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LATCHING CLUTCH ASSEMBLY AND
METHOD OF OPERATING THE SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to clutch assemblies for selectively
transierring rotation between two or more bodies.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Power transmissions, particularly multi-speed power
transmissions of the automatic shifting type, utilize torque
transmitting members or friction devices to transier rotational
movement and torque between transmission elements. One
such torque transmitting member 1s the friction plate clutch,
which enforces Irictional engagement between interleaved
disc elements formed in a Iriction pack, and alternately
coupled with an input or output member. In some cases, the
friction device 1s a brake and the output member 1s a station-
ary housing.

Torque transmitting mechanisms include a control mecha-
nism, such as: fluid (hydraulic), mechanical, or electrical
control mechanisms. Fluid-operated torque transmitting
members have a piston disposed within a housing. The piston
travels linearly in a cavity 1n the housing between an engaged
position and a disengaged position, thereby causing selective
engagement of the friction elements.

SUMMARY

A method of operating a friction plate clutch is provided.
The method 1ncludes activating a clutch control mechanism
to engage the friction plate clutch, and engaging a holding
clutch. The clutch control mechanism 1s then deactivated,
such that the clutch control mechanism is unable to maintain
engagement of the friction plate clutch. The holding clutch 1s
used to retain engagement of the friction plate clutch. The
method may further include reactivating the clutch control
mechanism and disengaging the holding clutch, such that
control over engagement of the friction plate clutch 1is
returned to the clutch control mechanism.

One embodiment of the method uses a wedge clutch as the
holding clutch. Another embodiment of the method uses a
one-way bearing clutch as the holding clutch. The clutch
control mechanism may be a hydraulic, or fluid-operated,
clutch control.

A latching clutch assembly 1s provided. The latching clutch
assembly 1ncludes a friction plate clutch which 1s movable
between an engaged position and a disengaged position. A
bearing clutch 1s operatively coupled to the Iriction plate
clutch and has a locked position and a released position. The
locked position of the bearing clutch 1s configured to oppose
movement ol the friction plate clutch from the engaged posi-
tion to the disengaged position.

The above features and advantages and other features and
advantages of the present invention are readily apparent from
the following detailed description of the best modes and other
embodiments for carrying out the mvention when taken 1n
connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic, cross-sectional view of a latching
clutch assembly having a friction plate (primary) clutch and a
wedge (holding) clutch, both of which are shown 1n a disen-
gaged position;
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FIG. 2 1s a schematic, cross-sectional view of the latching
clutch assembly shown in FIG. 1, showing the friction plate

clutch and the wedge clutch in respective engaged positions;

FIG. 3 1s a schematic, cross-sectional view of a latching
clutch assembly having a friction plate (primary) clutch
shown 1n the disengaged position, and a bearing (holding)
clutch shown 1n a released position; and

FIG. 4 1s a schematic, cross-sectional view of the latching,
clutch assembly shown in FIG. 3, showing the {riction plate
clutch 1in the engaged position and the bearing clutch 1n a
locked position.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Retferring to the drawings, wherein like reference numbers
correspond to like or similar components throughout the sev-
cral figures, there 1s shown 1n FIG. 1 an embodiment of a
clutch assembly 10 for selectively ftransierring torque
between an annular first member 12, which includes an outer
hub portion 14, and an annular second member 16, which
includes an iner hub portion 18. The first member 12 may be
an 1mput or driving member, and the second member 16 may
be an output or driven member.

Those having ordinary skill in the art will recognmize that the
input/output designation of the first and second members 12
and 16 1s not limiting, and that the input/output nature of the
two members may change during operation of clutch assem-
bly 10. For example, 1n some hybrid transmission applica-
tions, the direction of rotation, and the input and output direc-
tion, may change as the operating modes of the hybnd
transmission change. Furthermore, those having ordinary
skill 1n the art will recognize that the specific orientation of
the inner hub 18 and outer hub 14 are also not limiting, and
that the first member 12 may have either an inner or outer hub
attached thereto.

While the present invention 1s described 1n detail with
respect to automotive applications, those skilled in the art wall
recognize the broader applicability of the mvention. Those
having ordinary skill in the art will recognize that terms such
as “above,” “below,” “upward,” “downward,” et cetera, are
used descriptively of the figures, and do not represent limita-
tions on the scope of the invention, as defined by the appended
claims.

The embodiments shown in the figures utilize fluid (hy-
draulic) operated clutch control mechanisms, but other clutch
control mechanisms may be used within the scope of the
appended claims. For example, without limitation, the clutch
control mechanism may also be: electrical, mechanical or
other control methods recognizable to those having ordinary
skill 1n the art.

A clutch pack 20 1s disposed within the clutch assembly 10
between the outer and mner hubs 14 and 18. Clutch pack 20
allows selective torque transier between the outer hub 14 and
the mnner hub 18—and therefore between the first member 12
and the second member 16. The clutch pack 20 incorporates
a plurality of clutch plates or discs 22 and a plurality or
friction plates or discs 24. The clutch plates 22 are drivingly
connected with outer hub 14 and the friction plates 24 are
drivingly connected with inner hub 18. The clutch pack 20,
and clutch assembly 10, 1s shown 1n FIG. 1 1n a disengaged
position, such that the first member 12 and second member 16
may rotate at substantially different rates.

Slidably disposed 1n a cavity formed by the first and second
members 12 and 16 and the outer and inner hubs 14 and 18, 1s
a Iriction clutch piston 26. A iriction clutch chamber 28 is
defined between the friction clutch piston 26 and either, or
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both, the first member 12 and outer hub 14. Friction clutch
chamber 28 1s filled with a fluid, such as transmission fluid or
o1l, communicating with a main pressure source. The main
pressure source may be, for example, without limitation: a
transmission pump, a torque converter, or another pressure
source recognizable to those having ordinary skill 1n the art.
Theretfore, the main pressure source feeding into the friction
clutch chamber 28 acts as a hydraulic actuator for the tluid-
operated clutch control mechanism.

FI1G. 2 shows the clutch pack 20 in the engaged position. As
the pressure 1n the friction clutch chamber 28 1s increased, the
friction clutch piston 26 1s biased rightward, such that 1t
moves to the right and contacts the clutch pack 20. The force
of the friction clutch piston 26 causes the clutch plates 22 to
lock to the friction plates 24, resulting 1n substantially com-
mon rotation between the outer hub 14 and the inner hub 18,
and therefore common rotation between the first member 12
and second member 16. Furthermore, the main pressure
source may be throttled or otherwise controlled to selectively
vary the fluid force acting on the friction clutch piston 26.

The clutch assembly 10 further includes a return spring 30.
The return spring 30 acts upon a reaction plate 32, which 1s
torced into abutment with the friction clutch piston 26. Return
spring 30 also acts upon a stationary return plate 34; however,
in other embodiments, the return spring 30 could act directly
upon the inner hub portion 18. Thus, the friction clutch piston
26 1s urged leftward, as seen in FIG. 1, by the force of the
return spring 30, and opposes the rightward fluid force from
friction clutch chamber 28.

When there 1s no longer suificient pressure from the main
pressure source to retain engagement of the clutch plates 22 to
the Iriction plates 24, the force of the return spring 30 waill
move the friction clutch piston 26 leftward, causing disen-
gagement of the clutch pack 20. Thus, the fluid-operated
clutch control mechanism provides the clutch pack 20 with
two positions relating to the amount of pressure 1n the friction
clutch chamber 28 and the opposing force of the return spring
30: a pressure set position (engaged, shown in FIG. 1), and a
spring set position (disengaged, shown 1n FIG. 2).

The availability of the main pressure source to operate the
friction clutch piston 26 may be tied to the operation of the
vehicle engine, such that while the engine 1s off (i.e., deacti-
vated), there may be insuilicient pressure to engage, or main-
tain engagement of, the clutch pack 20. The pressure 1s sul-
ficient when the engine 1s on (1.e., activated). Loss of pressure
may occur, for example, and without limitation, 1n hybrid
vehicles or other vehicles which shut off (1.e., deactivate) the
combustion engine during traflic stops. However, engage-
ment of the clutch pack 20 may be desired during engine-oif
periods, or during engine re-starts(i.e., reactivations).

Clutch assembly 10 includes a holding clutch mechanism
configured to hold or maintain engagement of clutch pack 20
without the force provided by the main pressure source in the
friction clutch chamber 28. The holding clutch mechanism
used 1n clutch assembly 10 1s a wedge clutch 40, which may
be selectively engaged during periods of insuificient main
pressure to maintain engagement of the clutch pack 20.

The wedge clutch 40 includes a wedge 42 and a wedge
actuator 44. In the embodiment shown 1in FIGS. 1 and 2, the
wedge actuator 44 causes the wedge 42 to selectively move
downward and upward (as viewed in the figures) between the
first member 12 and the friction clutch piston 26. Wedge
actuator 44 may be, without limitation: electrical (such as a

solenoid), mechanical (such as a spring or a gear), or may be
tied into the tluid-operated clutch control by manipulating,
fluid pressure tapped from the main pressure source.
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FIG. 2 shows the wedge clutch 40 1n the engaged position,
such that the friction between wedge 42, first member 12, and
friction clutch piston 26 will lock the wedge 1n place. When
the wedge clutch 40 1s engaged, the friction clutch piston 26
1s prevented from moving leftward, and the clutch pack 20 1s
prevented from disengaging.

Those having ordinary skill 1n the art will recognize that
while FI1G. 2 shows both the clutch pack 20 and wedge clutch
40 1n their respective engaged positions, the two need not
necessarily coincide. For example, the clutch pack 20 may be
engaged (as shown in FIG. 2) by the fluid-operated clutch
control mechanism (the main pressure source) while the
wedge clutch 40 remains 1n the disengaged position (as
shown 1n FIG. 1).

By preventing leftward movement of the friction clutch
piston 26, engagement of the wedge clutch 40 allows the
clutch pack 20 to remain engaged even where there 1s no
pressure in the Iriction clutch chamber 28. Engagement of
wedge clutch 40 allows for common rotation of the first and
second members 12 and 16 even when the vehicle engine 1s
turned oif and the main pressure source 1s not functioning.

After the flmd-operated clutch control mechanism 1s reac-
tivated, and the main pressure source repressurizes the fric-
tion clutch chamber 28, the clutch pack 20 may again be held
in engagement by the tluid-operated clutch control mecha-
nism. Once the fluid force 1s sufficient, the friction load on the
wedge 42 1s decreased, and the wedge clutch 40 may be
disengaged.

The wedge actuator 44 may disengage the wedge clutch 40
by moving the wedge 42 upward (as viewed 1n FIGS. 1 and 2).
Alternatively, the wedge 42 may be pushed upward and dis-
engaged by the fluid pressure 1n the friction clutch chamber
28. After disengagement of the wedge clutch 40, the tluid-
operated clutch control mechanism 1s again allowed to com-
pletely control engagement and disengagement of the clutch
pack 20.

The embodiment of the wedge clutch 40 shown 1n FIGS. 1
and 2 holds engagement of the clutch pack 20 by acting upon
the friction clutch piston 26. However, the wedge clutch 40
may be located and configured to maintain engagement by
acting on other elements of the clutch assembly 10. For
example, and without limitation, the wedge clutch 40 could
act directly on one of the plates 22 or 24 of clutch pack 20,
thereby allowing the friction clutch piston 26 to move to its
disengaged position without disengaging the clutch pack 20.

Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4, there 1s shown another
embodiment of a clutch assembly 110 for transierring torque
between first member 12 and second member 16, via the outer
and 1inner hub portions 14 and 18. Similar to the embodiment
shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, the clutch assembly 110 includes the
clutch pack 20, which selectively allows torque transfer
between the outer hub 14 and the inner hub 18—and therefore
between the first member 12 and the second member 16.

Clutch assembly 110, and the clutch pack 20, 1s shown 1n
FIG. 3 1n a disengaged position, such that the first member 12
and second member 16 may rotate at substantially different
rates. FIG. 4 shows the clutch pack 20 1n the engaged position.

The triction clutch piston 26 1s slidably disposed 1n a cavity
formed by the first and second members 12 and 16 and the
outer and 1nner hubs 14 and 18. The friction clutch chamber
28 15 1n fluid communication with the main pressure source.

In operation, to engage the clutch pack 20, as the pressure
in the friction clutch chamber 28 1s increased, the friction
clutch piston 26 1s biased rightward, such that 1t moves to the
right and contacts the clutch pack 20. The fluid force from the
tfriction clutch chamber 28 overcomes the force of the return
spring 30 to move the friction clutch piston 26 to the right,
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locking the clutch plates 22 to the friction plates 24. Again,
the main pressure source may be throttled or otherwise con-
trolled to selectively vary the fluid force acting on the friction
clutch piston 26.

Return spring 30 acts upon a reaction plate 132 which 1s
fixedly attached to the friction clutch piston 26. Return spring
30 also acts upon a stationary return plate 34. The friction
clutch piston 26 1s urged lettward (as viewed 1n FIG. 3) by the
torce of the return spring 30, which 1s suflicient to overcome
the opposing tluid force on the friction clutch piston 26 when
the main pressure source 1s isuificient to retain engagement
of the clutch plates 22 to the friction plates 24. Theretore, the
fluid-operated clutch control mechanism again provides the
clutch pack 20 with two positions: a spring set position (dis-
engaged, shown 1n FIG. 3), and a pressure set position (en-
gaged, shown in FIG. 4).

Clutch assembly 110 further includes a holding clutch
mechanism configured to hold or maintain engagement of
clutch pack 20 without the force provided by the main pres-
sure source 1n the friction clutch chamber 28. The holding
clutch mechanism used in clutch assembly 110 1s a bearing
clutch 150, which may be selectively locked during periods of
insuificient main pressure to hold or maintain engagement of
the clutch pack 20.

As explained below, the bearing clutch 150 1s configured
such that, when locked, bearing clutch 150 will freely move to
the right but 1s unable to move to the left (as viewed 1n FIGS.
3 and 4). Therefore, the bearing clutch may also be referred to
as a selective one-way mechanism.

Bearing clutch 150 includes a bearing piston 152 which 1s
slidably disposed between the reaction plate 132 and an outer
surface 13 of the input member 12. A plurality of ball bearings
or spheres 154 are disposed between the outer surface 13 and
a cam surface 156 formed on an 1nner surface of the bearing
piston 152. Spheres 154 may be disposed with equiangular
spacing about the outer surface 13, and the number of spheres
154 may vary, but will usually include at least three. The
spheres 154 are housed 1n a cage 138, and are urged rightward
(as viewed 1 FIGS. 3 and 4,) relative to the bearing piston
152, by at least one tickler spring 160, which 1s compressed
between the bearing piston 152 and the cage 158.

The cam surface 156 1s formed such that rightward move-
ment of the bearing piston 152 allows sufficient space to
permit the spheres 154 to roll freely along the outer surface
13. However, when the tickler spring 160 1s able to move the
spheres 154 rightward into abutment with the cam surface
156, leftward movement of the bearing piston 152 is pre-
vented by the locking reaction between the cam surface 156,
the spheres 154 and the outer surface 13. Therefore, the
bearing clutch 150 will move rightward freely but will pre-
vent leftward movement unless the tickler spring 160 1s neu-
tralized. This 1s the locked state of the bearing clutch 150, and
1s shown 1n FIG. 4.

A shoulder 162 1s annular and aligned for contact with an
annular locking ring 164 which is secured to the reaction plate
132. When the bearing clutch 150 1s locked, the shoulder 162
and the annular locking ring 164 cooperate to prevent the
reaction plate 132 from moving leftward. Therefore, the fric-
tion clutch piston 26 1s also prevented from leftward move-
ment. IT the clutch pack 20 is 1 the engaged position, pre-
venting leftward movement of the friction clutch piston 26
will prevent disengagement of the clutch pack 20, even with-
out sullicient main pressure 1n the friction clutch chamber 28.

In order to disengage the clutch pack 20, the bearing clutch
150 must be released. To release the bearing clutch 150, the
spheres 154 must be moved leftward, relative to the bearing
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piston 152, in order to relieve the spheres 154 of the locking
force generated by contact with the cam surface 156.

Leftward movement of the spheres 154, relative to the
bearing piston 152 and cam surface 156, 1s provided by a
compensator piston 166, which i1s slidably disposed between
the outer surface 13 and the reaction plate 132. In the embodi-
ment shown, the compensator piston 166 selectively biases
the cage 158, and therefore the spheres 154, leftward relative
to the cam surface 156. Compensator piston 166 1s 1 fluid
communication with a compensator chamber 168, which 1s 1n
fluild communication with a dam or compensator pressure
source.

The compensator pressure source selectively provides
fluid pressure which biases the compensator piston lettward
(as viewed 1 FIGS. 3 and 4). A compensator return spring,
170 acts to bias the compensator piston 166 rightward, oppos-
ing the tfluid force from the compensator chamber 168.

I1 the flwmd force provided by the compensator chamber 168
1s sullicient to overcome the force of the compensator return
spring 170, the compensator piston 166 will bias the spheres
leftward, relative to the bearing piston 152, and release (dis-
engage) the bearing clutch 150 (as shown i FIG. 3). Con-
versely, if the fluid force 1s insuificient, the compensator
return spring 170 will move the compensator piston 166
rightward until 1t abuts an annular locking ring 172, and the
tickler spring 160 will force the spheres 154 into the cam
surface 156, locking (engaging) the bearing clutch 150 and
restricting leftward movement of the bearing clutch 150 (as
shown 1n FIG. 4).

When the bearing clutch 150 is released (as shown 1n FIG.
3), the bearing clutch 150 i1s free to slide along the outer
surface 13 with the movement of the friction clutch piston 26
and reaction plate 132 1n erther direction. However, when
insuificient pressure 1s supplied to the compensator chamber
168, the bearing clutch 150 locks (as shown 1n FIG. 4) and
will not allow the bearing piston 152 or the friction clutch
piston 26 to move leftward, and can maintain engagement of
the clutch pack 20.

In operation of the clutch assembly 110, the compensator
pressure source and the main pressure source may be derived
from operation of the vehicle engine. It the clutch pack 20 1s
engaged and the engine 1s shut off, the loss of pressure to the
triction clutch chamber 28 would cause the reaction spring 30
to attempt to disengage the clutch pack 20. However, loss of
pressure to the compensator chamber 168 will lock the bear-
ing clutch 150, such that the friction clutch piston 26 1s not
able to move leftward, and the engagement of the clutch pack
20 1s maintained, even with little or no pressure being sup-
plied by the main pressure source (to friction clutch chamber
28) or to the compensator pressure source (to the compensa-
tor chamber 168).

FIG. 3 shows the clutch pack 20 1n the disengaged position
and the bearing clutch 150 1n the released position; and FIG.
4 shows the clutch pack 20 in the engaged position and the
bearing clutch 150 1n the locked position. However, the states
ol the two clutches need not always coincide 1n the manner
shown 1 FIGS. 3 and 4. The bearing clutch 150 may be 1n
either the locked or released position while the friction clutch
pack 20 1s 1n erther the disengaged or engaged positions. For
example, 1t may be desirable to place the transmission 1n
neutral by moving the clutch pack 20 from the engaged to
disengaged position while the vehicle engine 1s running. In
such a case, the bearing clutch 150 would be placed in the
released position to allow the friction clutch piston 26 to move
leftward and disengage the clutch pack 20.

While the best modes and other embodiments for carrying
out the claimed invention have been described 1n detail, those
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familiar with the art to which this invention relates will rec-
ognize various alternative designs and embodiments for prac-
ticing the invention within the scope of the appended claims.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A latching clutch assembly, comprising:

a Iriction plate clutch movable between an engaged posi-
tion and a disengaged position;

a bearing clutch operatively coupled to said friction plate
clutch and movable between a locked position and a
released position, wherein said locked position of said
bearing clutch 1s configured to oppose movement of said
friction plate clutch from said engaged position to said
disengaged position;

a first pressure source in fluid communication with said
friction plate clutch, wherein said friction plate clutch 1s
biased toward said engaged position by said first pres-
sure source; and
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a second pressure source 1n fluid communication with said
bearing clutch, wherein said bearing clutch 1s configured
to be biased toward said released position by said second
pressure source.

2. The latching clutch of claim 1, wherein said bearing
clutch further includes a compensator piston disposed 1n fluid
communication with said second pressure source and config-
ured to bias said bearing clutch toward said released position.

3. The latching clutch of claim 2, wherein said second
pressure source 1s configured to be disabled substantially
simultaneously with said first pressure source.

4. The latching clutch of claim 3, wherein one of said first
pressure source and said second pressure source i1s derived
from one of a transmission pump and a torque converter.

5. The latching clutch of claim 4, wherein said bearing
clutch 1s a one-way bearing clutch.
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