =>. Ny N

21 Yy (38)
Where the weightings o,; represent the correct rate of classi-
fier 1 1n classitying patterns belonging to class 1. These
weights can be pre-determined based on the test performance
(generalization performance) of the corresponding classifi-
ers. Deriving the correct rate from the test performance 1s
well-known to those skilled 1n the art.

I1 the classifiers provide outputs at the confidence level, the
Dempster-Shafter method can be used to design the com-
biner. The details of the Dempster-Shaiter theory and algo-
rithms are well-known to those skilled 1n the art. Given the
class labels as1=0, 1, .. ., k, each classifier outputs an K-by-1
vector [b(0) b,(1) . .. bj(K)]T , where b (1) 1s the confidence
(1.e., the beliet) classifier 1 has 1n that the input pattern belongs
to class 1. The confidence values should satisty 0=b(1)=1
and X,_,%b (1)=1.

Applying the Dempster-Shatter theory to the level-1 com-
biner results in the following combination rule:

conf (i) = jgl(f) :

S bel(i)
1=0

(39)
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-continued

N
with bel(i) = Z bj(f)(m ]_[ ]
= =1, ... N,m+j by, (0)

As a result, the combiner also outputs a K-by-1 vector
[conf(0) conf(1) conf(k)]’, where conf{(i) is the confidence in
that the pattern belongs to class 1. Stmilarly, coni(1) satisty
0=conf(i)=1 and X,_,* conf(i)=1. The output of the com-
biner 1s treated as the classification results based on a single
maneuver, which 1s to be combined with results based on
previous maneuvers of the same type in the level-2 combina-
tion.

The results stored 1n the trip-logger 54 can be used to
enhance the accuracy and robustness of the characterization.
To tulfill this task, the decision fusion processor 56 1s 1ncor-
porated. Whenever a new classification result 1s available, the
decision fusion processor 56 integrates the new result with
previous results in the trip-logger 54 by the level-2 and level-3
combinations.

Different from the level-1 combination, where the pattern,
1.€., any single maneuver, to be classified by different classi-
fiers 1s the same pattern, the level-2 and the level-3 combina-
tions deal with the 1ssue of combining classification results
corresponding to different patterns, 1.e., multiple maneuvers
of the same or different types. Strictly speaking, the level-1
combination 1s a standard classifier combination problem
while the level-2 and the level-3 combinations are not. How-
ever, 1f a driver’s driving style 1s regarded as one pattern, the
classification based on different maneuvers can be regarded
as the classification of the same pattern with different classi-
fiers using different features. Consequently, classifier combi-
nation techniques can still be applied. On the other hand, the
different maneuvers can be treated as different observations at
different time 1nstances and the combination problem can be
treated with data fusion techniques. To demonstrate how this
works, the present invention shows one example for each of
the two approaches, namely, a simple weight-average based
decision fusion that 1ignores the maneuver type and time dii-
terences, and a Bayes-based level-2 and level-3 combinations
that take those differences into consideration.

FIG. 26 15 a block diagram of a decision fusion processor
450 that can be the decision fusion processor 56 that receives
the style profile from the trip-logger 54. The style classifica-
tion result for the most recent maneuver with M. =1 1s stored
in the style trip-logger 54. Based on the maneuver 1dentifier
value M, ,, the style profile trip-logger 54 outputs all of the
results of the maneuvers 1dentified as M, =1 for the level-2
combination and previous fused style result from maneuvers
of other types, where M, _=1. A switch 452 selects a particular
level-2 combination processor 545 depending on the type of
the particular maneuver. An output processor 456 selects the
level-2 combination from the particular channel and outputs 1t
to a level-3 combination process or 458.

Since the Level-2 combination combines the classification
results based on maneuvers of the same type, each type of
maneuver that 1s used for style characterization should have
its corresponding level-2 combiner. From the perspective of
data fusion, a level-2 combination can be regarded as single
sensor tracking, also known as filtering, which involves com-
bining successive measurements or fusing of data from a
single sensor over time as opposed to a sensor set. The level-2
combination problem is to find the driving style x, ™ based on
the classification results of a series of maneuvers that are of
thesametype:Y,"={y,”y," ...y, }, where mrepresents the
maneuver type and 1s the class label observed by the classifier
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(or the level-1 combiner if multiple classifiers are used) based
on the 1ith maneuver of the maneuver type m.

Based on Bayes’ Theorem:

Py, |x,, Y, P, Y, )
Ply? | Y, )

m m ym (40)
Plx, | Y,) = Px, |y, Y1) =

Where P represents the probability of the event.
Further assuming that:

1. The classification results are independent of each other,
e, Py, "Ix ™Y _," )Py, "Ix ™), and

2. The driving style x_ ™ obeys a Markov evolution, 1.e.,

K
PO Y = ) PO, Y POy Yy
A =0

n—1

K
= P(x; |
X =0

”_

X1 )P0y 1 Y01,

H

Accordingly, P(x "IY, ") can be simplified as:

PO 1Y) = P, |y Yly) (41)

{ K 3
Z P |, )P | Y1)

)
¥ =0

\V'n—1 /
Pym | Y2)

P(y, | %)

In equation (41), P(y,"Ix ™) represents the probability of
observing a class v, given the hypothesis that the maneuver
1s actually a class x ™ maneuver. Since P(x, "=1) (with 1=0,
1, ... K) i1s usually unknown, equal probability 1s usually
assumed: P(x "“=1)=1/(K+1). Consequently, P(y "Ix ™)xP
(x "y =Py, “=x "), where coni(x, ™) 1s the confidence
level provided by the classifier (or the level-1 combiner).

P(x ™Ix _,™)1n equation (41) represents the probability of
a class x " maneuver following a class x,_,™, maneuver.

In an 1deal dniving environment, a driver’s driving style
would be rather consistent as:

(42)

However, factors such as traflic/road conditions, fatigue,
and 1nattention may cause a driver to deviate from his/her

“normal” driving style. Such factors can be incorporated into
P(x, ™Ix _,™) as:

Pix ™x _"=flx"x, " Trallic,

¥ipr—1 o index

AriVers qee(7))

(H) ?RDadfndex(H):
(43)
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If traffic/road conditions have already been considered in
the classification, P(x, ™Ix _,™) can be simplified as:

( - max(0, x,_; — B), |
l—e ifX"e|
min(x, | + 5, K)

_ maX(D’ 'xl;?—l _ ;6,)5 ]
e, 1f X ¢& _
min(x,_; + 5, K) |

(44)

Where 0=e=0.5 and 0=p=K (e.g., p=1).

P(x,_,”1Y _,”)1n equation (42) 1s the previous combina-
tionresults. The imitial condition P(x,_,™1Y, _,™)can be setto
be 1/(K+1),1i.e., equal for any of the classes ({0,1,2, ...,K}).
P(y 1Y, _,”) 1n the denominator 1s for normalization such
that 2 _~_P(x, ™Y, ")=1.

In sﬁummary, the Bayes-based level-2 combination 1s
executed as follows:

1. Initialization:

Pixy | Yg) =

| for xp =0,1,2, ... , K;

2. Upon the classification of the nth maneuver of the
maneuver type m, calculate P(x ™Y, _,”) for x =0, 1,
2, ..., K based on equation (41);

3. Calculate the nominator 1n equation (42): (P(y,™Ix, )P
(x, 1Y, _," ) forx "=0,1, 2,...,K;

4. Calculate  P(y,”lY,_,"):P(y,"1Y,.")=Zn» (P
(v, Ix " )Px, 1%, _,")); and

5. Calculate the posterior probability

Py, | %, 0P | Y,20)
POy 1Y)

H

P, | Y,) =

for x7 =0,1,2, ... , K.

The output of the level-2 combiner 1s a vector [P(0Y, ™)
P(11Y,")P2IY,™)...P(KIY,™)]. Theclass corresponding to
the largest P(x 1Y, ™) 1s regarded as the current driving style:

e argmax PR | YT

n

AP=0,1, ... K

(45)

Similarly, Bayes’ theorem can be applied to develop the
level-3 combiner. Upon the onset of a new maneuver, the
level-2 combiner outputs [P(OIY ™) P(11Y,)") P(2IY,") . . .
P(KIY,™)]. The level-3 combiner then calculates P(x, |Y ),
where Y, ={Y 'Y *...Y/7... Y, withY “={y.”Y, "}
Y /=1{Y,_/} forj=m, and M is the number of maneuver types
used for the classification.

Correspondingly, the rule to calculate P(x,|Y ) is:

{ A 3

[ | P 1 ¥ [P 17m0)

=1

(46)

Px,|Y,) = X normalization scaler

M . .
[ |Pos-i 1Y)

+=1

Where P(x,,_,1Y ,_,) is the previous results of the level-3
combiner.
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Forj=m,Y,”=Y,_ /:

K | | 47
PO LY = ) PO Ixy, YOPOG- | V)
=0
K
= > Pl 5P | Yi).
J

H_

Where P(x,,_/IY,_/) is based on the previous results from
each individual level-2 Combiner and P(x /Ix,_ /) is based on
equation (43).

In summary, the level-3 combination can be executed as
follows:

1. Update P(x,/1Y,7) based on equation (47) for j=m, that is,
for all the maneuver types other than the type corresponding
to the latest maneuver, P(x, ™Y ™) 1s provided by the level-2
combiner corresponding to maneuver type m.

2. Calculate

(A A
[ |Pe 1) |Pans 1 ¥ n)
z

. =1
Blx, | V) = ~

M . .
[ |Pet1vip)
=1

based on the previous results from individual level-2 combin-
ers P(x,_//IY,_/), and the previous result from the level-3
combiner P(x,_,1Y,_,);

3. Calculate the normalization scaler:

1 (48)

normalization_scaler= p
>, Bx,|Y,)

.I” :D

4. Calculate the posterior probability:

P(x,|Y )=B(x,|Y )xnormalization_scaler (49)

The output of the level-3 combiner is also a vector [P(01Y,)

P(11Y )P(2IY ) ... P(KIY,)]. The class corresponding to the
largest P(x Y, ) is regarded as the current driving style:

aremax P(x,|Y,) (50)

*h=0,1,... K

Bayes’ theorem can also be used to design an integrated
level-2 and level-3 combination by following steps similar to
those described above. Therelore, the details of the design
and implementation are not included in this mnvention.

It 1s worth noting that though the combination disclosed 1n
one embodiment of the invention 1s based on Bayes’ theorem,
other classifier combination and data fusion techniques,
including voting, sum, mean, median, product, max/min,
tuzzy integrals, Dempster-Shaiter, Mixture of Local Experts
(MLEs), and neural networks, can also be employed in lieu of
Bayes’ theorem.

The foregoing discussion discloses and describes merely
exemplary embodiments of the present invention. One skilled
in the art will readily recognize from such discussion and
from the accompanying drawings and claims that various
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changes, modifications and variations can be made therein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined in the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A system for classitying a driver’s driving style of a
subject vehicle, where the driving style indicates a level of
driver aggressiveness, said system comprising:

a plurality of vehicle sensors providing sensor measure-

ment signals;

a maneuver identification processor responsive to the sen-
sor signals from the plurality of vehicle sensors, said
maneuver 1dentification processor 1dentifying maneu-
vers of the vehicle relating to a headway distance
between the subject vehicle and a preceding vehicle,
said maneuver 1dentification processor determining a
range and range rate between the subject vehicle and the
preceding vehicle, and providing maneuver i1dentifier
signals including the range rate; and

a style characterization processor responsive to the maneu-
ver 1dentifier signals, said style characterization proces-
sor classitying the driving style based on the signals and
providing driving style classification signals that 1den-
tify the type of driver driving the subject vehicle, where
the driving style classification signals span a range from
conservative driving style to aggressive driving style.

2. The system according to claim 1 wherein the maneuver
identification processor determines how closely the subject
vehicle 1s following the preceding vehicle, how quickly the
subject vehicle 1s closing 1n on the preceding vehicle, and
identifies vehicle following maneuvers, vehicle closing-in
maneuvers and vehicle falling behind maneuvers.

3. The system according to claim 2 wherein the maneuver
identification processor determines whether the closing-in
maneuver 1s a result of alane-change by the preceding vehicle
and determines whether the falling behind maneuver 1s a
result of a cut-1n by the preceding vehicle.

4. The system according to claim 1 wherein the maneuver
identification processor determines how the subject vehicle
changes headway distance 1n response to a vehicle cutting 1n
front of the subject vehicle.

5. The system according to claim 1 wherein the plurality of
vehicle sensors include a vehicle speed sensor, a camera and
a range-detecting unit, said camera and range-detecting unit
identifving the range and range rate of the subject vehicle to
the preceding vehicle.

6. The system according to claim 1 wherein the style char-
acterization processor employs a neural network to 1dentily
the driver’s driving style.

7. The system according to claim 1 further comprising a
traific and road condition recognition processor responsive to
the sensor signals, said traific and road condition recognition
processor providing traffic and road condition signals 1denti-
tying tratfic conditions and road conditions, said style char-
acterization processor using the traffic and road condition
signals to classify the driving style.

8. The system according to claim 7 wherein the style char-
acterization processor classifies a vehicle following maneu-
ver based on discriminant features derived or obtained from a
set of signals including the range, headway time, vehicle
speed, and the traffic and road condition.

9. The system according to claim 7 wherein the style char-
acterization processor classifies a vehicle closing-in maneu-
ver based on discriminant features dertved or obtained from a
set of signals including the range, range rate, time to close the
distance between the subject vehicle and the preceding
vehicle, vehicle speed, vehicle acceleration, vehicle throttle
position, and the traffic and road condition.
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10. The system according to claim 7 wherein the style
characterization processor classifies a vehicle falling behind
maneuver based on discriminant features derived or obtained
from a set of signals including the range, range rate, preferred
headway time, time to reach the preferred headway time,
brake pedal position, vehicle speed, vehicle deceleration,
vehicle throttle position, and the traific and road condition.

11. The system according to claim 7 wherein the style
characterization processor classifies a vehicle closing-in

maneuver as aresult of a lane change of the preceding vehicle
based on discriminant features derived or obtained from a set
of signals including the range, range rate, preferred headway
time, time to reach the preferred headway time, vehicle speed,
vehicle acceleration, vehicle throttle position, and the traffic
and road condition.

12. The system according to claim 7 further comprising a
vehicle position processor responsive to the sensor signals
and location signals, said vehicle position processor output-
ting vehicle position signals to the traific and road condition
recognition processor to imcorporate vehicle position in the
traffic and road condition signals.

13. The system according to claim 7 further comprising a
surround sensing processor providing surround fusion signals
to the traific and road condition recognition processor so as to
enhance the tratfic and road condition signals.

14. The system according to claim 1 wherein the style
characterization processor uses discriminant features to clas-
sity the driving style and wherein the discriminant features
are dertved or obtained from the group comprising vehicle
yaw rate, vehicle lateral acceleration, vehicle speed, brake
pedal position, brake pedal force, throttle percentage, dis-
tance to the preceding vehicle and distance to a following
vehicle and signals processed and derived from same.

15. A system for identifying a driver’s driving style of a
subject vehicle, where the driving style indicates a level of
driver aggressiveness, said system comprising:

a plurality of vehicle sensors providing sensor measure-

ment signals;

a maneuver 1dentification processor responsive to the sen-
sor signals from the plurality of vehicle sensors, said
maneuver 1dentification processor identifying maneu-
vers of the vehicle relating to a headway distance
between the subject vehicle and a preceding vehicle,
said maneuver identification processor determining a
range and range rate between the subject vehicle and the
preceding vehicle, said maneuver 1dentification proces-
sor also maintaining a headway following the preceding,
vehicle and adjusting the headway to the preceding
vehicle, and identifying vehicle following maneuvers,
vehicle closing-1n maneuvers and vehicle falling behind
maneuvers, said maneuver 1dentification processor pro-
viding maneuver identifier signals including the range
rate;

a style characterization processor responsive to the maneu-
ver 1dentifier signals, said style characterization proces-
sor classitying the driving style based on the maneuver
identifier signals; and

a traffic and road condition recognition processor respon-
stve to the sensor signals, said traific and road condition
recognition processor providing traflic and road condi-
tion signals 1dentitying traific conditions and road con-
ditions, said style characterization processor using the
traffic and road condition signals to classify the driving
style using driving style classification signals which
span a range from conservative driving style to aggres-
stve driving style.
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16. The system according to claim 15 wherein the maneu-
ver 1dentification processor determines how the subject
vehicle changes a headway distance 1n response to a vehicle
cutting 1n front of the subject vehicle.

17. The system according to claim 15 wherein the plurality
of vehicle sensors mclude a vehicle speed sensor, a camera
and a range-detecting unit, said camera and range-detecting
unit identifying the range and range rate of the subject vehicle
to the preceding vehicle.

18. The system according to claim 15 further comprising a
vehicle position processor responsive to the sensor signals
and location signals, said vehicle position processor output-
ting vehicle position signals to the tratfic and road condition
recognition processor to incorporate vehicle position in the

traific and road condition signals.

19. A system for identifying a driver’s driving style of a
subject vehicle, where the driving style indicates a level of
driver aggressiveness, said system comprising:

a plurality of vehicle sensors providing sensor measure-

ment signals;

a maneuver identification processor responsive to the sen-
sor signals from the plurality of vehicle sensors, said
maneuver 1dentification processor 1dentifying maneu-
vers of the vehicle relating to a headway distance
between the subject vehicle and a preceding vehicle,
said maneuver 1dentification processor determining a
range and range rate between the subject vehicle and the
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preceding vehicle, said maneuver 1dentification proces-
sor providing maneuver 1dentifier signals including the
range rate;

a style characterization processor responsive to the maneu-
ver 1dentifier signals, said style characterization proces-
sor classiiying the driving style based on the maneuver
identifier signals and providing driving style classifica-
tion signals that identify the type of driver driving the
subject vehicle, where the driving style classification
signals span a range from conservative driving style to
aggressive driving style;

and a traffic and road condition recognition processor
responsive to the sensor signals, said traflic and road
condition recognition processor providing traffic and
road condition signals identifying traffic conditions and
road conditions, said road conditions including road
type, road surface condition and ambient visibility con-
dition, said style characterization processor using the
traffic and road condition signals to classify the driving
style.

20. The system according to claim 19 further comprising a
vehicle position processor responsive to the sensor signals
and location signals, said vehicle position processor output-
ting vehicle position signals to the tratfic and road condition
recognition processor to mcorporate vehicle position in the
traffic and road condition signals.
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