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ILLUMINATION APPARATUS AND
PROJECTION-TYPE IMAGE DISPLAY
APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of application Ser. No.
11/862,878, filed on Sep. 27, 2007, which 1s based upon and
claims the benefit of prionity from prior Japanese Patent
Application No.2006-270066, filed on Sep. 29, 2006; and
Japanese Patent Application No.2007-227006, filed on Aug.
31, 2007; the entire contents of which are incorporated herein
by to reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an 1llumination apparatus
and a projection-type 1image display apparatus, which utilize
fourth color component light in addition to red component
light, green component light and blue component light.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, a projection-type image display apparatus
has been known, which provided with three light valves cor-
responding to light of three colors, a cross dichroic cube that
combines light beams emitted from three light valves and a
projection mean that projects light combined by the cross
dichroic cube.

Herein, the cross dichroic cube has three light incident
surfaces on which light enter and one light emitting surface
from which light 1s emitted. Accordingly, 1n the case of using
three colors of light to be incident on the cross dichroic cube,
it sullices that the projection-type 1mage display apparatus
has one cross dichroic cube.

On the other hand, for the purpose of improving color
reproduction capability and luminance, there has been pro-
posed a projection-type image display apparatus using four or
more colors of light. By using, for example, orange, yellow, or
cyan light 1n addition to three colors of red, green, and blue
light, such a projection-type image display apparatus is
intended to improve color reproduction capability and lumi-
nance (for instance, see Japanese Patent Publication No.
2002-287247 (Claims 1 and 4, FIG. 1, and the like)).

When light beams of four colors or more are utilized 1n the
projection-type image display apparatus, light beams of four
colors or more cannot be combined by one cross dichroic
cube. For this reason, the projection-type image display appa-
ratus should be provided with a plurality of dichroic cubes (or
cross dichroic cubes).

For example, when a combination of light beams of four
different colors 1s needed, the projection-type image display
apparatus obtains two combined light beams 1n each of which
light beams of two different colors are combined, and further
combines the two combined light beams to obtain a combined
light beam of four different colors. In addition, the projection-
type 1mage display apparatus may obtain a combined light
beam 1n which light beams of three different colors are com-
bined and combine the obtained light beam with one color
light beam to obtain a combined light beam of four different
colors. Moreover, the projection-type image display appara-
tus may obtain a combined light beam 1n which light beams of
two different colors are combined and combine the obtained
light beam with color light beams of two different colors to
obtain a combined light beam of four different colors.

Here, an optical path length from each of the light valves
corresponding to four or more colors to the projection mean
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2

should be the same. Moreover, there 1s need to provide a
plurality of dichroic cubes (or cross dichroic cubes) between

the light valves and the projection mean. Accordingly, the
back focus of the projection mean becomes longer.

As a result, a projection mean used 1n a projection-type
image display apparatus using light of three colors cannot be
used for the one using light of four or more colors, leading to
an 1ncrease in manufacturing cost of the projection-type
image display apparatus as a whole.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A projection display apparatus (projection display appara-
tus 100) according to an aspect includes: a light source (light
source 10); a light valve (liquid crystal panel 30R, liquid
crystal panel 30G and liquid crystal panel 30B, for example)
configured to modulate a light emaitted from the light source;
a light guiding member (mirrors 321, 322, 323, 324 and 325,
for example) configured to divide the light emitted from the
light source 1nto a first component light (red component light
R, for example), a second component light (red component
light G, for example), and a third component light (red com-
ponent light B, for example), and configured to guide divided
light to the light valve; and a projection unit (projection lens
unmit 110, for example) configured to project a light modulated
by the light valve. The he second component light combined
with other component light enters the light valve, and the
other component light 1s modulated with the second compo-
nent light.

According to the above aspect, the other component light
combined with the second light component light enters the
light valve, and the light valve modulates the other compo-
nent light together with the second component light. As a
result, since the other component light 1s projected while
superimposed on the second component light, luminance of
the image projected on the screen etc. from the projection unit
can be improved.

The projection display apparatus according to the above
aspect includes: a first state (display colors are white, yellow
and the other, for example) where the second component light
combined with the other component light enters the light
valve, and a second state (display colors are red, green and
blue, for example) where the second component light enters
the light valve without combined with the other component
light enters the light valve.

In the above aspect, the light guiding member includes an
optical element (mirror 323, for example) configured to selec-
tively transmit or reflect the light according to a wavelength of
the light. A light beam (ight beam L., L., and L,, for example)
of the light transmitted or reflected by the optical element 1s
transmitted or reflected at the same position (position P, P,
and P,, for example), when re-entering the optical element.

In the above aspect, the second component light 1s a green
component light, and the other component light 1s a light
(vellow component light Ye, for example) having a wave-
length longer than a wavelength of the green component light.

A projection display apparatus (projection display appara-
tus 100) according to an aspect includes: a light source (light
source 10); a light valve (liquid crystal panel 30R, liquid
crystal panel 30G and liquid crystal panel 30B, for example)
configured to modulate a light emitted from the light source;
a light guiding member (mirrors 321, 322, 323, 324 and 325,
for example) configured to divide the light emitted from the
light source 1nto a red component light, a green component
light, and a blue component light, and configured to guide
divided light to the light valve; and a projection unit (projec-
tion lens unit 110, for example) configured to project a light
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modulated by the light valve. The light guiding member
includes a optical element (mirror 323, for example) config-
ured to combine the green component light and other com-
ponent light (vellow component light Ye, for example) having
a wavelength longer than a wavelength of the green compo-
nent light, by reflecting the green component light and trans-
mitting the other component light. The second component
light combined with other component light enters the light
valve, and The other component light 1s modulated with the to
second component light.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FI1G. 1 1s a view 1llustrating an outline of a projection-type
image display apparatus 100 according to a first embodiment
ol the present 1nvention;

FI1G. 2 1s a view 1llustrating a schematic configuration of an
i1llumination unit 120 according to the first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 1s a view 1illustrating an RGB color reproduction
range according to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are image view illustrating example of
resolution of a liquid crystal panel according to the first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram illustrating functions of the
projection-type image display apparatus 100 according to the
first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 1s a view 1llustrating a relationship between a color
signal and a display color according to the first embodiment
of the present 1nvention;

FI1G. 7 1s a view 1llustrating a schematic configuration of an
illumination unit 120 according to a second embodiment of
the present invention;

FI1G. 8 1s a view 1llustrating a schematic configuration of an
illumination unit 120 according to a third embodiment of the
present invention;

FI1G. 9 1s a view 1llustrating a schematic configuration of an
1llumination unit 120 according to a fourth embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 10 1s a view 1llustrating a schematic configuration of
an 1llumination unit 120 according to a fifth embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 11 1s a view 1illustrating a schematic configuration of
an 1llumination unit 120 according to a sixth embodiment of
the present invention;

FI1G. 12 1s a view 1illustrating a schematic configuration of
an 1llumination unit 120 according to a seventh embodiment
of the present to ivention;

FI1G. 13 1s a view 1illustrating a schematic configuration of
an 1llumination unit 120 according to an eighth embodiment
of the present 1nvention;

FIG. 14 1s a view 1llustrating a schematic configuration of
an 1llumination unit 120 according to a ninth embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 151s an enlarged view of a mirror 323 according to the
ninth embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 16A and 16B are view illustrating configuration of a
liquid crystal panel 30G according to a tenth embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 17 1s a view 1illustrating a configuration of a liquid
crystal panel 30 according to an eleventh embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 18 1s a view explaining light emitted by a light source
10 (UHP lamp).
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4
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A projection-type 1mage display unit according to each
embodiment of the present invention will be described below
by referring to the drawings. Note that same or similar refer-
ence numerals denote same or similar portions in the draw-
ngs.

Note that the drawings are merely schematic and propor-
tions of sizes and the like are different from actual ones. Thus,
specific sizes and the like should be determined by referring,
to the description below. In addition, needless to say, portions
are included where relationships or proportions of sizes of the
drawings differ among the drawings.

First Embodiment

(Outline of Projection-Type Image Display Apparatus)

The following will explain the outline of a projection-type
image display apparatus according to a first embodiment of
the present invention with reference to drawings. FIG. 11s a
view 1llustrating the outline of a projection-type 1mage dis-
play apparatus 100 according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.

As 1llustrated i FIG. 1, the projection-type image display
apparatus 100 has a projection lens umt 110 and projects
image light enlarged by the projection lens umt 110 on a
screen 200. The projection-type image display apparatus 100
utilizes vellow component light as fourth color component
light 1n addition to red component light, green component
light and blue component light as described later.
(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unit)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
an 1llumination unit according to the first embodiment of the
present invention with reference to the drawings. FIG. 2 1s a
view 1llustrating a schematic configuration of an 1llumination
unmit 120 according to the first embodiment of the present
invention. It should be noted that FIG. 2 omaits a fly-eye lens
that homogenizes light beams emitted by a light source 10, a
Polarized Beam Splitter (PBS) that aligns polarization direc-
tions of light beams emitted by the light source 10, and the
like.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2, the 1llumination unit 120 includes
the light source 10, a plurality of liguid crystal panels 30
(liguid crystal panel 30R, liquid crystal panel 30G, liquid
crystal panel 30B and liquid crystal panel 30Ye) and a cross
dichroic cube 60. Additionally, it should be noted that the
projection unit 110 1s not included in the 1llumination unit 120
though 1t 1s 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2.

The light source 10 1s a UHP lamp that emits whate light, or
the like. In other words, light emitted by the light source 10
includes at least red component light, green component light,
blue component light and yellow component light.

Herein, the yellow component light refers to light that can
reproduce color that 1s out of a reproducible colorrange (RGB
color reproducible range) of red component light, green com-
ponent light and blue component light as illustrated 1n FIG. 3.
In a projection-type 1mage display apparatus using light
beams of three colors, the yellow component light 1s light that
1s removed 1n the process of color separation.

The liquid crystal panel 30R modulates red component
light according to a red input signal as described later. In
addition, a pair of polarizing plates (not shown) 1s provided on
a light incident side and a light emitting side of the liquid
crystal panel 30R.

Likewise, the liqud crystal panel 30G modulates green
component light according to a green mput signal and the
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liguid crystal panel 30B modulates blue component light
according to a blue mnput signal. In addition, a pair of polar-
1zing plates (not shown) 1s provided on a light incident side
and a light emitting side of each of the liquid crystal panel
30G and the liquid crystal panel 30B.

Meanwhile, the liquid crystal panel 30Ye modulates yel-
low component light according to an amount of modulation
(vellow signal) controlled according to contribution calcu-
lated based on the red input signal, green input signal and blue
input signal. In addition, a polarizing plate (not shown) may
be provided on at least one of the light incident side or the
light emitting side of the liquid crystal panel 30Ye.

Light emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye enters on
the liguid crystal panel 30R (a certain light valve). In other
words, the liquid crystal panel 30R 1s provided on an optical
path of light after being emitted from the liquid crystal panel
30Ye before entering the cross dichroic cube 60.

It should be noted that control of the amount of modulation
of the liquid crystal panel 30Ye refers to control of an amount
of yellow component light transmitted through the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye.

It 1s preferable that light emitted from the liquid crystal
panel 30Ye approximately form an 1image on the liquid crystal
panel 30R. For example, relay lenses (lens 86, lens 87, and
lens 83) are provided on the optical path of the light ematted
from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye between the liquid crystal
panel 30Ye and the liquid crystal panel 30R, thereby making,
it possible for light emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye
to approximately form an image on the liquid crystal panel
30R. Herein, 1t should be noted that approximate image form-
ing 1s a concept including full image forming.

Herein, resolution of the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s dif-
terent from those of the liquid crystal panel 30R, the liquid
crystal panel 30G and the liquid crystal panel 30B. FIG. 4A 1s
an 1mage view 1illustrating one example of resolution of the
liquid crystal panel 30R, the liquid crystal panel 30G and the
liquid crystal panel 30B. FIG. 4B 1s an image view 1llustrating
one example of resolution of the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As
illustrated in F1GS. 4 A and 4B, each of the liquid crystal panel
30R, the liquid crystal panel 30G and the liquid crystal panel
30B has a high resolution in order to display a high definition
image on the screen 200. Meanwhile, the light emitted from
the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s used mainly as 1llumination
light. Accordingly, 1t 1s preferable that a resolution of the
liquid crystal panel 30Ye be lower than those of the liqud
crystal panel 30R, the liquid crystal panel 30G and the liquid
crystal panel 30B 1n order to prevent a decrease 1n to utiliza-
tion efliciency of light due to electrodes provided on the liquid
crystal panel. Moreover, 1t 1s suilicient that the resolution of
the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s low since the amount of
yellow component light may be adjusted for each target
region.

It should be noted that a low resolution 1s a concept that
includes a state where the liquid crystal panel 30Ye has no
resolution. Accordingly, the liquid crystal panel 30Ye does
not have to be configured such that the amount of modulation
1s controllable for each of the plurality of regions and may
have a configuration such that only the amount of modulation
ol the entire surface 1s controlled.

Moreover, the resolution of the liquid crystal panel 30Ye
may be the same as those of the liquid crystal panel 30R, the
liquad crystal panel 30G and the liquid crystal panel 30B.

The cross dichroic cube 60 combines light emitted from
cach of the liqud crystal panel 30R, the liquid crystal panel
30G and the liquid crystal panel 30B. In other words, the cross
dichroic cube 60 combines red component light and yellow
component light emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30R,
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green component light emitted from the liquid crystal panel
30G and blue component light emitted from the liquid crystal
panel 30B. Furthermore, the cross dichroic cube 60 emits the
combined light (image light) including red component light,
green component light, blue component light and yellow
component light toward the projection lens unit 110.

The projection lens unit 110 projects the combined light
(1mage light) combined by the cross dichroic cube 60 on
screen 200 as mentioned above.

Referring back to FIG. 2, the illumination unit 120 has a
plurality of mirror groups (mirrors 21 to 27). The mirror 21 1s
a dichroic mirror that transmits blue component light and
reflects other light including red component light, green com-
ponent light and yellow component light. The mirror 22 1s a
mirror that reflects blue component light on the liquid crystal
panel 30B side. The mirror 23 1s a dichroic mirror that retlects
green component light on the liquid crystal panel 30G side
and transmits other light including red component light and
yellow component light. The mirror 24 1s a dichroic mirror
that reflects red component light on the liquid crystal panel
30R side and transmits other light including yellow compo-
nent light. The mirror 25 1s a mirror that retlects yellow
component light on the liquid crystal panel 30Ye side. The
mirror 26 1s a mirror that retlects yellow component light on
the liguid crystal panel 30R side. The mirror 27 1s a dichroic
mirror that transmits yellow component light emitted from
the liquid crystal panel 30Ye and reflects red component light
on the liquid crystal panel 30R side.

Herein, the mirror 21, the mirror 23 and the mirror 24 form
a color separator configured to separate light emitted from the
light source 10 1nto red component light, green component
light, blue component light and yellow component light.

The illumination umt 120 has a plurality of lens groups
(lenses 41 to 43 and lenses 81 to 87). The lens 41 1s a con-
denser lens that collimates blue component light reflected by
the mirror 22 so that the liquid crystal panel 30B i1s irradiated
with blue component light. The lens 42 1s a condenser lens
that collimates green component light reflected by the mirror
23 so that the liquid crystal panel 30G 1s 1rradiated with green
component light. The lens 43 1s a condenser lens that colli-
mates red component light transmitted through the mirror 23
so that the liquid crystal panel 30R 1s wrradiated with red
component light. Likewise, the lens 43 1s a condenser lens
that collimates yellow component light transmitted through
the mirror 23 so that the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s irradiated
with yellow component light.

The lenses 81 to 83 are relay lenses that cause red compo-
nent light, collimated by the lens 43, to approximately form
an 1mage on the liquid crystal panel 30R. The lenses 81, 84
and 83 are relay lenses that cause yellow component light,
collimated by the lens 43, to approximately form an image on
the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. The lenses 86, 87 and 83 are
relay lenses that cause yellow component light to approxi-
mately form an image on the liquid crystal panel 30R while
controlling expansion of yellow component light emaitted
from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye.

The illumination unit 120 has a wave plate 50 that rotates a
polarization direction of yellow component light by 90
degrees. More specifically, the wave plate 50 rotates the
polarization direction of yellow component light, which 1s the
same as that of red component light, by substantially 90
degrees to emit yellow component light to the liquid crystal
panel 30R side.

Here, when the polarization direction of yellow component
light emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s different
from that of red component light entering the liqud crystal
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panel 30R, yellow component light 1s shielded by apolarizing
plate provided on the light incident side of the to liquid crystal
panel 30R.

Accordingly, as to whether or not voltage should be applied
to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye, 1t 1s controlled based on a
relationship between a voltage-applied condition and a rota-
tion of polarized light. The following will explain examples
including first and second types of liquid crystal panels. Spe-
cifically, the first type liquid crystal panel 1s configured to
rotate the polarization direction with no voltage applied
thereto and not to rotate the polarization direction with volt-
age applied thereto. Moreover, the second type liquid crystal
panel 1s configured not to rotate the polarization direction
with no voltage applied thereto and to rotate the polarization

direction with voltage applied thereto.
(1) Case Where Liquid Crystal Panel 30Ye 1s the First Type

(1-1) Case Where Wave Plate 50 1s not Provided

In order to turn off yellow component light, no voltage 1s
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liqud
crystal panel 30Ye rotates the polarization direction of yellow
component light, so that the polarization direction of yellow
component light 1s different from that of red component light.
In other words, yellow component light 1s shielded by the
polarizing plate provided on the light incident side of the
liquad crystal panel 30R.

In order to turn on yellow component light, voltage 1s
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye does not rotate the polarization direction
of yellow component light, so that the polarization direction
of yellow component light 1s the same as that of red compo-
nent light.

(1-2) Case Where Wave Plate 50 1s Provided

In order to turn off yellow component light, voltage 1s
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liqud
crystal panel 30Ye does not rotate the polarization direction
of yellow component light after the wave plate 50 rotates the
polarization direction of yellow component light, so that the
polarization direction of yellow component light 1s different
from that of red component light. In other words, yellow
component light 1s shielded by the polarizing plate provided
on the light incident side of the liquid crystal panel 30R.
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In order to turn on yellow component light, no voltage 1s
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye further rotates the polarization direction of
yellow component light after the wave plate 50 rotates the
polarization direction of yellow component light, so that the
polarization direction of yellow component light 1s the same
as that of red component light.
(2) Case Where Liquid Crystal Panel 30Ye 1s a Second Type
(2-1) Case Where Wave Plate 50 1s not Provided

In order to turn off yellow component light, voltage 1s
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye rotates the polarization direction of yellow
component light, so that the polarization direction of yellow
component light 1s different from that of red component light.
In other words, yvellow component light 1s shielded by the
polarizing plate provided on the light incident side of the
liquid crystal panel 30R.

In order to turn on yellow component light, voltage 1s not
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye does not rotate the polarization direction
of yellow component light, so that the polarization direction
of yellow component light 1s the same as that of red compo-
nent light.

(2-2) Case Where Wave Plate 50 1s Provided

In order to turn oif yellow component light, no voltage 1s
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye does not rotate the polarization direction
of yellow component light after the wave plate 50 rotates the
polarization direction of yellow component light, so that the
polarization direction of yellow component light 1s different
from that of red component light. In other words, yellow
component light 1s shielded by the polarizing plate provided
on the light incident side of the liquid crystal panel 30R.

In order to turn on yellow component light, voltage 1s
applied to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. As a result, the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye further rotates the polarization direction of
yellow component light after the wave plate 50 rotates the
polarization direction of yellow component light, so that the
polarization direction of yellow component light becomes the
same as that of red component light.

TABLE 1
NARROW BAND
MIRROR 24 VAVE PLATE 50 LIQUID CRYSTAL PANEL 30Ye  LIQUID CRYSTAL PANEL 30R
POLARIZAION POLARIZAION POLARIZAION  POLARIZAION
DIRECTION OF DIRECTION OF DIRECTION OF  DIRECTION OF
YELLOW EXISTS YELLOW YELLOW YELLOW
COMPONENTYE OR COMPONENT YE COMPONENTYE COMPONENTYE
(EMISSION) NOT  (EMISSION) VOLTAGE  (EMISSION) (INCIDENT) ON/OFF
.IQUID CRYSTAL PANEL 30YE = FIRST TYPE
- RED LIGHT EXISTS = RED LIGHT ON = RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT OFF
COMPONENT R COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R
EXISTS = RED LIGHT OFF - RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT ON
COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R
NOT  =RED LIGHT OFF - RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT ON
COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R
NOT  =RED LIGHT ON = RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT OFF
COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R
I.IQUID CRYSTAL PANEL 30YE = SECOND TYPE
- RED LIGHT EXISTS = RED LIGHT ON - RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT ON
COMPONENT R COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R
EXISTS = RED LIGHT OFF = RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT OFF
COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R
NOT  =RED LIGHT OFF = RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT OFF
COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R
NOT  =RED LIGHT ON - RED LIGHT = RED LIGHT ON
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NARROW BAND

MIRROR 24 VAVE PLATE 50 LIQUID CRYSTAL PANEL 30Ye  LIQUID CRYSTAL PANEL 30R

POLARIZAION POLARIZAION POLARIZAION  POLARIZAION

DIRECTION OF DIRECTION OF DIRECTIONOF  DIRECTION OF

YELLOW EXISTS YELLOW YELLOW YELLOW

COMPONENTYE OR COMPONENT YE COMPONENTYE COMPONENT YE

(EMISSION) NOT  (EMISSION) VOLTAGE  (EMISSION) (INCIDENT) ON/OFF
COMPONENT R COMPONENTR  COMPONENT R

Here, table 1 shows a relationship between the aloremen-

tioned voltage-applied condition and rotation of the polarized
light.
(Functions of Projection-Type Image Display Apparatus)

The following will explain the functions of the projection-
type 1mage display apparatus according to the first embodi-
ment with reference to the drawings. FIG. 5 1s a block dia-
gram 1llustrating the functions of the projection-type image
display apparatus 100 according to the first embodiment.

The projection-type 1mage display apparatus 100 includes
a controller 130 including a signal recerver 210 and a modu-
lation amount controller 220.

The signal recerver 210 1s configured to receive the respec-
tive color signals (a red input signal, a green input signal and
a blue mput signal). For example, the signal receiver 210
obtains each color signal from a color separation block that
separates a color signal from an 1mage signal.

The modulation amount controller 220 1s configured to
control an amount of modulation of each liquid crystal panels
30 (a liqud crystal panel 30R, a liquid crystal panel 30C, a
liquid crystal panel 30B and a liquid crystal panel 30Ye)
based on each color signal obtained from the signal receiver
210.

More specifically, the modulation amount controller 220
iputs a red mput signal without any modulation added
thereto to the liquid crystal panel 30R. Likewise, the modu-
lation amount controller 220 mputs a green input signal with-
out any modulation to the liquid crystal panel 30G and inputs
a blue 1nput signal without any modulation to the liquid
crystal panel 30G. On the other hand, the modulation amount
controller 220 calculates contribution of yellow component
light based on the red 1nput signal, the green input signal and
the blue input signal and generates a yellow signal to be
inputted to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye.

Here, the modulation amount controller 220 calculates a
luminance representative value for each target region, based
on each of the red 1nput signal, the green input signal and the
blue mput signal. The luminance representative value
includes a luminance minimum value, a luminance maximum
value, a luminance average value and the like. Sequentially,
the modulation amount controller 220 decides an amount of
superimposition ol yellow component light for an 1mage
according to the luminance representative value and controls
the amount of modulation (namely, value of yellow signal) of
the liquid crystal panel 30Ye.

For example, assume a case where each color signal 1s
represented by an eight-bit sequence. When the luminance
representative value 1s 253, a value of the yellow signal 1s a
maximum value (namely, 255). On the other hand, when the
luminance representative value 1s 128, the value of the yellow
signal 1s a half of the maximum value (namely, 128).

Accordingly, when an 1image displayed on the screen 200 1s
black, the luminance representative value 1s 0, and the value
of the yellow signal 1s also 0. On the other hand, when an
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image displayed on the screen 200 1s white, the luminance
representative value 1s 255, and the value of the yellow signal
1s also 255. As a result, when the 1mage displayed on the
screen 200 1s white, light emitted from the liquid crystal panel
30Ye 1s added to light emitted from the liquid crystal panel
30R, so that the luminance of the image displayed on the
screen 200 1s improved.

The aforementioned target regions refer to those formed on
the liqud crystal panel 30Ye according to resolution of the
liquid crystal panel 30Ye. Namely, on the liquid crystal panel
30R, the target regions are those with which light emaitted
from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s 1rradiated. The size of
cach target region 1s changeable according to an accuracy of
an adjustment of a luminance of the image displayed on the
screen 200. The changing of size of the target region may be
made with hardware, such as replacement of liquid crystal
panel 30Ye or with software, such as a change 1n control of the
liquad crystal panel 30Ye.

In addition, when the value of the yellow signal 1s individu-
ally decided between one target region and another target
region adjacent to the one target region, causing deterioration
in luminance balance of the image displayed on the screen
200, the value of the yellow signal of the one target region 1s
preferably decided with consideration given to the value of
the yellow signal of the other target region.

An explanation will be next given of a relationship between
the color of the 1mage displayed on the target region and the
color component light for use 1n reproducing the 1mage dis-
played on the target region.

More specifically, the amount of each color component
light (that 1s, the amount of modulation of each liquid crystal
panel 30) 1s controlled according to the color of the 1image
displayed on the target region. When the image displayed on
the target region 1s white as illustrated in FIG. 6, all of red
component light, green component light, blue component
light and yellow component light are utilized. When the
image displayed on the target region 1s black, none of red
component light, green component light, blue component
light or yellow component light 1s utilized.

When the image displayed on the target region 1s red, only
the red component light 1s utilized. Likewise, when the image
displayed on the target region 1s green, only the green com-
ponent light 1s utilized, and when the 1mage displayed on the
target region 1s blue, only the blue component light 1s utilized.

When the mmage displayed on the entire surface of the
target region 1s yellow, 1t 1s impossible to utilize only yellow
component light since yellow component light enters the
liquid crystal panel 30R. Accordingly, red component light
and green component light are utilized instead of yellow
component light 1n order to prevent the red color from being
mixed 1n the yellow color. Incidentally, yellow component
light may be utilized as a matter of course, 1f the usage 1s
within a range that the yellow color balance can be main-
tained.
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(Function and Effect)

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the first embodiment, yellow component light (the
tourth color component light) emitted from the liquid crystal
panel 30Ye enters on the liquid crystal panel 30R. Namely,
yellow component light 1s superimposed on red component
light and the resultant light 1s supplied to the cross dichroic
cube 60. Accordingly, even when yellow component light 1s
utilized 1n addition to red component light, green component
light and blue component light, light to enter the cross dich-
roic cube 60 includes three types (light including red compo-
nent light and yellow component light, green component light
and blue component light). As a result, there 1s no need to
change design of the projection lens umit 110, making 1t
possible to suppress an increase 1n manufacturing cost of the
entire apparatus.

Moreover, yellow component light 1s superimposed on red
component light and the resultant light 1s supplied to the cross
dichroic cube 60, resulting 1n 1improvement of luminance of
the 1mage projected on the screen 200 by the projection lens
unit 110.

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the first embodiment, the resolution of the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye 1s lower than those of the liquid crystal
panel 30R, the liquid crystal panel 30G and liquid crystal
panel 30B. Accordingly, a decrease 1n utilization efficiency of
yellow component light due to electrodes provided on the
liquid crystal panel 30Ye can be suppressed, resulting 1n an
increase 1n utilization efficiency of yellow component light to
be utilized as i1llumination light.

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the first embodiment, the yellow signal (an amount of
modulation of liquid crystal panel 30Ye) 1s controlled based
on the red mnput signal, the green mput signal and the blue
input signal. Consequently, it 1s possible to improve lumi-
nance of the image appropriately without losing the color
balance of the image projected on the screen 200.

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the first embodiment, yellow component light whose
amount of light 1s controlled for each target region approxi-
mately forms an 1image on the liquid crystal panel 30R. Thus,
it 15 possible to appropriately improve luminance of the entire
image projected on the screen 200.

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the first embodiment, since yellow component light
enters on the liquid crystal panel 30R that modulates red
component light, 1t 1s possible to increase the life time of the
liquid crystal panel and the polanizing plate, as compared with
the case i which yellow component light enters on another
liquid crystal panel. Additionally, 1n order to increase the
lifetime of the liquid crystal panel and the polarizing plate,
cooling power of apparatuses (a liquid cooling apparatus and
an air cooling apparatus) that cools these elements may be
strengthened.

Here, note that the lifetime of liquid crystal panel 30B may
be shortened when yellow component light enters on the
liquad crystal panel 30B 1n addition to blue component light,
since energy of blue component light 1s generally high. Also,
note that the lifetime of liquid crystal panel 30G may be
shortened when yellow component light enters on the liquid
crystal panel 30G 1n addition to green component light, since
the light amount (calonfic value) of green component light 1s
generally high.

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the first embodiment, the illumination unit 120 has a
configuration 1n which lenses 84 to 87, liquid crystal panel
30Ye and wave plate 50 are added to the general configuration
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ol a three-plate projection-type 1mage display apparatus. In
other words, since a configuration similar to the three-plate
projection-type image display apparatus can be employed, an
optical design load of the illumination umit 120 can be
reduced.

Second Embodiment

The following will explain a second embodiment with
reference to the drawing. In addition, the following will
explain mainly the difference between the aforementioned
first and second embodiments.

More specifically, in the aforementioned first embodiment,
the wave plate 50 1s provided on the optical path of yellow
component light before the light enters the liquid crystal
panel 30Ye. On the contrary, in the second to embodiment, the
wave plate 50 1s provided on the optical path of yellow com-
ponent light after the light 1s emitted from the liquid crystal
panel 30Ye.

(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unit)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the second embodiment
with reference to the drawing. FIG. 7 1s a view 1llustrating the
schematic configuration of the 1llumination unit 120 accord-
ing to the second embodiment. Additionally, 1t 1s to be noted
that parts 1n FIG. 7 identical to those 1n FIG. 2 are assigned the
same reference numerals as those 1n FIG. 2.

As shown 1n FIG. 7, the wave plate 50 1s provided on the
side from which yellow component light 1s emitted, of the
liquid crystal panel 30Ye. It 1s preferable that the wave plate
50 1s provided close to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye.

Here, when the polarization direction of yellow component
light, which 1s the same as that of red component light, 1s
rotated by 90 degrees by the liquid crystal panel 30Ye before
being emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye, the wave
plate rotates the polarization direction of yellow component
light by 90 degrees. The polarization direction of yellow
component light thus rotated by 90 degrees by the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye 1s further rotated by 90 degrees, by the
wave plate 50. In other words, the wave plate 50 returns the
polarization direction of yellow component light to the origi-
nal polarization direction to align the polarization direction of
yellow component light to those of red component light,
green component light and blue component light.

Third Embodiment

The following will explain a third embodiment with refer-
ence to the drawing. The following will explain mainly the
difference between the aforementioned first and third
embodiments.

More specifically, 1in the aforementioned first embodiment,
yellow component light emitted from the liquid crystal panel
30Ye enters on the liquid crystal panel 30R. On the contrary,
in the third embodiment, yellow component light emaitted
from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye enters on the liquid crystal
panel 30G (a certain light valve).

(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unait)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the third embodiment with
reference to the to drawing. FIG. 8 1s a view 1illustrating the
schematic configuration of the 1llumination unit 120 accord-
ing to the third embodiment. Additionally, 1t should be noted
that parts 1n FIG. 8 identical to those 1n FIG. 2 are assigned the
same reference numerals as those 1n FIG. 2.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 8, the illumination unit 120 has a
plurality of mirror groups (mirrors 121 to 127). The mirror
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121 1s a dichroic mirror that transmits blue component light
and green component light and reflects other light including

red component light and yellow component light. The mirror
122 1s a dichroic mirror that transmits blue component light
and reflects green component light. The mirror 123 1s a mirror 3
that reflects blue component light on the liquid crystal panel
30B side. The mirror 124 1s a dichroic mirror that retlects
yellow component light on the liquid crystal panel 30Ye side
and transmits red component light. The mirror 125 1s a dich-
roic mirror that transmits yellow component light emitted 10
from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye and reflects green compo-
nent light reflected by the mirror 122, on the liqud crystal
panel 30G side. The mirror 126 and the mirror 127 are mirrors
that reflect and guide red component light to the liquid crystal
panel 30R side. 15

Herein, the mirror 121, the mirror 122 and the mirror 124
form a color separator configured to separate light emitted
from the light source 10 into red component light, green
component light, blue component light, and yellow compo-
nent light. 20

Thus, 1n the second embodiment, yellow component light
emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye enters on the liquid
crystal 30G.

The 1llumination unit 120 has a plurality of lens groups
(lenses 141 to 143 and lenses 181 to 190). The lenses 141 and 25
142 are condenser lenses that collimate red component light,
green component light and blue component light so that the
respective liquid crystal panels 30 are irradiated with corre-
sponding one of red component light, green component light
and blue component light. The lens 143 1s a condenser lens 30
that collimates yellow component light so that the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye 1s 1rradiated with yellow component light.

The lenses 181 to 183 are relay lenses that cause blue
component light to approximately form an 1image on the lig-
uid crystal panel 30B. The lenses 181, 184 and 183 are relay 35
lenses that cause green component light to approximately
form an 1mage on the liquid crystal panel 30G. The lenses
186, 187 and 185 are relay lenses that guide yellow compo-
nent light to the liquid crystal panel 30G side and cause
yellow component light to approximately form an 1image on 40
the liqud crystal panel 30G while controlling expansion of
yellow component light. The lenses 188 to 190 are relay
lenses that cause red component light to approximately form
an 1mage on the liquid crystal panel 30R.

(Function and Effect) 45

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the third embodiment, yellow component light 1s
superimposed on green component light and the resultant
light 1s supplied to the cross dichroic cube 60. Accordingly, 1t
1s possible to improve luminance of the 1mage appropriately 50
without losing the color balance 1n consideration of relative
luminous efficiency. Here, 1t should be noted that the range of
color that a person perceives as being green 1s wider than the
range of color that a person perceives as being red or blue. For
this reason, even 1f yellow component light 1s superimposed 35
on green component light, the color balance with consider-
ation given to relative luminous efliciency 1s not easily lost.

Fourth Embodiment
60
The following will explain a fourth embodiment with ref-
erence to the drawing. The following will explain mainly the
difference between the aforementioned third and fourth
embodiments. More specifically, the difference between the
alorementioned third embodiment and the fourth embodi- 65
ment lies 1n the method for the separation of respective color
component light and the combination thereof.
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(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unait)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the fourth embodiment
with reference to the drawing. FIG. 9 1s a view 1llustrating the
schematic configuration of the 1llumination unit 120 accord-
ing to the fourth embodiment. Additionally, 1t 1s to be noted
that parts 1n FIG. 9 identical to those 1n FIG. 8 are assigned the
same reference numerals as those 1n FIG. 8.

The 1llumination unit 120 has a plurality of mirror groups
(mirrors 321 to 328). The mirror 321 1s a dichroic mirror that
transmits blue component light and reflects other light includ-
ing red component light, green component light and yellow
component light. The mirror 322 1s a mirror that reflects blue
component light on the liquid crystal panel 30B side. The to
mirror 323 1s a dichroic mirror that retlects green component
light on the liquid crystal panel 30G side and transmits other
light including red component light and yellow component
light. Accordingly, the mirror 323 transmits yellow compo-
nent light emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye to pass
through to the liquid crystal panel 30G side. The mirror 324 1s
a dichroic mirror that retlects red component light on the
liquid crystal panel 30R side and transmits yellow component
light. The mirror 325 1s a mirror that reflects red component
light on the liquid crystal panel 30R side. The mirror 326 1s a
mirror that reflects yellow component light on the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye side. The mirror 327 and mirror 328 are
mirrors that reflect and guide light (vellow component light)
emitted from the liquid crystal panel 30Ye to the liquid crystal
panel 30G side.

Herein, the mirror 321, the mirror 323 and the mirror 324
form a color separator configured to separate light emitted
from the light source 10 1nto red component light, green

component light, blue component light, and yellow compo-
nent light.

The illumination umt 120 has a plurality of lens groups
(lenses 241 to 243 and lenses 281 to 290). The lenses 241 and
242 are condenser lenses that collimate green component
light and blue component light so that the respective liquid
crystal panels 30 are irradiated with green component light
and blue component light. The lens 243 1s a condenser lens

that collimates red component light so that the liquid crystal
panel 30R 1s irradiated with red component light. Moreover,
the lens 243 1s a condenser lens that collimates yellow com-
ponent light so that the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s irradiated
with yellow component light.

The lenses 281 to 283 are relay lenses that cause red com-
ponent light to approximately form an image on the liquid
crystal panel 30R. The lenses 281, 284 and 283 are relay
lenses that cause yellow component light to approximately
form an 1mage on the liquid crystal panel 30Ye. The lenses
286 to 290 and 242 are relay lenses that guide yellow com-
ponent light to the liquid crystal panel 30G side and cause
yellow component light to approximately form an image on
the liquid crystal panel 30G while controlling expansion of
yellow component light. In addition, vellow component light
1s caused to approximately form ani1mage by the lenses 286 to
288 and is therealiter caused to approximately form an image
again by the lenses 289, 290 and 242.

(Function and Effect)

According to the projection-type 1mage display apparatus
100 of the fourth embodiment, the 1llumination unit 120 has a
configuration in which lenses 326 to 328, liquid crystal panel
30Ye and wave plate 50 are added to the general configuration
of a three-plate projection-type 1mage display apparatus. In
other words, since 1t 1s possible to use the configuration
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similar to the three-plate projection-type image display appa-
ratus, an optical design load of the 1llumination umt 120 can
be reduced.

Fitth Embodiment

The following will explain a fifth embodiment with refer-
ence to the drawing. The following will explain mainly the
difference between the aforementioned fourth embodiment
and the fifth embodiment. More specifically, the difference
between the atorementioned fourth and fifth embodiments
lies 1n the method for the separation of the respective color
component light and the combination thereof.

(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unit)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the fifth embodiment with
reference to the drawing. FIG. 10 1s a view 1illustrating the
schematic configuration of the 1llumination unit 120 accord-
ing to the fifth embodiment. Additionally, 1t 1s to be noted that
parts 1n FIG. 10 1dentical to those 1n FIG. 9 are assigned the
same reference numerals as those 1 FIG. 9.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10, the 1llumination unit 120 has a
cross dichroic mirror 61 1n place of the aforementioned mir-
rors 324 and 326.

The cross dichroic mirror 61 reflects red component light
on the liquid crystal panel 30R side and reflects yellow com-
ponent light on the liquid crystal panel 30Ye (mirror 327)
side.

Herein, the mirror 321, the mirror 323 and the cross dich-
roic mirror 61 form a color separator configured to separate
light emitted from the light source 10 into red component
light, green component light, blue component light, and yel-
low component light.

(Function and Effect)

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the fifth embodiment, since the cross dichroic mirror
61 1s used 1n place of the mirrors 324 and 326, 1t 1s possible to
mimaturize the i1llumination unit 120 as compared with the

fourth embodiment.

Sixth Embodiment

The following will explain a sixth embodiment with refer-
ence to the drawing. The following will explain mainly the
difference between the aforementioned fourth and sixth
embodiments. More specifically, in the aforementioned
fourth embodiment, a transmission liquid crystal panel 1s
used as a liquid crystal panel (the liquid crystal panel 30Ye)
that modulates yellow component light. On the contrary, in
the sixth embodiment, a reflection liqud crystal panel
(LCOS)1sused as a liquid crystal panel that modulates yellow
component light.

(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unit)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the sixth embodiment with
reference to the drawing. FIG. 11 1s a view 1illustrating the
schematic configuration of the 1llumination unit 120 accord-
ing to the sixth embodiment. Additionally, 1t 1s to be noted that
parts 1n FIG. 11 1dentical to those 1n FIG. 9 are assigned the
same reference numerals as those 1n FIG. 9.

As 1llustrated 1in FIG. 11, the illumination unit 120 has a
liquid crystal panel 31Ye, a narrow-band wave plate 51, and a
Cross mirror 62.

The liquid crystal panel 31Ye 1s a reflection liquid crystal
panel that modulates yellow component light and then retlects
the modulated yellow component light. Additionally, similar
to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye, 1t 1s preferable that resolution
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of the liquid crystal panel 31Ye 1s lower than those of the
liquid crystal panel 30R, liquid crystal panel 30G and liquid
crystal panel 30B.

The narrow-band wave plate 51 1s configured to rotate the
polarization direction of light 1n a predetermined wave range
by 90 degrees. More specifically, when the polarization direc-
tions of red component light, green component light, blue
component light and yellow component light are aligned to
P-polarized light, the narrow-band wave plate 51 rotates the
polarization direction of yellow component light by 90
degrees. On the other hand, when the polarization directions
of red component light, green component light, blue compo-
nent light and yellow component light are aligned to S-polar-
1zed light, the narrow-band wave plate 51 rotates the polar-
1zation directions of red component light, green component
light and blue component light (except yellow component
light) by 90 degrees.

The cross mirror 62 has a dichroic mirror surface 62a,
which reflects to green component light on the liquid crystal
panel 30G side and transmits red component light, and a PBS
mirror surface 62b, which retlects S-polarized yellow com-
ponent light on the liquid crystal panel 31Ye side and trans-

mits P-polarized yellow component light to the liquid crystal
panel 30G side.

In addition, the liqud crystal panel 31Ye rotates S-polar-
1zed yellow component light, which entered the liquid crystal
panel 31Ye, by 90 degrees and emits P-polarnized yellow
component light to the cross mirror 62 side.

The illumination umt 120 has a plurality of lens groups
(lenses 241 to 244 and lenses 281 to 283).

The lenses 241 to 243 are condenser lenses that collimate
red component light, green component light and blue com-
ponent light so that the respective liquid crystal panels 30 are
irradiated with red component light, green component light
and blue component light. The lens 244 1s a condenser lens
that collimates yellow component light so that the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye 1s irradiated with yellow component light.

The lenses 281 to 283 are relay lenses that cause red com-
ponent light to approximately form an image on the liquid
crystal panel 30R. The lenses 244 and 242 are relay lenses that
guide yellow component light to the liquid crystal panel 30G
side and causes yellow component light to approximately
form an 1mage on the liquid crystal panel 30G while control-
ling expansion of yellow component light.

Seventh Embodiment

The following will explain a seventh embodiment with
reference to the drawing. The following will explain mainly
the difference between the aforementioned fourth and sev-
enth embodiments.

More specifically, 1n the aforementioned fourth embodi-
ment, the optical element, which separates red component
light and yellow component light, 1s a dichroic mirror (mirror
324) configured to separate combined light into each color
component light according to the wavelength of color com-
ponent light.

Meanwhile, in the seventh embodiment, the optical ele-
ment, which separates red component light and yellow com-
ponent light, 1s a polarization separation element configured
to separate combined light into each color component light,
according to the polarization direction of color component
light. Accordingly, in the seventh embodiment, on the optical
path of the combined light before combined light including
red component light and to yellow component light enter the
polarization separation element, a polarization rotation ele-
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ment 1s provided, which 1s configured to shift the polarization
state of either red component light or yellow component light.
(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unit)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the seventh embodiment
with reference to the drawing. FIG. 12 1s a view 1llustrating
the schematic configuration of the illumination unit 120
according to the seventh embodiment. Additionally, 1t 1s to be
noted that parts in FIG. 12 identical to those in FIG. 9 are
assigned the same reference numerals as those i FIG. 9.
Furthermore, 1n the seventh embodiment, 1t should be noted
that light emitted by the light source 10 1s S-polarized before
entering the mirror 321.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 12, the 1llumination unit 120 has a
polarization separation element 424 in place of the mirror
324. Morecover, between the mirror 323 and the polarization
separation element 424, there 1s provided a polarization rota-
tion element 510 on the optical path of the combined light
including red component light and yellow component light.
Additionally, 1n the seventh embodiment, 1t should be noted
that the aforementioned wave plate 50 1s not provided in
particular.

The polarization rotation element 510 1s configured to
rotate the polarization direction of either red component light
or yvellow component light (yvellow component light in the
seventh embodiment) by substantially 90 degrees. More spe-
cifically, the polarization rotation element 510 converts the
polarization direction of yellow component light from S-po-
larization to P-polarization.

The polarization separation clement 424 separates the
combined light including red component light and yellow
component light ito red component light and yellow com-
ponent light according to the polarization direction of color
component light. More specifically, the polarization separa-
tion element 424 reflects S-polarized red component light and
guides red component light to the liquid crystal panel 30R
side. Meanwhile, the polarization separation element 424
transmits P-polarized yellow component light emitted from
the polarization separation element 424 and guides yellow
component light to the liquid crystal panel 30Ye side.

Here, the lenses 241 and 242 are condenser lenses that
collimate green component light and blue component light so
that the respective liquid crystal panels 30 are irradiated with
green component light and blue component light. The lens
243 1s a condenser lens that causes red component light and
yellow component light to form an image on the polarization
rotation element 510 so that the polarization rotation element
510 1s 1rradiated with red component light and yellow com-
ponent light. In other words, the polarization rotation element
510 1s provided at a position (1mage surface) where red com-
ponent light and yellow component light approximately form
an 1image.

The lenses 281 to 283 are relay lenses that cause red com-
ponent light, emitted from the polarization rotation element
510, to approximately form an 1image on the liqud crystal
panel 30R. The lenses 281, 284 and 285 are relay lenses that
cause vellow component light, emitted {from the polarization
rotation element 510, to approximately form an image on the
liquid crystal panel 30Ye. The lenses 286 to 290 and 242 are
relay lenses that guide yellow component light to the liquid
crystal panel 30G side and cause yellow component light to
approximately form an image on the liquid crystal panel 30G
while controlling expansion of yellow component light. In
other words, the liquid crystal panel 30G 1s provided at a
position (image surface) where green component light and
yellow component light approximately form an image. In
addition, yellow component light 1s caused to approximately

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

form an 1mage by the lenses 286 to 288 and i1s thereafter
caused to approximately form an 1image again by the lenses

289, 290 and 242.
(Function and Effect)

According to the projection-type 1mage display apparatus
100 of the seventh embodiment, the optical element that
separates red component light and yellow component light 1s
the polarization separation element 424 that separates the
respective color component light according to the polariza-
tion direction of color component light. This makes it pos-
sible to easily increase color purity of red component light
and prevent occurrence of color irregularities as compared
with the case of using the dichroic mirror that separates the
respective color component light according to the wavelength
range of color component light.

In particular, 1n the case of separating red component light
and vellow component light, the wavelength range of red
component light and that of yellow component light are close
to each other, and accordingly, it should be noted that there 1s
a high possibility that yellow component light will be to
partially mixed with red component light 1n the case of using
the dichroic mirror. When vellow component light 1s partially
mixed with red component light, red component light
changes to vermilion, and human eyes are sensitive to the
change from red component light to vermilion (MacAdam
cllipse). Moreover, a change 1n the amount of cutoll wave-
length (gradation), which 1s changed according to an incident
position on the dichroic mirror, can be considered, but there 1s
difficulty 1n manufacturing dichroic mirrors having wide gra-
dation.

Accordingly, 1t 1s extremely eflective to use the polariza-
tion separation element 424 to separate red component light
and yellow component light.

Eighth Embodiment

The following will explain an eighth embodiment with
reference to the drawing. The following will explain mainly
the difference between the aforementioned seventh and
eighth embodiments.

More specifically, although not particularly mentioned 1n
the seventh embodiment, on the optical path of red compo-
nent light separated by the polarization separation element
424, there 1s provided a shielding unit configured to shield
stray light (S-polarized yellow component light) superim-
posed on red component light. Likewise, on the optical path
of yellow component light separated by the polarization sepa-
ration element 424, there 1s provided a shielding unit config-
ured to shield stray light (P-polarized red component light)
superimposed on yellow component light.

Here, 1t should be noted that stray light is caused even 1
polarization directions of color component light are aligned
using the polarization separation element 424, since there 1s
difficulty 1n completely aligning the polarization directions of
color component light with one polarization direction.
(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unait)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the eighth embodiment
with reference to the drawing. FIG. 13 1s a view 1llustrating
the schematic configuration of the illumination unit 120
according to the eighth embodiment. Additionally, 1t should
be noted that parts 1n FI1G. 13 identical to those 1n FIG. 12 are
assigned the same reference numerals as those 1n FIG. 12.

As 1llustrated 1n FI1G. 13, on the optical path of red com-
ponent light separated by the polarization separation element
424, the 1llumination unit to 120 1s provided with a color filter
521 that shields stray light (S-polarized yellow component
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light) superimposed on red component light. Likewise, on the
optical path of yellow component light separated by the polar-

ization separation element 424, the i1llumination unit 120 1s
provided with a color filter 522 that shields stray light (P-po-
larized red component light) superimposed on yellow com-
ponent light.

The color filter 521 1s an optical element that transmits red
component light and shields other color component light
(S-polarized yellow component light). Likewise, the color
filter 522 1s an optical element that transmits yellow compo-
nent light and shields other color component light (P-polar-
1zed red component light).

Incidentally, only either color filter 521 or color filter 522
may be provided.

Moreover, the shielding unit configured to shield stray light
1s not limited to the color filters. More specifically, a color
filter film, which transmits only red component light, may be
deposited onto a surface of a lens (for example, lens 282 or
283) provided on the optical path of red component light
separated by the polarization separation element 424. Like-
wise, a color filter film, which transmits only yellow compo-
nent light, may be deposited onto a surface of a lens (for
example, any one of lenses 284 to 290) provided on the
optical path of yellow component light separated by the polar-
1zation separation element 424. Furthermore, on the light
incident side of the polarization rotation element 510, there
may be provided a polarizing plate that cuts an unnecessary
polarization direction of light entering the polarization rota-
tion element 510.

(Function and Effect)

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the eighth embodiment, stray light (S-polarized yellow
component light) superimposed on red component light and
stray light (P-polarized red component light) superimposed
on yellow component light are cut by the color filter 521 and
522, respectively. Accordingly, it 1s possible to improve color
purity of red component light and yellow component light.

Ninth Embodiment

The following will explain a ninth embodiment with ref-
erence to the drawing. The following will explain mainly the
difference between the atorementioned seventh and ninth
embodiments.

More specifically, the ninth embodiment 1s different from
the seventh embodiment 1n the number of lenses provided on
the optical path of yellow component light separated by the
mirror 323. Furthermore, the positions where the liquid crys-
tal panel 30Ye and the polarization rotation element 510 are
provided are described in detail later.

(Schematic Configuration of Illumination Unit)

The following will explain the schematic configuration of
the 1llumination unit according to the ninth embodiment with
reference to the drawing. FIG. 14 1s a view 1illustrating the
schematic configuration of the 1llumination unit 120 accord-
ing to the ninth embodiment. Additionally, it 1s to be noted
that parts 1n F1G. 14 1dentical to those in FIG. 12 are assigned
the same reference numerals as those 1n FI1G. 12.

As 1llustrated 1in FIG. 14, the illumination unit 120 has a
plurality of lens groups (lenses 241 to 243 and 281 to 287).

Here, the lenses 241 and 242 are condenser lenses that
collimate green component light and blue component light so
that the respective liquid crystal panels 30 are irradiated with
green component light and blue component light. The lens
243 1s a condenser lens that causes red component light and
yellow component light to form an image on the polarization
rotation element 510 so that the polarization rotation element
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510 1s wrradhated with red component light and yellow com-
ponent light. In other words, the polarization rotation element
510 1s provided at a position (image surface) where red com-
ponent light and yellow component light approximately form
an 1mage.

The lenses 281 to 283 are relay lenses that cause red com-
ponent light, emitted from the polarization rotation element
510, to approximately form an 1image on the liquid crystal
panel 30R. The lenses 281, 284 and 2835 are relay lenses that
cause yellow component light, emitted from the polarization
rotation element 510, to approximately form an 1image on the
liquad crystal panel 30Ye. The lenses 286, 287 and 242 are
relay lenses that guide yellow component light to the liquid
crystal panel 30G side and cause yellow component light to
approximately form an image on the liquid crystal panel 30G
while controlling expansion of yellow component light. In
other words, the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s provided at a
position (1mage surface) where yellow component light
approximately forms an 1mage. Furthermore, the liquid crys-
tal panel 30G 1s provided at a position (1image surface) where
green to component light and yellow component light
approximately form an image.

Additionally, 1t should be noted that the ninth embodiment
1s based on the assumption that each color component light
passes through a set of three relay lenses after approximately
forming an image, whereby each color component light
approximately forms an image again. Note that each color
component light approximately forms an image by three relay
lenses (second lens) that form one pair 1n a state that the top
and bottom and the right and left positions are inverted.

Here, 1n the ninth embodiment, the mirror 323 1s a dichroic
mirror that separates the combined light including green com-
ponent light (superimposed component light) and yellow
component light (and red component light) into yellow com-
ponent light (and red component light) and green component
light (superimposed component light). The mirror 323 has a
first light incident surface 323q that combined light including
green component light (superimposed component light) and
yellow component light enters and a second light incident
surface 3235 that yellow component light separated by the
mirror 323 reenters.

In arelay optics where yellow component light 1s separated
by the mirror 323 and reenters the second light incident sur-
tace 3235, there 1s provided a relay lens group that inverts the
top and bottom and the right and left positions of the image
surface of yellow component light an even number of times.
Meanwhile, 1n this relay optics, there 1s provided a mirror
group that inverts the right and left positions of the image
surface of yellow component light an odd number of times.

More specifically, yellow component light entering the first
light incident surface 323q 1s caused to approximately form
an 1mage on the polarization rotation element 510. The right
and left positions of the image surface of the approximately
formed 1mage of yellow component light on the polarization
rotation element 510 are inverted by the mirror 326 (firstright
and left inversion). The top and bottom and the right and left
positions of the image surtace of the approximately formed
image ol yellow component light on the polarization rotation
clement 510 are inverted by the lens 284 out of the set of relay
lenses (lenses 281, 284 and 285) (first top and bottom and
right and left inversions). The right and lett positions of the
image surface of the approximately formed 1image of yellow
component light on the polarization rotation element 510 are
inverted by the mirror 327 (second right and left inversion).
The rnight and left positions of the image surface of the
approximately formed image of yellow component light on
the polarization rotation element 510 are inverted by the
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mirror 328 (third right and left inversion). The top and bottom
and the right and left positions of the image surface of the

approximately formed image of yellow component light on
the polarization rotation element 510 are inverted by the lens
287 out of the set of relay lenses (lenses 286, 287 and 242)
(second top and bottom and right and left inversions).

As aresult, a position where a beam of yellow component
light enters the first light incident surface 323a 1s substantially
equal to a position where the beam of yellow component light
1s reenters the second light incident surface 3235.

More specifically, as 1llustrated in FIG. 135, a position (P,)
where a beam of yellow component light (L,) enters the first
light incident surface 3234 1s substantially equal to a position
(P,) where the beam of yellow component light (L.,) reenters
the second light incident surface 3235. Likewise, a position
(P,) where a beam of yellow component light (L) enters the
first light 1ncident surface 323a i1s substantially equal to a
position (P;) where the beam of yellow component light (L, )
reenters the second light incident surface 3235. In addition, a
position (P,) where a beam of yellow component light (L, )
enters the first light incident surface 323a 1s, of course, sub-
stantially equal to a position (P,) where the beam of yellow
component light (L, ) reenters the second light incident sur-
face 323b.

(Function and Effect)

According to the projection-type 1image display apparatus
100 of the ninth embodiment, the polarization rotation ele-
ment 510 1s provided at the position (1image surface) where
yellow component light approximately forms an image, and
the liquid crystal panel 30Ye 1s provided at the position (1m-
age surface) where yellow component light emitted from the
polarization rotation element 310 approximately forms an
image again. In other words, the liquid crystal panel 30Ye and
the polarization rotation element 310 are provided at the
position where a dispersion angle of yellow component light
1s reduced and an 1n-plane brightness distribution becomes
uniform. Accordingly, 1t 1s possible to mimaturize the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye and the polarization rotation element 510.

Here, since the cutoil wavelength generally shiits accord-
ing to an to incidence angle of each color component light, a
gradation 1s formed on the first light incident surface 323a of
the mirror 323 (dichroic mirror) so as to change the cutoif
wavelength little by little. In the ninth embodiment, the posi-
tion where the beam of yellow component light enters the first
light incident surface 3234 (first time) 1s substantially equal to
the position where the beam of yellow component light reen-
ters the second light incident surtface 3235 (second time).

Accordingly, even when the gradation 1s formed on the
mirror 323 (dichroic mirror), 1t 1s possible to reduce the loss
of yellow component light. In other words, 1t 1s possible to
suppress a reduction in light amount of yellow component
light guided to the liqud crystal panel 30G side due to the
difference between the position where the beam of yellow
component light passes at the first time and the position where
the beam of yellow component light passes at the second time.

Tenth Embodiment

The following will explain a tenth embodiment with refer-
ence to the drawing. The following will explain mainly the
difference between the aforementioned embodiments and the
tenth embodiment.

More specifically, although not particularly described in
the atorementioned embodiments, the tenth embodiment
describes a mechanism for shielding yellow component light
by the liquid crystal panel 30G 1n the case of turning oif
yellow component light. In the tenth embodiment, 1t should
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be noted that the liquid crystal panel 30Ye has no polarizing
plate 1n view of cost reduction and the like.

In the following description, note that the tenth embodi-
ment 1s explained based on the ninth embodiment among the
alorementioned embodiments.

(Configuration of Light Valve)

The following will explain the configuration of the light
valve of the tenth embodiment with reference to the drawing.
FIGS. 16 A and 16B are views illustrating the configuration of
a liquid crystal panel 30G according to the tenth embodiment.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 16 A and 16B, the liquid crystal
panel 30G (a certain light valve) has a liquid crystal body
31G, a polarizing plate 32G and a polarizing plate 33G.

The liquid crystal body 31G modulates color component

light by rotating the polarization direction of color compo-

nent light transmitted through the polarizing plate 32G.

The polarizing plate 32G 1s provided on the light incident
side of the liquid crystal body 31G, transmits color compo-
nent light of a first polarized direction (S-polarization 1n tenth
embodiment) and shields color component light of a second
polarized direction (P-polarization in tenth embodiment).

The polarizing plate 33G 1s provided on the light emitting,
side of the liquid crystal body 31G, transmits color compo-
nent light of the second polarized direction (P-polarization in
tenth embodiment) and shields color component light of the
first polarized direction (S-polarization 1in tenth embodi-
ment).

Asillustrated in FIG. 16 A, 1n the case of turning ON yellow
component light, the liquid crystal panel 30Ye adjusts the
polarization direction of yellow component light so that the
polarizing plate 32G transmits yellow component light. In
other words, the liquid crystal panel 30Ye adjusts the polar-
1zation direction of yellow component light so that the polar-
ization directions thereof 1s aligned with the polarization
direction of green component light incident on the liquid
crystal body 31G. Incidentally, taking the aforementioned
ninth embodiment as an example, the liquid crystal panel
30Ye converts P-polarized yellow component light to S-po-
larized yellow component light.

Meanwhile, as 1llustrated in FIG. 16B, 1n the case of turn-
ing OFF yellow component light, the liquid crystal panel
30Ye adjusts the polanization direction of yellow component
light so that the yellow component light 1s shielded by the
polarizing plate 32G. In other words, the liquid crystal panel
30Ye adjusts the polarization direction of yellow component
light so that the polarization direction thereot 1s substantially
orthogonal to that of green component light incident on the
liquid crystal body 31G. Incidentally, taking the aforemen-
tioned ninth embodiment as an example, the liquid crystal
panel 30Ye transmits P-polarized yellow component light as
it 1s.

Additionally, as illustrated in FIG. 16B, 1n the case of
turning OFF green component light (a certain color compo-
nent light), the liquid crystal body 31G transmits S-polarized
green component light as 1t 1s without rotating the polariza-
tion direction thereof. Accordingly, green component light
emitted from the liqud crystal body 31G 1s shielded by the
polarizing plate 33G.

Here, the liquid crystal panel 30G may either be the first
type liquid crystal panel or the second type liqud crystal
panel. In the tenth embodiment, any one of the liquid crystal
panels may be used, as long as green component light 1s
shielded by the polarizing plate 33G 1n the case of turning
OFF green component light, and yellow component light 1s
shielded by the polarizing plate 32G 1n the case of turning
OFF yellow component light.
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Additionally, although 1n the tenth embodiment explana-
tion has been given for the case where yellow component light
1s superimposed on green component light and the liquid
crystal panel 30G 1s irradiated with the resultant light, the
present invention 1s not limited to this. More specifically, the
tenth embodiment may be applied to a case 1n which yellow
component light 1s superimposed on blue component light
and the liquid crystal panel 30B 1s 1rradiated with the resultant
light.

(Function and Effect)

According to the projection-type image display apparatus
100 of the tenth embodiment, green component light 1s
shielded by the polarizing plate 33G in the case of turning
OFF green component light, and yellow component light 1s
shielded by the polarizing plate 32G 1n the case of turning
OFF yellow component light.

Generally, in the case of turning OFF color component
light, the color component light 1s shielded by the polarizing
plate provided on the light emitting side of the liquid crystal
panel. In other words, generally, not only green component
light but also yellow component light are turned OFF by

shielding yellow component light by the polarizing plate
33G.

However, 1n the tenth embodiment, the polarizing plate that
shields yellow component light 1s the polarizing plate 32G
provided on the light incident side of the liquid crystal panel.
Accordingly, it1s possible to prevent the polarizing plate 33G,
provided on the light incident side, from being discolored by
the heat.

Eleventh Embodiment

The following will explain an eleventh embodiment with
reference to the drawing. The eleventh embodiment waill
describe the configuration of the aforementioned liquid crys-
tal panel 30.

(Configuration of Light Valve)

The following will explain the configuration of the light
valve ol the eleventh embodiment with reference to the draw-
ing. FIG. 17 1s a view 1illustrating the configuration of the
liquad crystal panel 30 (the particularly, liquid crystal panel
30Ye or the liquid crystal panel 31Ye) in the eleventh embodi-
ment. In addition, FIG. 17 1s a view of the liquid crystal panel
30 seen from the light incident surface (or light emitting
surface) side thereof.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 17, the liquid crystal panel 30 has a
plurality of segments 131 and a plurality of transparent elec-
trodes 132.

The segments 131 are arranged 1n a matrix and can be
considered as four regions (regions A to D).

In the regions (regions A and B) formed on the upper half
of the liquid crystal panel 30, the higher the position of the
segment 131 1s, the smaller the area of the segment 131
becomes. On the other hand, in the regions (regions C and D)
formed on the lower half of the liquid crystal panel 30, the
lower the position of the segment 131 1s, the smaller the area
of the segment 131 becomes.

Meanwhile, 1n the regions (regions A and D) formed on the
left half of the liquid crystal panel 30, the transparent elec-
trode 132 1s provided on the leit side of each segment 131. In
the regions (regions B and C) formed on the right half of the
liquad crystal panel 30, the transparent electrode 132 is pro-
vided on the right side of each segment 131.

Herein, the configuration of each segment 131 will be more
specifically explained taking segments 131-1 to 131-4 as
examples.
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The area of the segment 131-2 provided above the segment
131-1 1s smaller than that of the segment 131-1 by the width
of the transparent electrode 132-1 connected to the segment
131-1.

The area of the segment 131-3 provided above the segment
131-2 1s smaller than that of the segment 131-2 by the width
of the transparent electrode 132-2 connected to the segment
131-2. In other words, the area of the segment 131-3 1s
smaller than that of the segment 131-1 by the widths of the
transparent electrodes 132-1 and 132-2.

The area of the segment 131-4 provided above the segment
131-3 1s smaller than that of the segment 131-3 by the width
ol the transparent electrode 132-3 connected to the segment
131-3. In other words, the area of the segment 131-4 1s
smaller than that of the segment 131-1 by the widths of the
transparent electrodes 132-1 to 132-3.

Each of the transparent electrodes 132 1s formed of a trans-
parent material and 1s connected to each segment 131. More-
over, the transparent electrodes 132 are provided 1n the space
generated by the reduction 1n areas of the segments 131.

In the regions (regions A and B) formed on the upper halt
of the liquid crystal panel 30, the transparent electrodes 132
are connected to an FPC: Flexible Printed Circuit, (not 1llus-
trated) formed on the upper side of the liquid crystal panel 30.
In the regions (regions C and D) formed on the lower half of
the liquid crystal panel 30, the transparent electrodes 132 are
connected to an FPC (not i1llustrated) formed on the lower side
of the liquid crystal panel 30.

Incidentally, although the eleventh embodiment has 1llus-
trated the case 1n which FPCs are provided on the upper and
lower portions of the liquid crystal panel 30, the present
invention 1s not limited to this. More specifically, FPCs may
be provided at the right and left sides of the liquid crystal
panel 30. In this case, the configuration 1llustrated in FI1G. 17
may be, of course, rotated by 90 degrees.

(Function and Effect)

According to the liqud crystal panel 30 of the eleventh
embodiment, in the case where 1t 1s unfavorable to route the
transparent electrodes 132 1n the thickness direction of the
liquid crystal panel 30, that 1s, in the case where 1t 1s favorable
to route the transparent electrodes 132 in the light incident
surface (light emitting surface), 1t 1s possible to etficiently
reduce the space in which the transparent electrodes 132 are
provided. In other words, the proportion of each segment 131
provided in the liquid crystal panel 30 1s increased, thereby
making 1t possible to obtain a suificient modulation effect
caused by each segment 131.

By using the transparent electrode 132 as the electrode
connected to each segment 131, a decrease 1n utilization
eificiency of light attributable to electrodes can be prevented.

By providing FPCs on the upper and lower portions of the
liquid crystal panel 30, the length of each transparent elec-
trode 132 1s shortened. Thus, electric resistance 1n the trans-
parent electrodes 132 can be reduced, and the width of each
transparent electrode 132 can be made narrower.
|Utilization of Yellow Component Light]

The following will explain the utilization of yellow com-
ponent light with reference to the drawing. FIG. 18 1s a view
for explaining light emitted by the aforementioned light
source 10 (UHP lamp). Here, the amount of light 1s derived
from a product of energy of light emitted from the light source

10, and relative luminous efficiency.
As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 18, there 15 a tendency that the rela-

tive luminous etficiency reaches a peak at a wavelength range
corresponding to green component light and decreases at a
short wavelength side (blue component light) and at a long
wavelength side (red component light). Accordingly, even 1t
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the energy of light emitted from the light source 10 such as a
UHP lamp reaches a peak at around 440 nm (blue component

light), around 550 nm (green component light) and around
580 nm (yellow component light) in this order, the amount of
light emitted from the light source 10 reaches a maximum at
the wavelength range corresponding to green component
light.
In addition, the amount of light emitted from the light
source 10 reaches the second highest value at a wavelength
range corresponding to yellow component light, next to the
wavelength range corresponding to green component light.

Thus, 1 view of the energy of light emitted from the light
source 10 and relative luminous efficiency, 1t can be seen that
yellow component light largely contributes to a light amount
of an 1mage.

Accordingly, projection-type 1mage display apparatuses
have been proposed that are configured to utilize yellow com-
ponent light that was not conventionally utilized. For
example, proposed are a projection-type image display appa-
ratus which does not have color filters that shield yellow
component light ({for example, Japanese Patent Publication
No. 2000-137289) and a four-plate projection-type image
display apparatus (for example, Japanese Patent Publication
No. 2002-287247).

In the atorementioned embodiments, using yellow compo-
nent light leads to improvement in luminance and employing
liquad crystal panel 30Ye (or liquid crystal panel 31Ye) sup-
presses a reduction 1n color reproduction capability. More-
over, since another liquid crystal panel 30 1s irradiated with
yellow component light which 1s emitted from the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye (or liqud crystal panel 31Ye), the back
tocus of the projection lens unit 110 does not become long as
compared with the conventional case.

Other Embodiments

The present mvention has been described by the above-
mentioned embodiments, but the description and drawings
which constitute a part of this disclosure should not be under-
stood as to limit the scope of the present invention. For those
who are skilled in the art, various alternative embodiments,
examples, and operating techniques will be apparent from
this disclosure.

For example, although in the foregoing embodiments, the
fourth color component light 1s yellow component light, the
present invention is not limited to this. The fourth color com-
ponent light may be cyan component light, magenta compo-
nent light or the like.

Although the fourth color component light 1s a single color
component light in the foregoing embodiments, the present
invention 1s not limited to this. The fourth color component
light may be multiple color component light.

Although 1n the foregoing embodiments, the resolution of
the liguid crystal panel 30Ye 1s lower than those of the liquid
crystal panel 30R, the liquid crystal panel 30G and the liquid
crystal panel 30B, the present invention 1s not limited to this.
Theresolution of the liquid crystal panel 30 Ye may be equiva-
lent to those of the liquid crystal panel 30R, the liquid crystal
panel 30G and the liquid crystal panel 30B. Furthermore, the
resolution of the liquid crystal panel 30Ye may be “17, that 1s,
the liquid crystal panel 30Ye may have no resolution.

Although 1n the foregoing embodiments, the wave plate 50,
which rotates the polarization direction of yellow component
light by 90 degrees, 1s provided on the optical path of yellow
component light before yellow component light 1s superim-
posed on red component light (or green component light), the
present invention 1s not limited to this. A narrow-band wave
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plate, which rotates only the polarization direction of yellow
component light, may be provided on the optical path of
combined light emitted from the cross dichroic cube 60.

In the aforementioned ninth embodiment, the liquid crystal
panel 30Ye 1s provided at the position where the 1mage sur-
face of yellow component light 1s formed. However, as shown
in the eleventh embodiment, when the liquid crystal panel
30Ye has the resolution, the liquid crystal panel 30Ye may be
provided at a position which 1s shifted slightly (by about
several millimeters) from the position where the image sur-
face of yellow component light 1s formed. This makes 1t
possible to prevent the transparent electrodes 132 and the like
(1including general metallic electrodes) from producing linear
irregularities corresponding to the transparent electrodes 132
and the like on a projection 1mage.

When the transparent electrodes 132 are provided 1n the
liquid crystal panel 30Ye, there 1s a possibility that linear
irregularities (moire) will occur by diffraction of yellow com-
ponent light emitted from the segments 131, and diffraction of
yellow component light which transmits through the trans-
parent electrodes 132. Additionally, when a vertical axis and
a horizontal axis of the liquid crystal panel 30Ye are parallel
to those of another liquid crystal panel 30, the line 1rregulari-
ties (moire) becomes prominent. Accordingly, 1t 1s preferable
that the transparent electrodes 132 provided in the liquid
crystal panel 30Ye be disposed parallel to a diagonal axis of
another liquid crystal panel 30 so not to be parallel to the
vertical axis and the horizontal axis of another liquid crystal
panel 30.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A projection display apparatus comprising:

a light source;

a light valve configured to modulate a light emitted from
the light source;

a light guiding member configured to divide the light emit-
ted from the light source into a first component light, a
second component light, and a third component light,
and configured to gmide divided light to the light valve;
and

a projection unit configured to project a light modulated by
the light valve; wherein

the second component light combined with other compo-
nent light enters the light valve, and

the other component light 1s modulated with the second
component light; and

the first component light 1s not modulated with the third
component light.

2. The projection display apparatus according to claim 1,

the second component light 1s a green component light, and

the other component light 1s a light having a wavelength
longer than a wavelength of the green component light.

3. A projection display apparatus comprising:

a light source;

a light valve configured to modulate a light emitted from
the light source;

a light guiding member configured to divide the light emit-
ted from the light source 1nto a first component light, a
second component light, and a third component light,
and configured to gmide divided light to light valve;

and

a projection unit configured to project a light modulated by
the light valve; wherein

the second component light combined with other compo-
nent light enters the light valve, and

the other component light 1s modulated with the second
component light, further comprising



US 8,186,334 B2

27

a first state where the second component light combined
with the other component light enters the light valve, and

a second state where the second component light enters the
light valve without combined with the other component
light enters the light valve.

4. The projection display apparatus according to claim 3,

wherein

the second component light 1s a green component light, and

the other component light 1s a light having a wavelength
longer than a wavelength of the green component light.

5. A projection display apparatus comprising:

a light source;

a light valve configured to modulate a light emitted from
the light source;

a light guiding member configured to divide the light emit-
ted from the light source into a first component light, a
second component light, and a third component light,
and configured to guide divided light to light valve;

and

a projection unit configured to project a light modulated by
the light valve; wherein

the second component light combined with other compo-
nent light enters the light valve, and

the other component light 1s modulated with the second
component light, and wherein

the light guiding member 1ncludes an optical element con-
figured to selectively transmit or retlect the light accord-
ing to a wavelength of the light, and

28

a light beam of the light transmitted or reflected by the
optical element 1s transmitted or reflected at the same
position, when re-entering the optical element.

6. The projection display apparatus according to claim 5,

5 wherein
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the second component light 1s a green component light, and

the other component light 1s a light having a wavelength
longer than a wavelength of the green component light.

7. A projection display apparatus comprising:

a light source;

a light valve configured to modulate a light emitted from
the light source;

a light guiding member configured to divide the light emit-
ted from the light source into a red component light, a
green component light, and a blue component light, and
configured to guide divided light to the light valve; and

a projection unit configured to project a light modulated by
the light valve; wherein

the light guiding member includes an optical element con-
figured to combine the green component light and other
component light having a wavelength longer than a
wavelength of the green component light, by retlecting
the green component light and transmitting the other
component light,

the second component light combined with other compo-
nent light enters the light valve, and

the other component light 1s modulated with the second
component light.
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