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RADIO COMMUNICATION APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 10/980,
241, filed Nov. 4, 2004 now U.S. Pat. No. 7,724.,724. This
application relates to and claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. 2003-377729, filed on Nov. 7, 2003.
The entirety of the contents and subject matter of all of the
above 1s mcorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a technique for controlling,
transmission of communication information such as voice or
data to be transmitted to an access terminal (which will be
referred to as merely AT, hereinafter) 1n a radio communica-
tion apparatus.

In a communication field, in these years, as broadband
communication spreads, routers and so on are technically
advanced, and the need for end users to want to recerve a large
capacity of streaming video, etc. at AT's 1s increased; much
attention has been focused on a technique for broadcasting
not only a large capacity of data or voice but also with use of
communication resources less than unicast communication,
that 1s, a multicast technique. The multicast 1s a technique for
simultaneously transmitting a single packet or a data stream
to a plurality of parties. A router provided between a server
and a client acts to copy the packet or the data stream by a
necessary number and to transmit the copies to a multiplicity
of ATs. The unicast, on the other hand, 1s a technique for
transmitting a plurality of packets or data streams to a plural-
ity of parties 1n a 1:1 relation. When the same voice or data 1s
transmitted to a plurality of AT's, routers, servers, etc.; the
employment of the multicast enables a traffic flowing through
a network to be suppressed or the load of an application server
to be reduced, when compared with the unicast which
requires transmission of a plurality of packets or data streams.

Even 1n radio communication, for the purpose of realizing,
eificient radio bandwidth use, a communication technique for
receiving a single piece of voice or data at a plurality of AT's
has been studied. Conventionally, 1:1 unicast communication
wherein a physical channel 1s allocated to each AT to establish
a 1:1 radio communication connection has been employed.
By allocating specific one of the physical channels as a mul-
ticast channel, the same voice or data 1s transmitted to a
plurality of ATs. That 1s, efficient radio bandwidth use can be
realized by receiving a single data stream at the plurality of
ATs. The radio wave reception states at Al's vary depending,
on the radio wave propagation environment between the AT
and an access network (which will be referred to merely as
AN, hereinafter).

In the unicast communication, 1:1 communication 1s car-
ried out between the AT and the AN or sector. Thus, such
adjustment can be possible as to increase the data transmis-
s1on rate of voice or data to be transmitted when the radio
wave reception state of each AT 1s good or to decrease the
transmission rate when the wave reception state 1s bad. In the
multicast communication, on the other hand, each AT 1s
required to recerve voice or data transmitted at a specific data
transmission rate from a prescribed multicast channel. Thus,
there exists an AT which cannot secure a bandwidth necessary
for receiving data at the transmission rate and cannot receive
the multicast data due to bad radio wave reception environ-
ment. Whether or not the AT can decode the received voice or
data depends on a ratio in magnitude between actually
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received voice or data and noise signals. In order for an
increased number of ATs to be capable of recerving voice or

data multicast with a constant data transmission rate, it 1s
required to increase the ratio in magmitude of the actual voice
or data signal to the noise signal.

When code division multiple access (CDMA) 1s used as the
radio communication technique, communication 1s carried
out by selecting one of ANs (or sectors) which has the best
radio wave state 1n the conventional unicast communication
technique. For this reason, when radio waves transmitted
from adjacent ANs or sectors not selected have the same
frequency, the radio waves become all interference noise. As
a method for increasing the ratio of actual voice or data to
noise, there 1s described 1n 3GPP2 (3rd generation partner-
ship project 2), C. S0054 version 0.9 a technique wherein the
same voice or data signals are transmitted at the same timing
from a plurality of adjacent ANs, and these voice and data
signals are combined at an AT. Since the same voice or data
signals are transmitted at the same timing from a plurality of
adjacent ANs or sectors and the signals transmitted from the
AN or sectors are combined at an AT, the ratio of actual voice
or data to noise can be made larger than that 1in the commu-
nication technique by selecting one of ANs (or sector) having
a good radio wave environment. As a result, an increased
number of AT's can recerve the multicast data. The timing of
transmitting voice or data from the ANs (or sectors) 1s
included 1n control information and 1s informed from the ANs
to the AT's at intervals of a constant period.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In a radio communication system, radio wave reception
states ol AT's vary according to their radio wave propagation
environments. Thus the radio communication system
requires a technique by which an increased number of Al's
can receive a voice or data signal multicast from ANs (or
sectors) at an arbitrary data transmission rate. In this specifi-
cation, a cluster of voice or data to be transmitted will be
referred to as BCMCS (Broadcast/Multicast Service) flow,
heremafter. In a 1x EV-DO (1x Evolution Data Only) system
for providing data communication based on a CDMA radio
communication technique, a block called ECB (Error Control
Block) having an error correction code applied to a data part
1s generated, the data part 1s divided 1into each BCMCS flows
to be transmitted, and then transmitted. When a multicast
service 1s carried out 1n the 1 xEV-DO system, for the purpose
of enabling reception of the BCMCS flow at an increased
number of AT's; voice or data signals from a plurality of ANs
or sectors, which would be interference nose in the prior art,
are transmitted at the same timing as the same voice or data
signal. To this end, the system 1s provided with a function of
combining and reconstructing the transmitted BCMCS tlow.
As a result, the radio wave propagation environments of the
AT's can be improved. When a BCMCS flow becomes missed
in a radio space, for the purpose of avoiding a shift in the
timing of transmitting the BCMCS flow between ANs or
sectors, the transmission/reception timing of the BCMCS
flow 1s prescribed by an algorithm called ‘system time
modulo transmission cycle’. Since the transmission cycle of
the entire BCMCS flows 1s prescribed by a sum value of
transmission times of the respective BCMCS flows, the trans-
mission cycle 1s dynamically changed by addition or deletion
of a BCMCS flow. When the transmission cycle varies, the
transmission/reception timing 1s changed. This results 1n that
the AT cannot reconstruct the BCMCS flow being transmit-
ted. For this reason, data or voice signal transmitted from the
AN or sector 1s required to be discarded in units of ECB. That
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1s, 1n the prior art, since the transmission cycle 1s changed by
addition or deletion of a BCMCS flow, all the BCMCS flow
being transmitted 1s affected thereby before and after the
addition or deletion of the BCMCS flow. In the multicast
communication, since the same BCMCS flow 1s transmitted
in synchronism between a plurality of ANs or sectors, the
influence of the change in the transmission timing 1s exerted
upon the other ANs. For this reason, each time addition or
deletion of a BCMCS flow 1s carried out at an AN (or sector),
contents during listening thereto or viewing thereof 1s inter-
rupted for a constant time.

An object of the present invention 1s to provide an appara-
tus for realizing such communication control that, even in the
presence of addition or deletion of a BCMCS flow, a BCMCS
flow transmitted from an AN can be reliably reconstructed at
Als.

In accordance with the present invention, the above object
1s attained by an apparatus which includes a plurality of ATs
and ANs for transmitting and receiving data or voice to and
from the AT's, and also mcludes a means for finding a time at
which the aforementioned communication information 1s
transmitted to the AT's and a parameter for defining a cycle of
transmitting the atorementioned data or voice signal, and a
means for informing the AT's of the transmaission time and the
parameter at a constant period on the basis of control infor-
mation.

Other objects, features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following description of the

embodiments of the invention taken 1n conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a configuration of a radio communication
system 1 to which the present invention 1s applied;

FIG. 2 shows blocks having an error correction code
applied to each voice or data to be transmitted to an AT 100-:;

FI1G. 3 1s a block diagram of a structure of a content distri-
bution server 104;

FI1G. 4 shows a structure of a content storage database 302;

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram showing an arrangement of a
communication control apparatus 102;

FIG. 6 shows a structure of a database 512 provided 1n the
communication control apparatus 102;

FIG. 7 shows a structure of a BCMCS flow management
table 513 provided in the communication control apparatus
102;

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram of a structure of an AN 101-i;

FI1G. 9 shows a structure of a control information manage-
ment table 812 provided in the AN 101-;;

FI1G. 10 1s a flow chart for finding timing of transmitting a
BCMCS flow in the communication control apparatus 102;

FIG. 11 1s a flow chart for finding timing of transmitting a
BCMCS flow 1n the communication control apparatus 102;

FI1G. 12 1s a sequence diagram showing the operation of the
radio communication system 1 to which the present invention
1s applied;

FI1G. 13 1s a sequence diagram showing the operation of the
radio commumnication system 1 to which the present invention
1s applied;

FI1G. 14 1s a sequence diagram showing the operation of the
radio commumnication system 1 to which the present invention
1s applied;

FI1G. 1515 a sequence diagram showing the operation of the
radio commumnication system 1 to which the present invention
1s applied.
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4
DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be detailed with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

1. Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 shows a configuration of a radio communication
system 1 to which the present invention 1s applied. The radio
communication system 1 includes a plurality of AT's 100-;
(1=1 to 3) to be connected with the AT's, a plurality of ANs
101-; (1=1 and 2), and a communication control apparatus
1025 connected to the plurality of ANs and a communication
network 103. The communication network 103 1s connected
with a content distribution server 104.

The content distribution server 104 1s a server for distrib-
uting contents (communication information) such as voice or
data to the AT's on a packet basis. A cluster of voice, data or the
like distributed from the content distribution server 104 will
be referred to as BCMCS flow, hereinafter.

The communication control apparatus 102 controls a
physical data rate and an application data rate for each
BCMCS flow. The apparatus finds a transmission time and
transmission timing on the basis of the above information,
and transmits the found information to the ANs 101-i together
with information about transmission cycle or the like.

The AN 101-i inserts the information about the transmis-
s10n cycle, transmission time, transmission timing, etc. trans-
mitted from the communication control apparatus 102 in
control information 110, and informs the AT 100-; of the
information. The AN 101-i, on the basis of the control infor-
mation about the transmission cycle, transmission time,
transmission timing, etc.; also controls transmission of a
BCMCS flow 120 to the AT 100-;. As shown 1n FIG. 2, the AN
101-; further generates blocks 200, 201, and 202 having an
error correction code applied thereto for each voice or data to
be transmitted to the AT 100-I; divides the blocks into
BCMCS flow units each to be transmitted 1n one transmission
cycle 130; and then transmits each flow unit. The BCMCS
flow 1s broadcast and transmitted to the AT 100-;i.

Each AT 100-i combines desired one of BCMCS flows (a,,
b,...,andn) (e.g.,1=1 to 9) transmitted from the plurality of
ANs 101-1 and 101-2, and reconstructs the desired BCMCS
flow 1n units of block. For example, the AT 100-1 receives a
block A (see FIG. 2) and reconstructs it. Similarly, the AT's
100-2 and 100-3 receive blocks B and C and reconstructs
them respectively.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram of a configuration of a content
distribution server 104. The content distribution server 104
includes a processor 300, a memory 301 for storing a program
and so on to be executed by the processor 300, a content
storage database 302 for storing contents to be distributed to
the AT's 100-i, and an input/output intertface 303 connected to
the communication network 103.

FIG. 4 shows a structure of the content storage database
302. Stored 1n the content storage database 302 are BCMCS
flow IDs for 1dentification of contents and contents (such as
movie, music, etc.) associated therewith. The processor 300
reads out the BCMCS flow ID and the corresponding contents
from the content storage database 302, converts them to pack-
ets, and transmits the packets from the input/output interface
303 to the communication network 103.

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram of an arrangement of the com-
munication control apparatus 102. The communication con-
trol apparatus 102 has a line interface 500 to be connected to
the ANs 101-7, a line interface 501 to be connected to the
communication network 103, a call control function 502 con-
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nected to the line 1nterfaces 500 and 501, and an apparatus
controller 503 connected to the call control function 502.

In the 1llustrated example, the line interfaces 501 and 502
transmits and receives a packet to and from the AN 101-7 and
the communication network 103, respectively. The call con-
trol Tunction 502 1n turn has a processor 510, a memory 511
for storing a program or the like to be executed by the pro-
cessor 510, a database 512 for storing the transmaission rate,
etc. of a BCMCS flow, and a BCMCS flow management table
513 for storing the transmission timing, etc. of the BCMCS
flow. In the present embodiment, the processor 510 finds a
BCMCS flow ID included 1n the packet received from the
content distribution server 104 and finds the transmission
timing, etc. of the BCMCS flow from the database 512; con-
trols to transmit the found information to the AN 101-/; and
also records 1t in the BCMCS flow management table 513.
The apparatus controller 503 generally controls the entire
communication control apparatus 102. A plurality of such
line interfaces 500 may be provided according to the number
of ANs to be connected.

FI1G. 6 shows a structure of the database 512 provided in the
communication control apparatus 102. Stored in the database
512 are a BCMCS flow ID 601, a physical data rate 602 in a
radio space when the AN 101-; transmits a BCMCS flow to
the AT 100-i, and an application data rate 603 required by an
application of the AT 100-i, these data being associated with
cach other.

FIG. 7 shows a structure of the BCMCS flow management
table 313 provided 1n the communication control apparatus
102.

Stored 1n the BCMCS flow management table 513 are a
BCMCS flow 1D 701 for identification of the BCMCS flow, a
transmission slot number 702, a transmission timing 703
(allocated head slot), and transmission cycle 704, these data
being associated with each other.

In the 1illustrated example, the transmission slot number
702 indicates the length of the BCMCS flow and 1s prescribed
by the number of slots. The transmission timing 703 indicates
timing of transmitting the BCMCS flow, and is prescribed by
the position of the head slot on which the first umit of the
BCMCS flow 1s to be allocated. The transmission cycle 704
indicates a cycle (fixed value) at intervals of which the divided
BCMCS flow units are transmitted, and is prescribed by the
number of slots corresponding to the interval. The transmis-
sion cycle 704, which 1s determined by a relation between the
transmission rate ol the BCMCS tlow and delay, 1s previously
set 1n the BCMCS flow management table 513.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram of a structure of the AN 101-i.
The AN 101-; has a plurality of antennas 800-i (1=1 to 3),
radio analog sections 801-i (1=1 to 3) connected to the respec-
tive antennas 800-i, a digital signal processor 802 connected
to the radio analog sections 801-i, a line interface 803 con-
nected to the digital signal processor 802, a call control func-
tion 804 connected to the digital signal processor 802 and the
line interface 803, and an AN controller 805 connected to the
call control function 804. The line interface 803 1s connected
also to the communication control apparatus 102.

In this example, the radio analog section 801-; converts an
analog signal received from the AT 100-; via the antenna
800-; into a digital signal, and outputs it to the digital signal
processor 802. The radio analog section 801-i converts the
digital signal recerved from the digital signal processor 802
into an analog signal, and transmits the converted analog
signal to the AT 100-; via the antenna 800-i. The digital signal
processor 802 demodulates a signal recerved from the radio
analog sections 801-i or modulates a signal to the AT 100-:.
The line interface 803 transmits or receives a packet to or

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

from the communication control apparatus 102. The call con-
trol function 804 has a processor 810, a memory 811 for
storing a program or the like to be executed by the processor
810, and a control information management table 812 for
management of control information to be informed to the AT.
The processor 810 also has a timer 820. The timer 820 1s used
to transmit a tlow delete request of the BCMCS flow to the
communication control apparatus 102, when the processor
810 fails to recerve a view & listen request of the BCMCS
flow from the AT 100-i for a predetermined time. Stored 1n the
control information management table 812 are information
on transmission timing, etc. of a BCMCS flow transmaitted
from the communication control apparatus 102. The proces-
sor 810 transmits this information to the AT 100-i as control
information. Though not illustrated, the AT stores the infor-
mation informed by the AN 1n a memory provided 1n i1ts own
AT. The transmission period of the control mnformation 1s

synchronized with the transmission cycle of the BCMCS flow
(Equation (1)).

(one transmission period of control information)=rx

(transmission cycle of one BCMCS flow), where
n 1s a natural number

(1)

When the AT not communicating with the AN hands off
between ANs, the information informed from the AN betfore
hand-off and stored 1n the memory 1s updated to information
informed from the AN after the hand-off. When the AT 1s not
communicating with the AN, the AT 1s shufted to a sleep mode
to suppress the consumption of a battery of 1ts own AT. In the
sleep mode, the AT 1s activated about once 1n 5 seconds. Thus
when the transmission period of the control information 1s not
synchronized with the transmission cycle of the BCMCS
flow, a delay corresponding to one transmission cycle at the
most takes place after reception of the informed information
until the client watches and listens to the BCMCS flow. Such
a problem with the delay can be avoided by synchronizing the
transmission period of the control information with the trans-
mission cycle of the BCMCS tlow.

On the basis of information about the transmission timing,
etc. of the BCMCS flow, the processor 810 controls the trans-
mission of the BCMCS flow to the AT 100-i. The AN con-
troller 805 generally controls the entire AN 101-;.

FIG. 9 shows a structure of the control information man-
agement table 812 provided 1n the AN 101-;i. Stored 1n the
control mformation management table 812 are a BCMCS
flow ID 901 for identification of a BCMCS flow transmitted
from the commumnication control apparatus 102, a physical
data rate 902, a transmission slot number 903, a transmission
timing 904 (allocated head slot), a transmission cycle 905,
these data being associated with each other.

In this example, the physical data rate 902 indicates the
transmission rate of a BCMCS flow. The transmission slot
number 903, which indicates the length of the BCMCS flow,
1s prescribed by the number of slots. The transmission timing
904, which indicates the timing of transmitting the BCMCS
flow, 1s prescribed by the position of the head slot from which
the BCMCS flow 1s allocated. The transmission cycle 905,
which indicates a cycle (fixed value) at which the divided
BCMCS flow blocks are transmitted, 1s prescribed by the
number of slots.

FIGS. 10 and 11 show flow charts for finding timing of
transmitting a BCMCS flow 1n the communication control
apparatus 102. The value of the transmission cycle previously
found is previously set in the BCMCS flow management table
513 of the communication control apparatus 102.

The processor 510 1n the communication control apparatus
102 decides the presence or absence of a modification in the
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BCMCS tlow (step 1001). In the presence of a modification in
the BCMCS flow, the processor 310 decides whether the
modification 1s a delete request of the BCMCS flow or an
addition (new allocation) request of the BCMCS flow (step
1002). In the case of the BCMCS flow deletion request, the
processor 510 deletes information about the BCMCS flow in
question from the BCMCS flow management table 513 (step
1003). The processor 510 also transmits a transmission stop
request of the BCMCS flow to the content distribution server
104 (step 1004). Next, the processor 310 again determines the
transmission timing of the BCMCS flow (step 10035). At this
time, 1 order to realize effective use of 1dle slots, the proces-
sor 310 determines the transmission timing of the existing
BCMCS flow 1n such a manner that 1dle slots are concentrat-
edly located at the last part of the transmission cycle as
necessary. In other words, when the other AN 1s not transmit-
ting a BCMCS flow during a period of the deleted BCMCS
flow, the processor puts the BCMCS flow close to the preced-
ing BCMCS flow. When the BCMCS flow 1s all deleted or
when the deleted BCMCS flow 1s located at the last part of one
transmission cycle, no modification of the transmission tim-
ing 1s carried out. Next, when the processor 510 determines
the transmission timing of an existing BCMCS flow and there
1s a modification 1n the transmission timing; the processor
updates the BCMCS tlow management table 513 (step 1006);
or transmits information (BCMCS flow 1D, physical data rate,

transmission slot number, transmission timing, and transmis-
s10n cycle) about the existing BCMCS flow to the AN 101-;

(step 1007).

In the step 1002, 1f there 1s an addition request of the
BCMCS flow, then the processor 510 searches the database
512 on the basis of the BCMCS flow ID included in the
addition request (step 1111), and calculates a transmission
slot number necessary for transmitting the BCMCS flow 1n
one transmission cycle on the basis of the corresponding
physical data rate and application data rate (step 1112). Sub-
sequently, the processor 510 decides according to an equation
(2) which follows, whether or not the BCMCS tlow 1n ques-

tion can be transmitted 1n one transmission cycle (step 1113).

(transmission slot number of existing SCMCS flow)+
(transmuission slot number of addition BCMCS
flow)==(transmission cycle)

(2)

When a sum of the transmission slot number of the existing,
BCMCS flow and the transmission slot number of the addi-
tion BCMCS flow 1s not larger than the value of the transmis-
s10n cycle according to equation (2); the processor 510 deter-
mines the timing of the addition BCMCS flow (step 1114);
and adds information (BCMCS flow 1D, physical data rate,
transmission slot number, transmission timing, and transmis-
sion cycle) about the BCMCS flow 1n question in the BCMCS
flow management table (step 1115). Requirements necessary
tor the addition of the BCMCS tlow are, as shown by equation
(2), that the addition BCMCS flow have a suflicient time to be
allocated 1n one transmission cycle, and that a synchroniza-
tion be established between the ANs 1n the allocated time
zone of the addition BCMCS flow. The processor 510 trans-
mits information on the BCMCS flow to the AN 101-; (step
1116). In the step 1113, 1f a sum of the transmission slot
number of the existing BCMCS flow and the transmission slot
number of the addition BCMCS flow 1s larger than the value
of the transmission cycle, then the processor 510 refuses the
addition of the BCMCS flow 1n question (step 1117).

FIGS. 12 to 15 show a sequence diagram showing the
operation of the radio communication system 1 to which the
present invention 1s applied. For the convenience of explana-
tion, arelation, 3(slots)=5(ms)(1(slot)=1.6"7(ms)), 1s assumed
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to be satisfied. The transmission cycle of the BCMCS flow 1s
set at 48 (slots) and 1s previously set 1n the BCMCS flow
management table 513 1n the communication control appara-
tus 102. In the present embodiment, with regard to each of
BCMCS flows 1, 2, and 3; the physical data rate 1n the radio
space between the AT and the AN and the request throughput
of the application of the AT are previously registered 1n the

database 512 within the communication control apparatus
102 (refer to FIG. 6).

The data rate when 1,024 bits are transmitted in a time of 1
slot 1s 614.4 kbits/s, the data rate when 1,024 bits are trans-
mitted 1n a time of 2 slots 1s 307.2 kbits/s, and the transmis-
sion rate when 1,024 bits are transmitted 1n a time of 8 slots 1s
76.8 kbits/s. For the simplification of explanation, data trans-
mitted from the AN 1s assumed to be a cluster of raw data that
1s not having an encode part, an overhead part applied thereto,
ctc. And 1n the 1mitial state, it 1s assumed that any BCMCS
flow 1s not transmitted yet from each AN 101-i.

First, the AT 100-i, for example, transmits periodically a
view & listen request of the BCMCS flow 1 to the AN 101-;
(step 1201).

The AN 101-i, when recerving the view & listen request of
the BCMCS flow 1, transmits an allocation request of the
BCMCS flow to the communication control apparatus 102
(step 1202).

The communication control apparatus 102, when receiving,
the allocation request of the BCMCS flow 1, searches the
database 512 on the basis of a BCMCS flow ID (1) included
in the request (step 1203), and calculates the minimum num-
ber (12 slots) of transmission slots necessary for transmitting,
the BCMCS flow 1n one transmission cycle (of 48 slots), on
the basis of the corresponding physical data rate (614.4 kbps)
and application data rate (150 kbps) (step 1204). Next, the
communication control apparatus 102 decides according to
the above equation (2) whether or notthe BCMCS flow can be
transmitted in one transmission cycle (of 48 slots). In this
case, since the requirement of equation (2) 1s satisfied, the
apparatus determines to allocate ones of the blocks of the
BCMCS flow 1 of one transmission cycle (of 48 slots) corre-
sponding 12 slots from the head slot (step 1205). Subse-
quently, the communication control apparatus 102 adds infor-
mation about the BCMCS flow ID (1), transmission slot
number (12 slots), transmission timing (O slots), and trans-
mission cycle (of 48 slots) (step 1206) to the BCMCS flow
management table (refer to FIG. 7); and also transmits these
information and information about the physical data rate
(614 .4 kbps) to the AN 101-; (step 1207).

The AN 101-i, when receiving these information, adds the
information to the control information management table 812
(step 1208). Next, the AN 101-i sets the BCMCS flow man-
agement timer 820 (step 1301) (see FIG. 13), and transmits
the recerved miformation to the AT 100-; at a predetermined
period as control information (step 1302). On the basis of the
above information, the AN 101-; then draws up a schedule to
transmit the BCMCS flow 1 from the content distribution
server 104 to a plurality of AT's 100-; 1n a broadcast manner 1n
synchronism with the transmission cycle of the control infor-
mation (step 1303). The AN 101-; repeats 1ts transmitting
operation 1n such a manner as to transmit a part of the
BCMCS flow 1 corresponding to 12 slots and not to transmut
data corresponding to 36 slots (idle).

The AT 100-i, on the basis of the receirved control informa-
tion, combines and reconstructs BCMCS flows informed
from the plurality of ANs 101-:.

It 1s assumed for example that the AT 100-; transmitted a
view & listen request of the BCMCS tlow 2 to the AN 101-;
(step 1304). In this case, as in the steps 1202 to 1208 (see FIG.
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12), 1301, and 1302; the BCMCS flow 2 i1s allocated. As
shown 1n FIG. 7, the minimum number of transmission slots
necessary for the BCMCS flow 2 1s 10, and the transmission
timing (allocated head slot) 1s slot 12. In this case, since the
BCMCS flow 1 1s allocated from the head slot (0) within one
transmission cycle and transmitted, the BCMCS flow 2 1s
allocated by an amount corresponding to 10 slots 1mmedi-
ately after the allocation of the BCMCS flow 1. A state of a
BCMCS flow transmitted from the AN 101-i 1s shown by
reference numeral 1350. The AN 101-; transmits the BCMCS
flow 1 by 12 slots, and transits the BCMCS tflow 2 by 10 slots,
and does not transmit data corresponding to 26 slots (1dle),
which operations are repeated.

Even when the AT 100-; transmits a view & listen request
of the BCMCS flow 3, the BCMCS flow 3 1s allocated, as in
the steps 1202 to 1208 (see FIG. 12), 1301, and 1302 (see
FIG. 13). As shown 1n FIG. 7, the mimimum number of trans-
mission slots necessary for transmitting the BCMCS flow 3 1s
8, and the transmission timing (allocated head slot) 1s slot 22.
In this case, since the physical data rate 1n the radio space 1s
76.8 kbps and the request data rate 1s 5 kbps, the transmission
slot number becomes 4 at the minimum by calculation. Since
the radio space physical data rate o1 76.8 kbps 1s prescribed as
a data rate when data of 1,024 bits 1s transmitted using 8 slots,
however, the number of allocated slots 1s required to be a
multiple of 8. Thus, the minimum number of slots 1s not 4 but
8. Since the BCMCS flows 1 and 2 are allocated from the head
slot (0) 1n one transmission cycle and transmitted, the
BCMCS flow 3 1s allocated immediately after the allocation
of the BCMCS flow 2. A state of a BCMCS tlow transmitted
from the AN 101-i 1s shown by reference numeral 1450 (see
FIG. 14). The AN 101-; transmits the BCMCS flow 1 by 12
slots, transmits the BCMCS flow 2 by 10 slots, transmits the
BCMCS tlow 3 by 8 slots, and does not transmit data corre-
sponding to 16 slots (1dle). The AN repeats the aforemen-
tioned operations.

Next, when the AN 101-7 fails to receive the view & listen
request of the BCMCS flow 1 from the AT 100-i for a time set
by the BCMCS flow management timer 320, the AN decides
that there 1s no AT which 1s listening to the BCMCS flow 1 in
an area covered by its own AN (step 1501), and transmits a
deletion request of the BCMCS flow 1 to the communication
control apparatus 102 (step 1502).

The communication control apparatus 102, when receiving,
the deletion request of the BCMCS flow 1, confirms that the
other ANs are not transmitting the BCMCS flow 1, and then
deletes information about BCMCS flow 1 from the BCMCS
flow management table 513 (step 1503). The communication
control apparatus 102 also transmits a transmission stop
request of the BCMCS flow 1 to the content distribution
server 104 (step 1504). The communication control apparatus
102 then again determines the transmission timing of the
existing BCMCS flows 2 and 3 (step 1505), and updates the
BCMCS flow management table 513 (step 1506). Since the
BCMCS flow 1 allocated from the head slot becomes now
null, the allocated position of the BCMCS flows 2 and 3 inone
transmission cycle 1s forwardly shifted. The communication
control apparatus 102 also transmits information (BCMCS
flow 1D, physical data rate, transmission slot number, trans-
mission timing, and transmission cycle) about the BCMCS
flows 2 and 3 to the AN 101-; (step 1507).

The AN 101-i, when receiving the imnformation on the
BCMCS flow 2 and 3, updates the database 512 (step 1508).
The AN also the information of the BCMCS flows 2 and 3 to
the AT 100-; as control information at intervals of a predeter-
mined period (step 1509). Next, the AN 101-i, on the basis of

the above information, draws up a schedule to transmait the
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BCMCS flows 2 and 3 from the content distribution server
104 to a plurality of ATs 100-i 1n a broadcast manner 1n
synchronism with the transmission period of the control
information (step 1510).

On the basis of the received control information, the AT
100-; combines and reconstructs BCMCS flows informed
from the plurality of ANs 101-:.

As has been explained above, in accordance with the
present invention, since communication mformation to be
transmitted to the AT 1s set to be transmitted thereto at con-
stant 1ntervals of a predetermined cycle, the BCMCS flow
transmitted from the AN can be reliably reconstructed at the
AT.

In Embodiment 1, parameters of the transmission slot num-
ber, transmission timing, and transmission cycle have been
prescribed by the number of slots or the slot number (refer to
FIGS. 7 and 9). However, such parameters may be prescribed
by time.

Although the BCMCS flow monitoring timer has been
provided in the AN 101-i in embodiment 1, the timer may be
provided 1n the communication control apparatus 102.

In Embodiment 1, further, parameters such as the transmis-
sion slot number, transmission timing, etc. of the BCMCS
flow have been found by the communication control appara-
tus 102 in Embodiment 1. However, the database 512 and the
BCMCS tflow management table 513 may be provided in each
AN and each AN may find such parameters.

2. Embodiment 2

The transmission cycle parameters have been set for con-
trol 1n Embodiment 1. However, the problem can also be
avoilded by fixing all the transmission times of respective
BCMCS flows to a least common multiple v of the transmis-
s1on times for prescribed standard data rates.

Since the transmission time of the BCMCS flow 1n one
transmission cycle1s fixed to the least common multiple value
v of the transmission times for prescribed standard data rates,
the BCMCS flow of all the prescribed standard data rates can
be allocated to the fixed transmission time. The value v 1s set
as a parameter in the AN or the communication control appa-
ratus.

The number of BCMCS flows to be transmitted in one
transmission cycle 1s prescribed as a parameter of an allow-
able maximum BCMCS flow number m and similarly set.
Using the above two parameters, the transmission cycle of the
BCMCS flow 1s expressed by “yxn”.

In accordance with the present invention, the transmission
cycle can be kept constant even before or after the addition or
deletion of a BCMCS flow, the addition or deletion of the
BCMCS flow enables the transmission cycle to be changed,
whereby the problem that this influences the other BCMCS
flows, can be avoided.

It should be further understood by those skilled in the art
that although the foregoing description has been made on
embodiments of the invention, the invention 1s not limited
thereto and various changes and modifications may be made
without departing from the spirit of the mvention and the
scope of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An access network (AN) controlled by a commumnication
control apparatus and communicating with an access terminal
(AT), comprising:

the AN recerves control information via a line interface,

including information for allocating communication
information from the communication control apparatus,
and
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the AN transmits transmission cycle information via a
radio transceiver, for transmitting the communication
information in a predetermined transmaission cycle to the
AT and allocates the communication information via a
controller, 1n the predetermined transmission cycle
based on the control information recerved from the com-
munication control apparatus to send the communica-
tion information to the AT,

wherein, 1f the AN needs not to transmit any of plural
pieces of the communication information to the AT, the
AN pads a period allocated for the piece of the commu-
nication information not to be transmitted with the com-
munication information which 1s allocated in a next
transmission cycle.

2. An access network (AN) controlled by a communication
control apparatus and communicating with a plurality of
access terminals (A1), comprising:

the AN receives control information via a line interface,
including mformation for multiplexing communication
information from the communication control apparatus,
and

the AN transmits transmission cycle information via a
radio interface, for transmitting the communication
information in a predetermined transmaission cycle to the
AT's and multiplexes the communication information via
a controller, 1n the predetermined transmission cycle
based on the control information recerved from the com-
munication control apparatus to send 1t to the ATs,

wherein, 1f the AN needs not to transmit any of plural
pieces of the communication information to the AT's, the
AN pads a period allocated for the piece of the commu-
nication information not to be transmitted with the com-
munication information which 1s allocated 1n a next
transmission cycle.

3. A radio communication method performed by an access
network (AN) wirelessly communicating with an access ter-
minal (AT) and a communication control apparatus control-
ling the AN, comprising:

sending, by the communication control apparatus, trans-
mission cycle information and control information to the
AN, the transmission cycle information being for trans-
mitting communication information to the AT 1n a pre-
determined transmission cycle and the control informa-
tion 1including information for allocating the
communication information;

sending, by the AN, the transmission cycle imnformation
received from the communication control apparatus to
the AT

allocating, by the AN, the communication mmformation
based on the control information received from the com-
munication control apparatus and sends 1t in the prede-
termined transmission cycle to the AT; and

calculating, by the communication control apparatus, a
transmission slot number necessary for transmitting the
communication information in the predetermined trans-
mission cycle based on a physical data rate and an appli-
cation data rate corresponding to the communication
information included in a transmission request from the
AT to determine a transmission timing indicating a
period 1n the predetermined cycle allocated for the com-
munication information.

4. A radio communication method performed by an access
network (AN) wirelessly communicating with an access ter-
minal (AT) and a communication control apparatus control-
ling the AN, comprising:

sending, by the communication control apparatus, trans-
mission cycle information and control information to the
AN, the transmission cycle information being for trans-
mitting communication information to the AT 1n a pre-
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determined transmission cycle and the control informa-
tion 1ncluding 1nformation {for allocating the
communication information:

sending, by the AN, the transmission cycle mformation

received from the communication control apparatus to
the AT;

allocating, by the AN, the communication information

based on the control information received from the com-
munication control apparatus and sends 1t 1n the prede-
termined transmission cycle to the AT; and

11 the AN needs not to transmit any of plural pieces of the

communication information to the AT, padding, by the
AN, a period allocated for the piece of the communica-
tion information not to be transmitted with the commu-
nication information which 1s allocated 1n a next trans-
mission cycle.

5. A radio commumnication method performed by an access
network (AN) for wirelessly communicating with a plurality
of access terminals (Al's) and a communication control appa-
ratus controlling the AN, comprising:

sending, by the communication control apparatus, trans-

mission cycle information and control information to the
AN, the transmission cycle information being for trans-
mitting commumnication information to the AT's 1n a pre-
determined transmission cycle and the control informa-
tion 1ncluding information for multiplexing the
communication information;

sending, by the AN, the transmission cycle mformation

received from the communication control apparatus to
the AT's;

multiplexing, by the AN, the communication information

in the predetermined transmission cycle based on the
control information recerved from the communication
control apparatus to send 1t to the AT's; and

calculating, by the communication control apparatus, a

transmission slot number necessary for transmitting the
communication information in the predetermined trans-
mission cycle based on a physical data rate and an appli-
cation data rate corresponding to the communication
information included in a transmission request from an
AT of the ATs to determine a transmission timing indi-
cating a period 1n the predetermined cycle allocated for
the communication information.

6. A radio communication method performed by an access
network (AN) for wirelessly communicating with a plurality
of access terminals (AT's) and a communication control appa-
ratus controlling the AN, comprising:

sending, by the communication control apparatus, trans-

mission cycle information and control information to the
AN, the transmission cycle information being for trans-
mitting communication information to the AT's 1n a pre-
determined transmission cycle and the control informa-
tion 1ncluding information for multiplexing the
communication information:

sending, by the AN, the transmission cycle mformation

received from the communication control apparatus to
the AT's;

multiplexing, by the AN, the communication information

in the predetermined transmission cycle based on the
control information recerved from the communication
control apparatus to send 1t to the AT's; and

11 the AN needs not to transmit any of plural pieces of the

communication information to the AT's, padding, by the
AN, a period allocated for the piece of the communica-
tion information not to be transmitted with the commu-
nication information which 1s allocated 1n a next trans-
mission cycle.
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