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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method of driving an electrowetting
display device including a display element, the display ele-
ment having an electrode for applying a voltage and provid-
ing a display state in response to a signal level of the voltage.
The method comprises the following subsequent steps for
maintaining a display state of the display element: (1) apply-
ing a first signal level (V) during a first period (t, t,) for the
display state; (2) applying a second signal level (0) during a
second period (t,-t5); and (3) applying the first signal level
during a third period (t;-t,). The first period 1s longer than 1
ms and the first period plus the third period 1s longer than five
times the second period.

16 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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DRIVING OF ELECTROWETTING DISPLAY
DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The mvention relates to a method of driving of an elec-
trowetting display device, a display driving system adapted
for using the method and an electrowetting display apparatus
including a display driving system and a display device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

An electrowetting display apparatus 1s known inter alia
from WO2003/071346. This known display apparatus
includes an electrowetting display device and a display driv-
ing system. The display device has a plurality of display
clements, each of which comprises anon conductive first flud
and an immiscible, polar second fluid. A display element has
at least two electrodes, one of which may be in common with
a plurality of display elements. When no voltage 1s applied to
the electrodes the element 1s 1n an 1active state and the two
fluids form two layers, both extending over the cross-section
of the display element. On application of a voltage the ele-
ment 1s 1n an active state and the first fluid 1s contracted and
does not cover the entire cross-section of the display element
anymore. When the first fluid 1s fully retracted, the element 1s
in an open state. Depending on the optical properties of the
first and second fluid, a display effect can be achieved for
incident light that 1t 1s retlected or transmitted by the display
clement. The combined display eflects of a plurahty of ele-
ments 1n the display device produces an image for an
observer.

A method of driving an electrowetting display device con-
taining such display elements i1s known from WO2005/
03651°7. The method uses the application of voltages to the
clements which cause only a partial contraction of the first
fluid, thereby producing grey level display states. The stabil-
ity of the grey level display states 1s improved by applying a
so-called pre-pulse before applying the signal level for the
desired display state to the element. The pre-pulse sets the
clement 1n an 1nitial state, thereby erasing a memory of pre-
vious display states of the element.

A disadvantage of the known method of drniving 1s the
inadequate quality of the image.

It 1s an object of the invention to provide a method of
driving that improves the quality of the image.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object 1s achieved by a method of driving an elec-
trowetting display device including a display element, the
display element having an electrode for applying a voltage
and providing a display state 1n response to a signal level of
the voltage, the method comprising the following subsequent
steps for maintaiming a display state of the display element:

applying a first signal level during a first period for provid-
ing the display state;

applying a second signal level different from the first signal
level during a second period while substantially maintaining
a percerved display state of the first period; and

applying the first signal level during a third period;
the first period being longer than 1 ms and the sum of the first
period and the third period being longer than five times the
second period.

The invention 1s based on the msight that the inadequate
performance of the prior art display device 1s due to lack of
stability of the display state during a display period, 1.e. the
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period during which the desired, first display state 1s to be
maintained. In spite of the application of the first signal level
during this period, the contracted or partially contracted first
fluid tends to flow back to form a layer as 1n the 1nactive state.
The rate of backtlow depends amongst others on the proper-
ties of the first fluid. The backilow causes an undesirable
change 1n the display state of an element and, consequently, a
reduced quality of the image of the display device.

The application of a reset pulse, 1.e. the application of the
second signal level during the second period, 1n the display
period causes a reset of the display element that counteracts
the backflow. The reset pulse 1s 1n the form of a second si1gnal
level applied during a second period. Since the reset may
aifect the mstantaneous display state of an element, the sec-
ond period should not be too long compared to the preceding
and succeeding periods in which the first signal level 1s
applied, otherwise the reset become visible 1n the 1mage
produced by the display device. In order not to affect the
display too much, the perceived display state should be main-
tained substantially during the reset pulse. When the sum of
the preceding and succeeding periods 1s longer than five times
the second period, the visibility of the resets 1s reduced for an
observer of the image without affecting the counteraction of
the backtlow. More preferably the first period 1s longer than 2
ms and/or the sum of the preceding and succeeding periods 1s
longer than 7 times the second period.

At the start of a display period a first signal level 1s applied
to achieve a desired display state. After the display period a
subsequent di splay period starts and a further first signal level
1s applied that 1s different or equal to the first signal level,
depending on whether or not a change in display state i1s
desired. It should be noted that the so-called pre-pulses
known from the prior art are to be applied only at the start of
a display period to remove the memory of a previous, differ-
ent display state. In contrast, reset pulses are applied during
the display period, 1.e. during the time a desired display state
1s to be maintained, to counter eifects occurring during the
display period. The reset pulses according to the invention
may be combined with preset pulses by applying a preset
pulse at the start of a display period and applying one or more
reset pulses during the display period.

The start of the first period 1s defined by a change 1n the first
signal level, the end of a reset pulse or the end of a preset
pulse.

The object of the invention 1s also achieved by a method of
driving an electrowetting display device including a display
clement, the display element having an electrode for applying
a voltage and providing a display state 1n response to a signal
level of the voltage, the method comprising the following
subsequent steps for maintaining a display state of the display
clement:

applying a first signal level during a first period for provid-
ing the display state;

applying a second signal level different from the first signal
level during a second period while substantially maintaining
a perceived display state of the first period; and

applying the first signal level during a third period;
an instantaneous display state during the second period being
different from an instantancous display state prior to applica-
tion of the second signal level. The features of this embodi-
ment of the method may be applied independently of or in
combination with the features of the previous embodiment of
the method. The first period 1s advantageously longer than 1
ms.

The display state 1s usually expressed 1n terms of transmit-
tance for a transmissive display device and 1n terms of reflec-
tance for a reflective display device. The display state of a
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display element 1s measured by integrating the transmittance
or reflectance over the cross-section of the display element.
The difference 1n instantaneous display state 1s preferably
measured as a change between a measurement of the instan-
taneous display state immediately prior to the application of
the reset pulse and a measurement at the end of the reset pulse.
When expressed as a percentage, the difference 1s the change
in 1nstantaneous display state divided by the value of the
instantaneous display state immediately prior to the applica-
tion of the reset pulse. It should be noted that the 1nstanta-
neous display state 1s a display state measured with a detector
having a response time substantially shorter than the reset
pulse duration, whereas the perceived display state 1s a dis-
play state integrated over the response time of the eye of a
human observer.

It has been observed that the application of a reset pulse
that does not significantly change the instantaneous display
state during the reset pulse 1s not effective in counteracting the
backtlow. When the instantaneous display state changes by
5% or more during the reset pulse a noticeable counteracting
elfect 1s observed. A good counteracting of the backflow has
been measured when the difference 1s larger than 30%. When
the difference 1s larger than 60% a superior suppression of the
backilow 1s achieved. In terms of response time of the display
clement, the second period 1s preferably longer than 0.11 of
the response time and more preferably longer than 0.28 times
the response time. When the difference 1s smaller than 90%,
the percerved display state during the display period can be
maintained sufficiently, 1.e. the visibility of the reset 1n the
image can be reduced suificiently.

The visibility of the resets 1s reduced when the duration t,
of the first period complies with 1/t;>50 d for d>40% and
1/t1>0 for d<40%, where t, 1s measured 1n seconds and d 1s
the difference 1n display state measured as a percentage. In a
special embodiment 1/t,>50 d for d>0.

In a special embodiment of the method the first period 1s
related to a relaxation time t,_, of the display element. period.
The relaxation time 1s the time in which a mstantaneous
display state changes by 10% when the voltage for providing
the display state remains applied to the display element. For
example, 1n a transmissive display, a certain voltage causes
the transmission of a display element to achieve a display
state of 80% of the maximum transmission of the element.
The relaxation time 1s the time from the application of the
voltage t1ll the moment the transmission has reduced to 72%
of the maximum transmission. The relaxation time can be
measured by observing the time evolution of the instanta-
neous display state of a display element during the applica-
tion of the voltage.

When the first period 1s shorter than three times the relax-
ation time, the visibility of the reset pulses 1n the percerved
display state 1s strongly reduced. For high-quality display
devices the first period should be shorter than the relaxation
time to reduce the visibility of the reset pulses even further
and 1improve the contrast of the display device. More advan-
tageously, the first period 1s at least five times shorter than the
relaxation time.

In a further embodiment of the method the first period
having a duration of t, and the second period having a dura-
tion of t, comply with

1/t >at>/t,+p for t5/2,>—p/a and

1/I1:}0 fﬂl‘ IE/IFE_B/&?

t. being a response time of the element and a and being
constants equal to 62 s~ and —-38 s™* when t,<t,_,and equal to
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68 s~' and —38 s~ when t,~t .
times are measured 1n seconds.

The repetition frequency of the reset pulses, 1/t,, must be
higher than a certain minimum frequency, determined by the
response time t,. The response time 1s the time required to
reach 90% of the final state, starting from the 1nactive state.
For many embodiments of the display device this response
time 1s approximately equal to the response time from the
active state to the inactive state. The case t,~t_, refers to
strong back tlow, where the ~ means t,>0.7 t_,. When t,
complies with the above condition, the display will be sub-
stantially free from tlicker for an observer, even when observ-
ing at a distance of 20 cm from the display device.

For small display elements, 1.e. typically smaller than 2
mm by 5 mm, the condition 1s

All durations and response

1/, >at/t +p for 15/, >-1.4p/a and

1/t >0 for /1, =-1.4p/q,

t. being a response time of the element and o and p being
constants equal to 90 s~ and —-40 s~ whent,<t__,and equal to
100 s~' and —40 s when t,~t ..

Since the application of reset pulses requires energy, the
first period 1s preferably longer than 10 ms; this reduces
energy consumption when combined with an increase of the
duration of the display state. Shorter periods than 10 ms do
not appreciably reduce flicker any further.

In a further embodiment the method 1ncludes carrying out
the last two of said subsequent steps again at the end of the
third period. In this method several reset pulses are applied
during one display period. This can be useful for long display
periods and for first fluids having a strong backflow. It 1s also
possible to have fewer reset pulses than display periods.

In further embodiment of the method the display element
attains a first extreme display state at a low signal level and a
second extreme display state at a high signal level, the mag-
nitude of the second voltage being less than 4 of the high
signal level. When the high signal level 1s 15V, the low signal
level 1s between =5 V and +35 V.

In a special embodiment the second signal level 1s associ-
ated with an extreme state of the element, either the first
extreme display state or 1nactive state or the second extreme
display state or open state. When the second signal level 1s the
inactive state, the reset pulse will force the first fluid from the
active state to the mactive state. At the end of the reset pulse
the first fluid will be 1n a less contracted state than 1n the active
state. Immediately after the reset pulse the first signal level 1s
applied again to the element, and the first fluid will retract
again to its active state.

When the first period and the third period are each longer
than 5 times the duration of the second period, the change n
the observed display state caused by the resets 1s further
improved. High-quality displays may require a factor of 10
times. Even when the resets are not visible to an observer as
display tlicker, the resets may still change the observed gray
value of an element. The above choice of periods reduces the
elfect of the resets on the observed gray value.

The method according to the 1nvention 1s very suitable for
driving a transmissive, reflective or transtlective display
device.

Another aspect of the invention relates to a display driving
system for an electrowetting display device having a display
clement including an electrode, the display driving system
including a data mput for recerving data signals, each data
signal selecting a display element and providing a display
state for the display element, an output of the display driving
system being connected to the electrode for applying a volt-
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age having the signal level pertaining to the display state, the
display driving system being arranged to perform the method
of any according to the mvention.

In a special embodiment the display driving system
includes a signal distributor having an input connected to the
data mput and a plurality of distributor outputs; and a driver
assembly including a one or more driver stages, each driver
stage having an input connected to one of the distributor
outputs.

In another special embodiment the display driving system
includes a micro controller unit and/or logic, in addition to the
distributor and the driver assembly.

In a so-called direct drive embodiment, the display driving
system 1ncludes a signal distributor having an input con-
nected to the data input and a plurality of distributor outputs;
a driver assembly including one or more driver stages, each
driver stage having an input connected to one of the distribu-
tor outputs.

An output of each driver may be connected to at least one
clectrode of the display element. For a display device includ-
ing a plurality of elements arranged 1n columns and/or rows,
cach driver stage has a driver stage output connected to a
column electrode or a row electrode. This embodiment 1s
suitable for a so-called active matrix display device.

The display driving system may include a generator for
forming pulses having a voltage ol the second signal level and
a duration of the second interval and having an output.

The display driving system may be adapted for driving a
transmissive, reflective or transtlective display device. The
adaptation may ivolve modification of the voltages applied
to the display elements to achieve a desired display state.

A third aspect of the invention relates to an electro-optic
display apparatus including a display driving system accord-
ing to the mvention and a display device.

Further features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following description of preferred
embodiments of the invention, given by way of example only,
which 1s made with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a diagrammatic cross-section of a part of an
embodiment of an electrowetting display device;

FIG. 2 shows a graph of the effect of a reset pulse on the
transmission of an electrowetting element;

FIG. 3 shows a first embodiment of a display driving sys-
tem; and

FIG. 4 shows a second embodiment of a display driving
system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a diagrammatic cross-section of an embodi-
ment of an electrowetting display device 1. The display
device includes a plurality of electrowetting elements 2, one
of which 1s shown 1n the Figure. The lateral extent of the
clement 1s indicated 1n the Figure by the two dashed lines 3, 4.
The electrowetting elements comprise a first support plate 5
and a second support plate 6. The support plates may be
separate parts of each electrowetting element, but the support
plates are preferably shared in common by the plurality of
clectrowetting elements. The support plates may be made for
instance of glass or polymer and may be rigid or flexible.

The display device has a viewing side 7 on which an image
or display formed by the display device can be viewed and a
rear side 8. The first support plate 5 faces the viewing side; the
second support plate 6 faces the rear side 8. In an alternative

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

embodiment the display may be viewed from the rear side 8.
The display device may be of the reflective, transmissive or
transtlective type. The display may be a segmented display
type in which the image 1s built up of segments. The segments
can be switched simultaneously or separately. Each segment
includes one electrowetting element 2 or a number of elec-
trowetting elements 2 that may be neighbouring or distant.
The electrowetting elements included 1n one segment are
switched simultaneously. The display device may also be an
active matrix driven display type or a passive matrix driven
display.

A space 10 between the support plates 1s filled with two
fluids: a first fluid 12 and a second fluid 11. The second tluid
1s immuiscible with the first fluid. The second fluid 1s electri-
cally conductive or polar, and may be water or a salt solution
such as a solution of potasstum chloride 1n a mixture of water
and ethyl alcohol. The second fluid 1s preferably transparent,
but may be coloured, white, absorbing or reflecting. The first
fluid 1s electrically non-conductive and may for instance be an
alkane like hexadecane or (silicone) o1l. A hydrophobic layer
13 is arranged on the support plate 6, creating an electrowet-
ting surface area facing the space 10. The layer may be an
uninterrupted layer extending over a plurality of electrowet-
ting elements 2 or it may be an interrupted layer, each part
extending only over one electrowetting element 2, as shown
in the Figure. The layer may be for mstance an amorphous
fluoropolymer layer such as AF1600 or an other low surface
energy polymer. The hydrophobic character causes the first
fluid to adhere preferentially to the support plate 6 since the
first fluid has a higher wettability with respect to the surface of
the hydrophobic layer 13 than 1t has with respect to the second
fluid. Wettability relates to the relative affimity of a fluid for
the surface of a solid. Wettability increases with increasing,
allinity, and 1t can be measured by the contact angle formed
between the fluid and the solid and measured internal to the
fluid of interest. This increases from relative non-wettability
at an angle more than 90° to complete wettability when the
contact angle 1s 0°, 1n which case the fluid tends to form a film
on the surface of the solid.

Each element 2 includes an electrode 9 arranged on the
second support plate 6. The electrode 9 1s separated from the
fluids by an insulator, which may be the hydrophobic layer
13. In general, the electrode 9 can be of any desired shape or
form. The electrode 9 1s supplied with voltage signals by a
signal line 14. A second signal line 15 1s connected to an
clectrode which 1s 1n contact with the conductive second fluid
11. This electrode 1s common to all elements, since they are
fluidly iterconnected by and share the second tluid, uninter-
rupted by walls. The electrowetting elements 2 are controlled
by a voltage V _ applied between the signal lines 14 and 15.
The electrodes 9 on the support plate 6 each are connected to
a display driving system by a matrix of printed wiring on the
support plate.

In a display of the segment type, the electrode 9 may extend
over several elements and define an 1mage region of a plural-
ity of electrowetting elements, which will all be switched
simultaneously. When a segment covers several electrowet-
ting elements, the signal line 14 1s a common signal line for
these electrowetting elements.

The lateral extent of the first fluid 12 1s constrained to one
clectrowetting element by walls 16 that follow the cross-
section of the electrowetting element 1n the plane A-B. In the
embodiment shown 1n F1G. 1 the walls define the extent of the
hydrophobic layer 13. When the hydrophobic layer extends
over a plurality of elements, the walls are preferably arranged
on top of the layer. Further details of the electrowetting ele-
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ments of the display are disclosed amongst others in interna-
tional patent application WO 03071346.

The first fluid absorbs at least a part o the optical spectrum.
The fluid may be transmissive for a part of the optical spec-
trum, forming a colour filter. For this purpose the fluid may be
coloured by addition of pigment particles or dye. Alterna-
tively, the first fluid may be black, 1.e. absorb substantially all
parts of the optical spectrum, or reflecting. The hydrophobic
layer may be transparent or reflective. A retlective layer may
reflect the entire visible spectrum, making the layer appear
white, or part of it, making 1t have a colour.

When the voltage V_ applied between the signal lines 14
and 15 1s set at a non-zero active signal level V_, the element
will enter 1nto an active state. Electrostatic forces will move
the second fluid 11 towards the segment electrode 9, thereby
repelling the first fluid 12 from the area of the hydrophobic
layer 13 to the walls 16 surrounding the area of the hydro-
phobic layer, to a drop-like form as schematically indicated
by a dashed line 17. This action uncovers the first flmd from
the surface of the hydrophobic layer 13 of the electrowetting
clement. When the voltage across the element 1s returned to
an 1n-active signal level of zero or a value near to zero, the
element will return to an i1nactive state, where the first fluid
flows back to cover the hydrophobic layer 13. In this way the
first flmd forms an electrically controllable optical switch 1n
cach electrowetting element.

FIG. 2 shows a graph of the effect of a reset pulse on the
transmission of an electrowetting element. The top trace
shows the voltage V , applied between the electrodes 14 and
15 as a function of time t. Although Va 1s shown as a positive
voltage, 1t may also be a negative voltage. The bottom trace
shows the transmission of the element 2 as response to the
applied voltage. The transmission 1s measured as the trans-
mittance integrated over the cross-section of the element. The
Figure shows three display periods, a first display period
terminating at time t,, a second display period from time t, to
time t, and a third display period starting at time t,,. The traces
in the Figure are shown for an element having a transparent
second fluid and an opaque first fluid. Such an element 1s
suitable for a transmissive display device. The traces for
clements suitable for a reflective display device are similar,
but 1nstead of the transmittance the retlectance 1s measured.
Also, the traces of the transmittance or reflectance of a trans-
flective display are similar.

In the first display period in the example of the Figure the
applied voltage 1s zero and the display element 1s 1n an 1nac-
tive state, 1.e. the transmission 1s zero. In the second display
period the applied voltage 1s set at afirst signal level V_, which
sets the display element in an active state. The first fluid in the
clement contracts and the transmission of the eclement
increases from zero to an active transmission level T . A
response time t , of the element 1s indicated in the Figure and
1s defined as the time required to reach 90% of the final state,
starting from the 1nactive state. In the Figure the final state 1s
the transmission level T .

During the application of voltage V , the first fluid will
gradually flow back, thereby reducing the transmission of the
clement. A relaxation time T, ; of the element 1s shown 1n the
Figure and 1s defined as the time required for the element to
recede to 90% of the final state, starting from a transition from
the 1nactive to the active state.

After the first signal level V  has been applied for a first
period from t, to t,, a reset pulse 1s given during a second
period, from time t, to t;, by applying a voltage of a second
signal level, which 1s zero volt 1n this example. The first fluid
tends to return to the state in which it forms the layer 12. A
response time t , 1s drawn 1n the Figure and 1s defined as the
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time required to reach 10% of the state at the start of the reset
pulse. In the present example this 1s 10% of the transmission
of the element at the start of the reset pulse. In many embodi-
ments of the electrowetting element the second period 1s too
short for the first fluid to flow back completely. The difference
in 1nstantaneous display state at the start and end of the reset
pulse 1s 90% 1n the example of the Figure.

At time t; the voltage 1s switched back to the first signal
level V . The first fluid will contract and the transmission will
increase to the level of T . Subsequently, the backtlow will
cause a gradual reduction of the transmission.

After the first signal level has been applied for a third
period from t; to t,, the second display period ends at time t,.
At t, the voltage 1s set to zero for the third display period and
the first fluid returns to form a layer and reduce the transmis-
s10n to zero.

The application of a reset pulse during the second display
period counteracts the effect of backtlow. Without the reset
pulse the transmission of the element would have followed
the slanting dashed line 1n the Figure. Although the effect of
the reset pulse has been explained with reference to an elec-
trowetting element operating in transmission, a similar expla-
nation can be given for an electrowetting element operating in
reflection, whereby the display state of the element 1s not
represented by a transmission but by a retlection.

In a particular embodiment, the duration of a display period
1s 20 ms and the first period 1s 10 ms, the second period,
during which the reset pulse 1s applied, 1s 1 ms and the third
period 1s 9 ms. The first response time t,, 1s 4 ms, the second
response timet , 1s also 4 ms and the relaxation timet,_,1s 200
ms. The reset pulse reduces the etffect of backilow to such an
extent that an observer will not percerve the effect. The reset
pulses are suiliciently short not to produce flicker for an
observer of the 1image of the display.

In another embodiment for driving a segmented display the
duration of a display period 1s 60 ms, the first period 1s 29 ms,
the second period 1s 2 ms and the third period 1s also 29 ms and
the difference in instantaneous display state 1s 50%.

Theresponsetimest ; andt , and the relaxationtimet,_, of
an element of a display device can be determined from a trace
similar to the bottom trace of F1G. 2 by switching the element
between the inactive state and the open state. The second
response time t_, can be determined from the transition from
the open state to the inactive state. Since the mechanism
between the opeming and closing of the element mvolves
different forces, the two response times need not be the equal.
When they are different, the average value of t , andt , should
be used for the value of t, in the condition for the repetition
frequency 1/t,.

The embodiment of the method shown 1n FIG. 2 applies
one reset pulse during a display period. Two or more reset
pulses may be applied during one display period, for example
for elements that have a relaxation time that 1s substantially
shorter than the duration of the display period.

Since the energy required to apply reset pulses depends
more on the number of pulses than on the duration of the
pulses, the number of reset pulses applied to an element 1s
preferably reduced to a minimum number 11 energy consump-
tion of a display apparatus should by restricted. As a lower
boundary, one reset pulse 1s preferably given during each
display period where an non-zero voltage 1s applied.

The visibility of reset pulses that are synchronous with the
display periods 1s lower than that of reset pulses that are fully
asynchronous. Therefore the duration of the first and third
periods 1s preferably the same for all display periods.

FIG. 3 shows a diagrammatic view of an embodiment of an
clectrowetting display driving system according to the inven-
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tion. The display driving system 1s of the so-called direct drive
type and may be 1n the form of an integrated circuit preferably
adhered to the support plate 6. The display driving system 20
includes control logic and switching logic, and 1s connected
to the display by means of signal lines 14 and a common
signal line 15. Each electrode signal line 14 connects an
output from the display driving system 20 to a different elec-
trode 9, respectively. The common signal line 1s connected to
the second, conductive fluid 11 through an electrode. Also
included are one or more input data lines 22, whereby the
display driving system can be instructed with data so as to
determine which elements should be 1n a active state and
which elements should be 1n a non-active state at any moment
of time.

By selectively actuating certain of the electrodes 9 with an
active voltage signal, the corresponding electrowetting ele-
ments are driven to an open state, in which the first fluid 12 1s
at least partly removed from the surface of the supportplate 6,
whilst other non-selected electrodes are driven with a non-
active voltage signal which 1s equal to, or at least substantially
equal to, a common voltage signal applied to the common
signal line 15.

The embodiment of the controller shown comprises a dis-
play controller, 104, e.g. a microcontroller, recerving input
data from the 1mnput data lines 22 relating to the image to be
displayed. The microcontroller operates as a generator for
reset pulses synchronous with the input data and 1t integrates
the input data and the reset pulses 1n one stream of data. The
output of the microcontroller 1s connected to the data input of
a signal distributor and data output latch 106. The signal
distributor distributes incoming data over a plurality of out-
puts connected to the display device, preferably via drivers.
The signal distributor causes data input indicating that a cer-
tain element 1s to be set 1n a specific display state to be sent to
the output connected to this element. The distributor may be
a shift register. The input data 1s clocked into the shift register
and at receipt of a latch pulse the content of the shift register
1s copied to the output latch. The output latch has a one or
more outputs, connected to a driver assembly 107. The out-
puts of the latch are connected to the inputs of one or more
driver stages 108 within the driving system. The outputs of
cach driver stage are connected through the signal lines 14
and 135 to a corresponding display element.

In response to the mput data a driver stage will output a
voltage of the first signal level to set one of the elements 1n a
first display state. During this display state the reset pulse
changes the voltage applied to the element to the second
signal level and, after the reset pulse, the voltage returns to the
first signal level. The durations of the periods correspond to
the method according to the invention.

The reset pulses are applied intermittently, preferably at a
regular interval. For example, the reset pulses may consist of
apulse every 25, 35 or 45 milliseconds, and have a duration of
less than 10 milliseconds. In two different embodiments the
reset pulse has a duration of 1 and 2 millisecond, causing a
difference 1n imstantaneous display state of 40% and 65%
respectively.

It should be noted that the reset pulses are applied only in
the case of the electrowetting elements which are selected to
be 1n an active state, namely those electrowetting elements

which are currently open and being driven by an active volt-
age. The remaining drivers, which are in an oif state and
provide a non-active voltage, are unailected by the reset
pulse, as they do not require resetting.
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FIG. 4 shows a diagrammatic view of another embodiment
of an electrowetting display driving system 200 according to
the mvention for controlling the image of an active matrix
display device 202. The display elements of the display
device are arranged 1n the form of a matrix having a plurality
of columns and a plurality of rows. The Figure shows four
columns labelled n to n+3 and five rows labelled n to n+4.

The display driving system 200 1s of the so-called active
matrix type and may be 1n the form of an integrated circuit
preferably adhered to the support plate 6. The controller
shown comprises a microcontroller 204 including control
logic and switching logic. It receives input data from the input
data lines 22 relating to the image to be displayed. The micro-
controller generates the reset pulses and interleaves them with
the mput data. The microcontroller has an output for each
column of the display device, providing a column signal. A
column signal line 206 connects each output to a column of
the display device. The microcontroller also has an output for
cach row of the display device, providing a row selection
signal. A row signal line 208 connects each outputto arow of
the display device. A column driver 210 and a row driver 212
1s arranged 1n each column and row signal line, respectively.
The Figure shows the signals lines only for those columns and
rows shown in the Figure. The row drivers may be integrated
in a single mtegrated circuit. Similarly, the column drivers
may be integrated 1n a single integrated circuit. The integrated
circuit may 1nclude the complete driver assembly. The 1nte-
grated circuit may be integrated on the support plate 6 of the
display device. The integrated circuit may include the entire
display driving system.

Each element of the display device 202 includes an active
clement 1n the form a transistor. The electrodes of the element
are 1ndicated as a capacitor C,. The line connecting the
capacitor to ground 1s the common signal line 15 and the line
connecting the capacitor to the transistor 1s the signal line 14
shown in F1G. 1. The element may include an optional capaci-
tor C_ for storage purposes. This capacitor 1s arranged in
parallel with C, and is not separately shown in FIG. 4. The
column drivers provide the signal levels corresponding to the
input data and the reset pulses for the elements. The row
drivers provide the signals for selecting the row of which the
clements are to be set. A sequence of voltages of one of the
column drivers 210 1s shown 1n the Figure. The signal level
214 1indicates the second signal level corresponding to a reset
pulse; the signal level 216 indicates the first signal level
corresponding to mput data. When the transistor of an ele-
ment recerves a row selection signal, 1t passes the signal level
of 1ts column driver to the electrodes of the cell. After the
transistor has been switched off, the voltage over the cell will
substantially be maintained until the transistor is opened
again by the next row selection signal for the element.

The display driving system 204 controls the display states
of the elements 1n a cycle including four adjacent rows. The
following table shows the sequence of row selection signals
for a series of rows and the signal levels of the column driver
for column n. FIG. 4 shows the row selection pulses on a
lattice of vertical lines representing ten subsequent periods,
numbered 1 to 10. Each period has a duration of 125 micro-
seconds. In period 1 row n+3 receives a row selection signal
and the column driver for column n outputs a second signal
level corresponding to a reset pulse. Display element m+3
will now recetve a reset pulse. This step of the control
sequence 1s shown 1n the first row of Table 1.
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TABL.

(L]

1

Control sequence of active matrix display device

t Row column
1 n+3 reset
2 n data
3 n+4 reset
4 n+1 data
5 n+>5 reset
6 n+2 data
7 n+o6 reset
8 n+3 data
9 n+7 reset
0 n+4 data

. [—

Display element m+3 will receive a data signal level 1n period
8. Hence, the reset voltage level was applied to display ele-
ment m+3 from period 1 to 8, 1.e. 7 times 125 microseconds,
being 0.875 millisecond. The duration of the period during
which the data signal 1s applied before and after the reset
pulse 1s 73 periods, 1.¢. 9.125 ms. In other words, the duration
of the first, second and third period 1n this embodiment have
values of 9.125, 0.875 and 9.125 ms.

In an alternative embodiment the display driving system
controls the display device 1n a cycle including ten adjacent
rows. The subsequent periods have a duration of 50 micro-
seconds, resulting 1n a reset pulse duration of 1 millisecond.
The periods preceding and succeeding the reset pulse 1n
which the electrodes are at a first signal level have a duration
of 29 and 30 milliseconds, corresponding to a display period
of 60 milliseconds.

The above embodiments are to be understood as illustrative
examples of the invention. Further embodiments of the mnven-
tion are envisaged. It 1s to be understood that any feature
described 1n relation to any one embodiment may be used
alone, or 1n combination with other features described, and
may also be used 1n combination with one or more features of
any other of the embodiments, or any combination of any
other of the embodiments. Furthermore, equivalents and
modifications not described above may also be employed
without departing from the scope of the invention, which 1s
defined 1n the accompanying claims.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A method of dniving an electrowetting display device
including a display element, the display element having an
clectrode for applying a voltage and providing a display state
in response to a signal level of the voltage, the method com-
prising the following subsequent steps for maintaining a dis-
play state of the display element:

applying a first signal level during a first period for provid-

ing the display state;

applying a second signal level different from the first signal

level during a second period while substantially main-
taining a perceived display state of the first period; and
applying the first signal level during a third period;
the first period being longer than 1 ms and the sum of the first
period and the third period being longer than five times the
second period.

2. A method of driving an electrowetting display device
including a display element, the display element having an
clectrode for applying a voltage and providing a display state
in response to a signal level of the voltage, the method com-
prising the following subsequent steps for maintaining a dis-
play state of the display element:

applying a first signal level during a first period for provid-

ing the display state;

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

applying a second signal level different from the first signal
level during a second period while substantially main-
taining a perceived display state of the first period; and
applying the first signal level during a third period;
a display state during the second period being different from
a display state prior to application of the second signal level.
3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the first
period 1s shorter than three times a relaxation time t,_, of the
display element.
4. A method according to claim 3, wherein the first period
having a duration of t; and the second period having a dura-
tion of t, comply with

1/2,>0t,/t,+p for £/ >—p/a and

1/t,>0 for t-/t,=-P/q,

t. being a response time of the element and o and p being
constants equal to 62 s™" and -38 s™* when t,<t,_,and equal to
68 s~' and -38 s™! when t,~t_,.

5. A method according to claim 3, wherein the first period
having a duration of t, and the second period having a dura-
tion of t, comply with

1/t >/t +p tor 15/, >-1.4 B/a and

1/t,>0 for t-/1,=-1.4p/q,

t. being a response time of the element and o and [ being
constants equal to 90 s™" and -40 s~ when t,<t_,and equal to
100 s~' and =40 s~' when t,~t,_,.

6. A method according to claim 3, wherein the first period
1s longer than 10 ms.

7. A method according to claim 1 or 2, including carrying
out the last two of said subsequent steps at the end of the third
period.

8. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the display
clement attains a first extreme display state at a low signal
level and a second extreme display state at a high signal level,
the magnitude of the second voltage being less than s of the
high signal level.

9. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the first
pertod and the third period are longer than 10 times the
duration of the second period.

10. A display driving system for an electrowetting display
device having a display element including an electrode, the
display driving system including a data input for receiving
data signals, each data signal selecting a display element and
providing a display state for the display element, an output of
the display driving system being connected to the electrode
for applying a voltage having the signal level pertaining to the
display state, the display driving system being arranged to
perform the method of claims 1 or 2.

11. A display driving system according to claim 10, includ-
ing a signal distributor having an input connected to the data
input and a plurality of distributor outputs; and

a driver assembly including one or more driver stages, each

driver stage having an mput connected to one of the
distributor outputs.

12. A display driving system according to claim 11,
wherein each driver stage has a driver stage output connected
to at least one electrode of the display element.

13. A display driving system according to claim 11,
wherein the display device includes a plurality of elements
arranged 1n columns and/or rows and each driver stage has a
driver stage output connected to a column electrode or a row
clectrode.

14. A display driving system according to claim 10, includ-
ing a generator for forming pulses having a voltage of the
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second signal level and a duration of the second interval and 16. An electro-optic display apparatus including a display
having an output connected to the data input or to a driver driving system according to claim 10 and a display device.

assembly.
15. A display driving system according to claim 10 adapted
for driving a transmissive, retlective or transflective display 5

device. % % % % %
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