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SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE AND METHOD
OF MANUFACTURING SEMICONDUCTOR
DEVICE

The application 1s based on Japanese patent application
No. 2009-106384, the content of which 1s incorporated here-
into by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a semiconductor device 1n
which an air gap 1s provided between an interconnect and an
insulating film having the interconnect provided therein and a

method of manufacturing a semiconductor device.
2. Related Art

With the reduction 1n size of semiconductor devices, the
gap between interconnects has been reduced. When the gap

between the interconnects 1s reduced, the capacitance
between the interconnects 1s increased, which causes a signal
delay. As an example of a technique for reducing the capaci-
tance between the interconnects, an air gap i1s provided
between the interconnect and an insulating film having the
interconnect provided therein.

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2008/00762358
discloses a method as follows. When a trench for burying an
interconnect 1s formed 1n an insulating film, a deteriorated
layer 1s formed on the side wall of the trench. The deteriorated
layer 1s removed after the interconnect 1s formed, thereby
forming an air gap between the interconnect and the msulat-
ing {ilm.

Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2008-
300652 discloses a method as follows. First, catalytic char-
acteristic film 1s formed on the bottom and the side of a trench
which 1s filled up a Cu film to make the interconnect. Next, the
catalytic characteristic film on the side of the trench 1is
removed so as to form an air gap between the interconnect and
the insulating film.

Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2008-
2035458 discloses a method as follows which 1s not a tech-
nique for forming an air gap. First, A metal cap 1s formed over
an mterconnect. Next, an surface of an mnsulating film having
the interconnect 1s damaged, and the damaged surface 1s
removed.

Inventor finds out an problem as follows. As shown 1n FIG.
OA, when avia 421 and an interconnect trench 422 are formed
in an interconnect layer 420 that 1s provided on an intercon-
nect layer 400 having an air gap 402 formed therein, the
positional deviation between the via 421 and the interconnect
404 of the interconnect layer 400 occurs. An opening region
424 that 1s connected to an upper part of the air gap 402 1s
formed on the bottom of the via 421 according to the degree
ol the positional deviation. In the structure 1n which the open-
ing region 424 1s formed, as shown in FIG. 9B, when a
diffusion barnier metal film 430 and a seed film 432 are
formed 1n the via 421 and the interconnect trench 422, the
diffusion barrier metal film 430 and the seed film 432 are not
formed 1n and around the opening region 424. As a result, a
vold 426 1s formed 1n an interconnect 434. Therefore, i1t 1s
necessary to prevent a region that 1s connected to the air gap
402 from being formed on the bottom of the via 421 even
when the positional deviation between the interconnect 404
and the via 421 occurs.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment of the invention, there 1s a provided a
semiconductor device including: a first insulating layer; inter-
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2

connects that are provided in the first insulating layer and
have anupper surface which 1s higher than an upper surface of
the first insulating layer; air gaps that are provided between
the interconnects and the first insulating layer; an etching
stopper film that 1s formed over the first insulating layer, the
air gaps, and the interconnects; a second insulating layer that
1s formed over the etching stopper film; and vias that are
provided in the second 1nsulating layer and are connected to
the interconnects. A portion of the etching stopper film that 1s
disposed over the air gap 1s thicker than another portion that
1s disposed over the interconnect.

When the via 1s formed 1n the second insulating layer, the
second 1sulating layer 1s etched to form a connection hole,
and the etching stopper film that 1s disposed over the bottom
of the connection hole, that 1s, the interconnect 1s etched. In
the above-mentioned embodiment of the invention, a portion
of the etching stopper film that 1s disposed over the air gap 1s
thicker than another portion that 1s disposed over the inter-
connect. Therefore, even though the positional deviation
between the via and the interconnect occurs when the con-
nection hole, serving as the via, 1s formed in the second
isulating layer and the connection hole overlaps the air gap
in a plan view, the etching stopper film disposed over the air
gap 1s removed at the same time when the etching stopper film
disposed on the bottom of the connection hole 1s removed. As
a result, 1t 1s possible to prevent the connection between the
air gap and the connection hole.

In another embodiment of the invention, there 1s provided
a method of manufacturing a semiconductor device. The
method 1ncludes: forming a first msulating layer; forming
trenchs 1n the first insulating layer; forming interconnects in
the trenchs; forming spaces between the first insulating layer
and the interconnects and disposing an upper surface of the
interconnect at a position higher than an upper surface of the
first insulating layer; forming air gaps in the spaces and form-
ing an etching stopper film over the first insulating layer and
the interconnects; forming a second insulating layer over the
etching stopper film; and forming vias 1n the second 1nsulat-
ing layer so as to be disposed over the interconnects.

According to the above-mentioned embodiment of the
invention, before the etching stopper film 1s formed, the upper
surface of the interconnect 1s disposed at a position higher
than the upper surface of the first insulating layer. Therefore,
when the etching stopper film 1s formed, a portion of the
etching stopper film that 1s disposed over the air gap 1s thicker
than another portion that 1s disposed over the interconnect due
to the step difference between the interconnect and the first
insulating layer. Even though the positional deviation
between the via and the interconnect occurs when the con-
nection hole, serving as the via, 1s formed in the second
insulating layer and the connection hole overlaps the air gap
in a plan view, the etching stopper film disposed over the air
gap 1s removed at the same time when the etching stopper film
disposed on the bottom of the connection hole 1s removed. As
a result, 1t 1s possible to prevent the connection between the
air gap and the connection hole.

According to the above-mentioned embodiments of the
invention, 1t 1s possible to prevent connection between an air
gap and a via even though the positional deviation between
the via and an interconnect occurs when a connection hole,
serving as the via, 1s formed 1n the second insulating layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, advantages and features of the
present invention will be more apparent from the following
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description of certain preferred embodiments taken 1n con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, 1n which:

FI1G. 1 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating the structure of
a semiconductor device according to a first embodiment of
the invention;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are cross-sectional views 1illustrating a
method of manufacturing the semiconductor device shown in
FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are cross-sectional views 1llustrating the
next processes of FIGS. 2A and 2B;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are cross-sectional views 1llustrating the
next processes of FIGS. 3A and 3B;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are cross-sectional views 1llustrating the
next processes of FIGS. 4A and 4B;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are cross-sectional views illustrating a
method of manufacturing a semiconductor device according,
to a second embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are cross-sectional views 1llustrating the
next processes of FIGS. 6 A and 6B;

FIG. 8 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating the next process
of FIGS. 7A and 7B; and

FIGS. 9A and 9B are cross-sectional views 1llustrating
problems when a connection hole and an air gap are con-
nected to each other.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The invention will be now described herein with reference
to 1llustrative embodiments. Those skilled in the art will rec-
ognize that many alternative embodiments can be accom-
plished using the teachings of the present invention and that
the mnvention 1s not limited to the embodiments 1llustrated for
explanatory purposes.

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the invention waill
be described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
In the drawings, the same components are denoted by the
same reference numerals and a description thereof will not be
repeated.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 1s a cross-sectional view illustrating the structure of
a semiconductor device according to a first embodiment of
the invention. The semiconductor device includes a first 1nsu-
lating layer 120, interconnects 162, air gaps 128, an etching
stopper film 200, a second 1nsulating layer 220, and a via 262.
The mnterconnects 162 are provided in the first insulating layer
120, and the upper surface of the interconnect 162 1s higher
than the upper surface of the first insulating layer 120. The air
gap 128 1s disposed between the interconnect 162 and the first
insulating layer 120. The etching stopper film 200 1s formed
on the first msulating layer 120, the air gaps 128, and the
interconnects 162. The second msulating layer 220 1s formed
on the etching stopper film 200. The via 262 1s provided in the
second 1nsulating layer 220 and 1s connected to the intercon-
nect 162. In the etching stopper film 200, a portion 202 that 1s
disposed over the air gap 128 1s thicker than another portion
that 1s disposed over the interconnect 162. In the etching
stopper 11lm 200, the thick portion 202 should be formed in a
region that 1s close to the interconnect 162 and extends 1n the
range that1s at least equal to or more than half the gap between
the first insulating layer 120 and the interconnect 162 (includ-
ing a diffusion barrier metal film 160, which will be described
below).

In the example shown 1n FIG. 1, a portion of the etching
stopper film 200 1s buried between the interconnect 162 and
the first insulating layer 120. The air gap 128 1s formed 1n the
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ctching stopper, film 200 that 1s disposed between the inter-
connect 162 and the first insulating layer 120. However,
unlike the example shown in FIG. 1, the etching stopper film
200 may not be buried between the iterconnect 162 and the
first insulating layer 120, but the etching stopper film 200 may
be formed so as to cover the space between the interconnect
162 and the first insulating layer 120, thereby forming the air
gap 128. In the example shown 1n FIG. 1, it 1s considered that
this structure 1s likely to actually be formed.

The 1terconnect 162 1s provided 1n a trench 122 that 1s
formed 1n the first mnsulating layer 120, and the via 262 1is
provided 1n a connection hole 221 that 1s formed 1n the second
insulating layer 220. A trench 222 1s formed in the second
insulating layer 220 so as to be disposed over the connection
hole 221. An interconnect 264 that 1s connected to the via 262
1s provided 1n the trench 222. In the example shown in FIG. 1,
the via 262 and the interconnect 264 are formed by the same
process.

The interconnect 162, the via 262, and the interconnect 264

are formed by a plating method. Specifically, the interconnect
162 includes a seed film 161. A diffusion barrier metal film

160 15 formed between the seed film 161 and the trench 122.
Similarly, the via 262 and the interconnect 264 include a seed
f1lm 261. A diffusion barrier metal film 260 1s formed between
the trench 222 and the connection hole 221, and the seed film
261. The interconnect 162, the via 262, and the interconnect
264 are, for example, Cu films. Each of the diffusion barrier
metal films 160 and 260 1s, for example, a multi-layer film of
a TaN film and a Ta film laminated 1n this order.

The first 1insulating layer 120 and the second insulating
layer 220 are low-dielectric-constant films. For example,
cach of the firstinsulating layer 120 and the second insulating
layer 220 may be a SICOH film, a SICOHN {ilm, or a porous
film thereof. The first insulating layer 120 1s formed on an
ctching stopper film 100. The etching stopper film 100 1s
formed on an underlying msulating film 10. For example, the
underlying insulating film 10 1s an insulating film forming an
interconnect layer that 1s provided below the interconnect
162.

FIGS. 2A to 5B are cross-sectional views illustrating a
method of manufacturing the semiconductor device shown in
FIG. 1. In the method of manufacturing the semiconductor
device, first, the first insulating layer 120 1s formed. Then, the
trench 122 1s formed 1n Then, the interconnect 162 1s provided
in the trench 122. Then, a space 1s formed between the first
insulating layer 120 and the interconnect 162 and the upper
surface ol the interconnect 162 1s disposed at a position higher
than the upper surface of the first insulating layer 120. Then,
the space 1s filled up with an 1insulator to form the air gap 128
and the etching stopper film 200 1s formed on the first 1nsu-
lating layer 120 and the interconnect 162. Then, the second
insulating layer 220 1s formed on the etching stopper film 200.
Then, the via 262 that 1s disposed over the interconnect 162 1s
formed 1n the second 1nsulating layer 220.

Next, the manufacturing method will be described 1n detail.

First, as shown 1 FIG. 2A, the etching stopper film 100 1s
formed on the underlying isulating film 10. The etching
stopper film 100 1s, for example, a SICN film ora S1ICNH film.
However, the etching stopper film 100 may be a SiN film, a
S1INH film, or a S1COH film with high carbon concentration.
The carbon concentration of the S1ICOH film 1s higher than
that of a SICOH film forming the first msulating layer 120.
For example, the carbon concentration i1s equal to or more
than 20 at % and equal to or less than 45 at %. Then, the first
insulating layer 120 and the silicon oxide layer 140 are
formed on the etching stopper film 100. Then, an antiretlec-
tion film 150 1s formed on the silicon oxide layer 140. Then,
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a resist film 50 1s formed on the antireflection film 150, and
the resist film 350 1s exposed and developed to form an opening,
pattern in the resist film 50.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 2B, dry etching 1s performed on the
antiretlection film 150, the silicon oxide layer 140, and the
first insulating layer 120 using the resist film 50 as a mask. A
fluorocarbon gas 1s used as an etchung gas. In this way, the
trench 122 1s formed 1n the first insulating layer 120. Then, the
resist {ilm 50 and the antireflection film 150 are removed by
plasma ashing using gas including oxygen.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 3A, the etching stopper film 100
disposed on the bottom of the trench 122 1s removed by dry
ctching. In this process, a portion of the silicon oxide layer
140 1s removed. Then, the trench 122 1s cleaned by a stripper
for a resist film. The stripper 1s an amine-based solution.

In the state shown 1n FIG. 3A, a first damaged layer 124 1s
formed on the first insulating layer 120 that 1s disposed on the
side wall of the trench 122. The first damaged layer 124 1s a
low carbon layer generated by a reduction in the carbon
concentration of the first insulating layer 120.

Then, as shown 1n FI1G. 3B, the diffusion barrier metal film
160 and the interconnect 162 are provided 1n the trench 122.
The details of this process are as follows. First, the diffusion
barrier metal film 160 1s formed on the bottom and the side
wall of the trench 122 and on the silicon oxide layer 140 by,
for example, a sputtering method. Then, the seed film 161 1s
formed on the diffusion barrier metal film 160 by, for
example, a sputtering method. Then, plating 1s performed
using the seed film 161 as a seed to form a conductive film.
Then, the conductive film disposed over the silicon oxide
layer 140, the seed film 161 disposed over the silicon oxide
layer 140, the diffusion barrier metal film 160 disposed on the
silicon oxide layer 140, and the silicon oxide layer 140 are
removed by a chemical mechanical polishing (CMP) method.
In this state, the surface of the first mnsulating layer 120 1s
exposed.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 4A, a second damaged layer 126 1s
tformed on the surface of the first insulating layer 120. The
second damaged layer 126 1s a low carbon layer generated by
a reduction 1n the carbon concentration of the first insulating
layer 120 and 1s formed by, for example, processing the
surface of the first insulating layer 120 with plasma including
hydrogen. In this case, for example, an ammonia gas 1s used
as at least a portion of the plasma gas.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 4B, the first damaged layer 124 and
the second damaged layer 126 are removed by wet etching.
For example, a dilute hydrofluoric acid (DHF) 1s used as an
ctchant. A space 125 1s formed between the interconnect 162
and the first insulating layer 120 1n the first insulating layer
120 by the above-mentioned process. In addition, the upper
surface of the interconnect 162 1s higher than the upper sur-
face of the first insulating layer 120. The first damaged layer
124 and the second damaged layer 126 may be removed by
dry etching.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 5A, the etching stopper film 200 1s
tformed on the first insulating layer 120, the space 125, and the
interconnect 162. The etching stopper film 200 1s, for
example, a S1ICN film and 1s formed by, for example, a plasma
CVD method. The air gap 128 1s formed 1n the space 125 by
this process. In addition, a portion of the etching stopper film
200 gets 1nto the space 125. However, the etching stopper film
200 may not get into the space 125 according to the conditions
for forming the etching stopper film 200.

As described above, before the etching stopper film 200 1s
tormed, the upper surface of the interconnect 162 is disposed
at a position higher than the upper surface of the first insulat-
ing layer 120. Therefore, 1n the etchung stopper film 200, a
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portion 202 that 1s disposed over the air gap 128 1s thicker than
another portion that 1s disposed over the interconnect 162 due
to a step difference between the interconnect 162 and the first
insulating layer 120.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 8B, the second 1nsulating layer 220
and the silicon oxide layer 240 are formed on the etching
stopper film 200, and the connection hole 221 and the trench
222 are formed 1n the second insulating layer 220 by, for
example, a dual damascene method. The connection hole 221
1s disposed over the interconnect 162. The second insulating
layer 220 1s, for example, a SICOH film.

When etching 1s performed to form the connection hole
221, first, the second 1nsulating layer 220 1s etched using the
ctching stopper film 200 as a stopper. In this way, the connec-
tion hole 221 1s formed in the second 1nsulating layer 220, but
the etching stopper film 200 remains on the bottom of the
connection hole 221. Then, the etching stopper film 200
remaining on the bottom of the connection hole 221 1s
removed by etching.

In this process, as shown 1n FIG. 5B, the positional devia-
tion between the connection hole 221 and the interconnect
162 occurs, which causes the connection hole 221 to overlap
the air gap 128, when seen 1n a plan view. However, 1n this
embodiment, the etching stopper film 200 disposed over the
air gap 128 1s thicker than the etching stopper film 200 dis-
posed over the interconnect 162. Therefore, when the etching
stopper f1lm 200 remaining on the bottom of the connection
hole 221 1s removed, the etching stopper film 200 disposed
over the air gap 128 1s also removed. Therefore, the connec-
tion between the air gap 128 and the connection hole 221 1s
prevented.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 1, the diffusion barrier metal film
260 and the via 262 are provided in the connection hole 221,
and the diffusion barrier metal film 260 and the interconnect
264 are provided in the trench 222. The details of this process
are as follows. First, the diffusion barrier metal film 260 1s
formed on the bottom and the side wall of the connection hole
221, on the bottom and the side wall of the trench 222, and on
the silicon oxide layer 240 (for example, see FI1G. 5B) by, for
example, a sputtering method. Then, the seed film 261 1is
formed on the diffusion barrier metal film 260 by, for
example, a sputtering method. Then, plating 1s performed
using the seed film 261 as a seed to form a conductive film.
Then, the conductive film over the silicon oxide layer 240, the
seed film 261 over the silicon oxide layer 240, the diffusion
barrier metal {ilm 260 on the silicon oxide layer 240, and the
silicon oxide layer 240 are removed by a CMP method.

Next, the operation and effects of this embodiment will be
described. According to this embodiment, before the etching
stopper 11lm 200 1s formed, the upper surface of the intercon-
nect 162 1s disposed at a position higher than the upper sur-
tace of the first insulating layer 120. Therefore, 1n the etching
stopper 11lm 200, the portion 202 that 1s disposed over the air
gap 128 1s thicker than another portion that 1s disposed over
the interconnect 162 due to the step difference between the
interconnect 162 and the first insulating layer 120. Even when
the positional deviation between the connection hole 221 and
the interconnect 162 occurs and the connection hole 221
overlaps the air gap 128 1n a plan view, the etching stopper
film disposed over the air gap 1s removed at the same time
when the etching stopper film disposed on the bottom of the
connection hole 1s removed. As a result, 1t 1s possible to
prevent the connection between the air gap and the connec-
tion hole.

Therefore, 1t 1s possible to prevent the generation of a
region 1n which the diffusion barrier metal film 260 and the
seed film 261 are not formed in the side wall and the bottom
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of the connection hole 221. As aresult, 1t 1s possible to prevent
a void from being formed in the via 262.

In this embodiment, since the air gap 128 1s formed by the
ctching stopper film 200, 1t 1s not necessary to form another
f1lm 1n order to form the air gap 128. Therefore, 1t 1s possible
to prevent an increase 1n the number of processes for manu-
facturing a semiconductor device.

The second damaged layer 126 1s formed on the upper
surface of the first mnsulating layer 120, and the second dam-
aged layer 126 1s removed such that the upper surface of the
interconnect 162 1s higher than the upper surface of the first
insulating layer 120. The removal of the second damaged
layer 126 1s performed by the same process as that for remov-
ing the first damaged layer 124 and forming the space 1235 for
forming the air gap 128. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to prevent an
increase i1n the number of processes for manufacturing a
semiconductor device.

The first insulating layer 120 1s processed by plasma
including hydrogen to form the second damaged layer 126.
Therefore, when the second damaged layer 126 1s formed, 1t
1s possible to prevent a damaged layer, for example, an oxide

film from being formed on the surface of the interconnect
162.

Second Embodiment

FIGS. 6A to 8 are cross-sectional views 1llustrating a
method of manufacturing a semiconductor device according,
to a second embodiment. As shown 1n FIG. 8, the semicon-
ductor device manufactured by the method has the same
structure as the semiconductor device according to the first
embodiment except that a metal cap film 164 1s provided on
the mterconnect 162. The metal cap film 164 1s, for example,
a CoWP film. Alternatively, the metal cap film 164 may be a
CoWB film or a film plated with a Ni-based material.

First, as shown in FIG. 6 A, the etching stopper film 100, the
first insulating layer 120, the trenchs 122, the first damaged
layer 124, the diffusion barrier metal film 160, the seed film
161, and the interconnects 162 are formed on the underlying
insulating {ilm 10. A process of forming the components is the

same as that 1n the first embodiment.
Then, as shown 1n FIG. 6B, the metal cap film 164 1s

selectively formed on the interconnect 162 by an electroless
plating method. In this process, a deposit 165 1s mevitably
formed on the first insulating layer 120. The metal cap film
164 may be formed by a selective CVD method. In this case,
the metal cap film 164 may be made of W or Co. Altematwely,,
the metal cap film 164 may be made of at least one selected
from S1, Ag, Mg, Be, Zn, Pd, Cd, Au, Hg, Pt, Zr, T1, Sn, N1, and
Fe.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 7A, the second damaged layer 126
1s formed on the surface of the first insulating layer 120. A
method of forming the second damaged layer 126 1s the same
as that 1n the first embodiment.

Then, as shown in FIG. 7B, the first damaged layer 124 and
the second damaged layer 126 are removed. A method of
removing the layers 1s the same as that 1n the first embodi-
ment. In this process, the deposit 165 1s removed together
with the second damaged layer 126.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 8, the etching stopper film 200, the
second insulating layer 220, the connection hole 221, the
trench 222, the diffusion barrier metal {ilm 260, the seed {1lm
261, the via 262, and the interconnect 264 are formed. A
method of forming the components 1s the same as that in the
first embodiment. However, in this embodiment, the diffusion
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barrier metal film 260 1s not a multi-layer film of a TaN film
and a Ta film laminated in this order, but it may be, for
example, a SICH film.

According to this embodiment, it 1s also possible to obtain
the same effects as those in the first embodiment. Since the
ctching stopper film 200 1s formed after the metal cap film 164
1s formed on the imnterconnect 162, the thickness of the portion
202 that 1s disposed over the air gap 128 1s more than that of
another portion that 1s disposed over the interconnect 162 1n
the etching stopper film 200. Therefore, even when the con-
nection hole 221 overlaps the air gap 128 in a plan view, the
ctching stopper film disposed over the air gap 1s removed at
the same time when the etching stopper film disposed on the
bottom of the connection hole 1s removed. As a result, 1t 1s
possible to prevent the connection between the air gap and the
connection hole.

Since the metal cap film 164 1s formed on the interconnect
162, the electromigration resistance of the interconnect 162 1s
improved. In addition, since the metal cap film 164 also
serves as a diffusion barrier metal film of the interconnect
162, 1t 1s possible to use a S1ICH film with a low dielectric
constant as the diffusion barrier metal film 260.

The embodiments of the mmvention have been described
with reference to the drawings, but the invention 1s not limited
thereto. Various structures other than the above may be used.

It 1s apparent that the present invention 1s not limited to the
above embodiment, and may be damaged and changed with-
out departing from the scope and spirit of the invention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A semiconductor device, comprising:

a first mnsulating layer;

an interconnect that 1s provided in said first insulating layer

and has an upper surface which is higher than an upper
surface of said first insulating layer;

an air gap that 1s provided between said interconnect and

said first insulating layer;

an etching stopper film that 1s formed over said first insu-

lating layer, said air gap, and said interconnect;

a second msulating layer that 1s formed over said etching

stopper film; and

a via that 1s provided 1n said second 1nsulating layer and 1s

connected to said interconnect,

wherein a portion of said etching stopper film that 1s dis-

posed over said air gap 1s thicker than another portion of
said etching stopper film that 1s disposed over said inter-
connect, and the portion of said etching stopper film has
a same layer structure as said another portion of said
etching stopper film that 1s disposed over said intercon-
nect.

2. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said air gap 1s formed by said etching stopper film.

3. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, further
comprising;

a metal cap film that 1s provided over said interconnect.

4. The semiconductor device accordmg to claim 1, wherein
said first insulating layer comprises a SICOH film, a SICO N
film, or a porous film of said S1COH film or said SiICOHN
f1lm.

5. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said air gap 1s disposed within said etching stopper film.

6. The semiconductor device according to claim 5, wherein
a portion of said etching stopper film, 1n which said air gap 1s
disposed, 1s disposed along a side surface of said intercon-
nect.

7. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said air gap 1s disposed entirely within said etching stopper
f1lm.
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8. A semiconductor device comprising;

a first insulating layer;

an 1nterconnect that 1s provided 1n said first insulating layer

and has an upper surface which 1s higher than an upper
surface of said first insulating layer;

an air gap that 1s provided between said interconnect and

said first insulating layer;

an etching stopper film that 1s formed overpaid first 1nsu-

lating layer, said air gap, and said interconnect;

a second 1nsulating layer that 1s formed over said etching

stopper film; and

a via that 1s provided 1n said second insulating layer and 1s

connected to said interconnect,

wherein a portion of said etching stopper film that 1s dis-

posed over said air gap 1s thicker than another portion of
said etching stopper film that 1s disposed over said inter-
connect, and

wherein said etching stopper film comprises a continuous

film disposed over a top surface of said interconnect and
a side surface of said interconnect.

9. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
said air gap 1s disposed within said etching stopper film, and

wherein said etching stopper film 1s disposed between said

interconnect and said first insulating layer.

10. The semiconductor device according to claim 1,
wherein said etching stopper film 1s formed over a top surface
of said interconnect and along a side wall surface of said
interconnect.

11. The semiconductor device according to claim 10,
wherein said air gap 1s formed 1n a portion of said etching
stopper film formed along the side wall surface of said inter-
connect.

12. A semiconductor device comprising:

a first mmsulating layer;

an 1nterconnect that 1s provided 1n said first insulating layer

and has an upper surface which 1s higher than an upper
surface of said first insulating layer;

an air gap that 1s provided between said interconnect and

said first insulating layer;

an etching stopper film that 1s formed over said first 1nsu-

lating layer, said air gap, and said interconnect;

a second 1nsulating layer that 1s formed over said etching

stopper film; and

a via that 1s 1n said second insulating layer and 1s to said

interconnect,

wherein a portion of said etching stopper film that 1s dis-

posed over said air gap 1s thicker than another portion of
said etching stopper film that 1s disposed over said inter-
connect, and
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wherein the etching stopper film 1s thicker in a portion
along the side wall surface of said interconnect than in a
portion over the top surface of said interconnect.

13. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, further
comprising an underlying etching stopper film disposed
below said air gap.

14. The semiconductor device according to claim 13,
wherein said underlying etching stopper film 1s disposed
below only said air gap, a portion of said etching stopper film
disposed along a side wall surface of said interconnect, and
said first insulating layer.

15. The semiconductor device according to claim 10,
wherein the etching stopper film 1s disposed along the side
wall surface of said interconnect without any intervening,
layer between the etching stopper film and the side wall
surface of the interconnect.

16. A semiconductor device, comprising;

a first layer, comprising:;

a first insulating film;

an mterconnect provided in said first insulating film and
having an upper surface which 1s higher than an upper
surtace of said first insulating film;

an etching stopper film that 1s formed over said first
insulating film layer and said interconnect, said etch-
ing stopper film, being formed over a top surface and
a side surface of said interconnect; and

an air gap formed along a side surface of said intercon-
nect within said etching stopper film between said
interconnect and said {irst insulating film, and

a second layer disposed above said first layer, said second

layer comprising:;

a second 1nsulating film formed over said etching stop-
per film; and

a via that 1s provided 1n said second insulating film and
1s connected to said interconnect,

wherein a portion of said etching stopper film that 1s dis-

posed over said air gap 1s thicker than another portion of
said etching stopper film that 1s disposed over said inter-
connect, and the portion of said etching stopper film has
a same layer structure as said another portion of said
etching stopper film that 1s disposed over said intercon-
nect.

17. The semiconductor device according to claim 16,
wherein the air gap, the interconnect, and the first insulating
film are disposed along a same plane.

18. The semiconductor device according to claim 1,
wherein the air gap, the interconnect and the first insulating
layer are disposed along a same plane.

¥ ¥ # ¥ ¥



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

