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(57) ABSTRACT

A photo booth including a frame defining support members
for a plurality of adjacent standing walls. The photo booth

A *  7/1974 Hentges .......cccoevvvn..n. 280/19.1 further includes a plurality of flexible panels. Each panel is
AT 31976 Beavers s 135/147 mountable to corresponding support members of one of the
i . é;iggg g:)llslt:nd ““““““““““““““ 1:1" 2/51/32 plurality of walls. One side of each panel is light reflecting. In
A * 51991 Myles r . 306/ an aspect, the photo booth further includes photographic
A 1/1995 Peters equipment including at least one light for installing in an
A ¥ 51998 Laing ..o, 396/1 aperture defined 1n one of the panels. In another aspect, at
A : 7? 1998 Zam‘?’l}l’f‘kl ************************* 396? 2 least one of the panels 1s translucent and includes a marketing
i lg /iggz ﬁzﬁghi ““““““““““““““ 396/2 graphic on an opposite side, and upon actuation of the light,
A * 5000 Rernstein ... .. 479 /77 the marketing graphic 1s 1lluminated.
B1* 10/2001 Wametal. ........................ 396/2
Bl 4/2004 Massarsky 11 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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PHOTO BOOTH AND IMPROVEMENTS
THERETO

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a photo booth, and more
particularly to improvements thereto.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Photo booths are very usetul for taking pictures by onesell.
Typical photo booths found 1n public places include a small
rigid chamber. The chamber has a front wall onto which 1s
installed the photographic equipment and a seat for installing
a person to be photographed. The chamber 1s usually seized to
receive one or two persons at the same time. Its rigid con-

struction makes it sturdy. However, such construction also
has several drawbacks.

Space inside the chamber 1s usually very small, thus not
adapted for accommodating several persons. Also, the ngid
construction makes 1t difficult to move from one location to
another, and requiring special equipment to do so. As the
chamber 1s quite small, it 1s not possible to provide quality
surrounding lighting so as to take pictures of professional
quality.

There 1s therefore a need for a photo booth that 1s more
convenient to move, can accommodate several persons at the
same time, and providing quality surrounding lighting.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a photo booth that 1s more
convenient than traditional photo booths found in public
places.

For doing so, 1n a first aspect, the present mvention pro-
vides a photo booth for receiving photographic equipment
comprising at least one light. The photo booth comprises a
frame and a plurality of flexible panels. The frame defines
support members for a plurality of adjacent walls. Each panel
1s adapted to be aflixed to corresponding support members of
one of the adjacent walls. One side of each panel 1s adapted to
reflect light.

In another aspect, the present mnvention provides a photo
booth comprising a frame, a plurality of flexible panels and
photographic equipment. The frame defines support mem-
bers for a plurality of adjacent walls. Each panel 1s adapted to
be aflixed to corresponding support members of one of the
walls. One side of at least one of the panels 1s adapted to
reflect light. The photographic equipment 1s adapted to be
installed proximate an aperture defined 1n one of the panels.
The photographic equipment comprises at least one light.

In yet another aspect, the present invention provides a
photo booth for marketing purposes. The photo booth com-
prises a frame, a plurality of flexible panels and photographic
equipment. The frame defines support members for a plural-
ity of adjacent walls. Each panel 1s adapted to be aflixed to
corresponding support members of one of the walls. One side
of at least one of the panels 1s adapted to reflect light. At least
one of the panels 1s translucent and comprises a marketing
graphic on an opposite side. The photographic equipment 1s
adapted to be installed 1n an aperture defined in one of the
panels, and comprises at least one light. Upon actuation of the
light, the marketing graphic 1s illuminated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following description, the following drawings are
used to describe and exemplily the present invention.
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FIG. 1 1s a schematic diagram of an exemplary exploded
frame.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic diagram of an exemplary photo booth
in accordance with a first aspect.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic diagram of an exemplary photo booth
in accordance with another aspect.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to photo booths and improve-
ments thereto. The photo booth comprises a frame and a
plurality of flexible panels. Reference 1s now made to FI1G. 1,
which depicts an exemplary exploded frame 100. The frame
100 comprises a plurality of support members 102 and con-
nectors 104. The frame 100 defines a plurality of adjacent
standing walls 106. Although FIG. 1 depicts four standing
walls, the present photo booth 1s not limited to such a con-
figuration. The present photo booth could have any desired
number of adjacent walls, and furthermore a ceiling and a
floor. The frame 100 could define a rectangular perimeter, or
any other appropriate shape, as for example a square, an
hexagon, an octagon, an ellipse, a circle, etc. The support
members 102 and connectors 104 may be adapted to define
vertical walls, or any other appropriate shape of walls.
Because of this flexibility, the photo booth can have a regular
shape or an irregular shape. Any three-dimensional shape can
further be achieved.

The support members 102 may consist of a single piece of
tube, or a series or tubes connecting to one another. The
support members 102 and the connectors 104 may have any
cross-sectional shapes (circular, square, triangular, hexago-
nal, octagonal, rectangular, etc.). The support members 102
and the connectors 104 may be made of various materials
such as for example: metal, alloy, plastic, carbon fiber, efc.
The support members 102 are adapted for securely aflixing to
the connectors 104. The size of the photo booth depends on
the length and number of support members 102 used. The
frame 100 may thus have a size corresponding to one or two
persons of average size standing up or sitting, or may corre-
spond to a small room 1n which 8-10 persons may comiort-
ably stand or sit. To facilitate carrying, the tframe 100 1is
collapsible.

Reference 1s now made concurrently to FIGS. 1 and 2,
where FI1G. 2 depicts a schematic diagram of an exemplary
photo booth 200 1n accordance with a first aspect. Although
the photo booth of FIG. 2 represents a rectangle, the present
photo booth 1s not limited to such a shape which 1s used for
simplicity purposes only. The photo booth 200 comprises the
frame 100, and five flexible panels 202, although the present
invention 1s not limited to such a number of flexible panels.
The panels 202 are adapted to be atfixed to the support mem-
bers 102 of the frame 100. There are multiple ways to affix the
panels 202 to the support members 102. The support mem-
bers 102 may be mserted in pockets at the extremities of the
panels 202, or the panels 202 may comprise a flap that wraps
the support members, the flap having a corresponding attach-
ment on another side of the panel, or any other similar ways.

The four standing walls include a front wall, two sidewalls,
and a back wall. The fifth flexible panel 202 1s the ceiling of
the photo booth 200. The front wall includes an aperture 208
for receiving photographic equipment, such as for example a
camera, a screen to shown the pictures taken, one or several
lights, and any other equipment required to take pictures and
deliver the pictures taken. Such means may include for
example an 1internet access for e-mailing the pictures taken to
an e-mail account, a USB connection for transferring the
pictures thereon, a Bluetooth link for transferring the pictures
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taken to a Bluetooth capable device, a printer to print the
pictures, a fund module for recerving necessary tunds to take
the pictures, efc.

One of the sidewall includes a door 206 to provide access to
the inside of the photo booth. The door 2006 may be closed by
a curtain (not shown), or may be left open. The back or the
sidewalls may comprise an inside graphic (not shown) on the
inside of the photo booth. The 1nside graphic may relate to a
public event where the photo booth 1s installed, or depict a
seasonal picture.

One or several panels 202 have a side to be mounted inside
the photo booth, that reflects light. By appropriately retlecting,
light 1inside the photo booth, 1t 1s possible to create a balanced
lighting environment to improve the quality of pictures taken
by the photo booth. At least one of the panels 1s also adapted
for receiving an exterior graphic 204 that 1s printed thereon,
such as marketing for example.

A floor (not shown) may further be provided if desired.
Addition of the floor may provide additional functionalities to
the photo booth, while improving light reflection, thus overall
lighting quality.

The panels 202 may be made of various materials, such as
tabric, plastic, plasticized paper, etc. In order to avoid regret-
table incidents, the material selected for the panels 202 1s
preferably fireprool, water resistant and shatter proof. In a
particular aspect of the present invention, the panels 202 are
made of an extensible fabric. Use of the extensible fabric
provides several advantages over other materials. First, exten-
sible fabric allows building a photo booth that 1s lightweight
and easy to carry. Furthermore, the extensible fabric provides
a simple way of providing a white side that can be almost
absolutely wrinkle free and thus reflects light very well. The
extensible fabric 1s also convenient for applying the exterior
graphic 204 thereon.

To add to the etiect of the graphic 204, the panel 202 on
which it 1s applied, and other panels as well 1T desired, may be
made of a translucent material. Upon actuation of the light,
the translucent material allows some of the light to pass
through to illuminate the exterior graphic 204. If the light
used by the photo booth 1s a continuous light, the exterior
graphic 204 1s continuously i1lluminated when the photo
booth 1s 1n operation. In the event that a flash 1s used, the
exterior graphic 204 will be 1lluminated only upon actuation
of the flash.

When the photo booth 1s used concurrently as an apparatus
for taking pictures and a publicity medium, selection of the
light used to take picture may be affected by the desired
impact for the exterior graphic 204. A continuous 1llumina-
tion of the exterior graphic 204 provides a constant reminder.
However, a tlashing exterior graphic 204 may be more notice-
able 1n darker surroundings such as for example evening
events.

Reference 1s now made to FIG. 3, which 1s a schematic
diagram of an exemplary photo booth in accordance with
another aspect. In this other aspect, the photo booth 200 1s
turther equipped with photographic equipment 300. The pho-
tographic equipment 300 1s preferably enclosed 1n a sturdy
case that 1s securely affixed to the ground. The case may
turther include a compartment (not shown) for receiving the
frame 100 and the panels 202 when collapsed. The case 1s
adapted to affix to the aperture 208 so as to provide the
necessary light and photographic equipment.

In addition to all the formerly discussed improvements, the
current photo booth 200 could further comprise a retractable
seat, and a manual actuator. Photo booths are usually pro-
vided with a timer for automatically actuating shooting of
pictures. It could be possible with the photo booth of the
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present invention to further provide a floor 1n which a manual
actuator could be incorporated. Thus, to actuate taking a
picture, a user would have to press an indicated area on the
floor of the photo booth.

The photo booth 200 of the present invention 1s adapted for
taking pictures in public areas such as shopping malls, sub-
way stations and any other type of public places. In addition,
it could be used in public events such as festivals, shows,
congresses, weddings, proms, publicity gigs, etc. It could be
used either inside or outside. By using waterproot panels and
a waterprool casing, the photo booth 200 can be installed 1n
exterior events.

When used 1n the context of a wedding or a prom, the photo
booth 200 can be installed 1n an area where all participants
can go and take pictures as souvenir of the event. Instead of
being printed, the photos could be stored for further copying
to all participants of the event. When the photo booth 1s used
in the context of a publicity gig, the pictures taken can be
stored for selection of the best picture of the evening, and

identifying a new face corresponding to the advertised prod-
uct or service.

Because of 1ts mherent flexibility, the photo booth of the
present invention opens up a new dimension of possibilities
for public events, which was not possible with former photo
booths which were heavy, bulky, difficult to carry, and too
small to be convenient. The present photo booth could turther
be used for domestic applications, such as taking professional
quality pictures of children. A visit to a photograph can be
expensive, and having access to a collapsible photo booth that
improves lighting and overall picture quality could be a great
asset. To increase the possibilities, the back wall and/or side-
walls of the photo booth could be sold separately, with dif-
ferent options of background. Thus 1t could be possible to
either buy or rent backgrounds, for seasonal pictures.

The photo booth could further be rented for family gather-
ings, where everyone can have their picture taken, either
alone or 1n a group, as the dimensions of the photo booth are
not restricted.

The present invention has been described by way of pre-
terred embodiments. It should be clear to those skilled 1n the
art that the described preferred embodiments are for exem-
plary purposes only, and should not be interpreted to limit the
scope of the present invention. The photo booth as described
in the description of preferred embodiments can be modified
without departing from the scope of the present invention.
The scope of the present mvention should be defined by
reference to the appended claims, which clearly delimit the
protection sought.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A photo booth comprising:

a frame defining support members for supporting adjacent
standing walls;

flexible panels, each panel being mountable to correspond-
ing support members of one of the standing walls, an
interior side of at least some of the panels being light
reflective;

photographic equipment for installing in an aperture
defined 1n one of the panels, the photographic equipment
comprising at least one light provided inside the photo
booth;

at least one of the at least some of the panels including a
translucent material defining an exterior side and show-
ing a graphic;

wherein upon actuation of the light, the graphic is 1llumi-
nated by the light from 1nside the photo booth.

2. The photo booth of claim 1, wherein the light 1s a flash.
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3. The photo booth of claim 2, wherein the exterior graphic
1s 1lluminated from inside the photo booth only upon actua-
tion of the tlash.

4. The photo booth of claim 1, wherein the frame 1s col-
lapsible.

5. The photo booth of claim 1, wherein the flexible panels
are made of extensible fabric.

6. The photo booth of claim 1, wherein the at least some of
the panels have configurations, locations, dimensions and
optical properties that define an inside surface that 1s substan-
tially uniformly 1lluminated when 1lluminated by the at least
one light.

7. The photo booth of claim 1, wherein the support mem-
bers define an enclosure, the enclosure defining an entrance.
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8. The photo booth of claim 7, wherein the enclosure
defines a light retlective inside surface.

9. The photo booth of claim 7, wherein the panels are
stretched and mounted on the support members.

10. The photo booth of claim 9, wherein the panels have a
configuration, dimensions and optical properties creating a
surface that 1s substantially uniformly illuminated by the at
least one light when the at least one light 1s activated.

11. The photo booth of claim 1, wherein the support mem-
bers define a pair of opposed side walls and a back wall
extending therebetween, a subset of the panels being
stretched over the support members to form the side and back
walls.
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